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This coming Tuesday we celebrate the Feast Day of 
the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, an encounter 
with her cousin Elizabeth that took place after Mary 
had received the news that she was to conceive and 
bear Jesus, Son of the Most High. 
I made my own visitation to Mary recently, spending 
nine very hot days in Medjugorje. This was my fourth 
visit to the Marian shrine in Bosnia Herzegovina, the 
first being in early December 1984 when I was the 
coldest I’ve ever been. However, you will be delighted 
to know this front page will not be about seasonal 
weather in that part of the world but something far 
more important. 
On this visit I learnt about the Five Stones of         
Medjugorje as weapons of protection and as a means 
to help us grow closer to God.  The Five Stones was 
coined by Fr Joso Zovko, a Franciscan, and it sum-
arises what Mary has been saying in her messages.  
Just as God gave David five stones to defeat Goliath, 
we have been given the following: 
PRAYER:  Fr Leon Pereira, chaplain to the English-
speaking pilgrims in Medjugorje stresses we need to 
pray heartily, like it really matters, from the centre of 
our being.  He gives special mention to the rosary 
which he describes as reflecting our own experiences 
which as we know can be joyful, sorrowful, glorious 
and even on occasions luminous!  It’s interesting to 
note that in the early days of the apparitions the      
visionaries were encouraged by Mary to pray the Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be seven times.  As time 
went on Mary requested that all the mysteries, the 
complete rosary, be prayed every day.  Perhaps this is 
an indication that some of us need to start small and 
work our way up, instead of taking on too much and 
giving up. 
FASTING: The Medjugorje fast is on Wednesdays 
and Fridays. The best type of fast is on bread and  
water.  Fr Slavko Barbaric said that if you pray without 
fasting it’s as if you are flying with only one wing. Pray-
er and fasting can stop wars. (Obviously, wisdom and 
discernment are needed when it comes to fasting: the 
sick do not have to fast). 
THE MASS: Come to Mass in a state of grace and as 
often as you can.  Arriving early for Mass is important 
so that silent preparation can be observed.  Equally, 
there should be a time of thanksgiving after Mass. On 
one occasion a protestant friend of Fr Leon asked him, 
‘Do you believe the consecrated host at Mass is     
Jesus?’.   ‘Yes, I do’ he said.  His friend replied, ‘In 
that case if I were you, I would run to the church, fall 
on my knees, crawl to the sanctuary, worship him and 
never leave’. 
THE BIBLE: Read it every day and display it prom-

inently in the family home. Encourage your children to 
read it.  Remember St Jerome’s words: Ignorance of 
the scriptures is ignorance of Christ. 
CONFESSION: Many Catholics consider yearly    
Confession more than adequate.  Why settle for the 
bare minimum? Monthly Confession is recommended 
which can actually bring about the conversion of whole 
regions.  Mary described Confession as “A remedy for 
the West”.  It’s vital that the penitent actually confess-
es his or her sins.  Fr Leon remarked that when     
people say “maybe” I did this or that, he feels like   
responding, “Maybe I will give you absolution”.  As all 
sacraments do, Confession gives us the grace which 
is the strength to change for the better. 
What I saw at Medjugorje was truly inspiring: a church 
full to capacity for the celebration of Mass, Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament in the open space behind 
the church in the early evening with hundreds of    
people in attendance and lengthy queues of people 
awaiting confession in Slovakian, English, French,  
Italian and a number of other languages.  If you are a 
priest visiting Medjugorje you will always be busy. 
Throughout the week I had a recurring thought: if only 
I could bring some of Medjugorje back to St            
Edmund’s.  Those who are staying away from the 
Mass, Confession, Adoration please think again. 
If you are interested in Medjugorje there is plenty of 
information on the internet.  If you google Mary TV you 
will find most of what you are looking for.  There is  
also a film, Gospa starring Martin Sheen and Michael 
York that will give you an idea of what happened at 
Medjugorje in the 1980’ and 90’s. 
 
[Fr Slavko Barbaric, was a Franciscan priest who    
became the spiritual director of the seers from 1984 
until his death in 2000 on Cross Mountain which over-
looks Medjugorje.  Throughout his life as a priest he 
achieved great things with young people. 
Fr Joso Zovko became the parish priest of St James, 
Medjugorje in November 1980.  He was summoned to 
the Communist headquarters in Mostar with two assis-
tant priests and warned to stop celebrating evening 
Mass, to close the parish church and cease the events 
that were happening on Apparition Hill.  He refused, 
saying that as long as people came, he would con-
tinue to celebrate.  For this he was accused of con-
spir-acy to overthrow the Communist constitution.  He 
was convicted of sedition and sentenced to three and 
a half years hard labour in October 1981 when he was 
brutally tortured but released in February 1983.  He is 
still alive today.]      Fr Steve 

