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ON THURSDAY I listened to the traditional Carol Service led 
by KS2 children at St Mary’s School - sadly once again this 

could not be in church for Covid reasons and was recorded from 
the school, and I concluded the service with a blessing as usual. 

As in the past one of the highlights was a rendition of Silent 
Night including verses in French, Spanish and German: when we 

take the trouble to do this we affirm our belief that Christmas 
breaks down barriers among peoples (the carol was famously 

sung at the unofficial Christmas truce in December 1914).  

Last weekend I started our reflections for Advent with the     
insights of Pope Francis in his October 2020 letter Fratelli Tutti. 

This needs to be our guide both for Advent and all our efforts to 
renew and restore the mission of our parish as we engage in the 

synodal pathway which he initiated a few weeks ago.  Next week 
we begin our parish reflections which will enable us both to 
share with others what we believe, but also renew the life of the 

parish.  This is why the whole process is so important - all of you 
need to be involved in this.  

In Fratelli Tutti two years ago the pope wrote, quoting what he 

had said earlier to a gathering of young people of varying back-
grounds in Skopke (Macedonia):  

‘It is my desire that, in this our time, by acknowledging the 
dignity of each human person, we can contribute to the re-
birth of a universal aspiration to fraternity.  Fraternity    
between all men and women. “Here we have a splendid secret 
that shows us how to dream and to turn our life into a     
wonderful adventure. No one can face life in isolation… We 
need a community that supports and helps us, in which we 
can help one another to keep looking ahead.  How important 
it is to dream together… By ourselves, we risk seeing        
mirages, things that are not there. Dreams, on the other 
hand, are built together”.  Let us dream, then, as a single 
human family, as fellow travelers sharing the same flesh, as 
children of the same earth which is our common home, each 
of us bringing the richness of his or her beliefs and              
convictions, each of us with his or her own voice, brothers 
and sisters all’. 
 
The pope’s vision is crucial to why it is so good that children in 
our parish school sing Stille Nacht in different languages. As 
Britain descends into ever more toxic xenophobia, this is what 
makes us different as Catholics. The picture here is of the Jean 
Monnet museum north west of Paris, which I was able to visit 
recently. As some of you will know from various teaching      
programmes we have run over the years in this parish, Jean  
Monnet was  one of the key figures in the setting up of common 
European institutions after the Second World War. The museum, 
which was his home for many years, is the place where in the 50s 
and 60s he pioneered work for reconciliation and peace in     
Europe. I have wanted to go to this place for many years: 

(https://www.jean-monnet-europe.eu/en/permanent-exhibition/
museum); it is a bit out of the way but if you have the chance it is 
well worth a visit. I had studied Monnet for many years (thanks 
to the late Tony Kinch, whom many of us remember, I have  the 
biography of him by François Dechêne) but it was incredibly 
moving. This was where the vision of European unity after the 
Second World War was forged; Monnet, Adenauer, Schuman, 
and De Gasperi were motivated by two things: the catastrophic 
destruction of much of Europe in two World Wars, and Catholic 
Social Teaching. This is why the Catholic Church supports    
European Unity. 
 
While it was moving to be at the Monnet house I also found it 
rather depressing, more than I might have done a few years ago. 
Among photos in the house of people he had worked with were 
pictures including Harold Macmillan (MP not far from here in 
Bromley) and Edward Heath (again, Bexley and Sidcup); this 
country, with its sad flag-waving and xenophobia, has walked 
away from what Monnet’s house, and the teachings of the     
Catholic Church, try to say to the world. People in this country 
do not know much about Monnet - it’s not too late to put that 
right. 
 
In Fratelli Tutti the Holy Father reflects on what is wrong with 
the world in the chapter ‘Dark Clouds over. Closed World’, and 
pays tribute to Monnet and the other founding fathers of today’s 
Europe (quoting his address to the European Parliament in 
2014):  
 
‘For decades, it seemed that the world had learned a lesson 
from its many wars and disasters, and was slowly moving 
towards various forms of integration. For example, there was 
the dream of a united Europe, capable of acknowledging its 
shared roots and rejoicing in its rich diversity. We think of 
“the firm conviction of the founders of the European Union, 
who envisioned a future based on the capacity to work      
together in bridging divisions and in fostering peace and      
fellowship between all the peoples of this continent”.’ (section 
10) 
 
Advent is not simply about looking at our own lives; nor is it 
simply about looking at our parish; it has to entail looking at the 
world in which we live.  Pope Francis’ vision of breaking down 
borders and barriers, against so much hatred in our land, has to 
be central to how we try to keep a good Advent. 
 

