
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 
Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP       
Email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
Website: www.saintedmunds.net 
Phone:  020 8650 0970 
 
Fr. Steve Wymer - Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck - 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr John  Olaniran - 020 8650 7533 - johnolaniran@rcaos.org.uk 
Deacon Sean Murphy - 020 3490 5693 - seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk  
Deacon Sandy Misquitta - sandymisquitta@rcaos.org.uk 
Deacon Ray Williamson - raywilliamson@rcaos.org.uk 

23 January 2022 
 

Salesian Sisters 
beckenhamcommunityleader@ 

salesiansisters.co.uk 
25 Village Way, BR3 3NA 

020 8650 6313 
 

Missionary Sisters of   
St. Peter Claver  

89 Shortlands Road, BR2 0JL  
020 8313 3915  

sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com  

When they are required to address the evil of sexual abuse by 
priests, religious and others within the Church, it is not      
uncommon for those wanting to protect the ‘good name of the 
Church’ to refer to the perpetrator as a ‘bad apple’, or some 
such.  It’s a way of cocooning the offence, of hiding from the 
truth, of suggesting that the perpetrator of the evil is a rarity, 
an aberration, within an otherwise sound and holy community, 
and that all we need to do is to identify the offenders, root 
them out and put in place measures to minimise the risk in 
future.   
That way of presenting the matter is an insult to the abused 
and it won’t do.  Lives have been ruined, victims have taken 
their own lives, not just because of the abuse itself but because 
the system, the Church, has grotesquely let them down.  Yet, 
in one way, the ‘bad apple’ image can serve a purpose,      
because the rest of the saying is, ‘One bad apple spoils the 
whole barrel’ and there is no escaping the appalling truth that 
the twin scandal of abuse and then of wholesale, systematic 
cover-up means that there is something deeply wrong not just 
with the occasional, individual ‘bad apple’ but also with the 
fabric of the barrel itself.  Closer to the mark, surely, are    
Jesus’ words: ‘A sound tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor a rotten 
tree bear good fruit’ (Matthew 7: 18).   
The Holy Father articulated this in his own way when he said, 
in his Letter to the People of God, ‘Clericalism, whether    
fostered by priests themselves or by lay persons... supports and 
helps to perpetuate many of the evils that we are condemning 
today.  To say ''no'' to abuse is to say an emphatic ''no'' to all 
forms of clericalism.'   And that is why he has called a synod 
of bishops next year to explore ways of addressing the evils 
implicit in clericalism by tearing open existing structures of 
control so as to involve the laity in the process of decision-
making within the Church.  This is not a new idea: it was all 
there in one of the documents of the Second Vatican Council, 
Lumen Gentium -The Dogmatic Constitution of the Church.  
Here is what I said about this in a previous newsletter article: 
‘In article 37, [the Council Fathers] envisaged a way forward 
for the Church in which the laity would not only be permitted 
but even at times obliged to express their opinion on matters 
concerning the good of the Church, and with proper structures 
in place to enable this to happen. This process of consultation 
and collaboration was not to be a matter of occasional, one-off 
consultations but should be part of a 'familiar dialogue       
between the laity and their spiritual leaders' that would lead to 
'a great many wonderful things: ...in the laity a strengthened 
sense of personal responsibility; a renewed enthusiasm; a more 
ready application of their talents to the projects of their spirit-
ual leaders...' while their pastors, 'aided by the experience of 
the laity, [could] more clearly and more incisively come to 
decisions regarding both spiritual and temporal matters. In this 
way, the whole Church, strengthened by each one of its   
members, may more effectively fulfil its mission for the life of 
the world.’ 
Lumen Gentium came out almost sixty years ago but, since 
then, what?  The answer is, not a lot.  While there has been 
talk from time to time of ‘collaborative ministry’ between 

