
Last week Father Ashley wrote about the opening Mass of 

the Synod celebrated by Pope Francis, and explained what 

‘Synod’ means: walking on the same road – walking together. 

The Synod of Bishops will be held in 2023 in Rome and  time 

is short. Today I want to invite you to participate in thinking 

and in voicing your views, concerns, expectations and your 

vision of where the Church ought to be. In this initial phase 

you have until 7 January 2022 to think about it. The Church is 

not the building in which we gather; rather, the living Church 

is actually all of us who belong to Christ - that is the real 

Church. This Synod calls for a worldwide process of listening 

and discernment in parishes. It is worldwide because it is an 

initiative from Pope Francis aimed at listening to the whole 

world. What might work for us locally might not be suitable for 

other parts of the world, so we need to have a worldwide view 

of what the Church should be now and in the future.  

Jesus defined the term ‘neighbour’ very well in the parable of 

the Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 29-37) and also in telling us 

‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ This is our opportunity to 

participate in what the Church means to us, as members of 

the Church and as a community, the Body of Christ. It is a 

renewal process and it is important for us to keep in mind 

how we can maintain solidarity with the rest of the world. The 

preparatory documents for this process published by the   

diocese say in clarification, ‘The consultation of the people of 

God does not imply the assumption within the Church of the 

dynamics of democracy based on the principle of majority, it 

is a shared passion for a common mission.’ When we say 

‘common mission and shared passion’ we need to think of the 

rest of the world and not just the local parish. This synod is 

about rejuvenating the whole world with the message of 

Christ and walking together in his footsteps. That does not 

preclude us from thinking about our particular parish; how-

ever, it is greatly beneficial to journey together with others -  

how we are connected with other dioceses, the rest of the 

world and Rome. This is an invitation to have your voice 

heard. We have been blessed with a diverse community, and 

regularly until the pandemic we celebrated this unity in diver-

sity in International Days in our parish.  

This is a call to each and every one of you to participate and 

help to define through prayer the purpose of the Church, 

which can be done through prayer. Archbishop John has  

written this in his letter about synod: ‘Please do all you can 

to support this process as we ‘journey together’,         

respectfully hearing and exploring how the perennial 

teaching of the Church can be applied and lived today’. 

Pope Francis also reminds us: ‘’What is under discussion 

at synodal gatherings are not the traditional truths of 

Christian doctrine. The Synod is concerned mainly with 

how teaching can be lived and applied in the changing 

contexts of our time.’ (Let us Dream: the Path to a Better 

Future, Simon and Schuster, London: Simon and Schuster 

2020, pp. 84-85)  

I offer this short passage from the Synod Vademecum by way 

of a prayer and conclusion:  

May the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of the Apostles and 

Mother of the Church, intercede for us as we journey  

together on the path that God sets before us. As in the 

Upper Room at Pentecost, may her maternal care and 

intercession accompany us as we build up our commun-

ion with one another and carry out our mission in the 

world. With her, we say together as the People of God: 

‘Let it be with me according to your word’ (Lk 1:38). 

Amen. 

Please keep the Synodal process in your prayers.  

             Deacon Sandy Misquitta 

 

The launch of St Edmund's synod and details of 

how you can participate will take place at Masses 

on 6/7 November. 
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THE CHURCH AS WE WANT IT IN THE THIRD MILLENIUM  

EXPERTISE NEEDED 
If you have any experience in the following areas please 
contact the parish office:  

• Electronic survey platforms  

• Large scale consultations 

• Data analytics  

• Facilitating discussions/break out groups  

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com


 

If you would like to know more or start preparing for the St Edmunds' synod we would suggest having a look at the  

following documents;  

https://www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/media/mslfprt0/3synod_questions.pdf  

https://www.synod.va/en/documents/versione-desktop-del-documento-preparatorio.html  - particularly the 
section “Ten Thematic Nuclei to be Explored”  

OUR PRAYER TREE FOR THE HOLY SOULS 
November is the month in which 
the Church remembers Her 
dead, and in a special way we 
are invited to remember our 
family and friends who have 
died, especially those who have 
died in the previous year.  
 

This year we will be adding flowers to the tree that will 
be placed on the sanctuary throughout November.  To 
each flower you can add the names of your family and 
friends who you wish to remember and pray for. As 
each flower is hand-made, please add your require-
ments and name to the list at the back of the Church 
or contact the Parish Office: beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
– please mark the subject box ‘Holy Souls’ and include 
the names of your friends and family.  Your flower will 
be completed and placed on our tree on your behalf.  