INTO ADVENT WITH POPE FRANCIS - PART II 
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BAPTISMS 
Congratulations to the following 
babies and children who were 

baptised during November. 
 

Patricia Margaret McGrath 
Aidan Rafael Harley 
Maria Rose Waligora 
Joshue Daniel Fayaz 
Leyla Miriam Duran 

Sophia Ava Emerson Sian Shingles 
Kit Michael Gabriel Lynch 

Annabelle Grace Elizabeth Agutter 
Imogen Maria Stretton 

 
 
 
 
 
The Beckenham St. Vincent de Paul group (SVP) is 
having its Christmas lunch on Monday.  Please pray 
for its success. 

ADVENT CAROL SERVICE 
Saturday 11 December at 7.15pm 

in the Church and online at  www.saintedmunds.net  
Join us to enjoy carols and readings in preparation for 

Christmas. 
For those participating online a programme will be on 

the website from 8 December.  
 

We usually raise money at this annual event to  
support St. Christopher’s Hospice,  

and so we will have a collection after the  
Service.  Should you wish to donate to this charity you 

can also do so online:  
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

stedmundsbeckenhamadventservice  

or you can post a donation through the office door 
marked ‘for St. Christopher’s Hospice’.  

 

Whichever way you join us, you are most welcome.  

PARISH SYNOD MEETINGS 

We are pleased to announce that 

booking for the Parish synod 

meetings is now open.  Please 

use the link below to book your 
place.  

 

 
   Tuesday 7 December 7.30pm in the Church Hall  
   Thursday 9 December on Zoom at 7.30pm  
   Saturday 11 December 2.00pm in the Church Hall  
https://stedmunds.churchsuite.co.uk/events/w0hj5pbq 

  

We are short of facilitators for the Saturday afternoon 

session and we may have to cancel this meeting   

unless we get  more volunteers.  If you have any      

experience of facilitating and are available for the  

Saturday meeting please let us know. 

 beckenhamsynod@rcaos.org.uk  

Feast of  

Immaculate Mary 

Salesian Sisters  

‘Drop-In’ Invitation 
Wednesday 8 December 

Time: 10.45-12.00 

 

Wednesday 8 is a big feast day for the Salesian  

Sisters all over the world. 

We celebrate the feast of Mary Immaculate and the 
beginnings of our work with Young People. We 
would love you to pop-in, say hello, say a little  

prayer, have a cuppa and some cake and be part of 
our special day. 

United in prayer, Srs Connie & Rosalie 

LIGHT OF CHRIST CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC  
PRAYER GROUP 

We invite you to join us on 
Wednesday 8 December in the church hall 

7.45 pm Praise & Worship 
8.00 pm Holy Mass 

Celebrant Fr Victor Akongwale  
followed Adoration, Praise & Worship 

10.00 pm conclusion 
 

If you have any questions please call 
Anna 07794 202 106 or Tom 07982 999 319 

300 CLUB 
The winners of the 300 club draw for November are: 

£100 - No 29 - Niamh & Terry O’Regan 
£75 - No 192 - Mr Ray Watson 

£50 - No 225 - Mrs Ammeina Swaine 
£25 - No 103 - Miss Ellie Pontifex 

CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION 2022  
A reminder to all St Edmund's young people who are 

in Year 8 and Year 9.  Applications to enrol for     
Confirmation preparation must be made by  
9th January 2022 via the parish website: 

https://stedmunds.churchsuite.co.uk/events/qd4jfcy1 

The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver wish to 
thank all the parishioners of St Edmund’s for your 
generous giving towards the sale of our Mission   
Calendar 2022 to repair the leaking roof of the     
Sisters of St Charles Lwanga in Angola.  We are 
happy to inform you that we have raised £823.69 
(and 20 Euros).  We are very grateful for your      
support and may God reward you all. 

Next weekend there will be a second collection for 
the SVP.  Your generous gifts allow our local SVP to 
respond to the many and increasing requests they 
receive for assistance, so as ever, please give     
generously so this work can continue. 
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CHRISTMAS GIFTS AND CARDS SUPPORTING 
GOOD CAUSES 

If you would like to ensure the money you spend at 
Christmas 2021 goes to good causes, and you want 
to avoid the crowds - check the following websites 
which have a good selection of cards and imaginative 
present ideas.  

