
As you all know, a little more than a year ago the pews were 
moved and replaced with chairs to maintain hygiene and safety. 

Furthermore, not too long ago the only option was to attend 
Mass virtually via live streamed services.  We now have the 

pews back in place and the church looks like it used to, and has 
been open for communal worship over the past four weeks, so 

people can attend Mass in person.  This is a cautious step to-
wards normality, however, given the uncertainty of the current 
situation - it is difficult to define what normal is or will be.  For 

example, we cannot join in the singing, there is no exchange of 
the sign of peace and Holy Communion is distributed at the end 

of the Mass: such a big difference to what most of us have been 
used to, before the COVID-19 pandemic took over.  Another 

noticeable difference is that fewer people are able to attend each 
Mass; health and safety of parishioners is the first priority, which 

is why social distancing guidelines are still in effect.  Yet, it is 
encouraging to see so many people, including families with 
young children, making an effort to get to Mass. 

For many of us, things have changed over the last fourteen 

months or so, and it is not always easy to deal with change, 
which brings challenges and at times also convenience.  When 

churches were closed to the public, one significant change was to 
grasp the concept of Spiritual Communion; how to reconcile this 

with receiving the Eucharist, the body and blood of Christ – the 
living Christ, at Mass in the form of bread and wine.  Another 

change was the convenience of simply walking into the living 
room and switching on the TV to participate in Mass that is 
streamed live from the church.  This may not have been con-

venient for everybody but we had to get used to it. 

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales web-

site (www.cbcew.org.uk) has a very short article  about this 

summarising it as follows: ‘For those occasions when we can’t 

be in our churches, an act of Spiritual Communion can help 

us keep Christ at the centre of our lives as we worship and 

pray at home.’  It explains the relevance of Spiritual Commun-
ion when one cannot go to church, but the fact is that the Church 

has always taught that Christ has risen and is present in every 
Eucharistic celebration.  There are also several articles about 
increased participation in online Masses, Exposition, Bene-

diction, when compared to the pre-COVID-19 era; this is a posi-
tive sign that online services are making a difference, but is it the 

same as coming to church?  Thus, the opening of the church to 
communal service is a positive and necessary step towards bring-

ing the faithful closer to Christ.  For some this is a very anti-
cipated and welcome news, for others giving up the convenience 
of attending Mass virtually is going to be a big challenge.  For 

others still attending virtually it is likely to be the only option, 
according to their circumstances:  participating in the celebration 

of the Eucharist even spiritually brings comfort and strength. 

Fr Steve and the other clergy have always encouraged people to 
attend Mass, preferably on a weekday if possible, so that those 

who cannot attend during the week can attend on a Sunday, this 
is because we are not obliged to attend Mass on Sundays or holy 

days at the moment. As there is dispensation of Sunday         
obligation.  We would like as many people as possible to benefit 

from the reopening of the church and to be given an opportunity 
to participate in Mass and receive the sacrament of the Eucharist. 
However, it takes a lot of effort from the volunteers to help keep 

it running smoothly and safely for everybody attending.  We are 
a blessed parish and have many volunteers, but we need more.  

The challenges listed above are just the tip of the iceberg. Can 

you volunteer? 

We need volunteers not just for the celebration of the Mass and 
other sacraments, but also for progressing other plans and pro-

grammes which have stalled due to the pandemic.  There are 
numerous ways in which you could help achieve the Vision that 

the clergy team have put together for the parish; you can read the 
brief on the front page of the Newsletter of 4 April.  As Fr Steve 

wrote, ‘What we are embarking on is the fresh and new way of 
living our faith’. 

Perhaps this jolt by the pandemic is an opportunity to give our-

selves a new start.  This is an invitation for you to consider if 
there is something you can do for your parish. 

Sandy Misquitta 

Sandy will be ordained deacon on Saturday 19 June: more    

details to follow! 
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CHURCH PREMISES -  
NO 11 VILLAGE WAY 

You will all be aware that the last year  
brought significant financial challenges to 
many.  At St Edmund’s we have been 
lifted by our parishioner’s generosity but 
we are still in a difficult financial state. 
With the advice of our Finance Commit-
tee, Fr Steve took the decision to rent 
out No 11 Village Way on a year’s lease.  

This has brought in much needed regular income.  
The downside though is that as we move closer to re-
starting some parish activities we will be unable to use 
No 11 for meetings, prayer groups, coffee mornings 
and lunches.  We will need to make more use of the 
Hall Mezzanine but as this can only be reached by 
stairs it is not suitable for everyone to use.  We will 
have to think of a way to enable some of our groups 
to continue to meet so please pray for some inspir-
ation for us and get in touch if you have some ideas. 

HELPING CATHOLICS TO RETURN 

Do you have a friend or relative who has been away from 

the church and would like support or encouragement to 

return? 

We invite them to contact a team that offers a non-

judgemental forum to help them reconnect with their 

Catholic faith.  Please email us  at: 

landingsbeckenham@gmail.com 

SVP ZOOM COFFEE MORNING 
Friday April 30 - 11.00 to 11.45 am 

Please join us again for a virtual coffee morning hosted 
by the SVP, to chat and meet up with friends,  

old and new. 
 

Event link to join the Zoom Meeting at 11.00 am is: 

https://zoom.us/j/94411839662?
pwd=QnFHTjFWZk9xdjhmRElxeEVxdE1QQT09 

Meeting ID: 944 1183 9662 

Passcode: 116028 

PRIEST TRAINING FUND  - SECOND COLLECTION 
24-25 April 

This Sunday is the World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
to the Priesthood and Religious Life.  As members of 
the Church, we are encouraged to pray earnestly for 
an increase in priestly and religious vocations.  There 
is a collection in support of the Priest Training Fund, 
which pays for the formation of Southwark Semin-
arians and Deacons and the good work of our voc-
ations team.  Please be generous to this appeal.  Your 
gifts will support seven men currently in formation to 
the Priesthood for our Diocese.  You can donate  via 
www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/vocations.htm, or by phone on 
020 7960 2504 (office hours Monday - Friday).  Thank 
you for your prayers 

 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
 

Gracious and loving God, 

we thank you for the gift of our priests; 

help them to be strong in their vocation 

and become instruments of your love and grace. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit to give courage and guidance 

to all those you are calling to the priesthood, 

diaconate and religious life in our Archdiocese. 

May those called hear your voice 

and respond wholeheartedly 

to become the person you created them to be. 
 

Heavenly Father, form us all in the likeness 

of your Son, Jesus Christ the Good Shepherd, 

so that we may love you more deeply 

and serve you more faithfully. 
 

We ask this through Christ Your Son, 

the Eternal High Priest, 

Amen. 

BAPTISM 
We are receiving many phone calls enquiring whether we 
are again holding baptisms.  We are, but in line with gov-
ernment guidelines the limit on those attending has been 
set at six, of which one is the baby and one is the cele-
brant!  A number of families have decided that they do not 
wish to wait until these regulations change and have had 
their children baptised. 
 
We do not know when the restrictions will be relaxed but 
we are happy to book families into the church diary in     
anticipation of a change. 
 
There is no baptism preparation class at the moment. 

300 Club 

Congratulations to our April winners.  If you would like to 
join the 300 Club and have a chance at a monthly prize, 

please send an email to the Parish Office. 

No 153, £100 Mrs Helen Wates 

No 300, £75 Mrs Jan Banfield 

No 259, £50 Mrs Mary Loftus 

No 5, £25 Mr Hugh Watchorn 

DAY OF PRAYER FOR VICTIMS AND SURVIVORS 
OF SEXUAL ABUSE  

 
Tuesday 4 May is a day of prayer for Victims and      

Survivors of Sexual Abuse. 
St Edmund's will be open throughout the day for you to 

come in to offer your prayers before the Blessed  
Sacrament for those whose lives have been damaged or 

affected by this evil. 
 

There will be a short prayer service at 1.00 pm. 
The 6.00 pm Mass will be offered for all victims of sexual 

abuse and after it we will pray a specially prepared  
Rosary of Our Lady of Sorrows using the testimony of 

victims. 
 

The services and Mass will be live streamed.   
More details will be given in next week's newsletter. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwix-JSo54_SAhWCShQKHfSXD6AQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.keyword-suggestions.com%2FY2hyaXN0aWFuICBjcm9zcw%2F&psig=AFQjCNEoBWKUTpsaU9-_NfJp1j4o50Oucw&ust=14871692268
mailto:landingsbeckenham@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/94411839662?pwd=QnFHTjFWZk9xdjhmRElxeEVxdE1QQT09
https://zoom.us/j/94411839662?pwd=QnFHTjFWZk9xdjhmRElxeEVxdE1QQT09


 

Bishop Challoner School, our local        
Catholic independent school for girls and 
boys aged 3 to 18 has limited places 
available in Reception and Year 3 for 
this September.  Scholarships are avail-
able from Year 3.  Go to  
www.bishopchallonerschool.com to apply, or to 
register to watch our recent Virtual Open Morning   
video. 

Thank you for your gener-
ous donations to CAFOD’s 
Family Fast Day during 
Lent.  In Lent 2018 we    

featured Marian and her son Svondo in Zimbabwe.  
The community vegetable garden that your donations 
helped provide is growing well and during the pan-
demic the family has survived on the vegetables from 
their garden.  Your support has also helped to provide 
soap and handwashing stations in the garden and in 
family homes.  This is just one of many long-term     
development projects that CAFOD has funded with the 
money from that Fast Day.  Thank you for your stead-
fast support. 

 
MASS FOR MIGRANTS 

Saturday 1 May at 11.20 am 
The 16

th
 Migrant Mass is being hosted online this year 

by the Diocese of Southwark from St. William of York, 
Forest Hill.   
In this, the Year of St Joseph, and in honour of St.   
Joseph the Worker, the Diocese of Westminster, 
Southwark and Brentwood come together to give 
thanks in celebration for the international nature of our 
churches, the work migrants contribute to our society, 
our concern for their welfare, welcome and human  
dignity.  The main celebrant is Bishop Paul McAleenan.  
Please join the Mass at  
Migrants Mass (actionnetwork.org) 
 

 
HYMNS FROM A DAY  

WITH MARY 
If you are missing attending a 

Saturday Day with Mary a newly 
recorded CD has been issued 
which you can listen to in the 
peace and quiet of your own 
home until the programme of 

events can re-start.   
The CD was recorded in  

Farnborough Abbey by the  
Franciscan Sisters of the  

Immaculate. 
For online orders  go to 

www.holycrossbooks.co.uk 

Living Well is in desperate need of the  
following. 

 
Tinned vegetables 

Tinned pulses 
Tinned rice pudding 

Custard 
Toilet paper 

Shampoo/shower gel/toothpaste/deodorant 
 

We are sorry but the parish office cannot accept your 
donations at the moment and you will need to arrange 

for them to be taken to Holy Trinity. 

 

Drop off times are Tuesday 11.00 am - 1.00 pm and 
Thursday 12.30 pm - 2.00 pm. 

 

There are collection points at Sainsburys in Penge and 
on Beckenham Road and at Waitrose at  

Bromley South. 

 

Address : 66 Lennard Road Penge, SE20 7LX 
Tel : 020 8778 7258 

Email : hello@livingwell.life 

 

Web : www.livingwell.life 

 

A MESSAGE FROM LIVING WELL 

 

You may be aware that Living Well Bromley is a 
local charity based in Penge, which works with our 
partners to support local people in different ways - 
including mental illness, addictions, debt and 
homelessness. 

 

Our charity is led by the Board of Trustees who are 
in need of a clerk to support them.  Over the last 18 
months the needs of the local community have 
increased significantly and consequently the     
demands on our services.  At this very exciting 
time for Living Well, as we grow from a small to 
medium sized charity, this would be a perfect    
volunteer opportunity for anyone with clerking or 
secretarial skills and an interest in our work in the 
local community.  For further information, please 
contact Rebecca Day at  

hello@livingwell.life or call 02087787258. 

 
The children of the Saturday Catechism Class will be    
making their first confession after the 10.00 am 
Mass next Saturday  Please pray for them and for 
the catechists who have helped them reach this 
point. 

St Philomena’s Catholic High School for Girls is look-
ing for a Clerk to the Governing Body.  Further details 
and an application form are available at  
http://www.stphils.org.uk/join-us/vacancies 

http://www.bishopchallonerschool.com/
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mailto:hello@livingwell.life
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IN THE CHURCH 
 

Sunday 25 April  Fourth Sunday of Easter 

  6.00 am VIGILChurch  Ints of D’silvera Mawuli Abonie  

  9.30 am Church Norah Mukoro 

  Hall  Wellbeing of Frank Mascarenhas  

  4.00 pm Church Adoration & Benediction 

  5.30 pm Church Mary McCarthy RIP 
 

Monday 26 April  Feria 

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church For the Claver Sisters 

  6.00 pm Church Eamonn & Eileen 
 

Tuesday 27 April  Feria 

10.00 am Church Ints of Mervyn & Mary Shipsey on  
    their 64th wedding anniversary 

  6.00 pm Church Ints of Rafal 
 

Wednesday 28 April Feria (St Peter Chanel) 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church Pat Dalton RIP  

  6.00 pm Church Kathleen & Seamus 
 

Thursday 29 April  St Catherine of Siena 
10.00 am Church Ryan & Kerri & their lost baby 
  6.00 pm   Church  John Sylvester RIP 
 

Friday 30 April  Feria (St Pius V, Pope) 
  9.30 am Church Rosary    
10.00 am Church Welfare of Raphael Fleming 
11.30 am Church Requiem of Monica Richardson  
    (CLOSED) 
  2.45 am Church Requiem of Marise Howells   
    (CLOSED) 
  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church Stella Walton RIP 
 

Saturday 1 May  St Joseph the Worker 
10.00 am Church Bridie & Joe Curran 
10.30 am    First confessions for the Catechism Group 
  5.00 pm to 5.50 pm Confession 
  2.00 pm Church Wedding of Chinedu Igwe &  
    Thomas Walker (CLOSED) 
  6.00 pm VIGIL Church Amelia Mukoro 
 

Sunday 2 May  Fifth Sunday of Easter 

  9.30 am Church Ints of the McDaid & Doherty family 

  Hall  Private Intention 

  4.00 pm Church Adoration & Benediction 

  5.30 pm Church For the people  
 

 

Some intentions have had to be moved.  This is unavoidable and we 
apologise that we are unable to contact some of those who requested 

the Masses that have had their date and times changed. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is live-streamed each 

weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

There will be Benediction every Friday at 5.00 pm and on the fourth 
Sunday of each month there is Adoration  

and Benediction from 4.00 pm. 

 

 
We pray for those who have died recently:  Raymond McGee, Helen Renshaw. Chris Durbin, Anthony Harte, Monica Richardson, 
Jeanette Micallef, Frances Carroll, Marise Howells  

 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Mary (Maureen) Dickson, John Ferreira, Margaret Cassar, Archibald  
Taylor, Monica Wells, Fr Anthony Porter,  Peg Fleming, Bernice Archbald 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John 
Crouch, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Helga de Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Sarah 
Dunmore, Cecil Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, 
Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen 
Hayes, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Honora Johnson, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Rosy Lobo, 
Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Robert Moyle, Eva Perjesi, John 
Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Philippa Tolley, 
Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield, Terry 
Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

ONLINE GIVING – CORONAVIRUS 
Whilst our church is closed the Coronavirus is affecting us 
materially as well as spiritually.  Bills keep coming.  A 
good many parishioners already give via standing order or 
electronically.  This is a real lifeline for the church.  If you 
can pay online, it not only assists with the admin but is 
also great for social distancing.  Our bank details are: 

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

 
Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite via the 

DONATE option. 

READINGS FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Year B Psalter Wk 1 

Acts 8:26-31 

Psalm 22 

1 John 4:18-24 

John 15:1-8 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday.  

 
The Parish Office is closed to all callers. 

If you need assistance please email the office or leave a 
clear message on the phone. 

Your offerings last week amounted to £2955.34 
Thank you 

 

During this time when we are all trying to keep safe, our 
priests would prefer that you do not call at the Presbytery 

without first making an appointment. 
Our clergy can all be contacted by email and by phone 

(details on the front page). 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


It’s some time now since a bishop last came to St Edmund’s to    
celebrate Mass, but something to notice at such a Mass is that at 

the beginning, instead of saying The Lord be with you a bishop 
says Peace be with you.  This seemingly unimportant act joins 

the bishop, as the local successor of the apostles, to the appear-
ances of the risen Christ: both in Luke and John Our Lord greets 
his disciples repeatedly with these words, which he only uses 

after his resurrection.  So we heard them in last Sunday’s      
account in John of Jesus with the Twelve, and then with Thomas, 

in the ‘upper room’, and this Sunday in a similar account in the 
gospel of Luke (from chapter 24).  The picture here is of the  

cenacle in Jerusalem, which some of you may have visited, the 
traditional site of the upper room. What does it all mean? 

In the gospel accounts, and in the life of the Church, Easter   

season and Eastertide are marked by overwhelming joy.  The 
impossible has happened, the gloom of death, bereavement and 

despair have come to an end.  But for the Twelve, seeing the 
Lord again must also have had a disturbing and uneasy dimen-
sion: they hadn’t been good or loyal friends, running away; their 

leader, moreover, had denied knowing Jesus after his arrest and 
one of their number had actually betrayed him. There must have 

been some awkward shuffling of feet, a reluctance to look Jesus 
in the eye.  The gospel of John tells us somewhere that Jesus 

always knew what was going on in someone’s heart: he would 
have known all this.  

Therefore we can see the risen Jesus’ greeting in this light. It’s a 

message of reconciliation; he is stretching out his hands (his 
wounded hands) to his useless friends.  We don’t know whether 
they attempted to apologise, (‘Sorry, I didn’t mean to let you 

down’, ‘You don’t mind, do you?’) but with these words Jesus 
takes the initiative, offering them forgiveness and mercy.  This  

has been a constant message of Pope Francis - last Sunday on 
Divine Mercy Sunday, in the special Year of Mercy we had a 

few years ago, and on countless occasions: God takes the       
initiative, he doesn’t wait for us to realise our need for            

forgiveness.  

The bishop’s greeting at the beginning of Mass makes this greet-
ing of the risen Christ the greeting of the Church.  We yearn for 

many physical expressions of worship which are part of the 
Mass, most of which we have been forbidden to practice for over 

a year now because of the pandemic, and one of the saddest gaps 
in the Mass is the expression of the sign of Peace.  In a Catholic 
Mass we normally exchange this shortly before we receive Holy 

Communion; we’re asked to show our unity with one another 
before we presume to take the Lord’s Body and Blood.  The  

recovery of a proper sign of peace is one of the most important 
fruits of the reforms of worship ushered in by the Second      

Vatican Council; it is also a challenge to selfish individualism 
which can so easily poison our worship.  Perhaps we will value it 
more when we get it back because we’ve been deprived of it. 

Perhaps when we can do it again our hugs or handshakes will be 
particularly warm. 

The Church also proclaims Peace be with you to a world riven, 

like the world of the 1st century Roman Empire, by divisions 
and violence.  Christian teaching about peace, and our ever-

stronger rejection of war and violence, takes its inspiration from 
the reconciliation between God and humanity brought about by 

Jesus’ death on the Cross and his rising from the dead. In our 
parish Lent course we focussed on Pope Francis’ letter Fratelli 

Tutti and in this letter there’s a strong denunciation of war and a 
moving away from ways in which Christians have accommodat-

ed war over the centuries. There is still a lot of war and           
militarism around us: the message of Easter, and of the gospel 
reading for this Sunday, offers humanity a better path. Peace be 

with you! 

Fr Ashley 
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On hearing the sad news of the              
announcement of the death of His Royal 
Highness The Duke of Edinburgh,      
Archbishop John issued the following 
statement: 
  

On behalf of the Catholic Community of the Archdiocese 
of Southwark, I wish to express my profound sorrow at 
the news of the death of His Royal Highness The Duke of 
Edinburgh.                                      
  
In union with the entire nation, we mourn the loss of not 
only an esteemed and respected member of the Royal 
Family, but also a man who exemplified the very best 
qualities of courage, fortitude and loyalty. Although born 
into a very different world, his example and witness leave 
us, here in this present age, with a lasting and enduring 
legacy of the timeless paradigm of duty and service.  
  
In this season of Eastertide, when we celebrate the     
resurrection of the Lord Jesus and his victory over death, 
we pray that His Royal Highness will rest in peace and 
rise in glory. We also remember in our prayers Her     
Majesty the Queen and all members of the Royal Family 
at this sad time, offering to them our sincerest             
condolences.                      . 
 

 

We are delighted that Russell Duddy, who has 
been a member of the RCIA class was  
confirmed at last weekend’s Saturday vigil 
Mass. 

 
           BAPTISM 

               Congratulations to the following children who 
have been baptised recently. 

 
Rafe James David Jenner Reed 
Alyssa Sofia Rodrigues Yusuf 

Julius Charles Gora 
Benjamin Akande Robert Sofoluke 

Jeremiah Leo Nii Okai Mensah Lomo 
Philippa Niamh Fear 

Euan Daithi Martin Ryan 
 

Many congratulations to them and to their families. 

 

 

On behalf of Aid to the Church in Need UK, we ask you to 
join us in prayer for the repose of the soul of His Royal 
Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, and to 
pray for Her Majesty The Queen and the Royal Family at 
this time.                                    .                     
  

The Christian faith of Prince Philip, with his Orthodox 
background, was one of the reasons for his engagement 
in so many important matters.  On a personal level, it has 
been a privilege to attend faith meetings at St George’s 
House, which Prince Philip founded in the grounds of 
Windsor Castle, and also to be made welcome to speak 
at Buckingham Palace.  In recent times, Aid to the 
Church in Need has greatly appreciated the engagement 
and support of HRH The Prince of Wales – who has   
provided vital help to persecuted Christians. 
  

Masses are being arranged through ACN for the repose 
of the soul of Prince Philip RIP.  We offer our sincere  
condolences and the assurance of prayers to HRH 
Queen Elizabeth and The Royal Family.                       . 
  

With thanks and united in hope and joy this Eastertide – 
Neville Kyrke Smith                                          
National Director, Aid to the Church in Need UK. 

Congratulations are in order too for Aisling McDonnell 
and Graham Murray who were married in the church 
on the afternoon of Easter Day. 
 
Graham and Aisling had been due to marry in Ireland 
last year, but this couldn’t happen so they were married 
at St Edmund’s with just six people present. 
 
We wish them a long and happy marriage. 

PRIEST TRAINING FUND  - SECOND COLLECTION 
24-25 April 

Next week is the World Day of Prayer for Vocations to 
the Priesthood and Religious Life.  As members of the 
Church, we are encouraged to pray earnestly for an 
increase in priestly and religious vocations.  Next week 
there will be a second collection in support of the 
Priest Training Fund, which pays for the formation of 
Southwark Seminarians and Deacons and the good 
work of our vocations team.  Please be generous to 
this appeal.  Your gifts will support seven men current-
ly in formation to the Priesthood for our Diocese.  You 
can donate  via www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/vocations.htm, 
or by telephone on 020 7960 2504 (office hours Mon-
day - Friday).  Thank you for your prayers 

 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
 

Gracious and loving God, 

we thank you for the gift of our priests; 

help them to be strong in their vocation 

and become instruments of your love and grace. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit to give courage and guidance 

to all those you are calling to the priesthood, 

diaconate and religious life in our Archdiocese. 

May those called hear your voice 

and respond wholeheartedly 

to become the person you created them to be. 
 

Heavenly Father, form us all in the likeness 

of your Son, Jesus Christ the Good Shepherd, 

so that we may love you more deeply 

and serve you more faithfully. 
 

We ask this through Christ Your Son, 

the Eternal High Priest 

Our parish would not be able to function as it does with-
out the hard work and dedication of Barbara & Rosemary 
in the parish office.  They do an incredible job and it is 
very much appreciated by me and the clergy team, and I 
am sure, by you the parishioners.   
Thank your Barbara and Rosemary.                           Fr Steve 
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Bishop Challoner School, our local      
Catholic independent school for girls and 
boys aged 3 to 18 has limited places 
available in Reception and Year 3 for 
this September.  Scholarships are avail-
able from Year 3.  Go to  
www.bishopchallonerschool.com to apply, or to 
register to watch our recent Virtual Open Morning   
video. 

BEFRIENDING IS AT THE 
HEART OF WHAT WE DO - 

SVP IN BECKENHAM 
One of my favourite TV shows, 
is Undercover Boss which is 
based in the US.  For those 
who have not seen the show, it 

deals with the CEO of a major corporation, the size of 
McDonalds or KFC for example, going undercover so 
that the employees do not know who he is.  The CEO 
pretends that he wants to learn about the business, 
serving in the restaurant or in the backroom in a ware-
house.  During the course of his visit, around a week or 
more, he discovers some personal insights into his 
employees.  These can range from an employee who 
has a close relative needing an urgent medical opera-
tion; or a single parent needing help with a child’s 
schooling or college fees etc.  
The employee is then invited to meet the CEO at his 
HQ and discovers the truth about the CEO’s visit.  The 
CEO expresses his deep concern about his employ-
ee’s hardships and difficulties in their personal lives 
and offers to alleviate the situation by giving funds to 
support his employee through the adversities they 
have to bear on a daily basis. 
Well, the SVP Conference in Beckenham, provides the 
same service.  Members are dedicated to tackling  
poverty in all its forms by providing practical assistance 
to people in need. There are many random acts of 
kindness sparking a chain of love.  One instance     
recently which compares with the show is where a 
young child desperately sought a keyboard.  With the 
assistance of the SVP not only did the child receive a 
brand-new keyboard but this was donated and deliv-
ered, entirely free of charge, by Yamaha of London. 
This is just one of many wonderful and uplifting stories 
of the SVP experience.  But there is much more to the 
SVP work in supporting disadvantaged families: doing 
weekly shopping for the housebound, giving donations 
for free meals, including meal vouchers and weekly 
and monthly telephone support; advice and help with 
housing and legal issues.  Each request for financial 
assistance is thoroughly reviewed and scrutinised by 
the Treasurer and the wider volunteer community    
before any funds are released. 
The core befriending service is however at the heart of 
the SVP ethos.  Hopefully this will return later this year, 
Covid permitting, with visits to the sick and elderly. 
 
Our modest income comes largely from the 4 second 
collections at Masses throughout the year and so the 
last 12 months have seen a significant drop in our in-
come and therefore our ability to respond to appeals 
for financial assistance.  If you would like to support 
SVP Beckenham, you can make a one-off donation, or 
you may be interested in setting up a regular monthly 
or annual amount to help us continue to be able to   
respond at a similar level in the future. 
  
Our account details are below, and please confirm 
your donation to TreasurerA190202@svp.org.uk who 
will send you a Gift Aid form to allow us to claim back 
the additional tax relief.   
 

Sort Code 60-60-04 
Account number 46076190    
 

Deacon Duncan Aitkins, SVP Chaplain 

 
We heard this week from Living Well that 
the level of donations that they usually    
receive has declined at the same time as 
the demand for their services is increasing, 
and because of this they are having to    
reduce the amount of food they are able to 
put in the food bags they give out. 

 
The items that they are nearly or completely out of are: 

 
Tinned vegetables 

Tinned pulses 
Tinned rice pudding 

Custard 
Toilet paper 

Shampoo/shower gel/toothpaste/deodorant 
 

We are sorry but the parish office cannot accept your 
donations at the moment and you will need to arrange 

for them to be taken to Holy Trinity. 

 

Drop off times are Tuesday 11.00 am - 1.00 pm and 
Thursday 12.30 pm - 2.00 pm. 

 

There are collection points at Sainsburys in Penge and 
on Beckenham Road and at Waitrose at Bromley 

South. 

 

Address : 66 Lennard Road Penge, SE20 7LX 
Tel : 020 8778 7258 

Email : hello@livingwell.life 

 
CHURCH PREMISES -  
NO 11 VILLAGE WAY 

You will all be aware that the last year  
brought significant financial challenges  
to many.  At St Edmund’s we have been 
lifted by our parishioner’s generosity but 
we are still in a difficult financial state. 
With the support of our Finance       
Committee, Fr Steve took the decision to 
rent out No 11 Village Way on a year’s 
lease.  This has brought in much needed 

regular     income.  The downside though is that as we 
move closer to re-starting some parish activities we will 
be unable to use No 11 for meetings, prayer groups,     
coffee mornings and lunches.  We will need to make 
more use of the Hall Mezzanine but as this can only be 
reached by stairs is not suitable for everyone to use.  
We will have to think of a way to enable some of our 
groups to  continue to meet so please pray for some 
inspiration for us. 

  

http://www.bishopchallonerschool.com/
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IN THE CHURCH 
 

Sunday 18 April  Third Sunday of Easter 

  6.00 pm vigil Church  Richard & Mabel Graves RIP 

  9.30 am Church Ann Margaret Wood  RIP 

  Hall  Xavier Alphonse RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Mary Morley RIP 
 

Monday 19 April  Feria (St Alphege) 

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church Don O’Reilly RIP 

  6.00 pm Church Dec’d members of the Krawczyk  
    Family 
 

Tuesday 20 April  Feria 

10.00 am Church In thanks and for the wellbeing of  
    Sandra & Mark Clapson 

  6.00 pm Church Jay Mukoro RIP 
 

Wednesday 21 April St Anselm, Bishop & Doctor of  
    the Church 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church Bessie Boudville RIP  

  6.00 pm Church Welfare of Marie Francis 

 

Thursday 22 April  Feria 
10.00 am Church Mary Bradshaw 
  6.00 pm   Church  Patricia Hayes RIP (anniv) 
 

Friday 23 April  St George, Martyr, Patron of 
    England 
  9.30 am Church Rosary    
10.00 am Church Patrick Chambers RIP 
  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church Pat Gibney RIP (1st anniv) 
 

Saturday 24 April  Feria 
10.00 am Church Ints of Sr Sara Postlethwaite (40th  
    b’day) 

Confessions 
10.30 am to 11.00 and 5.00 pm to 5.55 pm    

6.00 pm vigil Church Ints of D’silvera Mawuli Abonie 
   

Sunday 25 April  Fourth Sunday of Easter 

    Good Shepherd Sunday 

  9.30 am Church Norah Mukoro 

  Hall  Private Intention 

  4.00 pm Church Adoration & Benediction 

  5.30 pm Church Mary McCarthy RIP 

 

Some intentions have had to be moved.  This is unavoidable 

and we apologise that we are unable to contact some of those 

who requested these Masses. 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is live-streamed on weekdays from 

11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

There will be Benediction every Friday at 5.00 pm and on the fourth 
Sunday of each month there is Adoration and Benediction at 4.00 pm 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Raymond McGee, Helen Renshaw. Pauline Wood, Chris Durbin, Anthony Harte,   
Stanley Joseph Barnard, Monica Richardson, Jeannette Micallef, Frances Carroll, Marise Howells   

 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Ann Elmer, Martin Lynch, Kevin Twomey, Elizabeth O’Neill, Patricia Paa, 
Don O’Reilly, Fr Tony Pyle, Eileen Ridgeway, Catherine Shipton, Theresa Cooper, Josie Wait, Michael Howard, Edward Callaghan, 
Anthony Kilcullen, Mary (Maureen) Dickson,  
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John 
Crouch, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Helga de Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Sarah 
Dunmore, Cecil Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, 
Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen 
Hayes, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Honora Johnson, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Rosy Lobo, 
Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Robert Moyle, Eva Perjesi, John 
Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Philippa Tolley, 
Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield, Terry 
Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

ONLINE GIVING – CORONAVIRUS 
Whilst our church is closed the Coronavirus is affecting us 
materially as well as spiritually.  Bills keep coming.  A 
good many parishioners already give via standing order or 
electronically.  This is a real lifeline for the church.  If you 
can pay online, it not only assists with the admin but is 
also great for social distancing.  Our bank details are: 

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

 
Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite via the 

DONATE option. 

READINGS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

First Reading Acts 2:14a,36-41 
Psalm 23:1-6 

Second Reading 1 Peter 2:20b-25 
Gospel Reading John 10:1-10 

 

During this time when we are all trying to keep safe, our 
priests would prefer that you do not call at the Presbytery 

without first making an appointment. 
Our clergy can all be contacted by email and by phone 

(details on the front page). 
 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday.  

 
The Parish Office is closed. 

If you need assistance please email the office or leave a 
clear message on the phone. 

Your offerings last week amounted to £3465.85 
Thank you 

 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


On behalf of the clergy, I wish you all a very blessed Easter.  We 
are immensely grateful for your prayers, good wishes, and   
Easter cards.  Fr Ashley, Fr David and I of course thank you for 
your generous Easter offerings. 
Sometimes amidst all the backlog and drudgery of work, some-
thing pleasant happens.  Earlier this morning on Good Friday I 
ventured into the church to join the Children’s Liturgy.  As I 
watched them lead the Stations of the Cross I couldn’t help but 
feel a certain sense of wellbeing.  The children with bright faces 
and loud voices gave their best.  Their parents were rightly 
proud, and I came away contented. Later, in a moment of      
reflection I found myself appreciative of the dedication and com-
mitment of many in our parish who are stepping out in faith and 
doing their best.  There have been many occasions when gener-
ous people have helped in various ways.  I can’t tell you how 
appreciative I am, especially at times when life is daunting and 
obstacles appear insurmountable.  Thank you to the catechists 
who are forging ahead with last year’s and this year's first holy 
communion children.  It’s going to be a busy summer!  In recent 
weeks there have been different people leading the rosary and 
the Divine Office.  In particular there has been the powerful  
witness of the stations of the cross.  A number of you were able 
to follow Fr Ashley’s Lenten talks on Wednesday evenings and 
afterwards share in the discussions via zoom.  I now have a 
greater insight and appreciation of Pope Francis’ Fratelli Tutti.  
There are many other examples I can give on how a parish 
works best when more people get involved. 
This brings me onto the main thrust of what I would like to say 
to you.I would dearly love everyone to give careful consider-
ation to the following statement and what follows. 
BEING FORMED IN THE LIKENESS OF CHRIST, WE 
STRIVE TO BECOME A TRULY CHRIST CENTRED 
COMMUNITY, THROUGH HUMBLE WITNESS, LOVE, 
COMPASSION AND COMMUNION.  
Don’t worry, I’m not asking you to memorise it, although many 
of you could easily do so, but I am asking you please to reflect 
upon it, to discuss it with one another and above all include it in 
your prayers.  The reason why I ask you to do this is because it 
is our parish mission statement agreed by the clergy team on 12 
January 2020.  In fact, let me take you back further to 2018 
when the clergy team came together to discuss a vision for the 
parish and put together the mission statement we finally agreed 
on.  The inspiration behind the parish vision is a book by Fr 
James Mallon entitled Divine Renovation: From a Maintenance 
to Mission Parish.  I have written about this before in our news-
letter and I feel the time is right to bring it to your attention 
again as we enter the Easter season and our parish gets back to 
some kind of normality. 
Fr Mallon believes that instead of simply meeting the needs of 
the people and maintaining the buildings, priests and parishion-
ers need to go further and embrace their mission which is to 
make disciples of others.  In his book he describes how his own 
parish of St James, in Halifax, Nova Scotia gradually went 
through a process of renewal.  
However, none of this would have happened if Fr James and his 
parishioners had not been working in unison, using all the God 
given gifts and talents each member possessed.  We need to do 
the same if we want to draw others into an experience of God’s 

love for them.  I know with certainty, if we are obedient to Our 
Lord’s command to ‘Go make disciples of all the                   
nations’ (Matthew 28:19) and if we are true to our baptismal 
promises, then each one of us will not only be instrumental in 
radically changing the lives of others, but we as individuals and 
our parish family, will receive countless blessings. 
When we began our discussions, the clergy team consisted of Fr 
Ashley, Fr Simplicio, Deacon Sean and me.  Over time the per-
sonnel has changed.  We were joined by Sandy Misquitta and 
Ray Williamson (both of whom will be ordained to the Perm-
anent Diaconate this year), and Deacon Duncan Aitkins who 
joined us from Biggin Hill parish.  We lost Fr Simplicio who 
moved to St Dominic’s parish in Waddon, and we welcomed Fr 
David Atuanya, a Spiritan priest from Nigeria.  However,      
despite the changes and the upheaval and delay caused by the 
rather debilitating intervention of the pandemic, we remain  
committed and on course with our vision. 
Covid, of course has caused fear, uncertainty, deep sorrow,   
anger and isolation.  There is no denying this reality. People 
have lost family members, friends and work colleagues. Many 
have become unemployed and many more will do so as we face 
a recession that may go on for years.  We must of course stand 
alongside these brothers and sisters and offer the best help we 
can, but above all we must hold fast to the reality that out of 
suffering comes healing, out of sadness comes joy and from  
defeat we become victorious. On the Lenten road we have died 
to self and carried our cross; now we rise up and walk with the 
risen Lord as on the road to Emmaus, we wait to be enlightened, 
to recognise Him afresh in the words of scripture, the breaking 
of the bread and the world around us.  This is the Easter story!  
Yes, the world is broken and crushed and desperately needs the 
healing, saving Christ.  It is imperative therefore that we step up 
to be the channels of His Good News and restore the love, hope 
and dignity He wishes to impart to those who thirst.  
I want to thank Archbishop John for his prayers and support for 
our parish vision.  When I met him two years ago, I shared some 
thoughts and ideas with him and was greatly encouraged by his 
keen interest and promise of prayers. Thanks also to Pauline 
D’Souza and her brother Richard for facilitating our clergy 
meetings and for always being on the end of the phone to      
encourage and advise.  I also want to express my gratitude to 
members of the team who have taken the lead in key areas: Fr 
Ashley (Liturgy), Sandy Misquitta (Faith & Formation), Ray 
Williamson (Pastoral), Deacon Sean (Administration).  I will be 
the lead on personal witness.  Finally, and at the risk of         
embarrassing him, I would like to thank Fr Simplicio as the  
mission statement we finally arrived at was largely down to him. 
As I said at the beginning, our efforts in these areas will only 
bear fruit when we generously pray, walk and work with each 
other. What we are embarking on is a fresh and new way of  
living our faith. 
 
God bless, 
Fr Steve  
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ONLINE GIVING – CORONAVIRUS 
Whilst our church is closed the Coronavirus is affecting 
us materially as well as spiritually.  Bills keep coming.  A 
good many parishioners already give via standing order 
or electronically.  This is a real lifeline for the church.  If 
you can pay online, it not only assists with the admin but 
is also great for social distancing.  Our bank details are: 

RCAS St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here: 
       http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

 
Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite via the 

DONATE option. 

SERVICES OVER EASTER WEEKEND 
Please do not try to get into a service this weekend if 

you have not already booked a place. 
Our stewards have lists of ticket holders  and are unable 

to let anyone into the church who is not on their list. 
Please remember to be considerate and  

courteous to our stewards without whom your church 
would be unable to open. 

EASTER OFFERING FOR YOUR PRIESTS 

As you will be aware, Catholic priests do not take a  

salary so they rely on your generosity at Christmas & 
Easter as a thank you for all they do for their parish.   

Easter gifts MUST be shown to be for the priests, so that 
if you give online you will need to set up a separate  

payment labelled Easter offering for it to reach them 

You can give by:  

Bank Transfer with the reference ‘Easter offering’  

Special Gift Aid envelope if you are a Gift Aider, or a 
blank envelope with your GA number on the front.  

Through ChurchSuite on the web page. 

    Thank you 

HELPING CATHOLICS TO RETURN 

Do you have a friend or relative who has been away 

from the church and would like support or encourage-

ment to return? 

We invite them to contact a team that offers a non-

judgemental forum to help them reconnect with their 

Catholic faith at:  landingsbeckenham@gmail.com 

CollecTin 
Covid restrictions still prevent 
us passing the basket round 
at Mass but we do have a new 
gadget endorsed by the  
Diocese which enables you to 
give using a contactless card 
payment.  It is very straight-
forward and someone will be 
on hand to help, if you feel like 
giving it a go.  It has been in 
use now for a week and we 
have received very positive 
comments. 

COLLECTION 
The collection for the weekend of 27-28 March came to 

£2418.44 

INVITATION FROM HOLY INNOCENTS’  
ORPINGTON TO JOIN THEIR  
ALPHA ONLINE COURSE 
You are warmly invited to join Holy 
Innocents' Orpington's next Alpha 
Online course, which begins on 
Zoom on Friday 23 April at 8.00 pm.  
Participants from our earlier courses 
commented, "Transformative and 
uplifting!" "Powerful 'me time'." 
"Strangers become friends." Why not come along to 
see what they meant?  To find out more, watch our 
short video at bit.ly/AlphaStories2  If you want further 
information please email: 
orpingtonalpha@rcaos.org.uk.  

NEWSLETTER 
This newsletter covers two weeks.  If you are sending 

anything in for the newsletter, please email it by mid-day. 

The Chrism Mass, when priests renew their commitment 
to the priesthood, was held at St George’s Cathedral on 
Wednesday 31 March.  Fr Steve and Fr Ashley attended 
and above is a picture of Fr Steve with Archbishop John.  
They were not discussing deep theological issues, but Fr 
Steve was being congratulated on the beauty of his face 
mask.  The one he chose to wear on this special          
occasion, was chosen from a selection of beautiful masks 
made for him by Jan Banfield, and this particularly striking 
one featured owls. 

Our Missio organiser Mick Denne 
has recently received a letter from 
Missio thanking parishioners for the 
sum of £789.12 sent to them over 
the last year.  This is a great effort 

but it would be wonderful if you could increase this 
amount.  If you would lke to have a red 
box in your home to put all the loose cash 
that doesn’t get used these days, please 
send an email to the office which we will 
pass on to Mick.  

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/
mailto:landingsbeckenham@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdOePsTcOYE
mailto:orpingtonalpha@rcaos.org.uk




 

CHURCH DIARY 
All services are live-streamed and can also be viewed as a recording. 

 

Sunday 4 April  Easter Sunday 

  8.00 pm vigil Church Rodriguez family 

    Robertson family 

    The people of the parish 

  9.30 am Church Peter Abbott RIP 

  Hall  Antony Mukoro 

  5.30 pm Church Ints of the Keane family 

  Hall  Ints of the Cotter family 
 

Monday 5 April  Monday within the Octave of Easter 

10.00 am Church Christiane Saide RIP 

  6.00 pm Church Maureen Wallace & Michael Byrne  
        RIP 
 

Tuesday 6 April  Tuesday within the Octave of Easter 

10.00 am Church Josie Croft RIP 

  Noon  Church Mass for Anthony Walsh RIP 

    (CLOSED) 

  6.00 pm Church Martin Calver RIP (1st anniv) 
 

Wednesday 7 April  Wed’day within the Octave of Easter 

10.00 am Church Ints of Mary Bradford 

  6.00 pm Church Peter Oke RIP 
 

Thursday   8 April  Thursday within the Octave of Easter 
10.00 am Church Private ints of the Holmes family 
  6.00 pm   Church  Kate Dillon (65th b’day) 
 

Friday 9 April  Friday within the Octave of Easter  
10.00 am Church Michael & Bridie RIP 
  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church Patrick Hunt RIP (1st anniv) 
   

Saturday 10 April  Saturday within the Octave of Easter 

10.00 am Church Benefactors & promoters of the  
    Claver Sisters 
  6.00 pm vigil Church Michael O’Sullivan RIP 
 

Sunday 11 April  Second Sunday of Easter 

  9.30 am Church Marie Hayock RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Welfare of Sr Immaculata & Sr  

    Patricia 
 

Monday 12 April  Feria 

10.00 am Church Kit Murphy RIP 

  6.00 pm Church Welfare of Marie France 
 

Tuesday 13 April  Feria 

10.00 am Church Peter Calderwood RIP 

  6.00 pm Church Rahul Neelamkavil (40th birthday) 

 

Wednesday 14 April Feria 

10.00 am Church Monica Grima RIP 
  6.00 pm Church Dec’d benefactors & promoters of  
    the Claver Sisters 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Maria Muoghalu,  
Rosanna Cook, Raymond McGee, Helen Renshaw. Anthony Walsh, Pauline Wood, Stephen Jones, Chris Durbin, Anthony Harte. 

 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Jane Keappock, Martha Brown, Gian Bianco Inzani, Constantino          
Basconcillo, Mary & Jack O’Malley, Anne Barber, Jay Leader, Martin Calver, Patrick Keegan, ViKtor Ugincius, Kate Marshall, Patrick 
Hunt, Peter Ward, Moses Ganya, Nicholas Gorman, John Edet, Terence Arnaud, Rainer Stuper, Harry Bradford, Sarah Chaplin, Ellen 
McGrath, Zoran Jovic, David Gardner, Mike Eilers, Fr Michael Hayes, Vincenzo Colonnese, Sheila Wilson, Margaret Baker, Clifford 
Hart, Mng Michael Smith, Fr Thomas Laundy. 

 

We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John 
Crouch, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Sarah Dunmore, Cecil 
Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Noreen Griffiths, 
Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen 
Hayes, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, 
Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Robert Moyle, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian    
Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Bob Swan, Philippa Tolley, 
Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield, Pauline 
Wood, Terry Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

During this time when we are all trying to keep safe, our 
priests would prefer that you do not call at the Presbytery 

without first making an appointment. 
Our clergy can all be contacted by email and by phone 

(details on the front page.) 

 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday.  

 

The Parish Office is closed to all callers. 
If you need assistance please email the office or leave a 

clear message on the phone. 

 
Thursday 15 April  Feria 
10.00 am Church Eileen McLafferty RIP 
  6.00 pm   Church  Ints of the Claver Sisters 
 

Friday 16 April  Feria 

  9.00 am Church Vincenzo Colonnese RIP 
10.30 pm Church Requiem for Peter Perdoni 
(CLOSED) 

  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church Joshua Mukoro 
  

Saturday 17 April  Feria 

10.00 am Church Mary Favell RIP (1st anniv) 
  6.00 pm vigil Church Richard & Mabel Graves RIP 
 

Sunday 18 April  Third Sunday of Easter 

  9.30 am Church Ann Margaret Wood RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Mary Morley RIP 
 

Some intentions have had to be moved.  This has been unavoidable 

and we apologise that we are unable to contact some of those who 



LAST SUNDAY JESUS 
said these words in the 

gospel reading, to the 
background of what on-
lookers thought was a 
thunderclap: ‘Now is the 

judgment of this world, 
now the ruler of this 

world will be driven out. 
And when I am lifted up 

from the earth, I shall 
draw all people to my-

self.’ (John 12:31-32) 
These words should be 
ringing in our ears as we 
embark this weekend on 
the most sacred time of the 

year, Holy Week. The 
picture here shows Pope 
Francis last Good Friday 
lifting up the cross.  This 

weekend is also special for 
us here as we reopen for some public worship for the first time 
this year.  As you will imagine what we are doing this Palm  
Sunday and this week is different from what we did two years 
ago and before that because of current restrictions, but we still 

have a precious opportunity once more to enter into the suffer-
ings, death and triumph of the Lord.  Our thanks go to stewards, 
office staff, cleaners, singers, altar servers and readers for     
making all this possible this Holy Week.  Please make sure you 
abide by the regulations we have to follow to safeguard each 

other’s health and safety. 

Jesus says that he will ‘draw all people’ to himself.  During 
Lent we have been helped in our understanding of his words by 

the document we have focussed on in our parish Lent            
programme - the Holy Father’s new encyclical letter, Fratelli 
Tutti. We have had really good Zoom discussions after the 
Wednesday evening sessions and I am grateful to our webmaster 

Steve Hewitt for making the slides and links available on the 
parish website and to those who arranged for the talks to be   
recorded. During the Holy Father’s reflection on the parable of 
the Good Samaritan the Holy Father writes this: ‘Jesus asks us 

to be present to those in need of help, regardless of whether 
or not they belong to our social group…he challenges us to 

put aside all differences and, in the face of suffering, to draw 
near to others with no questions asked. I should no longer 

say that I have neighbours to help, but that I must myself be 

a neighbour to others.’ (section 81)  The pope’s letter reiterates 
constantly the need to break down barriers and borders - among 
countries and communities, and within our own hearts.  One 

reason why this was such an important text for us to look at this 
Lent is that Jesus drawing all people to himself, regardless of 
background or nationality, is at the heart of what Holy Week is 

about. Amidst so much 
hatred and competitive-

ness in the world, and in 
the middle of a terrible 
health crisis which has 
brought so much suffering 

and death, the universal 
message of the Cross gives 
us strength and confi-
dence: but it also helps us 
discern what it is about our 

faith which makes us dif-
ferent. You have only to 
look at a crucifix - and 
sadly because of the re-

strictions you won’t be 
able to come and kiss it on 
Friday - to see how     
counter-‘cultural’ Christi-
anity really is.  No expert 

in marketing or advertising 
would come up with a 

depiction of a man nailed to a cross and dying as an attractive 
symbol - indeed for many it’s positively off-putting.  That’s the 
whole point: the Lord, ‘lifted up’ challenges us in every way, all 

our ways of thinking, all our sins, all our inadequacies; and he 
challenges too the ways in which people get things wrong.  That 
is why Jesus says ‘Now is the judgment of this world, now the 
ruler of this world will be driven out.’ 

In our final parish Lent talk last Wednesday we talked about 
specific ways in which the pope’s letter can help us in our      

process of renewal in this parish, especially as we begin to open 
our doors again, hesitantly and with care. There are many priori-
ties for us at this time, but four in particular emerge from listen-
ing and taking to heart the Holy Father’s words: the need to 

learn more about our faith, putting first the needs of the poor 
and suffering, the need to break down border and barriers in our 
hearts and in our community and the needs of migrants and  
refugees.  In this Holy Week we draw near to the Saviour of the 

world, ‘lifted up’ hesitantly, possibly even fearfully (and we 
can’t really draw near to each other very much at the moment); 
we should ask the Lord Jesus, drawing all people to himself, to 
give us the grace we need to live out the message of the crucifix-
ion in our lives and in the life of our parish.  Please also pray for 

the Holy Father in Rome this week, as he leads the world in 
prayer and worship. 

    Fr Ashley 
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Fr. Ashley Beck ~ 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FROM PALM SUNDAY TO EASTER DAY 

We are happy to re-open our church for Palm Sunday.  However, to comply with the current  

regulations, and in our continued efforts to maintain the safety of our parishioners, the main  

celebrations during Holy Week are only for those who have a pre-booked seat. 

No one can be allowed into the church or the hall if they are not on the list. 

The morning and evening Masses on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday are open to all 

 
Saturday 27 March 

Mass at 10.00 am (closed) 

Confessions from 10.40 - 12.30 (open to all) 

Vigil Mass for Palm Sunday 6.00 pm in the church 

(pre booked ticket only) 

 

Palm Sunday 

Mass at 9.30 am in the church and in the hall (pre booked ticket only) 

Adoration and Benediction from 4.00 pm (closed) 

Mass at 5.30 pm in the church (pre-booked ticket only) 

 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

Mass at 10.00 am and at 6.00 pm (open to all) 

 

Wednesday at 7.00 pm Stations of the Cross (closed) 

 
Maundy Thursday 

9.30 Rosary (closed) 
Morning Prayer at 10.00 am (closed) 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 8.00 pm (pre-booked ticket only) 
Evening Prayer at 6.00 pm (closed) 
Night Prayer at 10.00 pm (closed) 

 
Good Friday 

9.30 Rosary (closed) 
Morning Prayer at 10.00 am (closed) 

Children’s Liturgy at 11.00 am (pre-booked ticket only) 
 

Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 
at 3.00 pm in the church and in the hall (pre-booked ticket only) 

 
Evening Prayer at 6.00 pm 

Stations of the Cross at 7.00 pm (pre-booked ticket only) 
Divine Mercy at 8.00 pm (open) 

Night Prayer at 10.00 pm (closed) 
 

Holy Saturday 
Rosary at 9.30 pm (closed) 

Morning Prayer at 10.00 am (closed) 
10.30 am - 12.30 - Confessions (open to all) 

Evening Prayer at 6.00 pm (closed) 
 

Easter Vigil 
8.00 pm (pre-booked ticket only) 

 
Easter Day 

Mass at 9.30 am in the church and in the hall  
(pre-booked ticket only) 

 
Mass at 5.30 pm in the church and in the hall  

(pre-booked ticket only) 
 
 
 



 

ROSIE’S CHOIR – CAFOD LENTEN CHALLENGE 
As they enter the last week of their daily Lenten        
challenge, Barbara, Clare, Dawn, Deirdre, Jan, Patricia 
and Trudy have already walked, danced and crocheted 
over 700 miles.  Please support their efforts to help 
CAFOD end water poverty by donating to their         
JustGiving page at: 

 https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Rosies-Choir 

 

 CollecTin 
Covid restrictions still prevent 
us passing the basket round 

at Mass but we do have a new 
gadget endorsed by the  

Diocese which enables you to 
give using a contactless card 
payment.  It is very straight-
forward and someone will be 

on hand to help, if you feel like 
giving it a go. 

 

EASTER OFFERING FOR YOUR PRIESTS 

As you will be aware, Catholic priests do not take a  
salary so they rely on your generosity at Christmas & 
Easter as a thank you for all they do for their parish.   

Easter gifts MUST be shown to be for the priests, so that 
if you give online you will need to set up a separate pay-

ment labelled Easter offering for it to reach them 

You can give by:  
Bank Transfer with the reference ‘Easter offering’  

Special Gift Aid envelope if you are a Gift Aider, or a 
blank envelope with your GA number on the front.  

HELPING CATHOLICS TO RETURN 

Do you have a friend or relative who has been away 

from the church and would like support or encourage-

ment to return? 

We invite them to contact a team that offers a non-

judgemental forum to help them reconnect with their 

Catholic faith at:  landingsbeckenham@gmail.com 

300 Club 

Congratulations to our two winners for March. 

. 

No 150 - £150, Mrs Hazel Brookes 
No 189 - £100, Mr Peter Wiseman 

THE BIBLE TIMELINE COURSE 
Understand the Bible from start to finish, the Old and New Testament, with this FREE worldwide-famous course 

delivered online LIVE by Mauro Lannicelli. 
Starts on 7th April  at 7.00 pm (Eight Wednesday evening sessions). 