BAPTISM 
There will be a Baptism Preparation 

session on  
Sunday 31 October, in the Hall,  

beginning after the end of the Family 
Mass, so about 10.45 am. 

 
First time parents and expectant  

parents need to attend this session 
before their child can be baptised. 

There is no need to book, just turn up. 

TREASURER TO ST EDMUND’S FINANCE COMMITTEE 
We are seeking applications for the role of Treasurer 
on the Finance Committee. 
This is a voluntary post but an important one as you 
will be responsible for overseeing the management of 
parish finances.  If you are interested in applying for 
this role, please write to Fr Steve Wymer, outlining 
any previous experience and how you feel you would 
be suited to this work. 

LONDON CATHOLIC WORKER COLLECTIONS 

During this pandemic many of you have supported 
the London Catholic Worker community in North   
London, to which we have been bringing food and 
other gifts for many years, through their website 
(https://www.londoncatholicworker.org). While we 
will be continuing to support the local Living Well food 
bank here, and other initiatives, we intend to have the 
first physical collection for some time on the weekend 
of 27/28 November. I have been in touch with the 
priest in the community, Fr Martin Newell CP (who 
came to preach here a few years back) and the   
community is grateful for our continued support. 

      Fr Ashley 

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE  

As infections in the UK are rising, disturbingly, this is a 
good time to remind you of some of the things we ask 
you to do. 

First of all, in this parish we ask you to wear a mask 
when you are in church, unless you are reading aloud 
or singing in a choir.  We have re-introduced con-
gregational singing, and learning to sing wearing a 
mask is not easy (though not impossible either), but 
we all need to continue to show consideration to     
others. 

 

Secondly, we continue to urge you to receive Holy 
Communion on the hand.  For the first few months  
after churches reopened in the summer of 2020, in 
most of the dioceses of this country, receiving Holy 
Communion on the tongue was forbidden.  While that 
restriction has been lifted, we ask that if you insist on 
doing so you come to receive at the end of the 
queue to reduce the extent to which the minister    
giving you Communion has to sanitise his or her hands 
after doing so.  If anyone tells you are being dis-
respectful to the Lord by receiving on the hand, simply 
ignore them.  Receiving on the hand has been allowed 
by the bishops in this country for many years now. 

       Fr Ashley 

HOMEMADE CHIRISTMAS 
4 December 2021 

St Edmunds Church Hall 
Please join us at this parish community 

event, enjoy a glass of mulled wine and a 
mince pie with friends whilst browsing the 

stalls selling homemade items. 
 

It will be lovely to see our community get 
together again after such a long time. 

 
We are asking parishioners to donate any-
thing homemade (cakes, jams, Christmas 
decorations, arts and crafts etc) which can 

be sold to raise funds for  
St Edmunds. 

 
If you can help with the organisation,  

planning and providing a donation nearer 
the time, please contact Sue Owen 

at sueowenwolf@gmail.com 

ASSISTED DYING BILL 

As some of you know our bishops launched a nation-
wide Novena of Prayer, which started last Thursday, 
in relation to the Assisted Dying Bill 2021 due to be    
debated in the House of Lords on 22 October. Details 
from the Bishops Conference website, are 
here:  https://www.cbcew.org.uk/nine-days-of-prayer-
to-help-defeat-attempt-to-legalise-assisted-suicide/ 

https://www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/media/mslfprt0/3synod_questions.pdf
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http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj6k5Kj5crNAhXkKsAKHbCgBHQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fomurtlak9.bloguez.com%2Fomurtlak9%2F635645%2Fbaptism-candle&psig=AFQjCNHAZIv4cmti0M52CgbAvJ82XCUyaw&ust=1467205
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http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj6k5Kj5crNAhXkKsAKHbCgBHQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fomurtlak9.bloguez.com%2Fomurtlak9%2F635645%2Fbaptism-candle&psig=AFQjCNHAZIv4cmti0M52CgbAvJ82XCUyaw&ust=1467205
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/nine-days-of-prayer-to-help-defeat-attempt-to-legalise-assisted-suicide/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/nine-days-of-prayer-to-help-defeat-attempt-to-legalise-assisted-suicide/


ST EDMUNDS CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL 
2021 

Thank you to everyone who has already taken or 
downloaded a leaflet and is filling a box.  Filled shoe-
boxes can be dropped at 20 Reddons Road anytime 
until November 1

st
 or brought with you to weekend 

masses on 30
th
/31

st
 October when we will be collect-

ing boxes before masses. 
If you would like to fill a box but don’t already have a 
leaflet, you can download one here: https://
blythswood.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-
SBA-checklist.pdf 
If you have any questions, please call Susie or      
Lucienne – 0795 6574 789 / 0788 4184 534 

