
 

We had initially decided not to have a holiday this summer; how 
ever, Marian (my wife) said that she would like to visit Douglas on 
the Isle of Man because that is where her parents had first met on 
holiday in the late 1930’s just before the 2nd World War and she 
had always wanted to visit; although it was very different now   
compared to some 80 years previously! 

On the Sunday we went to a lovely church, St Mary’s in          
Douglas,and I used an app called ‘Waze’ to direct us there. As I 
walked down the middle aisle of the church, my phone told me 
“you have reached your destination” and a parishioner sitting in the 
pew next to me as I walked past him said “I think we have all 
reached our destination”.  In that moment of imagination, the words 
became very powerful and I felt different and changed, more peace-
ful, but I didn’t know why.  And later in the Mass the Priest related 
a      wonderful but sad story from his first experience as a Parish 
Priest. He had made friends with a devoted elderly couple who  
attended daily Mass and he agreed to celebrate Mass for a special 
wedding anniversary for them.  However, a week before the anni-
versary, the husband was taken ill.  The Priest visited the couple at 
home and celebrated Mass for them and some friends.  He distribut-
ed the host to everyone and returned with the chalice to find that the 
husband had passed away in the moment he had received the host.  
Having received the Body of Christ, the husband was immediately 
united with the Body of Christ. 

What I am talking about here in scriptural language is referred to as 
eschatology ie the age to come and what will occur at the end of 
time.  For all of us we have to deal with three questions in our life: 
where do I come from; what is the purpose of my life and where I 
am going to at the end of my life.  In these troubled times these 
questions have become even more important and affect our peace of 
mind.  A prominent Christian theologian Professor Tom Wright (an 
ex Bishop of Durham) maintains we have an incorrect view of 
heaven and earth and that we are living in the present age of the 
Kingdom of God, and in his view heaven will be joined to earth as 
the glory of Lord.  “Just as the Temple symbolises the overlapping 
of heaven and earth, and the sabbath the interlocking of present and 
future, so these cosmological and eschatological symbols have 
come to life in the person of Jesus.  Furthermore, human beings as 
made in the image of God find fulfilment in Jesus as the ultimate 
image-bearer.” 

If you have any doubts let me take you through some thinking about 
our salvation and how you might find your own peace of mind.  
You might have heard in my homily in which I tell of the life of St 
John Fisher that, about to be executed he was asked if he had some 
last words; he said he did and asked for a bible and turned to John 
17:3 and read “this is eternal life to know you the one true God and 
Jesus Christ who you have sent.” Of all the things that John Fisher 
could have said before his cruel and unwarranted death, he left us 
with strong words of deliverance and indeed of protection. 

If you are not convinced, let me tell you another story of the person-
al tragedy and inspirational faith of Horatio Gates Spafford.  You 
can find a longer version on the internet, but in summary, by 1870,  
Horatio Gates Spafford was a successful Chicago lawyer with every 
reason to be thankful and faithful to God.  A supporter of preachers, 
Dwight L Moody and Ira Sankey, prominent Christian evangelists  
 

formed part his circle of friends.  He was due to leave America with 
his wife and four daughters for England but at the last minute was 
delayed by some urgent work and told his wife to sail without him. 
Tragically just off the coast of southern Ireland their ship was in 
collision with another ship and all four daughters were lost at sea 
and his wife was saved, landing in Cardiff.  She sent a telegram 
with the words ‘saved alone’. Horatio immediately set sail to     
England and as he neared the spot where he lost his daughters, he 
wrote the following hymn: “It is well with my Soul” 
 

When peace like a river attendeth my way 

When sorrows like sea billows roll 

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say 

It is well, it is well with my soul 

It is well (it is well) 

With my soul (with my soul) 

It is well, it is well with my soul 
 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come 

Let this blest assurance control 

That Christ has regarded my helpless estate 

And has shed His own blood for my soul 

It is well (it is well) 

With my soul (with my soul) 

It is well, it is well with my soul 
 

My sin, oh the bliss of this glorious thought (a thought) 

My sin, not in part, but the whole (every bit, every bit, all of it) 

Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more (yes!) 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 

It is well (it is well) 

With my soul (with my soul) 

It is well, it is well with my soul 

Sing it as well 

It is well (it is well) 

With my soul (with my soul) 

It is well, it is well with my soul 
 

And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight 

The clouds be rolled back as a scroll 

The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend 

Even so, it is well with my soul! 

It is well (it is well) 

With my soul (with my soul) 

It is well, it is well with my soul 

Sing up to Jesus, it is well! 

It is well (it is well) 

With my soul (with my soul) 

It is well, it is well with my soul 
 

If you are seeking peace of mind listen to this hymn and let the 
words seep into your heart and soul and you will be transformed. 
       Deacon Duncan 
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PREPARATION 
The course starts on Saturday 18 September. 