Info & Registration: www.comeandsee.org 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
Fr Steve has decided that until further notice communion 

will be distributed after the dismissal.  Stewards will 
direct people when it is their turn to receive communion 

and they will then be required to leave the church 
through the exit indicated by the stewards.  Please do 
not congregate outside the church but leave the way 

clear for others to leave safely. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Rosies-Choir
mailto:landingsbeckenham@gmail.com
http://www.comeandsee.org


Holy Week reflections 

 

 
From Sunday March 28 to Sunday April 4  

one of our ministers will present  
a video to help you reflect on the following themes during the week:  

 
Palm Sunday - Entry into Jerusalem 

Monday - Jesus in the temple  
Tuesday - Foot washing  

Wednesday - Last supper  
Maundy Thursday - Peter's denial  

Good Friday - Crucifixion  
Holy Saturday - Jesus' burial  
Easter Sunday - Resurrection 

You can watch each reflection at any time during the day on our 

YouTube channel at:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPSc8fwp4LwP5KOwD-ByExQ  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPSc8fwp4LwP5KOwD-ByExQ


 

This list shows only the Masses being said this week and 
their Intentions. 

The full schedule of services is on p2. 
 

Sunday 28 March  Palm Sunday 

  6.00 pm vigil Church Pauline Wood RIP 

    Wellbeing of the Duval family 
  9.30 am Church Tony Duggan RIP 

  Hall  Olwen Holmes RIP (10th anniv) 

  5.30 pm Church Peter Kelleher (1st anniv) 

    Ints of the Ewings family 
   
Monday 29 March  Monday of Holy Week  

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church Ints of the Hickey family 
  Noon  Church Funeral of Terence McCarthy  
    (CLOSED) 
  6.00 pm Church Ints of Bernard & Pauline   
    Postlethwaite 
 

Tuesday 30 March  Tuesday of Holy Week 

10.00 am Church Ints of the O’Keefe family 

  6.00 pm Church Ints of Sr Monica 
 

Wednesday 31 March Wednesday of Holy Week 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church Joanne Jones RIP  

  6.00 pm Church Ints of the Catenians 
 

Thursday 1 April  Maundy Thursday 
 8.00 pm Church Dec’d members of the Lennon family 
    Ints of the Salesians 

    Ints of the Richard’s family 
 
Friday 2 April  Good Friday 
No Masses   —————— 
 

Saturday 3 April  Feria 
  8.00 pm Church Ints of the Rodriguez family 
    Ints of the Robertson family 
    For the people of the parish 
 
Sunday 4 April  Easter Day 
  9.30 am Church Peter Abbott RIP 

  Hall  Ints of Anthony Mukoro 

  5.30 pm Church Ints of the Keane family 

  Hall  Ints of the Cotter family 
 

Some intentions have had to be moved.  This is unavoidable 

and we apologise that we are unable to contact some of those 

who requested the Masses that have had their date and times 

changed. 
 

The collection on Good Friday is decreed by the pope to 

be taken up for the Holy Places.  These are the places  

connected to Our Lord’s Passion and have always been 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Maria Muoghalu, Rosanna Cook, Terence McCarthy, Raymond McGee, Helen        
Renshaw, Anthony Walsh, Pauline Wood, Chris Durbin, Anthony Hart, Ronald Micallef. 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Maureen Turner, Austin Waldron, Hugh Beck, Deacon Ray Zacaroli,  
Daphne Rowe, Jose-Urbano Blanchet, Sandra Naughton, Johanna Walsh, Mario de Pascalis, Kathleen Scanlon, Mary J Edet, Peter 
Abbott. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John 
Crouch, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Sarah Dunmore, Cecil 
Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Consuela Glynn, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, 
Patsy Grey, Noreen Griffiths, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hat-
field, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Peter Anthony Jones, Stephen Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly,    
Antony & Richard Kirin, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, 
Robert Moyle, John Parker, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder,  
David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Bob Swan, Kathleen Sylvester, Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, 
Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield, Terry Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

 
 

ONLINE GIVING – CORONAVIRUS 
Whilst our church is closed the Coronavirus is affecting us 
materially as well as spiritually.  Bills keep coming.  A 
good many parishioners already give via standing order or 
electronically.  This is a real lifeline for the church.  If you 
can pay online, it not only assists with the admin but is 
also great for social distancing.  Our bank details are: 

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

 
Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite via the 

DONATE option. 

During this time when we are all trying to keep safe, our 
priests would prefer that you do not call at the Presbytery 

without first making an appointment. 
Our clergy can all be contacted by email and by phone 

(details on the front page). 
 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday.  

 
The Parish Office is closed to all callers. 

If you need assistance please email the office or leave a 
clear message on the phone. 

Your offerings last week amounted to £2791.04 
Thank you 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


 
The Confirmation of young adults at St Edmunds 
is one of the highlights of the year for our parish 
community.  As the final sacrament of initiation 
into the life of the Church, Confirmation should 
be a great celebration.  Sadly, like so many     
aspects of our parish life and life in general, our 
Confirmation programme of 2020 fell victim to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  When the first lock-
down began some of our 2020 candidates had 
barely started their classes whilst some were 
well on their way to being prepared to receive 
the sacrament.  This challenge combined with 
the continuing uncertainty of the route out of 
lockdown has hampered efforts to plot a way for-
ward.  We understand that this has been frustrat-
ing for many parents and young adults.  Please 
bear with us as we strive to discern the best way 
forward for last year’s candidates.  We will keep 
you all informed through the newsletter as our 
plans take shape. 
 
These are times of great change; for so many 
years Bishop Pat has been a welcome visitor to 
St Edmunds each summer to administer the  
sacrament of Confirmation to our large groups of 
candidates.  With Bishop Pat’s retirement in    
November last year we will sadly no longer be 
treated to his true stories, some of which actually 
happened.  At the same time after many years 
leading our Confirmation programme Deacon 
Sean has decided that it is time to step back 
from this to focus on other areas and has        
entrusted the running of the programme to Ticcy 
Colling, Sandy Misquitta and Ray Williamson.  
Ticcy has been a vital part of the Confirmation 
programme for many years and her wise counsel 
is invaluable.  Both Sandy and Ray are in        
formation for the permanent Diaconate and are 
well aware that Deacon Sean is a hard act to fol-
low; we are enormously grateful for his endeav-
ours over those years.  We are working in the 
background to find the most straightforward way 
to complete the preparation of the 2020 candi-
dates so that they may be Confirmed later this 
year; hopefully once restrictions are eased so  

 
that it can once again be a joyful celebration. 
 
We are also sadly losing some of our dedicated 
catechists.  We are indebted to them for their  
efforts, often over many years in preparing our 
candidates for Confirmation.   
 
In the coming months, we will be developing a 
format that is suitable and befits the current      
circumstances in order to prepare our candi-
dates.  This programme will be closely integrated 
with the process of parish renewal which the 
whole clergy team is committed to progressing.  
Young people are the future of our parish com-
munity and it is vital that we prepare them as well 
as we can to become intentional disciples, 
spreading the Good News through their lives.  It 
is our hope that in future the families of candi-
dates will be more actively involved in the prep-
aration. 
 
There is much work for the Confirmation team to 
do and we would like to ask for your prayers as 
we discern the best way forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Ray, Ticcy and Sandy 
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PARISH LENT COURSE 

POPE FRANCIS AND THE FUTURE 

THE MESSAGE OF FRATELLI TUTTI 

 

24 March Fraternity in the World 

live-streamed from the church 

FINAL ONE IN SERIES 
The text of the Holy Father’s letter can be found at 

www.vatican.va 

 

Afterwards you will have the chance to join a Zoom  

questions and discussion session;  

A link will be posted on the parish website together with 
the slides from the talk.. 

SECOND ONLINE COFFEE MORNING 
FRIDAY 26 March 

11.00 am -  12.00 noon 
Following the success of last month's virtual coffee 
morning when many of our parishioners met together on 
Zoom, we are looking forward to the second one next 
Friday. 

Event link to join the Zoom Meeting:   
https://zoom.us/j/94411839662?

pwd=QnFHTjFWZk9xdjhmRElxeEVxdE1QQT09 
Meeting ID: 944 1183 9662 

Passcode: 116028 
 

We are really pleased that Gloria Brown the president of 
our own Catholic Women’s League will be present to 

say a little about the work of the CWL  

 

COLLECTION FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS AND 
REFUGEES IN LONDON 

Each year we would normally have a collection for the 
London Catholic Worker Community before Easter.  Fr 
Ashley would drive his car to north London laden with 
your donations and the many Easter treats that you so 
generously gave. 
The House has received no physical gifts from our     
parish for over a year now and will not do so for quite 
some time.  When we can hold our collection for them 
they have recently issued an updated list of items they 
most need and there are a few items that haven’t been 
on the list previously; chopped tomatoes, peanut butter, 
cooking oil, kidney beans, lentils, chickpeas, easy-cook 
rice, basmati rice, brown rice, oats, couscous, noodles, 
white vinegar, hummus, nutritional yeast, tahini, soy 
sauce, spices & herbs, honey, muesli, breakfast cereal, 
fruit juice & squash, herbal teabags, chilli sauce, nuts & 
seeds.  They would also welcome toilet paper, tooth-
brushes, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, liquid soap 
and razors.  For cleaning, eco-friendly products if possi-
ble:  anti-bac spray, bicarbonate of soda, multi-purpose 
cleaner, laundry detergent and floor cleaner, and NEW 
men’s underwear in M-XL, candles and tea-lights and 
umbrellas. 

Please don’t bring anything in just yet. 
This community relies entirely on donations to feed the 
men it shelters.  Donations of money are used to pay 
utility bills, volunteer and guest expenses, building     
repairs, printing and household supplies. 
There are several ways to donate: 
Online banking: London Catholic Worker,  
Triodos Bank.  
Sort code 16 58 10  
Acc No 20066996  
Paypal: visit www.londoncatholicworker.org 

 
Thank you for your great generosity. 

ROSIE’S CHOIR – CAFOD LENTEN CHALLENGE 

The seven members of Rosie’s Choir who have taken up 
CAFOD’S challenge are now three quarters of the way 

through their task and are still walking, dancing or  
crocheting every day to raise money to help end water 
poverty.  If you are able to support their efforts with a 
donation please visit their JustGiving page at https://

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Rosies-Choir 

TUESDAY 23 MARCH 
Next Tuesday, the anniversary of the first lockdown in 
England, has been designated a national day of re-
flection.  Alongside this the Bishops Conference has 
asked for it to be a day of prayer; we have Exposition 
live-streamed from the church for most of every day but 
you might want to make a special effort to join in this on 
Tuesday.  This is part of the statement which has been 
issued by the Cardinal on behalf of the bishops: 
 
'We reflect in sorrow on all those who have died, 
whether family members, friends or those unknown 
to us personally.  We pray for them, asking our    
Father to welcome them into their heavenly home, 
the destiny for which God first gave us the gift of 
life.  We reflect with compassion on all those who 
have suffered during this last year, whether through 
illness, stress, financial disaster or family tensions.  
We pray for their ongoing resilience, courage and 
capacity to forgive.  We reflect with thanksgiving for 
the generosity, inventiveness, self-sacrifice and 
determination shown by so many in this most diffi-
cult of times...'  (full text on the website of the Bishops 
Conference and Independent Catholic News). 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Rosies-Choir
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Rosies-Choir


Palm Sunday 

Vigil Mass for Palm Sunday 6.00 pm  Church & Hall 
 

Mass at 9.30 am  Church & Hall  

Mass at 5.30  Church & Hall 
 

Maundy Thursday 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 8.00 pm Church only 

 

Good Friday 
Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion  Church & Hall 

 

Holy Saturday 
Easter Vigil 8.00 pm  Church only 

 
Easter Day 

Mass at 9.30 am   Church & Hall 
Mass at 5.30 pm   Church & Hall 

We need readers for all the services listed above.  
This year there are fewer readings than usual to keep 
the services shorter, as directed by the diocese, but 

because we are having services in the Hall as well as 
in the church we are still looking for quite a number of  

volunteers. 
Rosemary Ekong, who arranges all the readers needs 
to know NOW if you wish to read at any service next 

week so please email her at: 
r.ekong@ucl.ac.uk stating which services you will be 

attending. 
 

As ALL these services will be entry by ticket only, 
please book your place first.  If you are having trouble 

doing this please contact the parish office.  

HOLY WEEK PREPARATION 
Pathways to Christ’s Passion’ 

Don’t forget to sign up for Dom Henry Wansbrugh’s 
trilogy of webinars for Holy Week. 
This webinar series offers an opportunity to increase 
personal insights into the historical context and     
theology expressed in the synoptic Gospels, the  
Gospel according to John and the writings of St Paul, 
with a view to understanding what the Resurrection 
means for the mission of the Church and for our   
spirituality. 
 

Places need to be booked through the EventBrite link  
where you will also find more information on the 
talks:  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pathways-to-christs-
passion-synoptic-gospels-johnand-writings-of-paul-
tickets-1398508767  
 
There is also more information about the talks on 
the Diocesan website. 
 

For any queries, please contact Holy Innocents' 
parish office by email: orpington@rcaos.org.uk 
alternatively orpingtonpcrgo@rcaos.org.uk  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Friday 26 March 

We will be praying 'The Way of the Cross through 
the voices of Victims' prepared by the Archdiocese 

of Regina in Canada. 
At each Station you will hear different voices: the 

words, pain and anguish of victims of clergy sexual 
abuse, how they are crucified, and the crosses they 

bear.  

THE WAY OF THE CROSS – ONLINE SERVICES 
An invitation from the Royal School of Church Music 
Join us on our YouTube channel here during Holy 
Week and on Easter Day for four short services with 
choral contributions, led by Revd Canon Peter      
Moger.   

Jesus’ agony, betrayal and denial 
Tuesday 30 March, 6.30 pm 
Jesus’ trial and crucifixion 

Wednesday 31 March, 6.30 pm 
Jesus’ death and burial 
Friday 2 April, 6.30 pm 

Jesus’ resurrection 

Sunday 4 April, 6.30 pm 

 
 
 

  

 

 

From 12.00 noon last Tuesday The Passage has run 
a campaign with the Big Give; this is an online 
matched giving scheme to raise funds for No Night 
Out. Anything that you donate to The Passage via 
The Big Give website before noon next Wed-nesday 
24 March will be doubled at no extra cost to you. 
     

Double your Donation, Double your impact 
How it works 

If someone (it can be company, individual or trust)
gives £10 online, matched giving of £10 would bring 
the Gift up to £20 (and for individuals to £22.50 with 
Gift Aid with higher rate tax relief it may cost the donor 
less than £10). 
  

Donate at https://tinyurl.com/NoNightOut 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We would like to invite you to join Aid to the Church in 
Need for our first-ever Lenten Sunday Lunch, to 
share a meal (virtually, of course!) and enjoy a vibrant       
programme of prayer, music and video testimony with 
our brothers and sisters in Lebanon.  The Lunch is in 
support of the St John the Merciful Table in Zahle, 
which feeds around 1,500 struggling Christian families 
and refugees with one hot meal every day of the year.  
 
During the event we will hear live from Archbishop 
John Darwish, Archdiocese of Furzol, Zahle and the 
Bekaa Valley, who helps run the project, and many of 
the  people who rely on the Table for their daily meal.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwix-JSo54_SAhWCShQKHfSXD6AQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.keyword-suggestions.com%2FY2hyaXN0aWFuICBjcm9zcw%2F&psig=AFQjCNEoBWKUTpsaU9-_NfJp1j4o50Oucw&ust=14871692268
https://rscm.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=18685bbbacc47514a4925d925&id=f0aa3fd560&e=482abf06ba
https://tinyurl.com/NoNightOut


 

IN THE CHURCH 
Our church is closed until Saturday evening.  Welcome back!. 

 

Sunday 21 March  Fifth Sunday in Lent 

  9.30 am Church Dec’d benefactors & promoters of  

    the Claver Sisters 

  5.30 pm Church Daniel Stephens RIP 
 

Monday 22 March  Feria  

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church Daniel White RIP (1st anniv) 

  6.00 pm Church Barbara Oke RIP 
 

Tuesday 23 March  Feria 

10.00 am Church Bessie Boudville RIP 
11.30 am Church Requiem of Raymond & Angela  
    Willis (CLOSED) 

  6.00 pm Church Mim Jennings RIP 
 

Wednesday 24 March Feria 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church Martin Leigh RIP  
  6.00 pm Church Welfare of Roxanne, Isabelle &  
    Samuel Brelu-Brelu 

  7.30 pm Church Fifth of Fr Ashley’s Lenten Talks 
 

Thursday 25 March  The Annunciation of the Lord 
10.00 am Church Luzminda Eguia RIP 
   Noon Church Requiem of Deacon Bill Boyd  
    (CLOSED) 
  6.00 pm   Church  Maureen Curtin RIP 
 

Friday 26 March  Feria 
  9.30 am Church Rosary    
10.00 am Church Mary & Joe Kairis (anniv) 
 11.30 am Church Requiem of Mabel Graves (CLOSED) 
  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church Marie Hayock RIP 
  7.00 pm Church Stations of the Cross CLOSED  
 

Saturday 27 March  Feria 
10.00 am Church Ints of the Judge Family 
10.40 - noon Church Confession  
  6.00 pm vigil Church Pauline Wood RIP 

  6.00 pm vigil  Hall  Wellbeing of the Duval Family 
 

Sunday 28 March  Palm Sunday 

  9.30 am Church Olwen Holmes RIP (10th anniv) 

  9.30 am Hall  Tony Duggan RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Peter Kelleher RIP (1st anniv) 

  5.30 pm Hall  Ints of the Ewings Family 
 

Some intentions due for this week have had to be moved.  This 

has been unavoidable and we apologise that we are unable to 

contact some of those who requested the Masses that have had 

their date and times changed. 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Maria Muoghalu, Mabel Graves, Richard Armstrong, Rosanna Cook, Terence       
McCarthy, Raymond McGee, Papa Mbala Crispin, Pedro nel Rieveros, Helen Renshaw, Anthony Walsh, Pauline Wood, Stephen 
Jones, William John O’Neill, Teresa Kofi and Peter Perdoni./ 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Dr Daniel White, Ellen White, Magda Wouters, Kathleen Cosgrove, Silvia 
Amiri, Sydney John Perkins, Sadie Rance, Yvonne Morrison, Martin Leigh, Catherine O’Marney, Patrick Pettican, John Taylor, Beth 
Rose Nee, Kweku Ansah,  Kath Carr, Susannah Hayes,  
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John 
Crouch, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Sarah Dunmore, Cecil 
Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Consuela Glynn, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, 
Noreen Griffiths, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen 
Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Rosy Lobo, 
Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Robert Moyle, Eva Perjesi, John 
Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Bob Swan, 
Kathleen Sylvester, Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, 
Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield, Terry Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

 

ONLINE GIVING – CORONAVIRUS 
Whilst our church is closed the Coronavirus is affecting us 
materially as well as spiritually.  Bills keep coming.  A 
good many parishioners already give via standing order or 
electronically.  This is a real lifeline for the church.  If you 
can pay online, it not only assists with the admin but is 
also great for social distancing.  Our bank details are: 

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

 
Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite via the 

DONATE option. 

READINGS FOR PALM SUNDAY 

Year B, Cycle 1, Psalter Week 2 

Isaiah 50:4-7 
Psalms 22 

Philippians 2:8-9 
Mark 14:1-15:47 or Mark 15:1-39 

During this time when we are all trying to keep safe, our 
priests would prefer that you do not call at the Presbytery 

without first making an appointment. 
Our clergy can all be contacted by email and by phone 

(details on the front page). 
 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday.  

 
The Parish Office is closed to all callers. 

If you need assistance please email the office or leave a 
clear message on the phone. 

Your offerings last week amounted to £3136.42 
Thank you 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


Thank you for your patience and understanding during the closure of St Edmund ’s.  We hope to open our 

doors  for the vigil Mass on Palm Sunday, so that once again the empty space can be filled with people. 

We are guided by the Bishops of England and Wales Conference in how we carry out these special church 

services:  they will be shorter than is usual, with for example, fewer readings, no congregational singing, no 
washing of feet or veneration of the cross, no altar of repose. 

Most importantly though we still have to observe strict protocols on social distancing and sanitizing so that 
admittance to every service will be by pre-booked ticket and masks must be worn. 

Details of how to book your seats will be emailed to you shortly. 

Saturday 27 March 

Mass at 10.00 am (closed) 

Confessions from 10.40 - noon 

Vigil Mass for Palm Sunday 6.00 pm in the church and in the hall  

(pre booked ticket only) 

 

Palm Sunday 

Mass at 9.30 am in the church and in the hall (pre booked ticket only) 

Adoration and Benediction from 4.00 pm  

Mass at 5.30 pm in the church and in the hall (ticket only) 

 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

Mass at 10.00 am and at 6.00 pm (open) 

 

Wednesday at 7.00 pm Stations of the Cross (closed) 

 
Maundy Thursday 

Morning Prayer at 10.00 am (closed) 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 8.00 pm (ticket only) 

Night Prayer at 10.00 pm (closed) 
 

Good Friday 
Morning Prayer at 10.00 am (closed) 

Children’s Liturgy at 11.00 am (closed tbc) 
 

Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 
at 3.00 pm in the church and in the hall (ticket only) 

Stations of the Cross at 7.00 pm (ticket only) 
 

Holy Saturday 
Morning Prayer at 10.00 am (closed) 
10.30 am - 12.00 noon - Confessions 

 
Easter Vigil 

8.00 pm (ticket only) 
 

Easter Day 
Mass at 9.30 am in the church and in the hall (ticket only) 
Mass at 5.30 pm in the church and in the hall (ticket only) 

 
This is subject to change 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 
Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP       
Email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
Website: www.saintedmunds.net 
Phone:  020 8650 0970 
 
Fr. Steve Wymer ~ Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck ~ 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. David Atuanya CSSp ~ 020 8650 7533 - davidatuanya@rcaos.org.uk 
Deacon Sean Murphy ~ 020 3490 5693 - seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk  
Deacon Duncan Aitkins ~ 07957 861 404 - duncanaitkins@rcaos.org.uk 

14 March 2021  
                           Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
020 8650 6313  

patdevine13@gmail.com  
Missionary Sisters of   

St. Peter Claver  
89 Shortlands Road, BR2 0JL  

020 8313 3915  
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com  

Nearly there………. 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com


 

PARISH LENT COURSE 

POPE FRANCIS AND THE FUTURE 

THE MESSAGE OF FRATELLI TUTTI 

St Patrick’s day, 17 March  

Peace and Forgiveness  
 

live-streamed from the church 

ALL WELCOME 

 

The text of the Holy Father’s letter can be found at 
www.vatican.va 

 

Afterwards you will have the chance to join a Zoom  

questions and discussion session;  

A link will be posted on the parish FaceBook page. 

This week is the Dementia Week of Prayer.  Let us 
keep in our thoughts all the members of our Thursday 
Drop In Café who haven’t been able to gather in the 
Hall for a year now. 

 

The group had one lovely get together in Kelsey Park 
during the summer when the rules relaxed a little and 
they have been receiving a monthly newsletter to keep 
them in touch. 

 

We hope they will be able to get together very soon. 

HOLY WEEK PREPARATION 
Pathways to Christ’s Passion’ 

Everyone is invited to prepare for Holy Week by join-
ing a trilogy of webinars entitled ‘Pathways to Christ’s   
Passion’ which will be led by the renowned biblical 
scholar Father Henry Wansbrough, a Benedictine 
monk based at Ampleforth Abbey.  Fr Wansbrough 
will guide participants through the dramatic narratives 
of the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus so 
that it will be possible to gain a deeper understanding 
of these powerful events.  This webinar series offers 
an opportunity to increase personal insights into the  
historical context and theology expressed in the   
synoptic Gospels, the Gospel according to John and 
the writings of St Paul, with a view to understanding 
what the Resurrection means for the mission of the 
Church and for our spirituality. 
 

Places need to be booked through the EventBrite link 
below where you will also find more information on 
the talks: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pathways-to-
christs-passion-synoptic-gospels-johnand-writings-of-
paul-tickets-1398508767  
 

In case you need any encouragement to sign up for 
these talks, below are some words that Fr Ashley 
wrote in the newsletter of January 24.  ‘In my view 
the best one now in this country is the Revised New 
Jerusalem Bible (DLT 2019), largely the work of the 
Benedictine scholar at Ampleforth, Dom Henry 
Wansbrough (known to some of you).  It’s outstand-
ing and not very expensive - note that Catholic Bibles 
are expected to have at least some brief explanatory 
notes, and Fr Henry’s  are excellent.’ 
 
There is also more information on the Diocesan 
website. 
 

For any queries, please contact Holy Innocents' 
parish office by email: orpington@rcaos.org.uk 
alternatively orpingtonpcrgo@rcaos.org.uk  

Mothering Sunday 
 

Today is Mothering Sunday, so let us remember  
mothers throughout the world.  Those who are still with 
us, and those who have died.  Let us remember those 

who we are unable to visit at the moment and whom we 
hope to see soon.  

Let us also pray to Mary, the Mother of God for her   
intercession for all mums. 

 

 
The recent online news letter 
from St Christopher’s Hospice 
mentioned that St Anthony’s 
Catholic Primary School in 
Anerley has taken on a 40 

miles in 40 days challenge. The school has already 
smashed their fundraising target of £2,000 - but maybe 
some  parishioners at St Edmund’s would like to help 
them do even better please  visit their JustGiving page 

https://stchristophers.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3127c54e103e3f4c0281617e0&id=834d913234&e=933231d27b
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwix-JSo54_SAhWCShQKHfSXD6AQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.keyword-suggestions.com%2FY2hyaXN0aWFuICBjcm9zcw%2F&psig=AFQjCNEoBWKUTpsaU9-_NfJp1j4o50Oucw&ust=14871692268


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

A message from David Dimbleby 
on behalf of The Passage...  

 

Dear friends, 
I hope you are all coping well with the restrictions  im-
posed by the pandemic. 
  

As a local resident, I have been a keen supporter of 
The Passage for many years.  Having visited their  
Resource Centre, I have seen first-hand how people 
unfortunate enough to be street homeless will always 
receive a warm welcome, a shower, clean clothes and 
a good breakfast followed by the first steps towards 
tailored support into accommodation and employment, 
and vital help with health issues. 
  

The pandemic fundamentally changed how The    
Passage helps those who are homeless.  They contin-
ued to run frontline services and adapted quickly to 
move hundreds of people into temporary hotel accom-
modation.  This gave the charity a unique opportunity 
to address their clients’ needs and help them find safe 
routes off the streets. 
  

However, there is now a new group of people at     
immediate risk of becoming street homeless due to 
the economic crisis.  The Passage is committed to 
preventing people from sleeping out; even one night 
can have a devastating effect and make recovery and 
resettlement much more difficult.  In response, they 
have developed No Night Out, a new service provid-
ing safe, temporary accommodation, combined with 
specialist support matched to people’s specific needs. 
It offers clients long-term solutions to help prevent 
homelessness. 
  

From 12.00 noon on Tuesday 16 March, The Passage 
is running a campaign with the Big Give; this is an 
online matched giving scheme to raise the funds for 
No Night Out. Anything that you donate to The     
Passage via The Big Give website before noon on 
Wednesday 24 March will be doubled at no extra cost 
to yourself.  I do hope we can all help to support this 
excellent initiative. 
  

Yours faithfully, 
     David Dimbleby 

      
     see next column 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We would like to invite you to join Aid to the Church in 
Need for our first-ever Lenten Sunday Lunch, to 
share a meal (virtually, of course!) and enjoy a vibrant       
programme of prayer, music and video testimony with 
our brothers and sisters in Lebanon.  The Lunch is in 
support of the St John the Merciful Table in Zahle, 
which feeds around 1,500 struggling Christian families 
and refugees with one hot meal every day of the year.  
 
During the event we will hear live from Archbishop 
John Darwish, Archdiocese of Furzol, Zahle and the 
Bekaa Valley, who helps run the project, and many of 
the  people who rely on the Table for their daily meal.  
Your support and prayers mean so much to them. 
 
This event will stream on YouTube and can be         
accessed from the morning of 21st March at: 

 www.acnuk.org/sundaylunch 
For any questions about access, please contact:  

catharine.crowson@acnuk.org  

THE BIBLE TIMELINE COURSE 
Understand the Bible from start to finish, the Old and New Testament, with this FREE worldwide-famous course 

delivered online LIVE by Mauro Lannicelli. 
Starts on 7th April  at 7.00 pm (Eight Wednesday evening sessions). 

Info & Registration: www.comeandsee.org 

Double your Donation, Double your impact…. 
How it works 
If someone (it can be company, individual or trust)
gave £10 online, matched giving of £10 would bring 
the Gift up to £20 (and for individuals to £22.50 with 
Gift Aid with higher rate tax relief it may cost the donor 
less than £10). 
More information from Andrew Hollingsworth: 
020 75921886 andrew.h@passage.org.uk 
  

Donate at https://tinyurl.com/NoNightOut 

We are halfway through Lent 

  

   What have you done? 

https://acnuk.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25a175338ce0562b9d08ed926&id=e402ea12dd&e=aa7237a0df
http://www.comeandsee.org
mailto:andrew.h@passage.org.uk
https://tinyurl.com/NoNightOut


 

IN THE CHURCH 
Our church is closed for the safety of our parishioners.  All  
services are live-streamed and can also be viewed as a  

recording. 
 

Sunday 14 March  Fourth Sunday in Lent 
  6.00 pm Church vigil John & Mary Hayes RIP 

  9.30 am Church Noel Duggan RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Bernard Fincham RIP 
 

Monday 15 March  Feria  

  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church For the repose of the souls of  
    Clarke Louis Carriman &  

    Eslyn M Carriman 

11.00 am Church Requiem of Anthony Faller CLOSED 

  6.00 pm Church Erika & Paddy Curtin RIP 
 

Tuesday 16 March  Feria 

10.00 am Church Michele (Michael) Magnavaccal RIP 

  6.00 pm Church Wellbeing of Maria & Phil Shine 
 

Wednesday 17 March St Patrick, Bishop, Patron of  
    Ireland 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church Ann Haines RIP  

  6.00 pm Church Ints of the Gibson Family 

  7.30 pm Church Fourth of Fr Ashley’s Lenten Talks 
 

Thursday 18 March  Feria 
10.00 am Church Private Intention 
  6.00 pm   Church  Maureen Wood 
 

Friday 19 March  St Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed 
    Virgin Mary, Patron of the  
    Universal Church 
  9.30 am Church Rosary    
10.00 am Church Cormac & Nancy Hargreaves RIP 
  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church The Hatfield family 
  7.00 pm Church Stations of the Cross CLOSED  
 

Saturday 20 March  Feria 
10.00 am Church Raymond Kelly RIP (anniv) 
  6.00 pm vigil Church Ints of Richard & Mary Lambeth 
 

Sunday 21 March  Fifth Sunday in Lent 
  9.30 am Church Dec’d benefactors & promoters of  

    the Claver Sisters 

  5.30 pm Church David Stephens RIP 
 

Some intentions due for this week have had to be moved.  This 

has been unavoidable and we apologise that we are unable to 

contact some of those who requested the Masses that have had 

their date and times changed. 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Maria Muoghalu, Mabel Graves, Thomas Noel Bromell, Mary Weeks, Richard          
Armstrong, Rosanna Cook, Anthony Faller, Terence McCarthy, Raymond McGee, Papa Mbala Crispin, Pedro nel Rieveros, Helen 
Renshaw, Anthony Walsh. 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Maurice Osbourne, Emer Fox, Phil Fleming, Anne Reilly, Carolina Phillips, 
Frances Plume, Finola Butler, Anne (Nancy) Simms, Margaret Durkin, Dick Laker, Nancy Hargreaves, Audrey Davidson, Ann Haines, 
Dolores Leahy, Annette Virdee. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John 
Crouch, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Sarah Dunmore, Cecil 
Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Consuela Glynn, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, 
Noreen Griffiths, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen 
Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Marie Hayock, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Peter Anthony Jones, Stephen Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, 
Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, 
Barbara Moyce, Robert Moyle, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, 
David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Bob Swan, Kathleen Sylvester, Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, 
Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield, Pauline Wood, Terry Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

 

ONLINE GIVING – CORONAVIRUS 
Whilst our church is closed the Coronavirus is affecting us 
materially as well as spiritually.  Bills keep coming.  A 
good many parishioners already give via standing order or 
electronically.  This is a real lifeline for the church.  If you 
can pay online, it not only assists with the admin but is 
also great for social distancing.  Our bank details are: 

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

 
Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite via the 

DONATE option. 

READINGS FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

Year B, Cycle 1, Psalter Week 1 
Jer 31:31-34 

Psalm 50 
Heb 5:7-9 

John 12:20-33 

During this time when we are all trying to keep safe, our 
priests would prefer that you do not call at the Presbytery 

without first making an appointment. 
Our clergy can all be contacted by email and by phone 

(details on the front page). 
 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday.  

 
The Parish Office is closed to all callers. 

If you need assistance please email the office or leave a 
clear message on the phone. 

Your offerings last week amounted to £5310.73 
Thank you 

 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


ON FRIDAY Pope Francis be-
gan the first ever visit of a pope 
to Iraq.  You can follow his itin-
erary from the website of our 
Bishops Conference - Catholic 
Bishops Conference of England 
and Wales (cbcew.org.uk).  The 
pandemic has taught us many 
things in the last year - provided 
we’re prepared to be taught.  
The first is the need to remem-
ber that we’re part of one world: 
there is no place for insular   
nationalism in our lives. While 
things have been bad in this country we should always  
focus our minds and prayers on those who suffer most.  
The second thing we have learnt, if we didn’t know it   
already, is the value of the ministry of Pope Francis, who 
is constantly teaching us to look beyond ourselves and our 
own problems.  This is one of the big messages of Fratelli 
Tutti, the letter which he wrote last October, the focus of 
our parish Lent programme. 

The Holy Father’s pilgrimage to Iraq helps us in both    
respects.  At the time of the Great Jubilee (the year 2000) 
Pope St John Paul II wanted to go to Iraq because of the 
importance for Christians, along with Jews and Muslims, 
of the figure of Abraham.  In the book of Genesis (11:29) 
we are told that he comes from ‘Ur of the Chaldeans’, 
thought to be the archaeological site of Tell el-Muqayyah 
near the town of Nasiriyah in southern Iraq (there are alter-
native theories). The pope wasn’t able to go in 2000, so 
what Francis is doing is important at many levels; we can 
see how important it is because this is the first papal over-
seas trip since the pandemic, and because Iraq is one of the 
most dangerous places on the planet.  It is also a country 
bound up with our history.  My own grandfather, David 
Hallum, fought there in the First World War, and after that 
war Iraq was more or less under British control until the 
1950s; moreover many of us marched in 2003 against   
Tony Blair’s illegal and immoral war. Much of the        
violence in the country since that conflict has been directed 
against the Christian communities in Iraq, some of the old-
est in the world (we have had members of these communi-
ties as part of our congregation here over the years).    
Thousands of Christians have left Iraq in the last eighteen 
years, many have been killed and many Christian villages 
laid waste: part of the purpose of the pope’s visit is to 

show solidarity and support for 
these communities.  Many of 
you support the charity Aid to 
the Church in Need (http://

acnuk.org) which does a great 
deal to support Christians in 
Iraq. 

But the pilgrimage is about 
much more than solidarity for 
beleaguered Christians.   

Abraham is revered in all three 
of the world’s great monotheis-
tic faiths, and building recon-
ciliation among the adherents 

of these faiths is part of Pope Francis’ agenda.  In his    
encyclical letter he stresses the ways in which he has 
worked with Muslim leaders.  The theme of the visit is 
unity and  mutual respect, inspired by Jesus’ words ‘You 

are all brothers and sisters’ (Matthew 23:8) and the pope 
is meeting Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Al-Husayni Al-
Sistani this weekend.  Part of this is a witness against the 
depravity of war (a major theme of Fratelli Tutti) -        
witnessing against war and working for reconciliation are 
closely related.  

In a sense every papal visit is a ‘statement’ but this is    
perhaps more true than ever this weekend.  For a man of 
84 years of age (who suffers from sciatica and lung     
problems) to make this pilgrimage at this time, taking risks 
for his own safety, has a message - a message of peace, of 
love, of solidarity with those who suffer, of co-operation, 
of reconciliation in the face of all that has brought so much 
suffering, so many tears, to the land of Abraham; and it’s a 
message for Lent as well.  Please hold the Holy Father and 
the people of Iraq in your prayers this weekend (together 
with people from Iraq living here), and give thanks for his 
ministry in the Church and in the world. 

       Fr Ashley 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 
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PARISH LENT COURSE 

POPE FRANCIS AND THE FUTURE 

THE MESSAGE OF FRATELLI TUTTI 

 

10 March - 7.30 pm 

An Open World and a New Culture 
live-streamed from the church 

ALL WELCOME 

 

The text of the Holy Father’s letter can be found at 
www.vatican.va 

 

Afterwards you will have the chance to join a Zoom  

questions and discussion session;  

A link will be posted on the parish FaceBook page. 

FOUNDATION GOVERNOR VACANCY 

We are looking to appoint a foundation 
governor to the Governing Body of St 
Mary's, Beckenham. The board needs 
members with a range of skills and on this 
occasion, we would value expressions of 
interest from people with an accountancy 

background. Because foundation governors are        
appointed by the Archbishop, they must be practising 
Catholics. 

For further information, contact John Hayes who is our 
Chair of Governors: chair@stmaryscp.co.uk. 

 

RECORDINGS OF FUNERALS 
The full recording of the Requiem Masses of Joan 

Dempsey and John O’Sullivan are now available by 
clicking on FEATURED VIDEOS which is one of the 

options on the webcam page. 

HOLY WEEK PREPARATION 
Pathways to Christ’s Passion’ 

Everyone is invited to prepare for Holy Week by join-
ing a trilogy of webinars entitled ‘Pathways to Christ’s   
Passion’ which will be led by the renowned biblical 
scholar Father Henry Wansbrough, a Benedictine 
monk based at Ampleforth Abbey.  Fr Wansbrough 
will guide participants through the dramatic narratives 
of the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus so 
that it will be possible to gain a deeper understanding 
of these powerful events.  This webinar series offers 
an opportunity to increase personal insights into the  
historical context and theology expressed in the   
synoptic Gospels, the Gospel according to John and 
the writings of St Paul, with a view to understanding 
what the Resurrection means for the mission of the 
Church and for our spirituality. 
 

Places need to be booked through the EventBrite link 
below where you will also find more information on 
the talks: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pathways-to-
christs-passion-synoptic-gospels-johnand-writings-of-
paul-tickets-1398508767  
 

In case you need any encouragement to sign up for 
these talks, below are some words that Fr Ashley 
wrote in the newsletter of January 24.  ‘In my view 
the best one now in this country is the Revised New 
Jerusalem Bible (DLT 2019), largely the work of the 
Benedictine scholar at Ampleforth, Dom Henry 
Wansbrough (known to some of you).  It’s outstand-
ing and not very expensive - note that Catholic Bibles 
are expected to have at least some brief explanatory 
notes, and Fr Henry’s  are excellent.’ 
 
There is also more information on the Diocesan 
website. 
 

For any queries, please contact Holy Innocents' 
parish office by email: orpington@rcaos.org.uk 
alternatively orpingtonpcrgo@rcaos.org.uk  

UPDATE ON ROSIE’S CHOIR – CAFOD LENTEN 
CHALLENGE  

It is now almost two and a half weeks since the  
beginning of Lent and members of Rosie’s Choir are 

still going strong on their daily challenge for the   
Forty Days of Lent.  

As you are aware this is a separate endeavour from 
the Lent Fast Day that took place on 26

 
February 

though raising money for the same cause.  
 

Our seven intrepid members of Rosie’s Choir are  
walking, dancing or crocheting their way through Lent.  
We do hope that you are able to support their efforts to 

help CAFOD end water poverty by going to our  
JustGiving page and giving a donation:  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Rosies-Choir  
 

Thank you for your support! 

 

 
The recent online news letter 
from St Christopher’s Hospice 
mentioned that St Anthony’s 
Catholic Primary School in 
Anerley has taken on a 40 

miles in 40 days challenge. The school has already 
smashed their fundraising target of £2,000 - but maybe 
some  parishioners at St Edmund’s would like to help 
them do even better please  visit their JustGiving page 

https://trk.justgiving.com/f/a/MULGArb1BbBx2je-K-KBXQ~~/AAME8QA~/RgRiC4q5P0TzaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuanVzdGdpdmluZy5jb20vZnVuZHJhaXNpbmcvUm9zaWVzLUNob2lyP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1sY19mcnBfc2hhcmVfdHJhbnNhY3Rpb25fdHJhbnNhY3Rpb25hbF8tLV9wYWdlX2xhdW5jaGVkXy0tX2NhbXBhaWduJnV0bV
https://stchristophers.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3127c54e103e3f4c0281617e0&id=834d913234&e=933231d27b
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwix-JSo54_SAhWCShQKHfSXD6AQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.keyword-suggestions.com%2FY2hyaXN0aWFuICBjcm9zcw%2F&psig=AFQjCNEoBWKUTpsaU9-_NfJp1j4o50Oucw&ust=14871692268


LILIAN BANNER RIP 

Last week the Chorale said goodbye to a much loved member of our group after 25 years of loyal service. Lilian 
joined us when her husband Keith volunteered to become the organist for the 11am Mass, a post which he filled 
with great musical expertise and unflagging attendance, despite living well outside the parish. 

Lilian was born in Hamburg, but in 1938 her family fled to England to escape the growing threat of Nazi per-
secution, arriving just before Kristallnacht.  She came aged ten, clutching a violin case and with limited English, 
which she rapidly mastered in her new school. 

She was a brilliant musician with high standards and a keen ear, both of which she deployed for the benefit of her 
fellow singers.  Although a natural soprano she sang the alto line every week without complaint, (though unable to 
resist helping out the sopranos from time to time).  For the whole choir she was indeed ‘a very present help in  
trouble’.  Despite increasing age and infirmity she retained her singing ability and was still taking her turn to sing 
the psalm until the last year of her time with us. 

Covid 19 cut short the Banners’ choir attendance, and in January it also ended Lilian’s life.  Last Friday some of us 
gathered at a simple funeral in spring sunshine to say our farewells.  We will remember her as a lady of courage 
and spirit, but above all for her warmth and kindness.  If there is a choir of angels it will have  prepared a place for 
her. 



 

IN THE CHURCH 
Our church is closed for the safety of our parishioners.  All  
services are live-streamed and can also be viewed as a  

recording. 
 

Sunday 7 March  Third Sunday in Lent 

  6.00 pm vigil Church Josie Healy RIP 

  9.30 am Church Gary Bowyer RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Keith Meneaud RIP 
 

Monday 8 March  Feria  

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church Valerie Parker RIP &  

    Franca Bruschi RIP 

  6.00 pm Church Christiane Saide RIP 
 

Tuesday 9 March  Feria 

10.00 am Church Sr Mary Ghent RIP 

  6.00 pm Church Rose Burns RIP 
 

Wednesday 10 March Feria 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
 10.00 am Church Mary Halpin RIP (1st anniv) 

 11.00 am  Church Requiem of Mary Morley (CLOSED) 

  6.00 pm Church Kathleen Campbell RIP 

  7.30 pm Church Third of Fr Ashley’s Lenten Talks 
 

Thursday 11 March  Feria 
10.00 am Church Patrick & May Mullins 
  6.00 pm   Church  Benefactors & promoters of the  
    Claver Sisters 
 

Friday 12 March  Feria 
  9.30 am Church Rosary    
 10.00 am Church Robert Cammiade RIP (2nd anniv) 
  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church Welfare of Pierre Lane 
  7.00 pm Church Stations of the Cross  
 

Saturday 13 March  Feria 
10.00 am Church Monica Grima RIP 
10.45 am - 12.30  Reconciliation for First Holy  
    Communion candidates (CLOSED) 
  6.00 pm vigil Church John & Mary Hayes RIP 
 

Sunday 14 March  Fourth Sunday in Lent 

  9.30 am Church Noel Duggan RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Bernard Fincham RIP 
 

On Saturday Adoration will begin when the first confessions 

have concluded.  The webcam will be off whilst these are being 

heard. 

Some intentions due for this week have had to be moved.  This 

has been unavoidable and we apologise that we are unable to 

contact some of those who requested the Masses that have had 

their date and times changed. 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Maria Muoghalu, Mabel Graves, Thomas Noel Bromell, Mary Weeks, Richard          
Armstrong, Rosanna Cook, Anthony Faller, Terence McCarthy, Marie Hayock, Raymond McGee, Papa Mbala Crispin, Pedro nel 
Rieveros, Helen Renshaw. 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Garry Bowyer, Dr Bill Radley, Canon John Devane, Anthony Galloway, Kitty 
Conroy, Valerie Parker, Peter Deane, Ruby Armfield, David Barclay, Marguerite Bula, Yemi Olaonipekun, Robert Cammiade,  
Ian Beston, Patrick Mulcahy, Jack Fleming, Mary Teresa Carroll 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John 
Crouch, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Sarah Dunmore, Cecil 
Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Noreen Griffiths, 
Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen 
Hayes, Marie Hayock, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Peter Anthony Jones, Stephen Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard 
Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, 
Robert Moyle, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk,     
Siobhan, John Stokoe, Bob Swan, Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, 
Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield, Pauline Wood, Terry Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

 

ONLINE GIVING – CORONAVIRUS 
Whilst our church is closed the Coronavirus is affecting us 
materially as well as spiritually.  Bills keep coming.  A 
good many parishioners already give via standing order or 
electronically.  This is a real lifeline for the church.  If you 
can pay online, it not only assists with the admin but is 
also great for social distancing.  Our bank details are: 

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

 
Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite via the 

DONATE option. 

READINGS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

Laetere Sunday 

Year B, Cycle 1, Psalter Week 4 

Chr 36:14-17, 19-23 
Psalm 137:Ephesians 2:4-10 

During this time when we are all trying to keep safe, our 
priests would prefer that you do not call at the Presbytery 

without first making an appointment. 
Our clergy can all be contacted by email and by phone 

(details on the front page). 
 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday.  

 
The Parish Office is closed to all callers. 

If you need assistance please email the office or leave a 
clear message on the phone. 

Your offerings last week amounted to £5407.72 
Thank you 

 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


Every year in Lent the 
gospel reading for the   
second Sunday is always 
one of the accounts of the 
Transfiguration of Jesus, 
depicted here from the 
church of Belmont Abbey 
in Herefordshire. This year 
the account is from the 
ninth chapter of the gospel 
of Mark.  This event is one 
of the Mysteries of Light 
of the Rosary and is also 
marked by a feast day on 6 
August.  We hear this  
gospel in Lent because of 
the dramatic change in 
Jesus’ appearance as    
experienced by his disciples, a change which foreshadows the 
glory of the Resurrection; this change and transformation is also 
a model for the Church.  In the first place this is for those who 
normally, here, and all over the world, seek in Lent to be       
baptised or received into the Church at Easter, through the RCIA 
process; this process of conversion is about change.  Similarly, 
for all of us Lent is about conversion, about a capacity for 
change, enabling us to move from sinfulness to glorification.  

Our parish Lent programme started on Wednesday, focussing on 
Pope Francis’ letter published last October, Fratelli Tutti, and in 
the first session (and you can watch the recording of the talk via 
our website) we went through the first chapter of the letter, 
‘Dark Clouds over a Closed World.’  Something which is really 
great about the letter is the way in which the Holy Father joins 
together his analysis of the problems of the world with guidance 
about the everyday lives of ordinary Christians, you and me: his 
message of social fraternity applies across the board.  Lent is 
about temptations, and one temptation is to narrow Lent down to 
our personal lives, succumbing to the individualism in so much 
of contemporary culture which the pope identifies in his letter.  

Lent is about change - about transformation, conversion, moving 
from one place to another.  This is true, hopefully, in our own 
lives; but each Lent the Church asserts that it is also about the 
world.  Hence CAFOD Fast day which we kept on Friday, link-
ing Lenten self-denial to helping the poor of the world whom 
God loves.  For the last year, this time of pandemic, the pope has 
repeatedly told us that in the midst of all this suffering we are 
being given the opportunity to change the world, to rebuild a 
better world.  In the first chapter of Fratelli Tutti which we 
looked at on Wednesday the Holy Father writes, looking at the 
effects of pandemics and other historical calamities:  

‘All too quickly, however, we forget the lessons of history, 
“the teacher of life”.  Once this health crisis passes, our worst 
response would be to plunge even more deeply into feverish 
consumerism and new forms of egotistic self-preservation.  
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BEING ABLE TO CHANGE IN LENT 

God willing, after all 
this, we will think no 
longer in terms of 
“them” and “those”, 
but only “us”.  If only 
this may prove not to be 
just another tragedy of 
history from which we 
learned nothing.  If only 
we might keep in mind 
all those elderly persons 
who died for lack of 
respirators, partly as a 
result of the dis-
mantling, year after 
year, of healthcare   
systems. If only this 
immense sorrow may 

not prove useless but enable us to take a step forward to-
wards a new style of life.  If only we might rediscover once 
and for all that we need one another, and that in this way 
our human family can experience a rebirth, with all its 
faces, all its hands and all its voices, beyond the walls that 
we have erected.  Unless we recover the shared passion to 
create a community of belonging and solidarity worthy of 
our time, our energy and our resources, the global illusion 
that misled us will collapse and leave many in the grip of 
anguish and emptiness.  Nor should we naively refuse to 
recognise that “obsession with a consumerist lifestyle, 
above all when few people are capable of maintaining it, 
can only lead to violence and mutual destruction”.  The 
notion of “every man for himself” will rapidly degenerate 
into a free-for-all that would prove worse than any      
pandemic’. (sections 35-36) 

For Francis, the big problem in the world is that we have 
walked away from ‘belonging and solidarity worthy of the 
name.’  The rise of populist nationalism - in this country, in 
the rest of Europe, in the United States, elsewhere - has 
turned people in on themselves, making us fearful, sus-
picious, resentful.  This is a spiritual and moral problem. 
Many of the mistakes which political leaders have made in 
the last year, here and elsewhere in the world, have been 
made because of this basic moral failure, moral failure for 
which people are accountable. 

This is why Fratelli Tutti is such a good guide for all of us 
this Lent, and a good guide for all of us as we try, in spite of 
all the problems we face at the moment, to renew the life of 
our parish. This letter is not simply for those who are con-
cerned with social justice: it is for each one of us as baptised 
followers of Jesus Christ, transformed on the mountain in 
front of Peter, James and John.  The letter is easily down-
loaded from www.vatican.va and we have also made avail-
able on the website a very clear ‘infographic’ which summa-
rises it, and the slides which accompany last Wednesday’s 
talk. 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com
http://www.vatican.va


 

 
 
 

CAFOD LENT APPEAL 
Last Friday, the 26th was Lent Fast Day.  On this    
Sunday you would be coming to church with your 

Cafod envelope filled with the money saved by eating 
less well than normal, or by not having a Friday  

take-away. 

No envelopes this year but you can give a donation 
direct to Cafod at cafod.org.uk/lent  You can also give 

via text. Text LENT to 70460 to donate £10.   

Please use the link below to listen to a talk by Nick 
Babb from Cafod, made just for St Edmunds and post-
ed on our website.  Nick has visited us at St Edmund’s 

in the past and is eager to tell you about their work. 

 

https://saintedmunds.net/index.php/2021/02/26/
cafod-lent-appeal-2021/  

PARISH LENT COURSE 

POPE FRANCIS AND THE FUTURE 

THE MESSAGE OF FRATELLI TUTTI 

 

3 March-7.30 pm 

A Stranger on the Road 
live-streamed from the church 

ALL WELCOME 

 

The text of the Holy Father’s letter can be found at 
www.vatican.va 

 

Afterwards you will have the chance to join a Zoom 
questions and discussion session;  

A link will be posted on the parish FaceBook page. 

300 Club 

Congratulations to our February winners.  If you would 
like to join the 300 Club and have a chance at a  

monthly prize, please send an email to the  

Parish Office. 

No 57 - £100, Miss Philippa Ryan 
 No 269 - £75, Mr Matthew Ringham 
 No 271 - £50, Mrs Cynthia Holmes 
 No  77 - £25, Miss Claire Ewings 

FOUNDATION GOVERNOR VACANCY 

We are looking to appoint a foundation 
governor to the Governing Body of St 
Mary's, Beckenham. The board needs 
members with a range of skills and on 
this occasion, we would value expres-
sions of interest from people with an   

accountancy background. Because   foundation govern-
nors are appointed by the Archbishop, they must be 
practising Catholics.  

For further information, contact John Hayes who is our 
Chair of Governors: chair@stmaryscp.co.uk. 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S 
LEAGUE 

One of our members who is a 
volunteer for the Living Well 
became aware that they were 
in need of a new computer. 

We were able to contribute the bulk of the 
total cost, with the balance made up by  
private donations. 
 
 

This is just another instance of one of our parish 
groups, who, though not able to get together  

physically for the last year, still continues to help 
others. 

RECENT BAPTISMS 
Please pray for these children who have been  

baptised this year. 
Elijah Anthony Ijadunola 

Jonah David Quin 
Gbemisola Francesca Akinbola 

Lily Florence Nickson 
Rafe James David Jenner Reed 
Alyssa Sofia Rodrigues Yusuf 

Julius Charles Gora 
Benjamin Akande Robert Sofoluke 

 
Please keep these children and their families in your 

prayers. 

LIVING WELL BROMLEY 
AGM THURSDAY 4 MARCH 

7- 8.30pm via Zoom 
Zoom link will be published on social media and our 

website nearer the time. 
Guest speaker 

Philip Dodd, Head of Allocations & Accommodation, 
Bromley Council. 

 
Please come and join us to hear about 
our achievements and  
challenges during the last year, and our 
plans for the future. 
 
We look forward to seeing you. 

 

FRIDAY MASS TIME 
Rosary and Mass have been brought forward next  

Friday by an hour to allow a funeral to start at 10.30. 

https://saintedmunds.net/index.php/2021/02/26/cafod-lent-appeal-2021/
https://saintedmunds.net/index.php/2021/02/26/cafod-lent-appeal-2021/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjepMSlyLvNAhVIL8AKHSJkDvgQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stp-stm.org%2Fcatholic-womens-league-c-w-l%2F&psig=AFQjCNHk98wT_Sic9ZQwoVEp4KbFbRaGvQ&ust=1466682476034390


FORCED ABORTION IN CHINA 

Ask your MP to support a NEW amendment 
to help stop forced abortion in China.                                                                  
There is extensive evidence that many 
women in the Uyghur Muslim community in 
Xinjiang, China are being subjected to 
forced abortions.  

