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THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 

THIS SUNDAY we keep in this country the feast of Corpus et 

Sanguis Christi, the Body and Blood of Christ, a feast day which 
began in the Middle Ages to celebrate, away from the sombre 
atmosphere of Holy Week, the institution of the Eucharist by 

Jesus at the Last Supper.  Normally, although it has been          
impossible last year and this, we mark this by a Procession of the 

Host and Benediction: here you see the Holy Father giving     
Benediction ‘to the city and the world’ in the special act of   

prayer in Rome he led in March 2020, at the very beginning of 
the pandemic.  Another thing we normally do today, which will 

also have to wait, is that we invite special ministers of Holy        
Communion to renew their commitment. 

For much of the last year nearly all of you were unable to come 
to Mass physically and receive Holy Communion; even now the 

ways in which we celebrate Mass in church are curtailed.  But 
we do have the opportunity on this feast day to reflect on what 

the Mass and receiving Holy Communion mean to us.  As we are 
beginning a process of parish renewal, we have the chance to 

renew and deepen our experience of the Mass and of devotion to 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, and to think about the ways in 

which we celebrate these things; as we gradually, please God, 
return to the customary pattern of worship in this parish we will 
also need, for all Masses singers in our choirs (who have served 

us so well in the last few months), altar servers, readers,       
stewards and others.  If we think about it there are so many ways 

in which how we experience the Mass has been affected by the 
fifteen months. Here are just some: 

We were live-streaming here before the pandemic, and it was 

important.  But it has meant so much more in the last year or so 
- and this has also meant that some verbal or visible aspects of 

the Mass matter more, such as the PA system, how people 
read, the appearance of the sanctuary and how people act in 
front of the camera.  Live-streaming will remain important and 

is greatly valued by people all over the world; and we will 
need to think about how this can be extended, perhaps to acts 

of worship led from elsewhere. 

When we have been able to celebrate Mass together, it has been 
unfamiliar: not receiving from the chalice, not exchanging the 

   sign of peace, not singing, wearing masks, being guided round 

the building, limitations on numbers and time and so on.  None 
of us find these things easy. Not receiving from the chalice has 

been particularly difficult, since it is (normally) encouraged 
officially in this country (the bishops made this clear in a 1998 

document called One Bread, One Body) and I think St        
Edmund’s pioneered Communion under both kinds many   

decades ago.  The Church believes in active participation in 
the Mass, and all that has happened gives us all a chance to 
think about what this means. 

Inevitably, for safety reasons, we have had to be very careful 
about the church building; this could lead to a psychology of 

fearfulness.  This is a parish where normally the doors of the 
church building, the setting for the celebration of Mass, are 

open all day, every day. Normally people can come in and go 
as they please without having to give their contact details, to 

pray before the Blessed Sacrament exposed or before the    
Tabernacle.  We are only gradually recovering this - but having 

Catholic churches freely open all the time, as welcoming   
places where people can experience the holiness of the place, is 
important for our mission.  During this period our stewards 

have done a tremendous job of welcoming people and ensuring 
their safety; but most of us are held back from being as       

welcoming as we would like if we can’t touch others or if 
we’re wearing a mask. 

We have done new things this last year which can perhaps guide 

us in the future. During complete lockdown, and still now, we 
normally have the Blessed Sacrament exposed for most of the 

day, not simply for an hour after morning Mass as we used to. 
Perhaps we can rethink what we do when we’re able to open 

the church for longer. We have also had Benediction more  
often. 

The daily evening Mass at 6pm, which we didn’t have before we 
reopened after the first lockdown, has become part of parish 

life.  

The ways in which we are able to celebrate Mass with families in 
the parish hall on Sunday have been helpful to many people. 

School Masses, a big part of the life of this parish, have not been 
allowed - we can perhaps think about how these and other acts 
of worship in school can be promoted. 
 

There are many other issues for us to think about - and as we’re 

able, to talk about to each other as well. Today’s great feast of 
Corpus Christi celebrates a belief - about what we believe      
happens to the bread and wine at Mass - for which Catholics in 

the past in this country really suffered (for many years if you 
wanted to take part in public life you had to make a sworn       

declaration denying Transubstantiation); because today is about 
the Mass, the centre of the Church’s life, we can think a bit about 
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STEP BY STEP 
Where are we now? 