Aid to the Church in Need shop 
https://acnuk.org/shop/ 

CAFOD 
https://cafod.org.uk/Give/CAFOD-Shop 

Cardinal Hume Centre 
www.cardinalhumecentre.org.uk/latest-news/
christmas-cards-that-do-good 

Catholic Care 
www.catholic-care.org.uk/support-us/christmas-card/ 

Catholic Children's Society, Westminster 
www.cathchild.org.uk/christmas-cards/ 

Chilworth Abbey Shop 
Beautiful selection of presents made by monks. 
www.chilworthbenedictines.com/shops/ 

CTS 
Books and cards 
www.ctsbooks.org/ 

Farnborough Abbey Shop 
https://theabbeyshop.com 

Friends of the Holy Land 
www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk/christmas-cards 

HCPT 
www.hcpt.org.uk/christmas-cards 

Lourdes gifts and cards 
www.directfromlourdes.com/
catholic_christmas_cards 

National Shrine of St Jude, Faversham - Shop 
For cards and gifts 
https://stjudeshrine.co.uk/ 

New Ways 
Supporting health, education and development pro-
jects run by St Paul the Apostle Missionaries in Tur-
kana, Kenya 
www.newways.org.uk/alternative-gifts 

Pax Christi 
Cards, diaries, books 
http://paxchristi.org.uk/shop/ 

St Paul's online store 
for cards, books and more presents 
https://stpauls.org.uk 

Stella Maris 
www.stellamaris.org.uk/product/christmas-cards-
christmas-story/ 

Walsingham gift shop 
https://shop.walsingham.org.uk/collections/
walsingham-gifts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Passage, the Catholic charity working with 
homeless people is raising funds through the Big 
Give a matched giving scheme.  Every £1 donated 
online between noon on Tuesday 30 November and 
noon on Tuesday 7 December makes £2 and £2.25 if 
you are a taxpayer through Gift Aid.  At a time when 
The Passage’s finances are stretched and they are 
helping more homeless people than ever, please 
consider supporting this charity through the 
link  https://bit.ly/PassageBG2021  

TEACHING ASSISTANT VACANCY 
ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School is    
currently recruiting for a Teaching Assis-
tant. This position is initially for EYFS,  

although TAs work flexibly across the school accord-
ing to pupils’ needs. This is a permanent position, 
working 30 hours per week - term time only (plus  
inset days). 
If you are interested in the role and would like a copy 
of the full job description and application form, please 
email Mrs E. Tracey at the following address: 
admin@stmaryscp.co.uk. Please note CVs and 
generic applications will not be considered. 

COLLECTION FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS AND  
REFUGEES IN LONDON 

Thank you for the donations of food that you left last 
weekend.  Fr Ashley has taken them to the House 
and they are being put to use. 

Next Saturday 11 December, the 10.00am Mass will 
be a Mass for Life. There will be prayers for the     
protection of unborn babies and an end to abortion. 

An old email account of Fr Steve’s has been hacked. 
If anyone receives a message from him from a gmail 
account please delete it immediately. 

We hope to be able to give you a full timetable in 
next week’s newsletter of Masses for Christmas 
Eve, Christmas Day and Christmas Sunday. 

The church heating system has stopped working 
and needs to be replaced.  This will not happen 
before the New Year, so if you come to church  

 

WRAP UP WELL 
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IN THE CHURCH 
 

Sunday 5 December  Second Sunday of Advent 

  6.00 pm VIGIL Church Crescenzo & Delisa Panetta RIP 
  8.00 am Church Erika & Paddy Curtin RIP 

  9.30 am Church Howard Long & his Mum & Dad RIP 

  9.30 am Hall  For the people 
    Children’s Mass 
11.00 am Church Nasamu Family 

  5.30 pm Church Elliot Moore RIP  

 

Monday 6 December Feria (St Nicholas) 

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church John Cotter RIP 

  6.00 pm  Church  Ben Benedict RIP 

  7.00 pm 25 VW  Adoration 

 

Tuesday 7 December St Ambrose, Bishop 

10.00 am Church Mim Jennings RIP (1st anniv) 

  6.00 pm Church Ints of Andrew, Mark & Miriam 

 