All communications to those enrolled on the course 
will be sent  via ChurchSuite to the email address  

given at the time of enrolling. 
 

The link below and the parish website give full details 
of the schedule. 

First Holy Communion Preparation 2021-22 (02-Aug-
2021) ChurchSuite Events 

 

If you have any questions, please email the course 
director on beckenhamfhc@rcaos.org.uk 

 

LIGHT OF CHRIST CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC  
PRAYER GROUP 

We welcome you to join us on 
Wednesday 22 September in the church hall 

7.45pm Praise & worship 
8.00pm Holy Mass 

(celebrant Fr Ambrose Ohene Cssp,) 
Followed by Praise & worship 

10.00pm Conclusion 
 

If you have any questions please call 
Anna 07794 202 106  orTom  07982 999 319 

 

CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL APPLICATIONS 

In the Catholic Church we encourage parents to choose 
a Catholic school for their child and as a clergy team we 
do all we can to support them in this.  

For Catholic schools in the maintained sector, part of 
what you need to submit with your application is a form 
signed by a priest which is part of the SIF 
(Supplementary Information Form), or alternatively 
(depending on the school) a signed Certificate of     
Catholic Practice (a standardised document issued by 
the Catholic Education Service).  Check the school web-
sites carefully about application procedures, as these 
vary. 

 

In this parish I deal with all these applications, even if 
you know one of the other clergy better.  Please drop off 
any documentation to me at the presbytery or email it to 
me - if you have any queries I will deal with them,     
preferably by email; please do not go through the office 
staff.  When forms are signed by me we will contact you 
for collection so that they can be downloaded to the 
school websites as part of your application.  

      Fr Ashley 

REGISTRATION FOR CONFIRMATION IN 2022 
Calling all St Edmund's young people who will be in 
Year 9 and Year 8 in the new school year, September 
2021. Traditionally you would have been invited to  en-
rol on our course after the October half term and start 
preparations in the new year, to receive the Sacrament 
in the summer. 
 

Having missed the 2020 group celebration, this year 
we are catching up and we are inviting both year 
groups to register. You can register through this link 
https://stedmunds.churchsuite.co.uk/events/qd4jfcy1 or 
via our website. 
. 

The aim is to start the course in the Spring of 2022    
completing near to the feast of Pentecost as usual.   
Registration will be open until the beginning of January 
2022, but please register as soon as possible so that 
we have a good idea of numbers. If you have any 
questions please email: beckenhamconfirma-
tion@rcaos.org.uk  

 

 

NATIONAL MASS COUNT 
At some point during every Sunday Mass (and         
Saturday vigil) for the next four weeks, you might    
notice the stewards walking round the church, count-
ing those present. This is done every year at the     
request of the Bishops’ Conference and the figures are 
sent back to the diocese for analysis. 

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION  
Normally in England and Wales people are free to 
choose whether to receive Holy Communion on the 
tongue or on the hand.  When churches reopened in the 
summer of 2020 in most dioceses the bishops directed 
that people had to receive on the hand to reduce the 
risk of infection, and people have been good at respect-
ing this instruction. 
Earlier this summer the Bishops Conference relaxed the 
direction, but asked that those who choose to receive on 
the tongue show consideration for others by coming up 
to receive Holy Communion at the end of the queues, as 
a precaution. You have shown care and consideration 
throughout the last eighteen months so we ask that you 
do this please if you wish to receive the Host on the 
tongue.  Permission has not been given yet for Holy 
Communion under both kinds to resume. 
      Fr Ashley 

LIGHT OF CHRIST CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC  
PRAYER GROUP 

We welcome you to join us on 
Wednesday 22 September in the church hall 

7.45pm Praise & worship 
8.00pm Holy Mass 

celebrant Fr Ambrose Ohene Cssp  
who will give a short teaching following the Mass 

10.00pm Conclusion 
 

If you have any questions please call 
Anna 07794 202 106  orTom  07982 999 319 

 
Mothers & Toddlers is open again. 
Every Monday morning in the Hall 

from  
10 - 11.30 am. 

 

All welcome 

PLEASE DO NOT PARK ON THE  
PRESBYTERY FORECOURT 

https://stedmunds.churchsuite.co.uk/events/rtejlphe
https://stedmunds.churchsuite.co.uk/events/rtejlphe


MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
In the Southwark Diocese it is necessary for couples 
wanting to get married to contact their priest at least 
six months ahead of their intended wedding date. 
This is to allow sufficient time for them to attend the 
Marriage Preparation Course and also for the          
necessary paperwork to be completed.  This paper-
work can take some considerable time to prepare as 
many of our parishioners were born outside the UK 
and increasingly many intend to get married over-
seas.  Contact between parishes can be slow, and 
missing or delayed paperwork can put an additional 
stress on a couple in the weeks before their wedding. 
 