Lord Alton is currently championing a new 
amendment to the Trade Bill, to help put in-
ternational pressure on the Chinese      
Communist Party to stop the practice of 
forced abortions and wider human rights 
abuses that evidence shows is being      
perpetuated against the Uyghur community. 
The amendment passed in the Lords on 23 
February by 367 votes to 214, and is likely 
to be voted on in the Commons shortly.  

If you would like to email your MP asking 
them to support the amendment, you can do 
this easily using a tool which has been set 
up on the Genocide Response campaign 
website, which can be accessed by visiting 
the link below: 

https://genocideresponse.org/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE 

Our World Day of Prayer service will be held on Zoom 
on Friday 5 March at 7.30 for a 7.45 start. 

Please see the link below. 

Our service has been written by the Christian women of 
Vanuatu, an archipelago of eighty islands in the South 
Pacific two thousand miles east of Australia. 

The theme from Vanuatu is to "Build on a strong     
foundation".  We hear the parable of the two house-
builders from Matthew Chapter 7.  When we build on 
the rock which is Christ, we know that we are on a 
strong foundation that will stand the tests of time and 
remain secure. 

 

We are invited to have a stone or a pebble with us as 
we reflect on the words of Jesus, so if you can, please 
have one with you during the service.  
We would normally take up an offering during the     
service for the work of World Day of Prayer.  If you 
would like to make a donation, offerings can be given 
by cheque made payable to World Day of Prayer and 
sent to World Day of Prayer, Commercial Road, Tun-
bridge Wells, Kent TN11 2RR,   Donations can be 
made on line through the website: 
 https://www.wwdp.org.uk  or by text message:  
Text 2021WDP 5 to donate £5 - you can donate up to 
£40 by text message by changing the number at the 
end of the message.  
 

Join the Zoom meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/98067658204?

pwd=R2JhTVJWbFJ6aGoxYzg5dDB4cHVhUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 980 6765 8204 

Passcode: WWDP21 

 

We hope that you will be able to join with us in 
this worldwide act of prayer. 

 
A church service is being planned to take place in 

the  autumn at Beckenham Methodist Church, 
Bromley Road. 

We hope you will be able to come along then to       
celebrate and pray for the community of Vanuatu.  

 
Further details will follow soon. 

SVP ZOOM COFFEE CATCH UP 
The first Zoom meeting was held on Friday 
morning and was a great success. We have 
had several messages already to say how 
much people enjoyed seeing old friends 

again.  We will have a update from the SVP 

https://righttolife-org-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/Redirect?ukey=1OB2ZBbqA28fWv1ywJEA5E-zx7MdH_IIGg47UTJVNlxE-35124373&key=YAMMID-76381888&link=https%3A%2F%2Fgenocideresponse.org%2F
https://www.wwdp.org.uk/
https://zoom.us/j/98067658204?pwd=R2JhTVJWbFJ6aGoxYzg5dDB4cHVhUT09
https://zoom.us/j/98067658204?pwd=R2JhTVJWbFJ6aGoxYzg5dDB4cHVhUT09


 IN THE CHURCH 
Our church is closed for the safety of our parishioners.  All  
services are live-streamed and can also be viewed as a  

recording. 

Sunday 28 February Second Sunday in Lent 

  6.00 pm vigil   For the people of our parish 

  9.30 am Church Terry Stanley RIP (1st anniv) 

  4.00 pm Church Adoration and Benediction 

  5.30 pm Church Eileen & Henry Ghent RIP 

 

Monday 1 March  St David, Bishop, Patron of Wales  

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church George Halpin RIP 

  6.00 pm Church Mary Ellen Reardon RIP (30th anniv) 
 

Tuesday 2 March  Feria 

10.00 am Church Dec’d members of the Hixson & 
    Moroney family 

  6.00 pm Church All staff at St Mary’s School 

 
Wednesday 3 March Feria 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
 10.00 am Church John Sylvester RIP 

  6.00 pm Church Kitty Conroy RIP 

  7.30 pm Church Second of Fr Ashley’s Lenten Talks 
 

Thursday 4 March  Feria 
10.00 am Church xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
  6.00 pm   Church  xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 

Friday 5 March  Feria 
    Women’s World Day of Prayer 

  9.00 am Church Rosary    
  9.30am Church Mabel Graves RIP 
10.30 am  Church Requiem of Alice Appiah Gyan  
    (closed) 
5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church Leah Client (1st anniv) 
  7.00 pm Church Stations of the Cross led by the  
    Salesian Sisters 
 

Saturday 6 March  Feria 
10.00 am Church Richard & Mabel Graves RIP 
  6.00 pm vigil Church Josie Healy RIP 
 

Sunday 7 March  Third Sunday in Lent 

  9.30 am Church Gary Bowyer RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Kitty Meneaud RIP 
 

 

Some intentions due for this week have had to be moved.  This 

has been unavoidable and we apologise that we are unable to 

contact some of those who requested the Masses that have had 

their date and times changed. 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Maria Muoghalu, Mabel Graves, Thomas Noel Bromell, Mary Weeks, Richard          
Armstrong, Rosanna Cook, Anthony Saller and Terence McCarthy. 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:   Paul Morris, Arleen Vince, Raymond Tesniere, Anthony Osei, Eileen 
Ghent, Sally Share, George Halpin, Terry Davies, Margaret Fennessy, Shirley Lawler, Arabella Taylor, Phyllis ‘Betty’ Hanifan, Hilda 
Hall, Krystyna Stefanska, Dan Lodi Ferrari, Edward Shipsey, Francis Johnson, Delia Walsh, Olga Brookes, Elizabeth Conrath, Freda 
Bentley. 
 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John 
Crouch, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford,  Nicholas Dunford, Sarah  Dunmore, Cecil 
Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Noreen Griffiths, 
Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen 
Hayes, Marie Hayock, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Peter Anthony Jones, Stephen Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard 
Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, 
Robert Moyle, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk,     
Siobhan, John Stokoe, Bob Swan, Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan,   Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, 
Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield, Terry Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

ONLINE GIVING – CORONAVIRUS 
Whilst our church is closed the Coronavirus is affecting us 
materially as well as spiritually.  Bills keep coming.  A 
good many parishioners already give via standing order or 
electronically.  This is a real lifeline for the church.  If you 
can pay online, it not only assists with the admin but is 
also great for social distancing.  Our bank details are: 

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

 
Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite via the 

DONATE option. 

READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

Year B, Cycle 1, Psalter Week 2 

Genesis 22:1-2, 9A, 10-13, 15-18 
Psalms 116:10, 15, 16-17, 18-19 

Romans 8:31B-34 
Mark 9:2-10 

During this time when we are all trying to keep safe, our 
priests would prefer that you do not call at the Presbytery 

without first making an appointment.   
Our clergy can all be contacted by email and by phone 

(details on the front page.) 
 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday.  

 
The Parish Office is closed and the staff are working  

remotely. 
Emails are read during the working day and the phone is 

monitored.  There are some requests that cannot be  
dealt with until the staff are back in the office.                                                                           

Your offerings last week amounted to £2280.98 
Thank you 

 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


I emailed Fr Steve and asked whether I 
could write a piece for this week’s News-
letter and he enquired what the topic would 
be.  I replied with three words: Lent, Choco-
late and Slavery and Fr Steve then replied ‘I 
have given one of them up -  guess which 
one!’  
 
Two of my grandchildren have also given 
up chocolate as I suspect many hundreds if 
not many thousands have followed suit in 
the UK.  But there is much more to the 
whole chocolate industry and manufacture 
that many of you may not be aware of  and 
which is a very sad story attached to this 
popular sweet. 
Ever since my 3-year studies in Catholic Social Teaching 
(CST) (by way of Fr Ashley’s encouragement, I might add), 
I see more and more aspects of CST in many ordinary day
-to-day activities in our lives and the adverse impact on the 
vulnerable and marginalised often in the developing and 
under-developed countries of the world; and one the most 
harrowing stories is connected with much or all of the 
chocolate we consume which is based on illegal child   
labour and modern day slavery, especially in West Africa. 
THE PROBLEM: 
Nothing in this world seems fair and honest and this is the 
case with the chocolate supply chain. The chain starts with 
millions of farmers who produce cocoa and ends with the 
billions of consumers who enjoy chocolate. But what about 
the bit in the middle? This section is dominated by a hand-
ful of chocolate giants who profit from keeping the price of 
cocoa as low as possible. As a result, farmers are forced 
to live in poverty, and that leads to illegal child labour and 
modern-day slavery. Almost everywhere in the world, 
chocolate lovers are provided for with a wide range of   
flavours to enjoy. Big chocolate companies make a lot of 
chocolate and of course- a lot of profit. Nothing wrong with 
that, without profits a company will go bankrupt. So far, so 
good. However, less good is how those profits are made - 
by exploitation at the start of the value 
chain, where people live in extreme 
poverty.  
Have you ever considered how 
much a cocoa farmer makes per 
day? 
The average cocoa farmer in the   
Ivory Coast earns 78 Euro cents a 
day. It is impossible for any family to 
be asked to live at this level of pov-
erty or support a family for that paltry 
amount, even in West Africa. In   
Ghana and the Ivory Coast, 1.56   
million children work under illegal 
conditions because the harvest 
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LENT CHOCOLATE and SLAVERY! 

doesn’t give their parents enough   
income. How many of us think this is 
fair and equitable? There are around 
2.5 million farms in Ghana and Ivory 
Coast which produce more than 60% 
of all cocoa worldwide. Worse still, 
recent studies have confirmed that at 
least 30,000 people are the victims of 
modern slavery – adults and children 
who are being forced to grow cocoa 
and don’t get paid a penny for it. In 
fact, it’s highly likely there are far more 
victims than that because areas where 
cocoa is produced illegally have not 

been included in the studies.  
How does the system work: It works like this: Big 
Choco – the chocolate makers – buys the cocoa at the 
front of the cocoa mountain. They don’t look on the  
other side of the mountain; they can’t see the living  
conditions of the farmers who grow ‘their’ cocoa. They 
refuse to take real responsibility for the problems of the 
farmers on the other side of that mountain. And you 
might be thinking “Alright, so what about certified cocoa 
beans?” They don’t guarantee humane conditions    
either! 
 The world market price of cocoa fell by 40% in mid-
2017 thanks to a good harvest and market speculation. 
In the Ivory Coast, the price guaranteed to a farmer for 
his cocoa fell by almost 40%. So, the decrease of the 
farm gate price (still) has a tremendous impact on the 
lives of farming families in the Ivory Coast. The price 
drop offered major advantages further along the chain. 
Big Choco saved around $ 4.7 billion in buying costs. 
So, where did all that money go? Now that’s a good 
question. We the consumer, certainly didn’t notice any 
price reductions (except our own price reduction in 
stores.) 
So, what is this to do with Lent? Lent is a time we 
use to sort out our lives, prayer, fasting and alms giving; 
what about making a commitment to buy Fairtrade 

chocolate only; ask your super-
market about their supply chains; 
look at the packaging, take action 
and be motivated during Lent to 
make a stand for the vulnerable 
and marginalised; for the children 
bonded in their life to a system of 
illegal slavery and for their       
parents, their village and their 
community. In Lent we can say 
Enough is Enough we will speak 
up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves. (Proverbs 31:8). 
    Duncan 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com


 

 
 
 

CAFOD WALK FOR WATER 
One in three people round the world does not have  

access to safe drinking water.  You have the power to 
change this through your support of Cafod.   

 
Join our Walk for Water challenge 

10,000 steps a day every day for 40 days 
 

Lent begins on February 17th; maybe this could be 
your Lenten challenge.  Find out more at  

cafod.org.uk/walk and read about Abdella, who lives 
in Ethiopia and undertakes a long and dangerous walk 

every day to collect water for his family. 
 

CAFOD LENT APPEAL 
Abdella lives in an extremely remote and mountainous 
part of Ethiopia.  It takes him ten hours a day to collect 
water.  He says his life is being wasted as he has no 
time for anything else.  Give today to reach vulnerable 
communities around the world with water and to      
provide other vital support. Donate online at 
cafod.org.uk/lent.  You can also give via text. Text 
LENT to 70460 to donate £10*. *Texts cost £10 plus one 
standard rate message you’ll be opting in to hear more about 
CAFOD’s work and fundraising via telephone and SMS. If 
you’d like to give £10 but do not wish to receive marketing 
communications, text LENTNOINFO to 70460.  

 

Next Friday, the 26th is Lent Fast Day.  We would nor-
mally hear an inspiring appeal from a Cafod speaker 

and take home a Cafod envelope to fill with the money 
saved by eating fugally on that day.  The parishioners 
at St Edmund’s are always so generous to Cafod so, 

even though times are difficult for many of us, let us do 
our best to respond to their plea. 

PARISH LENT COURSE 

POPE FRANCIS AND THE FUTURE 

THE MESSAGE OF FRATELLI TUTTI 

 

Session 1 Dark Clouds over a Closed World 

24 February 

live-streamed from the church. 

ALL WELCOME 

 

The text of the Holy Father’s letter can be found at 
www.vatican.va 

 

Afterwards you will have the chance to join a Zoom 
questions and discussion session;  

details are as follows: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8124181510?
pwd=TVAvejNFMyt3QzNIZVB3ZFdTL2h0UT09 

Meeting ID: 812 418 1510 

This week only – 8.00 pm start 

A MESSAGE OF THANKS 
Thank you all for your thoughts and prayers.  I am  

improving and will overcome this set back.  I can only 
thank God for watching over me.  I would like to also 
pray for others in the Parish and our local community 

battling COVID at this moment.  
Yours sincerely,  

Mrs. Philomena Mukoro 
 

Phil, thank you for sending this.  We are so glad that 
you are home and continuing to improve day by day. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Although we have no public Masses at the moment our 
priests still offer Mass intentions at our two daily     
Masses.  We have a good deal of availability at present 
so please email the parish office to arrange for a Mass.  
If you request a Mass intention it is usual to give a    
donation as a Mass stipend.  There is no fixed amount 
but a minimum of £10 is suggested, if you can afford it.  
Offerings can be made by bank transfer (see details on 
the back page), or via our website, or you can pop an 
envelope through the presbytery door marked with the 
details of the intention, the date and the name. 

ROSIE’S CHOIR TAKE UP  

CAFOD’S LENTEN CHALLENGE 

You can’t keep our wonderful Rosie’s Choir down. 

They haven’t been able to sing together for almost a 
year but several members have decided to take up 

CAFOD’s Lenten Challenge to raise funds to help end 
water poverty. (see above) 

They will be walking, dancing and crocheting their way 
through Lent! 

Please support them if you can through their 

 JustGiving page: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Rosies-Choir 

 

We will try to get regular updates from them! 

 

AUDIO BOOKS 

Thank you to those who have offered audio books after 
last weeks request.  We are happy to hear from more of 

you.  Please contact the office. 

FAMILY PRAYER TIME/CHILDREN’S LITURGY ONLINE 

Family prayer time/Children’s liturgy is an online video, 
for families to access during lockdown. The YouTube   
channel is https://www.youtube.com/c/ColourandShape 
and it is also at: www.colourandshapeonline.com 

https://trk.justgiving.com/f/a/MULGArb1BbBx2je-K-KBXQ~~/AAME8QA~/RgRiC4q5P0TzaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuanVzdGdpdmluZy5jb20vZnVuZHJhaXNpbmcvUm9zaWVzLUNob2lyP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1sY19mcnBfc2hhcmVfdHJhbnNhY3Rpb25fdHJhbnNhY3Rpb25hbF8tLV9wYWdlX2xhdW5jaGVkXy0tX2NhbXBhaWduJnV0bV


St Elizabeth of Portugal in Richmond is an Alpha hub parish and is hosting an Online Alpha starting 
this week.  The Agency for Evangelisation and Catechesis for our archdiocese is collaborating with St 
Elizabeth’s and Loretto London to host this Alpha Online that starts on the 23

rd
.  The Agency would 

like to extend the invitation to you to join this Alpha Online course to just see what it’s like, to be     
inspired, to learn, to receive – basically to support and bless each other across parish lines within our 
diocese and beyond.  
The sign up link can be found at: https://stelizabethofportugal.churchsuite.co.uk/
events/drbvfnaq 

A MESSAGE FROM THE  

SHRINE OF ST JUDE AT FAVERSHAM 

Dear Friend of Saint Jude 

Greetings from the Shrine of our friend and  atron whose intercession we need more than ever at this time. 

Lent began a few days ago on Ash Wednesday.  This is the annual occasion when we can focus on our faith, 
the way we live it and the way we might change our lives in the light of the faith.  In 2021, many people won't 
have been able to get to Mass or receive the blessed ashes, but we can be together in prayer wherever you 
are. 

The Shrine of Saint Jude has created a space on our website for Lent 2021: 

https://www.stjudeshrine.org.uk/ 

The page includes the first of a series of videos for Lent called 'Journey Through Lent'.  This first week is with 
Br. Paul de Groot, O.Carm.  

May Lent be for you a holy and happy season. 

#AshWednesday #Lent #2021 

A PRAYER TO COMBAT THE 

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC* 

Most Merciful and Triune God, 
We come to You in our weakness. 

We come to You in our fear. 
We come to You with trust. 
For You alone are our hope. 

We place before You the disease present in our world. 
We turn to You in our time of need. 

Bring wisdom to doctors. 
Give understanding to scientists. 

Endow caregivers with compassion and generosity. 
Bring healing to those who are ill. 

Protect those who are most at risk. 
Give comfort to those who have lost a loved one. 

Welcome those who have died into Your Eternal Home. 

Stabilize our communities. 
Unite us in our compassion. 

Remove all fear from our hearts. 
Fill us with confidence in Your care. 

(mention your particular concerns and prayers now) 

Jesus, I trust in You. 
Jesus, I trust in You. 
Jesus, I trust in You. 

    Amen. 

A CHILDREN’S PRAYER FOR 
LENT 

 

Lord, please show me what 
I should give up for Lent 
And when I've given it up 

Remind me to pray to You instead  
To thank You 
To love You 

To hear from You 
Each and every day in Lent 

Amen 
 

a modern children's prayer for seeking God 
from www.lords-prayer-words.com 

 
 

Read more at:  
https://www.lords-prayer-words.com/times/

meaning_of_lent_prayers.html#catholic  

https://stelizabethofportugal.churchsuite.co.uk/events/drbvfnaq
https://stelizabethofportugal.churchsuite.co.uk/events/drbvfnaq
https://mycatholic.life/catholic-prayers/a-prayer-for-healing-and-hope/#attribution
https://www.lords-prayer-words.com/times/meaning_of_lent_prayers.html#catholic
https://www.lords-prayer-words.com/times/meaning_of_lent_prayers.html#catholic


 IN THE CHURCH 
Our church is closed for the safety of our parishioners.  All  
services are live-streamed and can also be viewed as a  

recording. 

Sunday 21 February First Sunday in Lent 

  6.00 pm vigil Church Kay Ruddy RIP 

  9.30 am Church Katinka Henry RIP 

  5.30 pm Church For the people of our parish 

 

Monday 22 February The Chair of St Peter, the Apostle  

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church Grace Friend-Pereira RIP 

  6.00 pm Church Sr Mary Ghent RIP 
 

Tuesday 23 February Feria 

10.00 am Church Ann Regan RIP 

  1.00 pm Church Requiem of Richard Lee CLOSED 

  6.00 pm Church Noreen Sweeney RIP 

 
Wednesday 24 February Feria 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
11.30 am Church Requiem of Joan Dempsey CLOSED  
  6.00 pm Church Bernard Martin RIP 

  8.00 pm Church First of Fr Ashley’s Lenten Talks 
 

Thursday 25 February Feria 
10.00 am Church Alfred Lutz RIP 
11.00 am Church Requiem for Michael O’Sullivan  
    CLOSED 

  6.00 pm   Church  In thanks for all carers 
 

Friday 26 February  Feria 
    Lent Fast Day 

  9.30 am Church Rosary    
10.00 am Church Mabel Graves RIP 
11.00 am Church Mass for St Mary’s School 
  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church Mariuccia Floris on the 40th day  
    after her death 
  7.00 pm Church Stations of the Cross  
 

Saturday 27 February Feria 
10.00 am Church Ellen Huffe & Mary O’Keefe RIP 
12.10 pm Church Diaconate Programme Mass 
  6.00 pm vigil Church For the people of our parish 
 

Sunday 28 February Second Sunday in Lent 

  9.30 am Church Terry Stanley RIP (1st anniv) 

  4.00 pm Church Adoration and Benediction 

  5.30 pm Church Eileen & Henry Ghent RIP 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is livestreamed each  

weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

There will be Benediction every Friday at 5.00 pm and on the 

last Sunday of each month Adoration and Benediction at  

4.00 pm. 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Lilian Banner, Fr Michael Boland, Maria Muoghalu,  Michael Bowden, Michael       
O’Sullivan, Mabel Graves, Thomas Noel Bromell, Mary Weeks, Richard Armstrong, Joan Dempsey, Rosanna Cook, Richard Lee. 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Dorothy Amandini, Daniel McGrory, Patrick Kavanagh, James Greenan, 
Brenda & Anthony Boyle, Anthony Earley, Kieran Fleming, John Chilton, Giulio Ostacchini, Kevin McGuinness, Bill McConnell. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John 
Crouch, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford,  Nicholas Dunford, Sarah  
Dunmore, Cecil Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, 
Noreen Griffiths, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen 
Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Marie Hayock, Mavis Hernandez, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Peter Anthony Jones, Stephen Jones, Catherine 
Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, 
Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Robert Moyle, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret     
Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Bob Swan, Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah  
Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield, Christine and Terry Woollard and 
Charlie Wynn. 

 
 

ONLINE GIVING – CORONAVIRUS 
Whilst our church is closed the Coronavirus is affecting us 
materially as well as spiritually.  Bills keep coming.  A 
good many parishioners already give via standing order or 
electronically.  This is a real lifeline for the church.  If you 
can pay online, it not only assists with the admin but is 
also great for social distancing.  Our bank details are: 

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

 
Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite via the 

DONATE option. 

READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

Year B, Cycle 1, Psalter Week 2 

Genesis 22:1-2, 9A, 10-13, 15-18 
Psalms 116:10, 15, 16-17, 18-19 

Romans 8:31B-34 
Mark 9:2-10 

During this time when we are all trying to keep safe, our 
priests would prefer that you do not call at the Presbytery 

without first making an appointment.   
Our clergy can all be contacted by email and by phone 

(details on the front page.) 
 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday.  

 
The Parish Office is closed and the staff are working  

remotely. 
Emails are read during the working day and the phone is 

monitored.  There are some requests that cannot be  
dealt with until the staff are back in the office.                                                                           

Your offerings last week amounted to £2455.28 
Thank you 

 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


The words Repent and believe in the 
Gospel or Remember that you are dust 
and to dust you shall return will be familiar 
to you. You may consider these refrains 
used in the liturgy of Ash Wednesday 
somewhat dispiriting, particularly in the 
current climate when many of us are     
almost desperate in our search for posi-
tive news and light hearted distractions 
that remove us from the constant remind-
er of what is around us and threatens us. 
However, they do express our whole 
hearted desire to return to God, to re-
spond to his plea, ‘Come back to me with 
all your heart, fasting, weeping, mourning’ 
for he, as the prophet Joel goes on to   
explain is ‘all tenderness and compas-
sion, slow to anger, rich in graciousness 
and ready to relent’ (Joel 2:12-18, 1

st
 

reading on Ash Wednesday). 
The ashes are an outward sign of an     
inner conversion and of renewal.  If we 
take the call of repentance and trans-
formation from God seriously, then we will 
also see the value in both fasting and 
prayer.  Jesus went into the desert where 
he fasted for forty days and forty nights. 
He endured this before he embarked on 
his public ministry.  If we are serious 
about responding to God’s will as his    
disciples of good news, then we need to 
prepare well as our Lord and Saviour did, 
for there will certainly be challenges in the 
form of temptation from the evil one who 
is intent on undermining God’s plan of 
salvation.  We can be sure that the devil 
will do his utmost to weaken our resolve 
to pray and fast, but remember just as  
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Returning to Lord in a spirit of prayer and fasting 

Jesus was led into the wilderness by 
the Holy Spirit, so we too must allow 
ourselves to be led by the Spirit who will 
give us the strength to resist all that 
would oppose God’s will for us. 
 

Get in-touch, stay connected  
I received this on my mobile the other 
day and it raised a smile.  
Not been out of house for a while? 
Does anyone know if Woolworths, C&A 
and Blockbuster still have the same 
opening hours?    
There is a more serious message here. 
Don’t cut yourself. Make sure you are in 
touch with other people. 
 

Thank you 
Special thanks to Christina Carr and 
Mike Basquill and their respective 
teams of catechists. For a number of 
years, they have always done sterling 
work in taking the children of our parish 
through the First Holy Communion   
programme and they continue to do so. 
Thank you to the children and their  
supportive parents.  Keep at it, you will 
be richly rewarded.  If anyone is inter-
ested in being a catechist or would 
simply like to know more, please do get 
in touch. 

 

      Fr Steve 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com


 

 
 
 

CAFOD WALK FOR WATER 
One in three people round the world does not have  

access to safe drinking water.  You have the power to 
change this through your support of Cafod.   

 
Join our Walk for Water challenge 

10,000 steps a day every day for 40 days 
 

Lent begins on February 17th; maybe this could be 
your Lenten challenge.  Find out more at  

cafod.org.uk/walk and read about Abdella, who lives 
in Ethiopia and undertakes a long and dangerous walk 

every day to collect water for his family. 
 

CAFOD LENT APPEAL 
Abdella lives in an extremely remote and mountainous 
part of Ethiopia.  It takes him ten hours a day to collect 
water.  He says his life is being wasted as he has no 
time for anything else.  Give today to reach vulnerable 
communities around the world with water and to      
provide other vital support. Donate online at 
cafod.org.uk/lent.  You can also give via text. Text 
LENT to 70460 to donate £10*. *Texts cost £10 plus one 
standard rate message you’ll be opting in to hear more about 
CAFOD’s work and fundraising via telephone and SMS. If 
you’d like to give £10 but do not wish to receive marketing 
communications, text LENTNOINFO to 70460.  

THE SICK & THE DEAD LIST 
(read out during Mass) 

Could I make a plea to you that when someone whose 
name is on our sick list is no longer ill, that you let us 
know so that we can remove their name from the list?  
Equally, when a funeral has taken place of a person on 
the list of the dead, please inform us so we can remove 
their name. 
 
This ensures that the list of names does not become 
too lengthy and enables us to include other names. 
Many thanks for your cooperation in this matter. 

      Fr Steve 

This plea from Fr Steve was in last week’s newsletter.  
Unfortunately it produced no response.  At the time of 
writing there are 39 names on the sick list and 27 
names on the list of the deceased.  

LENT TALKS 2021 
WEDNESDAYS 7.30 pm 

Live-streamed (and recorded) www.saintedmunds.net 
As none of us can go anywhere in the evening, there 

can be no better way to spend the time than by  
listening to Fr Ashley’s Lenten Talks on Wednesdays at 

7.30 pm beginning on the 24th. 
 

POPE FRANCIS AND THE FUTURE 
THE MESSAGE OF FRATELLI TUTTI 

24 February Dark Clouds over a Closed World  
3 March A Stranger on the Road  

10 March An Open World and a New Culture  
17 March Peace and Forgiveness. 
24 March Fraternity in the World  

 
The text of the pope’s letter can be found at  

 

Fratelli tutti (3 October 2020) | Francis (vatican.va)  

AUDIO BOOKS WANTED 
One of our older parishioners relies on audio books on 
CD to keep his mind occupied.  He has listened to his 

own collection many times over and as the local  
libraries have been shut for some time he has unable 

to borrow any from them. 
 

Is there anyone who would be willing to swap, or lend 
or give him some to listen to?  There may be others of 
you who are in the same situation.  If you are able to 

help, please either email the office or give them a call.  
They will arrange collection and delivery within covid 

secure guidelines. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Although we have no public Masses at the moment our 
priests still offer Mass intentions at our two daily     
Masses.  We have a good deal of availability at present 
so please email the parish office to arrange for a Mass.  
If you request a Mass intention it is usual to give a   
donation as a Mass stipend.  There is no fixed amount 
but a minimum of £10 is suggested, if you can afford it.  
Offerings can be made by bank transfer (see details on 
the back page), or via our website, or you can pop an 
envelope through the presbytery door marked with the 
details of the intention, the date and the name. 

FAMILY PRAYER TIME/CHILDREN’S LITURGY ONLINE 

Family prayer time/Children’s liturgy is an online video, 
for families to access during lockdown. The YouTube   
channel is https://www.youtube.com/c/ColourandShape 
and it is also at: www.colourandshapeonline.com 
 
There are many wonderful resources available online.  It 
is worth taking some time to browse the internet and 
find something that suits your children. 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
A reminder that Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting and 

abstinence 
 

Other churches in the area have remained open.  
Please cocntact them direct if you wish to know if they 

will be distributing ashes. 

A LENTEN RETREAT LED BY ARCHBISHOPJOHN 

Follow Me: Walking in the footsteps of Jesus through 
the season of Lent 

Archdiocese of Southwark retreat for Lent 

introduced by Archbishop John Wilson and led by the 
Spirituality Commission 

Please follow this link to sign up and receive  

information before the start of Lent. 

http://www.southwarkdsc.org.uk/followme  

 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html


 IN THE CHURCH 
Our church is closed for the safety of our parishioners.  All  

services are live-streamed and can also be viewed as a  
recording. 

Sunday 14 February Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

    Day for the Unemployed 

  6.00 pm vigil Church Esther Brown RIP 

  9.30 am Church Monica Grima RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Cornelius Donnelly RIP 

 

Monday 15 February Feria  

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church Leonard Pope RIP 

11.00 am Church Requiem of John O’Sullivan CLOSED 

  6.00 pm Church Noreen Sweeney RIP 
 

Tuesday 16 February Feria 

10.00 am Church Liam Collins RIP 

11.00 pm Church Requiem of Katrina Fleming CLOSED 

  6.00 pm Church Sr Aine Lynch RIP 

THE SEASON OF LENT 

Wednesday 17 February Ash Wednesday 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church William Webster RIP 
  6.00 pm Church Josie & Denis Healy RIP 

  7.00 pm Church Stations of the Cross to be led by 

    the Claver Sisters 
 

Thursday 18 February Feria 
10.00 am Church Requiem of Derek Ransley CLOSED  

6.00 pm   Church  Aziza Sharma RIP 
 

Friday 19 February  Feria 

  9.30 am Church Rosary    
10.00 am Church Intentions of the families of the 
    Salesian Sisters 
  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church Steve Bennett on the 40th day after 
    his death 
  7.00 pm Church Stations of the Cross to be led by  
    the RCIA 
 

Saturday 20 February Feria 
10.00 am Church Thomas Keane Jr 
  6.00 pm vigil Church Kay Ruddy RIP 
 

Sunday 21 February First Sunday in Lent 

  9.30 am Church Katinka Henry RIP 

  5.30 pm Church For the people of our parish 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is livestreamed each week-

day from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

There will be Benediction every Friday at 5.00 pm and on the 

last Sunday of each month Adoration and Benediction at  

4.00 pm. 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Lilian Banner, Fr Michael Boland, Maria Muoghalu,  Michael Bowden, Michael       
O’Sullivan, Mabel Graves, Thomas Noel Bromell, Sr Aine Lynch, Robert Neilan, Mary Weeks, Richard Armstrong, Katrina Fleming, 
Joan Dempsey, Christiona Mousset-Jones, Rosanna Cook. 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Frank Twynan, Fr David Rhys, Terence McNamara, Rumold Fleming,  
Michael Duffett, Ken Darryl Phelps, Joseph Brady, Eileen Blackeby, Shirley Haine, Michael Dilworth, Kathleen O’Sullivan, Paul Bones, 
Terence Keeley, Barbara Hands, Joseph Aigner, Margaret Wilkes, Mary Dunne. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, 
John Crouch, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford,  Nicholas Dunford, Sarah 
Dunmore, Cecil Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, 
Noreen Griffiths, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen 
Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Marie Hayock, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Peter Anthony Jones, Stephen Jones, Catherine 
Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, 
Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Robert Moyle, Philomena Mukoro, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-
O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Bob Swan, Kathleen Sylvester, 
Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue 
Wingfield, Christine and Terry Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

ONLINE GIVING – CORONAVIRUS 
Whilst our church is closed the Coronavirus is affecting us 
materially as well as spiritually.  Bills keep coming.  A 
good many parishioners already give via standing order or 
electronically.  This is a real lifeline for the church.  If you 
can pay online, it not only assists with the admin but is 
also great for social distancing.  Our bank details are: 

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

 
Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite via the 

DONATE option. 

READINGS FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

Year B, Cycle 1, Psalter Week 1 

Genesis 9:8-15 
Psalms 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 

1 Peter 3:18-22 
Mark 1:12-15 

During this time when we are all trying to keep safe, our 
priests would prefer that you do not call at the Presbytery 

without first making an appointment.   
Our clergy can all be contacted by email and by phone 

(details on the front page.) 
 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday.  

 
The Parish Office is closed and the staff are working  

remotely. 
Emails are read during the working day and the phone is 

monitored.  There are some requests that cannot be  
dealt with until the staff are back in the office.                                                                           

Your offerings last week amounted to £4783.66 
Thank you 

 

      +
  Ash Wednesday 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


'Each month the pope chooses a special prayer intention to guide 
all of us in our intercessory prayer.  This month his intention 
is Women who are victims of violence  
 
The Holy Father has produced a special Youtube message for 
this which you can find at www.youtube.com/watch?
v=RwxECzuOotQ and there is a special Pray With the Pope 
website, www.praywiththepope.net.  As we begin to prepare for 
Lent the pope suggests that a desire for repentance, in relation to 
society and perhaps our own past histories, could be among our 
Lenten prayers. 
 

In our diaconate formation programme and MA degree in    
Catholic Social Teaching we now have special sessions on   

Catholic teaching and domestic abuse (of course I realise that the 
remit of the pope’s prayer intention is not restricted to violence 

or abuse in the home).  It has been important for us to do this in 
the last year because, as some of you will know, there has sadly 
been a big rise in incidents of domestic abuse since the first lock-

down last March; and the majority of victims of domestic abuse 
are women and children.  People have had to spend more time 

together, children and young people have been home from 
school, a lot of people have lost their jobs, and overall in society 

there has been a big increase in stress and mental health       
problems, which can cause people to be violent to their partners. 
There is a growing amount of evidence that the rise in domestic 

abuse has been one of the most serious social problems during 
this pandemic, and it is unlikely to decline in the near future. 

There is a growing need for good advice to be available to   
women who are victims of domestic abuse and for safe refuges 

for them. 

 
In the churches and other faith communities, if we’re honest, 

there is a rather bad history of how women who suffer domestic 
abuse are supported.  Often our churches have not been safe or 
places where people can find comfort and support. Too often a 

woman who has been beaten up by her husband or partner has 
been told by a priest or a nun to bear the suffering, pray for the 

perpetrator and not even think about escaping from her violent 
marriage or partnership.  Often those who suffer have feelings of 

guilt, blaming themselves for the violence meted out to them: 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 

Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP       
Email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
Website: www.saintedmunds.net 
020 8650 0970  Parish Office  
 
Fr. Steve Wymer ~ Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck ~ 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. David Atuanya CSSp ~ 020 8650 7533 - davidatuanya@rcaos.org.uk 
Deacon Sean Murphy ~ 020 3490 5693 - seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk  
Deacon Duncan Aitkins ~ 07957 861 404 - duncanaitkins@rcaos.org.uk 

7 February 2021  
              Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Salesian Sisters  
25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   

020 8650 6313  
patdevine13@gmail.com  

Missionary Sisters of   
St. Peter Claver  

89 Shortlands Road, BR2 0JL  
020 8313 3915  

sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com  

WOMEN WHO ARE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE  

disastrous pastoral responses from people in authority in the 
Church simply make this worse.  Moreover the issue is   

simply not talked about (particularly in more affluent      
communities); often clergy or sisters will have had little train-

ing in how to respond properly.  They might themselves have 
been taught that a marriage should be ‘saved’ at all costs, 

even if a wife is being constantly beaten up, perhaps in     
danger of her life; children might also be endangered. 

 

It is worth remembering that violence and other forms of 
abuse are never acceptable in marriage or in similar partner-
ships.  The only person morally responsible is the violent 

partner (usually a man); his wife or partner and their children 
have a human right to be safe; a right not to be endangered 

within a destructive relationship.  It is totally irresponsible to 
collude with this sin of violence by excusing it or minimising 

it.  The Church has a responsibility to give people good    
advice and help - that is why sessions for those training for 

ordination, and for others in pastoral ministry and parish life, 
are important.  In our pastoral ministry all of us - clergy,  
sisters, teachers, catechists and others - have to respond 

properly to this; it is a matter of life and death. 

 
This affects all of us: we may know a woman who is a victim 

of domestic abuse; some of you reading this newsletter may 
yourselves be victims. The Catholic Bishops Conference has 

produced special small flyers - which ordinarily we would 
make available in church - giving details of the Freephone 24 

hour National Domestic Violence Helpline (0808 2000 247) 

 
A lot of work is being done in faith groups to build up net-

works of support, to provide training and raise awareness in 
churches and faith groups.  If you wish to know more visit 
the website Standing Together against Domestic Abuse 

(www,standingtogether.org.uk/faith-vawg.). You can also 
through this make a donation towards this important work.  

 

This Monday, the feast of St Josephine Bakhita, is a special 
Day for Victims of Trafficking, a terrible form of violence, 

often against women. Please pray alongside our Holy Father 
this month for all women who are victims of violence. 

 
      Fr Ashley Beck 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIQ9v0WZFc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIQ9v0WZFc4
http://www.praywiththepope.net
mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com
http://standingtogether.org.uk/faith-vawg


 

FAMILY PRAYER TIME/CHILDREN’S LITURGY ONLINE 

Family prayer time/Children’s liturgy is an online video, 
for families to access during lockdown. The YouTube   
channel is https://www.youtube.com/c/ColourandShape 
and it is also at: www.colourandshapeonline.com 
 
There are many wonderful resources available online.  It 
is worth taking some time to browse the internet and 
find something that suits your children. 

 
 
 

CAFOD WALK FOR WATER 
One in three people round the world does not have  

access to safe drinking water.  You have the power to 
change this through your support of Cafod.   

 
Join our Walk for Water challenge 

10,000 steps a day every day for 40 days 
 

Lent begins on February 17th; maybe this could be 
your Lenten challenge.  Find out more at  

cafod.org.uk/walk and read about Abdella, who lives 
in Ethiopia and undertakes a long and dangerous walk 

every day to collect water for his family. 

GOING INTO HOSPITAL 
Given the large numbers of people being admitted to 
hospital at this time, it is particularly important to be 
clear about what you should do if you or a friend or  
family member is admitted and seriously ill. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The most important thing to do is to get a message to 
the Catholic chaplain.   The quickest and most effec-
tive way to do this is to ring the hospital switchboard 
and ask them to do so.   If it is not urgent you will be 
connected to a voicemail for the chaplaincy team; if it is 
urgent, tell the switchboard and they will contact the 
duty Catholic chaplain by mobile or pager.   In most 
hospitals the chaplaincy service is well run according to 
contractual obligations and you or your relative or friend 
will be seen as quickly as possible (within current     
constraints).  There are some hospitals where the     
system is less clear, but certainly for the Kings/PRUH 
trust, Lewisham, and the central London hospitals this 
should work well. 
 
It is good for the presbytery to be notified too, so that 
the name of the person concerned can be added to the 
list of sick people prayed for every day, and for our infor-
mation.  But unless there is a problem it really is best 
not to expect the clergy to do what you could do more 
quickly yourself - that is, to contact the chaplain.  The 
more people involved in a process of ringing up or   
leaving messages, the longer it will all take.  Please also 
remember that in nearly every case it is the responsibil-
ity of the hospital chaplain or the chaplaincy team to visit        
patients, not parish clergy, especially, as at the moment 
chaplaincy teams have been given proper protective 
equipment - and in some cases only they will be admit-
ted to wards.     Fr Ashley 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
I’m sure most of you are well aware that Lent is almost 
upon us with Ash Wednesday beginning the Season on 
17

th
 February.  As St Edmund’s has been closed for five 

weeks now and will remain so until the clergy team  
considers it safe to open, we will not be having the   
distribution of ashes.  I’m sure you will appreciate that it 
is better to be consistent in the current climate and and 
having closed our doors to sacramental communion, it 
would make little sense if we were to open them for the 
ashes  
 

THE SICK & THE DEAD LIST 
(read out during Mass) 

Could I make a plea to you that when someone whose 
name is on our sick list is no longer ill, that you would 
let us know so that we can remove their name from the 
list?  Equally, when a funeral has taken place of a    
person on the list of the dead, then please inform us so 
we can remove their name. 
 
This ensures that the list of names does not become 
too lengthy and enables us to include other names. 
Many thanks for your cooperation in this matter.   

St George’s Church is currently open Mon – Fri 09.00 – 
13.00 for private prayer and also to receive donations 
for the foodbanks they support, Christ Church Anerley 
and Living Well, Penge.  
This might make it easier for you to continue with your 
donations to Living Well. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Although there are no public Masses at the moment our 
priests still offer Mass intentions at our two daily     
Masses.  Please email the parish office to arrange one.  
If you request a Mass intention it is usual to give a    
donation as a Mass stipend.  There is no fixed amount 
but a minimum of £10 is suggested, if you can afford it. 
Offerings can be made by bank transfer (see details on 
last page, via our website, or you can pop an envelope 
through the presbytery door marked with the intention 
date and the name. 

JOHN O’SULLIVAN RIP 
John died unexpectedly at St Thomas's Hospital, 

London on the 21st January, surrounded by his loving 
family.   

  
In line with Government regulations a private funeral 

will take place for John. 
His Requiem Mass will take place on  
Monday 15

th
 February at 1.00pm at  

St. Edmund's Church, Beckenham to which only  
invited guests can be admitted. 

 
A live stream of John’s funeral Mass can be viewed 

on https://saintedmunds.net/index.php/webcam/ 

Burial afterwards in Bromley Hill Cemetery, London 
BR1 4JU 

https://saintedmunds.net/index.php/webcam/


 
Victim Support have introduced a free and 
independent support service called Safe 
Spaces, a joint Anglican and Catholic 
Church project to provide a vital specialist 
support service for survivors of church-
related abuse in England and Wales. 

Tel:0300 303 1056 
Email:safespaces@victimsupport.org.uk 
LiveChat:www.SafeSpacesEnglandandWales.org.uk  
 

 
Phone if you are experiencing domestic 
abuse.  

Helpline: 0808 2000 247 (Open 24 
hours).  

 

 

Phone if you feel you are struggling to 
cope and need someone to talk to.  

Helpline: 08457 90 90 90 (open 24 hours)  

COLOMA GIRLS SCHOOL 
Many parents who have had daughters at 
Coloma and past pupil will be delighted to 
hear that Mrs Norma Carroll, who was the 
school’s Director of Music for many years 

has been awarded an OBE for her  
services to education in Croydon 

Missio Missionaries continue to 
need our financial support, as do 
the people in the poor parts of the 
world which they serve.  Due to 
the Covid virus it is no longer safe 
for APF Promoters to visit the 240 

members to empty the familiar and traditional Red Box-
es.  However, if you would like to support Missio in its 
fundraising for the missions you can make out a cheque 
payable to:     Missio/Archdiocese of Southwark APF 

 

REDISCOVER MARRIAGE WITH RETROUVAILLE 
'Retrouvaille' simply means 'rediscovery'. The programme offers the chance for couples to rediscover them-
selves, and a loving relationship. Tens of thousands of couples headed for divorce have successfully saved 
their marriages by attending and using the tools provided. There is no group therapy or group work.                                                                                                             
For confidential information about Retrouvaille or to register for the next programme commencing with a  Virtual 
weekend on 25 – 28 February: 

tel/text 0788 729 6983 or 0797 338 0443 or email 
retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com or www.retrouvaille.org.uk 

mailto:retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com
https://rcsouthwark.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a40ab1a35eac7236d856fe882&id=341399a42c&e=50eca7f4ec


 

IN THE CHURCH 
Our church is closed for the safety of our parishioners.  All  

services are live-streamed and can also be viewed as a  
recording. 

 
Sunday 7 February  Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  6.00 pm vigil Church Dec’d members of the Bean,  

    Harrow & O’Neill Families 

  9.30 am Church Gerald Baker RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Bessie Boudville RIP 

 

Monday 8 February  Feria (St Josephine Bakhita) 

    Day for Victims of Trafficking 

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church Dec’d Benefactors & Promoters of  
    the Claver Sisters 

  6.00 pm Church Michael O’Sullivan RIP 

 
Tuesday 9 February Feria 

10.00 am Church James Huff RIP 

11.00 pm Church Requiem of Ted Northwood(CLOSED) 

  6.00 pm Church Robert Neilan RIP 

 
Wednesday 10 February St Scholastica (Virgin) 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church Caroline Pearson RIP (anniv) 
11.00 am Church Requiem of Norah Kidd (CLOSED) 
  6.00 pm Church For friends & benefactors of the 

    Salesian Family 

 

Thursday 11 February Feria (Our Lady of Lourdes) 
    World Day for the Sick 
10.00 am Church Joan & Marie Cronin 
12.30 pm Church Requiem for Tessa Gould (CLOSED) 
  6.00 pm   Church  Mary Weeks RIP 
 
Friday 12 February  Feria 

  9.30 am Church Rosary    
10.00 am Church Antonio Allegretti 
  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church Eddie Griffin RIP 
 
Saturday 13 February Feria (The Blessed Virgin Mary) 
10.00 am Church Richard & Mabel Graves RIP 
  6.00 pm vigil      “  Esther Brown RIP 

 

Sunday 14 February Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

    Day for the Unemployed 

  9.30 am Church Monica Grima RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Cornelius Donnelly RIP 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam 

each weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

There will be Benediction every Friday at 5.00 pm and on 

the last Sunday of each month at 4.30 pm. 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Lilian Banner, Tessa Gould, Fr Michael Boland, Ted Northwood, Fr Patrick Nwokeji, 
Maria Muoghalu, Nora Kidd, Siba Mahalingam, Michael Bowden, Michael O’Sullivan, Mabel Graves, Nicola Evans, Thomas Noel   
Bromell, Sr Aine Lynch, Robert Neilan, Mary Weeks, Richard Armstrong,  Katrina Fleming, Joan Dempsey, Christiona Mousset-Jones, 
Rosanna Cook. 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Catherine Jones, Berenice Goodwill, Anne Guinle, Cyril Fleming, Jeannette 
Whiting, Clive Parfitt, Lucienne Alphonse, Kathleen O’Sullivan, Joanna & Dennis Duggan, Mary Leonard, Derek Crawford, Colette 
Woods, Carmen Roper, Marion Ryan, Eddie Griffin, Mary Morgan, Michael Lavender, Milagros Purvis, Fiona Davies, Doris Connor. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, 
John Crouch, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford,  Nicholas Dunford, Sarah 
Dunmore, Cecil Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, 
Noreen Griffiths, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen 
Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Marie Hayock, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Peter Anthony Jones, Stephen Jones, Catherine 
Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, 
Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Robert Moyle, Philomena Mukoro, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-
O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Bob Swan, Kathleen Sylvester, 
Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue 
Wingfield, Christine and Terry Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

 

 
Your offerings last week amounted to £2114.70 

Thank you 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
Or to set up a standing order our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 

Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite via the 
DONATE option. 

READINGS FOR THE SIXTH WEEK IN 

 ORDINARY TIME 

Year B, Cycle 1, Psalter Week 2 

 

Leviticus 13:1-2,44-46 
Psalm 32:1-2,5,11 

1 Corinthians 10:31—11:1 
Mark 1:40-45 

During this time when we are all trying to keep safe, our 
priests would prefer if you did not call at the Presbytery 

without first making an appointment.   
Our clergy can all be contacted by email and by phone 

(details on the front page.) 
 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday. Please leave them free to  

enjoy it. 
 

The Parish Office is closed and the staff are working from 
home.  

 

Dear Lord, please help me to remember that 
everything is under Your control.  There is  

nothing that can harm me.  No one who can 
hurt me.  You are great and powerful Lord, 

you give me strength to rise above each      
difficult   circumstance and to react with grace 

to every difficult situation.   
Praise God, Master of All. 

Amen 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


Last week it was announced that Britain had   
become the first European country to officially 
reach the ‘sombre milestone’, as one newspaper 
put it, of more than 100,000 deaths.  As tragic 
and sobering as these grim facts are, and not 
wishing to minimise or trivialise in any way the 
devastating effects of the pandemic on individ-
uals, families and communities across the world, 
we must implore God to raise us above all that 
would drag us down, that he would strengthen 
our faith, hope and confidence in him, and ask 
this especially for those who feel their faith being 
tested and weakened. 
There are always people and occasions to raise 
our spirits when we most need them.  A week 
and a half ago at the inauguration of Joe Biden, 
the 46

th
 US president, a young black woman, 

Amanda Gorman, who had become America’s 
first national youth poet laureate in 2017, recited 
her six-minute poem, The Hill We Climb.  She 
did so radiating confidence and hope in a better 
and brighter future.  She did it with a confident 
smile.  In one sense the image of climbing a hill 
may not be helpful bearing in mind that many of 
us are stuck in-doors and going nowhere; but in 
another sense the upward struggle, the punish-
ing climb against the odds, with little respite 
along the way and our destination still some way 
off, is apt because many of us are weary, even 
despondent of this journey we are on at the    
present.  But the title of the poem reminds us 
that none of us is alone, we climb the hill togeth-
er.  If this pandemic has taught us anything it is 
how much we need to support one another with 
the love, the kindness and the gift of prayer God 
has given us.  I often receive text messages and 
emails of support from people quoting the scrip-
tures, expressing positive thoughts and ideas 
and occasionally accompanied by beautiful     
pictures. The effect is a positive one, I feel part of 
something, a caring and supportive network.  
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THE HILL WE CLIMB  

DON’T REMAIN ANONYMOUS 
While I’m always pleased to hear the views of 
parishioners, I make an exception when a   
letter arrives unsigned, even if the writer      
explains the reason for his or her anonymity. 
To receive and not be able to respond to    
criticism and dubious judgement, leaves the 
recipient feeling manipulated and unfairly 
treated.  It really serves no purpose at all.   
I hope the sender of the letter I received last 
week will take what I have said to heart and 
resist doing this kind of thing again.  
Perhaps he or she, when we are free of covid 
and back to normality, will have the courage to 
speak to me or any member of the clergy face 
to face in a spirit of openness and Christian 
charity.  It is the fairest way, the only way.   
I write this not so much with annoyance but 
with some disappointment 
 
 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com


 

300 Club 

Congratulations to our January winners.  A good start to 
their year.  If you would like to join the 300 Club and 

have a chance at a monthly prize, please send an email 
to the Parish Office. 

No 20, £100 Ms Donna Mentesh 

No 116, £75 Mrs Gretta O’Reilly 

No 296, £50 Miss Kathleen Hayes 

No 248, £25 Mr Jeremy Boulton 

 
 
 
 
 

THE GLOBAL CATHOLIC MOVEMENT INVITES YOU 
TO ‘GLOBAL HEALING’ 

Six Thursdays from 18 February – 25
 
March 

7.30pm – 8.30pm  
To register please email 

jane@catholicclimatemovement.global 
Since Pope Francis published Laudato Si’ in 2015,     
millions of people have joined the global movement to 
address the environmental crisis our world is facing. 
This Lent, we are inviting YOU to join us for a series of 
reflective evenings with speakers, prayer and discuss-
sion, using the film-based resource “Global Healing”. 
These engaging documentaries will inform and         
challenge people to respond to Pope Francis’ call to 
Care for Our Common Home. 
“Living our vocation to be protectors of God's handiwork 
is essential to a life of virtue; it is not an optional or    
secondary aspect of our Christian experience…Truly, 
much can be done!” (Laudato Si’, 217, 180) 

Hosted by GCCM Laudato Si’ Animators in the UK. 

St George’s Church is currently open Mon – Fri 09.00 – 
13.00 for private prayer and also to receive donations 
for the foodbanks they support, Christ Church Anerley 
and Living Well, Penge.  
This might make it easier for you to continue with your 
donations to Living Well. 

REDISCOVER MARRIAGE WITH RETROUVAILLE 
'Retrouvaille' simply means 'rediscovery'. The            
programme offers the chance for couples to rediscover 
themselves, and a loving relationship. Tens of         
thousands of couples headed for divorce have success-
fully saved their marriages by attending and using the 
tools provided. There is no group therapy or group work.                                                                                                                     
For confidential information about Retrouvaille or to   
register for the next programme commencing with a  
Virtual weekend on 25 – 28 February: 
tel/text 0788 729 6983 or 0797 338 0443 or email 
retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com or www.retrouvaille.org.uk 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Although there are no public Masses at the moment our 
priests still offer Mass intentions at our two daily     
Masses.  Please email the parish office to arrange one.  
If you request a Mass intention it is usual to give a    
donation as a Mass stipend.  There is no fixed amount 
but a minimum of £10 is suggested, if you can afford it. 
Offerings can be made by bank transfer (see details on 
last page, via our website, or you can pop an envelope 
through the presbytery door marked with the intention 
date and the name. 

FAMILY PRAYER TIME/ CHILDREN’S LITURGY ONLINE 

Family prayer time/Children’s liturgy is an online video, 
for families to access during lockdown.  YouTube   
channel: is https://www.youtube.com/c/ColourandShape 
and it is also at: www.colourandshapeonline.com 
 
There are many wonderful resources available online.  It 
is worth taking some time to browse the internet and 
find something that suits your children. 