 

 

         A message from             
     CAFOD 

 
Thank you for supporting our Climate Crisis          
Appeal for our recent Family Fast Day. Every 
donation helps us in our work and is gratefully 
received. cafod.org.uk/climatecrisis 

 

Please pray for the success of the forthcoming 
UN climate talks in Glasgow, COP26, from 31 
October to 12 November.  There are prayer cards at 
the back of church; please do take one and pray that 
our leaders will put the needs of marginalised comm-
unities around the world, those most affected by 
climate change, right at the heart of these climate 
talks.  For more information see cafod.org.uk/COP26 

 

May the Holy Spirit inspire all political 
leaders at COP26 and instill in them the 
courage and gentleness to implement 

fairer solutions for the most vulnerable. 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
As you start to do your Christmas preparation please 
think about looking at the cards and gifts offered by 
Catholic organisations. 
 
Below is just a few of them.  Some offer wonderful 
and imaginative ’virtual’ gifts and others a range of 
gifts for all ages. 
 
https://acnuk.org/shop/ 
 
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/  https://cafod.org.uk/
News/UK-news/Christmas-cards-and-gifts 
 
https://www.cathchild.org.uk/christmas-cards/ 
 
https://www.svp.org.uk/shop 

LIGHT OF CHRIST CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC  
PRAYER GROUP 

We invite you to join us on 
Wednesday 27 October in the church hall 

7.45 pm Praise & Worship 
8.00 pm Holy Mass 

celebrant Fr Regis Rubaya 
followed by Lectio Divina 

10.00 pm conclusion 
 

If you have any questions please call 
Anna 07794 202 106 or Tom 07982 999 319 

THIS ENDS NEXT 
WEEKEND 

ACCOMMODATION needed for school Christmas 
holidays for school students who can’t fly home.  
Do you have a spare room?  
Generous pay. For details call 07831 865530  
Please see the poster in the church porch 

Would you like to put your faith 

into action by reaching out in a 

practical way to some of the 

most socially disadvantaged 

people in our community?  

If so, Pact’s JustPeople workshops may be for 

you.  

Our workshops offer an opportunity to reflect upon 

Scripture, Church Teaching and Catholic Social 

Teaching through the lens of people affected by im-

prisonment. They are accessible both online and in 

person.  

Online Workshop: Session 1a - 30th October 

10am - 1pm  

Online Workshop: Session 1b - 13th November 

10am - 1pm  

(this is a continuation of the last session)  

In-Person Workshop - 27th November 10am - 4pm  

Venue: Sutton Life Centre, 24 Alcorn Close,  

Sutton, England SM3 9PX  

To find out more and to book a place, please email 

parish.action@prisonadvice.org.uk or call Marie at 

Pact on 07581 194907  

The Diocesan Justice and Peace  
Commission Autumn Assembly 2021 
entitled COP26: What next?’ is a con-
tinued response to the huge environ-
mental issues of our time, what can we 
do that we aren’t doing now?  Respond 

to care for the earth, care for the poor, care for a fair-
er economy.  At Corpus Christi Catholic Church, 
Brixton Hill, Saturday 20 November from 10am 
onwards.  Entrance is free.  Everyone welcome.  
Email jpiccontact@rcaos.org.uk to reserve your 
place.  Please bring a packed lunch.  Tea and coffee 
provided. 

https://blythswood.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-SBA-checklist.pdf
https://blythswood.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-SBA-checklist.pdf
https://blythswood.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-SBA-checklist.pdf
http://cafod.org.uk/climatecrisis
http://cafod.org.uk/COP26
mailto:jpiccontact@rcaos.org.uk


 

IN THE CHURCH 
 

Sunday 24 October   Thirtieth Sunday 

    World Mission Day 

  6.00 pm VIGIL Church Ints of Elizabeth Adiekpornya 

  8.00 am Church Jerry Bresin RIP 

  9.30 am Church Galina Orlova RIP 

  9.30 am Hall  For the people 

11.00 am Church Richard & Mabel Graves RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Pamela Kean RIP (8th anniv) 

 

Monday 25 October  Feria 

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church Marguerite (Rita) Hankin RIP  

    (4th anniv) 

  6.00 pm  Church  Amaka Okpala - birthday thanksgiving 
    and wellbeing 

  7.00 pm 25 VW  Adoration 

 

Tuesday 26 October Feria (Saints Chad & Cedd, Bishops) 

10.00 am Church Wellbeing of Pauline Postlethwaite 

  6.00 pm Church For the Popejoy, Cafferky, Doherty & 
    Fitzsimons families. 