There is now one steward at the quieter weekday Masses. 
 
Please use the NHS QR code or sign yourself in. 
 
You must still sanitize your hands and you are still re-
quired to wear a mask. 
 
You may now return to your seats after communion. 
 

The church will be opened before the start of the Rosary 
on Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and will remain open 
for Exposition until noon, or until there is no one present in 
the church. 

 

We have put back candle stands where it is safe to do so. 
 
 

There will be Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the 
Claver Convent every Thursday evening, and on the 
Thursday before a first Friday there will also be Bene-
diction.  All are most welcome to join the Sisters for these.  
The convent address is on the front page, and the door to 
the chapel is on the left side of the house. 
 
As you know children are making their first communions at 
Masses throughout June and July.  The number at any 
Mass is indicated on the back of the newsletter.  If the 
number is high you might wish to consider attending an 
alternative service to be sure of having a seat in the 
church. 

DIARY DATE 
 

GARDEN PARTY 
Claver Convent 

 

Saturday 11 September 2021 
Noon to 4 pm 

 
A fund raising event to help to purchase 28 bicycles 

for the Catechists in Karonga, Malawi 
 

An early notice that we need your help: 
We would love your donations of items for the  

bottle stall, toiletries, cakes, jams and marmalades, 
plants, books, DVDs and jewellery etc.   

If you have any unwanted gifts or luxury items these 
would also be welcome. 

 
And don’t forget to come and bring your friends! 
Rice and curry, tea and coffee will be available. 

 
 

Fr Steve is taking a short break this coming week.  He 
will be back on Sunday 13 June 

A JOURNEY IN FAITH 
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

We are planning to restart our RCIA programme on  
4 September.  If you are interested in Catholicism or are 
considering becoming a Catholic, please contact us for 

more information at: 
beckenhamrcia@rcaos.org.uk  
or phone Mary on 0208 6509650.  

We look forward to hearing from you.  

    Cathy and Mary 

MASS INTENTIONS 
With the additional masses that are now being celebrated 
in our church we have quite a few that do not have an 
intention. 
 
If you wish to have a Mass said please would you email 
the office.  It would help if you didn’t specify a date for the 
Mass unless it is for an anniversary, and that you allow 
the office to select a date. 
 
It would also help if stipends were given via ChurchSuite 
or bank transfer when a ref of MO/name would help us 
identify the payment 

SUMMERTIME 2020 
ALTAR SERVERS RALLY 

3 - 6 August 
This annual activity is for boy and girl altar 
servers aged 10- 15 in Southwark Diocese. 
The venue is the Oratory School, Reading. 
Activities include talks, discussions, prayer, 

daily Mass, as well as sport, Thorpe Park  and swimming. 
 
A coach is provided from St. Anselm’s Dartford. The cost 
is £165 and covers all board and lodging, Thorpe Park 
and swimming. 
Summertime opens with Mass celebrated by Archbishop 
John Wilson 
There are forms available in the sacristy or contact:   
Fr. Stephen Boyle, Chaplain to the Guild of St. Stephen. 
Tel: 01322 220075  email:dartford@rcaos.org.uk 

SVP APPEAL  
Do you have an adult bike which could be rehomed to 
help a 13 year old (5’8”, 1m 73) get to school without 

relying on an infrequent bus service?  
Please contact either the Parish Office or Brigid on 

07535 059999.  Thank you.  

Gift Aid envelopes are ready 
for collection from the back of 
the church.  Unfortunately we 
have not yet received our 
‘specials’ packs for those who 

give by standing order or through ChurchSuite, but we 
will let you know as soon as we receive them. 
 
Please be mindful of social distancing as you look for 
your envelopes and avoid touching the boxes if you 
can. 
If you are unable to collet your envelopes please let the 
office know and we will post them to you. 
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St Mary’s Primary School PTA is running a history trail around Beckenham to raise funds for the school.  

It’s a self-guided trail through the winding backstreets and hidden corners of Beckenham.   

Solve the clues along the route to unlock some of the history and secrets of Beckenham. 

It costs £3 to enter.  Just pay via the PayPal link below and we will email you a copy to download. 

There is even a free prize draw you can enter if you solve the word puzzle. 