THE LENT ENCOUNTER 
Is a brand new way to focus on the Bible and Jesus.  
Sign up at biblesociety.org.uk/lent2021 to receive a 
daily WhatsApp message throughout Lent. You’ll get 
beautiful pictures, practical challenges and personal 
reflections to help you encounter the Bible.  And you 

can still eat chocolate! 

FOUNDATION GOVERNORS FOR  

ST CATHERINE’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL, 
BEXLEYHEATH 

The Trustees of St Catherine's, the Sisters of La Sainte 
Union, are seeking to appoint committed  Catholics to 
the Governing Body.  A new Board of Governors is be-
ing appointed to take the school forward.  Full training 
and support will be offered, including supporting the 
distinctive Catholic mission and character of the school.  
Applicants offering expertise in finance, building, HR, 
law, education and other  relevant experience are 
warmly encouraged to apply. The Trustees are         
especially keen to welcome members from BAME   
communities, thus reflecting the ethnic diversity of    
students and staff. 

If you are interested, please contact: 

Mr Nick Watkiss, Executive Headteacher or  

email maureenwilliams70@gmail.com for an  

application form. 

RESPOND TO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH  
CONSULTATION TO STOP HOME ABORTIONS 

The Department of Health is holding a public con-
sultation on whether to continue the practice of allowing 
abortion providers to send abortion pills to women at 
home.  SPUC has prepared a briefing which gives a 
step by step guide to completing the consultation    
questionnaire.  Please go to: 
https://www.spuc.org.uk/Get-Involved/Campaigns/ 
England-DIY-Abortion-Consultation 
The consultation ends on 26th February 2021  

mailto:jane@catholicclimatemovement.global
mailto:retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com
https://rcsouthwark.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a40ab1a35eac7236d856fe882&id=341399a42c&e=50eca7f4ec


 
THE FEAST OF ST JOHN BOSCO 

Sunday January 31 
The Salesian Sisters at Village Way ask you to join 
them in prayer as they celebrate the feast of their 
founder, St John Bosco.  He entrusted all to Our  
Lady.  She guided his life's work especially that 
of helping the young know Jesus and live full and 
happy lives.  

SR AINE LYNCH ACI RIP 
It was with great sadness that we learnt of the death of 
Sr Aine Lynch who died on Wednesday night.  Sr Aine 
was with the Handmaids of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
living at 27 Village Way for many years.  She was a 
kind and  loving woman with a gentle word for every-
one. 

                                          + 

GOING INTO HOSPITAL 
Given the large numbers of people being admitted to 
hospital at this time, it is particularly important to be 
clear about what you should do if you or a friend or  
family member is admitted and seriously ill. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The most important thing to do is to get a message to 
the Catholic chaplain.  The quickest and most effective 
way to do this is to ring the hospital switchboard and 
ask them to do so.  If it is not urgent you will be con-
nected to a voicemail for the chaplaincy team; if it is 
urgent, tell the switchboard and they will contact the 
duty Catholic chaplain by mobile or pager.  In most 
hospitals the chaplaincy service is well run according to 
contractual obligations and you or your relative or friend 
will be seen as quickly as possible (within current     
constraints).  There are some hospitals where the     
system is less clear, but certainly for the Kings/PRUH 
trust, Lewisham, and the central London hospitals this 
should work well. 
 
It is good for the presbytery to be notified too, so that 
the name of the person concerned can be added to the 
list of sick people prayed for every day, and for our infor-
mation.  But unless there is a problem it really is best 
not to expect the clergy to do what you could do more 
quickly yourself - that is, to contact the chaplain.  The 
more people involved in a process of ringing up or   
leaving messages, the longer it will all take.  Please also 
remember that in nearly every case it is the responsibil-
ity of the hospital chaplain or the chaplaincy team to visit        
patients, not parish clergy, especially, as at the moment 
chaplaincy teams have been given proper protective 
equipment - and in some cases only they will be admit-
ted to wards. 
 
    Fr Ashley 
 

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD OR 

CANDLEMAS 

This feast is known by two names. It is always     
celebrated on February 2, forty days after the birth of 
Christ.  On this day our nativity scene, visible to all 
this year, as it was placed centre stage in front of the 
altar, will be dismantled, to be put away carefully 
until next Christmas. 

 

In France Candlemas or Chandeleur, is also known 
as Jour des Crepes (Crepes Day) and different    
regions have different ways in which they celebrate 
it.  One tradition that is followed throughout France is 
to hold a gold coin in the hand you write with whilst 
attempting to toss a pancake and catching it in the 
pan with your other hand!  If you can manage to do 
this your family will soon become rich. 

 

In Brittany some people believe that if you can toss 
six pancakes, one after the other, you will be married 
before the year is over. 

 

A very strange superstition followed by many       
couples is to place a crepe either in their wardrobe 
or on top of it, to ensure they remain happily married. 

 

In Eastern France, near the Swiss border, some  
people believe that if you can carry a lit candle all the 
way home after Mass then you will stay alive during 
the coming year. 

 

Crepes musn’t be eaten before 8.00 pm! 

 

The following page has a simple picture of the  
Presentation of the Lord which you might like to print 

out and encourage your young children to colour. 





 

IN THE CHURCH 
Our church is closed for the safety of our parishioners.  All  

services are live-streamed and can also be viewed as a  
recording. 

 
Sunday 31 January  Fourth Sunday  

    Racial Justice Day 

    Feast of St John Bosco 

  6.00 pm vigil Church Dec’d members of the Doolan Family 

  9.30 am Church Gerald & Margaret Cronin  RIP 

  4.30 pm Church Benediction 

  5.30 pm Church Wellbeing of Pierre Laine 

 

Monday 1 February  Feria 

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church Frank Dyer RIP (anniv) 

  6.00 pm Church Private Intention 

 
Tuesday 2 February The Presentation of the Lord 

10.00 am Church Benefactors & Promoters of the  
    Claver Sisters 

  6.00 pm Church Mim Jennings RIP 

 
Wednesday 3 February Feria (St Lawrence of Canterbury, 
    Bishop, St Blaise, Bishop &  
    Martyr) 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church Thomas Keane Snr RIP 
  6.00 pm Church Special Intention 

 

Thursday 4 February Feria 
10.00 am Church Wellbeing of Richard Armstrong 
  6.00 pm   Church  David Patterson RIP & the welfare of 
    the Patterson Family 
 
Friday 5 February  St Agatha, Virgin & Martyr 

  9.30 am   Rosary    
10.00 am Church Mrs Christiane Saide RIP 
  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 am Church William Webster RIP 
 
Saturday 6 February St Paul Miki and Companions,  
    Martyrs 
10.00 am Church Dec’d members of the Bean, Harrow 
    & O’Neill Families 
  6.00 pm vigil      “  John O’Sullivan RIP 

 

Sunday 7 February  Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  9.30 am Church Gerald Baker RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Bessie Boudville RIP 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam 

each weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

There will be Benediction every Friday at 5.00 pm and on 

the last Sunday of each month at 4.30 pm. 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Lilian Banner, Tessa Gould, Fr Michael Boland, Ted Northwood, Fr Patrick Nwokeji, 
Maria Muoghalu, Nora Kidd, Siba Mahalingam, Michael Bowden, Michael O’Sullivan, Mabel Graves, Nicola Evans and Sr Aine Lynch. 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Frank Dyer, James Doherty, Josephine Wesson, Patricia Edwards, John 
Hatfield, Dolly Lock, Patricia Jenkins, Mary Li, Gaynor Mullane, Christian Petersen, David Young, Aileen Dunning, Michael Greaves, 
Lionel Fannin. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Richard Armstrong, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Mark Clapson, Jorge 
Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford,       
Nicholas Dunford, Sarah Dunmore, Cecil Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika 
Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Noreen Griffiths, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, 
Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Marie Hayock, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Peter Anthony Jones, 
Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, 
Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Robert Moyle, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, 
Margaret Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Bob Swan, Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, 
Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield, Christine and Terry 
Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

 
 

 

Your offerings last week amounted to £2265.27 
Thank you 

 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
Or to set up a standing order our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 

This weekend there is a second collection for the  
Catholic Association for Racial Justice which exists to 
support the work of the Catholic Church to promote racial 

justice in our schools, parishes and in wider society. 
 

Your donation can be given through ChurchSuite via the 
DONATE option. 

READINGS FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 

Year B Cycle 1 Psalter Week 1 
Job 7:1-4, 6-7 

Psalms 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 
1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23 

During this time when we are all trying to keep safe, our 
priests would prefer if you did not call at the Presbytery 

without first making an appointment.   
Our clergy can all be contacted by email and by phone 

(details on the front page.) 
 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday. Please leave them free to  

enjoy it. 
 

The Parish Office is closed and the staff are working from 
home.  

 
Emails are read during the working day and the phone is 

monitored.  There are some requests that cannot be  
dealt with until the staff are back in the office.                                                                           

THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR FEBRUARY 
We pray with Pope Francis for women who are victims 
of violence, that they may be protected by society and 

have their sufferings considered and heeded.  

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


AS YOU MAY REMEMBER in this 
country for over a year now we have 
been keeping a special Year of the 
Word of God, entitled The God who 
Speaks, designed to help Catholics in 
England and Wales deepen our 
knowledge of the Bible. The Bishops 
Conference has developed special 
resources for this which you can  
access at www.godwhospeaks.uk. 
Linked to this in September 2019 
Pope Francis instituted for the whole 

world a special Sunday of the Word of God to be celebrated 
on this Sunday every year; of course this will often be    
during the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, and 
the pope made it clear that ‘the Scriptures point out, for 
those who listen, the path to authentic and firm unity.’ 

Of course all this was planned before the pandemic - as part 
of the special year we did have two study evenings in the 
church before the shutters came down last spring, which 
were live-streamed. 

I think I have pointed out elsewhere that, difficult as the last 
ten months have been, the coincidence between ‘lockdown’ 
and this special year might turn out to be providential.  Has 
the pandemic period helped us get to know the Bible better? 

In some ways, no.  At purely live-streamed Masses, the 
Scripture readings are read solely by the priest or a deacon, 
since no one else is in the church building.  This is far from 
ideal in that the reading of the Word of God at Mass, since 
the renewal of our liturgy following the Second Vatican 
Council, should involve the active participation of lay-
people.  When we have been open, a limited number of 
readers, and sometimes only the altar server, has been able 
to read for safety reasons, and moreover the homily has 
been limited to five minutes and the Bidding Prayers, in-
tended to be a response to the Bible readings, have been 
suspended.  The Holy Father in his 2019 letter encourages 
us to ‘enthrone’ the sacred text during the Mass this Sunday 
to emphasise its importance, and this is not easy in the   
present circumstances; nor is the commissioning of readers 
by the local bishop today, which he also recommends. 

In other ways we can be more positive.  Vatican II taught 
us that in the Mass one of the four ways in which we      
encounter the presence of Jesus Christ is through the Bible 
readings.  That is why the reading of the Bible at Mass is a 
solemn event which should be done properly - with care, 
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THE SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

reverence and audibility.  That’s why at Mass the     
deacon or the priest kisses the gospel text at the end of 
the reading, and why, ordinarily the gospel book is 
bowed to and reverenced with incense; sometimes the 
gospel text is sung.  We should normally see this as a 
special kind of reading, because God speaks to us 
through the words which are being read; he is with us in 
this way.  

You probably don’t know this but a privilege given to 
bishops is that they can have a chapel in their homes 
with the Blessed Sacrament reserved. Many of us would 
have liked this in the last few months.  But if we’re  
serious about encountering the presence of Christ in the 
Bible - not restricted to the reading of the scriptures at 
Mass - then we have the Lord present in our homes if 
we possess a Bible.  This prompts some awkward   
questions: do we have one?  If we do is it a good, up-to-
date Catholic Bible?  Where do we keep it?  Does it get 
opened or is there a film of dust on the top?  I draw at-
tention to this because while it is important that so 
many of you have been strengthened in these difficult 
times by being able to participate in live-streamed 
Masses, from our own church and from elsewhere in the 
world, it is also important that we meet Our Lord in the 
Scriptures, and (provided we have a Bible or can access 
one online) we can do that without leaving our homes.  

In the talks we had last year we did recommend good 
Bibles which does mean, I am afraid, avoiding some. 
Don’t go and buy a ‘King James Bible’ from WHSmith 
(if you can these days), as it’s not a Catholic Bible and 
is incomplete.  In my view the best one now in this 
country is the Revised New Jerusalem Bible (DLT 
2019), shown here, largely the work of the Benedictine 
scholar at Ampleforth, Dom Henry Wansbrough 
(known to some of you). It’s outstanding and not very 
expensive - note that Catholic Bibles are expected to 
have at least some brief explanatory notes, and Fr 
Wansbrough’s are excellent.  Another good one is The 
Bible freshly translated by Nicholas King (Kevin    
Mayhew 2013).  Fr King, who is a friend of mine, is a 
Jesuit priest based in Oxford who gave some online 
talks in our deanery last year.  Please don’t feel embar-
rassed to ask about Bibles or the Bible - we’re here to 
help so that this Sunday, and at this time, we can all 
grow in our knowledge of the Bible. 

http://www.godwhospeaks.uk
mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com


 

IN THE CHURCH 
Our church is closed for the safety of our parishioners.  All  

services are live-streamed and can also be viewed as a  
recording. 

 
Sunday 24 January  Third Sunday  

    Sunday of the Word of God 

  6.00 pm vigil   O’Keefe Family 

  9.30 am Church Gerald Baker RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Patrick & Nora Doolan RIP 

    Tina Loughney RIP 

 

Monday 25 January  Feria (The Conversion of St Paul 
    the Apostle) 

  9.30 am   Rosary 

10.00 am Church Benefactors & Promoters of the  
    Claver Sisters 

  6.00 pm Church Michael Bowden RIP 

 
Tuesday 26 January Saints Timothy & Titus, Bishops 

10.00 am Church Judge Family 

  6.00 pm Church Mim Jennings RIP 

 
Wednesday 27 January Feria (St Angela Merici) 
  9.30 am   Rosary 
10.00 am Church Kean Family 
  6.00 pm Church Elizabeth (Betty) Heavey RIP 

 

Thursday 28 January St Thomas Aquinas, Priest &  
    Doctor of the Church 
10.00 am Church Emma Panas RIP 
  6.00 pm   Church  Aidan Cotter 
  
Friday 29 January  Feria 

  9.30 am   Rosary    
10.00 am Church Mim Jennings RIP 
  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 am Church Rodriguez Family 
 
Saturday 30 January Feria (The Blessed Virgin Mary) 
10.00 am Church Sr Monica 
  6.00 pm vigil      “  Dec’d members of the Doolan Family 

 

Sunday 31 January  Fourth Sunday  

    Racial Justice Day 

  9.30 am Church Gerald & Margaret Cronin  RIP 

  4.30 pm Church Benediction 

  5.30 pm Church Wellbeing of Pierre Laine 

 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam 

each weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

 

There will be Benediction every Friday at 5.00 pm and on 

the last Sunday of each month at 4.30 pm. 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Tessa Gould, Fr Michael Boland, Fr George Webster, Ted Northwood, Norman Potter, 
Denise Ricketts, Rosi Baruffi, Rowland Jenkins, Marie-Christine Kerr, Clautilda Binang, Canon Frank O’Sullivan, Fr George Webster, 
Fr Patrick Nwokeji, Maria Muoghalu, Bishop Gregory Ochiagha, Norah Kidd, Siba Mahalingam, Michael Bowden and Michael        
O’Sullivan. 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  William Webster, Monica Hyland, Anne Lymbery, May McMahon, Tom 
Gower, Cheryl McGoldrick, Gibson Janika Sikaleya, Frank Donagh, Caroline Pearson, Yvonne Harvey, Jason Du Haney, Jim 
McNamara, Michael Akpenyi. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, 
John Crouch, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Sarah 
Dunmore, Cecil Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, 
Noreen Griffiths, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen 
Hayes, Marie Hayock, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Peter Anthony Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony &    
Richard  Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara 
Moyce, Robert Moyle, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen 
Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Bob Swan, Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred,    
Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield, Christine and Terry Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 
 

 

Your offerings last week amounted to £2713.80 
Thank you 

 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order.   Our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 

Next weekend there is a second collection for the  
Catholic Association for Racial Justice which exists to 

support the work of the Catholic Church to promote racial 
justice in our schools, parishes and in wider society. 

Your donation can be given through ChurchSuite via the 
DONATE option.. 

READINGS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 

Year B Cycle 1 Psalter Week 4 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Psalms 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9 
1 Corinthians 7:32-35 

 
During this time when we are all trying to keep safe, our 
priests would prefer if you did not call at the Presbytery 

without first making an appointment.   
Our clergy can all be contacted by email and by phone 

(details on the front page.) 
 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s, Tuesday and Fr 
David’s is Wednesday. Please leave them free to enjoy it. 

 
The Parish Office is closed and the staff are working from 

home.  
 

Emails are read during the working day and the phone is 
monitored.                                                                                                                   

 
Heavenly Father, it hurts so bad.  

Dull the pain with Your love.  
Blur the sharp edges by reminding me that from bad 

comes good.  
Help me appreciate that after the sorrow, joy is 

sweeter.  
I look forward to better times.  

I can endure anything with You by my side.  
Amen 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


CLOSURE FOR EVERYONE’S SAFETY 
It has been just over two weeks since I announced the   
closure of our church.  It was not an easy decision to make 
but I’m certain in the circumstances, the right one.  It would 
seem that many of you were in agreement, even though 
like me you felt sadness.  Thank you for all the supportive 
emails.  However, while a small number of churches have 
closed, the majority have remained open leading many of 
you to  wonder why we’re not all singing from the same 
hymn sheet, so to speak.  
 
If I could put you in the picture.  A few weeks ago our   
Archbishop, John Wilson encouraged priests to keep their 
churches open for Mass and private prayer if it was safe to 
do so, but the decision would ultimately lie with the parish 
priest.  He has always stressed that he would support what 
ever decision the priests made.  At the time of St Edmund’s 
closure, I informed you that we would continue to review 
the situation on a fortnightly basis and although a little bit 
behind schedule I will be gathering with my clergy team to 
discuss the situation. 
 
Certainly, one of the issues for discussion will be the      
different ways in which we can serve you via livestreaming. 
 

HELPING OTHERS 
At a recent Bromley Deanery Meeting for clergy, there was 
a discussion on how we can help close the gap between 
“the Haves and the Have-nots”, a gap that has been widen-
ing during the pandemic.  I encourage all parishioners who 
are considering throwing away items they no longer want or 
need to offer them for reuse.  One person’s luxury could 
well be another person’s necessity.  Please take a look at  

reuse-network.org.uk/donateitems  
 

VACCINATIONS 
A word of encouragement.  When the opportunity does 
arise, I urge you all to be vaccinated.  There are no moral 
reasons why you shouldn’t and if you are in any doubt 
please take a look at the Bishops Conference of England 
and Wales (www.cbcew.org.uk) and the Vatican website 
(www.vatican.va). 
 

SOUL 
If you get the chance have a look at Pixar’s latest           
animation, Soul directed by Peter Docter, a Presbyterian. It 
deals with the fact that despite its imperfections, life is still 
worth living.   

        Fr Steve               

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 

Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP       
Email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
Website: www.saintedmunds.net 
020 8650 0970  Parish Office  
 
Fr. Steve Wymer ~ Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck ~ 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. David Atuanya CSSp ~ 020 8650 7533 - davidatuanya@rcaos.org.uk 
Deacon Sean Murphy ~ 020 3490 5693 - seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk  
Deacon Duncan Aitkins ~ 07957 861 404 - duncanaitkins@rcaos.org.uk 

17 January 2021  
         Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Salesian Sisters  
25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   

020 8650 6313  
patdevine13@gmail.com  

Missionary Sisters of   
St. Peter Claver  

89 Shortlands Road, BR2 0JL  
020 8313 3915  

sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com  

MESSAGE FROM FR STEVE 

 

From Dr Maria Heath, Chairwoman of the English     
National Service Committee of Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal] 
 
God is calling us to carry a new fire in 2021 and that we 
should embrace the new things the Holy Spirit is doing.  
Maria goes on to say, 
A wise person once said to me that the safest place to 
be is in the will of God.  I am reminded of that as we 
leave behind 2020 and head into the unknown of 2021, 
and my prayer is that we would each stay in that safe 
place which enables us to rest in the shadow of the  
Almighty as the psalmist says:  ‘He who dwells in the 
shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the 
Almighty.  I will say to the Lord, “He is my refuge and 
my fortress, my God in whom I trust.”’  Psalm 91:1-2 

_____________________________________________ 
 

PEACE SUNDAY 
This Sunday is Peace Sunday, when the Church in 
England and Wales observes the World Day of Prayer 
for Peace kept elsewhere on New Year's Day.  Prayers 
and Reflections for today, including a Zoom reflection, 
can be found on the website of Pax Christi 
UK, www.paxchristi.org.uk.  Normally in our parish we 
have a second collection for the organisation so please 
make a donation for their important work through the 
website.  Last week the Catholic Bishops Conference 
issued a statement reiterating earlier calls for this   
country to abandon nuclear weapons, which you can 
find here: www.cbcew.org.uk/statement-on-the-treaty-
on-the-prohibition-of-nuclear-weapons/ 
 
Each year the pope issues a special message for the 
day of prayer and the Holy Father's message for this 
year can be found at http://www.vatican.va/content/
francesco/en/messages/peace/documents/papa-
francesco_20201208_messaggio-54giornatamondiale-
pace2021.html 
 
Statement on the  Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons - Catholic Bishops' Conference 

An historic milestone on the path to nuclear disarm-
ament and an opportunity to refocus on genuine peace-
building..  www.cbcew.org.uk 

 
 
 
       Fr Ashley 
    
 
 

http://www.vatican.va
mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com
http://www.paxchristi.org.uk/
http://www.cbcew.org.uk/statement-on-the-treaty-on
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MARRIAGE IN TROUBLE 
Retrouvaille is a programme to support couples.  It 
brings a positive focus, new hope and helps you nourish 
and grow your marriage, and you don’t need to leave 
home, it comes to you! 
For confidential information about Retrouvaille, or to  
register for the next programme, a Virtual Weekend 
commencing on 25 - 28 February, call or text 

0788 729 6983 or 0797 338 0443. 

A reminder that Living Well at Holy Trinity 
Church in Penge is feeding more people every 

week, and the demand has increased whilst 
children are not at school. 

 

The Penge Sainsbury has a drop off point for 
food as does Waitrose in Bromley  

THANK YOU 
There should have been a thank you in last week’s  
newsletter, not only for the generosity of your Christmas 
offerings to the priests, but for the many cards and gifts 
which you so kindly sent.  They are appreciative of each 
and every one of them. 
 
 

CHURCH UNITY OCTAVE 
In normal times the week of January 18 – 25 would have 
been when the Church observes eight day’s prayer for 
Christian Unity. This year there cannot be any swapping 
of pulpits or shared lunches or services but we can still 
pray for greater understanding and closer links between 
faiths. 
 

 
THE LENT ENCOUNTER 

This is a brand new way to focus on the Bible and Jesus. 
Sign up at biblesociety.org.uk/lent2021 to receive a 
daily WhatsApp message throughout Lent.  You’ll get 
beautiful pictures, practical challenges and personal   

reflections to help you encounter the Bible.  And you can 
still eat chocolate! 

 
 
 
 

We are holding a blood donation session at 

HSBC Sports & Social Club Sports Ground,  

Lennard Road, Beckenham BR3 1QW 
on Wednesday 27

th
 January 2021 

and have appointments available between 

1.30 pm and 8.00 pm 

To book an appointment 

visit us at blood.co.uk 

download our app NHSGIVE BLOOD 

or call us on 0300 123 23 23 

We have extra safety measures in place to allow for  
social distancing but ask that you come alone to the  

session and do not bring children if possible, at this time. 

 

 

 

 

If you go to the website of Redemptorist Publications 
you will come to this banner which takes you to their 
weekly liturgy for children.  It is an easy way to keep 

your children in touch with the Church’s year. 

Q BAR & KITCHEN’S KINDNESS CAMPAIGN 

We know that these times have been difficult for a lot of 
families.   We want to provide local support to as many as 
we can of those children and families who need it the 
most during this time of national lockdown and school 
closure by offering them a fresh, hot meal. 

Throughout January, from our Beckenham branch, we 
expect to serve as many free meals to children as neces-
sary and will be offering the following as part of our kind-
ness campaign: 

1. Free Cup of Tea for All 

2. Free Children’s Meals 

3. Free Adult Meals 

We will provide children under the age of 11 with a meal 
completely free of any charge when accompanied by an 
adult.  There are no minimum spend requirements or re-
strictions on the number of children in a family or group 
that can take advantage of this offer. 

All you need to do is come to the restaurant between 2pm 
and 5pm and request your free tea or meals. There will 
be a choice of two hot meals for kids and adults. One free 
item will be given per person. You must pick the food up 
in person as we will be unable to take any orders over the 
phone. Please remember to stay 2 metres apart and wear 
a mask when you come to the restaurant.  We will be  
taking orders over the terrace as no one is allowed inside. 

With best wishes, 

 
The team at Q Bar and Kitchen Beckenham 

159 High Street, Beckenham, BR3 1AE 
Tel. 020 8658 1014 

www.qbarandkitchen.com/beckenham/ 

ROSARY AND BENEDICTION 
Thank you to the parishioner who contacted the office to 
enquire whether the Rosary which is now live streamed 
at 9.30 am on Monday, Wednesday and Friday would be 
recorded.  It wasn’t going to be, but it now is, and there-
fore is available for all to join in when they can find a  
quiet few minutes in their day. 
 
Benediction will also be live streamed and recorded at 
5.00 pm every Friday and at 4.30 pm on the last Sunday 
of each month. 

COLLECTION FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS AND  
REFUGEES IN LONDON 

Don’t forget the Catholic Workers’ House for whom we 
collect food every second month.  Next Sunday would 
have been one of our collection days for them so please 
consider making a donation on their website: 

https://www.londoncatholicworker.org/  

 

If you order your shopping online maybe you could do 
an order for them and arrange for a delivery of food to 

Guiseppi Conlon House, 49 Mattison Road,  
London N4 1BG.  

Please email the office if there are any names that can 
be removed from the sick list.  Both the one read out at 
Mass and the newsletter list. 

https://www.londoncatholicworker.org/


 

IN THE CHURCH 
Our church is closed for the safety of our parishioners.  All  

services are live-streamed and can also be viewed as a  
recording. 

 
Sunday 17 January  Second Sunday 

    Peace Day 

  6.00 pm vigil (Saturday) In thanksgiving for our Stewards 

  9.30 am Church Margaret Baker RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Richard Graves RIP 

 

Monday 18 January  Feria 

  9.30 am   Rosary 

10.00 am Church Robertson Family 

  6.00 pm Church Christopher Bradshaw 

 
Tuesday 19 January Feria (St Wulstan, Bishop) 

10.00 am Church Dec’d members of the Doolan Family  

  6.00 pm Church Mrs Eileen Dean RIP 

 
Wednesday 20 January Feria (St Fabian, Pope) 
  9.30 am   Rosary 
10.00 am Church Augustine Km RIP 
  6.00 pm Church Hazel Barnes RIP 

 

Thursday 21 January St Agnes, Virgin & Martyr 
10.00 am Church Madeleine & Tommy Ruddy 
    (70th wedding anniv) 
  6.00 pm   Church  Dec’d benefactors & promoters of  
    the Claver Sisters 
  
Friday 22 January  Feria (St Vincent, Deacon & Martyr) 

  9.30 am   Rosary    
10.00 am Church Cotter Family 
  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 am Church Sr Anne Fitzmaurice RIP 
 
Saturday 23 January Feria (The Blessed Virgin Mary) 
10.00 am Church Daniel James Rumbol RIP 
  6.00 pm vigil      “  O’Keefe Family 

 

Sunday 24 January  Third Sunday  

    Sunday of the Word of God 

  9.30 am Church Gerald Baker RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Patrick & Nora Doolan RIP 

    Tina Loughney RIP 

 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam 

each weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

 

There will be Benediction every Friday at 5.00 pm and on 

the last Sunday of each month at 4.30 pm. 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Tessa Gould, Fr Michael Boland, Fr George Webster, Ted Northwood, Norman Potter, 
Denise Ricketts, Rosi Baruffi, David Patterson, Rowland Jenkins, Marie-Christine Kerr, Clautilda Binang, Canon Frank O’Sullivan,      
Fr George Webster, Fr Patrick Nwokeji, Maria Muoghalu, Bishop Gregory Ochiagha, Nora Kidd, Siba Mahalingam. 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Peggy Brown, Tanya Clarke, Terry McGee, James O’Reilly, Baby William 
Paul ‘Wotsit’ Pemberton, Maureen Finch, Linda Turp, Geoffrey Sisley, Samuel Sana, Emily Edwards, Eleanor Harrington, Patrick 
McInally, Monica Cronin, Walter Grubb, Juana Chacaltana, Joan Salmon, Mary Callaghan. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, 
John Crouch, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil 
Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, 
Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Marie Hayock, Lesley 
Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Peter Anthony Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard  Kirin,  Andrew Kuzan, Rosy 
Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, 
Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, 
Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue 
Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 
 
 

 

Your offerings last week amounted to £2,745.20  
 

Thank you 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order.   Our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   
a/c no: 14282887  

READINGS FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 

Year B Cycle 1 Psalter Week 3 
 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
Psalms 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Mark 1:14-20 

You will see that Fr Steve, 
has, as he promised,       
introduced the praying of 
the   rosary on three week-
day mornings, and in       
addition there will be     
Benediction at 5.00 pm 
each Friday and also on the 
last Sunday of every month.  
These will all be live 
streamed and available as 
a recording and are another 
way that we can join togeth-
er as a parish even whilst 
we are isolated at home. 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


THIS SUNDAY, the 
feast of the Baptism of 

the Lord, marks the end 
of the Christmas season 

in our calendar, although 
like many other churches 

we keep the crib in 
place, this year in front 
of the altar, until the 

feast of Candlemas at the 
beginning of next month. 

This might seem strange 
at first sight: in the space 

of a few days we shift 
rapidly from the Magi 

coming to Jesus on the 
feast of the Epiphany last 
Wednesday to Jesus as a 

grown man, being baptised by his cousin John the Baptist in the 
river Jordan. As it happens the feast is fairly recent - formerly the 

feast of the Epiphany, in the Mass texts used, marked the event of 
the Lord’s baptism together with the coming of the Magi.  Both 

feasts now are about Jesus being revealed in his glory as the Son 
of God: the beginning of Jesus’ adult ministry completes the  
process of his revelation begun at the Epiphany. 

A good day for baptisms, then, though not so easy this year for 
obvious reasons.  Normally today the Holy Father baptises a 
number of babies at Mass in the Sistine Chapel (at the time of 

writing I don’t whether it’s happening this year, but I suspect 
not).  The quick move to Our Lord’s adulthood takes us into the 

narrative of his teaching and proclaiming God’s kingdom which 
we encounter in the liturgy and scripture readings at Mass from 

now on.  

The event we celebrate is rich in meaning.  Normally we see  
baptism as something which cleanses us from Original and actual 

sin; as Jesus was sinless he didn’t need it; in fact the theological 
meaning is a reversal of this.  Instead of being cleansed in water, 
the sinless God incarnate sanctifies the element of water in which 

he is baptised; it is a triumphant act, and has at times in Christian 
history been portrayed as a joyful dance.  The Word made flesh 

glories in the water, the element made by God which all living 
creatures need for survival.  That is why one of the many ceremo-

nies carried out at this time is the blessing of waters - such as the 
Eastern Orthodox ceremony in which a cross is thrown into the 
sea and retrieved by swimmers.  The material world, the created 

world, is made holy and sacred by God. The event of the Lord’s 
baptism is dramatic, recalling the creation of the world. 

Pope Francis in his prophetic teaching ministry during this     

terrible pandemic has often linked the rampant progress of the 
Covid-19 virus to our abuse of creation. Viruses shift between 

species because of the 
violence we do to the 

ecology of the world 
God has created; the 

pandemic is not only a 
‘wake-up call’ in rela-

tion to poverty and 
inequality in the world, 
but also how we treat 

the world itself.  In his 
landmark 2015 encyc-

lical on creation,  
Laudato Si’, the Holy 

Father stresses how 
water is central to the 

created order; at one 
point he quotes the 
great hymn of St   

Francis of Assisi: ‘Praised be you, My Lord, through Sister 

Water, who is very useful and humble and chaste’ - and 

throughout the letter he points to how access to decent drinking 
water has to be seen as a basic human right; also those of us who 

may not think we’re short of water need to learn not to waste it. 
Water, like the rest of creation, is not a tool for humanity to abuse 

and exploit; rather it is gift from God, intended by him to sustain 
all living creatures.  

When we use holy water in church - and we’re not doing so very 
much at the moment - we remind ourselves of our baptism, which 

links us to the baptism of Jesus which we celebrate today; we 
affirm our identity as missionary disciples of Jesus, baptised in 

the name of the Holy Trinity.  It also reminds us of the sacredness 
of water itself, made so by God’s creating act and by the Lord’s 

baptism in the Jordan: so we treat water with respect.  Final 
words from the pope towards the end of Laudato Si’: ‘Water 

poured over the body of a child in Baptism is a sign of new 

life.  Encountering God does not mean fleeing from this world 

or turning our back on nature.  This is especially clear in the 

spirituality of the Christian East.  “Beauty, which in the East 

is one of the best loved names expressing the divine harmony 

and the model of humanity transfigured, appears every-

where: in the shape of a church, in the sounds, in the colours, 

in the lights, in the scents”.  For Christians, all the creatures 

of the material universe find their true meaning in the incar-

nate Word, for the Son of God has incorporated in his person 

part of the material world, planting in it a seed of definitive 

transformation’. 
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Fr. Steve Wymer ~ Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck ~ 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. David Atuanya CSSp ~ 020 8650 7533 - davidatuanya@rcaos.org.uk 
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10 January 2021 
The Baptism of the Lord 

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
020 8650 6313  

patdevine13@gmail.com  
Missionary Sisters of   

St. Peter Claver  
89 Shortlands Road, BR2 0JL  

020 8313 3915  

WATER MADE HOLY 
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A MESSAGE FROM DEACON DUNCAN 
‘I want to thank everyone who kindly sent me cards 

and gifts at Christmas it was very kind and  
thoughtful.’ 

SOUTHWARK DIRECTORIES 
We have received the Southwark  

Directories for 2021.  Will those who wish 
to have a copy please make their payment 
of £3.50 either by BACS, or by cheque or 

cash posted through the office door.  When 
we have received payment we will deliver your copy to 

your home address. 

THANK YOU 
A big ‘thank you’ to the singers and musicians who added 
so much to our Christmas services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And once again we acknowledge all that we owe to our 
stewards who have stood out in the cold taking names 
and phone numbers, directed parishioners to their seats, 
shepherdied them up to communion, led them out of the 
church and then thoroughly cleanied chairs, switches, 
doors, etc.  Without their willing assistance our church 
would have remained shut.  We owe them a great debt.  
The vigil Mass on Saturday is in thanksgiving for their 
service. 

 
 
ONLINE PARISH ADVENT CAROL SERVICE  

Thank you to all who watched our  
Parish Advent Carol Service online on 12 December  

and all who donated to the Justgiving page. 
We are delighted to let you know that £500 was raised 

and has been sent to St. Christopher’s Hospice.  

 
 
 
 
 

THE GLOBAL CATHOLIC MOVEMENT INVITES YOU 
TO ‘GLOBAL HEALINGN’ 

Six Thursdays from 18 February – 25
 
March 

7.30pm – 8.30pm  
To register please click HERE or email 
jane@catholicclimatemovement.global 

Since Pope Francis published Laudato Si’ in 2015,     
millions of people have joined the global movement to 
address the environmental crisis our world is facing. 
This Lent, we are inviting YOU to join us for a series of 
reflective evenings with speakers, prayer and discus-
sion, using the film-based resource “Global Healing”. 
These engaging documentaries will inform and         
challenge people to respond to Pope Francis’ call to 
Care for Our Common Home. 
“Living our vocation to be protectors of God's handiwork 
is essential to a life of virtue; it is not an optional or    
secondary aspect of our Christian experience…Truly, 
much can be done!” (Laudato Si’, 217, 180) 

Hosted by GCCM Laudato Si’ Animators in the UK. 

COVID 19 - A VERY CHALLENGING TIME FOR  
MANY MARRIAGES 

So much uncertainty around, health, income, employ-
ment, vulnerable family members, children, housing.  
Different ways of seeing things, coping with change, 
managing fears can be a source of conflict and stress. It 
is difficult to talk, to listen to support and comfort when 
there is so much uncertainty.  Being together all the 
time, brings even more challenges. You just can’t cope, 
would you be better apart you wonder. 
Retrouvaille is a programme to support couples.  It 
brings a positive focus, new hope and helps nourish and 
grow your marriage and you don’t need to leave home, it 
comes to you! 
For confidential information about Retrouvaille’, or to 
register for the next programme, a Virtual Weekend 
commencing on 25-28 February call or text 

0788 7296983 or 0797 3380443. 
email: retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com 

or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk 

Q BAR & KITCHEN’S KINDNESS CAMPAIGN 

We know that these times have been difficult for a lot of 
families.   We want to provide local support to as many as 
we can of those children and families who need it the 
most during this time of national lockdown and school 
closure by offering them a fresh, hot meal. 

Throughout January, from our Beckenham branch, we 
expect to serve as many free meals to children as neces-
sary and will be offering the following as part of our kind-
ness campaign: 

1. Free Cup of Tea for All 

2. Free Children’s Meals 

3. Free Adult Meals 

We will provide children under the age of 11 with a meal 
completely free of any charge when accompanied by an 
adult.  There are no minimum spend requirements or re-
strictions on the number of children in a family or group 
that can take advantage of this offer. 

All you need to do is come to the restaurant between 2pm 
and 5pm and request your free tea or meals. There will 
be a choice of two hot meals for kids and adults. One free 
item will be given per person. You must pick the food up 
in person as we will be unable to take any orders over the 
phone. Please remember to stay 2 metres apart and wear 
a mask when you come to the restaurant.  We will be  
taking orders over the terrace as no one is allowed inside. 

With best wishes, 
The team at Q Bar and Kitchen Beckenham 

159 High Street, Beckenham, BR3 1AE 
Tel. 020 8658 1014 

www.qbarandkitchen.com/beckenham/ 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcvcOuuqzsvEtMBwz2hxBzhhvwy0hcgyoEb
mailto:jane@catholicclimatemovement.global
mailto:retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com


 

IN THE CHURCH 
Our church is closed for the safety of our parishioners.  All  

services are live-streamed and can also be viewed as a  
recording. 

 
Sunday 10 January  The Baptism of the Lord 

  6.00 pm vigil (Saturday) Ed Haliburn RIP 

  9.30 am   Church The Stewart, Elena & Sullivan 

    families 

  5.30 pm Church Bessie Boudville RIP 

 

Monday 11 January  Feria 

  9.30 am   Rosary 

10.00 am Church Francesca Fear - for the safe 

    delivery of her child 

  6.00 pm Church For the intentions of our Stewarding 
    Team 

 
Tuesday 12 January Feria (St Aelred of Rievaulx) 

10.00 am Church Ellen Keane RIP  

  6.00 pm Church Geoffrey & Frances Sisley & their  
    dec’d relatives & friends 

 
Wednesday 13 January Feria (St Hilary, Bishop) 
  9.30 am   Rosary 
10.00 am Church Ints of Raphael Fleming 
  6.00 pm Church Alfonso Nesti RIP 

 

Thursday 14 January Feria 
10.00 am Church Ints of Mary Bradford 
  6.00 pm   Church  Monica Grima RIP 
  
Friday 15 January  Feria 
  9.30 am   Rosary    
10.00 am Church Douglas Arthur RIP (8th anniv) 
  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 am Church Dan Edwards RIP 
 
Saturday 16 January Feria (The Blessed Virgin Mary) 
10.00 am Church May & Sharon O’Reilly RIP 
  6.00 pm vigil      “  For the wellbeing of Patricia  

    Akongwale & her family 

 

Sunday 17 January  Second Sunday 

    Peace Day 

  9.30 am Church Margaret Baker RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Richard Graves RIP 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam 

each weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

 

There will be Benediction every Friday at 5.00 pm and on 

the last Sunday of every month (tbc) 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Tessa Gould, Fr Michael Boland, Fr George Webster, Ted Northwood, Norman Potter, 
Denise Ricketts, Rosi Baruffi, David Patterson, Fr Mike Gwinnell, Rowland Jenkins, Marie-Christine Kerr, Clautilda Binang, Canon 
Frank O’Sullivan, Fr George Webster, Fr Patrick Nwokeji, Maria Muoghalu. 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Anna Belfourd, Muriel Goffart, Teague McGinley, Frank Penston, John 
Goodwill, Sr Laserian Fleming, Michael Fitzpatrick, Harry McGuigan, Jean Harrigan, Carol Williams, Kathleen Bryon, Agnes Burns, 
Leo Carroll, Lucy Denne, Sharon Oates, James O’Reilly.  
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, 
John Crouch, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil 
Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, 
Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, Eve Harrison, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Lesley 
Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Peter Anthony Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Rosy 
Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, 
Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, 
Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue 
Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 
 
 

 

Your Christmas offerings for the priests of our parish 
amounted to £14,279.25  

 
Our priests are very grateful to you for your generosity.  

Thank you. 
 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order.   Our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   
a/c no: 14282887  

READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME 

Year B Cycle 1 Psalter Week 1 
 

1 Samuel 3:3B-10, 19 
Psalm 40 

1 Corinthians 6:13-15, 17-20 
John 1:35-42 

You will see that Fr Steve, 
has, as he promised, intro-
duced the saying of the   
rosary on three weekday 
mornings, and in addition 
there will be Benediction at 
5.00 pm every Friday and 
also on the last Sunday of 
every month.  These will all 
be live streamed and are 
another way that we can 
join together as a parish 
even whilst we are isolated 
at home. 
 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/
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CHRISTMAS  ISSUE 20 December - 3 January 2021 

As this newsletter covers the next fortnight, I will take the opportunity on behalf of the clergy and staff 
here at St Edmund’s, to wish you a very holy, joyful and peaceful Christmas and I extend this wish for 
the New Year. 
Enough has been said of the fear and suffering caused by the pandemic this past year and the uncer-
tainty of what lies ahead. So, whilst I acknowledge its demoralising effect and empathise with all of 
you, I remain fervent in my belief that the Covid experience could yet be, if we allow it, an opportunity 
for positive change and growth in each one of us and the Church. This would involve taking  seriously 
the many dimensions of our Faith, but for the time being I wish to briefly draw your attention to just 
two.  Evangelisation and pastoral outreach are vital if we are to live the Gospel authentically. There 
are many of you who already give humble witness to your faith unconsciously and in many and varied 
ways, but, think for a moment what could be achieved if every member of our parish played his or her 
part, no matter how small, in actively drawing  people into a deep faith in Jesus Christ.  This is    
evangelisation. Think of what could be achieved if we were all praying for and working towards the 
spiritual, mental and physical wellbeing of our brothers and sisters in Christ.  This active care for the 
whole person is pastoral outreach.  
I think, more now than ever before, all of us need to become involved with this work and to share our 
experiences and learn from one another.  This will involve praying and working with and alongside our 
Christian brothers and sisters from other churches.  Please pray about this and commit it to prayer.    
For the last three years the clergy team at St Edmunds have been praying about and discussing a 
parish mission statement.  We decided upon the following statement and I would dearly like you to 
reflect upon it over this coming Christmas Season. 
 

Being formed in the likeness of Christ we strive to become a truly Christ centred 
community, through humble witness, love, compassion and communion.  
 
I will share more of what the team has discussed in the coming year.  I conclude with a prayer: 
 
Heavenly Father, we pray for all people especially those who feel crushed, lost and abandoned, left 
without hope, that they may be mightily restored and renewed.  Show us clearly Lord how we can 
help them.  May your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour, born for our salvation, heal your broken 
people with your love.  May we all experience the joy and peace that only the Christ Child can bring. 
Amen.    

                                                                                             Fr Steve 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com


 

COMING TO MASS 
 

Please remember if you are coming to a Christmas 
Mass you should be seated 10 minutes before it     
begins.  Please be guided by the stewards who will 
direct you to your seat - they may have to move some 
chairs to accommodate various bubbles.  Please be 
patient to allow them to do this. 
 
When you leave the church or the hall please do not 
gather at the entrance to convey Christmas greetings 
to each other -  keep your distance and keep safe. 
 

FACE MASKS MUST BE WORN 

The Office is taking a break over Christmas and will 
be closed from 23 December to 

4 January.  If you need urgent assistance please 
phone direct to one of our priests. 

 
With very best wishes for a happy and blessed  

Christmas.   

Barbara & Rosemary 

Remember that all seats for Christmas  
Masses have to be pre-booked.  Please do 
not turn up if you don’t have a ticket, as you 
will not be allowed into the church or hall. 

 
Your obligation to attend Mass on Christmas 
Day has been extended until January 1st so 

you may wish to attend a weekday Mass 
where there will be more space. 

 

CONFESSIONS  
We regret that we are unable to have our usual  

Advent Reconciliation service this year.   
We have therefore added extra times for those of you 

who wish to come to confession before Christmas. 
  

Saturday 19 December - 11.00 am - 12 noon and 
4.00 pm - 5.55 pm 

Monday 21 December 6.30 pm -  8.00pm  
Christmas Eve - 10.30 am - 12 noon 

 
 
 
 

SECOND COLLECTION 
Today is Sea Sunday when the church prays for all 
those who live and work at sea.  Without them we 
would not have most of the items we buy in the 
shops.  Today’s second collection is for Stella Maris 
(the Apostleship of the Sea), the official maritime   
welfare agency of the Catholic Church. 
It supports seafarers both practically and spiritually. 
For an appeal from Bishop Paul Mason, and for a  
video showing some of the work Stella Maris does, 
please visit www.Stellamaris.org.uk/SeaSunday 
This collection is vital to enable Stella Maris to         
continue its important mission. 
 
To donate, and for more information, please visit 
www.stellamaris.org.uk/donate or text SEA to 
70460 to donate £5.  Stella Maris is dependent on 
voluntary donations, so please give generously. 
           Thank you. 

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS TO OUR 
PRIESTS 

By tradition the collection at Christmas is for 
our priests.  Whilst at the Christmas masses 
we aren't able to pass round the baskets, 
they will be at the back of the church for 
those who wish to make an offering. 
Please remember to use your GA envelopes 
if you have them, or put your GA number on 
an envelope. 
Many of you now make your offering by 
standing order or through ChurchSuite, for 
which we thank you. However, for our priests 
to receive your offering at Christmas, it must 
be identifiable as a gift for them.  Please 
therefore would you set up a special        
payment with a reference of Christmas. 
 
As Fr Simplicio has been with St Edmund’s  
for most of the year Fr Steve has decided 
that any gifts received will also be shared 
with him. 

As we come to reflect on the great 

love that the Lord lavishes on us in the 

Incarnation, may the image of the Child 

Jesus fill us with hope and joy.      

Assurance of much prayer coming from 

our home here at 25 Village Way to all 

the wonderful St Edmund's Parishioners.  

Blessings of Christmas be yours. 

     Sr Pat 

http://www.Stellamaris.org.uk/SeaSunday


Redemptorist Publications is pleased to  
introduce Celebrate: an initiative designed to help  

children between 7-12 grow in their faith. 
Each week they will provide a Children’s Liturgy in the 

form of a video of the week’s Gospel reading, a  
reflection and a final prayer.  

Fun, engaging and practical worksheets/resources will 
also be provided to help children continue to practise their 

faith during this special season of Advent  

and beyond.  
Visit their website for more details 

SOUTHWARK DIRECTORIES 
We have received the Southwark  

Directories for 2021.  Will those who wish to 
have a copy please make their payment of 

£3.50 either by BACS, or by cheque or 
cash posted through the office door.  When 

we have received payment we will leave 
your directory for you to collect from the porch.  

LONDON CATHOLIC WORKER COMMUNITY 

Normally during Advent, and every other month during 
the year, we take goods contributed by you to the     
London Catholic Worker community in North London, 
which provides hospitality to a number of asylum    
seekers and refugees.  We can’t do this at the moment, 
but you may like to make a financial contribution online 
via their website: http://londoncatholicworker.org. 
This also gives their latest newsletter and the postal 
address of the house if you wish to arrange for a       
delivery of things. 

300 Club 

Congratulations to our  
Christmas winners 

 
No 102, Miss Lilac King £500 

No 225, Ms Ammeina Swaine £100 

FACE MASKS INSIDE CHURCH 
We expect everyone who comes into the church to 

wear a mask. 
We are trying so hard to look after our parishioners  

and do not want to jeopardise their safety, so 

if you are unable to 

 wear a mask we respectfully ask that you do not 
come to church. 

MUSIC AT CHRISTMAS 
A huge thank you in advance to our three choirs who 
have returned to making music for us to listen to     
during Mass.  For safety reasons they are limited to 
singing from the balcony and they have to carefully 
choose what they sing so the congregation doesn’t 
instinctively join in with them which is not yet allowed. 
 
The choirs cannot provide music at all the Masses but 
we will try to have some recorded music at all of them. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
You can see from the Masses listed in this newsletter 
that quite a few of them do not have an intention.  This 
is one of the results of the lockdown and the changed 
pattern of the Masses we have in the church. 
 
The celebrant will decide on an intention for each 
Mass. The office is taking intentions for 2021 Masses 
but parishioners are asked to be flexible about the 
dates they require.  

LIVE STREAMING OF OUR SERVICES 
If you have friends and family who are unable  to come 

to a church please tell them about our live-streamed 
Masses  and show them how easy it is to view them on 

a computer or laptop. 



 

These two beautifully coloured in pictures of Mary and Joseph on their way to  
Bethlehem have been chosen by Fr Steve as his favourites and are now on the wall 

by his desk. 
Congratulations to Isla Ramputh who is 6 years old for the picture on the right.   

Fr Steve loved the very careful colouring inside the lines and Mary’s beautiful pink 
robe. 

On the left we have a really colourful entry from Aurora who is 3 and Tabita who is 1.  
Fr Steve particularly liked the  way the girls had used the whole page to evoke the 
landscape on the road to Bethlehem and the really strong colours the girls chose..   

 
Fr Steve has little prizes for the three of them if their mums would like to make contact 

with him to collect them. 





 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
 

Sunday 20 December Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  9.30 am   Church Brenda Burkinshaw & Sean  

          Murphy RIP 

          Hall  For the people 

  5.30 pm   Bridie & Maureen Howard RIP 

 

Monday 21 December Feria 

10.00 am   Lorna Watermayer RIP 

  6.00 pm   Effie Fernandes RIP 

 
Tuesday 22 December Feria 

10.00 am   John Friend-Pereira  

  6.00 pm   Yvonne Kennedy RIP 

 
Wednesday 23 December Feria 
10.00 am   Noel Hanley RIP 
  6.00 pm   Paddy Sheehan RIP (anniv) 

 

Thursday 24 December Feria 
10.00 am   For all retired priests 
   CHRISTMAS VIGIL  
  6.00 pm   Church  David & Paul Stephens RIP 
        Hall  John Murnane & family members,  
    living and dec’d 
  7.30 pm   Church Mim Jennings RIP 
        Hall  In thanksgiving for all Key Workers 
  
Friday 25 December THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
Midnight Church Glenys Warren RIP 
    Tony & Enid Duggan RIP &  
    Margaret & Gerald Baker RIP 
  Hall  For mothers of babies born in 2020  
  8.00 am Church William & Nora Spillane RIP 
  9.30 am Church For the needs of the priests and the 
    parish 
  Hall  For the people of the parish 
 
Saturday 26 December St Stephen, the first martyr 
10.00 am   Michael Walsh  
  6.00 pm      Friends & benefactors of the  
    Salesian sisters. 
 

Sunday 27 December The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & 

    Joseph 

  9.30 am Church Patrick Chambers RIP 

    Hall  For the people 

  5.30 pm   James Pontifex RIP 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam each  

weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

This week, in order to do some work in the church there will be no  

exposition on Monday. 

 

 

We pray for those who have died recently: Denise Ricketts, Epiphany Fernandes, Amelia Macdonald, Mim Jennings, Noreen 
Sweeney. 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:   Charles Paes, Sean Murphy, Joseph Da Cruz, Ann Craig, Fr Vincent    
Griffin, Carmel Connell, Orazio Rossi, Joseph Manolino, Fr David Maher, Margaret Murphy, Aldo Signorelli, Merle Whittle, Glenys  
Warren, Gabriela Krakowska, Wally Nisbet, John Keogh, Cicely Welsh, John Francis Flood, Sybil Brocklehurst, Leo Tindemans, Joan 
Giuseppi, Agnes Fahy, Elvire Foster, Felix De Souza, Alan Clarke, Peg & Joe O’Donnell, Marion Skelly, Canon Michael Reynell,    
William O’Neill, Ralph Lilly, Janusz Kopczynski, Iolene Durham, John Kelsall,  Laurent Manolino, Alycia Stannard, Genna Eilers, Larry 
Brady, Dorothy Pask. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, 
John Crouch, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil 
Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Francesca, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony 
Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, Eve Harrison, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, 
Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Peter Anthony Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, 
Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Eva Perjesi, John 
Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John 
Stokoe, Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, 
Sarah Webb, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 

 

Last week’s online collection came to £2845.39 
 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order, our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   
Ac no: 14282887  

READINGS FOR THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD  
Year B 

Isaiah 52:7-10 
Psalm 98 

Hebrews: 1:1-6 
John 1:1-18 

  Today is the Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The fourth candle of Advent is called the  ‘Angel 
Candle’ and symbolizes peace. This name 

comes from the fact that the angels announced 
that Jesus came to bring peace (Luke 2:14). This 
week we are reminded that Jesus came to bring 

peace to our hearts and to our world!   