clergy and laity, what this has often meant, though it varies 
from parish to parish, is that lay people have been allowed to 
read at Mass and distribute Holy Communion, and not much 
else.  That is not collaborative ministry: it is clericalisation of 
the laity; it is not empowerment but containment, fobbing the 
people off by letting them help out on the sanctuary.  Yes, 
more enlightened parishes have engaged the laity in often truly 
remarkable ways, with catechesis and other pastoral pro-
grammes; but at the level that truly matters within the govern-
ance of the Church, the laity have been systematically kept 
well out of the way until church leaders were forced by the 
law to admit lay people into the process for investigating   
sexual abuse. 
There is a famous story of an encounter between St John   
Henry Newman and his bishop, Ullathorne.  In response to 
Newman’s campaign to involve the laity in decision making, 
the bishop sneeringly asked, ‘Who are the laity?’  Newman 
replied that the Church would look foolish without them.  Yet 
in many ways, too many within the Church, over a century and 
a half later, would still prefer to behave as though you don’t 
matter, as typified by the jibe that your role is to ‘pray up, pay 
up and shut up’ just as you did in the past.  It is the laity’s  
acquiescence in being marginalised like this that has allowed 
the forces of clericalism to retain a stranglehold on the 
Church, so creating, as one victim of sexual abuse told me, the 
conditions for the perfect storm of sexual abuse and systematic 
cover-up.    
If you see your role as one of ‘pay up, pray up and shut up’, 
that is indeed your choice. But is it the right choice?  Do you 
really want to see a perpetuation of a system that the Holy 
Father himself has told us is no longer fit for purpose?  If you 
want to influence the way the Church is run in the future, 
please do make your voice heard.  The consultation phase 
within our own parish on the forthcoming Synod is coming to 
an end, but it is still not too late to have your say about the 
parish, or about the Church in this country and throughout the 
world – an email to the parish office or a note dropped through 
the letterbox will be fine – you don’t need to say who you are 
if you don’t want to.  Surely we owe it to ourselves to make 
our views known; surely we owe it to those who have suffered 
the trauma of abuse to support the Holy Father’s wishes to 
open up the Church and root out any systemic rottenness that 
still lurks there?  Let me remind you one more time of what a 
female parishioner told me – she is herself a mother: 'If    
women had been involved in running the Church, none of this 
would have happened because the abusers would have had 
nowhere to hide.'   

 
 

At 3pm on 2nd February, the Feast-day of the Presentation of 
Our Lord in the Temple, we will pray the Chaplet of the Seven 

Sorrows of Our Lady in solidarity with the victims of sexual 
abuse within the Church.  During Lent, one of our Friday 

evening services of the Way of the Cross will be offered for 
Victims.   You will be able to follow the services live via the 

webcam. 

BAD APPLES? 
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FAMILY MASS - SUNDAY AT 9.30 AM IN THE HALL 

Parents! Do you have children at Primary School? Do 
you have children too young to be at school? Do you 
have children preparing for First Holy Communion? 

This Mass is for all of you! 

Every Sunday at 9.30 a Family Mass takes place in the 
Hall. A large number of families attend regularly; some 
of their children are very young, others are in their old-
er primary school years, with two of the latter about to 

train as altar servers. 

We aim to show children how to participate at Mass, by 
teaching them to join in with all the responses and ges-
tures and when to be especially quiet. We include lots 
of singing, encourage all the children to take part in the 
entry procession at the beginning of Mass, ask families 
to read and take up the offertory gifts. By taking as full 
a part as possible, children develop their understand-
ing and contribution to our worship as members of the 
Family of the Church; the Mass is excellent prepara-

tion, too, for those approaching their First Communion. 

It would be good to have a group of children regularly 
preparing the Bidding Prayers and leading the singing, 
but we need more of our older children to take this on. 

If you haven’t yet attended Family Mass, you and your 
children would be very welcome and we look forward 

to seeing you!  

The list of the sick read out by the priest at each 
Mass has once more grown very long.  It is intended 
for those who are close to death or who are in hospi-
tal for tests or an operation.  The names of those with 
a chronic illness can be put on the list in the news 
letter and this list is not meant for those who are 
simply elderly or living in a care home. We apologise 
if this seems uncharitable but we have limited space 
and there are names on this list which have been 
there for quite a few years.  
All names can abe added to the prayer tree in the 
Lady Chapel. 

