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Sunday 5 April 2026 Yr A 

The retiring collection this 
weekend will be your 
personal offering to  

our priests. 

BLESSING OF EASTER FOODS 
HOLY SATURDAY AT 10.00 AM 

Do come to this wonderful service that has been 
prepared for us by some of our young Polish  
parishioners.  Each year the service becomes 
more popular and draws families from countries 
all around the world.  

Please see the poster in the porch. 
 

ALTAR SERVERS REHEARSALS 

All those who want to serve at the Easter Vigil 
are reminded to attend the relevant practice.  
 

As this Vigil is only once a year there is a lot that 
will be unfamiliar, and a training session will help 
all servers, particularly those assisting for the 
first time, to be confident in what they are doing.  
Please gather in the church promptly so the  
session can begin on time. 

Easter Vigil rehearsal:  
Holy Saturday at noon 

 
COLLECTIONS OVER THE TRIDUUM 

  2 April Maundy Thursday collection for  
  Mary’s Meals. Leaflets on the  
  reading slopes 
  3 April Good Friday   National collection for 
  Holy Places of Palestine. 
  5 April      Personal gifts to our priests 
 
 

PARISH FAIR 
The date of the parish fair has been 
changed to June 6.  More information after 
Easter. 

WELCOME! 
We welcome warmly those being baptised at the 
Easter Vigil: Glenn, Tyrah, Lucy, Adekite, 
Adedotun and Amalia, as well as Alan, Ebany 
and Miles, who are being received into the 
Church, and Alex who is being confirmed.  We 
wish to thank the catechists in the RCIA team 
whose dedication, hard work, and commitment 
has supported them on their journey.  
 

HELP US TIDY! 
After each of our services there’s always a bit of 
tidying to do. It would be wonderful if everyone 
could lend a hand in keeping the church clean 
and welcoming for the next service, rather than 
leaving it to the same small group of volunteers 
who work so hard over these busy days. 

Please pop music sheets, service books, bap-
tism candles and any other items back to the 
rear of the church, and take any litter home with 
you. Your help really does make a difference, so 
thank you in advance for your support. 

MATEUSZ SADOWSKI 
We are delighted to have Mateusz with us for 
Holy Week.  If you see him around please make 
him feel welcome.  He writes…... 
 
Originally from Poland, I am the third of six  
children, and grew up in a Catholic family rooted 
in the faith. Currently my family lives in Athenry 
in the west of Ireland.  During my time at the 
University of Galway I entered deeper into my 
faith and rediscovered a vocation I first received 
as a child.  I am now in my first year of Disciple-
ship at Allen Hall.   At 23, I enjoy cycling, nature, 
and history, and I am looking forward to where 
the Lord will lead me.  

This edition of the newsletter is published before the first service of the Triduum so it seems a 
little early to wish all our parishioners a Happy Easter before we have even joined with Christ 
in His Passion but nonetheless we wish you a blessed Triduum and a Happy Easter! 
 
The Parish Office will be closed from the evening of Maundy Thursday until Tuesday morning. 
If you urgently need a priest during this time, please call the Parish Office number and follow 
the instructions to be connected with a priest.  
  
Thank you all for the donations for Easter flowers, it is much appreciated. 

mailto:beckenham@rcaos.org.uk


MASSES 
 

Thurs 2 April Maundy Thursday 
   No morning Mass 

 8.00 pm  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
    Kerry Skelton RIP 
    Anita Jerome RIP 
    Fr John Buckley RIP 
Procession to the Altar of Repose and watching until 

midnight. 
 
Fri 3 April   Good Friday 
11.00 am   Walk of Witness to Beckenham  

   Green 
  3.00 pm   The Passion of Our Lord 
 
Sat 4 April  Holy Saturday 
  9.30 - noon  Confessions 
10.00 am   Blessing of Foods 
The church will be closed after morning confession 

  7.30 pm   Easter Vigil 
   Delisa & Crescenzo Panetta RIP 

  Des Johnson RIP   
  Emmanuel - in thanks to God 

Sun 5 April  Easter Day 
  8.00 am   Patricia Hanrahan RIP 
  9.30 am  For the people of our parish 
11.00 am   Wellbeing of Gretta O’Reilly 
  5.30 pm   Grace Ete Eseanobi RIP 

 
Mon 6 April     
 9.00—9.45 am Exposition 
10.00 am  Ints of Robertson Family 
    Coffee in Hall 
 
Tues 7 April    
 9.00—9.45 am Exposition 
10.00 am  Private intentions 
 
Weds 8 April   
   9.00—9.45 am Exposition 
10.00 am  Seamus Hourihan 
    Rosary after Mass 

 
Thurs 9 April   
   9.00—9.45 am Exposition 
10.00 am  Benefactors and promoters of  

   Claver sisters 
 
Friday 10 April   
    Rosary 
10.00 am  David Reinhardt 
    Adoration 
 
Saturday 11 April   
   9.00—9.45 am Exposition 
10.00 am  Deceased benefactors and   

   promoters of Claver sisters 
  6.00pm  Martha Costellow RIP 

We pray for all our parishioners  

 

The recently deceased:  Bernie Smith, Albie 
Houghton, Vincent Scully, Martin Lydon, Shirley 
Leach, Grace Ete Eseanobi, Luznidia Arias, 
Madeleine Ruddy, Tina Newman. 

 

Those whose anniversaries are at this time:  
Gian Bianca Inzani, Constantino Basconcillo, Peter 
Rodrigues, Anne Barber, Jay Leader, Martin 
Calver, Paddy Keegan, Viktor Ugincius, Kate 
Marshall, Pet Kilcullen, Patrick Hunt, Monica 
Richardson, Basil Howells, John Edet, Terence 
Arnaud, Rainer Stuper, Harry Bradford. 

 

Those in ill health: Chris Elgar, Peter Anthony 
Jones, Katherine McLaughlin, Henry Ginn, 
Margaret Mattison, Elias Tchamba, Paul Hixson, 
David Back, Beatrice Allegretti, Arlene Sinclair, 
Margaret Russell, Emma Rodrigues, Christine 
Parker. 

 

And all those suffering with long term sickness. 

 

May the Lord bless them and keep them – Amen. 

DIARY 

April 
 4  Reception in the Hall after the Easter  
  Vigil 
 6  Bank Holiday Monday   Easter   
  celebratory coffee after morning Mass,  
  in the Hall 
13  Law Surgery in the Hall at 6.00 pm 
14  Requiem for Shirley Leach at 11.30 am 
 
May 
1  Requiem for Madeleine Ruddy at 11.30 

June 
6  Parish fair 

MASS TIMES AT ST MARK’S,  
WEST WICKHAM 
 
Weekdays  
10.00 am daily (except Tuesday) 
  6.00 pm (Tuesday only) 
 
Saturday  
  6.30 pm Vigil Mass 
 
Sunday Mass 
  8.00 am 
10.00 am 
11.30 am 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 
Christian Meditation in the hall every Monday 
from 5.30-6.20 except on 2nd Mondays. 
Quiet Monday in the hall on second Mondays 
from 5.30 - 6.20 - see flyer in porch. 

 

Please note the need to arrive promptly and  
respect the need for silence. 



CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 
 

20 Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP   Website: www.saintedmunds.net 

Parish Office: Phone: 020 8650 0970 Email: beckenham@rcaos.org.uk   

Fr Steve Wymer, Parish Priest: stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk (020 8650 3390) 

Fr Andrew Bishop: andrewbishop@rcaos.org.uk  

Fr Boniface Arapa: bonifacearapa@rcaos.org.uk 

Deacon Seán Murphy: seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk (07960 958 441) 

Safeguarding: safeguardingSG3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk (Yvonne Epale) 

Missionary Sisters of St. Peter Claver:  sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

      (020 8313 3915) 

Sunday 22 March 2026 Yr A 

The retiring collection is for 
poor parishes of the 

Diocese. 

Being formed in the likeness of Christ, we strive to become a truly  
Christ centred community, through humble witness, love,  

compassion and communion. 

GIFT AID ENVELOPES 
Envelopes for the next financial year are now on 
the reading slope in the Narthex.   

 

The small packs of envelopes are for those who 
give by standing order. 
 
If you cannot find yours, or are interested in gift   
aiding your donations, please contact the office. 
 
The envelopes will be taken back into the Office 
after this weekend. 

THE EASTER TRIDUUM  

 

Would Ministers of Holy Communion who  
expect to attend any of the main Easter Triduum 
liturgies please get in touch with Deacon Seán on 
seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk so that we can  
ensure that we have sufficient Ministers to help 
with the distribution of Communion.   

CONFIRMATION GROUP—YOUNG ADULTS 

 

First session at 7.00 pm in the Presbytery. 

If you are interested please get in touch  with me. 

     Fr Andrew 

MY DAY BY DAY BOOKLETS FOR EASTER 

 

Booklets for daily reading for Eastertide are now in 
a basket at the back of the church. 
 
We also have Infant and Junior editions which are 
designed to encourage children's interest and  
enjoyment of Easter.   
 
Please take a copy and leave a donation of £1 in 
the wall box in the porch marked CTS. 

A big thank you to the team who organised the 
special refreshments served after the 9.30 Mass 
last Sunday. It was wonderful to see the Hall 
packed with so many families celebrating  
Mothers Day and enjoying the lovely treats and 
daffodils. 

FORTHCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS 
It has been suggested that we print a list of  
forthcoming second collections to enable those 
of you who wish to put cash in the plate to be  
prepared. 

 

Thank you for letting us know this would be  
helpful. 

 

Here are the collections for the next few weeks. 

 

22 March  Diocesan collection for poor parishes. 
29 March   Parish collection for Easter flowers. 
  2 April Maundy Thursday collection for  
  Mary’s Meals. 
  3 April Good Friday National collection for 
  Holy Places of Palestine. 
  5 April      Personal gifts to our priests. 
19 April      Maintenance of St George’s  
  Cathedral. 

GOVERNMENT TO PASS PHILOMENA'S LAW 

 

Liam Conlon, our Beckenham and Penge MP, 
has  won his campaign for Philomena’s Law  

after the government announced that they would 
support the Bill which will deliver justice for 
13,000 survivors of Ireland’s Mother and Baby 
Homes living right across Britain, including in 
south east London. 

 

The measure means that survivors - who  

endured some of the most horrific abuse - will no 
longer risk losing means-tested benefits if they 
accept compensation payments for what they 
experienced in Mother and Baby Homes. 

SHOP 
Our church shop now has some lovely items for 
Easter gifts.  Please call in after Mass and take a 
look. 

mailto:beckenham@rcaos.org.uk


Please join us on a Mary’s 
Meals walking pilgrimage 

 

Would you like to join a Mary’s 
Meals walking pilgrimage this 
year? Details of all the  

pilgrimages are available here: https://
www.marysmeals.org.uk/get-involved/charity-
events/walk-for-hope.  

 

Options include the Augustine Camino from 
Rochester to Ramsgate via Aylesford Priory, 
Canterbury Cathedral and Minster Abbey from  
5-11 September, and The Way of Our Lady of 
Consolation from West Grinstead to Storrington 
and onto Arundel Cathedral from 8-9 May.  
You are very welcome to join us for a single day, 
for several days, or for a whole pilgrimage.  

 

Come on your own or as a group.  

To find out more or to sign up, please go to 

https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/get-involved/
charity-events/walk-for-hope or contact Roy 
Peachey from Mary’s Meals  at  

info@marysmeals.org . 

THANK YOU FROM CAFOD 

 

Thank you for your generous support this  
Family Fast Day. Your kindness is helping  
families to grow food, even when facing drought 
and floods. You have shown what it means to 
love your neighbour this Lent.  

 

Find out how your support is  
making a difference at 
cafod.org.uk/thankyou 

 

PS: It’s not too late to donate – 
pick up a CAFOD envelope in 
church, use the QR code or  
visit cafod.org.uk/envelope. 

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST  
CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC PRAYER MEETING 

Wednesday 25 March 

7.45 pm. Praise and Worship  
8.00 pm. Holy Mass 
      Celebrant  Fr David Gummett 
Followed by. Adoration before the Blessed  
      Sacrament with healing ministry  
10.00 pm. Evening concludes  
 

Light of Christ Healing 
Fourth Wednesday Ministry Evening 

 

Usually, we have Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
during which the ministry team may be available to 
pray with anyone who would like this.  Healing prayer 
is holistic, body, mind and spirit.  It may be that we 
just come before Jesus in Adoration with our prayer 
request.  

 

This is for anyone, not just for those who attend our 
prayer meeting, so why not come along, especially at 
this time of Lent.   
 

URGENT REQUEST FROM THE SVP 

 

A family being helped by our SVP is in urgent 
need of assistance.   

 

The SVP recently asked for two single beds with  
mattresses and one has already been donated, 
for which they say a big thank you.  Does any-
one have another single bed that is no longer 
needed?  

 

If anyone can help please contact:  
beckenhamsvp@gmail.com 

or call 07789 497 482 and leave a message, or 
send a text.   Thank you 

WINTERSHALL PASSION OF JESUS 
GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 3  
TRAFALGAR SQUARE  

 

Free performances at 12.00 noon and 3.15 pm. 

 

A dramatic presentation of the Passion of Jesus 
which should not be missed.   
Get there early to get the best views in Trafalgar 
Square.  

 

Come prepared to sit on the ground whatever the 
weather may be.  
You won't regret witnessing this extraordinary 
event.  

 

For those who cannot get to the Square it is  
also livestreamed:  https://www.wintershall.org. 
uk/event/the-passion-of-jesus-2026/ 
 

 

Please remember that there is a defibrillator 
on the wall in the inner porch.  It is alarmed 
so please don’t touch it until it is needed.  
When opened it tells you what needs to be 
done if you suspect someone is in cardiac 
arrest. 
 
There are also First Aid bags in the Sacristy.  
Please ask a steward if you need one. 
 
During the very busy services, particularly 
over the Triduum, please be aware of those 
around you when the church is likely to be 
packed. 

CHILDREN’S STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
On Wednesday 1st April there will be stations of 
the cross for little ones at 10.30am in the church 
followed by crafts and snacks in the hall. Do come 
along especially if your children are around four 
years old and above. 
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 SOUTHWARK DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO 
LOURDES 

Led by Bishop Paul Hendricks  

 

I warmly invite you to join me on this year’s 
SOUTHWARK DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO 
LOURDES: 21st to 28th August 2026.   

 

A pilgrimage is a great opportunity to refresh 
and renew our relationship with the Lord Jesus, 
with the help of Our Lady’s prayers.  I have also 
found it a blessing to be able to accompany and 
to be inspired by other pilgrims, some of whom 
are sick, elderly or disabled.   

 

Details for booking travel and accommodation 
can be found at: https://www.tangney-
tours.com/diocese-pilgrimages/diocese-ca/  

 

We also ask pilgrims to complete a form with 
details, including medical requirements (if any) 
at https://www.catholicassociation.co.uk/
join2026   

 

For more information, please contact  
Canon Edward Perera 
(edwardperera@rcaos.org.uk) or  
Deacon John Fogarty 
johnfogarty@rcaos.org.uk) or 
Bishop Paul Hendricks 
(paulhendricks@rcaos.org.uk)  

LENT RECONCILIATION SERVICE 

 

Archbishop John Wilson will preside at a Lent 
reconciliation service at St George's  
Cathedral at 6.00 pm on Friday 27 March.  

 

All are welcome to encounter the peace and 
healing mercy of the Lord Jesus.  

MARRIAGE SUPPORT 
From relationships that are 'Just in a Rut', 
needing some refreshment, or more serious 
issues - If you are open to try again – 
Retrouvaille could be the solution.  We have 
helped thousands of couples get their  
relationship back on track as they  
rediscovered hope and trust in the marriage.  

 

To find out more: 
 www.retrouvaille.org.uk  +44 797 338 0443 
 

THE SYCAMORE GROWING IN FAITH  
TOGETHER (GIFT)  

FOR MARRIED AND ENGAGED COUPLES 

 

This is an online course 8.30pm – 9.30pm, which 
has been developed in collaboration with the 
Southwark Marriage and Family Life team, the 
Agency for Evangelisation and Sycamore.  

 

It consists of four hour-long sessions via Zoom 
and is a wonderful opportunity for married couples 
and engaged couples to enrich their friendship, 
love, and want to continue exploring their faith 
together. 
Book via Carole at mflkent@rcaos.org.uk.  
The dates are: 

May: 5, 12, 19, 26  
Sept: 8, 15, 22, 29  

 

PALM SUNDAY 

 

This year we are making some changes to how we process into the church 
before the start of the 9.30 am Mass on Palm Sunday. The priest will explain all 
to you before Mass starts so if you could be in your places a little before 9.30 am 
it will give time for the explanation and for Mass to start on time.   

Please go not gather in the park. 

There is a poster in the porch for a Finance  
Officer post at Laleham Lea School in Purley.  
Please take a look. 

https://evfb0.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/6rqJfgq8dIPRQO3yGpzivmVNARE/RTnwXtv0i7kp
tel:07973380443
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MASSES 

 

Sun 22 March Fifth Sunday of Lent 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Mary & Danny Loftus RIP 
  8.00 am  Pro Populo 
  9.30 am   Roy 
11.00 am   Carmel Cardiff (anniv) 
  5.30 pm  Rance Millward RIP 
   3rd Scrutiny 

 

Mon 23 March Feria 
  9-9.45 am  Exposition 
10.00 am  Ints of Raphael Fleming 
10.40 am  Rosary 

   

Tues 24 March Feria 
  9-9.45 am  Exposition 
10.00 am  Mark & Family 
 

Wed 25 March   The Annunciation of the Lord 
  9-9.45 am  Exposition 
 10.00 am  Luzminda Eguia RIP 
10.40 am  Stations of the Cross 

 

Thurs 26 March Feria 
 9-9.45 am  Exposition 
10.00 am  Janet Maureen Dunn Browne &  
   dec’d family members 
 6.00 pm CLAVER Adoration 

 

Fri 27 March Feria 
 9-9.45 am  Rosary 
10.00 am  Rosina Porta & Enrico Carboni RIP 
10.45 am  Exposition 
  2.30 pm  Requiem for Vincent Scully 

  3.00 pm  CLAVER  Stations of the Cross 
  6.15 pm   Stations of the Cross 
  7.00 pm  Harry Lake March 

 

Sat 28 March Feria 
  9-9.45 am  Exposition 
10.00 am  Hazel Barnes RIP 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Bernie Hughes RIP 

 

Sun 30 March Palm Sunday of the  
   Passion of the Lord 

  8.00 am  Denise dos Santos Zanardine RIP 
  9.30 am   Ilean Curry RIP in thanksgiving for 
   her work with the RCIA 
11.00 am   Martin Lavelle RIP 
  5.30 pm  For the people 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Confessions are every Saturday from 
10.30 – 11.00 am and 5.00 – 5.55 pm. 