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/
https://itascacbc.org/media/fourth-sunday-of-advent-season-of-peace/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/2-14.html


FORTHCOMING MASSES 
 

Monday 28 December The Holy Innocents, Martyrs  

10.00 am    

  6.00 pm    

 
Tuesday 29 December St Thomas of Canterbury, Bishop 
    & Martyr 

10.00 am   Andrew Bready 

  6.00 pm    

 
Wednesday 30 December Sixth Day within the Octave of the 
    Nativity of  the Lord 
10.00 am    
  6.00 pm    

 

Thursday 31 December Seventh Day within the Octave of 
    the Nativity of  the Lord 
10.00 am   John Murnane, his orphans &  
    benefactors 
  6.00 pm   Tess Keane 
 
Friday 1 January  Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
10.00 am   Daniel James Rumbol RIP  (2nd anniv) 

  6.00 pm    
 
Saturday 2 January  St Basil the Great & Gregory  
    Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors of 
    the Church 
10.00 am   Ints of Sr Editta 

Confession from 5.00 pm until 5.55 pm   

  6.00 pm    Sr Winifred Acred RIP 
 

Sunday 3 January  Second Sunday after the  

    Nativity 

  9.30 am   Friends & benefactors of the  

    Salesian Sisters 

  5.30 pm   For the people    

 

Monday 4 January  Feria of Christmas Time 

10.00 am    

  6.00 pm   The Claver Sisters 

 
Tuesday 5 January  Feria of Christmas Time 

10.00 am   Ints of Emily Abonie 

  6.00 pm Vigil Mass of   

                 The Epiphany   

 
Wednesday 6 January The Epiphany of the Lord 
    Holyday of Obligation 
10.00 am   The Flynn & Ruddy families 
  6.00 pm   In thanksgiving - Mark, Miriam &  
    Andrew  

 

Thursday 7 January Feria of Christmas Time 
10.00 am   Howard Long & his Mum & Dad 
  6.00 pm   Salesian Sisters 
 
Friday 8 January  Feria of Christmas Time 
10.00 am   Ints of the Ewings family 
  6.00 pm   Patricia Griffin (3rd anniv) 
 
Saturday 9 January  Feria of Christmas Time 
10.00 am   Handmaids of the Sacred Heart 

Confession from 5.00 pm until 5.55 pm 

 6.00 pm   Ed Haliburn RIP 

 

Sunday 10 January  The Baptism of the Lord 

 9.30 am   The Stewart, Elena & Sullivan  

    Families 

    For the people of the parish 

 5.30 am   Bessie Boudville RIP 

We pray for those whose anniversary occurs during the 

next two weeks:  Peg & Joe O’Donnell, Marion Skelly, Canon 

Michael Reynell, William O’Neill, Ralph Lilly, Janusz Kopczyn-

ski, Iolene Durham, John Kelsall, Alycia Stannard, Genna Eilers, 

Emer Bracken, Larry Brady, Dorothy Pask, Dirce O’Donnell, 

Nora Macdonald, Evelyn Dias, Richard Graves, Fr Anthony 

Richins, Brian Miller, Patrick Flaherty, Paula Vella, Walter Airey, 

June Chill, Terrance Forrest, Lindsay Pollard, Sheila Morgan, 

Patricia Griffin, Sheilah Renwood, Alex Tinto, James Wallis, 

Susan Pace 

 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Feast Day on Sunday 27 December 

 

A 
VERY 

HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS 
 TO YOU ALL 
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LET US DREAM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ONE OF THE VERY GOOD THINGS we can say about 
the year 2020 now drawing to an end, and there aren’t    
perhaps many such things, is that God has given the 
Church and the world a tremendous pope for this trying 
time.  From the very beginning of the pandemic Pope  
Francis has provided outstanding moral leadership for not 
only Catholic Christians but for countless others, in      
contrast to many appallingly bad national leaders; this is a 
sign of God’s grace and his love for humanity as we have 
faced so much sickness, suffering and death.  The Holy 
Father’s teachings have shown God’s compassion for those 
who have been suffering and at the same time challenged 
all of us, every day. 
I wrote a few weeks ago about his latest encyclical,      
Fratelli Tutti, but it’s not easy to keep up with this man, 
who will be 86 on Thursday; while we were still digesting 
the encyclical, he has published a new book, in              
collaboration with the English journalist (and his           
biographer) Austen Ivereigh, entitled Let us Dream. It’s 
very readable, only £10.99 and easy to get, so I am not  
going to try and summarise it; but it is very good Advent 
reading.  It’s not a long book, but it is not easy to summa-
rise briefly, so I will simply give three examples of his 
writing as he looks at the world during Covid-19. 
The first example is when he is writing about the gifts of 
women in the Church and the part they have played in the 
pandemic crisis: 
‘Women have been at the same time among the most 
affected and the most resilient in this crisis.  Affected, 
because they are more likely to be on the front line of 
the pandemic – about 70 percent of all those working in 
healthcare worldwide are women – but also because 
they are harder hit economically while working in the 
informal or unpaid sector.  The countries with women 
as presidents or prime ministers have on the whole   
reacted better and more quickly than others, making 
decisions quickly and communicating them with        
empathy(and writing a little later about his appointment 
of six women to the Vatican Council for the Economy)…I 

chose these particular women because of their qual-
ifications but also because I believe women in general 
are much better administrators than men.  They under-
stand processes better, how to take projects for-
ward…’ (pp. 62, 67) 
In this parish, of course, we know this to be true. Secondly, 
he writes later on about how he has tried to set up a 
‘synodal’ way of making decisions in the Church, through 
discussion and trying to move beyond conflict and        
confrontation, as in the synods on the Family and the    
Amazon.  Here he cites a good example for this from the 
world of international politics which it is good for people 
in this country to be reminded of, in this week above all 
weeks; here he is talking about mediation in international 
negotiations: 
‘At its best, this is what happens, for example, in the 
European Union: achieving reconciliation in difference. 
The EU has been through a difficult period. But to 
watch its members reach agreement on a coronavirus 
bailout package – all those different agendas and views, 
the furious trading and negotiation – was an example of 
this attempt to harmonise differences within an overall 
effort to seek unity.’ (p. 83) 
And finally he writes here about negatives forces in the 
world, particularly ‘national-populism’: 
‘In the name of the people, populism denies the proper 
participation of those who belong to the people,         
allowing a particular group to appoint itself the true 
interpreter of popular feeling.  A people ceases to be a     
people and becomes an inert mass manipulated by a 
party or a demagogue…a fantasy of national-populism 
in countries with Christian majorities is its defence of 
“Christian civilisation” from perceived enemies,   
whether Islam, Jews, the European Union, or the   
United Nations.  The defence appeals to those who are 
often no longer religious but who regard their nation’s 
inheritance as a kind of identity.  Their fears and loss of 
identity have increased at the same time as attendance 
at churches has declined (pp. 118-9). 
There’s a great deal here, and I have only given you some 
tastes.  I would encourage you to buy the book, and I hope 
we can organises sessions of some sort in the next few 
months to look at Let Us Dream, together with Fratelli 
Tutti. Please hold the Holy Father in your prayers at this 

time, especially on his birthday next Thursday. 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

Advent Carol Service will be  

live-streamed from the Church this 

Saturday 12 December at 7.15 pm   
  

The service will be recorded and viewable on  

stedmunds.net for a month, but it would be lovely if 

the parish could all come together at the same time 

and for the first time since March to celebrate the 

coming of Jesus. 

 

Should you wish to join in with the 

carol singing and follow the readings, 

the programme is on the website. 

  

The choir usually raise money to support  

St. Christopher’s Hospice: donations can be made 

online at:  

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

rosieschoirchristmasevents 

or you can post a donation through the Presbytery door 

marked for ‘St. Christopher’s Hospice’. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS TO OUR 
PRIESTS 

By tradition the collection at Christmas is for our 
priests.  Whilst at the Christmas masses we 
aren't able to take a collection, the baskets will 
be at the back of the church for those who wish 
to make an offering. 
Please remember to use your GA envelopes if 
you have them. 
Many of you now make your offering by stand-
ing order or through ChurchSuite, for which we 
thank you.  However, for our priests to receive 
an offering at Christmas, it must be ident-
ifiable as a gift for them.  Please therefore 
would you set up a special payment with a     
reference of Christmas. 
 

Redemptorist Publications is pleased to  
introduce Celebrate: an initiative designed to help  

children between 7-12 grow in their faith. 
Each week they will provide a Children’s Liturgy in the 

form of a video of the week’s Gospel reading, a  
reflection and a final prayer.  

Fun, engaging and practical worksheets/resources will 
also be provided to help children continue to practise 

their faith during this special season of Advent  

and beyond.  
Go to rpbooks.co.uk and scroll down until you find the 

Celebrate video for children. 

 
 
 
 

SECOND COLLECTION 
Next week it is Sea Sunday when the church prays for 
all those who live and work at sea.  There will be a   
second collection for Stella Maris (the Apostleship of the 
Sea), the official maritime welfare agency of the Catho-
lic Church. 
For an appeal from Bishop Paul Mason, and for a video 
showing some of what Stella Maris does, please visit 
www.Stellamaris.org.uk/SeaSunday 
Sea Sunday has been moved from its usual date in July 
because of the pandemic and Stella Maris is particularly 
asking for donation by text or online.  To donate, and for 
more information, please visit www.stellamaris.org.uk/
donate or text SEA to 70460 to donate £5.  Stella Maris 
is dependent on voluntary donations, so please give 
generously.         
You can also donate through our website DONATE  
button       
      Thank you. 

BE AWARE 
The Diocese has asked us to let you know that there 
has been a number of phishing/scam emails recently 
involving people pretending to be priests, and asking 

for money to be sent to them in the form of gift   
vouchers. 

These emails are usually from a gmail account and 
have parishchurch, onlinechurch, parishpastor as part 

of the address.  Sometimes they include a  
priest’s name. 

 
Any message from the Diocese will come with  

rcaos org.uk in its address. 
 

Please be careful. 

CONFESSIONS  
We regret that we are unable to have our usual  

Advent Reconciliation service this year.   
We have therefore added extra times for those of you 

who wish to come to confession before Christmas. 
  

Saturday 19 December - 11.00 am -12 noon and  
4.00 pm - 5.55 pm 

Monday 21 December 6.30 pm -  8.00pm  
Christmas Eve - - 10.30 am - 12 noon 

http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rosieschoirchristmasevents
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rosieschoirchristmasevents


 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
  

Sunday 13 December Third Sunday of Advent 

  9.30 am   Giaco & Chona Collu (wedding anniv)  

      Ints of Christine Parker 

  5.30 pm   Sally Battle RIP 

 

Monday 14 December St John of the Cross  

10.00 am   The Dennis Family & their lost babies 

  6.00 pm   Monica Grima RIP 

 
Tuesday 15 December Feria 

10.00 am   Spiro & Alba Pensa 

  6.00 pm   Danny Curtin RIP 

 
Wednesday 16 December Feria 
10.00 am   Canon Jack Madden RIP (4th anniv) 
  6.00 pm   Angela Laws RIP & Val Parr RIP 

 

Thursday 17 December Feria 
10.00 am   Marie O’Reilly  
  6.00 pm   John Ransford RIP 
 
Friday 18 December Feria 
10.00 am   Catherine Donnelly RIP 
  6.00 pm   Angelo & Beata Maxia RIP 
 
Saturday 19 December Feria 
10.00 am   Dec’d benefactors & promoters of the 
    Claver Sisters 

Confession from 5.00 pm until 5.55 pm   

  6.00 pm    Bessie Boudville RIP 
    Charles & Malcolm Paes RIP 
 

Sunday 20 December Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  9.30 am   Brenda Burkinshaw & Sean  

    Murphy RIP 

      For the people 

  5.30 pm   Bridie & Maureen Howard RIP 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam each  

weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

 

Please see p2 for times of additional  

 confession 

We pray for those who have died recently: Denise Ricketts, Epiphany Fernandes, Amelia Macdonald, Mim Jennings, Noreen 
Sweeney. 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week: Spencer Hoyles, Chris McBurney, Pamela Flood, Teresa Basquill, John 
Ransford, Canon Jack Madden, Evelyn Deegan, Angela Laws, Stella Ling, Terry Smith, Kitirna Sana, Eileen Sullivan, Antoinette    
Davies. 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, 
John Crouch, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil 
Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Francesca, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony 
Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Ann Higgs,  
Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Peter Anthony Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin,  Andrew     
Kuzan, Pierre Lane, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, 
Barbara Moyce, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen 
Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy 
Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sarah Webb, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 
 

Priest’s Day Off -Fr Ashley – Monday, Fr Steve - Tuesday, Fr David – Wednesday 

 

To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order, our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   
Ac no: 14282887  

READINGS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT  
Year B 

First Reading: Second Samuel 7:1-5, 8-11, 16 
Psalm: Psalms 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 

Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27 
Luke 1: 26-38 

  Today is the Third Sunday of Advent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Spirit, guide the choices we make through-
out this week. Help us endure hardship.  Remind 
us to be patient.  Stifle our tendency to complain. 
Help us realize how much we owe the creator for 

all we have and all we are.  

Last week’s online collection raised £2618.25 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 

Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP       
Email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
Website: www.saintedmunds.net 
020 8650 0970  Parish Office  
 
Fr. Steve Wymer ~ Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck ~ 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. David Atuanya CSSp ~ 020 8650 7533 - davidatuanya@rcaos.org.uk 
Deacon Sean Murphy ~ 020 3490 5693 - seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk  
Deacon Duncan Aitkins ~ 07957 861 404 - duncanaitkins@rcaos.org.uk 

6 December 2020 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
020 8650 6313 

patdevine13@gmail.com 
Missionary Sisters of  

St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 

020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR CHRISTMAS 

 

To reduce the pressure for places at Masses 
on Christmas Day, it has been  announced 
that the obligation to attend Mass on     
Christmas Day itself has been extended to 
cover the Octave of Christmas.  This means 
that to fulfil this obligation parishioners are 
able to attend any Mass up to and including 
the Friday after Christmas Day. 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
6.00 pm   The Vigil Mass of Christmas 

12.00 am   Midnight Mass 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
9.30 am 

 

Christmas Masses are by ticket only to  
ensure social distancing as a result of the 

Covid19 restrictions.  Please see the 
links below for booking your ticket. 

 
1. Spaces are limited and on a 'first come first 

served' basis. 
2. You can book a single ticket or the number 

you need to accommodate your Christmas 
bubble or household. 

3. Please present the tickets at the church door 
to gain access. 

4. Those who are part of the same booking are 
to sit together. 

  
For 6.00pm Mass on Christmas Eve the link is 
https://stedmunds.churchsuite.co.uk/events/4ppdk5as 

 

For Midnight Mass the link is 
https://stedmunds.churchsuite.co.uk/events/x5qrsu8l 

 

For 9.30 am Mass on Christmas Day the link is 
https://stedmunds.churchsuite.co.uk/events/4jgigfdk 

 

If you are unable to use the online booking  
system, please contact the Office on  

020 8650 0970  
Please only book a place if you are sure you will 
attend that Mass and do not bring with you any 

person who does not have a seat booked. 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS TO OUR 
PRIESTS 

By tradition the collection at Christmas is for our 
priests.  Whilst at the Christmas masses we won’t 
take a collection, the basket will be at the back of 
the church for those who wish to make an offering. 
Please remember to use your Gift Aid envelopes if 
you have them. 
Many of you now make your offering by standing 
order or through ChurchSuite, for which we thank 
you.  However, for the priests to receive an offer-
ing, it must be identifiable as a gift for them.  
Please therefore would you set up a special pay-
ment with a reference of Christmas. 
As Fr Simplicio has been with us for most of the 
year Fr Steve has decided that any gifts will also 
be shared with him. 

ADVENT SERVICE 
We are unable to hold our Advent Celebration of  

Carols and Readings in the usual way, so this year we are 
going online. 

 

A virtual Advent Carol Service will be  
live-streamed from the Church on 

Saturday 12 December at 7.15 pm.   
 

Should you wish to join in with the 
carol singing and follow the readings, 

a programme will be on the website from this weekend. 
 

We usually raise money to support  
St. Christopher’s Hospice, so if you wish to donate to this 

charity you can do so online:  
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

rosieschoirchristmasevents 
or you can post a donation through the Presbytery door 

marked 
‘St. Christopher’s Hospice’. 

 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rosieschoirchristmasevents
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rosieschoirchristmasevents


 

 

We have received a letter from 
Archbishop John Wilson informing 
us that Pope Francis has accepted 
Bishop Patrick Lynch’s request to 
retire slightly early on health 
grounds. Thankfully, Bishop Pat’s 
health is stable and he will be     
retiring within the Archdiocese.  
Bishop Pat has been a good friend 

to our parish and we will see him before he retires. 

SVP Beckenham would like to 
thank everyone who kindly 
donated to our recent Christ-
mas appeal.  Your donations 
exceeded our expectations, 
and we will now be helping 
125 local families with food 

vouchers next week. 
 
If you have made a donation would you be kind 
enough to complete a Gift Aid form as this will enable 
us to reclaim the tax element and increase your      
donation accordingly.  Here is a link to the form:  
https://bit.ly/3fRN3Vn 
 
If you would still like to make a donation, please make 
a BACS payment to the SVP account:   
Sort Code 60-60-04, Account number 46076190, Pay-
ment reference: Food Packages 
Please email beckenhamsvp@gmail.com or call 
07789 497482 with any queries, and thank you again. 

 
 
 
 
The Passage is facing the biggest challenge in our 40 
year history.  We responded quickly during both lock-
downs to safely move hundreds of rough sleepers into 
temporary accommodation. During the first lockdown 
we were preparing food for over 300 people each day 
consisting of a hot dinner and packed cold breakfast 
and lunch, and delivering to the temporary accommo-
dation where homeless people had moved to.  The 
continuing Covid-19 pandemic and economic crisis 
means that many more are now at risk of unemploy-
ment and losing their home.   
  
We offer practical, hands on support to help homeless 
people help themselves.  Our Resource Centre has 
recently been transformed into a new ‘Advice and 
Support Hub’, offering a safe space and tailored ad-
vice.  The centre also provides hot food, showers, 
clothing, and laundry. Despite the pandemic and eco-
nomic crisis, we support up to 100 homeless people 
daily, many of whom are newly street homeless, into 
safe and secure accommodation and employment; 
helping them to end their homelessness for good. 
  
The Passage is again raising funds through the Big 
Give from 12 noon Tues 1 December – 12 noon 
Tues 8 December to support its work Helping Home-
less People this winter.  Double your Donation, Dou-
ble your impact.  This is a matched giving scheme 
for online donations.  If someone (can be company, 
individual or trust) gave £100 online, matched giving 
of £100 would bring the Gift up to £200 (and for indi-
viduals to £225 with Gift Aid with higher rate tax relief 
it may cost the donor less than £100). For more infor-
mation ring Andrew Hollingsworth 020 75921886 or  
andrew.h@passage.org.uk 
  

Please generously give online at 

 https://tinyurl.com/PassageBigGive  

A MESSAGE FROM THE DIOCESE 

GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION ON FAITH  

ENGAGEMENT 

Officials of the Ministry of Housing, Communities, 
and Local Government (MHCLG) have asked for 
individual Catholics to respond to this open consulta-
tion on the way government engages with faith   
communities.  The link to the online submission is:   
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/
independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-
evidence 

 
This call for evidence aims to collect the views to 
underpin the Faith Engagement Review. This call 
for evidence opened on 13 November and will close 
at 11:45 pm on 11 December.  Please ask your    
clergy, religious and lay faithful to engage in this   
important consultation.  The Catholic Union with 
Catholic Voices are organising a webinar on “how 
the government should engage with faith groups” on 
Wednesday 2 December at 7.00 pm.  Colin Bloom, 
the Faith Engagement Adviser at the Ministry or 
Housing, Communities and Local Government, will 
present and promote the government consultation on 
the issue.  Link and registration: 

https://www.catholicvoices.org.uk/events/
independent-faith-review 

BEREAVEMENT SERVICES 
The MFL (Marriage & Family Life) Bereavement 
Team wishes to extend an invitation to parishioners 
who are already practiced ‘befrienders’ and have 
experience in listening and supporting people who 
have lost a loved one.  In particular, they would like 
to invite befrienders within parishes to join a training 
weekend in supporting the bereaved, with a view to 
training others.  If you are interested in attending-
please email contact details to the Bereavement 
Ministry email: mflbereavement@rcaos.org.uk  
and one of the Team will contact you about register-
ing for the weekend of training on April 24 25, 2021. 

PETER’S PENCE - SECOND COLLECTION 
The offerings of the faithful are intended to support 
the activities of the Holy Father.  The Pope, as Pastor 
of the universal Church, is concerned both with the 
needs of evangelization (spiritual, educational, justice, 
communication, political charity, diplomatic activity, 
etc.) and with the material needs of poor dioceses, 
religious institutes and faithful in serious difficulties 
(the poor, children, the elderly, the marginalized,   
victims of wars and natural disasters; special aid to 
Bishops or Dioceses in need, Catholic education, aid 
to refugees and migrants, etc.). Please use the      
DONATE button on ChurchSuite and select the option 
Peter’s Pence.  

https://bit.ly/3fRN3Vn
mailto:beckenhamsvp@gmail.com
mailto:andrew.h@passage.org.uk
https://tinyurl.com/PassageBigGive
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence
https://www.catholicvoices.org.uk/events/independent-faith-review
https://www.catholicvoices.org.uk/events/independent-faith-review
mailto:mflbereavement@rcaos.org.uk


 

WORTH A LOOK….. 

Heaven’s Road Catholic Online Radio 
www.heavensroadfm.com 

An excellent Catholic radio station broadcasting 24/7 
from St John's Seminary, Guildford. It has traditional 
prayers, including Rosary, Angelus and prayers for 

the sick, plus feature programmes and music.  It also 
has many links on the website to podcasts etc, and 

about 40 live audio-visual Masses a day from 
webcams in UK and Ireland. If anyone has a spare 

shilling to give away, the Radio is reliant upon       
donations. Donate here  

Would you like a Mission Calendar 2021? 
These are available from  

The Missionary Sisters of St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road, 020 8313 3915 

 
A missionary calendar is a very simple way of keeping 
the flame alive, of reminding ourselves during the year, 

of the need to pray and support the missions.  

LIVING WELL 
Make an online donation at:  
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/living-well
-emergency-covid-appeal 

Or you can drop off food donations at the  

Penge Sainsbury’s 

ADVICE FOR COMPLETING THE  
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION FORM FOR  

ADMISSION TO  
ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

The suspension of the obligation to attend Sunday 
Mass was announced on 18th March by Bishops'  Con-
ference of England and Wales. If a parent/carer attend-
ed Mass at a particular parish (or parishes)   prior to 
18th March 2020 then they will be considered to have 
attended Mass in that parish (or parishes)  regularly 
since that time. This will remain the case until the Sun-
day obligation is re-introduced by the Bishops. 
Fr Ashley is the priest dealing with school admissions.  
Please contact him at the email address on the front 
page and not the parish office or the school office.  
In the current circumstances it is best if you email your 
SIF direct to him, containing your details, and he will 
email the priest's part back to you; this way we can 
avoid the use of hard copies or having to arrange   col-
lection from the presbytery while the physical office is 
closed.'  

 
 
 
 
If you would like some Advent reading you may find 
the Catholic Truth Society website helpful 
at www.ctsbooks.org.  I can recommend a booklet 
called 36 Days and 36 Ways which offers daily       
meditation from the first Sunday in Advent to the  
Epiphany, price £2.50.  Alternatively you can find that 
and other CTS books on Amazon where you can buy 
both hard copies or download instantly to Kindle:  

www.amazon.co.uk. 
Happy reading     Mary Deering 

 
 
 
We put this item in week after week as it could be such 
an easy way to boost the finances of our parish which 
have been badly affected by the lockdowns.  Many of 
you shop online and will be doing so over the next few 
weeks so we urge you to take a look at this and see if 
you can help. 
 
It's easy and completely FREE.  4,300 shops and sites 
will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to do 
your everyday online shopping - at no extra cost to you!  
Every donation you raise makes a difference to us so 
please sign up and share today:         

https/www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stecb/?
invite=U95BCP%26referral-campaign=c2s%

26utmcampaign=admin-trigger%26utmcontent=srt  
 

Thank you to those who have recently signed up to 
this.  We are very grateful. 

https://heavensroadfm.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d38121f6f94c20187a6dda8f3&id=6e7e212305&e=6e2f4fcaeb
https://heavensroadfm.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d38121f6f94c20187a6dda8f3&id=93e754a3b2&e=6e2f4fcaeb
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/living-well-emergency-covid-appeal
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/living-well-emergency-covid-appeal
http://www.ctsbooks.org/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h3572fe05,271ff30e,2561e890&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h3572fe05,271ff30e,2561e890&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h3572fe05,271ff30e,2561e890&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP


 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
  

Sunday 6 December Second Sunday of Advent 

  9.30 am   John Cotter 

    For the people of the parish 

  5.30 pm   Richard Graves RIP 

 

Monday 7 December St Ambrose, Bishop  

10.00 am   Ints of Kasee Koma 

  6.00 pm   Joan & Seamus Dunlop RIP 

 
Tuesday 8 December The Immaculate Conception of the 
    Blessed Virgin Mary 

10.00 am   John Murnane & all benefactors &  
    orphans, living & deceased. 

  6.00 pm   Jeanne & Pierre Champetier RIP & 
    Nancy & Stephen Dennis RIP 

 
Wednesday 9 December Feria 
10.00 am   Promoters & Benefactors of the  
    Claver Sisters 
  6.00 pm   Toni Makuro - in thanksgiving 

 

Thursday 10 December Feria (The Blessed Virgin Mary  
    of Loreto) 
10.00 am   Dec’d members of the Lennon family 
  6.00 pm   Juvy Tavada RIP 
 
Friday 11 December Feria (St Damasus 1, Pope) 
10.00 am   All persecuted born & unborn  
    children 
  6.00 pm   William Ross RIP (anniv)   
 
Saturday 12 December Feria (Our Lady of Guadalupe) 
10.00 am   Thomas Lee RIP (anniv) 

Confession from 5.00 pm until 5.55 pm   

  6.00 pm    Crescenzo & Delisa Panetta RIP 
    Paulino Estorquia RIP 
 

Sunday 13 December Third Sunday of Advent 

  9.30 am   Giaco & Chona Collu (wedding anniv)  

      Ints of Christine Parker 

  5.30 pm   Sally Battle RIP 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam each  

weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

Some Mass intentions have had to be moved from their booked date as 

we are celebrating fewer Masses at the moment.  The intention will be 

moved to another Mass as close as possible to the date originally given. 

 

We pray for those who have died recently: Denise Ricketts, Rita Dixon, Angela Stolle, Epiphany Fernandes. 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week: Bella Walter, Helen Shipsey, Rachel Elias, Leonard Cook, Pearse Kilcullen, 
Rose Cranstoun, Mary Beck, Margaret O’Neill, Lucas Campos, Elizabeth Lynch, William Ross, Sharon Elizabeth Wigner, Mary        
Sullivan 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, 
John Crouch, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil 
Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Francesca, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony 
Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Ann Higgs,  
Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Mim Jennings, Peter Anthony Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin,  
Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Lane, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Amelia Macdonald, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul  McIndoe, Eddie 
Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, 
Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Noreen Sweeney, Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah      
Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sarah Webb, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 
 

Priest’s Day Off -Fr Ashley – Monday, Fr Steve - Tuesday, Fr David – Wednesday 

 

To make your regular donations electronically please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order, our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   
Ac no: 14282887  

READINGS FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT  
Year B 

Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 
Psalm 146 

James 5:7-10 

Today is the Second Sunday of Advent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
God of power and mercy, open our hearts in  
welcome.  Remove the things that hinder us 
from receiving Christ with joy, so that we may 
share his wisdom and become one with him 
when he comes in glory, for he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

Last week’s online collection raised £2219.41 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


 
When you have finished colouring this picture why 

not put it through the Presbytery letter box so  
Fr Steve can see it? 

If you put your name and age and a phone number 
he might award a prize for the one he likes best. 



CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 

Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP       
Email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
Website: www.saintedmunds.net 
020 8650 0970  Parish Office - CLOSED  
 
Fr. Steve Wymer ~ Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck ~ 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. David Atuanya CSSp ~ 020 8650 7533 - davidatuanya@rcaos.org.uk 
Deacon Sean Murphy ~ 020 3490 5693 - seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk  
Deacon Duncan Aitkins ~ 07957 861 404 - duncanaitkins@rcaos.org.uk 

29 November 2020 
First Sunday of Advent 
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patdevine13@gmail.com 
Missionary Sisters of  

St. Peter Claver 
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020 8313 3915 
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GOD AND VACCINES 

 
FIFTY-FIVE YEARS AGO, one of the final       
documents of the Second Vatican Council         
contained these words: ‘Humanity judges rightly 
that by his intellect he surpasses the material 
universe, for we share in the light of the divine 
mind.  By relentlessly employing his talents 
through the ages we have indeed made progress 
in the practical sciences and in technology and 
the liberal arts. In our times humanity has won 
superlative victories, especially in the probing of 
the material world and in subjecting it to itself.  
Still it has always searched for more penetrating 
truths, and finds them’.  While we might worry 
today about what some people might understand by 
‘subjecting’, this is an important affirmation of   
scientific enquiry.  The Church and the world of 
science have not always had an easy relationship, 
and in our own age we will insist, as in every area 
of life, that ethical standards are followed, but the 
Church is in dialogue with scientists and respects 
what they discover.  The best example of this     
affirmation is Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical   
Laudato Si’ about care for creation.  The pope, 
probably the first pope to have a degree in physics, 
made it clear that faithful Catholics can’t be 
‘climate change deniers.’ The Church, which has 
always promoted high quality education, will have 
no time for politicians who say things like ‘People 
in this country have had enough of experts’. 
So respect for medical and scientific evidence    
during this pandemic has led the Church to encour-
age people to follow advice they are given, in the 
interests of the Common Good; and we have also 
accepted restrictions on public worship – but for the 
recent cessation of public worship, mercifully about 
to end, we tried to seek out what the evidence was  

to justify this step, without much success.  But overall 
Christians are no more likely to be among those denying 
what this virus is about than we are to be among those 
denying climate change, if we’re considerate towards  
other people and not selfish. 
Therefore with others we will be thankful about the recent 
announcements about the development of three vaccines 
against Covid-19.  As with other vaccines there are some 
ethical concerns, addressed recently by the Bishops    
Conference (Catholic Bishops Conference of England and 
Wales (cbcew.org.uk), and it has been made clear that we 

can take these vaccines with a clear conscience, even 
when we have reservations.  Moreover, Catholics will 
want to insist that distribution of the vaccine is not carried 
out worldwide in the interests of the rich.  Being thankful 
to God after these last very difficult months is what really 
matters, and as Advent and a new year in the life of the 
Church is beginning this weekend, we’re offered a new 
beginning and a path out of sadness and the danger of 
death.  Human reason and intelligence which leads us in 
scientific and medical enquiry is a gift from God (and I 
write this is as one who was terrible at Science subjects at 
school).  We are created in the image of God as a free act 
of love on his part: this means that our use of these gifts, 
if we do so ethically, reflects God’s nature; as Vatican II 
says, we ‘share in the divine mind.’ This phrase helps us 
understand the doctrine of the Incarnation.  Because Jesus 
Christ is both fully God and fully human, we believe that 
he bridges the gulf between God and humanity; the early 
Church Fathers write of humanity being ‘deified’ and  
taken into the Godhead.  This is why mainstream Christ-
ianity sees humanity as noble and exalted – though 
scarred by sin – rather than dirty and contemptible.  This 
dignity which we possess as God’s children, created in his 
image, is at the heart of our moral teaching, not least in 
relation to the ethics of healthcare provision at this time. 
For these reasons we should be thankful to God for the 
advances which have been made in different parts of the 
world (there’s no excuse for flag-waving) on the basis of 
international cooperation.  These advances speak to us of 
the gifts of ingenuity which God gives us, a sign of his 
love; and we share in the mind of God because of Jesus 
Christ.  Please pray at this time for those completing the 
vaccine trials and those who will be responsible for their 
manufacture and administration, here and all over the 
world.  

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-work/health-social-care/coronavirus-guidelines/covid-19-and-vaccination/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-work/health-social-care/coronavirus-guidelines/covid-19-and-vaccination/


 
GIRL GUIDES 
The guide leader for the group that 
meets in St Edmund’s Hall, Lorraine   
Wilson-Cousins is retiring after many 
year’s service.  If anyone is interested 
in taking over the role or just finding  
out more about the post, please email 
the office and we will put you in touch 

with Lorraine.  Formal applications must be made 
through the website girlguiding.org.uk where more 
information about the movement can be found. 

 

ADVENT SERVICE 
We are unable to hold our Advent Celebration of  

Carols and Readings in the usual way, so this year we 
are going online. 

 

A virtual Advent Carol Service will be  
live-streamed from the Church on 

Saturday 12 December at 7.15 pm.   
 

Should you wish to join in with the 
carol singing and follow the readings, 

a programme will be on the website from 5 December. 
 

We usually raise money to support  
St. Christopher’s Hospice, so if you wish to donate to 

this charity you can do so online:  
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

rosieschoirchristmasevents 
or you can post a donation through the Presbytery 

door marked 
‘St. Christopher’s Hospice’. 

 
We do hope you are able to join us on online - where you watch our 

parish Masses 

300 Club 

Congratulations to our November winners 
No 294, Mrs Rosemary Chrumka, £100 

No 120, Mrs Fiona Ross, £75 
No 213, Mrs Gillian Moore-Martin, £50 

No 105, Mrs Celia Doran, £25 

The parents of Sarah Webb, and Sarah herself, want 
to thank all the parishioners who have been praying 
for Sarah and for them, over the last few weeks.  
Sarah has defied the odds and is back at home.  
She is in good spirits and sends her love to all. 

Would you like a Mission Calendar 2021? 
These are available from  

The Missionary Sisters of St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road, 020 8313 3915 

 
A missionary calendar is a very simple way of keep-
ing the flame alive, of reminding ourselves during the 
year, of the need to pray and support the missions.  

 

 
 
 
We put this item in week after week as it could be 
such an easy way to boost the finances of our parish 
which have been badly affected by the lockdowns.  
Many of you shop online and will be doing so over the 
next few weeks so we urge you to take a look at this 
and see if you can help. 
 
It's easy and completely FREE.  4,300 shops and 
sites will donate to us when you use easyfundraising 
to do your everyday online shopping - at no extra cost 
to you!  Every donation you raise makes a difference 
to us so please sign up and share today:         

https/www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stecb/?
invite=U95BCP%26referral-campaign=c2s%

26utmcampaign=admin-trigger%26utmcontent=srt  
 

Thank you to those who have recently signed up 
to this.  We are very grateful. 

SECOND COLLECTION FOR THE HOLY PLACES 
29 November 

This second collection is for the upkeep of the Holy 
Places - the places connected with our Lord’s     
Passion, and also to help maintain Christian school-
ing in this area. This  collection would have been 
taken in our Catholic churches throughout the world 
on Good Friday, and the diocese has directed that it 
be taken this weekend. 
 
Please use the DONATE option on ChurchSuite to 
make a donation to the Holy Places 

ADVICE FOR COMPLETING THE  
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION FORM FOR  

ADMISSION TO  
ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

The suspension of the obligation to attend Sunday 
Mass was announced on 18th March by Bishops'  
Conference of England and Wales. If a parent/carer 
attended Mass at a particular parish (or parishes)   
prior to 18th March 2020 then they will be considered 
to have attended Mass in that parish (or parishes)  
regularly since that time. This will remain the case until 
the Sunday obligation is re-introduced by the Bishops. 
Fr Ashley is the priest dealing with school admissions.  
Please contact him at the email address on the front 
page and not the parish office or the school office.  
In the current circumstances it is best if you email your 
SIF direct to him, containing your details, and he will 
email the priest's part back to you; this way we can 
avoid the use of hard copies or having to arrange   
collection from the presbytery while the physical office 
is closed.'  

http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rosieschoirchristmasevents
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rosieschoirchristmasevents
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h3572fe05,271ff30e,2561e890&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h3572fe05,271ff30e,2561e890&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h3572fe05,271ff30e,2561e890&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP


 

COMPASS IN ADVENT 
Preparing for Christmas 

 
Our lives are being turned upside down at the moment 

due to Covid-19. 
Join us to reflect on some of the characters in the 
Christmas story whose lives were also radically 

changed. 
 

How is God speaking to us through these stories  
today? 

 
Each Friday we will focus on one set of characters.  

The meeting will also include a sharing of a  
contemporary story of vocation/call.  There will be time 

for sharing, questions, and discussion. 
 

Who? - Young adults 18-35 
When? Fridays - 27 Nov, 4, 11, 18 Dec 

Time? 7pm for one hour 
 

Zoom link: email us 
on CompassInAdvent@gmail.com for the link and for 

any other information. 
Facebook event: https://bit.ly/CompassInAdvent 

 
 

Compass is a project of CVP (Catholic Vocations  
Project).  CVP is supported by a group of religious 

women and men in the UK who are interested in pro-
moting a culture of vocation in our Church.  

We are looking for volunteers who can help build 
5 or 10 Sleep Pods. 

No experience or technical knowledge needed! 
A Sleep Pod is a one-person shelter  designed to 
self-warm and protect the user from rain and wind.  It 
can be put up and packed away into its own bag in 
seconds and is   extremely lightweight.  We do not 
ask you to pay for the ones you assemble. 
 
One Sleep Pod can be made in about 1 hour and you 
will need a space approximately 3m x 2m in order to 
lay out the materials and build in comfort. You will be 
sent a “how to build” video to follow. We work with 
charities and groups who distribute to rough sleepers.  
We rely on people power to make our charity work. 

 
For more information visit our website: 

www.sleeppod.org.uk 
 

Each pod costs £30 - if you can help by fundraising or     
donating to our online fundraising campaign go to:   

https://www.fundsurfer.com/crowdfund/sleep-pod
-fundraising-campaign 

 
When you become a Sleep Pod home builder you 

become a part of something much much bigger and 
we thank you for being part of the story. 

 
Thanks to those of you who have already assembled  

some pods 

 
The Sleep Pod Team  

Registered charity – Charity number 1187295 

SLEEPOUT FOR  
BROMLEY HOMELESS SHELTER 

Thank you very much to those who sponsored this 
event. Fortunately, I was blessed with a rain free 
night with clear skies. My total raised (including gift 
aid) was £663.75.   
     Anne Unseld 

Night Under the Stars goes virtual 

Our special 20th anniversary virtual event 
Hosted by comedian Rory Bremner and classical    
music radio broadcaster Petroc Trelawny, with special 
performances filmed at the London Coliseum from 
British baritone Huw Montague Rendall; British lyric 
soprano Nadine Benjamin; violinist Shlomy Dobrinsky; 
The Orion Orchestra; Conductor, Toby Purser and 
song pianist, Gary Matthewman. 

With festive readings from one of Britain’s best-loved  
story makers, Michael Morpurgo and broadcaster and 
journalist Sue Lawley. 

Book your tickets at https://givergy.uk/thepassage/ 

Suggested donations are £12 a ticket, but please 
give as generously as you are able. 

mailto:CompassInAdvent@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/CompassInAdvent
http://www.sleeppod.org.uk/
https://www.fundsurfer.com/crowdfund/sleep-pod-fundraising-campaign
https://www.fundsurfer.com/crowdfund/sleep-pod-fundraising-campaign


 

 

 

CAFOD ONLINE REFLECTIONS - Cafod has a lovely 

online Advent calendar, which can be found at https://
cafod.org.uk/Pray/Advent-calendar   You can also find 

other versions there, such as an Advent calendar for 

families and one for children.  

 

CAFOD WORLD GIFTS - Cafod's range of virtual gifts, 

make a real difference to families living in poverty across 

the world.  While we have the coronavirus pandemic and 

lockdown here, we can still be good neighbours to our 

sisters and brothers overseas by giving World Gifts as 

Christmas presents to family and friends.  The Keep 

Clean Kit gift for £6 and the Vegetable Garden gift for 

£10 are just two gifts that will help vulnerable families 
affected by the pandemic to protect and feed them-

selves.  Visit cafod.org.uk/worldgifts 

 

We can also stretch out our hands to people living in 

poverty and refugees by donating to CAFOD’s Advent 

Appeal at cafod.org.uk/advent. 

 

 

 

 

THE BIG GIVE 

FOR ONE WEEK STARTING 1 DECEMBER 

The Passage is raising funds through the Big Give 
from noon on Tuesday 1

t
 December to noon on  

Tuesday 8 December to support its work Helping 
Homeless People this winter.  

Double your Donation, Double your impact.   This 
is a matched-giving scheme for online donations.  If 
someone gave £10 online, matched-giving of £10 
would bring the Gift up to £20 (and for individuals, to 
£22.50 with Gift Aid).  For more information please 
contact Andrew Hollingsworth on  020 75921886  or 

andrew.h@passage.org.uk 

 Please give online at: 

https://tinyurl.com/PassageBigGive 

https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Advent-calendar
https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Advent-calendar
mailto:andrew.h@passage.org.uk
https://tinyurl.com/PassageBigGive


 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
 Masses are closed until Thursday morning 

 
Sunday 29 November First Sunday of Advent 

  9.30 am   Adam Aniskiewicz RIP 

  5.30 pm   For the people 

 

Monday 30 November Saint Andrew, Apostle,  

    Patron Saint of Scotland 

10.00 am   Gladys Walsh 

  6.00 pm   Faustino Cabilin RIP 

 
Tuesday 1 December Feria 

10.00 am   Anthony Leonard RIP (anniv) 

  6.00 pm   Winnie Lewis RIP 

 
Wednesday 2 December Feria 
10.00 am   John Brookes RIP 
  6.00 pm   Sean McGrath RIP 

Church re-opens 

Thursday 3 December St Frances Xavier, Priest 
10.00 am   Josie Croft & Aileen Coupland (b’day) 
  6.00 pm   Peter May RIP 
 
Friday 4 December  Feria 
10.00 am   John Ransford RIP 
  6.00 pm   Riccardo & Stella Ling RIP 
 
Saturday 5 December Feria 
10.00 am   Int’s of Michael & Christine Parker 

Confession from 5.00 pm until 5.55 pm   

6.00 pm    Howard Long & his mum & dad RIP 
    For the needs of the Priests & the  
    parish 
 

Sunday 6 December Second Sunday of Advent 

  9.30 am   John Cotter 

    For the people of the parish   

  5.30 pm   Richard Graves RIP  

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam each  

weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

 

 

Some Mass intentions have had to be moved from their booked date as 

we are celebrating fewer Masses at the moment.  The intention will be 

moved to another Mass as close as possible to the date originally given. 

 

We pray for those who have died recently: Denise Ricketts, Rita Dixon, Angela Stolle, Fr Uche Iwuala, Rosi Baruffi. 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week: Henry Alfred Jones, Ernest Galea, Eileen Macey, Ivy Ballard, Mary Porter, 
Agnes Michell, Anthony Leonard, Barbara Helen Poltera, Jeanne Ingram, Hugh ‘Gerry’ Gerish, Margaret Cantwell, Angela Deeny. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, 
John Crouch, Kevin Curtis, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex 
Dufort, Cecil Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck,  Epiphany Fernandes, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika  
Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes,   
Kathleen Hayes, Ann Higgs, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Mim Jennings, Peter Anthony Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen 
Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Kevin Kurtis, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Lane, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Amelia Macdonald, Rose  
McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, 
Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Philippa Tolley, 
Pauline Ulisak,  Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sarah Webb, Sue 
Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 
 

Priest’s Day Off -Fr Ashley – Monday, Fr Steve - Tuesday, Fr David – Wednesday 

 

To make your regular donations electronically please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order, our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   
Ac no: 14282887  

READINGS FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT  
Year B 

Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
Psalm 84: 

2 Pet 3:8-14 
Mark 1:1-8 

OUR ADVENT WREATH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Candles are made up of of three purple candles 
with one rose or pink. 

The candles recall the weeks until Christmas. 

Purple candles symbolise waiting, also penitence but not 
in the same way as Lent. 

Rose or Pink is used on the third Sunday of Advent to 
symbolise rejoicing, since the third Sunday of Advent  is 

referred to as Gaudete (Rejoice) Sunday. 

They are lit because light is as a symbol of Christ being 
the light of the World coming through the darkness. 

Sometimes a white candle is placed in the middle, people 
focus on this when lit as the representation of Christ  

entering the world. 

Last week’s online collection raised £ 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/
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22 November 2020 
Our Lord Jesus Christ,  

King of the Universe 
 

Salesian Sisters  
25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   

020 8650 6313 
patdevine13@gmail.com 

Missionary Sisters of  
St. Peter Claver 

89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 
020 8313 3915 

sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

Jesus Christ demonstrated great power. 
Pope Benedict XVI emeritus enlightens us 
on this special power unlike any other. 

But in what does this ‘power’ of Jesus Christ 
the King consist?  It is not the power of the 
kings or the great people of this world; it is 
the divine power to give eternal life, to liber-
ate from evil, to defeat the dominion of 
death.  It is the power of love that can draw 
good from evil, that can melt a hardened 
heart, bring peace amid the harshest conflict 
and kindle hope in the thickest darkness. 
This Kingdom of Grace is never imposed and 
always respects our freedom.  Christ came 
“to bear witness to the truth” (John 18:37), as 
he declared to Pilate: whoever accepts this 
witness serves beneath his banner…. 

Every conscience therefore, must make a 
choice.  Who do I want to follow?  God or the 
evil one?  The truth or falsehood?  Choosing 
Christ does not guarantee success according 
to the world’s criteria but assures the peace 
and joy that he alone can give us.  This is 
demonstrated, in every epoch, by the experi-
ence of numerous men and women, who in 
Christ’s name, in the name of truth and      
justice, were able to oppose the enticement 
of worldly powers with their different masks, 
to the point where they sealed their fidelity 
with martyrdom. 

[ Pope Benedict XVI emeritus on the feast of 
Christ the King 22nd November 2009] 

We are looking for volunteers who can help build 5 or 10 
Sleep Pods. 

No experience or technical knowledge needed! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

A Sleep Pod is a one-person shelter  designed to self-
warm and protect the user from rain and wind.  It can be put 
up and packed away into its own bag in seconds and is   
extremely lightweight.  We do not ask you to pay for the 
ones you assemble. 
 
One Sleep Pod can be made in about 1 hour and you will 
need a space approximately 3m x 2m in order to lay out the 
materials and build in comfort. You will be sent a “how to 
build” video to follow. We work with charities and groups 
who distribute to rough sleepers.  We rely on people power 
to make our charity work. 

 
For more information visit our website: 

www.sleeppod.org.uk 
 

Each pod costs £30 - if you can help by fundraising or     
donating to our online fundraising campaign go to:   

https://www.fundsurfer.com/crowdfund/sleep-pod-
fundraising-campaign 

 
When you become a Sleep Pod home builder you become a 
part of something much much bigger and we thank you for 

being part of the story. 
 

The Sleep Pod Team  
Registered charity – Charity number 1187295 

 
 

  

GIRL GUIDES 
The guide leader for the group that meets 
in St Edmund’s Hall is retiring after many 
year’s service.  If anyone is interested in 
finding out more about the post, please 
email the office and we will put you in touch 
with her. Formal applications must be made 

through the website girlguiding.org.uk where more in-
formation about the movement can be found. 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com
http://www.sleeppod.org.uk/
https://www.fundsurfer.com/crowdfund/sleep-pod-fundraising-campaign
https://www.fundsurfer.com/crowdfund/sleep-pod-fundraising-campaign


 
 
 
We put this item in week after week as it could be 
such an easy way to boost the finances of our parish 
which have been badly affected by the lockdowns.  
Many of you shop online and will be doing so over the 
next few weeks so we urge you to take a look at this 
and see if you can help. 
 
It's easy and completely FREE.  4,300 shops and 
sites will donate to us when you use easyfundraising 
to do your everyday online shopping - at no extra cost 
to you!  Every donation you raise makes a difference 
to us so please sign up and share today:         

https/www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stecb/?
invite=U95BCP%26referral-campaign=c2s%

26utmcampaign=admin-trigger%26utmcontent=srt  
 

Thank you to those who have recently signed up 
to this.  We are very grateful. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
22 November - Catholic Youth Service and  

Catholic Education Service 
Please use the DONATE option on ChurchSuite to 

make a donation to these Diocesan collections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOGETHER WE MOVE  

A small group of parishioners walked in the Together 
We Move Challenge for The Passage. Our team of  
Beckenham Ladies raised over £1,000 of the total of 
£20,000.  Well done to all of them. 

Go to www.passage.org.uk for ways to donate. 

ADVICE FOR COMPLETING THE  
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION FORM FOR  

ADMISSION TO  
ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

The suspension of the obligation to attend Sunday 
Mass was announced on 18th March by Bishops'  
Conference of England and Wales. If a parent/carer 
attended Mass at a particular parish (or parishes)   
prior to 18th March 2020 then they will be considered 
to have attended Mass in that parish (or parishes)  
regularly since that time. This will remain the case until 
the Sunday obligation is re-introduced by the Bishops. 
Fr Ashley is the priest dealing with school admissions.  
Please contact him at the email address on the front 
page and not the parish office or the school office.  
In the current circumstances it is best if you email your 
SIF direct to him, containing your details, and he will 
email the priest's part back to you; this way we can 
avoid the use of hard copies or having to arrange   
collection from the presbytery while the physical office 
is closed.'  

FACE MASKS INSIDE CHURCH 
We expect everyone who comes into the church to wear a 

mask. 
If you are unable to 

 do this, we ask that you do not come in. 

We are trying so hard to look after our parishioners  and 
do not want to jeopardise their safety. 

INTERFAITH AND 
INTERCHURCH DIALOGUE: 

HOW ARE THEY DIFFERENT? 
Archdiocese of Southwark 

6pm to 7.30 pm 
Monday 30 November  

A free event organised by the Roman Catholic  
Archdiocese of Southwark 

Christian Unity Commission 
Online via Zoom (please register) 

 
Many Christians today consider dialogue and cooperation 
with people of other faiths as at least as pressing an issue 
as the search for unity between Christians of different  
traditions. 
The Christian Unity Commission (CUC) is therefore     
organising this event to help us to learn more about the 
contribution that the Roman Catholic Church makes to 
interfaith activity in London (north and south). We hope to 
explore possible implications for our own work. 
 
The main speakers will be Fr David Standley, chair of the 
Southwark Diocesan Committee for Inter-Religious      
Relations, and the Rev Jon Dal Din, director of West-
minster Interfaith (an agency of Westminster arch-
diocese), who is a permanent deacon in the Archdiocese 
of Southwark. There will be ample opportunity for      
questions and discussion. 

All welcome – whatever your tradition! 
Tickets available on Eventbrite 

For further details, please email:  
christianunitycommission@rcaos.org.uk 

 
 
 
CAFOD - A big thank you for your generous donations to 
Cafod's Harvest Fast day collection. This year's collection 
exceeded previous years, showing that despite our own 
misfortunes this year, many have still reached out to the 
poorest communities in the rest of the world.   
 
Christmas Shopping: If you wish to go ethical at     
Christmas and COVID free consider World Gifts. World 
gifts is CAFOD's charity gift range of unusual, ethical   
presents that will delight your friends and family.  

worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/charity 
 
‘Messages to the brave’  This is a CAFOD campaign to 
write a Christmas message of encouragement to some 
human rights defenders.  These people are working for 
peace and the rights of their communities and risk their 
lives to ensure the voice of their community is heard. 
Please write a message and encourage your friends and 
family to do the same. You can write directly on the 
CAFOD website or send a post card to CAFOD Head   
Office.  More information on the CAFOD website:  

https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Latest-campaigns/
Messages-to-the-brave  

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
If you wish to have a copy of this prayer, please 

email the Parish Office and put Spiritual Communion 
in the subject line. 

http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h3572fe05,271ff30e,2561e890&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h3572fe05,271ff30e,2561e890&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h3572fe05,271ff30e,2561e890&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP
https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Latest-campaigns/Messages-to-the-brave
https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Latest-campaigns/Messages-to-the-brave


 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
 Masses are closed but all are live streamed 

 
Sunday 22 November Our Lord Jesus Christ,  

    King of the Universe 

    Youth Day 

  9.30 am   Paolo & Armando Cogoni RIP 

    Nyree Mukoro - in thanksgiving 

  5.30 pm   Maria & Phil Shine RIP 

 

Monday 23 November Feria (St Clement) 

10.00 am   Danny Curtin RIP 

  6.00 pm   Benefactors & Promoters of the 

    Claver Sisters 

 
Tuesday 24 November Saints Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest, & 
    Companions, Martyrs 

10.00 am   For all persecuted born & unborn  
    children 

  6.00 pm   Lillian Tierney RIP 

 
Wednesday 25 November Feria (St Catherine of Alexandria) 
10.00 am   Crescenzo Panetta RIP 

No hour of private prayer today 
11.30 am   Funeral of Annie Sparman (closed) 
  6.00 pm   Gretta Colonnese & Ron Renton RIP 

 

Thursday 26 November Feria 
10.00 am   Parents & godparents of Willow  
    Fayaz 
  6.00 pm   Wellbeing of Amelia Macdonald 
 
Friday 27 November Feria 
10.00 am   Rosi Baruffi RIP 
  6.00 pm   Giovanni Campanaro RIP (5th anniv) 
 
Saturday 28 November Feria (Our Lady) 
10.00 am   Marion & Frank Stanhope RIP 
  6.00 pm    Antonio & Angela Panetta RIP 
 

The Season of Advent 
 

Sunday 29 November First Sunday of Advent 

  9.30 am   Adam Aniskiewicz RIP   

  5.30 pm   For the people  

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam each  

weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

 

There are no confessions at the moment 

 

Some Mass intentions have had to be moved from their booked date as 

we are celebrating fewer Masses at the moment.  The intention will be 

moved to another Mass as close as possible to the date originally given. 

 

We pray for those who have died recently: Mary Spackman, Denise Ricketts, Rita Dixon, Angela Stolle, Fr Uche Iwuala, Rosi  
Baruffi.  
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week: Raymond Micallef, Edmund Paton Walsh, Rosa Saminatar, Raymond  
Gregory, Penelope Wood, Maureen Bentley, Crescenzo Panetta, Greta Colonnese, John Doyle, Pauline May Tolhurst, Sally O ’Shea, 
Louise Hitchcock, Giovanni Campanaro, Aurora Matella. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch,  
Kevin Curtis, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil 
Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck,  Epiphany Fernandes, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan 
Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Ann 
Higgs, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Mim Jennings, Peter Anthony Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony &     
Richard Kirin, Kevin Kurtis, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Lane, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Amelia Macdonald, Rose McDonnell, Mary 
McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-
O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak,  
Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sarah Webb, Sue Wingfield and   
Charlie Wynn. 