So, if you are getting married, please get in touch 
with one of the priests or deacons in plenty of time.  
It is never too early. 
 

Is anyone able to donate a head-
board to fit a 5 foot standard double 
bed?  
 
Are you a qualified plumber?  Could 
you spare the time to help install  a 
much needed washing machine for a 
local family in need? 

 
Please call Fiona Ross on 07956 516 279 if you can 
assist with either of these. 

PARISH GIVING - Mass Stipends 

If you request a Mass intention it is usual to give a    
donation (known as a Mass stipend).  There is no fixed 
amount but a minimum of £10 is suggested.  Cash for 
Mass stipends can be put in the Mass intention           
envelopes which are in the porch, and then, either be 
put in the offertory collection or through the office door.  
Please do not put a note through the door asking for a 
Mass intention on a specific date without also including 
your name and phone number, so we can get in contact 
with you if needed. 

         ROSIE’S CHOIR 
    Saturday 25 September 
        2.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
 

We are a community choir and welcome 
new members.  If you enjoy singing, do come along on 
the 25th and give us a try - no experience necessary.   
For more information please contact Clare McConkey 

on 020 8650 2650. 

ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP 
St Edith’s Well, Kemsing 

Sunday 19 September - 9.00 am 
We shall again join the walk with members of the   
parish of St Thomas, Sevenoaks to St Edith’s Well at 
Kemsing, in time for well-side devotions at 3.30 pm, 
vespers and tea and cake at The Bell PH. 
This is a flat, linear walk. The route is chosen by the 
home parish, but should  not be more than 6/7 miles.  
The availability of lifts after refreshments is un-
certain, but it is only a mile or so to Otford station. 
Meet at Beckenham Junction station at 9.00 am and 
bring a packed lunch, drinks etc  
   Michael Elmer 

macmillan coffee 
morning 

Our friends at No7 Village Way 
are hosting a coffee morning 

for Macmillan on 

Friday 24 September 
 

If anyone would like to bake something for them 
please pop into the cafe and speak to Angelique. 

COLLECTION OF FOOD FOR  
LIVING WELL 

This weekend, 18/19 we are holding our 
first food collection for Living Well since 
February 2020.  Donations can be left at 
the back of the church. 
 
Fr Steve will take the donations to the 
centre himself during the week.   

 

Living Well particularly need tinned fruit, tinned pulses, 
tinned tomatoes, shampoo and non dairy milk, but please 
bring anything that they have previously requested.  It 
will all be put to good use.    
      Thank you 

A JOURNEY IN FAITH 
We have now started the RCIA course for 21/22.  We 
meet fortnightly and our next meeting will be on  
Thursday 30 September in St Edmund’s Hall at      
8.00 pm.  If you are interested in the Catholic Faith 
and would like more information please contact Mary 
on 020 8650 8650 or email us on  
   beckenhamrcia@rcaos.org.uk 
 

     Cathy and Mary 

The Salesian Sisters are having Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament in their chapel 
each Monday evening from 7.00 - 8.00 pm. 
All are welcome to attend.  For those who 
may not know, the chapel is reached 
through the front door of no 27 Village Way. 

If your Missio box needs emptying please 
hand it to a steward at Mass.  When  
emptied it will be left on the reading slope 
for you to collect. 
 
Please do not take it into the sacristy. 

Sr Pat Devine left the Salesian house on Village Way 
a few weeks ago to join their Cowley Community.  We 
shall certainly miss her.  We are delighted though to 
welcome Sr Connie Cameron who is now with the 
Beckenham Community at 25 Village Way. 

mailto:beckenhamrcia@rcaos.org.uk


 

IN THE CHURCH 
 

Sunday 19 September Twenty-Fifth Sunday 

    Home Mission Day 

  8.00 am Church Bob Gray RIP 

  9.30 am Church Richard Graves RIP 

  9.30 am Hall  Michelle Morris RIP 

11.00 am Church Tina Loughney RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Paul Stephens RIP 

 

Monday 20 September St Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Priest, & 
    Paul Chong Ha-Sang & Companions, 
    Martyrs 

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church Ints of Rae Fleming 

  6.00 pm  Church  Pat McAvoy RIP (anniv) 

    Confirmation Group 2020 Mass of  

    Commitment 

  7.00 pm 25 VW  Adoration 

 

Tuesday 21 September St Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 

10.00 am Church Bridget Byrne RIP 

  6.00 pm Church Fr Tom Relihan - wellbeing 
 

Wednesday 22 Sept  Feria 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church Lily Beavis & Tony Colonnese RIP 

  6.00 pm  Church Dec’d Benefactors & Promoters of the 
    Claver Sisters 

 

Thursday 23 Sept  Saint Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) 
10.00 am Church Mary Kate Lennon RIP (anniv) 
  1.30 pm Church Requiem of Rafael Miqueleiz 
  6.00 pm   Church  Martine Kazwey  RIP 
  8.00 pm Claver  Adoration 
 
Friday 24 September Our Lady of Walsingham 
  9.30 am Church Rosary    
10.00 am Church Philomena Charles RIP 
  5.00 pm Church Adoration & Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church Marianne Martin RIP 

 
Saturday 25 September Feria (The Blessed Virgin Mary) 
10.00 am Church Mervyn Shipsey & the late Mary  
    Shipsey. 