We pray for all our parishioners  

 

The recently deceased: Rose Elgar, Patricia Weal, 
John Dias, Bernie Smith, Albie Houghton, Vincent 
Scully, Martin Lydon, Shirley Leach, Grace Ete 
Eseanobi. 

 

Those whose anniversaries are at this time:  
Kathleen Cosgrove, Sylvia Amiri, Jeanette Micallef, 
Barbara Oke, Tina Valentino, Sadie Rance, 
Catherine O’Marney, Pat Parfitt, John Taylor, Beth 
Rose Nee, Kweku Ansah, Susannah Hayes.  
Fr Barry Hughes. 
 

Those recently in ill health: Chris Elgar,  
Catherine McLaughlin, Peter Anthony Jones, Henry 
Ginn, Margaret Mattison, Elias Tchamba, Paul 
Hixson, David Back, Beatrice Allegretti, Arlene 
Sinclair, Margaret Russell, Emma Rodrigues.  

 

And all those suffering with long term sickness. 

 

May the Lord bless them and keep them – Amen. 

DIARY 
March 
27  Requiem for Vincent Scully at 2.30 pm 
30  Requiem for Rose Elgar at 11.30am 
31  Requiem for Patricia Weal at noon 

 

April 
 1  Children’s Stations of the Cross at   
  10.30am followed by fun in the Hall 
 4  Reception in the Hall after the Easter  
  Vigil 
 6  Bank Holiday Monday   Easter   
  celebratory coffee after morning Mass,  
  in the Hall 
13  Law Surgery in the Hall at 6.00 pm 
14  Requiem for Shirley Leach at 11.30 am 

MASS TIMES AT ST MARK’S,  
WEST WICKHAM 

 

Weekdays  
10.00 am daily (except Tuesday) 
6.00 pm (Tuesday only) 

 

Saturday  
6.30 pm Vigil Mass 

 

Sunday Mass 
8.00 am 
10.00 am 
11.30 am 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 
Christian Meditation in the hall every Monday 
from 5.30-6.20 except 2nd Mondays. 
Quiet Monday in the hall on second Mondays 
from 5.30 - 6.20 - see flyer in porch. 

 

Please note the need to arrive promptly and  
respect the need for silence. 
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Sunday 15 March 2026 Yr A 

There is no  
Retiring Collection this 

weekend. 

Being formed in the likeness of Christ, we strive to become a truly  
Christ centred community, through humble witness, love,  

compassion and communion. 

CONFIRMATION GROUP—YOUNG ADULTS 

 

First session Tuesday 24 March at 7.00 pm in 
the Presbytery. 

If you are interested please get in touch  with me. 

     Fr Andrew 

GIFT AID ENVELOPES 
Envelopes for the next financial year are now on 
the reading slope in the Narthex.   

 

The small packs of envelopes are for those who 
give by standing order. 

MOTHERS’ DAY 

 

This Sunday 15 March is Mothers’ Day. 

 

Do come along to the Parish Hall after 9:30 am 
Mass to enjoy some well deserved coffees,  
croissants and other treats 

THE EASTER TRIDUUM  

 

If you can help with the requests below, please 
get in touch with Deacon Sean so that this part of 
the planning for the Triduum can be completed. 

 

Would Ministers of Holy Communion who  
expect to attend any of the main Easter Triduum 
liturgies please get in touch with Deacon Seán on 
seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk so that we can  
ensure that we have sufficient Ministers to help 
with the distribution of Communion.   

 

We also still need readers for these liturgies,  
Please contact Rosemary at r.ekong@ucl.ac.uk 
indicating which service you will be attending.  
 

The liturgies will be: 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, April 2, 8pm 
Good Friday, April 3, 3pm 
Easter Vigil, 4th April, 7:30pm 
 

MISSIO BOXES 
Please hand your red box to a steward for  
emptying.  Emptied boxes will be returned to the 
reading slopes for collection. 

ST PATRICK’S DAY 
The shop has a selection of St Patrick’s day 
cards, motifs, candles, children’s badges and 
other fine things available. 
 

Do drop into the shop to have a browse. 

BIG LENT WALK 

 

Clare McConkey, the pianist at our 9.30 Mass 
and also the leader of Rosie’s choir, is taking 
part in CAFOD's ‘Big Lent Walk’, walking 
200km over 40 days in solidarity with those 
who walk miles each day just to access safe 
water. Money raised through sponsorship will 
help to bring life-saving water to communities 
in places such as Peru and Ethiopia.  If you 
would like to donate to this cause please do so 
on Clare's Justgiving page via the link below 
walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/clares-
fundraising-page115 or post clearly marked 
envelopes with cash donations through the  
Office door.  
 

LONDON MARATHON 
Liam Allmark, a parishioner at St Edmund’s and 
parent at St Mary’s is running the London  
Marathon next month for the Jesuit Refugee  
Service (the UK’s largest Catholic refugee  
charity).  

 

You can find his sponsorship 
page here: www.justgiving.com/
page/liam-allmark-2026    
All funds raised will go towards 
food, housing and other 
essentials for refugees.  
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ST EDMUND’S CHURCH, BECKENHAM 
 
The parish finances for 2025 remained broadly stable, with total income for the year 
of £405,089, very similar to the previous year. The parish continues to depend largely on the 
generosity of parishioners, with donations and regular giving forming the largest part of our  
income, and we are very grateful for the continued support of the congregation. 
 
While overall income remained steady, some other sources of revenue, including rental and 
investment income, were lower than in the previous year. 

 

Total expenditure during the year 2025 was £406,051, reflecting increases in several areas, 
such as modest increases in staffing and clergy-related costs and particularly Diocesan costs. 
These increases placed some pressure on the parish finances during the year.  

 

The Archdiocesan Levy is a regular financial contribution that each parish makes to the  
archdiocese for central services and structures. The pooled income supports the mission and 
administration of the Church throughout the whole region as well as the central  
Administration. Donations specifically for the building fund, or retiring collections for specific 
causes, however, are not leviable. 

 

As a result, the parish recorded a small deficit of £963 in 2025, compared with a surplus in 
2024. Despite this, the overall financial position of the parish remains stable. 

 

We thank all parishioners and supporters of St Edmund’s for their continued generosity, which 
enables the church to sustain its ministry and serve the local community. 
 
           John O'Sullivan (Treasurer) 
           beckenhamfinance@rcaos.org.uk 

Summarised Profit and Loss  
- 2025 2025 2024 VARIANCE 

% VARI-
ANCE 

 
 £ £ £ % 

Income     

Donations and Legacies 335,387 330,305 5,082 14.5% 
Other Trading Activities 0 0 0 0.0% 
Charitable Activities - Income 32,608 36,636 -4,028 -11.0% 
Rent Received 29,322 32,430 -3,108 -25.4% 
Investment Income 3,326 6,197 -2,871 -100.3% 
Other Income 4,446  4,446  

Gross Profit 405,089 405,567 -479 -122.2% 

     

Expenditure     

Fundraising Costs and Donations -28,674 -35,454 6,780 29.4% 
Clergy Costs -53,070 -49,244 -3,826 -120.1% 
Finance Costs -3,650 -2,378 -1,272 -53.5% 
Estate costs -78,529 -81,460 2,931 45.9% 
House and Church expenses -30,281 -26,208 -4,073 -32.7% 
Office Costs -27,958 -22,629 -5,329 -581.1% 
Payroll -90,172 -86,705 -3,466 -4.0% 
Diocesan Costs and Collections -93,719 -57,720 -35,999 -109.5% 

Total Expenditure -406,051 -361,798 -44,253 -825.5% 

     

Net Income/(Expenditure) -963 43,769 -44,732 -947.7% 

     

mailto:beckenhamfinance@rcaos.org.uk


 
300 CLUB 

A few weeks ago we let parishioners know that 
Isabel Blake-James who has run the 300 Club for 
over three years would be relinquishing her role at 
Easter.  We asked for anyone interested in taking 
on this volunteer role to make contact with Fr 
Steve.  
 
Unfortunately, so far no-one has been in touch.  It 
would be a shame to let this club fold; it is a great 
fundraiser for the parish and brings excitement 
each month to the winners of the monthly draw.  
The work can be done entirely from home at any 
time of the day.  Please if you are only a little bit 
interested get in touch with Fr Steve.  

SOUTHWARK DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO 
LOURDES 

Led by Bishop Paul Hendricks  

 

I warmly invite you to join me on this year’s 
SOUTHWARK DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO 
LOURDES: 21st to 28th August 2026.   

 

A pilgrimage is a great opportunity to refresh 
and renew our relationship with the Lord Jesus, 
with the help of Our Lady’s prayers.  I have also 
found it a blessing to be able to accompany and 
to be inspired by other pilgrims, some of whom 
are sick, elderly or disabled.   

 

Details for booking travel and accommodation 
can be found at: https://www.tangney-
tours.com/diocese-pilgrimages/diocese-ca/  

 

We also ask pilgrims to complete a form with 
details, including medical requirements (if any) 
at https://www.catholicassociation.co.uk/
join2026   

 

For more information, please contact  
Canon Edward Perera 
(edwardperera@rcaos.org.uk) or  
Deacon John Fogarty 
johnfogarty@rcaos.org.uk) or 
Bishop Paul Hendricks 
(paulhendricks@rcaos.org.uk)  

URGENT REQUEST FROM THE SVP 

 

A family being helped by our SVP is in urgent 
need of two single beds with mattresses in good 
condition. 

 

If anyone can help please contact:  
beckenhamsvp@gmail.com 

or call 07789 497 482 and leave a message, or 
send a text. 
   Thank you 

VISITING SPEAKER THIS WEEKEND 
 

Fr Steve has invited Peter Brierley to come to  
St Edmund’s to speak about Citizens UK.   

 

Citizens UK is made up of hundreds of member 
organisations that are committed to taking action 
together for social justice and the common good.  

 

Peter will be speaking at all Masses this weekend 
(except the 5.30pm Mass). 

MY DAY BY DAY BOOKLETS FOR EASTER 

 

Booklets for daily reading for Eastertide are now in 
a basket at the back of the church. 

 

We also have Infant and Junior editions which are 
designed to encourage children's interest and  
enjoyment of Easter.   

 

Please take a copy and leave a donation of £1 in 
the wall box in the porch marked CTS. 

A PRAYER FOR MOTHERS DAY 
 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, teach me  
patience and wisdom.  

 
Keep my children from all danger and help 
them to become worthy children of God.  

 
Holy Family of Nazareth, be with us  

every day.  
 

Amen 



MASSES 
 
Sun 15 March Fourth Sunday of Lent 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Delisa & Crescenzo Panetta RIP 
  8.00 am  Dominic Geoghegan RIP 
  9.30 am   Ints of Phil Lennon 
   2nd Scrutiny 
11.00 am   Pro populo 
  5.30 pm  Zygmunt Sobolewski RIP 
 
Mon 16 March Feria 
  9-9.45 am  Exposition 
10.00 am  Anne Wakerley & Family 
11.30 am  Requiem for Patricia Keating 
   
Tues 17 March St Patrick 
  9-9.45 am  Exposition 
10.00 am  Ilean Curry RIP 
 
Wed 18 March  Feria 
  9-9.45 am  Exposition 
 10.00 am  Margaret Ziolek RIP 
10.40 am  Stations of the Cross 
 
Thurs 19 March St Joseph 
 9-9.45 am  Exposition 
10.00 am  Lucy Yong RIP (1st anniv) 
 6.00 pm CLAVER Adoration 
 
Fri 20 March Feria 
 9-9.45 am  Rosary 
10.00 am  Richard & Family 
10.45 am  Exposition 

  3.00 pm  CLAVER  Stations of the Cross 
  6.15 pm   Stations of the Cross 
  7.00 pm  Peter Perdoni RIP 
 
Sat 21 March Feria 
  9-9.45 am  Exposition 
10.00 am  Tony Duggan RIP 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Mary & Danny Loftus RIP 
 
Sun 22 March Fifth Sunday of Lent 
  8.00 am  Pro Populo 
  9.30 am   Roy 
11.00 am   Carmel Cardiff (anniv) 
  5.30 pm  Rance Millward RIP 
   3rd Scrutiny 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Confessions are every Saturday from 
10.30 – 11.00 am and 5.00 – 5.55 pm. 

We pray for all our parishioners  
 
The recently deceased: Angela Calder, Rose 
Elgar, Patricia Weal, John Dias, Patricia Keating, 
Bernie Smith, Albie Houghton.  
 
Those whose anniversaries are at this time: 
Elmer Fox, Anne Reilly, Carolina Phillips, Frances 
Plume, Mary Flood, Magdalena Thomas, Madeline 
Mann, Finola Butler, Margaret Durkin, Ann (Nancy) 
Simms, Eugenia Kedzierska, Dick Laker, Nancy 
Hargreaves, Vincenzina Grillo, Romano Erskine, 
Ann Haines, Dolores Leahy, Annette Virdee, Brenda 
Mary White. 

 

Those recently in ill health: Chris Elgar,  
Catherine McLaughlin, Peter Anthony Jones, Henry 
Ginn, Margaret Mattison, Elias Tchamba, Paul 
Hixson, David Back, Beatrice Allegretti, Arlene 
Sinclair  

 

And all those suffering with long term sickness. 

 

DIARY 
March 
16  Requiem for Patricia Keating at 11.30am 
30   Requiem for Rose Elgar at 11.30 pm 
31  Requiem for Patricia Weal at noon. 
 
April 
 1  Children’s Stations of the Cross 10.30am 
 6  Easter celebratory coffee after morning  
  Mass, in the Hall  

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 
Christian Meditation in the hall every Monday 
from 5.30-6.20 except 2nd Mondays. 
Quiet Monday in the hall on second Mondays 
from 5.30 - 6.20 - see flyer in porch. 

 

Please note the need to arrive promptly and  
respect the need for silence. 

Pray 

   Fast 

      Give 

PATRICIA WEAL RIP 

The family of Patricia Weal would be very happy to 
welcome old friends of their mother to her Requiem 

Mass in the church on Tuesday 31 March and  

immediately afterwards at the reception in the 
church hall. 

MASS TIMES AT ST MARK’S, WEST WICKHAM 
 

Weekdays  
10.00 am daily (except Tuesday) 
6.00 pm (Tuesday only) 

 

Saturday  
6.30 pm Vigil Mass 

 

Sunday Mass 
8.00 am 
10.00 am 
11.30 am 



CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 
 

20 Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP   Website: www.saintedmunds.net 

Parish Office: Phone: 020 8650 0970 Email: beckenham@rcaos.org.uk   

Fr Steve Wymer, Parish Priest: stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk (020 8650 3390) 

Fr Andrew Bishop: andrewbishop@rcaos.org.uk  

Fr Boniface Arapa: bonifacearapa@rcaos.org.uk 

Deacon Seán Murphy: seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk (07960 958 441) 

Safeguarding: safeguardingSG3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk (Yvonne Epale) 

Missionary Sisters of St. Peter Claver:  sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

      (020 8313 3915) 

Sunday 8 March 2026 Yr A 

This weekend’s retiring  
collection is for our local 

branch of the SVP. 

Being formed in the likeness of Christ, we strive to become a truly  
Christ centred community, through humble witness, love,  

compassion and communion. 

YOUNG ADULTS  
I have been told there are a number of you out 
there who were baptised but not confirmed, who 
are a bit too old to join the confirmation group, 
and a bit too young to join the RCIA.  

 

If you are interested in being confirmed please 
contact me and we can take things forward. 
      Fr Andrew 

GIFT AID ENVELOPES 
Envelopes for the next financial year are now on 
the reading slope in the Narthex.   
 
The small packs of envelopes are for those who 
give by standing order. 

MOTHERS’ DAY 

 

Next Sunday 15 March is Mothers’ Day. 

 

Do come along to the Parish Hall after 9:30 am 
Mass to enjoy some well deserved coffees,  
croissants and other treats 

THE EASTER TRIDUUM  
Would Ministers of Holy Communion who  
expect to attend any of the main Easter Triduum 
liturgies please get in touch with Deacon Seán on 
seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk so that we can  
ensure that we have sufficient Ministers to help 
with the distribution of Communion.   

 

We also still need readers for these liturgies,  
Please contact Rosemary at r.ekong@ucl.ac.uk 
indicating which service you will be attending.  
 
The liturgies will be: 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, April 2, 8pm 
Good Friday, April 3, 3pm 
Easter Vigil, 4th April, 7:30pm 
 
Please do respond to these requests asap so that 
this part of the planning for the Triduum can be 
completed. 

Next Monday on 9th March the CWL are having a 
Mass said in St Edmund’s at 12:15 by Fr. Bryan 
Wells, our chaplain. All are welcome to attend, 
and our members are always pleased to welcome 
new members to our group. 
     Gloria Brown 

MISSIO BOXES 
Please hand to a steward at Mass for emptying. 

ST PATRICK’S DAY 
The shop has a selection of St Patrick’s day 
cards, motifs, candles, children’s badges and 
other fine things available from this weekend.  
 

Do drop into the shop to have a browse. 