 

To make your regular donations electronically please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order, our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   
Ac no: 14282887  

 
READINGS FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT Year B 

 
Isaiah 63:16-17, 19, 64:2-7 

Psalm 80 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Mark 13:33-37 
 
 
 
 
 

The electronic collection last week came to £2647.80 

PARISH OFFICE 
Following guidance from the diocese the Parish Office 
has had to close during this lockdown. The staff are 
working from their homes.  There will be some requests 
that will not be able to be dealt with as the staff does not 
have access to some resources. 
Parishioners can make contact via email, and the office 
phone will be monitored on a daily basis. 
If you need to speak to a priest please dial one of them 
direct and leave a message if they are not in their office. 

If the need is urgent please phone another priest. 

LIVE STREAMING OF OUR SERVICES 
If you have friends and family who are unable to get to  
church, or whose church has not re-opened, please tell 

them about our broadcasts and show them how easy it is 
to view them, and others, on a computer or laptop. 

DAYS OFF 

Our priests have re-arranged their day off 

Fr Ashley – Monday 

Fr Steve – Tuesday 

Fr David – Wednesday 

Please respect this and contact another priest if you need 
one urgently.  

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 

Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP       
Email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
Website: www.saintedmunds.net 
020 8650 0970  Parish Office - CLOSED  
 
Fr. Steve Wymer ~ Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck ~ 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. David Atuanya CSSp ~ 020 8650 7533 - davidatuanya@rcaos.org.uk 
Deacon Sean Murphy ~ 020 3490 5693 - seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk  
Deacon Duncan Aitkins ~ 07957 861 404 - duncanaitkins@rcaos.org.uk 

15 November 2020 
Thirty-third Sunday 

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
020 8650 6313 

patdevine13@gmail.com 
Missionary Sisters of  

St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 

020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

Virtue and Character 

‘Human virtues acquired by education, by deliberate 
acts and by a perseverance ever-renewed in repeated 
efforts are purified and elevated by divine grace.  With 
God's help, they forge character and give facility in the 
practice of the good.  The virtuous person is happy to 
practice them’.   
This is a quotation (section 1810) from the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, shown here, the basic source book for 
what the Church believes and teaches, which we use for 
RCIA programmes and other courses (easy to buy and also 
available online for free at https://www.vatican.va/archive/
ENG0015/P65.HTM.  Although it is a very short quotation 
a lot is packed in; and yet if we think about the words care-
fully they give us a lot of help in looking at some of the 
problems in our world.  
We teach that what we call virtues are attitudes which gov-
ern our actions.  They help us to lead a good life; we     

acquire them by effort with the help of the grace of God. 
The quote above mentions education: this is one reason 

why schools are important to us in the Catholic Church – in 
them we try to instil virtues in our children and young   

people.  To build up virtues, to try and lead a virtuous life, 
is a lifelong task.  A danger for us is if we think we can do 
this by our own efforts: the catechism makes it clear that 

we need God’s help, what we call ‘grace.’  An extension of 
this is that if we do feel we’re getting somewhere, if we 

feel we succeed in being better people, we can easily be-
come vain and proud.  Knowing our sinfulness and our 

utter dependency on God is crucial to the practice of the 
virtues.  The extract goes on to say that the virtues ‘forge 

character’.  This is crucially important both in terms of 

self-knowledge and, at times, prudent judgments which we 
need to make about other people. We’re warned in the   

Bible about making unfair judgments about others resting 
on a mistaken belief that we won’t be judged ourselves: but 

at times in every walk of life we do have to assess and eval-
uate other people, in fairness and humility. We do so in 

education, we do so in the world of work, we do so in our 
families and we do so in the life of the Church.  Such a 
judgment will involve looking at someone’s character: has 

the person we are looking at led a virtuous life?  Have the   
virtues forged the person’s character?  Is the person one 

who practices ‘the good’?  In a homily at the beginning of 
this month, on All Saints day, I pointed out there is some-

thing deeply flawed about a society in which the phrase ‘do
-gooder’ is pejorative or even a term of abuse used by   
politicians, journalists and others – we really have lost our 

way.  When Christians try to emulate the saints to become 
virtuous, we all try to be ‘do-gooders’, we try to do good.  

It follows that one area of life where we are entitled to 
make a judgement about character is public and political 

life. The way someone behaves, in short, , tells you what 

sort of person he is.  As we saw here in Beckenham back in the 
1990s, it is a concern if a politician’s allegedly ‘private’ life brings 
scandal on him and the community he represents.  If a politician is 
an adulterer, the way he treats his wife tells you something about 
him – including something about what sort of politician he is.  
Infidelity in marriage, or a general selfishness with regard to    
personal relationships, is not something incidental to your pro- 
fessional or political life: it speaks volumes about you, about the 
sort of person you are. Moral relativism, particularly with regard 
to personal relationships, is so ingrained nowadays in this country 
that it really does fall to the churches, for all our own faults, to 
point these things out. 
This has actually become more important during the current     
pandemic.  As in most areas, things we were perhaps dimly aware 
of have become much clearer.  Politicians who have been shown 
to be serial liars, over many years, will carry on lying to save their 
skin during a crisis: they are unlikely, on the whole, to change 
their behaviour.  They act like this, moreover, because of their 
characters.  For when we assert the importance of virtues, of   
moral goodness, of truthfulness and integrity, at the same time we 
are claiming, perhaps uncomfortably for some people, that the 
opposite qualities are also to be found – a contempt and disparage-
ment of ‘the good’, and serial mendacity.  These sinful attributes 
are so often to be found in what psychologists call narcissism – for 
such a person, he or she is at the centre of their universe; no one 
else matters. 
And we will all be judged by God in relation to this when we die: 
so thinking about character and virtue is something we should do 
when we think about death in the month of the Holy Souls. 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com


COLLECTION FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS AND  
REFUGEES IN LONDON 

Don’t forget the Catholic Workers’ House who we col-
lect food for.  Please consider making a  donation on 
website:https://www.londoncatholicworker.org/  
 
 

If you order your shopping online maybe you could do 
an order for them and arrange for a delivery of food to 
Guiseppi Conlon House, 49 Mattison Road, London 
N4 1BG.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to everyone for raising donations for          
St Edmunds Church, with #easyfundraising! If you 
haven't signed up yet, it's easy and completely FREE.  
4,300 shops and sites will donate to us when you use 
easyfundraising to do your everyday online shopping - 
at no extra cost to you!  Every donation you raise 
makes a difference to us so please sign up and share 
today:         

https/www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stecb/?
invite=U95BCP%26referral-campaign=c2s%

26utm_campaign=admin-trigger%26utm_content=srt  
 

Thank you to those who have recently signed up 
to this.  We are very grateful. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
22 November - Catholic Youth Service/Catholic  

Education Service 
Please use the DONATE option on ChurchSuite to 

make a donation to this Diocesan collection. 

The church porch would at this time of the year be full of 
brochures and posters advertising Christmas gifts for you 
to purchase.  The many groups and charities that offer 
these are struggling, so here are a few sites  that you may 
wish to visit.  They stock wonderful religious gifts, from  
Advent candles and calendars, activity books for young 
children, beautifully illustrated story books, tree ornaments 
and cribs.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

www.acnuk.org and choose shop 
 
www.thechristiangiftcompany.co.uk 
 
The Bethlehem Nativity Gift Company 
www.tbng.co.uk 
 
The Online Christmas Market of St. Elisabeth Convent  
offers a range of unique handmade items that will make 
memorable Christmas gifts.  You may remember that the 
Sisters from Minsk visited us a few years ago.  Their online 
market is a new ventureas as they have been unable to 
visit any parishes. 
https://catalog.obitel-minsk.com/christmas-market 

AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED’S PILGRIMAGE 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS—LIVE STREAMED 

ACN invites you to join  them in prayer on  Thursday 
the 19th November at 5.00 pm, as Father Dominic 
Robinson SJ, ACN UK’s National Ecclesiastical Assis-
tant, will lead the Stations of The Cross livestreamed 
from his parish in Farm Street.  

Watch the Service here.  

ADVICE FOR COMPLETING THE  
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION FORM FOR  

ADMISSION TO  
ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

The suspension of the obligation to attend Sunday 
Mass was announced on 18th March by Bishops'  
Conference of England and Wales. If a parent/carer 
attended Mass at a particular parish (or parishes)   
prior to 18th March 2020 then they will be considered 
to have attended Mass in that parish (or parishes)  
regularly since that time. This will remain the case until 
the Sunday obligation is re-introduced by the Bishops. 
Fr Ashley is the priest dealing with school admissions.  
Please contact him at the email address above. 

FACE MASKS INSIDE CHURCH 
We expect everyone who comes into the church to wear a 

mask. 
If you cannot do this we ask that you 

do not come in. 

 

We are trying so hard to look after our parishioners  and 
do not want to jeopardise their safety. 

Parishioners themselves are concerned about others not 
wearing a mask. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

https://www.londoncatholicworker.org/
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h3572fe05,271ff30e,2561e890&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h3572fe05,271ff30e,2561e890&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h3572fe05,271ff30e,2561e890&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP
https://catalog.obitel-minsk.com/christmas-market
https://acnuk.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25a175338ce0562b9d08ed926&id=6f129e3eac&e=aa7237a0df


 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
 Masses are closed but all are live streamed 

 
Sunday 15 November Thirty-third Sunday  

    World Day of the Poor 

  9.30 am   Archibald Mascarenhas RIP 

    Adam RIP 

  5.30 pm   Fr John Healy RIP 

 

Monday 16 November St Edmund of Abingdon 

  Our parish’s feast day 

10.00 am   Fr Albert Van der Most RIP 

  6.00 pm   Edmund Mayungbo RIP 

 
Tuesday 17November Feria (St Hilda) 

10.00 am   Fr Charles Briggs RIP 

  6.00 pm   Danny Curtin RIP 

 
Wednesday 18 November Feria (The Dedication of the  
    Basilicas of Saints Peter & Paul 
10.00 am   Tina Loughlin RIP (1st anniv) 
  6.00 pm   Siobhan O’Reilly 

 

Thursday 19 November Feria 
10.00 am   Canon John McNamara RIP 
  6.00 pm   Rosarie Callanan RIP 
 
Friday 20 November Feria 
10.00 am   Dec’d members of the Brelu-Brelu & 
    Panglose families 
  6.00 pm   The Gibbons Family 
 
Saturday 21 November Presentation of the Blessed Virgin 
    Mary 
10.00 am   Bruno Panetta RIP 
  6.00 pm    Antonio & Maria Antonia RIP 

 
Sunday 22 November Our Lord Jesus Christ,  

    King of the Universe 

    Youth Day 

  9.30 am   Paolo & Armando Cogoni RIP 

    Nyree Mukoro - in thanksgiving 

  5.30 pm   Maria & Phil Shine RIP 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam each  

weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

 

There are no confessions at the moment 

 

Some Mass intentions have had to be moved from their booked 

date as we are celebrating fewer Masses at the moment.  The 

intention will be moved to another Mass as close as possible to 

the date originally given. 

 

We pray for those who have died recently: Mary Spackman, Chris Lawley,  Paulino Estorquia, Denise Ricketts 
 
 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Angelina Akpan, Robert Reed Sr, Hilda Beedle, Edmund Mayungbo, John 
Newcombe,  Charlie Doyle, Andrew Doran, Brian Ryan, James Byrne, Patricia Gilbert, Thomas Widdowoson, Eileen Rogers,  
Michael Carney, Peggy Northwood, Agnes Hazer, Eileen Rogers, Violet Pasoniewicz. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, 
Kevin Curtis, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil 
Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Emma-Jane, Epiphany Fernandes, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika 
Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, 
Kathleen Hayes, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Mim Jennings, Peter Anthony Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly,    
Antony & Richard Kirin, Kevin Kurtis, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Lane, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul 
McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll,  
Margaret Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak,  
Deborah     Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sarah Webb, Sue Wingfield and 
Charlie Wynn. 

 

To make your regular donations electronically please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   

 
READINGS FOR THE THIRTY-FOURTH AND LAST SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME 
THE FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 

Ezekiel 14: 11-12, 15-17 
Psalm 23 

1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 26 
Matthew 25: 31-46 

 
 
 
 

The electronic collection last week came to £4633.43 

Sadly, with the new restrictions placed on us by the  
Government we are, once again, unable to conduct  

baptisms. 
Please pray for those families who are unable to have 

their children baptised for the moment. 

PARISH OFFICE 
Following guidance from the diocese the Parish Office 
has had to close during this lockdown. The staff are 
working from their homes.  There will be some requests 
that will not be able to be dealt with as the staff does not 
have access to some resources. 
Parishioners can make contact via email, and the office 
phone will be monitored on a daily basis. 
If you need to speak to a priest please dial one of them 
direct and leave a message if they are not in their office. 

If the need is urgent please phone another priest. 

LIVE STREAMING OF OUR SERVICES 
If you have friends and family who are unable physically to 
get to a church please tell them about our broadcasts and 

show them how easy it is to view them on a  
computer or laptop. 

DAYS OFF 

Fr Ashley – Monday 

Fr Steve – Tuesday 

Fr David – Wednesday 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 

Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP       
Email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
Website: www.saintedmunds.net 
020 8650 0970  Parish Office - CLOSED  
 
Fr. Steve Wymer ~ Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck ~ 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. David Atuanya CSSp ~ 020 8650 7533 - davidatuanya@rcaos.org.uk 
Deacon Sean Murphy ~ 020 3490 5693 - seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk  
Deacon Duncan Aitkins ~ 07957 861 404 - duncanaitkins@rcaos.org.uk 

8 November 2020 
Thirty-second Sunday 

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
020 8650 6313 

patdevine13@gmail.com 
Missionary Sisters of  

St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 

020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

Thirty-second Sunday 

FACE MASKS INSIDE CHURCH 
We expect everyone who comes into the church to 

wear a mask. 
If you cannot do this we ask that 

you do not come in. 

 

We are trying so hard to look after our parishioners  
and do not want to jeopardise their safety. 

Parishioners themselves are concerned about others 
not wearing a mask. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

PRIESTS’ TRAINING FUND 

The Archdiocese of Southwark is blessed with men      
answering the call to the Priesthood, choosing to dedicate 
their lives to Christ and His people throughout South    
London, Kent and Surrey.  This annual collection is one of 
the few asked for by the diocese.  This summer it was an-
nounced that the seminary of St John’s, Wonersh is to be 
closed and the seminarians moved to Allen Hall, the West-
minster seminary in Chelsea.  This means a move for   
Joseph Gulliford the seminarian who was with us until the 
summer and who gave a daily Evening Reflection and 
played and sang for us during the first lockdown. There is 
a link on our ChurchApp for electronic donations or you 
could donate via the JustGiving page:       
 www.justgiving.com › campaign › PTF 
Please remember all seminarians in your prayers. 

PARISH OFFICE 
Following guidance from the diocese the Parish Office 
has had to close during this lockdown.  The staff are 
working from their homes.  There will be some requests 
that will not be able to be dealt with as the staff does not 
have access to some resources. 
Parishioners can make contact via email, and the office 
phone will be monitored on a daily basis. 
If you need to speak to a priest please dial one of them 
direct and leave a message if they are not in their office. 

If the need is urgent please phone another priest. 

INTERFAITH AND INTERCHURCH DIALOGUE: 
HOW ARE THEY DIFFERENT? 

A free event organised by the  
R.C. Archdiocese of Southwark, 

Christian Unity Commission. 
Monday 30 November 

6.00 pm to 7.30 pm 
Online via Zoom (please register) 

Many Christians today consider dialogue and co-
operation with people of other faiths as at least as 
pressing an issue as the search for unity between 
Christians of different traditions.  The main speakers 
will be Fr David Standley, of the Southwark Diocesan 
Committee for Inter-Religious Relations, and the Revd 
Jon Dal Din, of Westminster Interfaith (an agency of 
Westminster archdiocese), a permanent deacon in 
Southwark.  

There will be ample opportunity for questions and   
discussion. 

 Tickets available on Eventbrite  
All welcome – whatever your tradition!  

For further details, please 
email: christianunitycommission@rcaos.org.uk  

or visit  http://christianunity.rcaos.org.uk  

ADVICE FOR COMPLETING THE SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION FORM FOR ADMISSION TO  
ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

The suspension of the obligation to attend Sunday Mass 
was announced on 18th March by Bishops' Conference 
of England and Wales. If a parent/carer attended Mass at 
a particular parish (or parishes)  prior to 18th March 2020 
then they will be considered to have attended Mass in 
that parish (or parishes) regularly since that time. This will 
remain the case until the Sunday obligation is reintro-
duced by the Bishops.  

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY takes place as al-
ways on the Sunday in November closest to the 
11

th
, so this year it will be on this coming Sun-

day, the 8
th
 of November. The traditional annual 

service at the Cenotaph is still  taking place, but for the 
first time in just over a hundred years, it will be without 
the public.  Wherever you are however, I would urge you 
to play your part.  At 11.00 am this Sunday there will be 
the traditional 2 minute silence as we remember and 
pray for those who have died in the two world wars of the 
last century and indeed in all wars.  As you do so, please 
pray for an end to all wars.  At Mass you will hear the 
words, “Peace be with you”.  May the peace of Christ fill 
the hearts of all those who only know the ways of warfare 
and violence. 
 
Last Thursday was the beginning of another period of 
lockdown.  If we pray for others and reach out to them, 
then I am sure we will all experience the loving presence 
of God and the peace He offers. I came across this  
prayer for this Sunday:  
Lord, deepen within me a living faith in your return. 
Anoint me with the special oil of faith which cries: ‘Come, 
Lord Jesus, come.’                          
   Fr Steve     

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/PTF


SHOEBOX APPEAL 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The support from parishioners for this year's shoebox 
appeal has been amazing, a HUGE thank you to  
everyone for all the donations.  We weren't at all sure 
whether we would get as many boxes as usual this 
year but we did, and more!   We have had almost 
double the number of boxes we have had in some 
previous years and a great many financial donations 
in addition, enormous generosity from St Edmund's   
parish families and also from our SVP and CWL 
groups.  A total of 174 boxes were collected by 
Blythswood including 37 from our 5th Beckenham 
Scout group families. 

  With much appreciation  

     from Susie Watchorn and Lucienne Vella 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
Since March you will be aware that we have not 
been able to have any basket collections in the 
church during Mass.  The parish income has fallen 
significantly because of this but the many causes 
which rely on parishes to support their work have 
lost most of their income.  We have tried to highlight 
some of these charities by items in the newsletter 
and thank you for responding to them. 
There are a few collections each year which are  
papal or diocesan collections and we have now been 
given the dates on which they are to be taken. 

 
8 November - Priest Training Fund 

22 November - Catholic Youth Service/Catholic  
Education Service 

29 November Holy Places 
13 December - Peters Pence 

20 December - Apostleship of the Sea 
 

Please use the DONATE option on ChurchSuite  and 
on the dropdown menu there will be an option for 

each of the above. 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to everyone for raising donations for St          
Edmunds Church, with #easyfundraising! If you haven't 
signed up yet, it's easy and completely FREE.  4,300 
shops and sites will donate to us when you use easyfund-
raising to do your everyday online shopping - at no extra 
cost to you!  Every donation you raise makes a difference 
to us so please sign up and share today:         

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stecb/?
invite=U95BCP%26referral-campaign=c2s%

26utm_campaign=admin-trigger%26utm_content=srt  
 

Thank you to those who have signed up since  
last week. 

BROMLEY HOMELESS SHELTER  

As winter approaches, Bromley Homeless Shelter is     
unable to offer accommodation in the normal way, due to 
Covid restrictions, but is fundraising to provide single units 
for those with nowhere to go and no support. The planned 
sleepout at Bromley Parish Church on Friday 6 November 
has been changed to an individual sleepout due to the 
lockdown. Please consider sponsoring me in aid of the 
Homeless Shelter as I sleep out in my garden on Friday 
night. https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/AnneUnseld 

NOVEMBER 
Once again we have our Memorial Tree on the sanctuary. 
This year we cannot invite you yourselves to hang on it 
the names of those you wish to remember, but we have 
already hung the names of those who have died during 
2020 and have had their funerals in our church. 
There is a box on the reading slope as you enter the 
church and any names that are put in there will be added 
to the tree. 
 
Please bring them already written on a slip of paper 
and put them in the box yourself.  Many thanks to 
Margretta who is then writing and hanging the leaves.. 

FAREWELL TO FR SIMPLICIO 
Our dear Fr Simplicio has finally 
left us.  Having returned to us at 
St Edmund’s to assist during the 
first lockdown, rather than remain 
on his sabbatical, he has now 
been appointed Priest in Charge 
at St Dominic’s, Waddon. 
We shall miss his quiet calm        
presence and his ability to turn 
his hand to anything whether in 
the church or in the presbytery.  
His planning and attention to  
detail ensured we could safely   
re-open the church and once 
again welcome parishioners back 
to celebrate Mass. 
We wish Fr Simplicio a happy                                                                                
and rewarding time in his new 
parish. 

http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h3572fe05,271ff30e,2561e890&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h3572fe05,271ff30e,2561e890&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h3572fe05,271ff30e,2561e890&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/AnneUnseld


 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
All Masses are live streamed 

 
Sunday 8 November Thirty-second Sunday  

    REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

  9.30 am   The Dennis family & their lost  

    babies 

    Richard Graves RIP 

  5.30 pm   Tommy Ruddy RIP 

 

Monday 9 November The Dedication of the Lateran  

    Basilica 

10.00 am   James Byrne RIP 

  6.00 pm   For the parishioners of St Edmunds, 
    with thanks from the family of  

    Peter May RIP 

 
Tuesday 10 November St Leo the Great, Pope 

10.00 am   Dec’d family & friends of the Elias & 
    Sylvester families 

  6.00 pm   Eileen Monica O’Sullivan  RIP 

 
Wednesday 11 November St Martin of Tours, Bishop  
10.00 am   Eddie Finch RIP 
  6.00 pm   The Stewart, Elena & Sullivan  

    families 

 

Thursday 12 November St Josaphat, Bishop & Martyr 
10.00 am   Peter & Barbara Oke RIP   
  6.00 pm   Sherry O’Brien RIP 
 
Friday 13 November Feria (St Francis Xavier Cabrini) 
10.00 am   Julia & Mick Mockler RIP 
 6.00 pm   Anthony Leonard RIP 
 
Saturday 14 November Feria (Our Lady) 
10.00 am   Monica Grima RIP 
12.10 am   Mass for the Diaconate Students 
 6.00 pm    Hilda & Nick Beedle RIP 

 
Sunday 15 November Thirty-third Sunday  

    World Day of the Poor 

  9.30 am   Archibald Mascarenhas RIP 

    Adam RIP 

    Richard Graves RIP 

  5.30 pm   Fr John Healy RIP 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam each  

weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

 

There are no confessions at the moment 

 

Some Mass intentions have had to be moved from their booked date as we are 

celebrating fewer Masses at the moment.  The intention will be moved to another 

Mass as close as possible to the date originally given. 

 
 
We pray for those who have died recently: Chris Lawley, Yaniv, Paulino Estorquia, Denise Ricketts 
 
 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Eileen Hixson, Mary Phelan, Fr Robin Mountford, Mary Ward, Eddie 
Finch, John Basquill, Madeleine Ellis, Maureen Tyler, John Pealer, James Hussey, Michael Sullivan, Frank Bond, Elsie Callaghan, 
Brian Cardell, Margaret Teagan,  
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, 
Kevin Curtis, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort,  
Cecil Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Emma-Jane, Epiphany Fernandes, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, 
Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen 
Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Mary Hisee, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Mim Jennings, Peter Anthony Jones, Catherine 
Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Kevin Kurtis, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Lane, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, 
Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte 
Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Pauline 
Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sarah Webb, Sue Wingfield 
and Charlie Wynn. 

 

To make your regular donations electronically please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   
Acc no: 14282887  

COLLECTION  
Last week’s electronic collection came to £1992.05 

Thank you 

 
READINGS FOR THE THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A 
Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 

Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 
Matthew 25:14-30  

Sadly, with the new restrictions placed on us by the  
Government we are, once again, unable to conduct  

baptisms. 
Please pray for those families who are unable to have 

their children baptised for the moment. 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


 
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 
Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP       
Email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
Website: www.saintedmunds.net 
020 8650 0970  Parish Office - CLOSED TO PERSONAL CALLERS 
 
Fr. Steve Wymer ~ Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck ~ 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. David Atuanya CSSp ~ 020 8650 7533 - davidatuanya@rcaos.org.uk 
Deacon Sean Murphy ~ 020 3490 5693 - seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk  
Deacon Duncan Aitkins ~ 07957 861 404 - duncanaitkins@rcaos.org.uk 

1 November 2020 
ALL SAINTS  

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
020 8650 6313 

patdevine13@gmail.com 
Missionary Sisters of  

St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 

020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

PRAYING FOR THE DEAD IN A TIME OF PLAGUE 

SOME OF YOU will recognise this picture as being of a  
cemetery in Poland at this time of year: filled with candles and 
other religious objects as an act of prayer for those buried 
there. I don’t know whether under current restrictions this 
tradition is possible this weekend.  All over the Catholic world 
there are similar acts in this month of the Holy Souls,         
November. 
It is stating the blindingly obvious to point out that November 
is particularly poignant all over the world this year.  By last 
Wednesday evening over a million people worldwide had died 
of the pandemic, and at least 45,000 in the UK.  While histori-
cally it’s worth remembering that many plagues have killed 
far more people, this is still a shocking statistic. Cultures in 
the world which have prided themselves for power over nature 
and people’s destinies have experienced a sudden vulnerabil-
ity; some of the richest countries in the world have been    
reduced to powerlessness – often because of terrible political 
leadership – in a very short space of time.  Some governments 
have reacted competently, and even then been proved wrong 
in some decisions; others have been inept from day one and 
remain so.  
The reality of deaths in this sad time is worth reflecting on. 
Anyone who has had respiratory problems, or has family 
members who have (my late father suffered from emphysema) 
will know that chronic breathlessness is a frightening thing, 
and those who have suffered severely and died from this virus 
have experienced this severely.  But what has been particular-
ly painful is that because of the danger of infection in so many 
cases those who have died have been unable to be with family 
members, except possibly at a distance; in the early weeks 
clergy were also unable to minister the last rites of the 
Church.  Older Catholics may remember being taught about a 
‘good death’, bona mors: that has been very difficult this year. 
Even now when we minister to the sick our physical celeb-
ration of the sacraments is different: we cannot lay hands on 
the head of the sick person, and we anoint the sick person not 
with our thumb but with a cotton bud.  Everything about how 

the Church tries to support the seriously ill and the dying has 
been changed and compromised this year, and we can’t claim 
to have been prepared for this. 
Lonely deaths have been exacerbated by lonely, often bleak 
funerals.  In the first period without a Requiem Mass, with 
only a dozen or so people fearfully gathered in a crematorium 
chapel or at the graveside; even now numbers are limited and 
as at all acts of worship there is no congregational singing. 
Many bereaved people have not been able to mourn properly 
with others – so much has inevitably become small, private 
even.  This year death has stared us in the face in a new way, 
and it hasn’t been a good experience.  We cannot say, as the 
popular poem (so popular at funerals) says, ‘Death is nothing 
at all’.  The Bible and our Christian tradition has always had a 
place for lamentation, a time when in our prayer and worship 
we can be open about our sadness and grief, and we need to 
have space for this. 
So, to move to less gloomy language, November comes at the 
right time.  Perhaps in the midst of all this we’re learning 
some important things.  At a Catholic funeral, at a Requiem 
Mass, we have one over-riding priority: we’re there to pray 
for the dead person in Purgatory, and to offer for that person 
the supreme act of worship, the sacrifice of Jesus on the 
Cross, in which we participate in the Mass.  This is the most 
important thing we do, and we do it for the dead person.  This 
is what makes the Catholic ‘way of death’ different, not only 
in relation to unbelievers, but also many other Christians. 
Comforting the bereaved, thanking God for the dead person’s 
life and reflecting on the person’s life are important – but they 
are secondary. The stark simplicity of funerals in the last few 
months can perhaps help us realise this.  We have to get our 
priorities right. 
This month, our prayer for our loved ones who have died,  
including many who have died of this terrible virus, affirms 

these basic Catholic beliefs. We don’t do this to score points 

against others; but we do have something to offer others. 
When we pray for someone who has died we recognise our 
dependence on God.  That’s why in a proper Catholic funeral 
the primary focus is on God.  Praying for the dead also affirms 

a key insight about what we are like, often overlooked now-

adays in funerals: that we are flawed human beings, who need 
prayers when we die because we’re flawed and sinful.  Also, 

November should be a time for solidarity: we join ourselves 
with others as we pray to God particularly this month for 

those who have died; we realise that we’re not alone and, in 
spite of the painful deaths which have happened, nor are those 

who have died when we pray for them.  If you have lost loved 

ones this year, either from Covid-19 or from other causes, 
please be assured of the prayers of this community, this month 

above all, for their souls.   

       Fr Ashley    

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com


CATECHISM GROUP 
St Edmund's Catechism Group regrets that we will 
not be  taking any new registrations  this year.  We 
are still only halfway through the 2019-2020 year, 
with the Sacraments having been postponed until 
2021. We hope and pray that we will be back to    
normal in September 2021  and ask any families to 
email: stedscatechismgroup@gmail.com to register  
interest.   

REGISTRATION FOR SACRAMENTAL 
CLASSES FOR CHILDREN AT ST 

MARY’S SCHOOL 
If your child is in year 3 at St Mary’s 
School and you live in the parish of  
St Edmund’s you will need to register 
them for Sacramental classes which 
are scheduled to start in January                                                      

      2021.  
 

Registration closes on  
Friday 6 November 

Please use the following link to register : 

https://stedmunds.churchsuite.co.uk/events/
vzha52oxIt 

 

We must remind you to list a current contact 
email address that you check regularly. Every 
year a handful of parents never see our correspond-
ence as they have listed an out of date or rarely 
checked email address.  
Only St Edmund’s parishioners are eligible for 
these classes. If your child attends St Mary’s but you 
live in another parish, you are obliged to register your 
child for classes at that parish.  
 
This year, more than ever, we have to limit numbers 
attending the classes. For that reason, anyone who 
misses the November deadline will not be 
allowed to join the class.  

SECOND COLLECTIONS 
Since March you will be aware that we have not 
been able to have any basket collections in the 
church during Mass.  The parish income has fallen 
significantly because of this but the many causes 
which rely on parishes to support their work have 
lost most of their income.  We have tried to highlight 
some of these charities by items in the newsletter 
and thank you for responding to them. 
There are a few collections each year which are  
papal or diocesan collections and we have now been 
given the dates on which they are to be taken. 

 
8 November - Priest Training Fund 

22 November - Catholic Youth Service/Catholic  
Education Service 

29 November Holy Places 
13 December - Peters Pence 

20 December - Apostleship of the Sea 
 

Please use the DONATE option on ChurchSuite  and 
on the dropdown menu there will be an option for 

each of the above. 

If you receive the newsletter by email you 
will also have been sent a few days ago a 
letter from our SVP.  If you haven’t yet 
opened it, please could I encourage you to 
take a look as it outlines their plans 

                           for Christmas.                            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to everyone for raising donations for St          
Edmunds Church, with #easyfundraising! If you haven't 
signed up yet, it's easy and completely FREE.  4,300 
shops and sites will donate to us when you use easyfund-
raising to do your everyday online shopping - at no extra 
cost to you!  Every donation you raise makes a difference 
to us so please sign up and share today:         

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stecb/?
invite=U95BCP%26referral-campaign=c2s%

26utm_campaign=admin-trigger%26utm_content=srt  

 
BAPTISM 

Congratulations to the following children who were  
baptised during October: 
Roma Kaitlin Evans-Weir 

Enis McCarthy 
Alara McCarthy 
Amelia Weller 
Harry Brennan 

Josiah-Emmanuel Johnson-Awogbemi 
Adetomiwa Tobias Adenubi 

 

NOVEMBER 
Once again we have our Memorial Tree on the sanctuary. 
This year we cannot invite you to hang on it the names of 
those you wish to remember but we are hanging on it the 
names of those who have died during 2020 and have had 

their funerals in our church. 
 

Additionally, there will be a box on the reading slope as 
you enter the church and this is where you can leave the 

names you wish to be remembered. 
Please bring them already written on a slip of paper 
and put them in the box yourself.  They will be placed 

near the altar before the start of every  Mass. 

300 Club 

Congratulations to our October winners 
No 14  Miss Rosemary Horsley  £100 

No 212  Mr Michael Hitchens £75 
No 76  Mrs Ann Goy  £50 

No 27  Mrs Anne Higgs  £25 

mailto:stedscatechismgroup@gmail.com
https://stedmunds.churchsuite.co.uk/events/vzha52oxIt
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http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h3572fe05,271ff30e,2561e890&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h3572fe05,271ff30e,2561e890&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2018&utm_content=trigger-supp-referee-raised-2018&origin=RTND2&p1=stecb&p2=U95BCP


   

MASSES THIS WEEK  
All Masses are live streamed 

 
Sunday 1 November All Saints   

  9.30 am   Crescenzo & Delisa Panetta RIP 

    Dec’d family & friends of Elias & 

    Sylvester families 

  5.30 pm   Howard & Piatek families RIP 

   
Monday 2 November The Commemoration of all the  
    Faithful Departed 
10.00 am   Jeanne & Pierre Champetier & Nancy 
    & Stephen Dennis RIP 

  6.00 pm   For the dec’d Claver Sisters 

 
Tuesday 3 November Feria (St Martin of Porres) 

10.00 am   Chris Lawley RIP 

  6.00 pm   Fr Christopher Sexton RIP 

 
Wednesday 4 November Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop  
10.00 am   Welfare of Justin Allegretti 
  6.00 pm   Stan Ziolek RIP 

 
Thursday 5 November Feria  
10.00 am   Fr Douglas Perkins RIP   
  6.00 pm   For the dec’d Claver Sisters 
 
Friday 6 November  Feria   
10.00 am   Margery May RIP (anniv) 
 6.00 pm   For the Finnegan family 
 
 
Saturday 7 November The Dedication of the Cathedral  
    Church of Saint George 
10.00 am   Ursula Corrales RIP 
  5 - 5.45 pm   Lady Chapel Confession 
  6.00 pm    Bessie Boudville RIP 

 
Sunday 8 November Thirty-second Sunday  

    REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

  9.30 am   The Dennis family & their lost  
    babies 

    Richard Graves RIP 

  5.30 pm   Tommy Ruddy RIP 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam each  

weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

 

Some Mass intentions have had to be moved from their 
booked date as we are celebrating fewer Masses at the 

moment.  The intention will be given to another Mass as 

close as possible to the date originally given. 

 

 
 
We pray for those who have died recently: Chris Lawley and Yaniv. 
 

 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Sadie Keegan, John McKeown, Michelle Kuhn, Patricia Furlong, Kathleen 
Roche, Fr Desmond Trant-McCarthy, Margery May, Fr Martin Breen, Rona Shand, Brian Cooper, Harry Leamon, Mark Parsons,  
Fr John Redford, Valentine Potts, Sandra Richards. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, Kevin Curtis,   
Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil Dutton,    
Suzanne Eilbeck, Emma-Jane, Epiphany Fernandes, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, 
Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen 
Hayes, Mary Hisee, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Mim Jennings, Peter Anthony Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, 
Antony & Richard Kirin, Kevin Kurtis, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Lane, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul 
McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Hazel Rodgers, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux
-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Pauline Ulisak, 
Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sarah Webb, Sue Wingfield and 
Charlie Wynn. 

PARISH OFFICE 
The office is CLOSED to personal callers.  Please email 
on beckenham@rcaos.org.uk or telephone 020 8650 0970.  
You can also drop a note through our door and we will get 
in touch with you. Please do not ring the office bell. 

GIFT AID BOXES 
Please contact the parish office if you have not yet been 

able to collect your gift aid envelopes 
beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 

To make your regular donations electronically please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   
Acc no: 14282887  

COLLECTION  
Last week’s electronic collection came to £2639.12 

Thank you 

READINGS FOR THE THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR A 

 
Wisdom 6:12-16 

Psalm 63 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 or 4:13-14 

Clement Fernandes and Stephanie McAllen  
were married at St Edmund’s Church on Monday.   

Many congratulations to them both. 
 
 
 
 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


 
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 
Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP       
Email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
Website: www.saintedmunds.net 
020 8650 0970  Parish Office - CLOSED TO PERSONAL CALLERS 
 
Fr. Steve Wymer ~ Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck ~ 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. David Atuanya CSSp ~ 020 8650 7533 - davidatuanya@rcaos.org.uk 
Deacon Sean Murphy ~ 020 3490 5693 - seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk  
Deacon Duncan Aitkins ~ 07957 861 404 - duncanaitkins@rcaos.org.uk 

25 October 2020 
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
020 8650 6313 

patdevine13@gmail.com 
Missionary Sisters of  

St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 

020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

THOUGHTS FROM FR STEVE 

WELCOME! 
Last Saturday at 2.30 in the afternoon I was very 
blessed to celebrate a Mass of Baptism and  
Confirmation. On this memorable occasion, 
which we would normally have celebrated earlier 
in the year at the Easter vigil, but due to the pan-
demic was delayed, four people were received 
into the Catholic Church.  Claire Elizabeth 
McCarthy was confirmed and Lauren Elliott, 
Saied Ebrahimy Karganrood and Lauren Weller 
were both baptised and confirmed.  Sharing their 
joy were family members, godparents, sponsors 
and friends as well as Deacon Sean, Peter our 
MC and the team who lead the RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults) programme. 
My thanks to Deacon Sean, Mary and Cathy for 
all their hard work preparing for the Mass.  It 
simply would never have happened without you. 
However, the day didn’t end there, there was still 
more to come.  Immediately after the Mass      
another special celebration took place conducted 
by Deacon Sean, the baptisms of three children - 
Alara Florence McCarthy and her younger sister 
Enis, and Amelia Lillie Weller, the two daughters 
of Claire McCarthy, and Lauren Weller’s     
daughter. 
 
On behalf of all the parishioners of St Edmund’s I 
warmly welcome you all into the Catholic Church. 
Be assured of our prayers and best wishes 
 
 

     CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES 

A quick search of the web reveals a wide range 
of sites that have activities for children of different 
ages.  There are fun and rewarding things to do 
with your children at any time but particularly at 
the moment when we have very few young     
people coming to Mass.  Some of the sites are 
geared more towards childrens’ catechists but it 
is easy to adapt the contents to a family situation. 
 
Take a look at: 
https://www.catholicmom.com/Sunday-mass-
activities   

This is the Facebook page of a mum of four    
children which offers short services for Sunday 
worship. 
 
There is also CatholicMom.com which is full of 
interesting articles, gospel reflections, culture and 
fun. 
 
You can register for Cafod’s online virtual      
childrens’ liturgy that is broadcast each Sunday 
at 10.00 am.  Follow the links from the Cafod 
website. 
 
Aid to the Church in Need ~ Childs Bible Project 
https://acnuk.org/resource/childs-bible-project/ 
 
Another one to try is www.tentenresources.co.uk  
This is a group you might have read about in the 
newsletter - they are a theatre group and their 
site has many resources including a Sunday    
liturgy aimed at young people. 
 
There is loads more available.  Give the web a 
browse and you will be surprised with the        
resources that are available. 
 

FACE MASKS 
Some of our stewards are being put in a difficult 

position by some parishioners who object to      
being asked to wear a mask when they attend 
Mass.  Our stewards are all volunteers, giving 
their time freely to enable you to attend Mass.  
They have stewarded and sanitized the church 

for the last three months and without their service 
we would have to close the church.   

Please think twice before questioning what they 

say.  It is my decision that all who attend Mass 
should wear a mask.  I have decided on this for 
the safety of everyone.   

Asthma UK has advised that wearing a mask 
might be a little uncomfortable but that it does not      
impede  breathing.                           Fr Steve 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com


CATECHISM GROUP 
St Edmund's Catechism Group regrets that we will 
not be  taking any new registrations  this year.  We 
are still only halfway through the 2019-2020 year, 
with the Sacraments having been postponed until 
2021. We hope and pray that we will be back to    
normal in September 2021  and ask any families to 
email: stedscatechismgroup@gmail.com to register  
interest.   

ST EDMUNDS CHRISTMAS  
SHOEBOX APPEAL 2020 

******LAST WEEK******  
Thank you to everyone who has already taken or downloaded 
a leaflet and is filling a box.  Filled shoeboxes can be dropped 
at 20 Reddons Road anytime until November 1st or brought 
with you to weekend masses on 31st October and 
1st November when we will be collecting box-
es before masses. 
If you would like to fill a box but don’t already have a leaflet, 
you can download one here https://blythswood.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/08/2020-SBA-checklist.pdf 
If you have any questions, please call Susie or Lucienne – 
07956 574789 / 07884 184534. 

REGISTRATION FOR SACRAMENTAL 
CLASSES FOR CHILDREN AT ST 

MARY’S SCHOOL 
 
If your child is in year 3 at St Mary’s 
school and you live in the parish of St 
Edmund’s you will need to register 
them for Sacramental classes which 

are scheduled to start in January 2021.  
 

Registration is now open and will run until Friday 
6 November. 
Please use the following link to register : 
 

https://stedmunds.churchsuite.co.uk/events/
vzha52oxIt 
 

We must remind you to list a current contact 
email address that you check regularly. Every 
year a handful of parents never see our correspond-
ence as they have listed an out of date or rarely 
checked email address.  
Only St Edmund’s parishioners are eligible for 
these classes. If your child attends St Mary’s but you 
live in another parish, you are obliged to register your 
child for classes at that parish.  
 
This year, more than ever, we have to limit numbers 
attending the classes. For that reason, anyone who 
misses the November deadline will not be 
allowed to join the class.  

This weekend we would be having a 
second collection for the SVP.  It is 
the third one this year that we have 
not been able to take so please read 
the item below and respond in your 
usual generous way. 
 
The parish branch of the St   Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) 
is still active. Home visiting has not been permitted since the 
lockdown, but we have maintained regular phone contact. 
We have also been helping with shopping, funding for the 
local needy, and providing meals. 
If you are facing hardship, and feel the SVP may help, please 
call 07789 497 482 or email:  

beckenhamsvp@gmail.com  
 

Your donations continue to be appreciated, either in a marked 
envelope in the collection basket at the back of the church, 
posted through the Presbytery door or online to: SVP             
(St Edmund of Canterbury - Beckenham),  60-60-04, A/C 
46076190   
  Thank you for your continued support 

WITH THANKS 
In grateful appreciation Peter May’s wife and family thank 
you for your kind expressions of sympathy and support in 

their recent sad bereavement. 
 

The holy sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for  
your intentions. 

The Earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it... 
‘He makes grass grow for the cattle, and 
plants for man to cultivate – bringing forth 
food from the earth: wine that gladdens the 
heart of man, oil to make his face shine, and 
bread that sustains his heart. 
Psalm 104, 14-15  

mailto:stedscatechismgroup@gmail.com
https://blythswood.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-SBA-checklist.pdf
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MASSES THIS WEEK  
All Masses are live streamed 

 
Sunday 25 October  Thirtieth Sunday   

  9.30 am   Pamela Kean RIP 

    Gino & Alice Secondina and  

    Gian Bianca Rabbini RIP 

5.30 pm   Rita Hankin RIP (3rd anniv) 
   

Monday 26 October  Feria (Saints Chad and Cedd) 

10.00 am   Fr David Rea RIP 

  6.00 pm   Denis Murphy RIP (anniv) 

 
Tuesday 27 October Feria 

10.00 am   Benefactors & promoters of the  

    Claver Sisters 

  6.00 pm   Eugene Gilkes RIP (3rd anniv) 

 
Wednesday 28 October Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles  
10.00 am   Sheila Vernon RIP (anniv)  
  6.00 pm   The Catenians 

  
Thursday 29 October Feria  
10.00 am   Fr Geoffrey Nixon RIP   
  6.00 pm   Lee & Rodolfo Cabilin  
 
Friday 30 October  Feria   
10.00 am   Sean & Nora Moriarty RIP & Frank  
    O’Malley RIP 
 6.00 pm   Dafe Akpedeye RIP 
 
Saturday 31 October Feria (Our Lady) 
10.00 am   Fr Anthony Quinn RIP 
  5 - 5.45 pm   Lady Chapel Confession 
  6.00 pm    Antonio & Angela Panetta RIP 

 
Sunday 1 November  All Saints   

  9.30 am   Crescenzo & Delisa Panetta RIP 

    Dec’d family & friends of Elias & 

    Sylvester families 

  5.30 pm   Howard & Piatek families RIP 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam each  

weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

 

Some Mass intentions have had to be moved 

from their booked date as we are celebrating  

fewer Masses at the moment.  The  intention will 

be given to another Mass as close as possible to 

the date originally given. 

 

 
We pray for those who have died recently:  Annie Sparman,  Evelina Rettie, Michael Johnston, Chris Lawley, Lucy Fernandes and 
Yaniv. 
 

 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Anna Knell, Margaret Deeks, Louis Bonello, Pamela Kean, Marguerite 
Hankin, Lucy Denne, Bernard Grey, Clive Rumsey, Arthur Watson, Joan Conrath, David Edwards, Nora Moriarty, Stella Ighodaro, 
Frank Mattinson 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, Kevin Curtis,   
Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil Dutton,    
Suzanne Eilbeck, Emma-Jane, Epiphany Fernandes, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, 
Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen 
Hayes, Mary Hisee, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Mim Jennings, Peter Anthony Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, 
Antony & Richard Kirin, Kevin Kurtis, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Lane, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul 
McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Hazel Rodgers, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux
-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Pauline Ulisak, 
Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Sandy Walkington, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sarah Webb, Sue 
Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 

PARISH OFFICE 
The office is CLOSED to personal callers.  Please email 
on beckenham@rcaos.org.uk or telephone 020 8650 0970.  
You can also drop a note through our door and we will get 
in touch with you. Please do not ring the office bell. 

GIFT AID BOXES 
Please contact the parish office if you have not yet been 

able to collect your gift aid envelopes 
beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 

To make your regular donations electronically please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   
Acc no: 14282887  

READINGS FOR THE 31st SUNDAY IN  
ORDINARY TIME YEAR A 

 
Exodus 22:20-26 

Psalm 18 
1Thessalonians 1:5-10 

 
COLLECTION  

Last week’s electronic collection came to £2300.57 
Thank you 

FRATELLI TUTTI 
Copies of Pope Francis’s encyclical on Fraternity & Social 
Friendship are now available to purchase.  If you would 
like one please email the office.  The price is £6.95 
 
A Kindle version is available through Amazon for £1.99 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


 
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 
Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP       
Email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
Website: www.saintedmunds.net 
020 8650 0970  Parish Office - CLOSED TO PERSONAL CALLERS 
 
Fr. Steve Wymer ~ Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck ~ 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. David Atuanya CSSp ~ 020 8650 7533 - davidatuanya@rcaos.org.uk 
Deacon Sean Murphy ~ 020 3490 5693 - seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk  
Deacon Duncan Aitkins ~ 07957 861 404 - duncanaitkins@rcaos.org.uk 

18 October 2020 
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
020 8650 6313 

patdevine13@gmail.com 
Missionary Sisters of  

St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 

020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

Jesus our ultimate friend of all time and always  

There is a lovely story told about Pauline Baynes 
who was invited to illustrate the pictures for the 
book by C.S. Lewis ‘The Lion, Witch and the 
Wardrobe.’ Pauline said that she had great difficulty 
drawing Aslam the lion; as she would break down 
and cry and could not finish the drawing knowing 
that Aslam would be killed. Eventually, however, 
she did finish all the illustrations. Weeks later she 
suddenly realised who Aslam was - he was, of 
course Jesus Christ. 
 
This story just demonstrates that the purpose of   
every human being, without exception, is to know 
Jesus and Jesus will never exclude his friendship to       
anyone. In my life I came to the conclusion,         
especially when I became a parent, that two people 
were critical in my life, Jesus and His Blessed 
Mother. When I was in trouble and in difficulty 
these are two people I turn to without exception. 
The prayer to Our Lady of Good Remedy is a must 
every day and I recommend this to everyone, and if 
I know of someone experiencing any difficulty in 
their life I will send them this prayer. There is a 
wonderful story involving John de Matha who 
founded the Trinitarians and in 1198 he was given 
the task of raising funds to buy Christian slaves and 
free them from slavery. John de Matha and the   
Trinitarians put their faith in Our Lady and money 
poured in. Over the years thousands of Christian 
slaves were freed and in honour to Our Blessed   
Lady, John de Matha gave Mary the title ‘Our Lady 
of Good Remedy.’  
 
Every Gospel reading leads us to Jesus and this 
week’s Gospel is no different; the Pharisees try and 
trick Jesus with inane and ludicrous questions and 
there are people in our society today who do the 
same. But, sometimes it takes a poet such as    
Leonard Cohen who wrote and sung about Jesus in 
a memorable and notable fashion which takes us to 
a different level of spirituality in thinking who Jesus 
is and what he means to us. I used to play this song 
constantly in my car and then I sold the car and I 
forgot to remove the CD!! 

 

“And Jesus was a sailor when he 
walked upon the water 
And he spent a long time watching from 
his lonely wooden tower 
And when he knew for certain only 
drowning men could see him 
He said all men will be sailors then un-
til the sea shall free them 
But he himself was broken, long before 
the sky would open 
Forsaken, almost human, he sank  
beneath your wisdom like a stone.” 

 
Everyone needs help in their lives, especially in 
these days of Covid-19 which has brought us down 
to earth and the days of being self-reliant are gone. 
Today’s Gospel message reminds that being a     
hypocrite is not the way to God and Jesus makes 
this abundantly clear to those who try and hoodwink 
Him with crass and stupid questions. Jesus had his 
most critical opinions for the Pharisees because they 
lived their lives as hypocrites. Let us pray that we 
are humble and prayerful and that we rely on Jesus 
and Our Lady and leave the rest to the Holy Spirit.  
 
God Bless. Duncan 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com


 FACE MASKS AT MASS 
We expect everyone who attends Mass in the church 

to wear a mask.   
If you cannot do this we ask that 

you do not come to Mass. 

We are trying so hard to look after our parishioners  
and do not want to jeopardise their safety. 

 
Thank you for your understanding. 

CATECHISM GROUP 
St Edmund's Catechism Group regrets that we will not 
be  taking any new registrations  this year.  We are still 
only halfway through the 2019-2020 year, with the 
Sacraments having been postponed until 2021. We 
hope and pray that we will be back to normal in      
September 2021  and ask any families to email:  

stedscatechismgroup@gmail.com to register interest.   
 

ST EDMUNDS CHRISTMAS  
SHOEBOX APPEAL 2020 

Thank you to everyone who has already taken or 
downloaded a leaflet and is filling a box.  Filled shoe-
boxes can be dropped at 20 Reddons Road anytime 
until November 1st or brought with you to weekend 
masses on 31st October and 1st November when we 
will be collecting boxes before masses. 
If you would like to fill a box but don’t already have a 
leaflet, you can download one here https://
blythswood.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-
SBA-checklist.pdf 
If you have any questions, please call Susie or       
Lucienne – 07956 574789 / 07884 184534. 

REGISTRATION FOR SACRAMENTAL CLASSES FOR 
CHILDREN AT ST MARY’S SCHOOL 
If your child is in year 3 at St Mary’s school and you 
attend St Edmund’s, you will need to register them for 
Sacramental classes which are scheduled to start in 
January 2021.  
 

Registration is now open and will run until Friday 
6 November inclusive. 
Please use the following link to register : 
 

https://stedmunds.churchsuite.co.uk/events/
vzha52oxIt 
 

We must remind you to list a current contact email 
address that you check regularly. Every year a 
handful of parents never see our correspondence as 
they have listed an out of date or rarely checked email 
address.  
Only St Edmund’s parishioners are eligible for 
these classes. If your child attends St Mary’s but you 
attend another parish, you are obliged to register your 
child for classes at that parish.  

WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL CHOIR SCHOOL 
Do you have a son who loves to sing.  If so please 

take a look at the Choir School website 
www.choirschool.com or call the  

Director of Admissions, Miss Lucy Auger-  
Tel 020 7798 9081 or email lauger@choirschool.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Mission Sunday 
18th October 

. 
World Mission Sunday, one of only three Papal        
collections, is vital to the growth of the Church and the 
spread of the gospel in predominantly remote and    
impoverished areas overseas. The funds raised build 
much-needed infrastructure, from chapels and schools, 
to orphanages, clinics and dispensaries. 
 
As we are unable to take a second collection we     
encourage you to help this work continue by giving 
online.  Visit missio.org.uk/donate and select World 
Mission Sunday. 

A word from Father David Atuanya CSSp 
 

Originally from Anambra State in Nigeria, I belong to 
a Religious Order known as The Spiritans and was 
ordained in July 1994.  After my ordination I was sent 
on a mission to Papua New Guinea for eight years, 
after which I travelled to the USA for further studies 
and to work in two parishes in Brooklyn. 
 
After 5 years I returned to Nigeria and my Congrega-
tion assigned me to work in two Spiritan Formation 
communities.  I was a lecturer and the Formation  
Director at Spiritan School of Philosophy, Isienu, 
Nsukka from 2007 to 2015 and from 2015 to 2019, I 
served as a lecturer and Director of Formation at 
Spiritan International School of Theology (SIST),   
Attakwu - both in Enugu State, Nigeria. 
 
At the end of the academic/Formation year, 2019, my 
congregation approved sabbatical leave for me.  
However, Covid-19 pandemic and subsequent lock-
down hampered all efforts to arrange a place for my 
leave. But providentially, to God be the glory, I am 
here now in St. Edmund‘s to spend my sabbatical 
leave, for nothing is impossible for God - that is my 
middle name - ifeanyichukwu.   
 
Many thanks to Fr. Stephen Wymer and the members 
of St. Edmund’s Church for your generosity in    
granting me this singular opportunity to share in your 
pastoral life as well as to have a restful stay here from 
my usual preoccupations.  
 