A WARM WELCOME 
Fr John  Olaniran has joined St Edmund’s as  
Assistant Priest. We are delighted to welcome him 
and hope he settles in quickly and enjoys his time in 
Beckenham. 
 
A huge thank you to Fr Victor for stepping into the 
breach with such energy and enthusiasm.  He will be 
passing through at the end of the month before he 
takes up his new posting. 

FIRSH HOLY COMMUNION CERTIFICATES 
SUMMER 2021 

All the children who made their first communion this 
summer had a certificate prepared for them.   

The Catechism Team has made great efforts to hand 
these out to each child and now that six months have 
passed will not make any further attempt to do this. 

 
If your child has not received their copy the only way 
now to receive it will be if parents drop a stamped 
self addressed envelope into the Office and the  

certificate will be posted out to you. 
 

Please just post your envelope through the letter 
box.  It is quite safe to do this. 

We have received a lovely letter 
from the Mill Hill Fathers, thank-
ing the parish for the warm    
welcome and the generosity 
they received during their     

recent visit to St Edmunds. Following their visit a  
further nine families asked to have a collecting box 
and five more have set up standing orders to the 
charity. 

MEDITATION 

 in the Hall on Mondays  

(except Bank Holidays) 

from 5.30 - 6.20 pm.  

A DAY WITH MARY 
Saturday 5 February 

9.30 am until 5.00 pm close 
 

Flyers giving the full timetable are in the porch. 
Mass will follow the procession at about 10.00 am and 

confession will be available throughout the day.   

The Peace of Christ be with 
you all.  I’m Fr John Olaniran a 
priest of Ilosin diocese in     
Nigeria.  I’ll be 25 years a priest 
in August this year.  I’m from a 
family of six and have worked 
at St Anselm’s Tooting Bec on 
summer supply in the recent 
years.  I will be with you at 
Beckenham for three years as 
an Assistant Priest. 

Thank you to those who joined us in the Lady Chapel 
for the time of Quiet Reflection we offered as our 
gesture towards the week of Christian Unity.  It was a 
few hours of peace, calm and gentle music. 



VACANCIES IN THE DIOCESE 
We currently have vacancies for a Parish Secretary at 
Mortlake, a Youth Minister for the Bromley Deanery, an 
Office Administrator for Safeguarding and a Caretaker 
for the Cathedral site.  More details can be found on the 
Diocesan Website: Work with Southwark: Archdio-
cese of Southwark (rcsouthwark.co.uk) 

 
 
 
 
Rediscover Your Marriage – Retrouvaille simply 
means 'rediscovery'.  The programme offers the chance 
to rediscover yourself, your spouse, and a loving       
relationship in your marriage. Tens of thousands   
headed for divorce have successfully saved their     
marriages by attending and using the tools provided. 
There is no group therapy or group work. 
For confidential information about Retrouvaille or to 
register for the programme commencing with a ‘Virtual’ 
weekend on 3 - 6 March call or text +44 788 7296983  
or email retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com or visit 
www.retrouvaille.org.uk   

LIGHT OF CHRIST CATHOLIC  
CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP 

Wednesday 26 January 2022 
7.45pm Praise and Worship 

8.00pm Holy Mass 
Celebrant Fr Steve Wymer 

Followed by Healing Prayers 
10.00pm Evening concludes 

Please don’t forget that St George’s 
Church, Beckenham is a drop off point 
for Living Well.  They are open each 
day until 3.00 pm.  Their office is on the 
left as you enter the church and they 
are very happy to receive your dona-
tions. 

ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP 
St Blaise's Well is a holy well located in the grounds 
of the old Bishop's Palace (residence of Bishops of 
the See of Rochester until 1845), now part of 
Bromley Civic Centre. 
Our walk to St Blaise’s Well will be on Sunday 6  
February.  Please meet us, well clad and shod, at 
Beckenham Place Park Mansion at 1400 pm or at 
1500 pm outside the Churchill Theatre, Bromley if 
you are unable to tackle steep slopes.  

The SVP has a local family in 
urgent need of bunk beds and 
two wardrobes.  If anyone 
could help would they please 
phone Fiona Ross on 07956 
516 279. 

