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LISTENING TO OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 

As I sit down to write a few lines for our weekly newsletter two 
things have caught my attention.  I have just heard that the      

government has announced a large infusion of cash to help    
children and teenagers catch up with learning after the disruption 

caused by Covid 19.  I have also been re-reading Pope Frances’ 
Apostolic Exhortation, Christus Vivit.  Encouraged by both of 

these inspirations I would like to share some reflections gleaned 
from working with young people over many years.  

Pope Francis addressed young people with these words: 

The church needs to listen to your voice, your  

sensitivities, your faith, even your doubts and your  

criticism. Make your voice heard, let it resonate in  

communities.’ (13 June 2017) 

 

As a Salesian Sister I have had the wonderful opportunity to 
work with many young people in various parts of the country.  It 

has been a great privilege and a chance to learn from them.  I do 
feel, on reflection, that they are sometimes misunderstood in 

church situations, for possibly two reasons.  Quite a large pro-
portion do not attend church very often; they also have many 

questions about church teaching which they either do not voice, 
or find the right place to air their views safely.  The former may 
be due to the fact that, given how fast paced, interactive and  

socially linked they are, church may appear a bit of a mystery 
which they do not understand or feel attracted to.  Obviously this 

does not apply to all, but certainly, if we are honest, to an ever 
increasing number.  

In relation to the second aspect, it is wonderful when they care 

enough and are inquisitive enough to ask questions.  It is always 
a sign of hope. However, when you are on the receiving end of 

some of their queries it can be quite daunting to answer          
adequately.  I have been faced with the following serious       
concerns:  

How can I improve my relationship with God without    

praying as much?  

What does it mean to actually listen to God?  

How do I know God loves me really?  

Did Jesus say we have to go to Mass every week? Why? 

 

When I asked a group of teenagers:  What’s good about young 
people? I got a long list of things and include a few examples 

here which I feel show how they think about themselves in    
relation to family, society, and the church:  

We stand up for our beliefs.  

We are less judgemental than adults.  

We support diversity and equality, respectfully.  

We are ready to help when we see it is needed.  

We pray to God and realise that not everyone sees God the 

same way as we might do.  

We want to learn about God from people who know him, 

not just be told about him.  

 

They are aware that they are not the finished article.  And, given 
the chance, they had a multitude of things they saw they needed 

help with.  Here is a flavour of their responses:  

We want guidance and support to avoid making mistakes. 

We want to learn how to appreciate people around us. 

We need help to know God is there. 

We need help to talk about difficulties, not be told what they 

are.  

We want to know love is real and how to express our  

feelings.  

We need reassurance about the future of the world.  

We want to know how to engage with adults. 

 

These young people are obviously a hugely diverse group, but 
the things they are grateful for show an appreciation of society, 

of family, and the opportunities they have today. Some of their 
remarks: 

We are grateful for opportunities to learn, not just subjects, 

but in all areas such as church, sport, art, drama, music.  

We appreciate that we do not know everything.  

We are very aware of the environment and the dangers we 

humans are creating by the way we treat the earth.  

We think we are generous.  

We are thankful to our parents, teachers and friends, even 

though we forget to say it most of the time!  

We welcome people from other countries.  

We know violence is not always the answer.  

We don’t judge others, rather we accept people for who they 

are.’ 

 

I return to Pope Francis, who makes no apology for trusting the 

young people of our world. He says to them:  
 

‘The church needs your momentum, your intuition, your 
faith.’ 

He sees the need for the church to reach out to them where they 
are, because ‘Christ is alive, he wants you to be alive.’ 

We are blessed in our parish to have so many wonderful young 
people in our midst. Maybe the question we need to ask our-

selves is,  

‘Are we really harnessing their gifts to help move us forward, 

so that Christ may be better known and loved in our area?’ 

 
Sr Patricia Devine FMA 
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CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 

As restrictions ease, plans to prepare 
our young people to receive the      
Sacrament of Confirmation are being 
made.  Please accept our apologies for 
the delay in finalising the arrangements 
and the lack of information. 

 

A number of our young people started their prep-
aration back in early 2020.  Those of you who reg-
istered in 2020 will be receiving an email and will 
be asked to confirm your registration details.  The 
number of candidates is still a determining factor in 
any forward planning, so this is necessary for us to 
know the exact number from the 2020 group still 
wishing to be confirmed. 