Wednesday 8 December The Immaculate Conception of the 
    Blessed Virgin Mary 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church Dec’d benefactors & promoters of the 
    Claver Sisters 

  6.00 pm  Church Tony Douglas 

 

Thursday 9 December Feria 
10.00 am Church Welfare and intentions of Raphael  
    Fleming. 
  8.00 am Claver  Adoration 
  6.00 pm   Church  Dr Mary Shipsey RIP 
  8.00 pm Claver  Adoration  
 
Friday 10 December Feria (Our Lady of Loreto) 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church Nora & Patrick Doolan RIP 
     Adoration & Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church Private Intention 
 
Saturday 11 December Feria (St Damascus 1, Pope) 
10.00 am Church Mass for Life 

Confessions after 10.00 am Mass and from 5.00 pm to 5.50 pm 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Church William Ross RIP (anniv) 
  7.15 pm Church Advent Carol Service 
 
 
Sunday 12 December  Third Sunday of Advent 

  8.00 am Church Thomas Lee RIP 

  9.30 am Church Giaco & Chona (anniv) 

  9.30 am Hall  For the people 
    Children’s Mass 
11.00 am Church Nasamu Family 

  5.30 pm Church Elliot Moore RIP  

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Mary Odok, John O’Sullivan, Leonard Walker, Roberto Pascalis, Daniel Asapokhai, Peter   
Donnelly, Carolla Law, Seamus Duignan. 
 
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Angela Deeny, Bella Walter, Helen Shipsey, Leonard Cook, Pearse Kilcullen,  
Mim Jennings, Mary Beck, Margaret O’Neill, Lucas Campos, Elizabeth Lynch, Sharon Wigner, William Ross.  
 
We pray for the sick:  Okwui Agbim, Angela, Evelina Armani, Sandy Baron, Siobhan Basquill, Boudicca, Fr Ray Brennan, Patsy Brown, Rob 
Burns, Niamh Byrne, Mary Byrne, Caroline, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Zenaido Cinco, Mark Clapson, Catherine Cook, John Crouch, Malcolm 
Cusack, Niamh Dawson, Antonia Difato, Giacomo Dillon, Domenico, Helga and Ralph D’Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas     
Dunford, Sarah Dunmore, Cecil Dutton, Raymond & Christiane Duval, Daniel Ebrahimi, Suzanne Eilbeck, Yvonne Fairlamb, Jessica Feron, 
Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Ann Fleming, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa,  Patsy Grey, Tony Hallett, Hans   
Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Patricia Hanson, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Anita Hennigan, Lesley Hill, 
Maureen Hitchens, Rosemary Horsley, Glen Jack, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Keith Kench, Pet Kilcullen, Antony & Richard Kirin, Pierre 
Laine, Rosy Lobo, Lizzy Loftus, Barbara Love, Annick Lynch, Mark, Vicky Mariadas, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Patrick McHugh, Paul 
McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Baby    Hendrix Morgan, Barbara Moyce, Robert Moyle, Anna O ’Hara, Grace Okezie, Shirley  
Oakley, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Helen Quarshie, Katie Richardson, Pru Root, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Patrick Ryan, 
Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, Veronica Somare, Vidya Sookram, Colleen Swan, Pauline Ulisak, Vanessa,  Deborah Walcott-
Grappie, Joan, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Paul Williams, Susan Wingfield, Terry Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

ONLINE GIVING 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 

 

Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite on 
our website, using the DONATE option or if you wish to 

set up a Standing Order our bank details are: 
RCAS St Edmund’s Church 

Sort Code: 60-02-12 
a/c no: 14282887 

 
 
 
Thank you for raising donations for St Edmunds with 
#easyfundraising!  If you haven't signed up yet, it's easy 
and completely FREE.  5,900 shops and sites will     
donate to us when you use easyfundraising to do your 
everyday online shopping - at no extra cost to you!  
Every donation you raise makes a difference to us, so 
please sign up & share today.  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stecb/?
invite=U95BCP%26referral-campaign=c2s%
26utm_campaign=admin-trigger%26utm_content=srt  

DIARY DATES 
 
December 
Saturday 4, 11-12 in the Hall - Contemplative  
      Saturday 
Please see p2 for dates of the Synod meetings 
Saturday 11, 7.15 pm, Annual Christmas Concert in the 
church 
Monday 13, CWL meeting in Hall. 
 
There will not be a Life in the Spirit gathering on either 
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