Something of Medjugorje here at St Edmund’s 
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RETURNING TO MASS AT PENTECOST 
At its recent meeting in Cardiff, the Bishops Con-
ference issued a statement inviting all Catholics, 
from the feast of Pentecost next weekend, to return 
to Mass attendance in church on Sundays and Holy 
Days - you can read it here:  https://
www.cbcew.org.uk/spring-plenary-2022-resolution-
returning-to-mass-at-pentecost/.  This invitation  
recognises changes in Covid-19 infections in recent 
years and assures us that coming to Mass in church 
is at least as safe as many other things which    
people are now doing with fewer or no restrictions 
(there are of course still some restrictions in place 
when you come to Mass).  Some find the language 
of obligation helpful, others don't; the bishops' state-
ment should be seen as an invitation.  Of course, as 
has  always been the case, if you are ill or physically 
impeded from coming to Mass, you are not commit-
ting a sin if you don't come.    
      Fr Ashley 

Jubilee Tea Party 
Come and celebrate with us on 

Friday 3rd June 
2.30 — 4.30 pm 

Places £7.50 per head 
for a traditional afternoon tea. 

 
Come alone or with friends or family. 

Reserve your place by 
contacting the 

Parish Office or by calling  
Sue on 07828 132 921 or through 

ChurchSuite  
https://stedmunds.churchsuite.com/

events/wf90n2cn 

 

Monday 30 May at 6.30 pm 
There will be a meeting in the Hall for everyone 
who is helping at the Tea Party.  Please let Sue 

know if you are unable to attend. 

LOST NECKLACE 
A necklace was found outside the Church Hall last 
Sunday morning.  If you have lost one please give 

the Office a call on 020 8650 0970. 
 

Thank you to the person who handed this in. 

9.30 SINGERS 

As things slowly return to normal we find ourselves 
short of singers to help lead the congregation at the 

9.30 am Mass on Sundays. 

We are particularly looking for more men to join us 
but would welcome anyone who could sing on a  

regular basis. Come and chat to any of us after Mass 
or contact me on cathpaints2@msn.com 

LIGHT OF CHRIST CATHOLIC  
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP 

Wednesday 1 June 
7.45 pm - Praise & Worship 

8.00 pm - Holy Mass 
Celebrant Fr Patrick Udotai (St Elphege) 

Followed by Lectio Divina 
10.00 pm - Evening concludes 

VOTIVE CANDLES FOR UKRAINE 

We have received our new supply of candles to 
raise funds for Ukraine. 

We would suggest a minimum donation of £3.00 
for each candle.  Please place your money in the 

wall safe in the porch.  It is clearly marked. 

All proceeds will go to Cafod’s Ukraine appeal. 

Archdiocese of Southwark Spring Assembly  
Justice and Peace Commission  

Saturday 25
th

 June 
Programme 11am to 4pm.   

Entitled: Caught in the Act: Tackling the injustice of 
the Nationality and Borders Act: removal to Rwanda 

and difficulties for Ukrainians in the UK. 
 

Everyone welcome.  Entrance is free.   
Lunch provided. Donations suggested. 

Email: jpiccontact@rcaos.org.uk or just turn up. 
 

Our parish pilgrims are in Knock for the next    
couple of days.  They took with them many       
intentions from parishioners and have promised to 
keep us in their prayers whilst they are at the holy 
shrine. 
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St Edmund’s Quiz Night 
All funds raised on the night for The Passage 

 
18 June in the Parish Hall 

Bar opens 6.30pm, quiz at 7.00 pm 
Tickets £10 

Teams of up to 8 people  - book as a team or    
individually. 

Bring your own food and nibbles 
Please buy drinks from our bar 
Grand raffle and other prizes  

 
Tickets bookable at: 

https://stedmunds.churchsuite.com/events/
bmlxbqb9 

 
 
 
 

St Edmund’s Quiz Night on 18 June 

We need your help! 
We hope our parish quiz night will be a social event 

that gives lots of us the chance to meet and have some 
brain scratching fun whilst raising much needed funds 
for The Passage – we’d love your help to enable us to 

raise as much money as possible for this amazing 
charity.   

Raffle prize contributions would be much appreciated,  
particularly any new unwanted luxury food items or  

toiletries and beauty products for us to turn into  
hampers.  Please leave donations at the office or at  

20 Reddons Road.   
If you’d like to help on the night just let us know. 

Susie Watchorn 07956 574789 

JOY’S KITCHEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joy’s Kitchen is a long established community 
café, part of the Methodist Church on Bromley 

Road close to St George’s. 
 

It has operated as an ecumenical café for many 
years and is in need of more helpers.  There is a 
poster in the porch giving more information about 

the opportunities to help. 

FAMILY MASS 
Please remember that no children should be left 

in the Hall for the Family Mass without an  
accompanying adult. 

BASKET COLLECTIONS AT MASS 

We now have over 450 people making their  
offerings to the parish electronically, either 
by standing order or through ChurchSuite.  
These payments will be from individuals,  
couples and families and probably cover the 
majority of our parishioners.  Thank you to 
those of you who are donating in this way. 
 
We have noticed people who pay elec-
tronically struggling to find some coins to 
put in the basket as it comes round each 
week.  Please, there is no need to do this. 
 
If you search for a coin because you feel       
embarrassed that you are not seen to be      
contributing, we have once again put out 
cards for you to put in the basket as it 
comes around.   