 
It is anticipated that approximately six preparation 
sessions will be organized, either online or in 
groups, depending on the guidelines then in place, 
to start in September 2021.  The Candidates will 
then be Confirmed before the start of Advent. 

 

For the Candidates of this year, 2021, a course of 
Preparation to Receive the Sacrament of Confirm-
ation will begin in early 2022.  Full details of this 
course will be announced in the Parish Newsletter 
nearer the time.  

A JOURNEY IN FAITH 
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

We are planning to restart our RCIA programme on  
4 September.  If you are interested in Catholicism or are 
considering becoming a Catholic, please contact us for 

more information at: 
beckenhamrcia@rcaos.org.uk  
or phone Mary on 0208 6509650.  

We look forward to hearing from you.  

     Cathy and Mary 

MASS INTENTIONS 
With the additional masses that are now being celebrat-
ed in our church we have quite a few that do not have an 
intention. 
 
If you wish to have a Mass said please would you email 
the office.  It would help if you didn’t specify a date for 
the Mass unless it is for an anniversary, and that you 
allow the office to select a date. 
 
It would also help if stipends were given via ChurchSuite 
or bank transfer when a ref of MO/name would help us 
identify the payment 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
SUNDAY 8.00 AM MASS 

As we are fortunate in restarting the 8.00 am Mass on 
Sunday mornings, I am trying to organise an interim rota 
for Extraordinary Ministers ready for July.  If you are still 
willing to participate, then please email or message me, 
with your phone number and name, so that I can add 
your name to the list: 

rickmary.clark@googlemail.com 
07880944561 
Many thanks, 

     Mary Clark 

NEW PRAYER MEETING AT ST EDMUND’S 

The “Light of Christ” prayer meeting has found a new  ven-
ue at St Edmund’s.  We hope to meet each Wednesday 
commencing 14th July in the main hall and are so grateful 
for the wonderful welcome from Fr. Stephen, who knows 
us well, and the parish team. 

For many years we have met in the parish of Our Lady and 
St Philip Neri, Sydenham, which is why many will know us 
as the “Sydenham” prayer group.  However, due to chang-
ing circumstances in the parish it’s time for us to move on.  
We see this as a new beginning and are so pleased to be 
coming to Beckenham especially as we have links with the 
parish.  In 2019 we helped with the successful Life in the 
Spirit Seminars held here, which were so blessed.  Pope 
Francis has called for Life in the Spirit Seminars in all   
parishes.  Could there be another course of these life 
changing seminars in the parish? 

Although there are many regulars coming to the prayer 
meeting each week, all are welcome.  We begin with 
praise and worship at 7.45pm followed by a lively celebra-
tion of Mass at 8.00pm.  Throughout the month there is a 
changing programme after Mass, which includes Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament with individual prayer offered by 
our ministry team, informal prayer and praise, sharing and 
ministry in small groups, Adoration with quiet praise and 
opportunities for prayer and scripture reading, Lectio 
Divina and fellowship nights.  There are also teaching 
nights from time to time. 

We find this an enriching and faith building experience. 
There will be leaflets with more details about us and what 
we do in the church porch and each week there will be a 
notice of what’s on offer the following week. Why not come 
along and meet us. 

Fr. Stephen will be celebrating our first Mass on the 14th 
July.  Please put it in your diary and come along to        
welcome us into this vibrant and busy parish. For further 
information ring me on 07982 999 319 or email 
tomcaluori@blueyonder.co.uk 

       Tom Caluori 

ORDINATION MASS 
Sandy Misquitta will be ordained as a Permanent Deacon 
on Saturday 19 June at noon. 
As there is still a limit on the numbers we can safely have 
in the church we have made this a ticket only Mass, book-
able through ChurchSuite: 
https://stedmunds.churchsuite.co.uk/events/s7e2shzw 
 
If you are unable to do this, please contact the parish   
office by 17 June and we will arrange a ticket for you. 

Cheryll Bresin (formerly Puckell) who for many years 
was a parlishioner at St Edmunds and a teacher at  

Bonus Pastor has called to let us know that her  
husband Jerry Bresin died very peacefully on  

Wednesday. 
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SUMMERTIME 2020 
ALTAR SERVERS RALLY 

3 - 6 August 
This annual activity is for boy and girl 
altar servers aged 10 - 15 in Southwark 
Diocese.  The venue is the Oratory 
School, Reading. 
Activities include talks, discussions, 
prayer, daily Mass, as well as sport, 
Thorpe Park  and swimming. 
 