Since my arrival, I have been supported by you all 
and look forward to getting to know more of you as 
time goes on. 
 
God bless you all! 
 
Fr. David Ifeanyichukwu Atuanya, CSSp. 
(More information about Fr David is available on our website) 
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MASSES THIS WEEK  
All Masses are live streamed 

 
Sunday 18 October  Twenty-ninth Sunday   
    World Mission Day ~ Day of Prayer  

    for the evangelization of the world 

  9.30 am   Int of the Banfield family 

    For all persecuted born & unborn  

    children 

  5.30 pm   William McShane RIP 

 

Monday 19 October  Feria (St Paul of the Cross) 

10.00 am   Carmel Cardiff-wellbeing & recovery 

  6.00 pm   Dennis family & their lost babies 

 
Tuesday 20 October Feria 

10.00 am   Jean Turrall RIP 

  6.00 pm   Richard Carey RIP 

 
Wednesday 21 October Feria  
10.00 am   John O’Reilly  
  6.00 pm   Peter Cole RIP 

  
Thursday 22 October Feria (St John Paul II) 
10.00 am   Private intention   
  6.00 pm   Mary Holleran RIP and  
    Kerry Holleran RIP 
 
Friday 23 October  Feria (St John of Capistrano)  
10.00 am   Elizabeth Adiekpornya (Special int) 
 6.00 pm   Private intention 
 
Saturday 24 October Feria (St Anthony Mary Claret) 
10.00 am   Moira Thornton RIP 
  5 - 5.45 pm   Lady Chapel Confession 
  6.00 pm    Theresa Halpin RIP 

 
Sunday 25 October  Thirtieth Sunday   

  9.30 am   Gino & Alice Secondina and  

    Gian Bianca Rabbini RIP 

    Pamela Kean RIP 

  5.30 pm   Rita Hankin RIP (3rd anniv) 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam each  

weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

 

Some Mass intentions have had to be moved 

from their booked date as we are celebrating  

fewer Masses at the moment.  The  intention will 

be given to another Mass as close as possible to 

the date originally given. 

 

 
We pray for those who have died recently:  Esther Bridget Lashmar, Joan Czyrka, Maria Jasiewicz, Annie Sparman, Evodina Dias, 
Evelina Rettie, Michael Johnston. 
 

 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Jacyntha Dutton, Christina Pamment, Patricia McGrory, Roy Anggiansah, 
Peter Cole, Eugene Gilkes, Eileen Mary Gallen, Patricia Hitchcock, Mary Holleran, Riccardo Ling, Theresia Halpin, Frieda Irma Pereira-
Rego, Ann Berry.  
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, Kevin Curtis, Sorcha 
Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil Dutton, Suzanne 
Eilbeck, Emma-Jane, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans 
Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Mary Hisee, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary 
Jackson, Mim Jennings, Bob Jones, Petrer Anthony Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Kevin Kurtis, Andrew 
Kuzan, Pierre Lane, Chris Lawley, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell,         
Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce,  Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Hazel Rodgers, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret   
Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, 
Sandy Walkington, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sarah Webb, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 

PARISH OFFICE 
The office is CLOSED to personal callers.  Please email 
on beckenham@rcaos.org.uk or telephone 020 8650 0970.  
You can also drop a note through our door and we will get 
in touch with you. Please do not ring the office bell. 

GIFT AID BOXES 
Please contact the parish office if you have not yet been 

able to collect your gift aid envelopes 
beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 

To make your regular donations electronically please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   
Acc no: 14282887  

Readings for Thirtieth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time, Year A 

Exodus 20:20-26 
Psalm 17(18) 

1 Thessalonians 1:5-10 
Matthew 22:34-40 

COLLECTION  
 

Last week’s electronic collection came to £4161.52 
Thank you 

FRATELLI TUTTI 
 
Copies of Pope Francis’s encyclical on Fraternity & Social 
Friendship are now available to purchase.  If you would 
like one please email the office.  The price is £6.95 
 
A Kindle version is available through Amazon for £1.99 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


 
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 
Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP       
Email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
Website: www.saintedmunds.net 
020 8650 0970  Parish Office - CLOSED TO PERSONAL CALLERS 
 
Fr. Steve Wymer ~ Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck~ 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. David Atuanya CSSp ~ 020 8650 7533   
Deacon Sean Murphy ~ 020 3490 5693 - seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk  
Deacon Duncan Aitkins ~ 07957 861 404 - duncanaitkins@rcaos.org.uk 

 

11 October 2020 
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
020 8650 6313 

patdevine13@gmail.com 
Missionary Sisters of  

St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 

020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

‘Well, it’s all just got a bit too real 
Now the rest of the world knows how we feel’ 

These are the opening lines of a poem on        
lockdown and relates the experience of a resident 
of HMP Edinburgh.  It is one of many poems    
submitted after prisoners were invited to express 
their feelings through verse.  
 
Freedom, in the sense of the unrestrained enjoy-
ment of natural rights, is something we take for 
granted.  I wish of course the pandemic had never 
invaded our lives causing the pain, loss and      
disruption it has, but there are many valuable    
lessons we can learn from our experience.  One of 
these is how much we have taken for granted the 
freedom we’ve enjoyed in the past.  However,   
instead of feeling frustrated and depressed, we 
could use our time to consider and identify with 
men and women in our prisons who have had 
even further restrictions imposed on them.  Of 
course, these restrictions are necessary for their 
health and wellbeing.  Nonetheless the removal of 
the freedom to practise their faith and see their 
loved ones during family visits, has been very hard 
to take.  Imagine everyday only being allowed to 
shower, briefly exercise and make a single phone 
call.  
 
One prisoner wrote the following poem, 
Lying awake in the dark my thoughts are of my 
children and the wife  
And now there’s no visits or bonding –    
absolutely nothing at all. 
 
All I can give them is a little jail phone call… 
‘Daddy I drew you a picture and can we sing 
you a song?’ 
Obviously, I say yes and was overjoyed to sing 
along. 
These are all the things that pick me up when I 
feel I could fall… 
I don’t know what I’d do without a little jail 
phone call. 
 
I’m starting to realise the wife is struggling just 
to try and cope. 

I need to support her emotionally and mentally, 
I cannot drop the ball… 
This is what I give my wife with a little jail 
phone call. 

 
 As I write I am conscious of people of varying   
circumstances throughout the world who feel cut 
off and isolated due to the pandemic restrictions 
and I’m not simply referring to the elderly, the sick 
and the housebound although they come readily to 
mind.  Hopefully, we will all listen to the              
experience of other people and develop an       
empathy and understanding that perhaps wasn’t 
there before. Sometimes this can come from a 
person who truly knows the pain of long separa-
tion and isolation. A former prisoner expresses it 
very poignantly, 
 
“There are many things we take for granted 
and it is only when we lose it, we realise the 
value it had.  Due to Covid19 a lot of people are 
experiencing the loss of work and, at the same 
time, the loss of liberty. These two factors are 
bad enough but combined they risk diminish-
ing the self-worth of the individuals concerned. 
A lot of people relate to where I have been. In 
the same way I can now relate to their fears 
and insecurity.” 
 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
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 FACE MASKS AT MASS 
We expect everyone who attends Mass in the church 

to wear a mask.   
If you cannot do this we ask that 

you do not come to Mass. 

We are trying so hard to look after our parishioners  
and do not want to jeopardise their safety. 

 
Thank you for your understanding. 

 

CATECHISM GROUP 
St Edmund's Catechism Group regrets that we will not 
be  taking any new registrations  this year.  We are still 
only halfway through the 2019-2020 year, with the 
Sacraments having been postponed until 2021. We 
hope and pray that we will be back to normal in      
September 2021  and ask any families to email:  

stedscatechismgroup@gmail.com to register interest.   

 
 
 
 
Cafod's Family Fast Day was on Friday 9th October 
Money raised will help people facing the worst of the 
coronavirus crisis. We've all felt the impact of this   
terrible disease - let's come together to help the   
poorest and most vulnerable people in the world to 
survive, rebuild and heal.  
Please pray for those affected and donate online at 
cafod.org.uk/Give, where you can also learn more 
about Cafod's work.  
You can also donate by sending a cheque to CAFOD, 
Romero House,55 Westminster Bridge Road, London 
SE1 7JB.          Thank you 
 

ST EDMUNDS CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL 2020 
Thank you to everyone who has already taken or down-
loaded a leaflet and is filling a box.  Filled shoeboxes can 
be dropped at 20 Reddons Road anytime until Novem-
ber 1st or brought with you to weekend masses on 
31st October and 1st November when we will be collect-
ing boxes before masses. 
If you would like to fill a box but don’t already have a 
leaflet, you can download one here https://
blythswood.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2020-SBA-
checklist.pdf 
If you have any questions, please call Susie or Lucienne 
– 07956 574789 / 07884 184534. 

REGISTRATION FOR SACRAMENTAL CLASSES 
FOR CHILDREN AT ST MARY’S SCHOOL 
If your child is in Y3 at St Mary’s School and you    
attend St Edmund’s Church, you will need to register 
them for Sacramental classes which are scheduled to 
start in January 2020. Full details for registration will 
follow shortly. 
Only St Edmund’s parishioners are eligible for 
these classes. If your child is at St Mary’s but you 
attend another parish, you are obliged to register your 
child for classes at that parish.  
The number of children eligible to enrol is high.     
Children who are not enrolled by the deadline will 
not be admitted to the class. 

LEPRA 
Today, 600 people will be diagnosed with leprosy. 
Leprosy is completely curable if treated early. Lepra 
works directly with communities in Bangladesh, India, 
Zimbabwe and Mozambique to find, treat and         
rehabilitate people affected by leprosy. The COVID-19    
pandemic has devastated the world, steepening         
in-equality and injustice, and has made our work even 
more important.                               
Earlier this year parishioners offered generous support 
to Lepra through a second collection and as we      
approach Christmas we are asking for your support by 
buying charity Christmas cards online. To do so 
please follow either of the links below to purchase 
Christmas cards or to send E-cards in support of 
Lepra.  
We at Lepra and our beneficiaries thank you for your 
support. Together we will beat leprosy.  

Cards for Good Causes:   

https://www.cardsforcharity.co.uk/our-charities/
lepra.html  

E-Cards:https://www.dontsendmeacard.com/
ecard/bDhs 

WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL CHOIR SCHOOL 
Do you have a son who loves to sing.  If so please 

take a look at the Choir School website 
www.choirschool.com or call the  

Director of Admissions, Miss Lucy Auger-  
Tel 020 7798 9081 or email lauger@choirschool.com  

  

 
 
 
 
 
Pact is a national charity which supports people affect-
ed by imprisonment. It provides practical and emotion-
al support to prisoners’ children and families, and to 
prisoners themselves. This Sunday is a day of prayer 
for prisoners and their dependants.  We would usually 
have a second collection for this Catholic charity 
whose  Vice President is Archbishop John Wilson so 
we urge you to visit their website to donate what you 
can to enable their work to continue. Visit:              
prisonsweek.org or send a donation to                
Pact, The Employment Academy, 29 Peckham Road, 
SE5 8UA                                             

FRATELLI TUTTI 
As many of you know the Holy Father published a 
new encyclical last weekend on 'Fraternity and Social 
Friendship' - some initial reactions have been posted 
on the parish Facebook page and we will be exploring 
it in detail in the next few months. If you wish us to 
order a copy for you please email the Parish Office, 
and you can also download it at http://www.vatican.va/
content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-
francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html 

PAT McAVOY RIP 
Many of you knew Pat who died a few weeks ago.  
Under current restrictions only those invited can attend 
her funeral, but you can watch it through the 
livestream: her Requiem Mass will be at 11.30 am this 
Thursday and her body is being received into church 
at 4.30 pm on Wednesday. 

mailto:stedscatechismgroup@gmail.com
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MASSES THIS WEEK  
All Masses are live streamed 

 
Sunday 11 October  Twenty-eighth Sunday   

    Day of Prayer for Prisoners & their 

    Dependants 

  9.30 am   Anna & Tom Knell RIP 

    George Campbell RIP 

  5.30 pm   Ursula Corrales RIP 

 

Monday 12 October  Feria (St Wilfrid) 

10.00 am   Ian Scott 

  6.00 pm   Mervyn O’Gorman RIP 

 
Tuesday 13 October St Edward the Confessor, King 

10.00 am   Margaret & Thomas Keane 

  6.00 pm   The Ferrando family 

 
Wednesday 14 October Feria (St Callistus 1) 
10.00 am   Int of Fr Stephen Wymer 
  6.00 pm   Paula Marbach RIP 

  

Thursday 15 October St Teresa of Jesus (of  Avila) 
10.00 am   Monica Grima RIP   
  6.00 pm   Pat McAvoy RIP 
 
Friday 16 October  Feria (St Hedwig)  
10.00 am   Anne House (b’day) 
 6.00 pm   Crescenzo & Delisa Panetta RIP 
 
Saturday 17 October St Ignatius of Antioch 
10.00 am   Anne House (b’day) 
  5 - 5.45 pm   Lady Chapel Confession 
  6.00 pm    Clara Mayungbe (b’day)  

 
Sunday 18 October  Twenty-ninth Sunday   

    World Mission Day ~ Day of Prayer 

    for the evangelization of the world 

  9.30 am   Int of the Banfield family 

    For all persecuted born & unborn  

    children 

  5.30 pm   William McShane RIP 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam each  

weekday from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

 

Some Mass intentions have had to be moved 

from their booked date as we are celebrating  

fewer Masses at the moment.  The  intention will 

be given to another Mass as close as possible to 

the date originally given. 

 

 
We pray for those who have died recently:  Trevor Scott, David Faulkner,  Pat McAvoy, Magbole Ibrahimi,  Esther Bridget Lashmar, 
Joan Czyrka, Maria Jasiewicz, Annie Sparman, Evodina Dias, Hazel Rodgers, Evelina Rettie, Michael Johnston. 
 
 
 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Kathleen Blackham, Anne Hughes, John Sylvester, William Fitzgerald, John 
Wallis, Peter Fagan Sr, Peter Fagan, Geoffrey Burnham, James McGilloway, Patrick Cummins, Istvan Mod, Fr Paul Weir, Billy Cannon, 
Eileen McGrath, Paula Marbach, Sheelagh & Ronald Lane, Betty Banfield, Christopher Gunapala, Dave Webb.  
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, Kevin Curtis, Sorcha 
Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil Dutton, Suzanne 
Eilbeck, Emma-Jane, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans 
Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Mary Hisee, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary 
Jackson, Mim Jennings, Bob Jones, Petrer Anthony Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Kevin Kurtis, Andrew 
Kuzan, Pierre Lane, Chris Lawley, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell,         
Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce,  Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Hazel Rodgers, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret   
Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, 
Sandy Walkington, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy  Walters, Patricia Weal, Sarah Webb, Sue Wingfield and Charlie 
Wynn. 

PARISH OFFICE 
The office is CLOSED to personal callers.  Please email 
on beckenham@rcaos.org.uk or telephone 020 8650 0970.  
You can also drop a note through our door and we will get 
in touch with you. Please do not ring the office bell. 

GIFT AID BOXES 
Boxes are in the church porch in alphabetical order plus  

special sets for those who give by standing order.  Please 
collect your box as you go into the church.  If you are not 

currently attending Mass and wish to have 
 your envelopes sent to you please send an email to the 

office. 

To make your regular donations electronically please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   
Acc no: 14282887  

Readings for Twenty-ninth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time, Year A 

Isaiah 45:1, 4-6 
Psalm 95 

1 Thess 1:1-5 
Matt 22:15-21 

SUNDAY 11 OCTOBER AT 10 AM 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

https://www.bigmarker.com/cafod/Children-s-liturgy-
Sunday-11-October 

Join CAFOD on Sunday for a virtual Children's Liturgy of 
the Word, when they will be sharing a Bible reading, song, 

reflection and prayer.  

WELCOME FR DAVID ATUANYA 
 
We are delighted that Fr David has joined us at  
St Edmunds.  Do please say hello when you see him. 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/
https://rcsouthwark.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a40ab1a35eac7236d856fe882&id=fd6c349c19&e=50eca7f4ec
https://rcsouthwark.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a40ab1a35eac7236d856fe882&id=fd6c349c19&e=50eca7f4ec


 
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 

Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP       
Email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
Website: www.saintedmunds.net 
020 8650 0970  Parish Office - CLOSED TO PERSONAL CALLERS 
 
Fr. Steve Wymer - Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck - 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
 
Deacon Sean Murphy - 020 3490 5693 - seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk  
Deacon Duncan Aitkins - 07957 861 404 - duncanaitkins@rcaos.org.uk 

 

4 October 2020 
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
020 8650 6313 

patdevine13@gmail.com 
Missionary Sisters of  

St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 

020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

THE EARTH IS THE LORD’S 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Christian tradition has never recognised the right to     
private property as absolute and untouchable: “On the 
contrary, it has always understood this right within the 
broader context of the right common to all to use the 
goods of the whole of creation: the right to private    
property is subordinated to the right to common use, to 
the fact that goods are meant for everyone.” 
These words are a quotation from the Compendium of the 
Social Doctrine of the Church and one of the earliest encyc-
lical letters of St John Paul II, from 1981, the one he wrote 
about the world of work with the Latin title Laborem       
Exercens. They are worth recalling because this weekend, 
which contains the feast day of St Francis of Assisi, sees the 
conclusion of the new Season of Creation, instituted recently 
by Pope Francis (alongside other Christian leaders) which 
began on 1 September. The Holy Father has repeatedly    
reminded us that the current Covid-19 crisis demands a       
response in terms of how we look at our care for this planet 
and the created order. The way we’re damaging the environ-
ment is linked to this pandemic and the ways in which it has 
spread. 
How we respond also needs proper control and regulation 
over and against often exaggerated and flawed notions of 
human freedom; it will also need qualifications to people’s 
obsessive attachment to private property. The deaths and 
sufferings of the last few months should have enabled people 
to focus more on the common good, on the welfare and   
safety of the whole of society: it should have enabled us to 
become a little less selfish. When we look at the beautiful 
and wonderful world in which we live – and perhaps by   
being able to have some walks we have been able to appreci-
ate this more (and some of us have not done this enough) – 
we can gain a new perspective. But perhaps you have come 

across a sign saying ‘Trespassers will be prosecuted’. 
Of course, just as devotion to St Francis can sometimes be 
rather sentimental and cloying, so if we’re not careful we can 
be sentimental about the created world as well. And yet   
issues to do with how we treat the earth are usually marked 
by conflict: and one of these is the right to walk and roam. 
This should be an important issue for us in this parish as we 
have a parish walking group; there is also a national Catholic 
Ramblers group, named after Pope Pius XI, Achille Ratti.  
The issue is also topical because the illustrator and cartoonist 
Nick Hayes has just brought out a striking book entitled The 
Book of Trespass: Crossing the Lines that Divide Us 
(Bloomsbury, £20). Hayes looks challengingly at the whole 
history of land ownership in this country, since so much of it 
was parcelled out among William the Conqueror’s nobles a 
thousand years ago; he looks also at land enclosures, the 
contrived and fictitious concept of trespassing and the      
violence and nastiness of rural blood sports. His narrative 
follows his various attempts to challenge the current system 
and the book contains his own illustrations of some of the 
places he describes. At the heart of the book’s narrative is a 
challenge to conventional ideas of ownership and a strong 
assertion of the right of people to roam, to walk, in the  
countryside. An important event in the battle for this was the 
‘Kinder Trespass’ in the northern Peak District in Derbyshire 
in 1932, shown here. 
 
In the Bible and the Christian world view, the earth, the land 
on the earth, belongs first and foremost to God. We are given 
it as stewards, to care for it properly, to treat it responsibly 
and with respect – this is what Pope Francis teaches us in his 
2015 letter about the care for creation, Laudato Si’. Through-
out history the rich, those who claim ownership of the land 
(often in absolute terms) have repeatedly tried to exclude 
others from enjoying this land, often with violence. Such 
claims of absolute ownership of land are viewed with reserve 
and suspicion in the biblical and Christian world view: as so 
often, what we are up against is greed and selfishness,     
contempt for the poor whom God loves. 
So give some thought this weekend, as we complete the   
season of creation, to issues of land use and roaming, draw-
ing on the teachings of Pope St John Paul II – perhaps our 
parish walking group will undertake a ‘trespass’; and you 
might want to buy Nick Hayes’ book. 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
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CENTENARY MASS 

A virtual celebration to mark 
the start of the centenary 
year of the Apostleship of 
the Sea offering support to seafarers, fishers and 
their families. 

Sunday October 4 

3.00 pm  

www.stellamaris.org.uk/centenarymass 

Mass led by Archbishop Philip Tartaglio of Glasgow 

BAPTISMS DURING SEPTEMBER 
During September we were delighted to baptise 

babies and young children of these families.  
 

Elizabeth Chizitaram Asomugha 
Una Kate Mahoney 

Patrick James Arthur McKane 
Grace Alice Margaret Ringer 

Caroline Cheyenne Sophia Lee-Walsh 
Paddy William Dowling-Long 

Conor Michael Shute 

Hallie Louise Weeks 
Chloe Bazzo Katz 
Max John Nash 

Evelyn Betty Omawera Mukoro 

SHOEBOXES FOR CHILDREN 
Did you read the file attachment that accompanied last 
week’s newsletter?  If you didn’t, please go back and 
read it and if you can start putting together a Christmas 
shoebox to bring some seasonal cheer to a young   
person in real need. 

BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS 
HSBC Sports Club, Lennard Road, Beckenham 
October 14 and 28 between 1.30 pm - 8.00 pm 

To book an appointment: 
visit blood.co.uk 

Download the app NHSGIVEBLOOD 
Phone on 0300 123 23 23  

 FACE MASKS AT MASS 
We expect everyone who attends Mass in the church 
to wear a mask.  If you cannot do this we ask that you 
do not come to Mass. 
We are trying so hard to look after our parishioners  
and do not want to jeopardise their safety. 

Weather permitting there should be a table on the 
forecourt after 9.30 am Mass selling items from the 
Church Shop. 
Mary is very happy to take emails for Christmas    
orders so if there is anything you would like,      
Christmas cards, Advent calendars and candles.   
Nativity cribs, crucifixes and crosses, please get in 
touch with her at mdstarhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

300 Club 

Congratulations to our prize winners for  
September 

No 259   Mrs Mary Loftus   £150 
No 189   Mr Peter Wiseman   £100 

 

CAFOD AND MISSIO—WHAT HAVE THEY BEEN 
DOING DURING THE PANDEMIC? 

Senior members of these organisations will discuss 
the challenges posed by the pandemic and how their 
charities have responded creatively and are keeping 
hope alive. Join them for the webinar on: 

Tuesday 6 October from 4-5.00 pm for  
Covid-19 pandemic and the global response of the 

Catholic family  
Click here to register online 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
At 7 Village Way 

Thank you to everyone who baked, attended and ate 
cake.  Special thanks to our helpers Anne, Joanne 

and Sheila.  We have raised £422.45 for such a  
worthy cause.  Well done all. 

      Angelique 

CATECHISM GROUP 

St Edmund's Catechism Group regrets that we will not 
be  taking any new registrations  this year.  We are still 
only halfway through the 2019-2020 year, with the 
Sacraments having been postponed until 2021. We 
hope and pray that we will be back to normal  in Sep-
tember 2021  and ask any families to email:  

stedscatechismgroup@gmail.com to register interest.   

COLLECTION FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS AND  
REFUGEES IN LONDON 

This community relies entirely on donations to feed the 
many men it shelters.  We have missed several of our 
regular collections and we don’t know how long this will 
continue, so please consider making a financial dona-
tion instead via their website: 
https://www.londoncatholicworker.org/  
 
 

If you order your shopping online for home delivery, 
you may wish through whatever system you use to ar-
range for a delivery of food to the community. If so, the 
address is Guiseppi Conlon House, 49 Mattison Road, 
London N4 1BG. Fresh vegetables would be particular-
ly welcome.  

 
 
 
 
 
This week we are marking Cafod's Family Fast Day on 
9th October to help people facing the worst of the 
coronavirus crisis. We've all felt the impact of this   
terrible disease - let's come together to help the   
poorest and most vulnerable people in the world to 
survive, rebuild and heal.  
Please pray for those affected and donate online at 
cafod.org.uk/Give, where you can also learn more 
about Cafod's work.  
You can also donate by sending a cheque to CAFOD, 
Romero House,55 Westminster Bridge Road, London 
SE1 7JB.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj6k5Kj5crNAhXkKsAKHbCgBHQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fomurtlak9.bloguez.com%2Fomurtlak9%2F635645%2Fbaptism-candle&psig=AFQjCNHAZIv4cmti0M52CgbAvJ82XCUyaw&ust=1467205
https://www.bigmarker.com/cafod/missio
mailto:stedscatechismgroup@gmail.com
https://www.londoncatholicworker.org/


  

MASSES THIS WEEK  
All Masses are live streamed 

 
Sunday 4 October  Twenty-seventh Sunday   

    Rosary Sunday 

  9.30 am   Caroline Pearson RIP 

    Richard Graves RIP 

  5.30 pm   Edward Piatek RIP 

 

Monday 5 October  Feria  

10.00 am   Thanksgiving—Rosemary Ekong 

  6.00 pm   Edith Ransford RIP 

 
Tuesday 6 October  Feria (St Bruno)  

10.00 am   Wellbeing of Patricia Coyne 

  6.00 pm   Brendan Lawlor RIP 

 
Wednesday 7 October Our Lady of the Rosary 
10.00 am   Benefactors & Promoters of the  
    Claver Sisters 
  6.00 pm   Anthony Leonard RIP 

 

Thursday 8 October Feria  
10.00 am   Pat McAvoy RIP   
  6.00 pm   Adam Aniskiewicz RIP. 
 
Friday 9 October  St John Henry Newman  
10.00 am   Dec’d Benefactors & Promoters of  
    the Claver Sisters 
 6.00 pm   Ints of the O’Reilly family 
 
Saturday 10 October Feria (St Paulinus of York) 
10.00 am   John Murnane & family members  
    living & dec’d 
  5 - 5.45 pm   Lady Chapel Confession 
  6.00 pm    Bessie Boudville RIP  

 
Sunday 11 October  Twenty-eighth Sunday   

    Day of Prayer for Prisoners & their 

    Dependants 

  9.30 am   Anna & Tom Knell RIP 

    George Campbell RIP 

  5.30 pm   Ian Scott 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam each week-

day from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

 

Some Mass intentions have had to be moved 

from their booked date as we are celebrating  

fewer Masses at the moment.  The  intention will 

be given to another Mass as close as possible to 

the date originally given. 

 

 
We pray for those who have died recently:  Trevor Scott, David Faulkner, Darren McDaid, Pat McAvoy, Magbole Ibrahimi, Adam 
Aniskiewicz, Esther Bridget Lashmar and Joan Czyrka. 
 
 
 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Ramon Harvey, Edith Ransford, Winifred Tarr, Terry Dunn, Jenny  
Greenland, Brian Banks, Robert Simpson, George Cornish, George Campbell, Kitty Sharpe, Maureen Teresa Dowling,  
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, Kevin Curtis, Sorcha 
Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil Dutton, Suzanne 
Eilbeck, Emma-Jane, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans 
Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Mary Hisee, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary 
Jackson, Mim Jennings, Bob Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Kevin Kurtis, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Lane, 
Chris Lawley, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara 
Moyce,  Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David 
Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Sandy Walkington, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy 
Waller, Jimmy  Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 

PARISH OFFICE 
The office is CLOSED to personal callers.  Please email 
on beckenham@rcaos.org.uk or telephone 020 8650 0970.  
You can also drop a note through our door and we will get 
in touch with you. Please do not ring the office bell. 

GIFT AID BOXES 
Boxes are in the church porch in alphabetical order plus  

special sets for those who give by standing order.  Please 
collect your box as you go into the church.  If you are not 

currently attending Mass and wish to have your envelopes 
sent to you please send an email to the office. 

beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 

To make your regular donations electronically please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   
Acc no: 14282887  

Readings for Twenty-eighth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time, Year A 

Isaiah 25:6-10 
Psalm 23:1-3, 3-4, 5, 6 

Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20 
Matthew 22:1-14 or 22:1-10 

 

The first icon of St John Henry Newman, written by Ian 
Knowles, late of St Edmund’s and commissioned by Leeds 
Cathedral. 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


 
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 

Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP       
Email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
Website: www.saintedmunds.net 
020 8650 0970  Parish Office - CLOSED TO PERSONAL CALLERS 
 
Fr. Steve Wymer - Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck - 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
 
Deacon Sean Murphy - 020 3490 5693 - seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk  
Deacon Duncan Aitkins - 07957 861 404 - duncanaitkins@rcaos.org.uk 

 

27 September 2020 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
020 8650 6313 

patdevine13@gmail.com 
Missionary Sisters of  

St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 

020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

ANGELS 

Late September and early October is a time when 
we are reminded by the Church of the importance 
and significance of angels. On 29 September we 
celebrate the Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel and 
Raphael, Archangels, and on 2

nd
 October we do 

the same for the memorial of The Holy Guardian 
Angels. 
 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that 
‘the whole life of the Church benefits from the 
mysterious and powerful help of angels’.  I’m sure 
you all remember the dramatic intervention of the 
angel of the Lord in Acts 5:19-21, when the prison 
gates were opened and Peter and the Apostles 
were led out to freedom by the angel who instruct-
ed them to stand in the Temple and tell the people 
all about the new life in Christ.  
   
When we consider the meaning of the names of 
the archangels, Michael (who is like God), Gabriel 
(strength of God) and Raphael (healing of God), it 
would be very worthwhile I think to ask them for 
strength and healing, and the grace to be more 
like Jesus Christ. 
 
THANK YOU 
A parishioner approached me last Friday to       
express her gratitude for opening up the church for 
Sunday and weekday Masses and for the 
livestreaming service too.  I often get thanked in 
this way and there’s no denying it’s nice to be    
appreciated.  Of course, it is very much a team  
effort.  None of what we do would be possible if it 
were not for the clergy team and the staff who run 
the parish office, the presbytery and the parish 
premises. May I also extend my thanks to the 
stewards, cleaners, altar servers and anyone else 
who has worked tirelessly behind the scenes to 
keep things running relatively smoothly and those 
who are ‘out there’ supporting the sick, house-
bound and the lonely in this time of pandemic    
restriction. Thanks also to the sterling work the 
SVP does in helping struggling families and in-
dividuals.  Happy feast day this Sunday! 

Above all I’m so very appreciative – as I’m sure we 
all are - of the prayers offered by so many for the 
well being of our parish family at this time.  We 
should never underestimate the power of prayer.  
Of course, as September becomes October, we 
are reminded of the influence of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and the recitation of the rosary. 
 
I wish very happy and Joyous feast days to any-
one who has the names Vincent, Wenceslaus, 
Lawrence, Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, Jerome or 
Therese as their feast days occur this week. 
Please don’t forget to pray for their intercession for 
your lives and the important decisions you have to 
make and directions you have to take.  
 
Finally I leave you with St Therese of the Child  
Jesus who in an epiphanic moment said, “I under-
stood, therefore, that the Church has a heart – and 
a heart on fire with love.  I saw, too, that love 

alone imparts life to all the members, so that 
should love ever fail, apostles would no longer 
preach the Gospel and martyrs would refuse to 
shed their blood.  Finally, I realised that love      
includes every vocation, that love is all things, that 
love is eternal, reaching down through the ages 
and stretching to the utmost limits of earth”.  

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com


Living Well - at Holy Trinity Church in Penge. 
 
This message was received from Living 
Well this week:  
 
‘Over the last six months we have all experienced 
very challenging times due to Coronavirus.      
Despite all the difficulties, we have been able to 
keep our food bank running 3 times a week, introduced home 
deliveries for those self-isolating and changed our Community 
Lunch to a take away meal. 
 
The demands of our services have increased with us having 
given out over 4000 food bags from the outbreak at the end 
of March to August 2020, a 57% increase on 2019. 

To meet these increases, we have also starting working with 
other independent food banks in Bromley to share food bank 
donations to ensure that people in need are supported through-
out the borough. 

We are expecting these demands to continue to increase with 

the impact of the end of the furlough scheme and people     

suffering unemployment and even homelessness. 

Make an online donation at:  
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/living-well-emergency-

covid-appeal 

Donations can be taken to Holy Trinity Church, Lennard 
Road on Tuesdays 11am - 1pm or Thursdays 12.30 - 
2pm.  

St Francis Xavier Catholic Sixth 
Form College, Balham, a success-
ful RC and Ofsted “Good” provider 
of full time education to 16–19 
year olds, is seeking foundation        
governors.  

Do you have skills and experience that would be useful 
to our governing body, responsible for preserving and 
developing the educational character and mission of 
the College; its solvency and assets and the achieve-
ments and safeguarding of its students?  This is a vol-
untary but demanding, interesting and professional role 
for a practising Catholic who has the time to attend and 
part-icipate in at least six evening meetings each year 
(full Board and minimum one sub-committee).  The         
governors are particularly, but not exclusively, seeking 
volunteers with experience/expertise in Human          
Resources management or accountancy/audit or skills 
as a prospective chair.  
 
If you are interested, or would like to know more, 
please contact Eleanor Lewis, Clerk to the Governors 
(020 8772 6062 – e.lewis@sfx.ac.uk).   

 
 
 
 
 

THE PASSAGE 
The Passage, the charity for the rough sleeping     
community in London, founded by the late Cardinal 
Basil Hume over 40 years ago, has had a challenge 
during September to get people on the move to raise 
funds for their work. 
Four parishioners, Andrea Hixon, Barbara Dilworth, 
Anne Earley and Bernadette Kirby have completed the 
challenge of walking 100km. The challenge finishes 
this Sunday so there is still time for some of you to join 
in.  Further information can be found at : 
https://passage.org.uk/move and donations can also 
be made here. 

SHOEBOXES FOR CHILDREN 
Please read the separate document that you received 
with this email for news about this year’s shoebox    
collection.  They are needed more than ever. 

BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS 
HSBC Sports Club, Lennard Road, Beckenham 

October 2, 14 and 28 between 1.30 pm - 8.00 pm 
To book an appointment: 

Visit blood.co.uk 
Download the app NHSGIVEBLOOD 

Phone on 0300 123 23 23  

We expect everyone who attends Mass in the church 
to wear a mask.  If you cannot do this we ask that you 
do not come to Mass. 
We are trying so hard to look after our parishioners  
and do not want to jeopardise their safety. 

PARKING ON THE PRESBYTERY FORECOURT 
This week we had to interrupt our morning Mass to 

request that a driver remove their car which was 
blocking in a workman who had been finished a job in 

the presbytery. 
No-one is allowed to park on the drive without 

permission.  Please follow the rules.  Do you want to 
be the person who prevents a priest being able to 
anoint a dying parishioner?  Our priests need to be 

able to use their cars at a moment’s notice - day  
or night. 

A special ‘thank you’ to our stewards who this week 
were called upon to be on duty for four extra services  
as we received a body into the church to rest        
overnight and conducted three Requiem Masses for 
our parishioners. 
We are so grateful to you for your generous help. 

The church shop was due to pop-up again this    
weekend after the 9.30 am Mass, but with the   
weather forecast  predicting wind and rain this has 
been postponed for a couple of weeks. 
Mary is very happy to take emails for Christmas    
orders so if there is anything you would like,      
Christmas cards, Advent calendars and candles.   
Nativity cribs, crucifixes and crosses, please get in 
touch with her at mdstarhouse@yahoo.co.uk 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/living-well-emergency-covid-appeal
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/living-well-emergency-covid-appeal
mailto:e.lewis@sfx.ac.uk
https://passage.org.uk/move


  

MASSES THIS WEEK  
All Masses are live streamed 

 
Sunday 27 September Twenty-sixth Sunday   

  9.30 am   Anna & Tom Knell RIP 

    Henry & Eileen Ghent RIP 

  5.30 pm   For the people 

 

Monday 28 September Feria (St Wenceslaus) 

10.00 am   Dec’d members of Dias & Pinto  

    families 

  6.00 pm   Sarah Battle RIP 

 
Tuesday 29 September Saints Michael, Gabriel & Raphael  

10.00 am   Ralph Colling RIP 

  6.00 pm   Dennis family & their lost babies 

 
Wednesday 30 Sept  St Jerome 
10.00 am   Trevor Scott RIP 
  6.00 pm   Peter May RIP 

 

Thursday 1 October St Therese of the Child Jesus  
10.00 am   Hazel Willis   
  6.00 pm   Leah Clent RIP & Dick Clent on their 
    60th anniv. 
 
Friday 2 October  The Holy Guardian Angels  
10.00 am   Laury Pensa & Olga Chalker  
  6.00 pm   Darren McDaid RIP 
 
Saturday 3 October  Feria (Our Lady) 
10.00 am   Jeanne & Pierre Champetier RIP & 
    Nancy & Stephen Dennis RIP 
  5 - 5.45 pm   Lady Chapel Confession 
  6.00 pm    Pat McAvoy RIP  

 
Sunday 4 October  Twenty-seventhSunday   

    Rosary Sunday 

  9.30 am   Caroline Pearson RIP 

    Richard Graves RIP 

  5.30 pm   Edward Piatek RIP 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam each day 

from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

 

Some Mass intentions have had to be moved 

from their booked date as we are celebrating  

fewer Masses at the moment.  The  intention will 

be given to another Mass as close as possible to 

the date originally given. 

 

 COLLECTION  
Last week’s online collection came to £2692.56 

Thank you 

 
We pray for those who have died recently:  Anne Byrne, Eugene Murphy, Trevor Scott, David Faulkner, Darren McDaid, Pat McAvoy 
and Magbole Ibrahimi. 
 
 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week: Tom Knell, Nick Gowing, Marie-Louise Hylton, Christopher Tolhurst, 
Vaughan Harris, Ellie Dirks, John Heneghan, Veronica Dagger, Timothy Sullivan, Bridget Byrne. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, Kevin Curtis, Sorcha 
Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil Dutton, Suzanne 
Eilbeck, Emma-Jane, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans 
Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Mary Hisee, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary 
Jackson, Mim Jennings, Bob Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Kevin Kurtis, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Lane, 
Chris Lawley, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara 
Moyce,  Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David 
Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy  
Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 

PARISH OFFICE 
The office is CLOSED to personal callers.  Please email 
on beckenham@rcaos.org.uk or telephone 020 8650 0970.  
You can also drop a note through our door and we will get 
in touch with you. Please do not ring the office bell. 

READINGS FOR 27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 

Psalms 80:9, 12,  
Second Reading: Philippians 4:6-9 

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-43 

GIFT AID BOXES 
Boxes are in the church porch in alphabetical order plus  

special sets for those who give by standing order.  Please 
collect your box as you go into the church.  If you are not 

currently attending Mass and wish to have your envelopes 
sent to you please send an email to the office. 

beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 

To make your regular donations electronically please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   
Acc no: 14282887  

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


 
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 
Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP       
Email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
Website: www.saintedmunds.net 
020 8650 0970  Parish Office - CLOSED TO PERSONAL CALLERS 
 
Fr. Steve Wymer - Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck - 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
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20 September 2020 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
020 8650 6313 

patdevine13@gmail.com 
Missionary Sisters of  

St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 

020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND INTERNATIONAL LAW 

ONE OF THE SOBERING THINGS about trying to teach 
Moral Theology in almost any context, including a parish, is 
the realisation that a lot of Catholics think that the Church 
should only be concerned about issues such as sex, the    
family or some aspects of the sanctity of life. If you say that 
our moral teaching extends to every aspect of day to day life 
and the life of the world, the eyes glaze over. The suggestion 
that the Catholic life is about the whole of our lives is rather 
daunting and threatening to many. 
 
I suspect that in the current political climate if you claim that 
the Church has something to say about international law you 
get the same bewildered or even angry response from some 
Catholics, let alone others. This makes it even more urgent 
that we should remind ourselves of this part of our teaching. 
As Christians we do not see the basic concept of ‘law’ as 
something oppressive or constricting: we see the ‘moral law’ 
as something liberating, and indeed given to us by God. In 
the Old Testament, for example, the Ten Commandments 
and the rest of Torah are seen as a sign of God’s favour   
towards his chosen people. The way the people are expected 
to live according to what God reveals to them is something 
which sets them apart from others. Of course laws can be 
oppressive, if they infringe human dignity or are imposed 
without democratic mandate, but human societies have    
always needed laws and regulations, to guard against sin.  
 
This applies not simply to individual people, but to whole 
societies. The moral law is wide-ranging, and it applies both 
to how societies should be ordered and to relationships    
between countries: there’s no such thing as the ‘law of the   
jungle’; we’re not created by God, in his image, to live like 
that. Someone who understands this very well is Pope  
Emeritus Benedict XVI, who came to this country ten years 
ago this week: here he is depicted greeting hundreds of    
pupils from Catholic schools on the running track of St 
Mary’s University. A year before he came here he wrote his 
last full encyclical, Caritas in Veritate (‘Love in Truth’) 
which addresses the world financial crisis in the years after 
2008 and also marked the fortieth anniversary of the first 
papal letter about world development issues in the 1960s. 
 
When a person signs an agreement, or when a country signs 
a treaty, you voluntarily create a binding obligation, a      
restriction on your freedom to do whatever you like. An    
international treaty therefore has both moral and legal force, 
in the interests of both parties who sign, their Common 
Good. In his 2009 letter Pope Benedict not only recognised 
the importance of this but called for more international 

agreements with binding force; here he is writing about the 
need to have international laws with real ‘teeth’ to regulate 
both the financial system and avert environmental damage: 
‘One also senses the urgent need to find innovative ways 
of implementing the principle of the responsibility to      
protect and of giving poorer nations an effective voice in 
shared decision-making. This seems necessary in order to 
arrive at a political, juridical and economic order which 
can increase and give direction to international               
co-operation for the development of all peoples in         
solidarity. To manage the global economy; to revive 
economies hit by the crisis; to avoid any deterioration of 
the present crisis and the greater imbalances that would 
result; to bring about integral and timely disarmament, 
food security and peace; to guarantee the protection of 
the environment and to regulate migration: for all this, 
there is urgent need of a true world political authority, as 
my pre-decessor Blessed John XXIII indicated some 
years ago. Such an authority would need to be regulated 
by law, to observe consistently the principles of            
subsidiarity and solidarity, to seek to establish the      
common good, and to make a commitment to securing 
authentic integral human development inspired by the 
values of charity in truth. Furthermore, such an          
authority would need to be universally recognized and to 
be vested with the effective power to ensure security for 
all, regard for justice, and respect for rights’ (section 67) 
 
It's all about selfishness really: countries which break       
international treaties are a bit like people who refuse to wear 
masks or socially distance.  

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com


  

Since we were able to re-open the church for Mass, we have shut the doors 5 minutes before Mass begins 
(or when the capacity of the church has been  reached). This is to make sure we have everyone sanitized 
and seated in the appropriate spaces and to allow our dedicated team of stewards time to have a few 
minutes to prepare themselves for Mass.  
 
PLEASE do not knock on the church doors or ring the office bell to ask to be let in to the church if you    
arrive after the doors are closed. We are unable to let you in.  

 
 
 
 
 
Stress in Your Marriage? – This has been a very   
difficult year for many couples. Retrouvaille is a     
program for married couples who feel bored,                
dis-illusioned, frustrated, or angry in their marriage. 
Some experience coldness. Others experience conflict. 
Most don’t know how to change the situation or even 
communicate with their spouse about it.  
This programme has helped 6,000 couples who were 
experiencing difficulties in their marriage in the past year 
alone. There is no group therapy or group work. 
For confidential information about ‘Retrouvaille’ or to  
register for the next programme commencing with a   
Virtual weekend on 12th -15th  Nov 2020,  

       call or text   0788 729 6983 or 0797 338 0443 -  
              or email retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com 
                    or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk  

CATHOLIC SCHOOL ADMISSIONS 
Some of you are applying to Catholic secondary schools 

for your children, and the current situation has made 
changes to our procedures.  As part of the procedure you 
should be able to download a Supplementary Information 
Form (SIF) from the school’s website – please do so and 
email it to Father Ashley, who will then complete it and 
return it to you for uploading to the school site. Unless 

there are problems it shouldn’t be necessary to arrange a 
meeting and please deal direct with Father Ashley, 

not the parish office.  Normally the process of applying 
to St Mary’s and other primary schools begins slightly 
later than for secondary schools so please wait before 

beginning a similar process so that secondary  
applications can be dealt with first. 

SUNDAY MASS 9.30 
Thank you to those who changed from attending the 9.30 
am Mass on Sunday to another Mass. We were able to 
accommodate all who came in the church and the hall. 
Remember that the obligation to attend mass on a Sunday 
has ceased for the time being but we would encourage 
those who can to attend during the week.  There is always 
plenty of space at the 6.00 pm Mass.  

FOLK CHOIR’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
The Folk Choir, which until recent events  
intervened, sang regularly at 5.30 Mass, 
should be celebrating our fiftieth anniversary 
on Sunday 27th September. Sadly, the     
government rules will prevent us from doing 
so.  We will try to celebrate this achievement when      
circumstances allow. 
In the meantime we continue to provide one song per 
week for the 5.30 Mass, from a mix of old and new      
recordings. (The rules do not permit more than one song 
to be played, so as not to prolong the service).    

POP UP CHURCH SHOP 
We are grateful to Mary Samuel who once again will 
have a table on the forecourt after 9.30 Mass this     
Sunday so parishioners can purchase items from the 
church shop and place orders for Christmas.  Please 
bring cash to pay. 

Patricia Weal, who celebrated a rather special birthday in 
August would like to thank friends for the cards and gifts 
and flowers that she received. One particularly beautiful 
bouquet arrived without a gift card so she cannot thank 
the giver personally.  

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
7 Village Way 
25 September  

No 7 Village Way will donate 30% of its tea & coffee  
takings to Macmillan Cancer Care. 

 
If anyone would like to donate some cakes please see 
Angelique at the café or call her on 020 8658 7757 or 

0795 619 1873 

CATECHISM GROUP 
St Edmund's Catechism Group regrets that we will not 
be  taking any new registrations  this year.  We are still 
only halfway through the 2019-2020 year, with the       
Sacraments having been postponed until 2021. We hope 
and pray that we will be back to normal  in September 
2021  and ask any families to email:  

stedscatechismgroup@gmail.com to register interest   

 
Living Well - at Holy Trinity Church on 
Lennard Road in Penge  
 
Make an online donation at:  
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/living-well-
emergency-covid-appeal 
 
Donating food and other essential items.  
Donations can be brought along to Holy 
Trinity Church on Tuesdays 11am - 1pm 
or Thursdays 12.30 - 2pm.  We also have 
drop off boxes in Sainsbury's Penge and     
Waitrose Bromley South. 

 
 

mailto:retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com
http://www.retrouvaille.org.uk
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MASSES THIS WEEK  
All Masses are live streamed 

 
Sunday 20 September Twenty-fifth Sunday   

  9.30 am   The Davies Family 

    Ann Zacaroli 

  5.30 pm   Paul Stephens RIP (anniv) 

 

Monday 21 September St Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 

10.00 am   Tina Loughney RIP 

  6.00 pm   Albert Currie RIP 

 
Tuesday 22 September Feria 

10.00 am   Fr Emmanuel Jesuthasam RIP 

  6.00 pm   Dorothy Kufeji (b’day ints) 

 
Wednesday 23 Sept  St Pius of Pietrelcina—Padre Pio 
10.00 am   Thanksgiving Ekong & Edet families 
  6.00 pm   Lily Beavis & Tony Colonnese RIP 

 
Thursday 24 September Our Lady of Walsingham 
10.00 am   Tom Knell RIP   
  6.00 pm   Peter May RIP 
 
Friday 25 September Feria  
10.00 am   Augustine Matthew RIP 
  6.00 pm   David Faulkner RIP 
 
Saturday 26 September Saints Cosmas & Damian 
10.00 am   Canon Jack & Michael Madden RIP 
  5 - 5.45 pm   Lady Chapel Confession 
  6.00 pm    Jeanne & Pierre Champetier RIP & 

    Nancy & Stephen Dennis RIP  

 
Sunday 27 September Twenty-sixth Sunday   
  9.30 am   Anna & Tom Knell RIP 

    Henry & Eileen Ghent RIP 

  5.30 pm   For the people 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam each day 

from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

 

Some Mass intentions have had to be moved 

from their booked date as we are celebrating  

fewer Masses at the moment.  The  intention will 

be given to another Mass as close as possible to 

the date originally given. 

 

 COLLECTION  
Last week’s online collection came to £2474.10 

Thank you 

 
We pray for those who have died recently:  Andrew Callaghan, Harry Dalton, Emma Panas,  Anne Byrne, Peter May, Eugene  
Murphy, Jane Green, Mary Smith, Trevor Scott and David Faulkner. 
 

 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week: Maria Okafor, John Stoneman, Marion Martin, Patricia English, Paul         
Stephens, Esther Smith, Ann Wood, Terence Harte, Thomas Harrigan, Patricia Deeley, Marian Hughes 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, Kevin Curtis,  Sorcha 
Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil Dutton, Suzanne 
Eilbeck, Emma-Jane, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans 
Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Mary Hisee, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary 
Jackson, Mim Jennings, Bob Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Kevin Kurtis, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Lane, 
Chris Lawley, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Pat McAvoy, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor   
Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Marco Oliveri,  Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Mary 
Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Vincent Silveira, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-
Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 

PARISH OFFICE 
The office is CLOSED to personal callers.  Please email 
on beckenham@rcaos.org.uk or telephone 020 8650 0970.  
You can also drop a note through our door and we will get 
in touch with you. 

Readings for Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, 
Year A 

Ezek 18:25-28 
Ps 24 

Phil 2:1-11 
Matt 21:28-32 

GIFT AID BOXES 
Boxes are in the church porch in alphabetical order plus  

special sets for those who give by standing order.  Please 
collect your box as you go into the church.  If you are not 

currently attending Mass and wish to have your envelopes 
sent to you please send an email to the office. 

beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 

To make your regular donations electronically please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   
Acc no: 14282887  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An image of Padre Pio whose feast day is on Wednesday 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


 
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 
Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP       
Email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
Website: www.saintedmunds.net 
020 8650 0970  Parish Office - CLOSED TO PERSONAL CALLERS 
 
Fr. Steve Wymer - Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck - 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
 
Deacon Sean Murphy - 020 3490 5693 - seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk  
Deacon Duncan Aitkins - 07957 861 404 - duncanaitkins@rcaos.org.uk 

 

13 September 2020 
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
020 8650 6313 

patdevine13@gmail.com 
Missionary Sisters of  

St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 

020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

FORGIVENESS IS HARD 

There is no getting away from the fact that forgiveness 
is hard and the bigger the hurt and injustice the harder 
it is to forgive. In this Sunday’s Gospel reading from St 
Matthew, St Peter asks Jesus, ‘How often must I      
forgive my brother if he wrongs me? As often as seven 
times? Peter probably thought that seven times was 
doable but may well have been disheartened at Jesus’ 
response, “Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven 
times”. While it’s important not to get into the numbers 
game, we need to be clear that we cannot put a limit on 
forgiveness and must always be open to it in the power 
of God’s grace. 
 
Last Thursday we heard a passage from St Luke’s 
Gospel (6:27-38) which opened with these challenging 
words from Jesus, “Love your enemies, do good to 
those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray 
for those who treat you badly. To the man who slaps 
you on the one cheek, present the other cheek too.” 
This kind of teaching would have been regarded by 
many as weak, unreasonable and even impossible to 
follow. One man who demonstrated it could be done 
was the Reverend David Wilkerson who, as a young 
skinny pastor in 1950’s America, felt called by God to 
preach  love and forgiveness in the heartland of a 
gangland ghetto. My apologies for repeating some of 
what I said at Thursday’s Mass but I feel it is an       
important message that more people hear, reflect on 
and put into practise. 
 
David Wilkerson’s first encounter with Nicky Cruz, a 
Puerta Rican gang leader, was far from encouraging 
and even, on the surface, an outright failure. Many 
years later Cruz recalled, how he slapped Wilkerson 
across the face, spat at him, vowed to kill him and send 
him to hell. But the pastor’s response was extraordi-
nary and totally unexpected: “You can kill me, cut me 
up into little pieces and throw me into the sidewalk but 
every piece will cry out, Jesus loves you”. Cruz had 
never been afraid of guns, knives or indeed any person 
but now for the first time in his life he felt scared       
because for the very first time he knew with certainty 
that he was in the presence of something or someone 
of infinitely greater power and presence than he had. 
Later, Cruz reflected that God had to have been truly 
with Wilkerson for him to have not only entered gang 
territory, but to have done it with such faith and       
conviction. 

It’s important to mention that Cruz’s conversion didn’t 
happen overnight. In those early days he described 
himself as ‘a mad dog wanting to kill this guy’. But the 
more hostility and resistance Cruz displayed the more 
Wilkerson relentlessly blessed him and told him that 
God was after him and Jesus Christ loved him. This 
went on for two weeks. It seemed that everywhere 
Cruz went, he came face to face with this annoying 
preacher who repeated the same message of love to 
him. At the end of the two weeks he caved in, giving 
his life to God and within a year he was attending Bible 
school. It was here that Cruz, met a Mexican student 
whom he later married and started a family. They are 
happily married today.  
 
Since his conversion Nicky Cruz with the support of his 
wife and family has preached all over the world about 
the love and mercy of God, how he was profoundly 
converted from being a ruthless and hard-hearted gang 
leader to a man of faith with a heart of flesh. If David 
Wilkerson hadn’t uncompromisingly loved his enemy 
and turned the other cheek, Nicky Cruz might have 
continued his life of violence and hatred, damaging and 
possibly destroying many lives including his own. He 
wouldn’t have met his wife and with her raised three 
children, and many thousands of people the world over 
would not have had the opportunity to hear his story 
and themselves encounter God’s personal love for 
them.                                                     
 
        Fr Steve 
      

There are several feast days this week.  Happy feast 
day to those who have John, Mary, Cornelius,       
Cyprian, Robert, Edith, Theodore, or Januarius as a 
Christian name, second name or indeed confirmation 
name. 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com


  

Since we were able to re-open the church for Mass, we have shut the doors 5 minutes before Mass begins 
(or when the capacity of the church has been  reached).  This is to make sure we have everyone sanitized 
and seated in the appropriate spaces and to allow our dedicated team of stewards time to have a few 
minutes to prepare themselves for Mass.  
 
