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WHERE FOLLOWING JESUS COSTS THE MOST 

►What if our church had to meet in secret? 
►What if following Jesus meant facing violence or even    
death? 
►What if owning a Bible was illegal? 
►What if family members turned against you because of 
your faith? 
►What if you were put in prison for your faith? 
►What if spies were watching your every move? 
 

This week’s Gospel Reading makes demands on us to be 
disciples of Jesus; but, for us in Beckenham, however, 
everything is on demand, our Church, our Services 
(although truncated because of Covid 19, nevertheless, we 
always have Live Streaming).  But, as Christians, we are 
free to come and go as we please and I suspect those six 
questions above have never entered our thinking and why 
should they?  No one bothers me if I don’t want to follow 
Jesus, and no one is interested if I do follow Jesus and 
why should they?  In over 70 countries in the world these 
six questions are a matter of life and death and Christians 
put their life on the line every minute of every day just to 
keep their faith in Jesus Christ.  
We cannot change the world, but we can support our 
Christian brothers and sisters, and this weekend’s Gospel 
makes that demand of us.  I feel compelled to support  
every Christian literally fighting for their right to know Jesus 
Christ.  It is the duty of every Christian to remember other 
persecuted Christians because it gives them hope and 
help when they face attacks, opposition or exile and sadly, 
loss of life.  
You can never see his/her face. 
You can never know his/her name. 
But he/she can know you care. 
 

Paul writing to the Corinthians uses the word Parakelin 

(which is a Greek word, meaning “called alongside of”.  It 

embraces the posture and position of alongside rather than 

over and above).  Paul had himself come through a time of 

terrible suffering and the wonderful message that he gives 

to the Corinthian believers is that God the Father is “the 

God of all comfort who comforts us all in our troubles, so 

that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort 

we ourselves receive from God” (2 Cor1:3-4).  Paul also 

calls him the “Father of compassion” so, we know that ten-

der consolation was in Paul’s mind.  But God does more 

than sympathise. He is the God who strengthens us and 

inspires us to endure, he is the God who encourages us to 

face our troubles boldly and bravely.  Let us, as the parish 

of St Edmund’s be always there for the persecuted    

Christians as their Parakletos (one who consoles). 

 

 

 

 
 

Day 1: Pray for those in countries where Christians must 
remain hidden.  Guide them so that they find others to  
worship with. 
 

Day 2: Pray for those who are denied the right to build 
churches.  May the laws be reformed and justice prevail. 
 

Day 3: Pray for those whose churches have been          
destroyed and who have been driven from their homes. 
Lord, please help them to rebuild their church, wherever 
they find themselves. 
 

Day 4: Pray for those who are scared to attend church   
because of surveillance.  May they find new places to   
worship and Christians with whom to share. 
 

Day 5: Pray for those who must travel far to find a safe 
space to worship.  Keep them safe from detection. 
 

Day 6: Pray for church leaders who have to find new ways 
to meet with their flock.  May they be courageous and  
clever in their approach. 
 

Day 7: Give thanks for the faithfulness of our persecuted 
brothers and sisters.  Thank you, Lord, that the church 
cannot be constrained within a building, but that every-
where, Christians are finding new ways to be part of the 
kingdom of God. 
 

 

 

     Deacon Duncan 

SEVEN PRAYERS 
This week, pray for Christians who are denied the 
right to worship freely. 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
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STEP BY STEP 
We have received guidance from the Bishops’ Conference 
on what we can now do in our church.  There are still   
restrictions in place and, following talks with Archbishop 
John and our diocesan bishops, the priests of the diocese 
have been given the freedom to implement changes as 
and when they feel ready for them. 
 
The first changes that we have introduced are - 
There is only one steward at the quieter weekday Masses.   
You are asked to use the NHS QR code or to sign your-
self in.  You must still sanitize your hands and you are still 
required to wear a mask. 

 

You will now return to your seats after communion and 
before the dismissal. 
 

The church will be opened in time for parishioners to be 
present for the rosary on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
and will remain open for Exposition until noon, or until 
there is no one present in the church. 

 

We have put back some of the candle stands where it is 
safe to do so. 
 

Eucharistic Ministers are now allowed to make one home 
visit a day. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

There will once again be Adoration of the Blessed       
Sacrament in the Claver Convent, beginning this coming 
Thursday June 3.  On Thursday, before a first Friday there 
will also be Benediction.  All are most welcome to join the 
Sisters for this.  Their address is on the front page, and 
the door to the chapel is on the left side of the house. 

 
Any further changes will be detailed in the newsletter. 

Apologies to those who came to 9.30 Mass last Sunday 
and found the doors closed.  The safety limit in the 
Church was reached and soon after, in the Hall also. 
Whilst we were disappointed that we were unable to  
accommodate everyone, it is good to realise that more 
people each week feel able to return to Sunday worship,   
Thank you to those parishioners who were re-housed in 
the Hall where we were enjoying a lovely Family Mass 
led by Fr Steve. 
 
As the number of parishioners returning to Sunday Mass 
is clearly increasing, as from this Sunday May 30 we are, 
once again celebrating an 8.00 am morning Mass. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A reminder that our first holy communions begin this 
weekend at 10.00 am Mass on Saturday, and some 
Masses will have extra families at them.  These Masses 
are highlighted on the back of the newsletter.  Each child 
is allowed to bring 5 family members to sit with them in 
their reserved pew, but may also have others attending.  
You may wish to consider coming to a Mass that will 
have fewer people at it. 

300 Club 

Congratulations to all our May winners.  If you would 
like to join the 300 Club and have a chance of winning 
a prize, please send an email to the Parish Office. 
 

No 8 - £100, Mrs M Humble 
No 36 - £75, Mr Brian Russell 

No 28 - £50, Mrs Margharita Leonard 
No 15 - £25, Mr Michael Stannard 

 
Quite a few people have not renewed their member-
ship, despite several reminders,  The organiser of the 
300 Club will write to you once more before removing 
your name from the membership list. 

MONDAY 31 MAY 
After 10.00 am Mass you are invited by the  

Salesian Sisters for a short rosary and a longer 
catch-up in their garden if the rain holds off. 

They would be delighted if you could join them. 

BAPTISMS DURING MAY 
Congratulations to these children who were baptised 

during May. 
Please keep them, and their families in your prayers. 

Hayley Rebecca Paige Anderson 
Marvin Orlando Richards 

Michael Oghenekoberuo Esoife Arobaga 
Isabella Ford Francis 

Amelie Anne Caroline Tighe 
Zadie Isabel Southam 

DIARY DATE 
 

GARDEN PARTY 
Claver Convent 

 
12 September 2021 

Noon to 4 pm 
 

A fund raising event to help to purchase 28 bicycles 
for the Catechists in Karonga, Malawi 

 
An early notice that we need your help: 

We would love your donations of items for the  
bottle stall, toiletries, cakes, jams and marmalades, 

plants, books, DVDs and jewellery etc.   
If you have any unwanted gifts or luxury items these 

would also be welcome. 
 

And don’t forget to come and bring your friends! 
Rice and curry, tea and coffee will be available. 
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HELPING CATHOLICS TO RETURN 

Do you have a friend or relative who has been away from 

the church and would like support or encouragement to 

return? 

We invite them to contact a team that offers a non-

judgemental forum to help them reconnect with their 

Catholic faith.  Please email us  at: 

landingsbeckenham@gmail.com 
 

 

Living Well is in desperate need of the  
following. 

 
Tinned vegetables, 

Tinned pulses 
Tinned rice pudding 

Custard 
Toilet paper 

Shampoo/shower gel/toothpaste/deodorant 
 

Drop off times are Tuesday 11.00 am - 1.00 pm and 
Thursday 12.30 pm - 2.00 pm. 

 

There are collection points at Sainsburys in Penge and 
on Beckenham Road and at Waitrose at  

Bromley South. 

 

Address : 66 Lennard Road Penge, SE20 7LX 
Tel : 020 8778 7258 

Email : hello@livingwell.life 

Web : www.livingwell.life 

 
 
 
 

RECLAIM OUR COMMON HOME 
This campaign by Cafod is to ask our government to 
influence other world leaders at the G7 talks in June 

and the UN’COP26’ climate talks in November, to take 
action on climate change. 

Please go to cafod.org.uk/reclaim to learn about the 
campaign.  There is a video, an online petition and 

guidance on how to write to your MP. 

CONTACTLESS PAYMENTS 
 

You will have noticed as you 
come into church the contact-
less payment point.  Thank 
you to those of you who have 
already started to use it – in 
the first month alone over 
£420 was donated this way.  
It is pretty straight forward so 
do please give it a go.    
Simply select the amount you 
would like to donate and, 
when instructed by the image 
on the screen, tap your card 
on the top.  Job done. 
 
The screen shows three   
suggested amounts (£3, £5 

and £10) but you can also choose the amount you wish by 
selecting the button other amount.  Please don’t hesitate 
to ask one of the stewards if you need assistance. 

         2ND BECKENHAM EAST 
                    RAINBOWS 
 
 
Vanda Rolt, who has led the  

Rainbows who meet in the Hall each week, has decided 
to stand down after leading the group for an astonishing 
24 years. 
 
If parents want their young girls to join the section of the 
guiding movement that caters for the youngest girls then 
someone will have to come forward and volunteer to be 
the leader. 
 
If anyone would like to find out what being a leader entails 
please contact the District Commissioner at: 

martine.sloper@etinternet.com 

 
 
 
 

As coronavirus brings devastation across  
India, CAFOD is working with experienced local 

Church agency, Caritas India, to provide vital support 
to poor and marginalised communities.  Donations 
to CAFOD’s Coronavirus Appeal will help Caritas 

India distribute PPE kits to frontline health  
workers, promote COVID & vaccine aware-

ness campaigns, and set up safely run isolation & 
quarantine centres.  You can donate online 

here: cafod.org.uk/give.  Please keep praying for the 
people of India and all those affected by the pandemic.  

Some of you will know that 
one of Fr Steve’s brothers is 

an actor (last seen in The 
Crown).  Nick Wymer is next 
appearing in The Importance 

of Being Earnest which is  
being performed at  

Beckenham Place Park 
from June 21 – 26.   
Tickets available at 

www.playinthepark.co.uk THOMAS BECKET: MURDER AND 
THE MAKING OF A SAINT 

An exhibition at the British Museum marking the 850th 
anniversary of the death of St Thomas Becket. 

 

The Exhibition Thomas Becket: Murder and the  

Making of a Saint runs until 23 August 2021. 

Admission charges. Concessionary rates 

For further information see:  

www.britishmuseum.org/becket 

As next Sunday is the feast of Corpus Christi, there will be 
a special service of Adoration & Benediction at 4.00 pm.  

The church will be opened shortly before so that 
parishioners may attend. 

The Church Shop will be open after 10.00 am Mass this 
Saturday.  
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IN THE CHURCH 
 

Sunday 30 May  The Most Holy Trinity 

 6.00 pm VIGILChurch  Kathleen Carieri RIP 

    (6 children making FHC) 

  8.00 am Church For the people 

  9.30 am Church John Alfred Keappock RIP 

    (4 children making FHC) 

  Hall  For all families (Family Mass) 

  5.30 pm Church James & Anne Logan RIP 

 

Monday 31 May  The Visitation of the Blessed  

    Virgin Mary 

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church James Gallagher RIP 

  6.00 pm Church John Alfred Keappock RIP 

    (1 child making FHC) 
 

Tuesday 1 June  St Justin, Martyr 

10.00 am Church Dec’d members of the Salesian  
    Sisters 

  4.30 pm Church Reception of body of Patrick  

    Boudville 

  6.00 pm Church David McFetridge RIP 
 

Wednesday 2 June  Feria 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church Peter Oke RIP 

12.00 pn Church  Requiem of Patrick Boudville  
    (CLOSED) 

  6.00 pm  Church Florence Logan RIP 

 

Thursday 3 June  St Charles Lwanga and  
    Companions, Martyrs 
10.00 am Church Lucy Augustine RIP (anniv) 
  6.00 pm   Church  Private intention 
  8.00 pm Claver  Adoration & Benediction 
 

Friday 4 June  Feria 
  9.30 am Church Rosary    
10.00 am Church Sylvia Curtis RIP 
    (1 child making FHC) 
  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church Richard & Mabel Graves RIP 

  

Saturday 5 June  St Boniface, (Bishop & Martyr) 
10.00 am Church Rina Sagon b’day intentions 
    (9 children making FHC) 
       Confessions after 10.00 am Mass and 5.00 pm to 5.50 pm 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Church Joyce Dowling RIP 
    (1 child making FHC) 

 

Sunday 6 June  Corpus Christi 

  8.00 am Church Private Intention 

  9.30 am Church Patrick Chambers RIP 

    (4 children making FHC) 

  Hall  For the people  (Family Mass) 

  4.00 pm Church Adoration & Benediction 

  5.30 pm Church Genna & Mike Eilers RIP 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Raymond McGee, Michael Bradshaw, Barbara Lobo, Patrick Boudville. 
,  
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Susan Clough, John Alfred Keappock, John McWilliams, Faraj Al-Jahani, 
Joe Kilcullen, Kathleen McCormack, Margaret Ryan, Ellen Hogan, Neil Sutherland 

 

We pray for the sick:  Okwui Agbim, Angela, Evelina Armani, Daniel Asapokhai, Marie Azeez, Sandy Baron, Boudicca, Rob Burns, 
Niamh Byrne, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget 
D’Souza, Helga de Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Sarah Dunmore, Cecil Dutton, Daniel Ebrahimi, Suzanne 
Eilbeck, Jessica Feron, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Patsy Grey, Tony 
Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, 
Anita Hennigan, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Honora Johnson, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Keith Kench, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew     
Kuzan, Pierre Laine, Rosy Lobo, Barbara Love, Annique Lynch, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell,    
Salvodor Moreno, Baby Hendrix Morgan, Barbara Moyce, Robert Moyle, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-
O’Driscoll, John Parker, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, Veronica Somare, Vidya Sookram, John Stokoe,  
Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Vanessa, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia 
Weal, Sue Wingfield, Terry Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

ONLINE GIVING 
Over the last year it has been a lifeline to our church that 
an ever increasing number of parishioners donate through 
a standing order or electronically.  If you donate online, it 
assists us greatly with the financial administration.  Our 
bank details are: 

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

 
Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite via the 

DONATE option. 

 

READINGS FOR CORPUS CHRISTI 

Year B, Cycle 1, Psalter Wk 4 

Exodus 24:3-8 
Psalms 116 

Hebrews 9:11-15 
Mark 14:12-16, 22-26 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday.  

Your online offerings last week came to £2785.68 
Many thanks to you all. 

There will normally be Adoration of the Blessed  

Sacrament after weekday morning Mass until noon. 

There is Adoration & Benediction every Friday at  

5.00 pm and also on the final Sunday of each month at  

4.00 pm. 

Some intentions have had to be moved.  This is unavoid-
able and we apologise that we are unable to contact 

some of those who requested the Masses that have had 
their date and times changed. 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/