A coach is provided from St. Anselm’s Dartford. 
The cost is £165 and covers all board and lodging, 
Thorpe Park and swimming. 
Summertime opens with Mass celebrated by  
Archbishop John Wilson 
There are forms available in the sacristy or        
contact:   
Fr. Stephen Boyle, Chaplain to the Guild of St.    
Stephen. Tel: 01322 220075  
email:dartford@rcaos.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
Gift Aid envelopes are ready for collection from the 
back of the church.  Unfortunately we have not yet 
received our ‘specials’ packs for those who give by 
standing order or through ChurchSuite, but we will let 
you know as soon as they arrive. 
 
Please be mindful of social distancing as you look for 
your envelopes and avoid touching the boxes if you 
can. 
If you are unable to collet your envelopes please let 
the office know and we will post them to you. 
 

ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP 
Thursday 17 June - 10.30 am  

As restrictions have been lifted for organised 
walking groups, I plan to lead a circular walk from 
Hayes Station next Thursday.  This is the Three 
Commons Walk starting and finishing at Hayes 
Station.  The walk is approximately 5 miles and is 
fairly flat.  We meet at 10.30 am. Lunch/
refreshment stop on Keston Common.  
     Mavis Alagar  

Thanks to your support, CAFOD has been helping 
communities around the world cope with the pan-
demic. Just in Zambia, in the past year, our reports 
show we’ve been able to reach 1,234,200 people 
with messages on COVID-19, provide 13,312 people 
with access to safe water, train 392 frontline health 
workers from Zambia’s 11 dioceses on how to pre-
pare and respond to COVID-19 in their local commu-
nities and donate over 1000 handwashing hygiene 
stations in communities to support handwashing 
measures. Thank you for standing alongside people 
in Zambia and for supporting people in more than 30 
other countries worldwide.  

There will be no Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on  
Tuesday 15 June as the church is having a full electrical  

inspection. 

FAREWELL FROM THE DUNFORD FAMILY 
After nearly 15 years in Beckenham, the Dunford 

family are moving further out into Kent.   
Thank you to everyone in the parish for your prayers 

and friendship - being part of the  
St. Edmund’s community will always be hugely  

important to us.  
 

Tim, Julie, Orlagh & Beth  

We have been unable to collect Missio 
boxes for a long time.  If yours needs 
emptying please hand it to a steward 
when you come to Mass.  Please do not 
take it into the sacristy.  Don’t worry 
about boxes that are not full.  They will be collected  
later.   

The parish branch of the St Vincent de Paul Society 
(SVP) has been active throughout the last eighteen 
months.  Home visiting has not been permitted since 
the lockdown, but they have maintained regular phone 
contact with those they assist. 
They have also been helping with shopping, funding for 
the local needy, and providing meals. 
If you are facing hardship, and feel the SVP may help, 
please call 07789 497 482 or email:  

beckenhamsvp@gmail.com 
They have missed the regular second collections and 
their funds are running low.  If you are able to give any-
thing so that they can continue their work they would be 
most grateful.  Your donations can be made either in a 
marked envelope in the collection basket at the back of 
the church, or online to:   
SVP (St Edmund of Canterbury - Beckenham),   
60-60-04, A/C 46076190  

SVP APPEAL  
We recently advertised for a bike to help a teenager 
get to school on time without having to rely on an 
unreliable bus service.  St Edmund’s parishioners 
never let us down.  We quickly received a donation 
of a bike for this young man, which, along with a 
new helmet and a sturdy lock has now been handed 
to him.  He is very grateful and sends his thanks. LONDON CATHOLIC WORKER COLLECTIONS 

We hope to resume our physical collection of items for 
the community in north London at the end of this 
month. Details of what is needed, and how to make 
financial donations now, are at:  
https://www.londoncatholicworker.org 

 ST EDMUND’S  
MOTHER AND TODDLERS’ GROUP 

Monique and her team want you to know that they are 
hoping to re-open this group on  

Monday 6 September 

https://www.londoncatholicworker.org/


 

IN THE CHURCH 
 

Sunday 13 June  Eleventh Sunday 

  6.00 pm VIGIL Church Mary Weeks RIP 
    (2 children making FHC) 

  8.00 am Church Private Intention 

  9.30 am Church The welfare of the Crozier and  

    Smith families 

    (4 children making FHC) 