BIG LENT WALK 

 

Clare McConkey who plays the piano at our 
9.30 Mass and is the leader of Rosie’s choir, 
is taking part in CAFOD's 'Big Lent Walk', 
walking 200km over 40 days in solidarity with 
those who walk miles each day just to access 
safe water. Money raised through sponsor-
ship will help to bring life-saving water to 
communities in places such as Peru and  
Ethiopia.  If you would like to donate to this 
cause please do so on Clare's Justgiving 
page via the link below 
walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/clares-
fundraising-page115 or post clearly marked 
envelopes with cash donations through the 
Office door.  

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST CATHOLIC  
CHARISMATIC PRAYER MEETING  

 

      Wednesday 11 March Join us in the Hall 

 

7.45 pm.  Praise and Worship 
8.00 pm.  Holy Mass 
Celebrant.  Fr Boniface Arapa  
Followed by  Adoration before the  
Blessed Sacrament  
10.00 pm.  Evening concludes  

mailto:beckenham@rcaos.org.uk
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MASSES 
Sun 8 March Third Sunday of Lent 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Joan Walsh RIP 
  8.00 am  Ints of Christine Beedle 
  9.30 am   Alan Chin RIP 
11.00 am   Michael Dowler RIP 
   First Scrutiny 
  5.30 pm  Valerie Parker RIP 

 
 
Mon 9 March Feria 
  9-9.45 am  Exposition 
10.00 am  Beatrice Daga & husbands   
   Francesco & Angelo RIP 
10.45 am  Rosary 
12.15 pm  Mass for the CWL  
   
Tues 10 March Feria 
  9-9.45 am  Exposition 
10.00 am  Fr John Joseph Farrell RIP 
 
Wed 11 March  Feria 
  9-9.45 am  Exposition 
10.00 am  Ints of Jim O’Conner 
10.40 am  Stations of the Cross 
 
Thurs 12 March Feria 
  9-9.45 am  Exposition 
10.00 am  Norma Carroll RIP 
 6.00 pm CLAVER Adoration 
 
Fri 13 March Feria 
  9.30 am  Rosary 
10.00 am  Fr Shaun Budden RIP 
10.45 am  Exposition 

  3.00 pm  CLAVER  Stations of the Cross 
  6.15 pm   Stations of the Cross 
  7.00 pm  Dec’d benefactors and promoters  
   of the Claver Sisters 
 
Sat 14 March Feria 
  9-9.45 am  Exposition 
10.00 am  Cecil Barnes RIP 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Delisa & Crescenzo Panetta RIP 
 
Sun 15 March Fourth Sunday of Lent 
  8.00 am  Dominic Geoghegan 
  9.30 am   Ints of Phil Lennon 
11.00 am   Pro populo 
  5.30 pm  Zygmunt Sobolewski RIP 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Confessions are every Saturday from 
10.30 – 11.00 am and 5.00 – 5.55 pm. 

We pray for all our parishioners – 
 
The recently deceased: Rose Elgar, Patricia Weal, 
John Dias. 
 
Those whose anniversaries are at this time: Kitty 
Conroy, Valerie Parker, Peter Deane, Mary Ellen 
Smith, Yemi Olaonipekun, Anthony Walsh, Anne 
Flynn, Pietro Perdoni, Stanley Barnard, Robert 
Cammiade, Gerry Harris, Ian Beston, Patrick 
Mulcahy, Jack Fleming, Mary Teresa Carroll, 
Maurice Osbourne. 

 

Those recently in ill health: Chris Elgar,  
Catherine McLaughlin, Albie Houghton, Peter 
Anthony Jones, Henry Ginn, Margaret Mattison, 
Elias Tchamba, Paul Hixson, David Back. 

 

And all those suffering with long term sickness. 

 

May the Lord bless them and keep them – Amen. 

DIARY 
March 
9th  CWL Mass at 12.15 pm  
30th   Requiem for Rose Elgar at 11.30 pm 
31st  Requiem for Patricia Weal at noon. 
 

May 
16th  Parish Spring Fair 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 
Christian Meditation in the hall every Monday 
from 5.30-6.20 except 2nd Mondays. 
Quiet Monday in the hall on second Mondays 
from 5.30 - 6.20 - see flyer in porch. 

 

Please note the need to arrive promptly and  
respect the need for silence. 

Pray 

   Fast 

      Give 

Fr Steve was on BBC News London on Tuesday 
when he spoke  briefly about the meaning of Lent.  
Thanks to all of you who sent some lovely emails 
following the broadcast. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn8z2ng73pxo 

MASS AND READINGS 
Many parishioners already use the Universalis web-
site to access the daily readings.  There is also a 
Universalis app for iPhone/iPad and Android, wich 
gives all the readings for each day and a lot more 
besides.:  https://www.universalis.com/n-apps.htm 

A WEEKEND FOR THE BEREAVED 

The Friars, Aylesford 

20 – 22 March 

 

The weekend is for anyone who has experienced 
bereavement, either recently or some time ago.   

 

For more information contact Reception on 01622 
717 272 or email reception@thefriars.org.uk 



CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 
 

20 Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP   Website: www.saintedmunds.net 

Parish Office: Phone: 020 8650 0970 Email: beckenham@rcaos.org.uk   

Fr Steve Wymer, Parish Priest: stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk (020 8650 3390) 

Fr Andrew Bishop: andrewbishop@rcaos.org.uk  

Fr Boniface Arapa: bonifacearapa@rcaos.org.uk 

Deacon Seán Murphy: seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk (07960 958 441) 

Safeguarding: safeguardingSG3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk (Yvonne Epale) 

Missionary Sisters of St. Peter Claver:  sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

      (020 8313 3915) 

Sunday 1 March 2026 Yr A 

 
Please return your Cafod  
envelopes this weekend. 

Being formed in the likeness of Christ, we strive to become a truly  
Christ centred community, through humble witness, love,  

compassion and communion. 

Changes to the times for Rosary and for 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament are 
shown on the back page of this newsletter. 

 

It is a big change to have Exposition before 
Mass so please don’t be caught out by this 
and please remember to enter the church in 
silence and remain in silence until the 
Blessed Sacrament is reposed before the 
start of Mass. 

THE TRANSFIGURATION 
 
We are in the season of Lent and, so far, we have been asked to think about fasting, prayer, and 
self-denial. In other words, the tone has been sombre. Yet today there is a foretaste of future  
glory. Peter, James and John, the three core disciples, often show, in a number of  
gospel stories, a reluctance to embrace the cross. They tend to see the Kingdom of God in  
secular and political terms, and show a reluctance to face suffering. Ironically, they will be those 
closest to Jesus during the Agony in the Garden on the eve of Good Friday. (Matthew 26:37) 
Moreover, James and Peter will both be martyred themselves. It is as if Jesus, by  
revealing who He truly is, is encouraging them and fortifying them for what they are to  
witness. I am sure He is fortifying us too, to persevere in our Lenten journey. Jesus is  
unquestionably revealed as the glorious Son of Man and Son of God, the Light of the World.  

 

Why are Moses and Elijah present? 

 

Moses in Jewish tradition wrote the first five books of the Bible, the Law. Elijah was  
considered the greatest of the Prophets, whose books make up the second division of Jewish  
Bibles. They are witnesses to Christ’s true nature and glory.  The meaning for us is that the Old 
Testament points towards Jesus as the fulfilment of the Jewish people’s hopes, the hopes of the 
whole of humanity. The same idea is present in Luke 24:27, where the Risen Christ  
explains to the disciples on the road to Emmaus that the scriptures foretold that He would have to 
suffer. 

 

Perhaps this Lent we could all dedicate some time to reading some of the key stories of the Old 
Testament which illuminate the Gospels. 
          Fr Andrew 

YOUNG ADULTS  
I have been told there are a number of you 
out there who were baptised but not  
confirmed, who are a bit too old to join the 
confirmation group, and a bit too young to 
join the RCIA.  

 

If you are interested in being confirmed 
please contact me and we can take things 
forward. 
     Fr Andrew 

LAW SURGERY 
Law Surgery is this Monday.  

March 2 

 

Please come to the side door of the Hall at 
6.00 pm and you will be seen in turn. 

MISSIO 
If your Missio box needs emptying please 
hand it to a steward at Mass.  When   
emptied it will be left on the reading slope for 
you to collect. 

 

Please do not take it into the sacristy. 

mailto:beckenham@rcaos.org.uk


LIVING WELL 
You give so generously to  
Living Well when we have 
our regular collections and  
particularly when we have 
seasonal ones at Christmas 
and Easter, and we know 
that a number of our parishioners volunteer 
their time at Holy Trinity Church on a  
regular basis.  

 

The link below takes you to IMPACT  
REPORT 2025 which is the annual report 
of all they did last year.  It is a very  
interesting read which covers the breadth 
of their activities and will inform you of who 
they helped and the different ways they are 
able to offer support to those that come to 

RIP 
Last weekend we lost two of our very long-
standing parishioners who had each  
contributed greatly to our parish over their 
many years here. 

 

Please keep Patricia Weal and Rose Elgar in 
your prayers and pray too for their families.   

 

May they rest in peace. 

READERS FOR THE EASTER TRIDUUM 
 

Maundy Thursday – April 2 at 8.00 pm 
Good Friday – April 3 at 3.00 pm 
Easter Vigil – Saturday April 4 at 7.30 pm 
 
If you would like to read at any of these  
services, please contact Rosemary  
(email only r.ekong@ucl.ac.uk) indicating 
which service you will be attending.  
 
Thank you. 

REMINDER: ST MARY’S ALLOTMENT 
PROJECT - WAITROSE BECKENHAM 

 

St Mary's is currently one of the Waitrose 
Community Matters green token charities and 
they are currently in last place.   

 

If you shop in Waitrose, or can pop in to pick 
up something, please consider picking up a 
green token from the check out and putting it in 
their box!   

 

The funding from Waitrose will buy seeds, 
plants, flowers, compost, pots and child-sized 
tools and gloves. This will help us support 
children to grow, harvest and understand their 
own food. 

ST PATRICK’S DAY 
The shop has a selection of St Patrick’s day 
cards, motifs, candles, children’s badges and 
other fine things available from this weekend.  

 

Do drop into the shop to have a browse. 

GOOD FRIDAY WALK OF WITNESS 
This starts at St Edmund’s with a short 
service at 11.00 am before proceeding 
along the High Street to Beckenham Green 
where there is a second short ecumenical 
service. 

 

As usual the organisers are asking for  
volunteers to help marshal the walk and to 
act as stewards on the Green.  If you think 
you might be able to help please email  
davidjohnson127@talktalk.net with your 
name and contact details. 

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY 

 

Please bring your CAFOD envelopes back to 
church. 

 

You can donate online at cafod.org.uk/
envelope or Text CAFODLENT to 70085 to 
donate £10. 

 

You can also donate using the CollecTin at the 
back of the church. 

 

RCIA – RITE OF ELECTION AND  
LENTEN SCRUTINIES 

Last Saturday our RCIA Catechumens 
(unbaptised) and Candidates (baptised) 
attended the Rite of Election at St 
George’s Cathedral. This service was led 
by Archbishop John, who welcomed 590 
enquirers from the Southwark Diocese. All 
of them were called individually by name 
and now form the group of Elect, who will 
be received into the Catholic Church dur-
ing the Easter Vigil. 
Please pray for our Catechumens,  Ade, 
Ade, Amalia, Glenn, Lucy and Tyrah. And 
also our Candidates, Alexander, Ebany 
and Miles.  They will soon undertake a pe-
riod of prayer and deep reflection  
during the Lenten Scrutinies.  The  
Scrutinies will be held on 8 March during 
the 11am Mass; 15 March during the 9.30 
Mass, and 22 March during the 5.30 Mass. 
Please join us if you can to support and 
pray for their progress. 
     Cathy and Mary 



WORLD DAY OF PRAYER –  
This Friday 6 March 

Please join us for this year’s 
World Day of Prayer, to be held 
on at 11.30 am on Friday, 6 
March at St Mary’s, Shortlands.  
The theme is “I will give you rest, come”, with 
readings and music written by an ecumenical 
group of Christian women from Nigeria. 

   

Our Nigerian sisters call us to come closer to 
God and find rest in him. The service shares 
the stories of four Nigerian women who inspire 
us to work towards a world without injustice, 
poverty, marginalisation and persecution. 

 

The annual, women-led World Day of Prayer 
unites Christian congregations in 146 
countries in a great wave of prayer in native 
languages. The sponsoring country changes 
each year, as does its theme, but it always 
starts near the international date line in 
Samoa, rolls around the globe, then finishes in 
American Samoa 38 hours later.    

 

The service lasts about an hour, and a light 
lunch will follow.  Please put 6 March in your 
diary and come along to meet men and  
women from churches across Beckenham.  

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST CATHOLIC  
CHARISMATIC PRAYER MEETING  

 

Wednesday 25 February  
Join us in the Hall 

 

7.45 pm.  Praise and Worship  
8.00 pm.  Holy Mass 
 Celebrant.  Fr Uduak Abara,  
 Beckenham Hill  
Followed by  Adoration before the  
Blessed Sacrament with healing  
ministry  
10.00 pm.  Evening concludes  

LENT RECONCILIATION SERVICE 

 

Archbishop John Wilson will preside at a 
Lent reconciliation service at St George's 
Cathedral at 6pm on Friday 27 March. All 
are welcome to encounter the peace and 
healing mercy of the Lord Jesus.  

SOUTHWARK CATHOLIC  
YOUTH SERVICE 

The Southwark Catholic Youth Service 
has a number of activities for youth and 
young adults.  

 

For regular updates on forthcoming events, 
sign up to its network at tinyurl.com/
scysnetwork. 

 

For queries on youth activities email 
youth@rcaos.org.uk 

MASS AND READINGS 
 
Many parishioners already use the  
Universalis website to access the daily 
readings.   
 
There is also a Universalis app for iPhone/
iPad and Android, wich gives all the read-
ings for each day and a lot more besides:  
https://www.universalis.com/n-apps.htm 

MOTHERS DAY 
 
Sunday 15 March is Mothers Day. 
 
Do come along to the Parish Hall after 
9:30am Mass to enjoy some well deserved 
coffees, croissants and other treats. 

https://rcsouthwark.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8787d5d770e9ed15b2c9bd5b2&id=aab4b60f8a&e=66044e657d
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MASSES 
Sun 1 March Second Sunday of Lent 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Joe Nolan RIP 
  8.00 am  For the people 
  9.30 am   Michael Hanrahan RIP 

Enrollment Mass for the Confirmation Course 
11.00 am   Marie-Therese Sinon RIP 
  5.30 pm  Aquilina Pampin Mosquera RIP 
 
Mon 2 March Feria 
  9-9.45 am  Exposition 
10.00 am  For God’s mercy on my soul -  
   Isaac 
10.45 am  Rosary 
 
Tues 3 March Feria 
  9-9.45 am  Exposition 
10.00 am  Enam Abonie-Farmer (b’day   
   thanksgiving) 
 
Wed 4 March  Feria 
  9-9.45 am  Exposition 
10.00 am  Ints of the Oksana family 
10.40 am  Stations of the Cross 
 
Thurs 5 March Feria 
  9.45 am  Exposition 
10.00 am  Denise dos Santos Zanardine RIP 
10.40 am  Stations of the Cross 
 6.00 pm CLAVER Adoration and Benediction 
 
Fri 6 March Feria 
  9.30 am  Rosary 
10.00 am  Efisio Floris RIP 
 10.45 am  Adoration 

  3.00 pm  CLAVER  Stations of the Cross 
  6.15 pm   Stations of the Cross 
  7.00 pm  S Taylor (b’day thanksgiving) 
 
Sat 7 March Feria 
  9.45 am  Exposition 
10.00 am  Gerry Bowyer RIP 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Joan Walsh RIP 
 
Sun 8 March Third Sunday of Lent 
  8.00 am  Ints of Christine Beedle 
  9.30 am   Alan Chin RIP 
11.00 am   Michael Dowler RIP 
   First Scrutiny 
  5.30 pm  Valerie Parker RIP 

 

Please read this schedule carefully as the times 
of Exposition and the Rosary have changed. 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Confessions are every Saturday from 
10.30 – 11.00 am and 5.00 – 5.55 pm. 

 
 

We pray for all our parishioners – 

 
The recently deceased: Margaret Lilley,  
Marc Frederick Vinay, Gordon James Walsh,  
Rose Elgar, Patricia Weal. 
 
Those whose anniversaries are at this time: 
George Halpin, Terry Davies, Joseph Duong, 
Margaret Fennessy, Phyllis ‘Betty’ Hanifan, 
Anna Mansfield, Jean Porter, Dan Lodi Ferrari, 
Olga Brookes, Elizabeth Conrath, Barbara Mary 
Cole, Leah Clent, Gerry Bowyer, Frances 
Carroll, Eamon McGrath. 
 
Those recently in ill health: Chris Elgar, 
Maureen Pinkett, Catherine McLaughlin, Albie 
Houghton, Peter Anthony Jones, Henry Ginn, 
Margaret Mattison, Elias Tchamba, Paul 
Hixson. 
 
And all those suffering with long term 
sickness. 

 
May the Lord bless them and keep them – 

Amen. 

DIARY 
March 
2nd  Monday at 6.00 in the Hall Meeting 
  Room 
6th  Friday - World Day of Prayer 
 
April 
18th   A fundraising quiz for Deacon Sean’s 
  charity in Ghana - NEWT 
May 
16th  Parish Spring Fair 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 
Christian Meditation in the hall every Monday 
from 5.30-6.20 except 2nd Mondays. 
Quiet Monday in the hall on second Mondays 
from 5.30 - 6.20 - see flyer in porch. 

 

Please note the need to arrive promptly and  
respect the need for silence. 
Contemplative Saturday on 28 February from 
11-12 in the Hall. 