 

HEADTEACHER’S PA 

Required as soon as possible. Full-time  

position (both term time and non- term 
time). 

 

We are seeking to appoint an exceptional person who 
is meticulously organised, highly competent with good 
interpersonal and communication skills. The successful 
candidate will have experience of working in an office 
and have excellent IT skills. A good telephone manner, 
ability to maintain confidentiality and attention to detail 
are essential. 

The salary is dependent on skills, experience and    
qualifications. 

 

Closing Date: Friday 28th January 2022 by 12.00 noon 

Applications will be assessed in order of receipt 
and interviews may occur at any stage after        
applications are received.  Please apply as soon as 
possible via the website. 

www.bishopchalonerschool.com   

Interviews will take place in the week commencing 
31st January. 

 

We are committed to the safeguarding of children, and 
child protection screening will apply to this post. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
New Year’s Resolution 
Volunteer for CAFOD 

A vital aspect of church is people being willing to 
share their talents, experience and energy.  Could 
your New Year’s resolution be volunteering for 
CAFOD?  We have lots of different ways you can 
get involved such as: 

In the parish - where you will be highlighting 
CAFOD’s work to support communities 
globally who are living with injustices and in 
poverty.  

In local schools – where you’ll deliver assem-
blies and workshops about CAFOD’s 
work.  No experience is necessary. Full 
support, resources and regular training are 
provided. 

Coordinating volunteers to help us support, 
encourage and bring together a small group 
of volunteers. 

If you’d like to know more, please get in touch with 
Celeste or Sarah at southwark@cafod.org.uk or 
tel: 07825 734 390 / 07775 704546 

https://www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/get-involved/vacancies/work-with-southwark/
https://www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/get-involved/vacancies/work-with-southwark/
mailto:retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com
http://www.retrouvaille.org.uk
http://www.bishopchalonerschool.com/
mailto:southwark@cafod.org.uk


MASSES 
 

Sunday 23January   Third Sunday 

SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

  6.00 pm VIGILChurch  Noreen & Eddie Dowling RIP  
    (anniv) 
  8.00 am Church  Wellbeing of Sr Rosalie 

  9.30 am Church  Daniel James Rumbol RIP on 

    his birthday. 

  9.30 am Hall  Marlon Dias RIP (4th anniv) 
  CHILDREN’S MASS 

11.00 pm Church  Angela Mitchell RIP 

  5.30 pm Church  Michael & Kathleen O’Sullivan 

    RIP 

 

Monday 24January  St Francis de Sales 

 10.00 am Church  The Danes Family 

  6.00 pm  Church  Benefactors & promoters of the 
    Claver Sisters  

  7.00 pm 25 VW  Adoration 

 

Tuesday 25 January  The Conversion of St Paul the 
    Apostle 

10.00 am Church  Terry & Mary Smith RIP 

  6.00 pm Church  Lucia Holder RIP 

 

Wednesday 26 January Ss Timothy & Titus, Bishops 
10.00 am Church  John Logan  RIP 
  6.00 pm Church  Caroline Pearson RIP (anniv) 

 

Thursday 27 January Feria (St Angela Merici, Virgin) 
10.00 am Church  Geoffrey & Frances Sisley & their 
    dec’d relatives & friends 
  6.00 pm   Church  Owen Murphy  RIP 
  8.00 pm Claver  Adoration 
 
Friday 28 January  St Thomas Aquinas 
10.00 am Church  Bernard McGovern RIP 
     Adoration & Benediction 
     Benediction will end by 11.30 am for site 
     visit by heating engineers. 