  Hall  Margaret Wymer RIP (2nd anniv)  

    (Family Mass) 

  5.30 pm Church Patrick & Bessie Boudville RIP 

 

Monday 14 June  Feria 

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church Audrey Brown RIP 

  6.00 pm Church John Colling RIP (1st anniv) 
     

Tuesday 15 June  Feria 

10.00 am Church Peter Kelleher RIP 

The church will be closed after Mass 

  6.00 pm Church Monica Grima RIP 
 

Wednesday 16 June Feria (St Richard of Chichester) 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church Michael Mukoro 

  6.00 pm  Church Dec’d benefactors & promoters of  
    the Claver Sisters 

 

Thursday 17 June  Feria 
10.00 am Church Brian Bartholemew RIP 
  6.00 pm   Church  In thanksgiving - Miriam, Andrew & 
    Mark 
  8.00 pm Claver  Adoration 
 

Friday 18 June  Feria 
  9.30 am Church Rosary    
10.00 am Church Dr Daniel White RIP 
  5.00 pm Church Adoration & Benediction (OPEN) 
  6.00 pm Church Sr Brima Livieri RIP 

  

Saturday 19 June  Feria 
10.00 am Church Eugene Snell RIP 
    (5 children making FHC) 
       Confessions after 10.00 am Mass and 5.00 pm to 5.50 pm 
12.00 pm Church Ordination to the Permanent 
    Diaconate of Sandy Misquitta  
    (pre-booked seats) 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Church William Desmond Webster RIP 
    (1 child making FHC) 

 

Sunday 20 June  Twelfth Sunday 

      Day of Prayer for Human Life 

  8.00 am Church Joseph Sayegh RIP 

  9.30 am Church Miss Mary Winifred Buck RIP 

    (4 children making FHC) 

  Hall  For the people  (Family Mass) 

  5.30 pm Church Stan Ziolek RIP (anniv) 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Raymond McGee, Michael Bradshaw, Barbara Lobo, Brian Bartholemew. 
, 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Francis O’Grady, Margaret Wymer, Audrey Brown, John Colling, Celia 
Jovic, Edna Cleary, Paddy Hayes, Rosalind Bennett, Valerie Parr, Cardinal Basil Hume, Cardinal Thomas Winning, Eddie Dowling, 
Rose Medley, Robert Fry, Ruby Cunningham, Michael McCarthy, Giovanni Pensa, Frank Mansfield, Bebe Lily Chui. 

 

We pray for the sick:  Okwui Agbim, Angela, Evelina Armani, Daniel Asapokhai, Marie Azeez, Sandy Baron, Siobhan Basquill,     
Boudicca, Rob Burns, Niamh Byrne, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, Niamh Dawson,  
Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Helga de Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Sarah Dunmore, Cecil Dutton, 
Daniel Ebrahimi, Suzanne Eilbeck, Jessica Feron, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, 
Gaetan Goa, Patsy Grey, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, 
Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Anita Hennigan, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Honora Johnson, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Keith Kench, 
Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Laine, Rosy Lobo, Lizzy Loftus, Barbara Love, Annique Lynch, Rose McDonnell, Mary 
McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Baby Hendrix Morgan, Barbara Moyce, Robert Moyle, Eva Perjesi, John 
Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, John Parker, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, Veronica 
Somare, Vidya Sookram, John Stokoe, Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Vanessa, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & 
Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield, Terry Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

ONLINE GIVING 
Over the last year it has been a lifeline to our church that 
an ever increasing number of parishioners donate through 
a standing order or electronically.  If you donate online, it 
assists us greatly with the financial administration.  Our 
bank details are: 

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

 
Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite via the 

DONATE option. 

 

READINGS FOR 12TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Year B, Cycle 1, Psalter Wk 4 

Job 38:1, 8-11 
Psalms 107 

2 Corinthians 5:14-17 
Mark 4:35-41 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday.  

Your online offerings last week came to £4797.81 
Many thanks to you all. 

There will normally be Adoration of the Blessed  

Sacrament after weekday morning Mass until noon or 
when the last person has left the church. 

There is Adoration & Benediction every Friday at  

5.00 pm and also on the final Sunday of each month at  

4.00 pm. 

 

Both Adoration and Benediction are now open to  

parishioners. 

Please email the office or send a note if you wish to  

organise a mass intention. 
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