MASSES 
Sun 22 Feb The First Sunday of Lent 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Antonio & Maria RIP 
  8.00 am  Caroline & Ray Cosham RIP 
  9.30 am   Jackie Shiel RIP 
11.00 am   For the people 
  5.30 pm  Ints of the Pinkett Family 
 
Mon 23 Feb Feria 
10.00 am  John McGrath 
 
Tues 24 Feb Feria 
10.00 am  Bill Boden RIP 
 
Wed 25 Feb  Feria 
10.00 am  Ints of the Oksana family 
10.40 am  Stations of the Cross 
 
Thurs 26 Feb Feria 
10.00 am  Janet Maureen Dunn Browne & 
dec’d’ family members 

No Adoration 
11.30 am  Requiem of Angela Calder  
 6.00 pm CLAVER Adoration 
 
Fri 27 Feb  Feria 
10.00 am  Efisio Floris RIP 
  3.00 pm  CLAVER Stations of the Cross 
  6.15 pm   Stations of the Cross 
  7.00 pm  Oleksandr Milinievsky RIP 
 
Sat 28 Feb  Feria 
10.00 am  Anita Floris & dec’d family          
   members 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Joe Nolan RIP 
 
Sun 1 March The Second Sunday of Lent 
   8.00 am  For the people 
  9.30 am   Michael Hanrahan RIP 
11.00 am   Marie-Therese Sinon RIP 
  5.30 pm  Aqualina Pampin Mosquera RIP 

 
There is Adoration after morning Mass, Monday 

to Saturday, unless otherwise announced. 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Confessions are every Saturday from 
10.30 – 11.00 am and 5.00 – 5.55 pm,  

and usually during Adoration 

WE PRAY FOR ALL OUR PARISHIONERS  

Recently deceased: Angela Calder, Margaret 
Lilley, Marc Frederick Vinay, Gordon James 
Walsh. 
 
Whose anniversaries occur at this time: Ann 
Goy, Margaret Knowles, Patrick Kavanagh, 
Terence McCarthy, Agnes Chambers, Anthony 
John Early, Oleksandr Milinnievski, Charles 
Gerrard, Angela Bowers, John Chilton, Mary 
Ann Booth, Bill McConnell, David Flynn, Paul 
Morris, Mary O’Keeffe, Marie Hayock, Bridget 
Scully, Ronan Commane, Anthony Osei 
 
Recently in ill health: Chris Elgar, Rose Elgar, 
Maureen Pinkett, Catherine McLaughlin, Albie 
Houghton, Peter Antony Jones, Henry Ginn, 
Margaret Mattison, Elias Tchamba. 
 
And all those suffering with long term 
sickness. 

 
May the Lord bless them and keep them – 

Amen. 

DIARY 
February 
26th Funeral of Angela Calder at 11.30 
 

May 
16th Parish Spring Fair 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 
Christian Meditation in the hall every Monday 
from 5.30-6.20 except 2nd Mondays. 
Quiet Monday in the hall on second Mondays 
from 5.30 - 6.20 - see flyer in porch. 
 

Please note the need to arrive promptly.  
 
Contemplative Saturday on 28 February from 
11-12 in the hall. 

Pray 

   Fast 

      Give 
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Sunday 22 February 2026 Yr A 

There is no retiring collection 
this weekend but there will be 
a Cafod speaker at all Masses.   
 
Please take a Cafod envelope 
home with you. 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT AND MORNING ROSARY –  
NEW ARRANGEMENTS  

 
During Lent the Church invites us to re-examine the place of prayer in our lives.  Many people 
pray the Rosary as a way of bringing themselves into that contemplative and humble frame of 
mind where God can reveal himself; others have different ways of opening themselves to his 
healing and sustaining power.  There is, however, one devotion that many of us seldom  
avail ourselves of: sitting before Our Lord, truly present in the Blessed Sacrament, whether in 
repose in the tabernacle or during our almost-daily periods of Adoration in the Church. There 
on the altar, or in the tabernacle, Jesus is truly present to us as though he were sitting beside 
us.  What better source of grace could we hope for than this, what better way of placing our-
selves before him?   
 

For many years at St Edmund’s we have prayed in Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament 
after Mass every day of the week except Sundays.  However, the numbers choosing to do so, 
or who are able to do so, have dwindled over the years, and now we find, as the priest or  
deacon comes to repose the Sacrament once more in the tabernacle, there is often hardly  
anyone present.  For that reason, we have decided to change the timetable for Adoration in 
the hope that more people will be able to spend time before the Sacrament.   
 

New times for Adoration and Rosary 
 

These times will come into effect from Monday 2nd March.  
 
From Monday to Thursday and on Saturday, the Sacrament will be exposed 
from 9am to 9:45 am.  This will enable people to come for as short or as long a 
time as they wish before Mass.   
 
On Mondays the Communal Recitation of the Rosary will take place after 
Mass.   
 
During Lent, there will be no Rosary after Mass on Wednesdays as we will be having  
Stations of the Cross then.  Wednesday Rosary after Mass will be introduced after Easter.   
 
Because of the special nature of Fridays, the pattern for that day will remain as at present, 
with Rosary before Mass and Adoration following Mass from about 10:45 am.   This will 
enable those who wish to spend a full hour in Adoration to do so.   
 

 
To visit the Blessed Sacrament is . . . a proof of gratitude, an expression of love, and a 
duty of adoration toward Christ our Lord (Pope St Paul VI, Mysterium Fidei, 66). 

Fr Steve and Fr Boniface will both be away from Monday to Friday this week as they 
will be attending the Southwark Diocesan retreat.   

Being formed in the likeness of Christ, we strive to become a truly  
Christcentred community, through humble witness, love,  

compassion and communion. 



CATENIANS 
Our focus is on faith, friendship and family and 
we offer the chance to meet fellow  Catholics 
and their families from Beckenham, Hayes and 
beyond. 
 

The Catenians play an important role in 
strengthening Catholic communities.  We meet 
once a month and organise various  social 
events throughout the year. 
 

Our focus is on faith, friendship and family and 
we offer the chance to meet fellow  Catholics 
and their families from Beckenham, Hayes and 
beyond. 
 

If you would like to join our association you can 
be assured of a warm welcome.  For more 
information please phone Andy Holmes on 
07890 008 458 or email: 
acncarriman@ntlworld.com 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
We celebrated three Masses in the church 
on Ash Wednesday, all with the  
imposition of ashes.   
 

The number of people attending each of the 
Masses was really high, and we were so 
pleased to see parents bringing their  
children who were on half term.  
 

The 10.00 am Mass was followed by the 
first Stations of the Cross and many people  
remained after Mass to join in this service. 
 
Thank you to Jan and Cathy who led this 
service. 

PRAY THE ROMERO ROSARY  
AT ST GEORGE’S CATHEDRAL.  

 

Join Archbishop John Wilson and the Cathedral 
clergy in praying the rosary every Friday at 
5pm throughout Lent.  This is a beautiful       
opportunity to draw closer to the Lord Jesus in 
prayer.  Archbishop John will personally lead 
the devotion at the National Shrine of St Oscar 
Romero at St George’s Cathedral (SE1 6HR) 
on Ash Wednesday (18th February) at 5pm, 
and again on Friday 6th and Friday 27th 
March.  On all other Fridays during Lent, the 
Cathedral clergy will lead the rosary, followed 
by the Stations of the Cross at 6pm. Let the   
rosary connect you to the Lord Jesus this    
Lenten season. Find out more at: rcaos.org.uk/
romerorosary  

SPACE FOR PUSHCHAIRS 
 
The layout of the church is proving rather 
challenging as we try to make space for 
pushchairs.  Last week we removed some 
pews along the side walls of the church and 
left space between them so that they could 
be used for pushchairs and still leave the 
aisles free.  We also made a larger space 
near the Memorial Board.  This is only a 
start.  There is more to do, but if anyone 
has suggestions o what we can do, please 
would they contact the parish office. 

PARISH SPRING FAIR 
 

Our parish Spring Fair is on 16 May. 
If you have decided to give up alcohol for Lent, 
we are happy to help you.  
 
The hospitality committee will be collecting 
donations of unopened bottles (both alcoholic 
and non-alcoholic) at all Sunday Masses this 
weekend. These will be kept for the bottle stall 
at the Spring Fair.  
 
Trolleys will be at the back of Church at all 
Masses to receive your donations. 
     Thank you 

BRINGING CHILDREN TO MASS 
Encouragement for Parents 

We have some little pamphlets published 
by the Catholic Truth Society which are 
well worth picking up and taking home.   
 
They are  on the reading slope in the porch 
and a supply is on the CTS stand near to 
the entrance to the loft. 
 
The CTS stand has a number of excellent 
booklets to help you through Lent.  Do take 
a look.   

BAPTISMS AT ST EDMUND’S 
For those wishing to have a child baptised 
at St Edmund’s, please email the dedicated 
account  
 

beckenhambaptism@rcaos.org.uk 
or use the link on our website 
https://stedmunds.churchsuite.com/forms/

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER –  
Friday 6 MARCH 

 

Please join us for this year’s 
World Day of Prayer, to be held 
on at 11.30 am on Friday, 6 
March at St Mary’s, Shortlands.  
The theme is “I will give you rest, come”, with 
readings and music written by an ecumenical 
group of Christian women from Nigeria. 
   

Our Nigerian sisters call us to come closer to 
God and find rest in him. The service shares 
the stories of four Nigerian women who inspire 
us to work towards a world without injustice, 
poverty, marginalisation and persecution. 
 

The annual, women-led World Day of Prayer 
unites Christian congregations in 146 
countries in a great wave of prayer in native 
languages. The sponsoring country changes 
each year, as does its theme, but it always 
starts near the international date line in 
Samoa, rolls around the globe, then finishes in 
American Samoa 38 hours later.    
 

The service lasts about an hour, and a light 
lunch will follow.  Please put 6 March in your 
diary and come along to meet men and  
women from churches across Beckenham.  

READERS FOR THE EASTER TRIDUUM 
 

Maundy Thursday – April 2 at 8.00 pm 
Good Friday – April 3 at 3.00 pm 
Easter Vigil - Saturday April 4 at 7.30 pm 
 
If you would like to read at any of these  
services, please contact Rosemary (email 
only, r.ekong@ucl.ac.uk) indicating which 
service you will be attending.  
     Thank you  

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
 

For the past 50 years Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter has been offering marriage 
enrichment retreats all around the world. 
Focused on couples who want to enrich their 
relationship and gain a deeper 
understanding of the Sacrament of Marriage, 
the retreat offers a unique experience. It’s a 
chance to explore your relationship at a 
deeper, more intimate level, regardless of 
how long you have been together. 
Thousands of couples in the UK have 
benefited from a Marriage Encounter 
weekend retreat, the next 2 retreats are 27th 
Feb-1st Mar in Swindon and 15th-17th May 
in Maidstone, why not find out more 
at wwme.org.uk 

GOOD FRIDAY WALK OF WITNESS 
This starts at St Edmund’s with a short service 
at 11.00 am before proceeding along the High 
Street to Beckenham Green where there is a 
second short ecumenical service. 
 

As usual the organisers are asking for  
volunteers to help marshal the walk and to act 
as stewards on the Green.  If you think you 
might be able to help please email  
davidjohnson127@talktalk.net with your name 
and contact details. 
     Thank you 

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY –  
FRIDAY 27 FEBRUARY 

This Lent, live out the Gospel call to love 
your neighbour.  By fasting and giving what 
you save, you join in Christ’s compassion 
and help another family put food on the 
table. Your donation can help families 
around the world grow food in difficult 
conditions – such as on flood-resistant 
floating gardens or using solar-powered 
water pumps in times of drought. Collect a 
CAFOD envelope from the back of the 
church to bless others with your support, or 
donate online at cafod.org.uk/envelope or 
Text CAFODLENT to 70085 to donate £10. 
 

Thank you in advance for your support. 

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST CATHOLIC  
CHARISMATIC PRAYER MEETING  

 

Wednesday 25 February  
Join us in the Hall 

 

7.45 pm.  Praise and Worship  
8.00 pm.  Holy Mass 
 Celebrant.  Fr Uduak Abara,  
 Beckenham Hill  
Followed by  Adoration before the  
Blessed Sacrament with healing  
ministry  
10.00 pm.  Evening concludes  
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The retiring  
collection is a  
diocesan  
collection for the  
Clergy Support 
Fund. 

PANCAKES 
This Sunday after the 9.30am Mass we will be serving 

pancakes in the hall. 
Do come to the hall and have a treat. 

300 CLUB 
The winners of the February draw which was made at 
last week’s Vigil Mass were: 

£100  Jan Banfield 
£50  Andrea Hixson 
£25  Joseph Watchorn 

 

Congratulations to them all. 

ASH WEDNESDAY IS UPON US! 
 

And with it the start of Lent. Let me quote from our bishops: “Lent is a 40-day fast – a reference to the time  
Jesus spent being tempted in the desert. It’s a time when we can prepare our hearts for the remembrance of 
Christ’s death. Our observance of Lent culminates in the solemn celebrations of Holy Week.  The astute will  
notice that it is more than forty days from Ash Wednesday to Easter, as Sundays do not count – Sunday is  
always a day to remember the Resurrection and to rejoice in that, so you can even have a day off your Lenten 
penances! Some find that this helps us persevere to the end while others, knowing themselves, think it is wiser to 
do penance until Easter arrives. The three pillars of Lent are prayer, fasting and alms-giving. Many would also 
see it as a period to do some spiritual reading, and we all should see it as an opportunity to go to confession, at 
least once.  
 

Fasting 

According to the US Bishops Conference: “Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and 
abstinence for Catholics. In addition, Fridays in Lent (in England and Wales, all Fridays unless a solemnity) are 
obligatory days of abstinence. The norms on fasting are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. (Medical reasons 
may also excuse fasting). When fasting, a person is permitted to eat one full meal, as well as two smaller meals 
that together are not equal to a full meal. The norms concerning abstinence from meat are binding upon mem-
bers of the Latin Catholic Church from age 14 onwards.” (The italics are my comments). 
 

Let me return to what our own bishops say. “Ash Wednesday is a doorway into the Lenten season. The ashes 
themselves come from the burned palms from last year’s Palm Sunday celebration: thus bringing us full circle to 
our last celebration of the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus.  On Ash Wednesday, we are reminded that 
we are called to turn away from sin, to repent and to believe the Good News of our salvation through Christ. 
 

Receiving ashes – an outward sign of an inner step 
As we cross this threshold we customarily receive ashes on our foreheads, in the sign of the cross. This is a  
public mark of our turning again to God, seeking his mercy, forgiveness and help. “We use these words: 
‘Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return’. Yes, we cannot pretend otherwise. Or: ‘Repent, and 
believe in the Gospel’. Yes, we seek the one thing that is absolutely necessary: the grace of God.” 

 

I will end with one more quote from Bishop Philip Egan of Portsmouth: 
“Lent is a spiritual springtime. It’s a joyful season, as the Roman Liturgy puts it, a time when God wants to give 
us new grace and new life.” 
      Lenten Blessings. Father Andrew 

GOOD FRIDAY WALK OF WITNESS 
This starts at St Edmund’s with a short service at 
11.00 am before proceeding aloong the High Street to 
Beckenham Green where there is a second short ecu-
menical service. 

 

As usual the organisers are asking for volunteers to 
help marshal the walk and to act as stewards on the 
Green.  If you think you might be able to help please 
email davidjohnson127@talktalk.net with your name 
and contact details. 

Christian Meditation 
Every Monday – except 2nd Mondays. 
Quiet Monday – 2nd Mondays at 5.30 in the Hall 

The Light of Christ Catholic Charismatic Prayer 
Meeting will join with the parish community in the 
church on Ash Wednesday: 
 06.15pm     Stations of the Cross. 
 07.00pm     Holy Mass  
 08.00pm     We will meet in the parish hall for 
   informal prayer meeting. 

mailto:beckenham@rcaos.org.uk


MASSES 
 

Sun 15 Feb Sixth Sunday 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Dan Walsh RIP 
  8.00 am  Grace Friend-Pereira 
  9.30 am   For the people 
11.00 am   Ints of Mary Bradford 
  5.30 pm  Rita Howard RIP 
 
Mon 16 Feb Feria 
10.00 am  Theresa Murphy 
 
Tues 17 Feb Feria 
10.00 am  Family of Margaret Paes RIP 
 
Wed 18 Feb  Ash Wednesday 

A day of fasting and abstinence 
There will be imposition of the ashes at  

all Masses. 
10.00 am  Margaret Kelleher & Family 
10.40 am  Stations of the Cross 
12.00 pm  Rosamund Wood RIP 
  6.15 pm  Stations of the Cross 
  7.00 pm  Chris Kelly RIP 
 
Thurs 19 Feb Feria 
10.00 am  Sandy Baron RIP 
  6.00 pm CLAVER Adoration 
 
Fri 20 Feb  Feria 
10.00 am  Christopher Carroll RIP (1st anniv) 

  3.00 pm  CLAVER Stations of the Cross 
  6.15 pm   Stations of the Cross 
  7.00 pm  Dec’d member of the Panglose & 
   Brelu-Brelu Families 
 
Sat 21 Feb  Feria 
10.00 am  Margaret Baker RIP 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Antonio & Maria RIP 
 
Sun 22 Feb The First Sunday of Lent 
  8.00 am  Caroline & Ray Cosham RIP 
  9.30 am   Jackie Shiel RIP 
11.00 am   For the people 
  5.30 pm  Ints of the Pinkett Family 

 
There is Adoration after morning Mass Monday to Saturday, 

unless otherwise announced. 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Confessions are every Saturday from 
10.30 – 11.00 am and 5.00 – 5.55 pm,  

and usually during Adoration 

Please pray for the recently deceased: Aurelio 
Spinola, Angela Calder, Margaret Lilley, Marc 
Frederick Vinay, Gordon James Walsh. 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversaries are 
at this time:  Jaqui Lee, Terence McNamara, 
Michael Duffett, Ken Phelps, Anthony Faller, John 
McGrath, Joseph Brady, Eileen Blackeby, Michael 
Dilworth, James Dempsey, Theresa Kennedy, 
Terence Keeley, Margaret Wilkes, Mary Dunne, 
Kenneth Meyrick. 

 

We pray for all who are in ill health, for their 
families and for their carers: Fr Ray Brennan, 
Terry Woollard, Wendy Adams, Elizabeth, 
Rosanna, Hans Halpin, Paul M Williams, Norma 
Powell, Joan Morris, Paul Hixson, Mary-Jo 
McCarthy, Jacqueline Djasrabe, Margaret 
Brocklehurst, Leyla Pattison, Janice McIntosh, 
James Creedon, Sarah-Marie Kench, Duncan, 
Grace, Nora Haugh, Linda Magness, Charles, 
Joyce Edwins, Chris Elgar, Rose Elgar, Maureen 
Pinkett, Catherine McLaughlin, Albie Houghton, 
Sean Lacey, Peter Antony Jones, Margaret 
Mattison, Elias Tchamba.  

DIARY 

February 
26th Funeral of Angela Calder at 11.30 

 

May 
16th Parish Spring Fair 

LENTEN SERVICES 
 

Stations of the Cross and additional Masses 
in Lent 

On Wednesday mornings, 10 am Mass will be 
followed by Stations of the Cross at 
10.40am. 

On Friday evenings there will be Stations of 
the Cross at 6:15 pm, followed by Mass at 
7.00 pm.    

Each week Stations of the Cross will be led by 
members of our parish groups. Thank you to all of 
them for doing this. For those unable to attend, 
there will be copies of the Way of the Cross at the 
back of the church so you can walk the way in your 
own time.  

There will be Stations of the Cross each Friday 
during Lent in the chapel of the Claver Convent at  
89 Shortlands Road, Bromley BR2 0JL  

PARISH SPRING FAIR 
The Parish Spring Fair takes place on 16 May. 
If you are considering giving up alcohol for Lent, we are 
happy to help. The hospitality committee will be 
collecting donations of unopened bottles (both alcoholic 
and non-alcoholic) at all Sunday Masses on the weekend 
of 21st-22nd February. These will be kept for the bottle 
stall at the Spring Fair. Trolleys will be at the back of 
Church at all masses to receive your donations. 

CAFOD 
Next weekend Cafod will be making its Lenten Appeal 
and will be handing our envelopes for you to take away 

and return the following week. 

Printer We currently have no working photocopier or 
large format printer in the office. Please make alternative 
arrangements if you usually rely on us for printing.  
We are so grateful to St George’s who are printing the 
newsletter for us. 



CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 
 

20 Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP   Website: www.saintedmunds.net 

Parish Office: Phone: 020 8650 0970 Email: beckenham@rcaos.org.uk   

Fr Steve Wymer, Parish Priest: stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk (020 8650 3390) 

Fr Andrew Bishop: andrewbishop@rcaos.org.uk  

Fr Boniface Arapa: bonifacearapa@rcaos.org.uk 

Deacon Seán Murphy: seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk (07960 958 441) 

Safeguarding: safeguardingSG3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk (Yvonne Epale) 

Missionary Sisters of St. Peter Claver:  sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

      (020 8313 3915) 

Sunday 8 February  2026  Yr A 

The Retiring Collection this 
weekend is for Living Well. 

PANCAKES 
On Sunday 15 February after the 9.30 Mass we will 
be serving pancakes in the Hall. 
There will be sprinkles and all sorts of goodies to add 
deliciousness to them so we hope to see lots of our 
younger parishioners coming over to enjoy them. 

CONFIRMATION 

This is open to all St Edmund's young people who are 
currently in Year 9 or above. The deadline is 13 
February. Please register here: https://
stedmunds.churchsuite.com/events/aclyhblc 

A SAFE PLACE TO LAND 
The Landings team offers a non-judgemental 
forum to help you to reconnect with the Catholic faith. 
Lay-led meetings are accepting, confidential and 
enriching for all who take part. 
 
The next Programme begins in March. 
For more information contact Andrew at: 
LandingsBeckenham@gmail.com 

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST CATHOLIC  
CHARISMATIC PRAYER MEETING  

Wednesday 11 February  
7.45 pm Praise and Worship  
8.00 pm Holy Mass (Celebrant Fr Boniface        
Arapa)  
Followed by Adoration before the Blessed  
Sacrament with prayer and praise  
10.00 pm Evening concludes  

FROM ZEBRA CROSSINGS TO REFORMING THE 
IMMIGRATION SYSTEM 
Last Thursday I had an interesting chat over coffee 
with Peter Brierley, Assistant Director of Citizens UK 
and Lead Organiser of London Citizens. Founded in 
1989 Citizens UK claim to be ‘the UK’s biggest, most 
diverse and most effective people powered alliance’ 
campaigning for numerous and various causes such 
as zebra crossings on dangerous roads, a decent 
living wage and reforming the immigration system. To 
date, they have 600 organisations involved and 4,000 

community leaders trained in building a better and 
fairer society. Since its foundation hundreds of 
campaigns have been won, a success rate they hope 
will continue. You may be interested to know that the 
very basis and core of Citizens UK are Catholic Social 
Teaching principles. Recently before Christmas 
members of the organisation met with Pope Leo in 
Rome. Later this month or in March I hope Peter will 
come and speak at the Sunday Masses. I will keep 
you posted. – Father Steve 

ST EDMUND’S BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
 

When someone we love dies, it’s natural to want to 
talk, share memories and reflect on our loss. Family 
and friends may offer comfort, but sometimes those 
around us may not fully understand what we’re going 
through. 
  
The St Edmund’s Bereavement Support Group is a 
kind, safe, and understanding space for those 
grieving. In a warm and welcoming environment, 
parishioners can meet others experiencing loss, share 
their feelings, and talk about practical challenges that 
can feel overwhelming. There is no pressure to speak 
– simply being among others can bring reassurance. 
For those who wish to share, there is always a 
listening ear. This supportive group is open to all, 
regardless of faith. We run three groups a year, 
meeting weekly for six weeks. A lovely quality of this 
group is the genuine friendship and mutual support 
that often grows among those who come together 
through shared loss. 
 
 If you would like to know more, please take a leaflet 
from the shelf near the Anniversary Book at the back 
of the Church, or 
email:  beckenhambsg@rcaos.org.uk 

Printer We currently have no working photocopier or 
large format printer in the office. Please make 
alternative arrangements if you usual rely on us for 
printing. Thanks for your patience and understanding. 

LENTEN BIBLE STUDIES 
You are warmly invited to join the Lent 2026 Bible 
Studies, a free, six-week journey presented live online .  
We will lead you through an in-depth exploration of the 
six Lenten Sunday Gospels. 
 
Starts: Tues 17th February at 7.00pm 
Six consecutive Tuesdays: 17 Feb, 24 Feb, 3 Mar, 10 
Mar, 17 Mar, 24 Mar at 7-8:15 pm. 
There is no charge.  LIVE on You Tube 
Registration: comeandsee.org/lent26 

 
We hope to see you online. 
Mauro & Janet Iannicelli 
Come & See Catholic Formation Ministries 

TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION 
A female parishioner, is seeking to rent  temporary  
accommodation for Friday to Sunday nights. This should 
only be for a month or so.  She has experience as a 
carer and would be happy to assist in return.  Please 
contact the Parish Office on 020  8650 0970. 

mailto:beckenham@rcaos.org.uk
mailto:LandingsBeckenham@gmail.com
mailto:beckenhambsg@rcaos.org.uk
https://comeandsee.org/lent26


MASSES 
 

Sun 8 Feb  Fifth Sunday 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Betty Stephens RIP 
  8.00 am  For the people 
  9.30 am   Mary & Eileen RIP 
11.00 am   Wellbeing of Chidolue & Nwosu 
  5.30 pm  Ints of the Pinkett Family 
 
Mon 9 Feb  Feria 
10.00 am  Mary Totterdell RIP 
Noon   Requiem of Bernadette  
   N’Dormadingar 
 
Tues 10 Feb St Scholastica 
10.00 am  Cathy May 
   No Adoration 
 
Wed 11 Feb  Feria 
10.00 am  Dec’d members of the Lennon 
   Family 
   No Adoration 
11.30 am  Funeral Service for Jean  
   Cookman 
  8.00 pm  Charismatic Mass in Hall 
 
Thurs 12 Feb Feria 
10.00 am  Ints of Sr Pat Devine 
  6.00 pm CLAVER Adoration 
 
Fri 13 Feb  Feria 
10.00 am  Robert Halls RIP 
 
Sat 14 Feb  Saints Cyril & Methodius 
10.00 am  Cornelius Donnelly RIP (anniv) 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Dan Walsh RIP 
 
Sun 15 Feb Sixth Sunday 
  8.00 am  Grace Friend-Pereira 
  9.30 am   For the people 
11.00 am   Ints of Mary Bradford 
  5.30 pm  Rita Howard RIP 

 
There is Adoration after morning Mass Monday to 

Saturday, unless otherwise announced. 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Confessions are every Saturday from 
10.30 – 11.00 am and 5.00 – 5.55 pm,  

and usually during Adoration 

Please pray for the recently deceased:  
Bernadette N'Dormadingar, Jean Cookman, Aurelio 
Spinola, Katie Ross, Teresa Cadogan, Kerry 
Skelton, Lady Victoria Okeke, Gertrude Uchenna 
Chigbo, Angela Calder, Margaret Lilley.  
 

Please pray for those whose anniversaries are 
at this time:  Berenice Goodwill, Anne Guinle, Cyril 
Fleming, Jeanette Whiting, Clive Parfitt, Lucienne 
Alphonse, Eamonn Murphy, Odette Shaw, Joanna 
& Dennis Duggan, Margaret Milan, Mary Leonard, 
Derek Crawford, Colette Woods, Carmen Roper, 
Marion Ryan, Eddie Griffin, Michael Lavender, 
Milagros Purvis. 
 
We pray for all who are in ill health, for their 
families and for their carers: Fr Ray Brennan, 
Terry Woollard, Wendy Adams, Elizabeth, 
Rosanna, Hans Halpin, Paul M Williams, Norma 
Powell, Joan Morris, Paul Hixson, Mary-Jo 
McCarthy, Jacqueline Djasrabe, Margaret 
Brocklehurst, Leyla Pattison, Janice McIntosh, 
James Creedon, Sarah-Marie Kench, Duncan, 
Grace, Nora Haugh, Linda Magness, Charles, 
Joyce Edwins, Chris Elgar, Rose Elgar, Maureen 
Pinkett, Catherine McLaughlin, Albie Houghton, 
Sean Lacey, Peter Antony Jones, Margaret 
Mattison, Elias Tchamba.  

DIARY 

February 
8th Pancakes in the Hall after 9.30 Mass 
9th Requiem of Bernadette N’Dormadingar at noon 
11th Funeral Service for Mrs Joan Cookman at 11.30 
26th Funeral of Angela Calder at 11.30 

FLOWERS 

The arrangements in the church this week are in 
memory of Marie Alford RIP who died in November and 
whose birthday would have been this Tuesday.  Marie 
volunteered in the sacristy, brass leaning, flowers and 
with the Mothers’ and Toddlers group. 
Please remember Marie in your prayers. 

LENTEN SERVICES 
 

Whilst it seems that we have just come out of the 
Christmas season, Easter is early this year and the 

season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday on  
February 18.  

 

Stations of the Cross and additional Masses 
in Lent 

On Wednesday mornings, 10 am Mass will be 
followed by Stations of the Cross at 
10.40am. 

On Friday evenings there will be Stations of 
the Cross at 6:15 pm, followed by Mass at 
7.00 pm.    

Each week Stations of the Cross will be led by 
members of parish groups. Thank you to all of them 
for doing this. For those unable to attend there will 
be copies of the Way of the Cross at the back of the 
church so you can walk the way in your own time.  

We can help you on your Lenten journey 
With Lent almost upon us, have you considered what 
you may give up? 
If you are considering giving up alcohol, we are happy to 
help; the hospitality committee will be collecting 
donations of unopened bottles (both alcoholic and non-
alcoholic) at all Sunday Masses on the weekend of 21st-
22nd February. These will be kept for the bottle stall at 
the Parish Spring Fair in May. 
Trolleys will be at the back of Church at those masses to 
receive your donations! Thank you. 
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Sunday 25 January 2026  Yr A 

This Sunday there is a 
second collection for St Georges 

Cathedral 

In one of the Eucharistic prayers, soon after the consecration, the priest asks our Father to accept our 
offering of Christ’s Body and Blood ‘as once you were pleased to accept the gifts of your servant Abel 
the just, the sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith, and the offering of your high priest, Melchizedek, 
a holy sacrifice, a spotless victim.’   

We all know about Abel, and we all know about Abraham, but I expect that most of us are in the same 
boat as a parishioner who asked recently, ‘Who is Melchizedek?’ The answer is that, while we really 
don’t know much about him, what little we do know makes him a towering figure in the holy scriptures.   

He lived at the time of Abraham. God had told Abraham to leave his home in Ur (in modern-day Iraq), 
with Lot, his nephew, and with all their followers, and he led them 400 miles away, to Canaan, and told 
them to settle there (Genesis 12). However, Abraham and Lot became embroiled in local wars, during 
which Lot was captured.  Abraham attacked Lot’s captors and rescued his nephew, and on his return 
from the campaign he met with a local ruler, Melchizedek (Genesis: 14). We are told that Melchizedek 
was both king of Salem (Jerusalem) and ‘a priest of God the Most High’, though we are not told how 
he came to be either: his origins are a mystery. Melchizedek gives thanks to God for Abraham’s 
conquest of their enemies, and he bestows his own blessing on Abraham. If there is a founding-event 
of Judaism, Melchizedek’s blessing of Abraham has a good claim to be it, for it is after this that God 
confirms his promises to Abraham, assuring him that he will become the father of a great people and 
granting him the land of Canaan. 

All very interesting, we might say, but what has it got to do with the Sacrifice of the Mass? Well, we 
can see the answer for ourselves in the last stained glass window on the left as we face the altar here 
in St Edmund’s. It depicts a strange-looking figure, crowned, and richly vested, and he is carrying in 
one hand a loaf of bread and in the other a chalice of wine. The crown is the give-away, though: this is 
not a Christian priest or bishop: he’s Melchizedek, and, like Abraham, he dates from 2000 years before 
Christ: his offering of bread and wine was part of the blessing and thanksgiving service for Abraham’s 
victory (Genesis 14:18). 

The events I have just outlined took place before the birth of Isaac, so well before Abraham had that 
sudden transformative realisation that there is no way that a loving God would want people to persist 
in the practice of human sacrifice. Can it be that, at the very outset of the Abrahamic faith, which we 
share, we see, in a shadowy form, a prefiguring of the Mass? Abraham must not sacrifice his son, 
because God will sacrifice his own; Abel’s sacrifice of animals to God, which would become a 
fundamental part of Judaism, cannot take away sins.  

After his meeting with Abraham, Melchisedek disappears completely from the Old Testament, except 
for a single mention in Psalm 109 (110).  The Psalm is addressed to the Messiah, the longed-for and 
long-awaited priest-king, and it contains these words: ‘You are a priest forever, a priest like 
Melchizedek of old.’  The Church sees in Melchizedek nothing less than a foretelling of the coming of 
the true Messiah, and of how, at Mass, all these centuries later, we will make Jesus’ sacrifice truly 
present in our own lives. – Deacon Seán. 
 

Are there any other shady characters or Catholic curios you’d like to read about in this newsletter? 
Email the parish office with your suggestions and one of the clergy team will do their best to 
demystify... 

Being formed in the likeness of Christ, we strive to become a truly Christ 
centred community, through humble witness, love, compassion  

and communion. 

DO YOU KNOW THIS MAN? 

mailto:beckenham@rcaos.org.uk


ST EDMUND’S BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
 

When someone we love dies, it’s natural to want to 
talk, share memories and reflect on our loss. 
Family and friends may offer comfort, but 
sometimes those around us may not fully 
understand what we’re going through. 
  
The St Edmund’s Bereavement Support Group 
is a kind, safe, and understanding space for those 
grieving. In a warm and welcoming environment, 
parishioners can meet others experiencing loss, 
share their feelings, and talk about practical 
challenges that can feel overwhelming. There is no 
pressure to speak – simply being among others 
can bring reassurance. For those who wish to 
share, there is always a listening ear. This 
supportive group is open to all, regardless of 
faith. We run three groups a year, meeting weekly 
for six weeks. A lovely quality of this group is the 
genuine friendship and mutual support that often 
grows among those who come together through 
shared loss. 
 
 If you would like to know more, please take a 
leaflet from the shelf near the Anniversary Book at 
the back of the Church, or 
email:  beckenhambsg@rcaos.org.uk 

ST GEORGE’S CATHEDRAL  
SECOND COLLECTION 

25
TH

 JANUARY 
 
For over half a century, St George’s Cathedral has 
been the Mother Church of the Archdiocese of 
Southwark, home to 175 parishes and over 50,000 
Roman Catholics. For many Catholics living and 
working across London and the South East of 
England, St George’s has been a beacon of light. 
 
Today, St George’s Cathedral continues to attract 
thousands of worshippers and visitors each year, 
as well as serving a lively local parish community 
which proudly reflects the rich cultural and ethnic 
diversity of South London. The Cathedral 
frequently hosts important Diocesan and national 
celebrations. 
 
There is a rich musical tradition, maintaining a choir 
of boys and men, as well as a girls’ choir, both of 
which sing at Sunday Masses and on major feasts. 
In many respects, St George’s Cathedral serves as 
a spiritual home and ‘beehive’ for Catholic 
evangelisation and mission. 
 
St George’s Cathedral is entirely reliant upon the 
generosity of its parishioners, volunteers and the 
Archdiocese of Southwark to keep its doors open.  
It does not receive Vatican or government funding, 
nor has an endowment to rely on.  Your support 
can enable the Cathedral to remain open daily to 
those seeking a place of peace, prayer and 
worship. Thank you! 
Donate Online: www.rcaos.org.uk/Cathedral  

RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 
 
Archbishop John Wilson will celebrate Mass for 
Racial Justice Sunday at St George’s Cathedral 
on Sunday 1 February at 10am. Racial Justice 
Sunday is a time for the Church to pray, reflect and 
take action against racism, while celebrating the 
diversity of our Archdiocese. Everyone is invited to 
take part, and those who wish may wear national or 
cultural dress as a sign of unity and pride. 
  
If you would like, please gather outside the 
cathedral at 9.45am to join the procession of 
national flags. After Mass, all are welcome to gather 
in Amigo Hall for refreshments — a chance to meet 
one another, share experiences and continue the 
conversation about faith and inclusion. 
 
You are warmly encouraged to attend in person, 
but if you cannot make it you can watch the 
livestream through the following link:  
https://www.youtube.com/live/fdmGwmESSgI 

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST CATHOLIC 
CHARISMATIC PRAYER MEETING  

 

Wednesday 28 January in the Hall  
 

7.45 pm Praise and Worship 
8.00 pm Holy Mass  
  (Celebrant Fr David Gummett)
Followed by.  Adoration before the Blessed 
Sacrament with healing ministry. 
10.00 pm Evening concludes  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Living Well are always looking for new volunteers 
to get involved - with foodbank, in our charity shop, 

in the cafe and kitchen, in pastoral care and in 
advocacy.  If anyone is interested please email 

hello@livingwell.life  or via https://
www.livingwell.life/  

 
Could you spare a few hours during the year to 
help Mary’s Meals ? They are looking for parish 
reps, volunteer speakers (training provided!) and 
help at events. Any little you can offer will make a 
huge difference to children in the world’s poorest 

communities. Please contact Roy Peachey 
roy.peachey@marysmeals.org or 07593 447297 

marysmeals.org.uk. 

CONFIRMATION 
 

 
This is open to all St Edmund's young people who 
are in Year 9 or above in the school year from 
September 2026.  
Please register using this link: 
https://stedmunds.churchsuite.com/events/

mailto:beckenhambsg@rcaos.org.uk
http://www.rcaos.org.uk/Cathedral
https://www.youtube.com/live/fdmGwmESSgI


SVP BECKENHAM 

Our local St Vincent de Paul group (SVP) would like 
to thank all of those who helped out with the annual 
Christmas lunch held for parishioners in December. 
in a beautifully decorated hall.  We welcomed 68 
people into the hall with Christmas music in the 
background played by a quartet of cellists led by our 
own Richard. At other times we had background 
music by our pianist, Rose. 

Guests enjoyed a 3-course lunch that was very well 
received. Ensuring that all dietary requirements 
were met was no mean task, and this was carefully 
executed by our kitchen team! To accompany all the 
food was an assortment of drinks – wines and non-
alcoholic drinks. 

To crown it all, ‘Mini Vinnies’ (young SVP members) 
from St Mary’s Primary School sang Christmas 
carols and gave out handmade cards to all 
attendees. And.not to forget other SVP members 
who were on hand on the day – Ben, Ian, Fiona, 
Pauline, Helena, John, and Rosemary. 

Photos are on the noticeboard. 

MEDITATION 
 

Quiet Monday – 2nd Monday in the hall from  
5-6pm 

(see notice board) 

Christian Meditation – 3/4/5 Monday in the hall 
from 5.30-6.20 pm except Bank Holidays 

Please arrive promptly. 

300 Club January winners 

No 91—Ticcy Collings £25 

No 71—Mary Lambeth £50 

No 158—Francesca Fear £100 

LOST PROPERTY 

We have acquired rather a lot of lost property in the 
Parish Office, waiting to be reunited with its owners! 
Please take a look in the box in the narthex (porch) 
this week and reclaim any lost belongings, or the 
parish admin team will start wearing it ... (We will 

donate the rest to a charity shop). 

SUPPORT FOR MARRIAGES 
 
Marriage and Family Life events organised for 
2026 include: 
 
Building a Better Marriage (BABM) a one-day 
event in different deaneries where couples 
can  gain valuable insights into communication and 
the call of the Church to be married, helping 
husbands and wives to make their marriages 
better. 
 
Sycamore Growing in Faith together (GIFT) 
for married and engaged couples is an ONLINE 
course, which has been developed in collaboration 
with the Southwark Marriage and Family Life team, 
consisting of four one hour-long sessions via Zoom 
 
Rooted in Love – an online monthly meet up to 
hear a scripture reading and discuss ideas relevant 
to married Catholic couples / couples where one is 
RC  
Details on noticeboard for dates and contact info. 

Marriage Preparation  
residential weekend course 

13 – 15 March 2026 
 

The CHC’s weekend marriage prep course is 
intended for couples who wish to engage more 
deeply with the Catholic vision for marriage. 
Structured around the elements of the marriage 
rite, couples will reflect deeply on foundational 
Scriptural texts to gain a deeper understanding 
of both the natural and Sacramental aspects of 
Matrimony. The weekend is framed by prayer, 
time for reflection personally and as a couple, 
group discussion and a social.   

https://christianheritagecentre.com/events/

ST BLAISE’S WELL, BROMLEY 
 

Our annual walk to St Blaise’s Well, 
Bromley,  will be on Sunday, 1st February, and 
the Blessing of the Well, by the parish priest of 
St Joseph’s, will take place at ‘2.30 pm. 
 

Walkers should meet at 1.00 pm at the 
Mansion in Beckenham Place Park, but those 
seeking a shorter walk,  avoiding Bromley Hill , 
may prefer to wait outside the Churchill Theatre 
at 2.10 pm. All should be appropriately clad and 
suitably shod. – Michael Elmer. 



MASSES 
 

Sun 25 Jan Third Sunday 
  8.00 am  Intentions of the Hickey Family 
  9.30 am   Ellen and John McGrath RIP 
   Muriel and Joe Briddock RIP 
11.00 am   For the people 
  5.30 pm  Noreen Dowling RIP (anniv) and 
   Katrina Fleming RIP (anniv) 
 

 
Mon 26 Jan Saints Timothy and Titus 
10.00 am  Thomas Walsh RIP 
 
Tues 27 Jan Feria  
10.00 am  Lilly Valles McKenzie and  
   deceased family members RIP 
 
Wed 28 Jan  St Thomas Aquinas  
10.00 am  Frank Dyer RIP 
  8.00 pm  Charismatic Mass in Hall 
 
Thurs 29 Jan Feria  
10.00 am  Alfonso and Mariucca Nest RIP 
  6.00 pm CLAVER Adoration 
 
Fri 30 Jan  Feria 
10.00 am  Edwin Voss RIP 
 
Sat 31 Jan  St John Bosco 
10.00 am  Esther Browne RIP 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Delisa and Crescenzo Panetta RIP 
 
Sun 1 Feb  Fourth Sunday 
  8.00 am  Intentions of the O’Keefe family 
  9.30 am   Ints of Michael Kearns and family 
11.00 am   Margaret Paes RIP 
  5.30 pm  For the people 
 

Confessions are every Saturday from 
10.30 – 11.00 am and 5.00 – 5.55 pm,  

and usually during Adoration 
 

There is Rosary every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at 9.30 am and Adoration after  

morning Mass from Monday to Saturday,  
unless otherwise announced. 

Please pray for the recently deceased: Fr James Hay 
Sybille Clarke, Marie Benham, John O'Gorman, 
Bernadette N'Dorma, Gerard Mulhall, Jean Cookman 
Aurelio Spinola, Andre Delalandre. 
 
Please pray for those whose anniversaries are at this 
time:  Dr Eamon Fenton, Tom Gower, Cheryl 
McGoldrick, Gibson Sikaleya, Frank Donagh, Alice 
Appiah-Gyan, Thomas Bromell, Caroline Pearson, Bill 
Boyd, Yvonne Harvey, Jason Du Haney, Richard Lee, 
Brian Russell, Jim McNamara, Michael Akpenyi, 
Catherine Jones 
 
We pray for all who are in ill health, for their families 
and for their carers: Fr Ray Brennan, Terry Woollard, 
Wendy Adams, Elizabeth, Rosanna, Hans Halpin, Paul M 
Williams, Norma Powell, Joan Morris, Paul Hixson, Mary-
Jo McCarthy, Jacqueline Djasrabe, Margaret 
Brocklehurst, Leyla Pattison, Janice McIntosh, James 
Creedon, Sarah-Marie Kench, Duncan, Grace, Nora 
Haugh, Linda Magness, Charles, Teresa Cadogan, Joyce 
Edwins, Chris Elgar, Rose Elgar, Maureen Pinkett, 
Catherine McLaughlin, Albie Houghton, Katie Ross, Sean 
Lacey, Peter Antony Jones 

DIARY 
 

January 
25 January –  Second collection for St Georges 
Cathedral 
February 
1 February – Racial Justice Sunday mass  
St George’s Cathedral,10am 

The family of Beckenham’s much loved street 
cleaner Michael Dowler would like to invite those 
who knew him to a memorial drink on Saturday 21 
February at 1pm at Erin’s – Beckenham High 
Street. To give his family an idea of numbers 
please let them know if you plan to attend by 
dropping a message to N. S. Wibberley Funerals 
beckenham@nswfunerals.com  

Liam Conlon MP will be discussing 
How we address the rise of the far right with 

charity HOPE NOT HATE at  
St Georges Church, Beckenham  

on Thursday 29 January. 
Doors open: 5.30pm / Event: 6–7pm. 

Booking is essential. 
Please visit: https://bit.ly/HOPEnothateRSVP 

or email:  liam.conlon.mp@parliament.uk 
or scan the QR code at the back of the church.  

RECONCILIATION 
 

Christ entrusted the Church with a profound gift of 
healing through the Sacrament of Penance and 

Reconciliation. This sacrament restores our 
relationship with God and the Church, strengthens 
our conscience, and reminds us that ‘In him we live 

and move and have our being’ (Acts 17:28).  
 

It invites us not only to receive mercy but to share 
it, echoing St Francis of Assisi’s wisdom that ‘It is in 

pardoning that we are pardoned.’ We encourage 
our parishioners to make use of this important 
sacrament, which is an encounter with God’s  

loving mercy.  

THANK YOU ROSEMARY 
 

The clergy and all the parish staff would like to say 
a big thank you to Rosemary for all she has done 
over the last ten years. Her kindness, compassion 
and thoughtfulness has been so very appreciated. 

We wish her all the best. 
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Sunday 18 January 2026  Yr A 

This Sunday there is a 
retiring collection for Pax Christi 

‘When you offer a Mass intention, you are not “buying prayers.” You are joining your love to the 
Sacrifice of Christ, asking that His saving grace be applied to a soul, a need, or a cause dear to your 
heart.’ – Anthony Okoloba. 

I came across this quotation recently by a Catholic Nigerian layman who posts on spiritual matters. On 
this at least, he struck a chord with me. The sacrifice of the mass is a concept that is not shared with 
Protestants, but the belief goes back to the earliest times. The Fathers of the Church saw the mass as 
a fulfilment of the prophecy of Malachi (1:11), “ From the rising of the sun even to the going down……
and in every place there is a sacrifice and there is offered in my name a clean oblation.” You might 
recognise this reference in Eucharistic Prayer 3, near the start. 

We should understand that the saving sacrifice of Christ’s death on the cross, is offered once and for 
ever (as Protestants remind us) but the Church believes the mass “makes present the one sacrifice of 
Christ the Saviour” (CCC 1330) for us in the here and now. That eternally significant moment on 
Calvary is made present to us in a tangible way. 

And the Church has long taught that it makes present Christ’s graces to both the living and the 
dead.  When, in the 4th century, St Monica was dying a long way from home, she told her son St 
Augustine that he shouldn’t worry about where she was buried as long as he “remembered her at the 
altar of the Lord.” So it is right that we wish to have mass said for our loved ones, living or dead, so 
they are remembered at the altar of the Lord. After all, the mass is the greatest of prayers as it is the 
one that Jesus prayed on Calvary.  

Yet, though at a Funeral or Requiem mass it is right that the deceased are mentioned in a special way, 
for other masses we recognise that the mass is also offered for the whole community. In the eucharistic 
prayer – whichever one the priest is using – we always pray for the Pope, Bishop, Church, and the living 
and the dead. Indeed, Eucharistic Prayer 1 talks about “this sacrifice of praise” we bring to God. The 
mass is also about our sacrifice we bring to join with the sacrifice of Christ, not that we are worthy by 
ourselves, but because everything is redeemed by His self-sacrifice that we are called to imitate. 

In this sense, it is appropriate that we make an offering, or mass stipend, that we contribute. For a long 
time, mass stipends have been used to finance the clergy and to many, unfortunately, it seems rather 
like buying a sacrament. In some countries they pay clergy a fixed salary and all mass stipends go into 
a central pot. Personally, I would favour moving to such a system here too. – Fr Andrew. 

Being formed in the likeness of Christ, we strive to become a truly Christ 
centred community, through humble witness, love, compassion  

and communion. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

300 Club 
The 300 Club draw will take place this Saturday 
following the 6.00 pm mass. 

Retrouvaille helps marriages. Does your 
marriage need some help with communication 
and trust? Our online course can bring hope 
and healing to relationships. 
Next date: 12th February 2026 (Last call!) 
www.retrouvaille.org.uk   Tel: 07887 296983 

St Catherine’s Catholic School for Girls in Bexleyheath 
is seeking to appoint Examination Invigilators to 
support and guide students calmly during their exams. 
To apply, please visit St Catherine's Catholic School 
– Support Staff Vacancies online. 

CONFIRMATION 2026 
To sign up, please fill out the application form at: 
https://stedmunds.churchsuite.com/events/
aclyhblc (Places are limited so do it promptly!) 

mailto:beckenham@rcaos.org.uk


MASSES 
 

Sun 18 Jan Second Sunday 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Delisa and Crescenzo  
   Panetta RIP 
  8.00 am  Intention of the Ewings Family 
  9.30 am   For the people 
11.00 am   Wellbeing of Cynthia Tochi Ngba 
  5.30 pm  Mary Totterdell RIP 
   Eileen Sheehan RIP (1st anniv) 

 

Mon 19 Jan Feria 
10.00 am  Eileen Kearns RIP 
  3.00 pm  Requiem for Chris Kelly 
 

Tues 20 Jan Feria  
10.00 am  Pietro and Iolanda Muntoni RIP 
  4.00 pm  Week of Christian Unity Vespers 
 

Wed 21 Jan  St Agnes Virgin and Martyr  
10.00 am  Intentions of the Judge family 
  8.00 pm  Charismatic Mass in Hall 
   (Celebrant Fr Kenneth Iwunna) 
 

Thurs 22 Jan Feria  
10.00 am  Spiritual and physical wellbeing of  
   Miss Tanvi Parmar 
  6.00 pm CLAVER Adoration 
 

Fri 23 Jan  Feria 
10.00 am  Helene Lees RIP 
 

Sat 24 Jan  St Francis de Sales 
10.00 am  Gerald Baker RIP 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Bruno Panetta RIP 
 

Sun 25 Jan Third Sunday 
  8.00 am  Intentions of the Hickey Family 
  9.30 am   Ellen and John McGrath RIP 
11.00 am   For the people 
  5.30 pm  Noreen Dowling RIP (anniv) and 
   Katrina Fleming RIP (anniv) 
 

Confessions are every Saturday from 
10.30 – 11.00 am and 5.00 – 5.55 pm,  

and usually during Adoration 
 

There is Rosary every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at 9.30 am and Adoration after  

morning Mass from Monday to Saturday,  
unless otherwise announced. 

We pray for all who have died: 
Chris Kelly, Fr James Hay, Sybille Clarke, Marie Benham 
and John O’Gorman, Bernadette N’Dormadinger. 
 
Please pray for those whose anniversaries are at this 
time: Eileen Sheehan, Tanya Clarke, Terry McGee, 
James O’Reilly, Baby William ‘Wotsit’ Pemberton, 
Maureen Finch, Linda Turp, Samuel Sana, Emily 
Edwards, Gerard Lovett, Patrick McInally, Monica 
Cronin, Michael O’Sullivan, Nikolaos Klokanos, Colm 
Byrne, Dr Alexander Uchwe, Michael Wright, Walter 
Grubb, Juana Chacaltana, Joan Salmon, Mary 
Callaghan, Katrina Fleming, Brigitte Savreux O’Driscoll, 
Sr Helen Carey FMA, Jean Cullen, Kathleen Phelan, 
Mabel Graves, Raymond Willis, John O’Hagan, Monica 
Hayland, Anne Lymbery and May McMahon. 
 
We pray for all who are in ill health, for their families 
and for their carers: Fr Ray Brennan, Terry Woollard, 
Wendy Adams, Elizabeth, Rosanna, Hans Halpin, Paul 
M Williams, Norma Powell, Joan Morris, Paul Hixson, 
Mary-Jo McCarthy, Jacqueline Djasrabe, Margaret 
Brocklehurst, Leyla Pattison, Janice McIntosh, James 
Creedon, Sarah-Marie Kench, Duncan, Grace, Nora 
Haugh, Linda Magness, Charles, Reggie Rock, Teresa 
Cadogan, Joyce Edwins, Chris Elgar, Rose Elgar, 
Maureen Pinkett, Catherine McLaughlin, Albie Houghton. 

DIARY 

January 
Sunday 18 – Friday 23 – Week of Prayer for  
Christian Unity 2026 
February 
1 February – Racial Justice Sunday mass 
St George’s Cathedral,10am 
2 February – Requiem for Marie Benham 

RECONCILIATION 
 

Christ entrusted the Church with a profound gift of 
healing through the Sacrament of Penance and 

Reconciliation. This sacrament restores our relationship 
with God and the Church, strengthens our conscience, 
and reminds us that ‘In him we live and move and have 

our being’ (Acts 17:28).  
 

It invites us not only to receive mercy but to share it, 
echoing St Francis of Assisi’s wisdom that ‘It is in 

pardoning that we are pardoned.’ We encourage our 
parishioners to make use of this important sacrament, 

which is an encounter with God’s loving mercy.  