The trail takes about 2 - 2.5 hrs to complete and you will learn so much. 

 https://paypal.me/pools/c/8zI3ecv0V8 

All money raised supports much needed funds for St Mary's PTA - this year we are raising funds for a 
new play area for the Reception classes. 
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IN THE CHURCH 
 

Sunday 6 June  Corpus Christi 

  6.00 pm VIGIL Church Joyce Dowling RIP 

    (1 child making FHC) 

  8.00 am Church for the people 

  9.30 am Church Patrick Chambers RIP 

    (5 children making FHC) 

  Hall  Miriam Agiru (b’day)  

  5.30 pm Church Genna & Mike Eilers RIP 

 

Monday 7 June  Feria 

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church Mr & Mrs Rene Panglose RIP 

  6.00 pm Church Stella Walton RIP 
     

Tuesday 8 June  Feria 

10.00 am Church Benefactors & promoters of the  
    Claver Sisters 

  6.00 pm Church Merlyn Duggan RIP 
 

Wednesday 9 June  Feria (St Columba) 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church Shona Crooks 

  6.00 pm  Church Private intention 

 

Thursday 10 June  Feria 
10.00 am Church Brian Bartholemew RIP 
  6.00 pm   Church  Private intention 
  8.00 pm Claver  Adoration 
 

Friday 11 June  The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
  9.30 am Church Rosary    
10.00 am Church Joan Holland RIP 
  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church Frank McMahon (1st anniv) 

  

Saturday 12 June  The Immaculate Heart of the  
    Blessed Virgin Mary 
10.00 am Church Private Intention 
    (10 children making FHC) 
       Confessions after 10.00 am Mass and 5.00 pm to 5.50 pm 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Church Mary Weeks RIP 
    (3 children making FHC) 

 

Sunday 13 June  Eleventh Sunday 

  8.00 am Church Private Intention 

  9.30 am Church Private Intention 

    (3 children making FHC) 

  Hall  Margaret Wymer RIP (2nd anniv)  

    (Family Mass) 

  5.30 pm Church Patrick & Bessie Boudville RIP 
 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Raymond McGee, Michael Bradshaw, Barbara Lobo, Brian Bartholemew. 
, 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Barbara Kinch, Mary Brady, Colette Dungey, Francis Weal, Anne Shaw, 
Dee Beechinor-Collins, Cathy De Lacey, Jeremy Smith, Anne McCabe, Peter Gorman, Frank McMahon, Mireille Tilbrook. 

 

We pray for the sick:  Okwui Agbim, Angela, Evelina Armani, Daniel Asapokhai, Marie Azeez, Sandy Baron, Siobhan Basquill,     
Boudicca, Rob Burns, Niamh Byrne, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, Niamh Dawson,  
Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Helga de Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Sarah Dunmore, Cecil Dutton, 
Daniel Ebrahimi, Suzanne Eilbeck, Jessica Feron, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, 
Gaetan Goa, Patsy Grey, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, 
Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Anita Hennigan, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Honora Johnson, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Keith Kench, 
Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Laine, Rosy Lobo, Lizzy Loftus, Barbara Love, Annique Lynch, Rose McDonnell, Mary 
McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Baby Hendrix Morgan, Barbara Moyce, Robert Moyle, Eva Perjesi, John 
Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, John Parker, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, Veronica 
Somare, Vidya Sookram, John Stokoe, Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Vanessa, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & 
Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield, Terry Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

ONLINE GIVING 
Over the last year it has been a lifeline to our church that 
an ever increasing number of parishioners donate through 
a standing order or electronically.  If you donate online, it 
assists us greatly with the financial administration.  Our 
bank details are: 

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

 
Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite via the 

DONATE option. 

 

READINGS FOR 11TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Year B, Cycle 1, Psalter Wk 3 

Ezekiel 17:22-24 
Psalms 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10 
Mark 4:26-34 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday.  

Your online offerings last week came to £2785.68 
Many thanks to you all. 

There will normally be Adoration of the Blessed  

Sacrament after weekday morning Mass until noon or 
when the last person has left the church. 

There is Adoration & Benediction every Friday at  

5.00 pm and also on the final Sunday of each month at  

4.00 pm. 

Some intentions have had to be moved.  This is unavoid-
able and we apologise that we are unable to contact 

some of those who requested the Masses that have had 
their date and times changed. 
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