WORLD COMMUNICATIONS SUNDAY 
Today’s second collection supports the work of the Catholic Communications Network (CCN), the media 

office of the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales.  The CNN seeks to be of service both to the 
Church and the world in offering professional channels of communication, and provides support for the 

Bishops of England and Wales and the wider Church in promoting the gospel through the media on  
current issues. 

https://stedmunds.churchsuite.com/events/bmlxbqb9
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MASSES 
Sunday 29 May   Seventh Sunday of Easter 

  8.00 am Church Peppino & Peppina Montis RIP 

  9.30 am  Church For health & for God’s blessing 

    for Mum 

  9.30 am Family Mass   

  in the Hall For the people 

11.00 am Church Thanksgiving for favours rec’d, 

    conversion & God’s guidance & 

    protection for Chinedu Michael 

    Okezie. 
 

Monday 30 May  Feria 

10.00 am Church Dec’d Walsh Family members 

  6.00 pm Church In thanksgiving - Marita &  
    Michelle 

  7.00 pm 25 VW  Adoration 
 

Tuesday 31 May  The Visitation of the Blessed 
    Virgin Mary 

10.00 am Church Jim Gallagher RIP (anniv) 

  6.00 pm Church Thanksgiving - Regina &  

    Meliza 

 

Wednesday 1 June  St Justin, Martyr 
10.00 am Church Benefactors & Promoters of  
    the Claver Sisters 

NO ADORATION 
11.00 am  Church Requiem of George Wallner 
  6.00 pm l Church Estela Campos RIP 
 

Thursday 2 June   Feria (St Marcellinus &  
    St Peter) 
10.00 am Church All the Nasamu Family 

NO EVENING MASS 
 

Friday 3 June  St Charles Lwanga &  
    Companions, Martyrs 
10.00 am Church Peter Oke RIP 

NO EVENING MASS 
 

Saturday 4 June  Feria 
10.00 am Church Wellbeing of Victoria Pinkett-
    Goodall 
  6.00 pm vigil Church Sylvia Curtis RIP 
 

Sunday 5 June   PENTECOST SUNDAY 

  8.00 am Church Joyce Dowling RIP 

  9.30 am  Church Caroline Ginn - wellbeing 

  9.30 am Family Mass 

  in the Hall For the people 

11.00 am Church Anne McCabe RIP (7th anniv) 

  3.00 pm Church Confirmation Mass 

  5.30 pm Church Sonja Poloczanska RIP 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Philip van Wingerdon, Berenice Roetheli, Brenda Higgins, Sally Kidd, Arlette 
Shaw and George Wallner. 
 
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Chris Ivin, Canon John Lennon, Barbara Kinch, Susan Clough,    
Joseph Keappock, John Alfred Keappock, David Jennings, Brenda Mary White, John McWilliams, Faraj Al-Jehani, Joe Kilcullen, 
Kathleen McCormack, Margaret Ryan. 
 
We pray for all members of our parish and beyond, and in particular those who are suffering from ill health. 

Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: Comfort and relieve your sick servants, and give your power of healing to 
those who minister to their needs, that they may be strengthened in their weakness and have confidence in your  

loving care; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

PARISH GIVING - Mass Stipends 

If you request a Mass intention it is usual to give a    
donation (known as a Mass stipend).  There is no fixed 
amount but a minimum of £10 is suggested.  Cash 
for Mass stipends can be put in the Mass intention           
envelopes which are in the porch, and then, either be 
put in the offertory collection or through the office door.  
Please do not put a note through the door asking for a 
Mass intention on a specific date without also including 
your name and phone number, so we can get in contact 
with you if needed. 

There is Rosary every Monday, Wednesday and     
Friday at 9.30 am, and Adoration after the 10.00 am 

Mass Monday to Friday unless there is a funeral.   
On Friday Adoration concludes with Benediction. 

 
Confessions are every Saturday from  

10.30 am - 11.00 am and from 5.00 pm - 5.55 pm 
 

MEDITATION 

In the Hall on Mondays (except Bank Holidays) 

from 5.30 - 6.20 pm.  

CONTEMPLATIVE SATURDAY 
In the Hall from 11-12 noon on every second 

Saturday.  Next one is on 11 June. 

DIARY 
3 June - Jubilee Tea Party   
5 June - Confirmation Mass at 3.00 pm 
First Holy Communions on Saturday June 11 and Saturday          
June 18 
June 18 Quiz Night in the Hall 
 

ONE FORM FITS ALL - ONE PAGE PLEDGE & 
STANDING ORDER FORM 

The name of our bank account has been changed and 
the diocese has produced a combined standing order 
form/gift aid declaration to reflect this change.  You can 
download a copy of the form from our website by using 
this link: 

https://saintedmunds.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/
Beckenham-St-Edmund-Pledge-Form-1.pdf and copies 
are available at the back of church.  Please drop your 
completed form through the office door.  If you have 
previously set up a standing order you do not need to 
complete a new form.  Please use the new account 

name when writing cheques: RCAS BECKENHAM 

We have removed all Gift Aid envelopes from the 
porch.  If you haven’t collected your set and decide that 

you want them please collect them from the Office  
before the end of of the month.   