 6.00 pm Church  Gerard Baker RIP 
 
Saturday 29 January  Feria (The Blessed Virgin  
    Mary) 
10.00 am Church  Dec’d benefactors & promoters 
    of the Claver Sistrs 
  6.00 pm VIGILChurch  Ernie McCarthy RIP 
 
Sunday 30 January   Fourth Sunday 

  8.00 am Church  Istvan Kiss RIP 

  9.30 am Church  Lucia Holder RIP 

  9.30 am Hall  Françoise Cronan - wellbeing 
  CHILDREN’S MASS 

11.00 pm Church  Gerard Maye 

  5.30 pm Church  Pedro Tamen RIP (6 month  

    anniv) 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Mary Odok, Leonard Walker, Peter Donnelly, Evalina Armani, Carolla Law, Seamus  
Duignan, Craig Western, Milvia Toni, Fr James Doherty, Jim Buchanan, Brian Cronan and Eileen Hayes.  
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are close:  Jean Cullen, Kathleen Phelan, Mabel Graves, Raymond Willis, Monica Hyland, 
Anne Lymbery, May McMahon, Tom Gower, Cheryl McGoldrick, Gibson Janika Sikaleya, Frank Donagh, Alice Appiah-Gyan, Thomas 
Bromell, Caroline Pearson, Bill Boyd, Yvonne Harvey, Jason Du Haney, Richard Lee. 
 

We pray for the sick and all who are in need of prayer:  Okwui Agbim, Angela, Sandy Baron, Siobhan Basquill, Boudicca, Fr Ray 
Brennan, Rob Burns, Niamh Byrne, Mary Byrne, Caroline, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Zenaido Cinco, Mark Clapson, Catherine Cook,   
Françoise Cronan, John Crouch, Niamh Dawson, Antonia Difato, Giacomo Dillon, Domenico, Helga and Ralph D ’Souza, Alex Dufort, 
Sarah Dunmore, Cecil Dutton, Raymond & Christiane Duval, Daniel Ebrahimi, Suzanne Eilbeck, Yvonne Fairlamb, Jessica Feron, An-
tonio Ferrara, Felicity, Ann Fleming, Mary Flood, Flora, Marie Francis, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Patsy Grey, Tony 
Hallett, Hans Halpin, Amelia Handy, Patricia Hanson, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Anita Hennigan, Lesley Hi ll, 
Maureen Hitchens, Glen Jack, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Sarah-Marie Kench, Keith Kench, Pet Kilcullen, Antony & Richard Kirin, 
Pierre Laine, Rosy Lobo, Lizzy Loftus, Barbara Love, Annick Lynch, Mark, Vicky Mariadas, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Patrick 
McHugh, Paul McIndoe, Dorothy McWilliams, Janet Miles, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Baby Hendrix Morgan, Barbara Moyce, 
Robert Moyle, Anna O’Hara, Grace Okezie, Shirley Oakley, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Helen Quarshie, Paul Rice, Katie Richardson, 
Pru Root, Rowena, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Patrick Ryan, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, Veronica Somare, 
Vidya Sookram, Colleen Swan, Pauline Ulisak, Vanessa, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, 
Patricia Weal, Paul Williams, Susan Wingfield, Terry Woollard. 

 
 
 
Thank you for raising donations for St Edmunds with 
#easyfundraising!  If you haven't signed up yet, it's easy 
and completely FREE.  5,900 shops and sites will     
donate to us when you use easyfundraising to do your 
everyday online shopping - at no extra cost to you!  
Every donation you raise makes a difference to us, so 
please sign up & share today.  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stecb/?
invite=U95BCP%26referral-campaign=c2s%
26utm_campaign=admin-trigger%26utm_content=srt  

ONLINE GIVING 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 

 

Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite on 
our website, using the DONATE option or if you wish to 

set up a Standing Order our bank details are: 
RCAS St Edmund’s Church 

Sort Code: 60-02-12 
a/c no: 14282887 

PARISH GIVING - Mass Stipends 

If you request a Mass intention it is usual to give a    
donation (known as a Mass stipend).  There is no fixed 
amount but a minimum of £10 is suggested.  Cash for 
Mass stipends can be put in the Mass intention           
envelopes which are in the porch, and then, either be 
put in the offertory collection or through the office door.  
Please do not put a note through the door asking for a 
Mass intention on a specific date without also including 
your name and phone number, so we can get in contact 
with you if needed. 

 
There is Rosary every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

at 9.30 am, and Adoration after the 10.00 am Mass 
Monday to Friday. On Friday Adoration concludes with 

Benediction. 
 

Confession are every Saturday from  
10.30 am - 11.00 am and from 5.00 pm - 5.55 pm 
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