 

Wednesday 27 October Feria 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church Ints of Margaret Kelleher 

  6.00 pm  Church Ints of the Catenians 

 

Thursday 28 October Saints Simon & Jude, Apostles 
10.00 am Church Ints of Anne Wakerley 
  6.00 pm   Church  David & Family 
  8.00 pm Claver  Adoration 
 
Friday 29 October  Feria 
  9.30 am Church Rosary    
10.00 am Church Larmer Family RIP 
10.30 am Church Adoration & Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church Elliot Moore RIP 
 
Saturday 30 October Feria (The Blessed Virgin Mary) 

10.00 am Church Edward & Family 
Confessions after 10.00 am Mass and from 5.00 pm to 5.50 pm 

  6.00 pm  Church Crescenzo & Delisa Panetta RIP 
 
Sunday 31October   ALL SAINTS 

  8.00 am Church For the people 

  9.30 am Church The Ferrao family & their extended  

    family 

  9.30 am Hall  For the sick of our parish 

11.00 am Church Frances RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Howard & Piatek Family RIP 

 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Adrienne Ennis, Canon Richard Hearn, Nigel Fennemore, Elliot Moore, Pina Moxedano 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Frieda Irma Pereira-Rego, Ann Berry, Tony Kinch, Margaret Deeks, Louis 
Bonello, Pamela Kean, Marguerite (Rita) Hankin, Denise Ricketts, Lucy Denne, Bernard Grey, Clive Rumsey, Constance Baker,   
Patricia Forsyth, Arthur Watson, Joan Conrath, David Edwards 
 
We pray for the sick:  Okwui Agbim, Angela, Evelina Armani, Daniel Asapokhai, Sandy Baron, Siobhan Basquill, Boudicca, Fr Ray 
Brennan, Patsy Brown, Rob Burns, Niamh Byrne, Mary Byrne, Caroline, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Zenaido Cinco, Mark Clapson,    
Catherine Cook, John Crouch, Malcolm Cusack, Niamh Dawson, Antonia Difato, Giacomo Dillon, Domenico, Helga and Ralph    
D’Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Sarah Dunmore, Cecil Dutton, Daniel Ebrahimi, Suzanne Eilbeck, Yvonne 
Fairlamb,  Jessica Feron,   Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Ann Fleming, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa,  
Patsy Grey, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Anita       
Hennigan, Lesley Hill, Maureen Hitchens, Rosemary Horsley, John Hughes, Glen Jack, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Keith Kench, 
Antony & Richard Kirin, Pierre Laine, Rosy Lobo, Lizzy Loftus, Barbara Love, Annick Lynch, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Patrick 
McHugh, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno,  Baby Hendrix Morgan, Barbara Moyce, Robert Moyle, Grace Okezie, Eva 
Perjesi, John Quaife, Helen Quarshie, Katie Richardson, Pru Root, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Anna O’Hara, Coleen 
Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, Veronica Somare, Vidya Sookram, Pauline Ulisak, Vanessa, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Susan & 
Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Paul Williams, Terry Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

ONLINE GIVING 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 

 

Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite on 
our website, using the DONATE option or if you wish to 

set up a Standing Order our bank details are: 
RCAS St Edmund’s Church 

Sort Code: 60-02-12 
a/c no: 14282887 

 
 
 
Thank you for raising donations for St Edmunds with 
#easyfundraising!  If you haven't signed up yet, it's easy 
and completely FREE.  5,900 shops and sites will     
donate to us when you use easyfundraising to do your 
everyday online shopping - at no extra cost to you!  
Every donation you raise makes a difference to us, so 
please sign up & share today.  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stecb/?
invite=U95BCP%26referral-campaign=c2s%
26utm_campaign=admin-trigger%26utm_content=srt  

DIARY DATES 
October 

Every Monday, Meditation, Hall, 5.30 - 6.20 pm prompt 
Second Saturday, Hall, 11-12 Contemplative Saturday 
 

 
ELECTRONIC DONATIONS 

Your online offerings last week came to £2734.70. 
Thank you very much. 

Next week all Masses will hear an appeal from the  
Mill Hill Missionaries. 

 

There will be Adoration after morning Mass, Monday to  

Saturday until 11.30am but on Friday morning there will also 
be Benediction. 

There is Adoration & Benediction  on the last Sunday of 
each month at 4.00 pm. 

The list of the sick which is read out at each Mass has 
grown very long.  It is intended for those who are close 
to death or seriously ill in hospital.  The names of 
those with a chronic illness should be on the list in the 
newsletter. 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/
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http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h42bce8ef,2b26f16e,25c3a01c&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP