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
Churches Together in Beckenham is an opportunity to 

share with other Christians in fellowship. 
 

Sunday 18th January 5.30pm: Choral Evensong 
St George’s Church, High Street, BR3 1AX 
 

Monday 19th January 11am-2pm: Craft Afternoon 
Beckenham Methodist Church, Bromley Road, BR3 5JE 
 

Monday 19th January 8pm: Taizé Service 
Beckenham Baptist Church, Elm Road, BR3 4JB 
 

Tuesday 20th January 4pm: Evening Prayer 
St Edmund’s Church, Village Way, BR3 3NP 
 

Wednesday 21st January 10.30am: Service of Holy 
Communion, St George’s Church, High Street, BR3 1AX 
 

Thursday 22nd January 9.30am-2pm: Green Bird Café 
St John’s Church, Eden Park Avenue, BR3 3JN 
 

Friday 23rd January 9.00am: Morning Prayer 
St Paul’s Church, Brackley Road, BR3 1RB 
 

Everyone Welcome! www.ctib.uk 

Liam Conlon MP will be discussing How we address the 
rise of the far right with charity HOPE NOT HATE at  
St Georges Church, Beckenham on Thursday 29 

January. Doors open: 5.30pm / Event: 6–7pm. 
Booking is essential. 

Please visit: https://bit.ly/HOPEnothateRSVP 
or email:  liam.conlon.mp@parliament.uk 

or scan the QR code at the back of the church.  

Meditation every Monday in the Hall from 
5.30 – 6.20 pm, except for the first Monday of each month 

and bank holidays. Please arrive promptly and  
observe the need for silence.  



CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 
 

20 Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP   Website: www.saintedmunds.net 

Parish Office: Phone: 020 8650 0970 Email: beckenham@rcaos.org.uk   

Fr Steve Wymer, Parish Priest: stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk (020 8650 3390) 

Fr Andrew Bishop: andrewbishop@rcaos.org.uk  

Fr Boniface Arapa: bonifacearapa@rcaos.org.uk 

Deacon Seán Murphy: seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk (07960 958 441) 

Safeguarding: safeguardingSG3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk (Yvonne Epale) 

Missionary Sisters of St. Peter Claver: 

 sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com (020 8313 3915) 

Sunday 11 January 2026  Yr A 

Next Sunday there will be a  
retiring collection for Pax Christi 

Happy New Year to you all. 

Once again on behalf of the clergy and staff at St Edmund’s I would like to express my heartfelt thanks 
for all the gifts and cards we’ve received over this Christmas Season and the kindness and support 
you have shown us throughout the year. Thanks indeed for your generous Christmas offerings for  
your priests. 

You may recall Archbishop John’s pastoral letter for the Solemnity of the Holy Family two weeks ago. 
Having reread it, I’ve selected one sentence and two longer passages for you to reflect on as we begin 
this year of 2026. 

‘In Christ, the radiant hope of God’s love and mercy shines into every heart and family’. 

‘In the mystery of Christmas, the love of God took flesh and dwelt amongst us. How can we work     
together, co-responsibly, to help make that love real? How can we reach out and accompany those in 
need in our community: the housebound, the elderly, the bereaved, the isolated, the family new to the 
parish, and the person who sits alone at Mass? How can we strengthen what is already good amongst 
us: food banks, winter night shelters, parish support groups, care for prisoners, and school outreach?’ 

Today, we entrust our families, and our whole Archdiocese, to the Holy Family of Nazareth. Thank you 
to parents, grandparents, extended family and carers, for your patience and quiet sacrifices that bring 
the truths of the Holy Family to life. Thank you for your efforts to hand on our beautiful Catholic faith to 
your children. Thank you too, to our young people for your witness. None of us should ever be 
ashamed of the Gospel. Christ never diminishes life but enlarges it. Those who entrust themselves to 
him are never disappointed. 

May God bless you all – Fr Steve. 

 

Being formed in the likeness of Christ, we strive to become a truly Christ 
centred community, through humble witness, love, compassion  

and communion. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

CONFIRMATION 2026 
Full information and 
enrolment details will be in 
next weekend’s newsletter. 
Please sign up promptly as 
spaces are limited. 
 
WELCOME & GOODBYE 
We are delighted to 
welcome Michele to the 
parish office team and very 
much hope she enjoys her 
new role. Michele will be 
working with Barbara in the      
parish office and replaces 
Rosemary who retires next 
Friday – we wish her all  
the best. 

MAKE A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION – JOIN THE CATENIANS! 
 

Whether you are new to the parish or just interested in making new 
friends, you will be assured of a warm welcome at the Catenians. 
 
The Catenians play an important role in strengthening Catholic 
communities. The Beckenham branch of the association meets once 
a month and organises various other social events throughout the 
year. 
Our focus is on faith, friendship and family, and we offer the chance 
to meet fellow Catholics and their families from Beckenham, Hayes 
and beyond. 
 
We also organise raffles to raise money for good causes, including  
St Christopher’s Hospice and the Priest Training Fund of the 
Archdiocese of Southwark.  If you would like to come to one of our 
meetings or find out more about the association, please phone Andy 
Holmes on 07890 008458 or email acncarriman@ntlworld.com. 

mailto:beckenham@rcaos.org.uk
mailto:acncarriman@ntlworld.com


MASSES 
 

Sun 11 Jan The Baptism of the Lord 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Stewart, Elena and Sullivan  
   families 
  8.00 am  Mary Totterdell RIP  
  9.30 am   For the people 
11.00 am   Jane Morey RIP 
  5.30 pm  
 
Mon 12 Jan Feria 
10.00 am  Brian Mulcahy RIP  
 
Tues 13 Jan Feria  
10.00 am  Douglas Arthur RIP 
 
Wed 14 Jan  Feria  
10.00 am  Intentions of Jim Conner 
  8.00 pm  Charismatic Mass in Hall 
 
Thurs 15 Jan Feria  
10.00 am  Eamon Walsh RIP 
  6.00 pm CLAVER Adoration 
 
Fri 16 Jan  Feria 
10.00 am  Intentions of Bridie Sharpe 
 
Sat 17 Jan  St Anthony, Abbot 
10.00 am  Gerald Baker RIP 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Delisa and Crescenzo  
   Panetta RIP 
 
Sun 18 Jan Second Sunday 
  8.00 am  Intention of the Ewings Family 
  9.30 am   For the people 
11.00 am   Wellbeing of Cynthia Tochi Ngba 
  5.30 pm  Mary Totterdell RIP 

 
Confessions are every Saturday from 
10.30 – 11.00 am and 5.00 – 5.55 pm,  

and usually during Adoration 
 

There is Rosary every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at 9.30 am and Adoration after  

morning Mass from Monday to Saturday,  
unless otherwise announced. 

We pray for all who have died: 
Mary Aileen Shannon, Chris Kelly, Giovanni Battista 
Collu and Fr James Hay 
 
Please pray for those whose anniversaries are 
at this time: Fabrizio Lanzetti, Frank Penston, John 
Goodwill, Bridget Obiageli Ilodigwe,  
Sr Laserian Fleming, Michael Fitzpatrick, Harry 
McGuigan, Jean Harrigan, Carol Williams, Kathleen 
Bryon, Agnes Burns, Leo Carroll, Nora Teresa Kidd, 
Ita Philomena Mary Smith, Sharon Oates, William 
Webster, Peggy Brown, baby Charlotte Mary 
Flannery, Geraldine Margaret Muir, Lourdes Ceniza 
 
We pray for all who are in ill health, for their 
families and for their carers: Fr Ray Brennan, 
Terry Woollard, Wendy Adams, Elizabeth, 
Rosanna, Hans Halpin, Paul M Williams, Norma 
Powell, Joan Morris, Paul Hixson, Mary-Jo 
McCarthy, Jacqueline Djasrabe, Margaret 
Brocklehurst, Leyla Pattison, Janice McIntosh, 
James Creedon, Sarah-Marie Kench, Duncan, 
Grace, Nora Haugh, Linda Magness, Charles,  
Reggie Rock, Teresa Cadogan, Joyce Edwins, 
Chris Elgar, Rose Elgar, Maureen Pinkett. 

DIARY 
 

January 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2026 runs from 
Sunday 18 – Friday 23 January (poster at the 
back of church has full details). This includes: 
Tues 20 January – Vespers 4pm 

 

Meditation every Monday in the Hall from 

5.30 – 6.20 pm, except for the first Monday of each 
month and bank holidays. 

Please respect the need to arrive promptly and  

observe the silence. 

ST EDMUND’S BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
When someone we love dies, it’s natural to want to talk, 
share memories and reflect on our loss. Family and friends 
may offer comfort, but sometimes those around us may 
not fully understand what we’re going through. 
  
The St Edmund’s Bereavement Support Group is a 
kind, safe, and understanding space for those grieving.  
In a warm and welcoming environment, parishioners can 
meet others experiencing loss, share their feelings, and 
talk about practical challenges that can feel overwhelming. 
There is no pressure to speak – simply being among 
others can bring reassurance. For those who wish to 
share, there is always a listening ear. This supportive 
group is open to all, regardless of faith. We run three 
groups a year, meeting weekly for six weeks. 
 
A lovely quality of this group is the genuine friendship and 
mutual support that often grows among those who come 
together through shared loss. 
  
If you would like to know more, please take a leaflet from 
the shelf near the Anniversary book at the back of the 
Church, or email:  beckenhambsg@rcaos.org.uk 

Ambassadors for Christ: 
A Catholic apologetics resource. 

The Archdiocese of Southwark has launched an 
exciting project to provide evidence-based answers to 
questions such as “Is Jesus God?” or “does prayer 
work?”. Ambassadors for Christ is designed to equip 
you with a deeper understanding, so you can 
confidently answer questions and be a joyful witness for 
the Lord Jesus and his Church. YouTube videos are 
posted each Monday, along with worksheets for 
parishes, schools, youth groups and families to use in 
faith formation. To engage in this exciting project, 
please visit: rcaos.org.uk/ambassadorsforchrist. 
  

CHARISMATIC PRAYER MEETING 
Church Hall, Wednesday 14 January 
7.45pm Praise and Worship  
8.00pm Holy Mass (Celebrant Fr Boniface Arapa)
Followed by Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament 
10.00 pm Evening concludes. 

mailto:beckenhambsg@rcaos.org.uk
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CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 
 

20 Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP   Website: www.saintedmunds.net 

Parish Office - Phone:  020 8650 0970 - Email: beckenham@rcaos.org.uk   

Fr. Steve Wymer - Parish Priest  020 8650 3390 - stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 

Fr Andrew Bishop - andrewbishop@rcaos.org.uk  

Fr Boniface Arapa - bonifacearapa@rcaos.org.uk 

Deacon Seán Murphy - 07960 958 441 - seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk  

Safeguarding - Yvonne Epale  - safeguardingSG3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk 

Missionary Sisters of St. Peter Claver 020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com  

  Sunday 21 December 2025  Yr A  

THIS NEWSLETTER IS A  
DOUBLE ISSUE 

 

A very happy Christmas to all 

FINAL PREPARATIONS FOR OUR 
CHRISTMAS MASSES 

 

ALTAR SERVERS FOR CHRISTMAS  
We are still in need of altar servers for our 
Christmas Masses. Please would parents 
email Deacon Sean if their son or daughter 
could serve at the Mass they are attending at 
Christmas. 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE - 8.00 PM VIGIL MASS  

 

Would any Readers or Ministers of Holy 
Communion who would be able to serve at 
the 8.00pm Mass on Christmas Eve please 
let Deacon Sean know in advance?  

Email seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk or phone 
07960 958441 

 
READERS AT CHRISTMAS MASSES  

Booklets containing the readings for Midnight 
Mass, the Vigil Masses and the Masses of 
Christmas Day are in the sacristy for readers 
to collect this weekend. 
 

The Parish Office will be closed on Christmas Eve and will re-open on Monday 5 January.  
Emails will not be monitored over that period so if you need a priest urgently please call 
them direct or use the links on the Parish Office number. Fr Andrew’s office phone has          
developed a fault.  In case there is a delay in resolving this, it might be wise to email him. 

Thank you to the organisers, the choirs and all who participated in our parish Advent Carol 
Service last Saturday.  The singing in church and the socialising afterwards in the Hall is 
always an annual highlight for me. You will be pleased to hear we raised £614.42 for St 
Christopher’s Hospice. Well done to one and all. 

 

‘Remember if Christmas isn’t found in your heart, you won’t find it under a tree’.  A quote 
from Charlotte Carpenter, a country singer. This led me to reflect on how important the real 
meaning of Christmas is.  Amidst all the joyful celebration I hope you have time for some 
quiet reflection during the Christmas Season. Perhaps this well help as a starter: 

 

For us this day a Saviour is born, who is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10 

 

On behalf of the clergy and staff, I wish you a blessed and peaceful Christmas. 
              Fr Steve 

 
 

 

The winners of the Christmas draw are: 
 

Ana Weeks  £250 
Peter Lake  £100 

  Patricia Hanley- Christmas Hamper 

            Many congratulations to them all. 

300 Club 

CHRISTMAS MASSES FOR CHILDREN 

Christmas Eve 
Our early Masses are intended only for 

families with children.   
To avoid overcrowding, others are 

asked to avoid these Masses. 

 

4 pm –  Vigil Mass for children and their 
      families 

 

4 pm – Additional Mass in the Hall for  
     younger children and their  
     families 

The collection at all Christmas Masses is 
your gift to our Priests. 

mailto:beckenham@rcaos.org.uk


DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
Thursday 1 January 
After 10.00 am Mass 

You are all invited to come over to the Hall 
for refreshments with family and friends to 
greet 2026 with warmth and friendship.  

CLAVER SISTERS’ CALENDARS 
The sale of this calendar last weekend 
raised a wonderful £2,556.41. 

 

The Sisters are raising funds to  purchase 
a vehicle for the Augustinian sisters 
who  run a dispensary in the remote area 
of Natitingou  diocese, Benin.  

CHURCH SHOP 
We still have candles made for our 75th       
anniversary celebration.   
These are beautifully boxed and would 
make a lovely Christmas gift. 

 

We also have in the shop copies of a book 
written by a parishioner, Tammy           
Ferrando.  It is 'a Christmas story of fun &    
fulfilled dreams starring the Holy Trinity 
and little Chris!'  It would make an ideal 
Christmas gift for   3-6 year olds. 

Please will parishioners 
put their mobile phones on     
silent whilst they are in the 
church. 

 

An increasing number of Masses are be-
ing disturbed by ringing phones. Thank 
you for your co-operation. 

There will not be evening Adoration on 
Christmas Day at the  Claver Convent. 

LAW SURGERY 
The first Law Surgery of 2026 will be on 

Monday, JANUARY 5 

 

Please come to the side door of the Hall at 
6.00 pm and you will be seen in turn. 

 

We are very pleased to welcome         
Lawrence Dunham to the parish for a short 
stay between the 3rd and 28th January. 

 

Lawrence is currently a seminarian            
studying at Valladolid in Spain.   

ST EDMUND’S  
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 

When someone we love dies, it’s natural to want 
to talk about them — to share memories of them, 
express our feelings, and reflect on our loss.  
Many of us find comfort in family and friends, but 
sometimes those around us may not fully under-
stand what we’re going through. 

 

The St Edmund’s Bereavement Support 
Group offers a kind, safe, and understanding 
space for anyone who is grieving.  In a warm and 
welcoming environment, parishioners can meet 
others who have also experienced loss, share 
their thoughts and feelings, and talk about the 
practical challenges that can sometimes feel 
overwhelming.  There is no pressure to speak — 
simply being among others who understand can 
bring comfort and reassurance.  For those who 
wish to share, there is always a listening ear.  
This supportive group is open to all, regardless of 
faith.  We run three groups a year, meeting once 
a week for six weeks. 

 

A lovely quality of this group is the genuine 
friendship and mutual support that often grows 
among those who come together through shared 
loss. 

 

The parish also offers other ways to remember 
loved ones: 

 

• The Memorial Board, located at the back of 
the church is a place where you may display a 
photo or Order of Service. These will remain 
there for twelve months as a visible tribute. 

• The Anniversary Book also located at the 
back of the church, allows you to record the 
names of loved ones to be remembered.  Please 
ask the Parish Office to do this. 
Each week, an Anniversary List is published in 
the Newsletter so that the whole parish          
community can remember them in their prayers. 
 
Each November, we hold a Requiem Mass  
dedicated to all bereaved relatives and friends.  If 
you would like your loved one’s name included, 
please contact the Parish Office prior to the 
Mass.  This Mass is a calm, prayerful time of   
reflection and remembrance, followed by         
refreshments in the Hall where all are welcome.   

 

If you would like to know more about St Emund’s 
Bereavement Support, please take one of our 
leaflets from the shelf near the Anniversary Book 
at the back of the Church.  You can also email 
us:  beckenhambsg@rcaos.org.uk 
 

mailto:beckenhambsg@rcaos.org.uk


On behalf of the service team, The Light of 
Christ Catholic Charismatic Prayer Meeting 
wishes you a very Blessed Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.  We will not meet over the 
Christmas period and look forward to seeing 
you on Wednesday 7th January, 2026. 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
STARTING SOON 

A 6-week Bereavement Support Group will 
begin on Thursday, 19 February, meeting 
weekly at 6:00 pm in the Meeting Room at 
St. Edmund’s Hall.  This free group is open 
to everyone, regardless of faith, and offers a 
supportive space to share and heal.  Spaces 
are limited to 7 attendees.   

 

To book your place, please contact the 
Church Office at 020 8650 0970 or email 
beckenhambsg@rcaos.org.uk. 

In his annual Christmas message, 
Archbishop John Wilson said: “The 
beautiful truth of Christmas is that 
because of God in Christ we are 
never lost.  God chose to be near 
us, to stay close to us always, to draw us to 
himself, always.  In his endless mercy, the 
Lord Jesus chose to love us, so we could 
know and believe that “God is love” (1 John 
4:16).  In turn, all the Lord Jesus asks of us is 
to not be afraid and to say yes to him, to 
draw close to him, to love him”.  