Confessions after 10.00 am Mass and from 5.00 pm to 5.50 pm 
  6.00 pm Church Crescenzo & Delisa Panetta RIP 

 
Sunday 26 September Twenty-sixth Sunday 

  8.00 am Church For the happy repose of the soul of 

    Mary Shipsey RIP 

  9.30 am Church For the eternal rest of Adam  

    Aniskiewicz RIP (1st anniv) 

  9.30 am Hall  For the people of the parish 

11.00 am Church Brigid & John O’Neill RIP (anniv) 

  4.00 pm Church Adoration & Benediction 

  5.30 pm Church Mary & Danny Loftus RIP 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Siobhan Murphy, Judith Dede Ajavon, Margaret Spillane, Gareth Thomas, Rafael  
Miqueleiz, Mary Shipsey, Alfred Waller and Lawrence Abadem. 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Marisa Nawara, Maria Okafor, Pat McAvoy, Evelina Rettie, John       
Stoneman, Marion Martin, Patricia English, Paul Stephens, Danuta Eberhardt, Edward Sullivan, Esther Smith, Ann Margaret Wood, 
Terence Harte, Thomas Harrigan, Joan Czyrka,  
 

We pray for the sick:  Okwui Agbim, Angela, Evelina Armani, Daniel Asapokhai,  Sandy Baron, Siobhan Basquill, Boudicca, Fr Ray 
Brennan, Patsy Brown, Rob Burns, Niamh Byrne, Mary Byrne, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Zenaido Cinco, Mark Clapson, John Crouch, 
Malcolm Cusack, Niamh Dawson, Antonia Difato, Giacomo Dillon, Domenico, Helga and Ralph D’Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua       
Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Sarah Dunmore, Cecil Dutton, Daniel Ebrahimi, Suzanne Eilbeck, Joe Fennessy, Jessica Feron, Antonio 
Ferrara, Felicity, Ann Fleming, Mary Flood, Flora, Frances, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Patsy Grey, Tony Hallett, 
Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Anita Hennigan, Lesley Hill, Maureen 
Hitchens, Glen Jack, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Keith Kench, Antony & Richard Kirin, Pierre Laine, Rosy Lobo, Lizzy Loftus,     
Barbara Love, Annick Lynch, Rose    McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Patrick McHugh, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, 
Baby Hendrix Morgan, Barbara Moyce, Robert Moyle, Grace Okezie, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Helen Quarshie, Pru Root, Brian  
Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Anna O’Hara, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, Veronica Somare, Vidya Sookram, Pauline 
Ulisak, Vanessa, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Paul Williams, Terry    
Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

ONLINE GIVING 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

 

Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite on 
our website, using the DONATE option or if you wish to 

set up a Standing Order our bank details are: 
RCAS St Edmund’s Church 

Sort Code: 60-02-12 
a/c no: 14282887 

 
 
 
Thank you for raising donations for St Edmunds with 
#easyfundraising!  If you haven't signed up yet, it's easy 
and completely FREE.  5,900 shops and sites will     
donate to us when you use easyfundraising to do your 
everyday online shopping - at no extra cost to you!  
Every donation you raise makes a difference to us, so 
please sign up & share today.  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stecb/?
invite=U95BCP%26referral-campaign=c2s%
26utm_campaign=admin-trigger%26utm_content=srt  

DIARY DATES 
September 

Monday 20 - Meditation, Hall, 5.30 pm 
Thursday 23 Requiem of Rafael Miqueleiz, 1.30 pm 
Monday 27 Requiem of Margaret Spillane, 11.30 am 
Wednesday 29 Requiem of Mary Shipsey, 11.30 am 

 

RETIRING COLLECTION 
This Sunday there will be a second collection for Home 
Mission,  This collection assists the bishops of England 
& Wales with resources to assist the spread of the  
gospel in our own country. 

ELECTRONIC DONATIONS 
W/E 12/9/21 

£3061.21 
 

Thank you so much. 

There will be Adoration after morning Mass, Monday to  

Saturday until 11.30am. 

There is Adoration & Benediction every Friday at 5.00 pm 
and also on the first Sunday of each month at 4.00 pm. 
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http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h42bce8ef,2b26f16e,25c3a01c&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h42bce8ef,2b26f16e,25c3a01c&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP

