
 
 
 
In the midst of a crowd of children and adults, a 
young boy was being encouraged to ask a question 
of Pope Francis but he couldn’t bring himself to utter 
the words.  Despite much prompting he remained  
silent.  It was too much of an ordeal and eventually 
he covered his face with his hands.  It was then that 
Pope Francis gently urged the boy to come forward 
and when he did, he took him in his arms and gave 
him a gentle hug.  The Pope listened to the boy and a 
conversation ensued for a couple of minutes before 
he returned to his seat with the other children. 
 
With the child’s consent the Pope then revealed to 
the audience the question he’d been asked.  It was 
as follows: Is my non believing father in heaven?  It 
turns out that the father was a good man and had  
ensured his four children were baptised.  
 
Francis said the following, “A boy that inherited the 
strength of his father also had the courage to cry in 
front of all of us.  If the man was able to create      
children like this, it’s true he is a good man.” He went 
on to say that God decides who goes to heaven and 
that God has “the heart of a father.” 
 
Finally, he asked the children in the audience if they 
thought God would abandon a father like           
Emanuele’s, who was a good man? They shouted 
back, “No.” 
 
“There, Emanuele, that is your answer,” the Pope 
said.  “God surely was proud of your father, because 
it is easier as a believer to baptise your children than 
to baptise them when you are not a believer.  Surely 
this pleased God very much.” 
 
There are many images and stories of the pontiff   
engaging with children, talking with them, listening to 
them and demonstrating genuine affection for them  

 
 
 

as Jesus would have done.  He obviously cares a  
great deal and attaches great importance to their faith  
and spiritual welfare.  I often wonder whether we in 
this parish could do more for our children, be more 
adventurous and imaginative in drawing them into 
God’s love.  
 
A couple of years ago a small group of mothers and a 
grandmother came to see me about how the Mass 
could be made more relevant to their children.  Ideas 
and suggestions were floated but no conclusions 
reached.  However, I want to let that group know I 
haven’t forgotten them or their concerns.  So, if you 
read this, please get in touch. 
 
This Sunday there will be a Family Mass at 9.30 in 
the parish hall.  In fact, it will be more of a gentle   
introduction to see how we can make this idea work 
successfully.  For such a Mass to happen of course, 
the priests and the deacons will need help, especially 
the help of parents, grandparents, older siblings, 
teachers and anyone who has experience working 
with youngsters.  Last but certainly not least, we 
would love to hear from the children themselves.   
 
It is hoped that this Mass will be a regular event,   
perhaps every Sunday but at least once a month. 
The important thing is we give it a try.  I look forward 
to seeing you on Sunday.     

    
 Fr Steve 
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BAPTISM 
We are receiving many phone calls enquiring whether 
we are again holding baptisms.  We are, but in line with 
government guidelines the limit on those attending has 
been set at six.  A number of families have decided that 
they do not wish to wait until these regulations change 
and have had their children baptised during the last few 
weeks. 
 
We do not know when the restrictions will be relaxed but 
we are happy to book families into the church diary in 
anticipation of a change. 
 
There is no baptism preparation class at the moment. 

If you have a key to No 11 
please return it to the  

Parish Office.  We have 
had two returned so far.  

There are many more out 
there. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the first lockdown, we have been instructed not to 
have printed material in the body of the church or in the 
porch.   
 
We have been happy to continue to issue an online 
newsletter, sent to over a thousand parishioners, to keep 
you in touch with what is happening, in our parish, in the 
diocese or beyond.   
 
Everyone who is registered on ChurchSuite with an email 
address receives the newsletter weekly, but we are aware 
that not everyone is on our database and, of course, 
some of you do not have the internet.   
 
As restrictions are relaxing a little we are now printing  a 
few copies for those who cannot receive online.   
 
Please don’t take a copy if you receive it online.  The 
printed newsletter is for THOSE PEOPLE WHO    
CANNOT RECEIVE IT BY EMAIL.   
 
A much reduced print run saves the parish money and 
also saves the environment.  We don’t intend to return to 
the old print run. 
 
Thank you to those who have taken it upon yourselves to 
print copies for those who don’t have the internet.  There 
are more of you doing this than we know about, but you 
have helped keep our older parishioners in touch with 
their church.  We are so grateful to you. 
 
Please register on ChurchSuite.  If you are unable to, 
please let us have your name and address and phone 
number so we can register you.   

 
 
 
 

FUNDRAISER FOR PAX CHRISTI 
In the week from 15 to 21 May, Pax Christi, the      
Catholic Peace organisation, will be trying to raise 
funds to make up for lost income due to Covid19.  
Fausta is having a dance-a-thon, Bruce is delivering a 
peace message to foreign embassies in London, Matt 
is cycling 50 miles visiting peace sites, Pat is going on 
a walk from Victoria to the Peace Pagoda in Battersea 
Park, Rachel will be cycling for 75 miles, to celebrate 
Pax Christi’s 75th anniversary.  More fundraisers are 
joining the fun. Please go to our website 

www.paxchristi.org.uk/register-you-interest/  for 
details on how you can sponsor them.  

HUMAN FRATERNITY FOR WORLD PEACE  
AND LIVING TOGETHER 

A discussion of the document signed by Pope Francis 
and the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Ahmad Al-Tayyeb will 

be held online on Sunday May 9 at 7.00 pm. 
The speakers are Julie Siddiqi MBE (Together we 

Thrive), Archbishop Emeritus Kevin McDonald,  
Cardinal Michael Fitzgerald and   

Sheikh Dr Mohammad Ali Shomali. 
 

The event is hosted by South London Interfaith Group. 
The discussion will be followed by prayers, charity 
presentations and a virtual iftar (breaking the fast). 

Please book on Eventbrite: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/myevent?

eid=150891431333 
Questions may be submitted in advance to 

chair@southlondoninterfaith.org.uk 
The document can be found at: 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
travels/2019/outside/documents/papa-

francesco_20190204_documento-fratellanza-
umana.html 

 

 

 
 

Thinking about Separation or Divorce?  Is your        
marriage or that of a relative or friend heading for      
divorce?  Do you know how to save that marriage?  Or 
do you feel helpless?  Retrouvaille is designed to help 
troubled marriages regain their health.  It helps spouses 
uncover or re-awaken the love, trust and commitment 
that originally brought them together.  The programme 
is highly successful in saving hurting marriages, even 
bringing reconciliation to couples who have already 
separated or divorced.  There is no group therapy or 
group work 

For confidential information about Retrouvaille, or to 
register for the programme commencing with a ‘Virtual’ 

weekend on 1- 4 July, call or text 
+44788 7296983/+440797 3380443. 
Email retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com 

or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk 
 

Retrouvaille is also running virtual courses on  
Stress in Your Marriage and  
Rediscover Your Marriage. 

More information is on the website. 
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 IN THE CHURCH 
 

Sunday 9 May  Sixth Sunday of Easter 

  6.00 pm VIGI LChurch Ints of Mervyn & Mary Shipsey 

  9.30 am Church Joseph Paul Keappock RIP 

  Hall  Fr Paul Sanders RIP 

  5.30 pm Church For the people  
 

Monday 10 May  Feria 

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church In thanksgiving - Rae Fleming 

  6.00 pm Church Fr Martin Jakubas RIP 
 

Tuesday 11 May  Feria 

10.00 am Church Angela & Colin Dowling -  wedding  
    anniversary 

  6.00 pm Church For the dec’d family & friends of the 
    Jones & Andersen families. 
 

Wednesday 12 May  Feria 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church Michael, Margie & Christopher  
    Bradshaw RIP 

VIGIL MASS FOR THE ASCENSION 

  6.00 pm  Church Evelyn Tootill RIP 
 

Thursday 13 May  The Ascension of the Lord 
Holyday of Obligation 

10.00 am Church Bessie Boudville RIP 
  6.00 pm   Church  For the people  
 

Friday 14 May  Saint Matthias 
  9.30 am Church Rosary    
10.00 am Church Monica Grima RIP 
  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church Niall Hickey RIP 

  

Saturday 15 May  Feria 
10.00 am Church Richard Graves RIP 
       Confessions 10.40 to 11.00 am and 5.00 pm to 5.50 pm 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Church Michael Bradshaw RIP 
 

Sunday 16 May  Seventh Sunday of Easter 

  9.30 am Church Peggy & Peter Gwynne RIP 

  Hall  Fr Kevin Alban RIP 

  5.30 pm Church For the people  
 

 

Some intentions have had to be moved.  This is unavoidable and we 
apologise that we are unable to contact some of those who requested 

the Masses that have had their date and times changed. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is live-streamed each 

weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

There will be Benediction every Friday at 5.00 pm and on the fourth 
Sunday of each month there is Adoration  

and Benediction from 4.00 pm. 

 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Raymond McGee, Helen Renshaw, Chris Durbin, Anthony Harte, Jeanette Micallef,  
Michael Bradshaw, Steven Oriokot, Fr Kevin Alban, John Alfred Keappock and Joseph Paul Keappock. 

 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Len Bill, Michael Caulfield, Betty Quijano, Maureen Bull, Bill Barr, Mary 
Carthew, Pamela Tocher, Tony Kendrick, Janet O’Brien,  
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John 
Crouch, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Helga de Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Sarah 
Dunmore, Cecil Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, 
Patsy Grey, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, 
Kathleen Hayes, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Honora Johnson, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Rosy 
Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Robert Moyle, Eva Perjesi, 
John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Philippa 
Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield, 
Terry Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

ONLINE GIVING – CORONAVIRUS 
Whilst our church is closed the Coronavirus is affecting us 
materially as well as spiritually.  Bills keep coming.  A 
good many parishioners already give via standing order or 
electronically.  This is a real lifeline for the church.  If you 
can pay online, it not only assists with the admin but is 
also great for social distancing.  Our bank details are: 

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

 
Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite via the 

DONATE option. 

READINGS FOR THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Year B Psalter Wk 3 

Acts 1:15-17, 20-26 
Ps 103 

1 John 4:11-16 
John 17:11-19 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday.  

Your offerings last week came to £2590.76 
Thank you 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our Lady of Palestine  
Painted by Ian Knowles 

During this time when we are all trying to keep safe, our 
priests would prefer that you do not call at the Presbytery 

without first making an appointment. 
Our clergy can all be contacted by email and by phone 

(details on the front page). 
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