You can watch and read the full message 
at rcaos.org.uk/christmasmessage2025.  
or use the QR code to access the message 
on your phone. 

 

Being formed in the likeness of Christ, we strive to become a truly Christ 
centred community, through humble witness, love, compassion  

and communion. 

DIARY 
 

December 
Sat 20 Penitential Service 4.15pm 
Mon 22  Christingle Service - 2.00pm 
Tues 23 Requiem for Ilean Curry - 10.00am 

 

January 
Thu 1  New Year refreshment in  the Hall  
  after Morning Mass 
Friday 2 Requiem for Zygmunt Sobolewski  
  11.30 
Mon 5 Law Surgery at 6.00 in the Hall  
  Meeting Room 

Confessions are every Saturday from 
10.30 - 11.00 am and 5.00 - 5.55 pm,  

and usually during Adoration if there is a  
priest available. 

 

Adoration during Christmas week will be on  
Monday, Wednesday and Friday and will be for 

half an hour. 
 

There is Rosary every Monday, Wednesday  
and Friday at 9.30 am.  

 

Meditation every Monday in the Hall from 
5.30 - 6.20 pm, except for the first Monday of 

each month and bank holidays. 
Contemplative Saturday in the Hall on  

10 January from 11-12 
 

Please respect the need to arrive promptly 
and observe the silence 

We pray for all who have died:  Rowena 
D’Souza, Ilean Curry, Elizabeth William, Marie 
Alford, Edwin Voss, Bruno Joseph, Josephine 
Oke, Angelina Kioko, Michael Dowler, Margaret 
Ziolek and Mary Aileen Shannon  

Please pray for those whose anniversaries 
are at this time:  Fr David Maher, Margaret  
Murphy, John Brooks, Aldo Signorelli, Merle 
Whittle, Tessa Gould, Glen LeFleur, John 
Sheehan, Joseph Fennessy, Gabriela Krakow-
ska, Ellen Whelan, John Keogh, Cicely Welsh, 
John Flood, Sybil Brocklehurst, Leo Tindemans, 
Ann Lynch, Joan Giuseppi, Agnes Fahy, Elvire 
Foster, Felix De Souza, Alan Clarke, Keith    
Garraway, Marion Skelly, William O’Neill, Ralph 
Lilly, Janusz Kopczynski, Iolene Durham, John 
Kelsall, Ted Northwood, Dorothy Pask,        
Christopher Power, Sam Kandasamy, Evelyn 
Dias, Richard Graves, Brian Miller, Patrick     
Flaherty, Joan Dempsey, Lloyd Carpenter, Paula 
Vella,Walter Airey, June Chill, Terrance Forrest, 
Lindsey Pollard, Armando Campos, Patricia  
Griffin, James Wallis, Kathleen Hayes, Teagne 
McGinley 

We pray for all who are in ill health, for their 
families and for their carers:  Fr Ray Brennan, 
Terry Woollard, Wendy Adams, Elizabeth,           
Rosanna, Hans Halpin, Paul M Williams, Norma 
Powell, Joan Morris, Paul Hixson, Mary-Jo    
McCarthy, Jacqueline Djasrabe, Margaret       
Brocklehurst, Leyla Pattison, Janice McIntosh,    
Zygmunt Sobelewski, James Creedon, Sarah-
Marie Kench, Duncan, Grace, Nora Haugh, Sue 
Shaw, Linda Magness, Charles, John Warren 
Dene, Joyce Edwins. 

http://rcaos.org.uk/christmasmessage2025


MASSES UNTIL 11 JANUARY 
 

Sun 21 Dec Fourth Sunday of Advent 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Maurice Tydings, Mary Lena,  
   Esther and Caleman RIP 
  8.00 am  John Friend Pereira RIP  
  9.30 am   For the people 
11.00 am LATIN Dec’d members of the Kairis  
   Family      
  5.30 pm  Paddy & John Sheehan RIP 

    

Mon 22 Dec Feria 
10.00 am  Arthur Hughes RIP  
  2.00 pm  Christingle Service  

 

Tues 23 Dec Feria  
10.00 am  Requiem of Ilean Curry 

 

Wed 24 Dec  Christmas Eve 
10.00 am  Dec’d members of the   
   Mackeonis Family 

 

   MASSES OF CHRISTMAS 
  4.00 pm   Debbie & Boleslaw Slapas RIP 

   4.00 pm HALL Pro populo 
   6.00 pm  David, Paul & Betty Stephens RIP 
  8.00 pm  Paolo & Armando Cogoni RIP 
 11.30 pm  Carols & Readings 

  

Thurs 25 Dec THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
12.00 am  Des Johnson RIP 
   In thanksgiving -  Ekong &  
   Edet Family 
   Margaret Paes RIP 
  8.00 am  Nora & Margaret Spillane RIP 
  9.30 am  The Rudd Family - health & 
   wellbeing 
 11.00 am  Int of Emmanuel Nwosu &  
   family 
   No evening Mass 

 

Fri 26 Dec  St Stephen 
10.00 am  Pat Murphy– get well  

 

Sat 27 Dec  St John, Apostle 
10.00 am  Rev Martin Tobin 
  6.00 pm  Janet Maureen Dunn Browne 
   RIP & dec’d family members 

 

   
Sun 28 Dec THE HOLY FAMILY 
  8.00 am  Andrew Bready RIP 
  9.30 am   For the people 
11.00 am LATIN Dec’d members of the Pym  
   Family 
5.30 pm  Maureen & Bridie Howard RIP 
 

Mon 29 Dec St Thomas of Canterbury 
10.00 am  Iolene Durham RIP (anniv) 

 

Tues 30 Dec Sixth Day within the Octave 
   of the Nativity  
10.00 am  Ints of Mary & Sean Carr 

 

Wed 31 Dec  Seventh Day within the Octave 
   of the Nativity  
10.00 am  Ints of Titas Robinson 

 
 

 

Thurs 1 Jan  Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
10.00 am  Bridget Coburn RIP 
  6.00 pm CLAVER Adoration and Benediction 

 

Fri 2 Jan  Saints Basil the Great &  
   Gregory Nazianzen 
10.00 am  Special intention of Spencer  
   & Ekaterina 
   NO ADORATION 
11.30 am  Requiem of Zygmunt  
   Sobolewski 
Sat 3 Jan  Feria of Christmas Time 
10.00 am  Maurice Tydings RIP &  
   Mother & Lena & Esther RIP 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Marie-Therese Sinon RIP 

 

Sun 4 Jan ` Second Sunday after the  
   Nativity  
  8.00 am  For the people  
  9.30 am   Ints of Fr John Olaniran - in  
   thanks for his service at  
   St Edmunds 
11.00 am   John Wade RIP  
  5.30 pm  Terence Turner RIP 

 

Mon 5 Jan  Feria of Christmas Time 
10.00 am  Emily Esinam Abonie (b’day)  
   Adoration until 11.00 
  7.30 pm  Fr David Quarmby RIP 

 

Tues 6 Jan The Epiphany of the Lord  
10.00 am  For the Flynn & Ruddy  
   Families 
   No Adoration 
  7.30 pm  For the people 

 

Wed 7 Jan  Feria of Christmas Time 
10.00 am  Welfare of Diane Brelu 
   Adoration until 11.00 

 

Thurs 8 Jan  Feria of Christmas Time 
10.00 am  Patricia Griffin RIP (8th anniv) 
   No Adoration 
  6.00 pm CLAVER Adoration and Benediction 

 

Fri 9 Jan  Feria of Christmas Time 
   9.10 am  Mass at St Mary’s 
10.00 am  In thanksgiving for exam  
   success 
   Adoration until 11.00 
 

Sat 10 Jan  Feria of Christmas Time 
10.00 am  Eileen O’Sullivan RIP 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Stewart, Elena & Sullivan  
   Families 

 

Sun 11 Jan Dec The Baptism of the Lord 
  8.00 am  Mary Totterdell RIP  
  9.30 am   For the people 
11.00 am   Jane Morey RIP    
  5.30 pm  Ann Moys RIP & Alice  
   Castle RIP 
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  Sunday 14 December 2025  Yr A  

The Claver Sisters will be selling 
their calendars after all Masses. 

Dear friends in Christ,  

When I visited one of the shopping centres in town this week, 
a gentleman came into the shop where I had gone to buy 
some small item, picked up some valuable, put it into his 
pocket and smartly walked out of the shop without paying! 
This shocked me and it made  me recall this story of a very 
honest widow in Uganda which I will now share with you. 
 

A shopkeeper had just opened his store when a woman   
arrived and said, “Sir, here is your 1,000 shillings.”  

 

The shopkeeper looked at the poor woman with questioning 
eyes, as if asking, “When did I give you 1,000 shillings?” 
The woman replied, “Last evening, I bought some items. I 
gave you 10,000 shillings, bought goods worth 7,000 and you 
returned 4,000 instead of 3,000.” 

The shopkeeper touched the 1,000 to his forehead, placed it 
in the cash box, and asked, “Tell me one thing, sister. You 
bargained so much while buying the items, even for 500  
shillings and now you’ve come all the way to return 1,000?!” 

 

The woman replied, “Bargaining is my right. But once the 
price is settled, paying less is a sin.” 

 

The Shopkeeper said, “But you didn’t pay less. You paid the 
full amount. This 1,000 came to you by my mistake. If you 
had kept it, it wouldn’t have made any difference to me.” 
 
The Woman said, “It may not matter to you, but it would 
weigh on my conscience. I would know I kept your money 
knowingly. That’s why I came last night to return it, but your 
shop was closed.” 

 

The Shopkeeper asked in surprise, “Where do you live?” She 
replied, “Road 8.” 

  
The Shopkeeper’s mouth dropped open. “You came 3      
kilometers just to return 1,000 shillings and this is your     
second visit?!!!” 
 

The Woman calmly said, “Yes, it’s my second visit. If you 
want peace of mind, you have to do such things. My husband 
is no longer in this world, but he taught me one thing: ‘Never 
take even a single coin that belongs to someone else 
because a person may stay silent, but the One above can 
ask for an account anytime. And the punishment for that  
account might fall on my children.” 

Saying this, the woman left. 
 

The Shopkeeper immediately took out 30,000 shillings from 
the cash box, got on his bike, and told his assistant, “Take 
care of the shop. I’ll be back soon.” 

 

He went to another shop in the market and handed 30,000 
shillings to the shopkeeper named Prince “Here, take your 
30,000. Yesterday, when you came to buy goods, I over-
charged you.” 

 

Prince laughed and said, “If you overcharged me, you 
could’ve returned it when I came back. Why come so early in 
the morning ?” 

The shopkeeper replied, “What if I die before you return? You 
didn’t even know I owed you 30,000 shillings. That’s why I 

had to return it. Who knows when the One above will ask for 
an account? And the punishment might fall on my children.” 
The shopkeeper left, but Prince was deeply disturbed. 
Ten years before, he had borrowed 3,000,000, (three million) 
shillings from a friend. But the very next day, the friend 
passed away. 

 

The friend’s family didn’t know about the money, so no one 
asked for it. Prince, tempted by greed, never took the       
initiative to return it. 

 

Today, that friend’s family lives in poverty. His widow worked 
as a maid to raise her children. Yet Prince had kept their 
money. 

 

The shopkeeper’s words - “Who knows when the One above 
will ask for an account, and the punishment might fall on my 
children”-haunted Prince. 

 

After  three days of mental turmoil, his conscience awakened. 
He withdrew 30,000,000 shillings (30 million) from the bank 
and went to his friend’s house. 
 

The widow was at home, sitting with her children. Prince fell 
at her feet. For a woman struggling for every coin, 
30,000,000 was a huge amount. Tears welled up in her eyes. 
She blessed Prince for his honesty. 

 

She is the same woman who had gone twice to return 1,000/
shillings to the shopkeeper. 

 

From the story above we learn that honesty makes us live in 
peace with God and with one another. As we prepare for the 
celebration of Christmas, may we be honest with God in all 
our dealings, aware that He knows us through and through, 
and that we shall account to Him for our actions. May we 
always treat one another with love, honesty, sincerity and 
trust. Let our conscience always be our judges. 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 

 

     Fr Boniface Arapa 

Being formed in the likeness of Christ, we strive to become a truly Christ 
centred community, through humble witness, love, compassion  

and communion. 

HONESTY BEFORE GOD AND MAN GIVES US PEACE AND HAPPINESS 

Altar Servers at Christmas 
We wish to ensure that the Christmas Services run as smoothly as 
possible so we are asking our young Altar Servers, with their 
parent’s approval, to let us know which Mass they intend to serve at. 
Christmas Eve Masses 
4.00 pm, 6.00 pm, 8.00 pm and Midnight 
Christmas Day Masses 
8.00 am, 9.30 am and 11.00 am 
 
There are a couple of procedural matters.  First, we would ask that 
ALL Altar Servers arrive at least 15 minutes before the Mass com-
mences.  For Midnight Mass 30 minutes is requested.  This allows 
for the delivery of any important information before the Mass starts. 
 
Secondly, at recent Midnight Masses very young children have fall-
en asleep on the Sanctuary. They should be in bed really!  Please 
only older Altar Servers at this Mass. 
 
There are lists in the Sacristy for Altar Servers to sign to let us know 
when they will be serving.  They can also contact Deacon Sean at 
seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk   

 

Many thanks, Peter Lake 

mailto:beckenham@rcaos.org.uk
mailto:seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk


SVP GIFT CARD APPEAL 
FOR LOCAL FAMILIES  

IN NEED 
SVP Beckenham has 
reached out to 10 of our     

local primary schools to offer a Sainsbury’s 
gift card to families in particular need.  This 
year we hope to donate £5,000 via gift cards 
and would very much appreciate your sup-
port in getting to this total. 

 

Donations can be made by bank transfer to: 
60 60 04, 46076190, Ref: gift cards 2025 
Cash and cheques can be posted through 

the parish office door. 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
Thursday 1 January 
After 10.00 am Mass 

You are all invited to come over to the Hall 
for refreshments with family and friends to 
greet 2026 with warmth and friendship.  

CLAVER SISTERS’ CALENDARS 
The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver will 
be selling their 2026 Mission Calendars after 
all Masses this weekend.  The Sisters are  
raising funds to purchase a vehicle for the   
Sisters of St Louis who run Mobile Schools in 
the rural areas of a diocese in Ghana. Please 
give generously.  

PARISH ADVENT  
CAROL SERVICE 

Saturday evening 
 

This Saturday at 7.15 pm in the Church and 
online at:  

www.saintedmunds.net. 

 

The programme is available on the website. 

 

We are raising money to support St.              
Christopher’s Hospice so there will be a     
basket collection.  You can also donate  online 
at: 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/cathy-
denne-1699010107900  

or you can post a donation through the Office 
door marked for St. Christopher’s Hospice’. 
There is also a QR code for this on the        
Noticeboard in the Church next to the poster. 
 
We do hope you are able to join us in the 
Church and then for mince pies and mulled 
wine afterwards in the Hall. 

CHURCH SHOP 
We still have candles made for our 75th       
anniversary celebration.   
These are beautifully boxed and would make a 
lovely Christmas gift. 

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
At the Christmas Fair last Saturday children 
were invited to write ‘A Christmas Prayer’. 
These have been moved to the church and 
placed on a Prayer Tree in the Lady      
Chapel.   

 

If any parishioner would like to add their 
prayer to this tree there are cards at the 
back of church this weekend. 

Please will parishioners put 
their mobile phones on     
silent whilst they are in the 
church. 

 

An increasing number of 
Masses are being disturbed 
by ringing phones. 

 

 Thank you for your co-operation. 

READERS AT CHRISTMAS MASSES  
Booklets containing the readings for       
Midnight Mass and the Masses of       
Christmas Day (8.00 am, 9:30 am and 
11.00 am) are in the sacristy for you to    
collect. 
These booklets DO NOT contain the          
readings for the Vigil Masses of Christmas 
Eve (4.00 pm, 6.00 pm and 8.00 pm). We 
will notify readers for these Masses when 
we have the appropriate Missalettes.  

SCOOTER 
A child’s scooter has been left at the back of 
the church for a couple of weeks.  If it is your 

child’s, please come to the 
 Parish Office to collect it. 

If it is not claimed by Wednesday it will be  
taken to a charity shop. 

http://www.saintedmunds.net/


Last week I was in Prague with Archbishop 
John Wilson and other priests of Southwark 
diocese who have been ordained in the last 
few years.   

 

We visited the church of the Holy Infant of  
Prague and Prague Cathedral, visiting the 
tombs of St Vitus and St Wenceslaus and 
climbing the bell tower.  

 

We celebrated Mass together at St Norbert's 
tomb at the Stahov Monastery (Fr. Gildas from 
the Norbertine community at Peckham        
arranged this).  We also celebrated Mass at 
the Jesuit church of St Ignatius and this photo 
was taken afterwards. 

 

If you look closely you will recognise a number 
of priests who spent some time at            
Beckenham: Allan McDonald, Frazer Bellfield 
and Joseph Gulliford (now with a beard). 
     Fr Andrew 
 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER MEETING 
Church Hall  

Wednesday 17 December 
               7.45 pm  Praise and Worship  

8.00 pm  Holy Mass 
Celebrant –Fr Boniface Arapa  

     Followed by  Informal prayer meeting 
           10.00 pm  Evening concludes  

CHRISTMAS FAIR 
Last Saturday’s Christmas Fair was a lovely 
parish occasion with many parishioners    
gathering in the Hall to meet friends, enjoy 
some refreshments and buy some of the gifts 
on offer. 

 

This fair was deliberately kept smaller than 
usual as the organisers are planning a full 

scale one in the spring.   

 

Thank you to Cathy and her team who put this 
together and raised £1600.00. 

 
A few pictures of the fair. 

 
A big thank you to Father Christmas for 

dropping in to see the children. 