PLEASE do not knock on the church doors or ring the office bell to ask to be let in to the church if you    
arrive after the doors are closed. We are unable to let you in.  

We cannot collect Missio boxes at 
the present but urge you to keep 
putting your change into them so 
when we are able to collect and 
count the money we will be able 
to send a bumper sum to Missio 
to help finance their work all over 
the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Living Well - at Holy Trinity Church on Lennard Road in 
Penge - provides regular help and support to people in 
need. To keep Living Well running smoothly and safely, we 
rely on the continuing support and involvement of lots of   
different people. 
 
There are plenty of opportunities to volunteer - from helping 
with our foodbank, to providing a listening ear, making up 
food bags, collecting food from super-markets, serving hot 
drinks or getting stuck in behind the scenes.  We run regular 
volunteer information sessions for people who are            
interested in volunteering with us.  
 
If you'd like to come along to one of our induction sessions, 
please let us know by emailing hello@livingwell.life or 
completely a volunteer form at https://www.livingwell.life/p/
volunteer 
 
Alternatively you can help out by: 
Making an online donation at:  
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/living-well-emergency-covid-
appeal 
 
Donating food and other essential items.  
Donations can be brought along to Holy Trinity Church on 
Tuesdays 11am - 1pm or Thursdays 12.30 - 2pm.  We also 
have drop off boxes in Sainsbury's Penge and Waitrose 
Bromley South. 
 
In particular we are currently low or completely out of the 
following items: 

Tinned vegetables 
Tinned meat 
Toilet Roll 
Toiletries (men's deodorant, shower gel, shampoo) 
Biscuits 
 
With thanks from all at Living Well 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stress in Your Marriage? – This has been a very diffi-
cult year for many couples. Retrouvaille is a program 
for married couples who feel bored, disillusioned,      
frustrated, or angry in their marriage. Some experience 
coldness. Others experience conflict. Most don’t know 
how to change the situation or even communicate with 
their spouse about it.  
This programme has helped 6,000 couples who were 
experiencing difficulties in their marriage in the past year 
alone. There is no group therapy or group work 
For confidential information about ‘Retrouvaille’ or to  
register for the next programme commencing with a   
Virtual weekend on 12th -15th  Nov 2020,  

       call or text   0788 729 6983 or 0797 338 0443 -  
              or email retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com 
                    or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk  

CATHOLIC SCHOOL ADMISSIONS 

Some of you are applying to Catholic secondary schools 
for your children, and the current situation has made 
changes to our procedures. As part of the procedure you 
should be able to download a Supplementary Information 
Form (SIF) from the school’s website – please do so and 
email it to Father Ashley, who will then complete it and 
return it to you for uploading to the school site. Unless 
there are problems it shouldn’t be necessary to arrange a 
meeting and please deal direct with Father Ashley, not 
the parish office. 

Normally the process of applying to St Mary’s and other 
primary schools begins slightly later so please wait     
before beginning a similar process so that secondary 
applications can be dealt with first. 

SUNDAY MASS 9.30 
 
Last Sunday we were in the unenviable position of     
having to turn people away as both the church and     
parish hall reached their safe capacity well before the 
start of Mass.  To avoid possible disappointment you 
may like to consider one of the other Masses (Saturday 
6.00pm or Sunday 5.30pm) or as there is currently no 
Sunday obligation please consider the possibility of    
attending a weekday Mass instead.  

https://www.livingwell.life/p/volunteer
https://www.livingwell.life/p/volunteer
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/living-well-emergency-covid-appeal
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/living-well-emergency-covid-appeal
mailto:retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com
http://www.retrouvaille.org.uk


  

MASSES THIS WEEK  
All Masses are live streamed 

 
Sunday 13 September Twenty-fourth Sunday   

  9.30 am   Patrick Chambers RIP 

    Ints of the Denne family 

  5.30 pm   Siobhan Donnelly RIP 

 

Monday 14 September The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

10.00 am   Monica Grima RIP 

  6.00 pm   Anthony Leonard RIP 

 
Tuesday 15 September Our Lady of Sorrows 

10.00 am   Mr & Mrs De Souza 

  6.00 pm   Thomas Spillane RIP (anniv) 

 
Wednesday 16 September Saints Cornelius and Cyprian 
10.00 am   Benefactors & Promoters of the  
    Claver Sisters    
  6.00 pm   Anastatia Costelloe RIP (4th anniv) 

 
Thursday 17 September Feria 
10.00 am   Frank Taylor RIP   
  6.00 pm   Marianne Martin RIP 
 
Friday 18 September Feria (St Edith of Kemsing) 
10.00 am   Lee & Rodolfo Cabilin RIP 
  6.00 pm   Dec’d members of the Misquitta &  
    Pereira families 
 
Saturday 19 September Feria (St Theodore of Canterbury) 
10.00 am   Dec’d Benefactors & Promoters of the  
    Claver Sisters 
  5 - 5.45 pm   Lady Chapel Confession 
  6.00 pm    Kathleen Cowling  RIP  

 
Sunday 20 September Twenty-fifth Sunday   

  9.30 am   The Davies Family 

    Ann Zacaroli 

  5.30 pm   Paul Stephens RIP (anniv) 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam each day 
from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

 

 

Some Mass intentions have had to be moved 

from their booked date as we are celebrating  

fewer Masses at the moment.  The  intention will 

be given to another Mass as close as possible to 

the date originally given. 

 COLLECTION  
Last week’s online collection came to £3845.52 

Thank you 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Andrew Callaghan, Harry Dalton, Emma Panas, Keith Rupert Jones, Fr Charles Briggs 
James Byrne, Anne Byrne, Peter May, Eugene Murphy, Jane Green, Mary Smith, Trevor Scott and David Faulkner. 
 
 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week: Rosie Reed, Kieran Corrigan, Rob Young, John MacNamara, Martin Norris, 
Thomas Spillane, Olga Roberts, Margaret Leeks, Bill Devlin, Ann Zacaroli, Marisia Nawara, Maria Okafor. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, Kevin Curtis,  Sorcha 
Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil Dutton, Suzanne 
Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Rosleen Flemming, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, 
Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Mary Hisee, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rose-
mary Jackson, Mim Jennings, Bob Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Kevin Kurtis, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre 
Lane, Chris Lawley, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Peter May, Pat McAvoy, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul        McIndoe, Eddie 
Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Marco Oliveri, Gretta O’Reilly, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-
O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Vincent Silveira, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Paul-
ine Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Stephen  Westgarth, Sue 
Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 

PARISH OFFICE 
The office is CLOSED to personal callers.  Please email on 
beckenham@rcaos.org.uk or telephone 020 8650 0970.  
You can also drop a note through our door and we will get 
in touch with you. 

Readings for Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, 
Year A 

• First Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9 

• Responsorial Psalm: Psalms 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 

• Second Reading: Philippians 1:20-24, 27 

• Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16 

GIFT AID BOXES 
Boxes are in the church porch in alphabetical order plus  

special sets for those who give by standing order.  Please 
collect your box as you go into the church.  If you are not 

currently attending Mass and wish to have your envelopes 
sent to you please send an email to the office. 

beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
 

There are many boxes and envelopes of parishioners 
who are attending Mass which have not been picked 

up.  Please do collect them the next time you are  
at church. 

 

To make your regular donations electronically please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   
Acc no: 14282887  

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/
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Fr. Ashley Beck - 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
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Deacon Duncan Aitkins - 07957 861 404 - duncanaitkins@rcaos.org.uk 

 

6 September 2020 
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
020 8650 6313 

patdevine13@gmail.com 
Missionary Sisters of  

St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 

020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

THE SEASON OF CREATION 

ON TUESDAY we kept the annual Day of Prayer for the Care of 
Creation. This observance on 1 September was established by 
Pope Francis five years ago, following the example of the         
Orthodox Churches and his ground-breaking encyclical of May of 
that year, known by its Italian title Laudato Si’.  The special day 
now begins an ecumenical Season of Creation, lasting from the 
beginning of September until the feast of St Francis of Assisi, 4 
October.  You can access special resources for this season from 
pages on the website of the Catholic Bishops Conference of     
England and Wales, https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-work/
environment/season-of-creation/. One good thing which has 
come out of the pandemic through which we are still living is that 
we have grown in our ability to learn through modern technology 
and social media of the teachings of the Holy Father and the    
bishops, together with insights of Catholic theologians and other 
good sources. The Season of Creation is an opportunity for all of 
us to learn more about what the Church teaches about the care of 
Creation and to integrate this into our prayer and worship, even in 
these challenging times. 
When Pope Francis published his encyclical in 2005 we did a fair 
amount to make ourselves aware of his teaching – we had a study 
evening in the parish and in our parish primary school the children, 
using material  prepared by CAFOD, also reflected and worked on 
how environmental issues are important and central to our     
Christian faith.  Since then the Church worldwide has led, along 
with others, urgent calls to take climate change, pollution and other 
issues seriously.  What we teach about care for creation is part of 
what we call Catholic Social Teaching – it’s simply part of the 
ordinary moral teaching of the Catholic Church.  For this reason 
it’s not optional or the preserve of specialists or enthusiasts.  We’re 
not free to dissent from what Pope Francis taught; we’re not free to 
be ‘climate change deniers.’ 
For most Catholics this might seem blindingly obvious, but what 
we are saying about how we care for the world is not ‘plain      
sailing.’ Pope Francis was not innovating: what he teaches in 
Laudato Si’ simply builds on what the Church had been saying for 
some time – particularly Pope Benedict XVI in his last encyclical 
letter Caritas in Veritate (‘Love in Truth’) from 2009.  If we see 
the world as God’s creation, this means that it is special and     
sacred, because he created it; moreover while we have been given 
responsibility for it, we are stewards of it and don’t have absolute 

rights over it.  Early on in his letter Pope Francis reminds us, draw-
ing on St Francis, that the earth is like a sister and a mother, and 
‘this sister now cries out to us because of the harm we have 
inflicted on her by our irresponsible use and abuse of the goods 
with which God has endowed her. We have come to see our-
selves as her lords and masters, entitled to plunder her at will. 
This violence present in our hearts, wounded by sin, is also 
reflected in the symptoms of sickness evident in the soil, in the 
water, in the air and in all forms of life.  This is why the earth 
herself, burdened and laid waste, is among the most aban-
doned and maltreated of our poor…’ (section 2; the whole docu-
ment can be found at http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/
francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-
francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf). How we treat 
the world speaks volumes about what we believe about God. 
The problem was critical and urgent five years ago; it is even more 
so now, as the Holy Father has repeatedly said during the current 
pandemic: we have an opportunity, because of all that’s happened, 
to take vigorous action as a world community.  However looking 
back to the summer of 2015 I don’t think many of us anticipated 
some of the problems which have arisen.  First of all, while the 
pope’s letter offers great hope and encouragement to most      
Catholics, renewing our faith, there has been vigorous opposition 
to his teachings and disturbing indifference; opposition to the 
pope’s insights has been particularly strong in the United States, 
linked to a more general campaign against him. Secondly, and 
linked to this, no one foresaw the rise of figures like Trump or  
Bolsinaro who have undermined international efforts to combat 
climate change and save the planet. They have done this in the 
name of populist nationalism – anything we might do to carry  
forward the Church’s vision has to be based on international co-
operation and solidarity, resisting competition and conflict. The 
issues addressed by Pope Francis, and reflected in this season of 
Creation, are linked to everything else which we teach about how 
nations should work together. We cannot stress too much the    
importance of this issue for our faith – and the importance of this 
issue for our children and grandchildren, and the world which God 
has made.  

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-work/environment/season-of-creation/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-work/environment/season-of-creation/
http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf
http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf
http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf


  

300 Club 

Congratulations to our prize winners for August 
1 - No 129, £100 -  Alison Cartin 
2 - No 122, £75 -  Patricia Onuoha 
3 - No 148, £50 -  Patricia Friend-Pereira 
4 - No 30, £25 -  Catherine Cook 

 

Since we were able to re-open the church for Mass, we have shut the doors 5 
minutes before Mass begins (or when the capacity of the church has been  
reached).  This is to make sure we have everyone sanitized and seated in the      
appropriate spaces and to allow our dedicated team of stewards time to have a few 
minutes to prepare themselves for Mass.  
 
PLEASE do not knock on the church doors or ring the office bell to ask to be let in 
to the church if you arrive after the doors are closed. We are unable to let you in.  
 

BAPTISMS DURING AUGUST 
Rosie May Ruby Graveney 

Kruz Ashley Prescott Gittens-Reid 
Jorge Anthony Noruega 

Isabella Aarya Rose Kadambari 
Zoja Chlebik 

Hanora Margaret Mary Pio Newton 
Emilia Reeves 

 MASS INTENTIONS 
Whilst we are unable to admit parishioners into the  Office 
there has been an increase in people putting a note through 
the office door, or handing a slip of paper to a priest request-
ing a Mass for a specific intention, sometimes within the next 
day or so.  The notes usually have no contact details.  It is 
highly unlikely that we will have a Mass available and so we 
have to disappoint the person  making the request but can-
not get in touch with them.  There are some Masses without 
intentions available in the next few months but as we are 
making these arrangements at arms length whilst the office 
is shut to callers we need to be allowed a little flexibility over 
the dates that are requested.  Please always leave a contact 
number when requesting a Mass. 

The parish branch of the St   
Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) 
is still active. Home visiting has 
not been permitted since the 
lockdown, but we have main-
tained regular phone contact. 
We have also been helping with 

shopping, funding for the local needy, and providing 
meals. 
If you are facing hardship, and feel the SVP may help, 
please call 07789 497 482 (there was an error in the 
number given last week) or email:  

beckenhamsvp@gmail.com  
Your donations continue to be appreciated,  either in a 
marked envelope in the collection basket at the back of 
the church, or online to:  SVP (St Edmund of Canterbury 
- Beckenham),  60-60-04, A/C 46076190  

Apologies if you were unable to contact the       
Presbytery or the Office from Friday 28 August 
until the following Tuesday. There was an      
external fault that affected some Beckenham  
numbers.  All is now well. 

We cannot collect Missio boxes at the 
present but urge you to keep putting your 
change into them so when we are able to 
collect and count the money we will be 
able to send a bumper sum to Missio to 
help finance their work all over the world. 

 
BLOOD DONATION SESSIONS 
HSBC Sports Club, Lennard Road, Beckenham 
October 2, 14 and 28 between 1.30 pm - 8.00 pm 
To book an appointment: 
Visit blood.co.uk 
Download the app NHSGIVEBLOOD 
Phone on 0300 123 23 23  

URSULINE HIGH SCHOOL 
Virtual Open Event 
Thursday 17th September 
Sign up for this event by going to their website: 
www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk 

A JOURNEY IN FAITH (RCIA) 
The next course for those who want to know more about 
the Catholic faith, or who wish to be baptised and/or      
confirmed into the Catholic Church would normally be 
starting this month.  Due to the rules relating to corona-
virus we are not yet able to set out plans for the course, 
but if you are interested in finding out more about this 
please contact us for more information. This may give us 
some idea of how many people we need to plan for and 
how we might be able to proceed in the coming months. 
Our email address is:-   beckenhamrcia@rcaos.org.uk 
or you can phone us on 020 8650 9650 

                                       Cathy and Mary 

A warm welcome back to Fr Steve who has been away 
on a short break.  Fr Steve has been on constant duty 
since the announcement during Lent that churches had 
to be closed.  We hope he has had a relaxing and 
peaceful time away from us.  

SCHOOLS ADMISSIONS 
If you have any forms or enquiries relating to admission to 
Catholic primary or secondary schools please direct them 
to Fr Ashley, rather than to the other clergy or to the    
parish office. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj6k5Kj5crNAhXkKsAKHbCgBHQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fomurtlak9.bloguez.com%2Fomurtlak9%2F635645%2Fbaptism-candle&psig=AFQjCNHAZIv4cmti0M52CgbAvJ82XCUyaw&ust=1467205
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj6k5Kj5crNAhXkKsAKHbCgBHQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fomurtlak9.bloguez.com%2Fomurtlak9%2F635645%2Fbaptism-candle&psig=AFQjCNHAZIv4cmti0M52CgbAvJ82XCUyaw&ust=1467205


  

MASSES THIS WEEK  
All Masses are live streamed 

 
Sunday 6 September Twenty-third Sunday   

  9.30 am   Ints of the Critchley family 

    Richard Graves RIP 

  5.30 pm   Blanche Mascarenhas RIP  

    (4th anniv) 

 

Monday 7 September Feria  

10.00 am   Iris Lewis RIP 

  6.00 pm   Michel Rossy RIP 

 
Tuesday 8 September The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
    Mary 

10.00 am   Mrs Hannan RIP 

  6.00 pm   Ints of the O’Reilly family  

 
Wednesday 9 September St Peter Claver 
10.00 am   Ints of the Claver Sisters 
  6.00 pm   Therese Beston RIP 

 
Thursday 10 September Feria 
10.00 am   Phil Lennon (birthday) 
  6.00 pm   Luke Rooney RIP 
 
Friday 11 September Feria  
10.00 am   Ints of Vanessa Odiakosa 
  6.00 pm   Thanksgiving for the Robertson  

    family 
 
Saturday 12 September Feria (The Most Holy Name of  
    Mary) 
10.00 am   Carmela Montis 
  5 - 5.45 pm   Lady Chapel Confession 
  6.00 pm    Bessie Boudville RIP  

 

Sunday 13 September Twenty-fourth Sunday   

  9.30 am   Patrick Chambers RIP 

    Ints of the Denne family 

  5.30 pm   Siobhan Donnelly RIP 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam each day 

from 11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

 

Some Mass intentions have had to be moved 

from their booked date as we are celebrating  

fewer Masses at the moment.  The  intention will 

be given to another Mass as close as possible to 

the date originally given. 

 COLLECTION  
Last week’s online collection came to £2007.56 

Thank you 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Andrew Callaghan, Harry Dalton, Emma Panas, Bridget McGuiness, Keith Rupert Jones 
and Fr Charles Briggs (PP of Chislehurst), James Byrne. 
 
 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Duke Ekong, James Hanley, Celia Rossi, Kathleen Lambert, Malcolm   
Burnham, Charles Binang, Therese Beston, Rose Greenan, Isobel Brown, Christiana Famiani. Blanche Mascarenhas, Thomas Hixon, 
Tom Harvey, Edward Collins. 
 

We pray for the sick:  Angela, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, Kevin Curtis,  Sorcha 
Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil Dutton, Suzanne 
Eilbeck, Emma-Jane, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Rosleen Flemming, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, 
Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Mary Hisee, Lesley Hill, 
Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Mim Jennings, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Kevin Kurtis, Andrew Kuzan, 
Pierre Lane, Chris Lawley, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Peter May, Pat McAvoy, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie 
Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Marco Oliveri, Gretta O’Reilly, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-
O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Trevor Scott, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Vincent Silveira, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Angela 
Stolle, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan &  Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Stephen     
Westgarth, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 

PARISH OFFICE 
The office is CLOSED to personal callers.  Please email on 
beckenham@rcaos.org.uk or telephone 020 8650 0970.  
You can also drop a note through our door and we will get 
in touch with you. 

Readings for Sunday 13 September 
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Year A, ferial cycle 2. Psalter week 4  
 

Ecclesiasticus 27:30-28:7 
Ps 102: 1-4. 9-12 r.8 

Rom 14: 7-9 

Matt 18:21-35 

GIFT AID BOXES 
Boxes are in the church porch in alphabetical order plus  

special sets for those who give by standing order.  Please 
collect your box as you go into the church.  If you are not 

currently attending Mass and wish to have your envelopes 
sent to you please send an email to the office. 

beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
 

There are many boxes and envelopes of parishioners 
who are attending Mass which have not been picked 

up.  Please do collect them the next time you are  
at church. 

 

To make your regular donations electronically please 
click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 
or to set up a standing order our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   
Acc no: 14282887  

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/




 
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 
Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP       
Email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
Website: www.saintedmunds.net 
020 8650 0970  Parish Office - CLOSED TO PERSONAL CALLERS 
 
Fr. Steve Wymer - Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck - 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
 
Deacon Sean Murphy - 020 3490 5693 - seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk  
Deacon Duncan Aitkins - 07957 861 404 - duncanaitkins@rcaos.org.uk 

 

30 August 2020 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
020 8650 6313 

patdevine13@gmail.com 
Missionary Sisters of  

St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 

020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

THE LASH OF THE TONGUE 

EDUCATION has been in the news a lot 
this month, as it always is in August; this 
has been exacerbated by the breath-taking 
chaos surrounding A level and GCSE 
results in the light of the Covid-19      
pandemic.  Distress surrounding this will 
have affected some of you, both pupils 
and teachers – please be assured of our 
prayers. Education is a big thing in this 
parish: people care deeply, and for good 
reasons, about which schools their     
children go to, and many young people 
here in Beckenham work very hard to go 
to good colleges and universities. This 
reflects the life of the Catholic Church in 
this country, in which education has    
always been very important: the mission 
of the Church since the end of penal 
times has been built around the provision 
of good Catholic schools and educational 
institutions. As a Church we are big and 
distinctive ‘stakeholders’ in education.  
 
At the time when results were being calculated (if that’s the right 
word) it was reported that to make life easier for next year’s GCSE 
students poetry would become optional in the English curriculum 
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-53645824). I learnt this a 
couple of weeks after the death in Cambridge of Professor      
Nicholas Lash, shown here. Nicholas, whom I knew a little 
through the Catholic Theological Association, became in the late 
70s the first Catholic to be appointed as a Theology professor in 
Cambridge since the Reformation; for many years he was an        
inspirational figure, not just in Cambridge, for those researching or 
teaching theology. In one of his best-known books, Theology on 
Dover Beach, writing about worship and celebration, Lash says 
that what the Church ‘most deeply needs are those apparently 
“useless” people, the poets and prophets who sing the songs of 
freedom.’ Amidst all the ineptitude of the last month over            
education, this side-lining of poetry by government Diktat, while 
less dramatic, speaks volumes about the intellectual degradation of 
this country and the philistine attitudes of our rulers. Gone are the 
days when education was about forming young people in 
knowledge of God and world: rather, it must be functional and 
utilitarian, simply geared to getting young people well paid jobs   
(a task in which it is rather failing): hence the decline in arts,    
humanities, modern languages, never mind classics and theology. 
Poets and prophets are useless in this brave new world. 
 
By contrast the Catholic Church has a distinctive philosophy of 
education; this has always set us apart. This is why we have     
Catholic schools and other educational institutions, and why we 
have invested so much in them in lots of ways. At the heart of a 
good Catholic school is religious faith, centred on a relationship 
with Jesus Christ and the life and teachings of the Church about 

how we should live; no Catholic school 
worthy of the name would ever teach 
pupils that the most important thing in 
life is to make as much money as pos-
sible. Let us hope Catholic schools at 
least manage to avoid the side-lining of  
poetry. 
 
The current pandemic really hasn’t 
overcome differences between people 
or between outlooks: rather it has    
accentuated divisions, so our vision can 
be clarified because of these strange 
few months. Children will be returning 
to school at St Mary’s and other 
schools in great numbers this week, 
and we should pray that they and the 
staff of schools will be kept safe and be 
properly protected; many young   
members of our parish will be starting 
in new schools,   colleges and universi-

ties. While we pray for students and staff in educational            
institutions, particularly those that are part of the Catholic         
community, this time of crisis gives us an opportunity to think 
about the nature of education. What is it for? What is really      
important to us about education? Why is it that we feel so angry 
when we see how much distress young people have experienced in 
the last few weeks? 
 
As you know in our parish we are embarking on a process of    
renewal, aimed at moving away from simply seeing what we do at 
St Edmund’s in terms of maintenance,  towards being a more   
effective missionary community. Catholic education has always 
played a big part in mission, here and all over the world. So we 
should consider, as part of this process and prompted by the last 
few months of this pandemic, the place Catholic education has in 
this. Why is it important for us to have Catholic schools? Are we 
doing enough to support our schools? What are our motives when 
we apply for a place for our children? Why is it important for some 
families to have a child admitted to a Catholic primary school but 
not necessarily a Catholic secondary school? How far does our 
Catholic faith inform what we think about schools?  
 
What we believe about education does say something about the 
place of God in our lives. If we allow ourselves to be renewed, 
perhaps in spite of everything, the Church, to use Professor Lash’s 
words, will be enriched by having more prophets and poets to sing 
the songs of freedom. May he rest in peace. 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-53645824


 

 
A WORD FROM FR STEVE 

 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who replied to my      
enquiry in last week’s newsletter for more     
information about Fr Kevin Jean-Marie          
Donovan.  I received a number of emails and 
one letter with very helpful information.  I now 
feel as if I know the person whose name       
appears in one of our stained glass windows in 
the church.  My thanks also to those who have 
been in touch and are keen to be involved in 
the parish archival work.   
 
There was an error in my article on the front 
page last weekend: when listing the priests    
ordained from the parish which appear on the 
door of Our Lady’s Chapel, I mentioned Fr Paul 
Welsh when it should have been Fr Peter 
Welsh. 

BAPTISMS  We are now able to arrange 
dates for baptisms.  If you have a child who 
you wish to be baptised please phone or 
email the Parish Office to arrange a date. 

 Since we were able to re-open the church for Mass, we have shut the doors 5 
minutes before Mass begins (or when the capacity of the church has been  
reached.  This is to make sure we have everyone sanitized and seated in the      
appropriate spaces and to allow our dedicated team of stewards time to have a few 
minutes to prepare themselves for Mass.  
 
PLEASE do not knock on the church doors or ring the office bell to ask to be let in 
to the church if you arrive after the doors are closed. We are unable to let you in.  
 

Please don’t forget to bring your mask with 
you when you come to Mass. 
We have now handed out more than 100 masks 
to those who have come without one.  The cost 
of masks, gloves and aprons for our stewards, 
hand gel and all the kit needed to clean the 
church after every service mounts up quickly. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Whilst we are not able to admit parishioners into the 
Office there has been an increase in people putting a 
note through the office door, or handing a slip of paper 
to a priest requesting a Mass for a specific intention 
within the next few days.  It is unlikely that we will have 
a Mass without an       intention and so we have to dis-
appoint the person  making the request.  There are 
some Masses without intentions available in the next 
few months but as we are making these arrangements 
at arms length whilst the office is shut to callers we 
need to be allowed a little flexibility over the dates that 
are requested.  Please always leave a contact number 
when requesting a Mass 

To make your regular donations electronically 
please click here http://saintedmunds.net/
index.php/donations/ or to set up a standing 
order our bank details are:   

St Edmund’s Church  Sort Code: 60-02-12   
Acc no: 14282887  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The parish branch of the St Vincent de Paul 
Society (SVP) is still active. Home visiting has 
not been permitted since the lockdown, but we 
have maintained regular phone contact. 
We have also been helping with shopping    
including funding for the local needy, and       
providing meals. 
If you are facing hardship, and feel the SVP 
may help, please call 07789 497 483 or email:  
beckenhamsvp@gmail.com  
Your donations continue to be appreciated,  
either in a marked envelope in the collection 
basket at the back of the church, or online to 
SVP (St Edmund of Canterbury- Beckenham),  
60-60-04, A/C 46076190  

POP UP CHURCH SHOP 
After the 9.30 am Mass this Sunday there will be 
a table in the forecourt selling a limited number of 
items from the shop.  Please bring cash with you 
as change can’t be given.  You could take this 
opportunity to order your Christmas cards or a 
crib. 

At the time of going to press the telephone lines 
into the presbytery are down.  BT assure us they 
are working on the problem but in the meantime 
please use email. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj6k5Kj5crNAhXkKsAKHbCgBHQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fomurtlak9.bloguez.com%2Fomurtlak9%2F635645%2Fbaptism-candle&psig=AFQjCNHAZIv4cmti0M52CgbAvJ82XCUyaw&ust=1467205
http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/
http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/


 COLLECTION  
Last week’s online collection came to £2528.31 

Thank you 
 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
All Masses are live streamed 

 
Sunday 30 August  Twenty-second Sunday   

  9.30 am   Steve Sturdy RIP (1st anniv) 

    Enedina Floris RIP 

  5.30 pm   Monica Howard RIP 

 

Monday 31 August  Feria (St Aidan & the Saints of  

    Lindisfarne) 

10.00 am   John Colling RIP 

  6.00 pm   Sr Assumpta - Golden Jubilee 

 
Tuesday 1 September Feria  

    World Day of Prayer for the Care  

    of Creation 

10.00 am   Andrew Martin RIP 

  6.00 pm   Thomas Walsh RIP  

 
Wednesday 2 September Feria 
10.00 am   Evelyn Mukore  - in thanksgiving 
  6.00 pm   All persecuted born & unborn children 

 
Thursday 3 September St Gregory the Great 
10.00 am   Sr Assumpta - Golden Jubilee 
  6.00 pm   Fr Charles Briggs RIP 
 
Friday 4 September  Feria (St Cuthbert) 
10.00 am   Welfare of Roxanne Brelu-Brelu 
  6.00 pm   Sally Battle RIP 
 
Saturday 5 September Feria (Our Lady) 
10.00 am   Our children & teachers returning to 
    school 
  5 - 5.45 pm   Lady Chapel Confession 
  6.00 pm    Crescenzo & Delisa Panetta RIP  

 
Sunday 6 September Twenty-third Sunday   

  9.30 am   Ints of the Critchley family 

    Richard Graves RIP 

  5.30 pm   Blanche Mascarenhas RIP (4th anniv) 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is on the webcam each day 

from 11 until 5.00 pm. 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Andrew Callaghan, Harry Dalton, Emma Panas, Bridget McGuiness, Keith Rupert 
Jones and Fr Charles Briggs (PP of Chislehurst). 
 
 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Steve Sturdy, Ronnie Collier, Susheela Barla, Sheila Ehrhart, Coral Wallis, 
Victoria Hodgson, Sheila Petersen, Michael Cole, Christian Petersen, Derek Wiseman. 
 
 

We pray for the sick:  Angela, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, Kevin Curtis,     
Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil Dutton,      
Suzanne Eilbeck, Emma-Jane, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Rosleen Flemming, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, 
Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Mary Hisee, 
Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Mim Jennings, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Kevin Kurtis, Andrew 
Kuzan, Pierre Lane, Chris Lawley, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Peter May, Pat McAvoy, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul     
McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Marco Oliveri, Gretta O’Reilly, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, 
Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Trevor Scott, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Vincent Silveira, Siobhan, 
John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan &  Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia 
Weal, Stephen Westgarth, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 

 
PARISH OFFICE 

The office is NOT open to personal callers.  Please email 
on beckenham@rcaos.org.uk or telephone 020 8650 0970.  
You can also drop a note through our door and we will get 
in touch with you. 

Readings for Sunday 6 September 
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

 
Ezekiel 33:7-9 

Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 
Romans 13:8-10)  

Matthew 18:15-20 

GIFT AID BOXES 
Boxes are in the church porch in alphabetical order plus  

special sets for those who give by standing order.  Please 
collect your box as you go into the church.  If you are not 

currently attending Mass and wish to have your envelopes 
sent to you please send an email to the office. 

beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
 

There are many boxes and envelopes of parishioners 
who are attending Mass which have not been picked 

up.  Please do collect them the next time you are  
at church. 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in  

this Holy Sacrament of the altar. 

I love you above all things 

and I passionately desire to  

receive you into my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

come spiritually into my soul  

so that I may unite myself wholly to you 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

https://young-catholics.com/scripture-reading/?en=57&rp=2906
https://young-catholics.com/scripture-reading/?en=58&rp=2906
https://young-catholics.com/scripture-reading/?en=59&rp=2906
https://young-catholics.com/scripture-reading/?en=60&rp=2906
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23 August 2020 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
020 8650 6313 

patdevine13@gmail.com 
Missionary Sisters of  

St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 

020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD 

 It’s been long overdue, but recently I’ve been    
dipping into the Holy Father’s encyclical letter, 
Laudato si: on care for the common home.   As 
good as it is -and it is very good, being insightful 
and highly topical – sometimes just stopping to 
look around can bring about both awareness and 
gratitude.  Simply staring out of the window at a 
richly coloured garden or catching a glimpse of a 
kingfisher before it disappears into a river, can 
stimulate the heart and mind into an appreciation 
of and a oneness with, the beautiful world we live 
in. 
Which brings me to the Somali elephant shrew. 
How does one of God’s creatures go missing for 
over 50 years only to reappear again as if it had 
never been away?  You may have seen the      
pictures in the tabloids of this rather endearing 
creature, not seen since 1968, but recently discov-
ered alive and well in Djibouti.  Another creature, 
but much larger, which has never disappeared but 
is in some danger of doing so, is the polar bear. A 
young member of this family of bears, Hamish was 
in the process of moving house and as a picture 
was taken appeared to be waving a paw goodbye. 
Apparently, Hamish who in 2017 became the first 
polar bear to be born in Britain in 25 years was 
leaving his Highland Wildlife Park home for a new 
one in Yorkshire.  Let’s hope he settles in and 
while I think of it, let’s pray the shrew sticks 
around.   
 
However, it was a photograph of Durdle Door on 
the coast of Dorset and the absolutely stunning 
Milky Way in the background which rather capti-
vated me.  I was transfixed and couldn’t help but 
stare at this breath-taking scene and of course  
reflect on God the creator and his wonderful    
creation.  How little have I appreciated it over the 
years.  
 
We all need a timely reminder on how precious is 

the world we live in and so I draw to your attention 
the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation 
on Tuesday 1

st
 September.  Perhaps on this day 

we could spend time in prayers of thanksgiving 
and protection for our planet and for the human 
beings and animals with whom we share it.   
 
And now for something completely different, to 
use a Monty Python catchphrase.  Often, I walk 
round the church praying The Divine Office or the 
rosary and I have often wondered what happened 
to Fr Kevin Jean-Marie Donovan.  His name      
appears simply as Kevin Donovan on the door of 
Our Lady’s Chapel, along with the names of other 
priests from Beckenham who were ordained here 
at St Edmund’s.  They are Fr Paul Fennessy, Fr        
Anthony Barratt, Fr Gary Dyer, Fr Martin Edwards, 
Fr Paul Welsh, Fr David Rhys and Fr Tom Creagh
-Fuller.  But unlike these priests, Fr Kevin has a 
stained glass window – the beautiful one of Our 
Lady of Lourdes, to his name. The inscription 
reads, ‘Commemorating the Ordination to the 
Priesthood of Kevin Jean-Marie Donovan, 1965’. 
Perhaps parishioners who were around at that 
time might be able to shed some light on him.  On 
this subject, I think it would be good to build up the 
archives of the parish so that we can all be aware 
of the people and events that have made and 
shaped our parish over the years.  I would be in-
terested if you can help or if you have any views 
on this. 
 
Finally, back to the Somali elephant shrew. What 
was it that tempted this little creature back into the 
limelight for the first time in 52 years?  Peanut  
butter and marmite!  It’s a weird and wonderful 
world.  
 
Have a good week, 
       Fr Steve 
 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com


 

BAPTISMS  We are now able to    
arrange dates for baptisms.  If you 
have a child who you wish to be  
baptised please phone or email the 
Parish Office to discuss a date. 

Since we were able to re-open the church for worship, we have shut the doors 
5 minutes before Mass begins (or when the capacity of the church has been  
reached.  This is to make sure we have everyone sanitized and seated in the 
appropriate spaces and to allow our dedicated team of stewards time to have a 
few minutes to prepare themselves for Mass.  
 
PLEASE do not knock on the church doors or ring the Office bell to ask to be 
let in to the church if you have arrived after the doors are closed. 
 

Cathedral Vacancies – we have two part-
time admin posts at the Cathedral.  For 

more information please contact  
triciagilbride@stgeorges.org.uk.   
Closing date for applications is 

1
st
 September  

SVP 
During this lockdown period our local 
branch of the SVP has been busy con-
tinuing the help they give to those in need.  
They rely on the generous donations of 
parishioners to fund their work and due to 
the lockdown we have been unable to 
have any of our regular collections for 
them.   
Currently our local branch cannot receive 
donations electronically but if anyone 
would like to donate towards their work we 
would be happy to receive envelopes 
through the office door. 

Please don’t forget to bring your mask with 
you when you come to Mass. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Whilst we are not able to admit parishioners into 
the Office there has been an increase in people 
putting a note through the office door, or handing 
a slip of paper to a priest requesting a Mass for a 
specific intention within the next few days.  It is 
unlikely that we will have a Mass without an inten-
tion and so we have to disappoint the person  
making the request.  We do have Masses without 
intentions available but as we are making these 
arrangements at arms length whilst the office is 
shut to callers we need to be allowed a little flexi-
bility over the dates that are requested.  Please 
always leave a contact number. 

STEWARDS 
Continued thanks to our stewards for their 
service to the church.  Without their will-
ingness to steward and sanitize before 
and after every Mass our church would 
not be open for you to attend Mass.  
 
If you would like to volunteer to join their 
ranks please contact the office by email. 

DROP IN CAFE REUNION 
Our last meeting at St Edmund’s Church Hall was 
on Thursday March 12th since when some of our 
volunteers and all of our guests have been shield-
ing and most of us have been at home due to the 
lockdown.  We have kept in touch with a monthly 
newsletter,  phone calls and emails but felt it was 
time we tried to reconnect in person. 
We have just had a really enjoyable picnic in    
Kelsey Park and it was a perfect afternoon for 
friends to be reunited and also for us to meet 
some family members of our guests too. 
The sun shone and we all left feeling uplifted by 
friendly conversation and a delicious tea. 
Thanks to everyone who came and to those who 
brought the picnic. 
We hope to be able to meet in the second half of 
September when we have worked out the safest 
way to resume our Thursday afternoon Drop In.  
Until then we will be sustained by the knowledge 
that we have a wonderful group who are very 
committed to each other, and a big celebration to 
look forward to when we are back in St Edmund’s 
Church Hall! 
 
          Nicola Platman and Judith Hilditch. 
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 COLLECTION  
Last week’s online collection came to £2749.07 

Thank you 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
All Masses are live streamed 

 

Sunday 23 August  Twenty-first Sunday   

  9.30 am   Phil Lennon - Birthday ints. 

    Iolene & Patrick Durham RIP 

  5.30 pm   For the people 
 

Monday 24 August  Saint Bartholomew, Apostle 

10.00 am   Frances Padwick RIP (1st anniv) 

  6.00 pm   Dec’d members of the Hatfield family 

 

Tuesday 25 August  Feria (St Louis) 

10.00 am   Omolara Meranda RIP 

  6.00 pm   Les Humble RIP  

 
Wednesday 26 August Feria (Blessed Dominic of the  
    Mother of God) 
 10.00 am   Daniel Asapokhai - special intentions 

   6.00 pm   All persecuted born & unborn children 

 

Thursday 27 August St Monica 

 10.00 am   Ints of Sr Monica on her Feast Day 
    6.00 pm   Fr Douglas Perkins RIP 
 
Friday 28 August  St Augustine 
 10.00 am   Rodolfo Couto RIP 
    Paul Van Dooren RIP 
    6.00 pm   Mary Foley RIP 

 
Saturday 29 August  The Passion of St John the Baptist 
10.00 am   Veronica Shelley--Pearse RIP 
  5 - 5.45 pm   Lady Chapel Confession 
  6.00 pm    David Moore RIP  

 

Sunday 30 August  Twenty-second Sunday   

  9.30 am   Steve Sturdy RIP (1st anniv) 

    Enedina Floris RIP 

  5.30 pm   Monica Howard RIP 

 

There is Exposition on Monday to Saturday from  

11.00 am - 5.00 pm 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Andrew Callaghan, Harry Dalton, Roy Seeboruth, Emma Panas, Ita D’Souza, Jacqueline 
Bryce, Les Humble and Sally Battle. 
 
 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Mary Margaret McCullagh, Constance Cook, Omolara Margaret Meranda, 
Phyllis Gill, Ann Towers, Richard Creak, Claud Coleman, Mary Elizabeth Coleman, Teresa Richardson, Paul Van Dooren, Patrick  
Johnston, Bob Hedderman, Francis Crilly and Steve Sturdy. 
 
 

We pray for the sick:  Angela, Frank & Aloysius Braganza, Fr Charles Briggs, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge     
Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, Kevin Curtis, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas 
Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil Dutton, Maghbole Ebrahimy, Suzanne Eilbeck, Emma-Jane, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Rosleen Flemming, 
Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John    
Harrow, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Mary Hisee, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Mim Jennings, Catherine Kelly, Eileen 
Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Kevin Kurtis, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Lane, Chris Lawley, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Peter May, Pat    
McAvoy, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Marco Oliveri, Gretta 
O’Reilly, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Trevor Scott, Mary Shipsey, Coleen 
Shroeder, David Silk, Vincent Silveira, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, 
Susan &  Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 

The church doors will be closed 5 minutes before  
the start of Mass. 

 
Face coverings MUST be worn.  Please bring your own. 

PARISH OFFICE 
The office is NOT open to personal callers.  Please email 
on beckenham@rcaos.org.uk or telephone 020 8650 0970.  
You can also drop a note through our door and we will get 
in touch with you. 

Readings for Sunday 30 August 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

 
Jeremiah 20:7-9 

Psalm 63 
Romans 12:1-2 

Matthew 16:21-27 

GIFT AID BOXES 
Boxes are in the church porch in alphabetical order plus  

special sets for those who give by standing order.  Please 
collect your box as you go into the church.  If you are not 

currently attending Mass and wish to have your envelopes 
sent to you please send an email to the office. 

beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 

The CWL is a hard organisation to 
lock down for long, as evidenced by 
three very successful ‘mini meetings’ 
in the gardens of members this 
month. Three groups of five or six 
(plus the hostess) met for ‘tea and 

chat’, and even managed to discuss some busi-
ness as well as join in the inevitable raffle. 
To date this has enabled most of the membership 
to meet up, suggesting that ‘social distancing’ 
needn’t mean social separation. We hope to    
arrange more ‘get-togethers’ while the good 
weather lasts.  Watch this space!  
           Gloria Brown 
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16 August 2020 
The Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 
 

Salesian Sisters  
25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   

020 8650 6313 
patdevine13@gmail.com 

Missionary Sisters of  
St. Peter Claver 

89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 
020 8313 3915 

sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

LIVES LIVED WELL 

 I avidly read newspaper obituaries and some of 
them I keep. Just yesterday I was reading about 
William Wolff who passed away at the age of 93. 
He was a German Jew who escaped the Nazis to 
live and work in England. He was to enjoy a      
thirty-year career in journalism but then one  
morning in 1979 he woke up and decided to      
become a rabbi. He was 52. In 1984 he was      
ordained and went on to work in Newcastle, Milton 
Keynes, Reading, Brighton and Wimbledon. Wolff 
also responded to a call to serve the Jewish    
community in Germany, which was rapidly         
expanding mainly due to the  return of 100,000 
Jews from Russia, many of whom were ignorant of 
their religion.  Eventually he was appointed chief 
rabbi of northeast Germany and saw his role as 
educational but also as an integrator ensuring that 
his fellow Jews did not become incarcerated in a 
walled ghetto. 
 
Interestingly, when Pope Benedict instigated a 
move towards Easter prayers requesting the     
conversion of Jews, which resulted in an outcry, 
Wolff to his credit called for calm and a working 
towards good relations with the Vatican. 
 
Dividing his time between Germany and Henley 
on Thames where his bungalow resembled a   
ramshackle bookshop, William Wolff was an      
eccentric personality, regularly fasting because it 
stimulated his brain and frequently a visitor at  the 
races at Ascot. Also, he would enrage his         
colleagues as he was impossible to find and never 
answered his mobile phone. 
 
Another larger than life personality was Doris   
Buffet who was described in The Times last 
Wednesday as a philanthropist who gave away 
millions of pounds to the underprivileged. One of 
her admirers said of Doris, “She saw herself as a 
rescue operation, not in the sense she was going 
to pick you up and carry you to safety, but that she 
was going to get you out of the ditch.” Amongst 

the many good projects she supported were the 
funding of scholarships for women who had been 
in abusive relationships, education for prison     
inmates and help for men and women who       
suffered mental illness. Of the latter Doris had a 
particular interest: both her grandmother and great 
grandmother had spent time in Nebraska State 
Mental Hospital. As a child Doris had a rather 
loveless relationship with her mother; “I never 
heard the words I love you,” she said. However, 
Doris went on to demonstrate great love and   
compassion to many thousands of people in need. 
She once said, “The best return is when lives 
change for the better in some way.” 
 
Lastly, I come to Richard Overton, a war veteran, 
who passed away in December 2018 aged 112. 
He had been the oldest man in America and      
despite putting his longevity down to ‘cigars and 
whiskey-spiked coffee’, he often emphasised the 
importance of his Christian Faith in life and how he 
loved to worship the Lord in Church. He once said, 
“Church is a wonderful place. Keeps me going, 
makes me feel good. I love that church singing, 
beautiful. It’s good to have a spiritual life but you 
gotta live it.” 
 
I hope these stories have been interesting or    
perhaps even inspiring. 
 
Have a very blessed week. 
       Fr Steve     

I would personally like to  thank all our stewards 
who have worked tirelessly during the last     
couple of months to enable you to attend Mass.  
Without them we would not be able to open the 
church.  If you are attending Mass, please     
consider offering your services so that the load 
can be shared out.   
Please contact the Parish Office if you can help. 

Fr Steve 
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 COLLECTION  
Last week’s online collection came to £4442.15. 

Thank you 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
All Masses are live streamed 

 
Sunday 16 August  The Assumption of the Blessed  

    Virgin Mary 

   9.30 am   William & Nora Spillane RIP 

    Oke & Ike Okezie, Mary & Stephen 

    Anyim, Jenny Ibe & children RIP 

   5.30 pm   Thanksgiving Edet & Ekong family 

    Barbara Oke RIP 

 

Monday 17 August  Feria 

10.00 am   Welfare of Beatrice Allegretti 
11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

  6.00 pm   Ints of the Claver Sisters 

 
Tuesday 18 August  Feria 

10.00 am   Gesuino Collu RIP 

11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 
  6.00 pm   Benefactors & Promoters of the Claver 
    Sisters  

 
Wednesday 19 August Feria 
 10.00 am   Welfare of Isabelle Brelu-Brelu 

 11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 
   6.00 pm   Cecil Barnes RIP 
 
Thursday 20 August St Bernard, Abbot & Doctor of the 
    Church 
 10.00 am   Ints of the Salesian Sisters 
 11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 
   6.00 pm   Fr John Healy RIP 
 
Friday 21 August  St Pius X, Pope 
 10.00 am   Phil Lennon - birthday thanksgiving  
 11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 
   6.00 pm   Denis Sheilds RIP 
 
Saturday 22 August  Queenship of the Blessed Virgin  
    Mary 
10.00 am   Dennis family & their lost babies 
11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 
  5 - 5.45 pm   Lady Chapel Confession 
  6.00 pm    Bessie Boudville RIP 

 
Sunday 23 August  Twenty-first Sunday   

  9.30 am   Phil Lennon - Birthday ints. 

    Iolene & Patrick Durham RIP 

  5.30 pm   For the people 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Andrew Callaghan, Harry Dalton, Roy Seeboruth, Emma Panas, Flora Kennedy, Ita 
D’Souza, Jacqueline Bryce, Les Humble and Sally Battle. 

 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Bobby Goveron, Gwen Cooper, Jerry McGirr, Cyril Alexander Kidd, John 
(Jackie) Henderson, Bob Ryan, Fr Stephen Collins, Fr Denis Callan, Mary O’Brien, Winifred Dimsdale, Celine Skupien, Alice Scibberas, 
and Patrick Durham. 
 

We pray for the sick:  Angela, Frank & Aloysius Braganza, Fr Charles Briggs, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge     
Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, Kevin Curtis, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas 
Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil Dutton, Maghbole Ebrahimy, Suzanne Eilbeck, Emma-Jane, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Rosleen Flemming, 
Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John    
Harrow, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Mary Hisee, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Mim Jennings, Catherine Kelly, Eileen 
Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Kevin Kurtis, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Lane, Chris Lawley, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Peter May, Pat    
McAvoy, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Marco Oliveri, Gretta 
O’Reilly, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Trevor Scott, Mary Shipsey, Coleen 
Shroeder, David Silk, Vincent Silveira, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, 
Susan &  Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
If you would like to book a Mass please email                 
beckenham@rcaos.org.uk with the intention and your      
contact number.  Alternatively put an envelope through the 
office door with your request and a contact number.         

The church doors will be closed 5 minutes before  
the start of Mass to enable the stewards to prepare  

themselves. 
Face coverings MUST be worn.  Please bring your own. 

PARISH OFFICE 
The office is NOT open to personal callers.  Please email 
on beckenham@rcaos.org.uk or telephone 020 8650 0970.  
You can also drop a note through our door and we will get 
in touch with you. 

A JOURNEY IN FAITH (RCIA) 
The next course for those who want to know more about 
the Catholic faith, or who wish to be baptised and/or      
confirmed into the Catholic Church would normally be start-
ing in September.  Due to the rules relating to coronavirus 
we are not yet able to set out plans for the course, but if 
you are interested in finding out more about this please 
contact us for more information. This may give us some 
idea of how many people we need to plan for and how we 
might be able to proceed in the coming months. Our email 
address is  beckenhamrcia@rcaos.org.uk or phone on      
020 8650 9650.                                         Cathy and Mary 

Please remember to bring your own mask to wear in 
church.  We are still needing to hand them out to 

those who have forgotten theirs.  
Please take only one. 

Readings for Sunday 23 August 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

 
Isaiah 22:19-23 

Psalm 138 
Romans 11:33-36 
Matthew 16:13-20 

GIFT AID BOXES 
Boxes are in the church porch in alphabetical order plus  

special sets for those who give by standing order.  Please 
collect your box as you go into the church.  If you are not 

currently attending Mass and wish to have your box sent to 
you please send an email to the office. 

beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
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9 August 2020 
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
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patdevine13@gmail.com 
Missionary Sisters of  
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WHERE WE ARE NOW..... 

A WORD FROM FR STEVE 

 MASS All Masses are celebrated with a congregation. 
They are live-streamed and can be followed on the 
Parish website. Strict rules apply at all Masses in     
accordance with government and diocesan               
instructions: this includes social distancing, the      
mandatory wearing of face-coverings, and the          
recording of contact details for all those attending 
Mass.  Holy Communion is administered under one 
kind only and may be received only in the hand. The 
obligation to attend    Sunday Mass remains suspend-
ed and there are Masses twice a day, every day for 
those able to attend. 

CONFESSIONS Are offered in the Lady Chapel from 
5:00 to 5:45 pm on Saturdays.  

HOME VISITS Visits to parishioners in their homes are 
not yet allowed.  Those unable to come to church and 
wishing to make a Spiritual Communion may do so  
using the prayer at the bottom of this page.   

BAPTISMS We are now allowed to celebrate the   
Sacrament of Baptism.  Baptisms at Mass are not    
allowed.  Strict rules apply on contact, social distancing 
and the wearing of masks. And attendance is limited to 
30 people (including the minister) in the church and 
with those present keeping to household bubbles.  

MARRIAGES We can now celebrate the Sacrament of 
Matrimony outside Mass. This means no Nuptial  
Masses are allowed.  The same strict rules apply and 
there is an upper limit of 30 people (including the    
minister) in the church and with those present keeping 
to household bubbles.  

FIRST CONFESSION & HOLY COMMUNION 
2020/2021 We are not yet able to say when the      
children who were unable to make their First          
Confession or First Holy Communion this summer will 
be able to do so. We have been in touch with parents 
concerning the preparation course for those who would       
normally be hoping to receive these Sacraments in 
2021.  

CONFIRMATION 2020/2021 We can’t say yet when 
we will be able to Confirm the young people who were 

hoping to be Confirmed this summer. We are still    
considering how best to prepare those who would   
normally be hoping to be confirmed  in 2021.  

RCIA 2020 & 2021 - Awaiting decision on when 2020 
group can be received.  (See back page for plans for 
2021.) 

ANOINTING OF SICK & HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS    
If you or a family member are admitted to hospital, the 
Catholic Chaplain of the hospital should be informed 
as soon as possible, even in advance if the hospital 
stay is a planned one. The quickest and most efficient 
way of ensuring that this is done is for you to contact 
the chaplaincy team direct through the hospital switch-
board or website but if you cannot, please contact the 
Parish Office during working hours or else one of the 
clergy team.  

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in  

this Holy Sacrament of the altar. 

I love you above all things 

and I passionately desire to  

receive you into my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

come spiritually into my soul  

so that I may unite myself wholly to you 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

There is a gem of a book entitled ‘The Cloud of Unknowing.’  
The Author is unknown although he was most likely a schol-
arly priest.  In this 14th Century book there is a thought-
provoking saying, one of many it has to be said, and it is as 
follows: 
 

      ‘By love may He be gotten and holden,  
       but by thought, never.’ 
 

In other words, God is reached by love not by thought.  It is 
worth reminding ourselves that the greatest commandment 
is not that we should reason about God, our loving Father, 
but that we should love Him ceaselessly with everything we 
have. 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
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 COLLECTION  
Last week’s online collection came to £2086.56 

Thank you 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
All Masses are live streamed.   

 

Sunday 9 August  Eighteenth Sunday 

   9.30 am   Patrick Dowling RIP  

    Anthony Leonard RIP 

   5.30 pm   Martin Calver RIP 

    For the people 

 

Monday 10 August  St Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr 

10.00 am   Gordon Ramsden RIP (ann) 

11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

  6.00 pm   Mrs Jo Baly RIP 

 
Tuesday 11 August  St Clare 

10.00 am   Kayo Kufeji - birthday intentions 

11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

  6.00 pm   Margaret Mary Howe RIP  

 
Wednesday 12 August Feria 
 10.00 am   Suha Wright RIP 

 11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 
   6.00 pm   Ints of the Banfield family 
 
Thursday 13 August Feria 
 10.00 am   Leonard Pope RIP 
   6.00 pm   Ints of Philomena Charles 
 
Friday 14 August  St Maximilian Kolbe, Priest & Martyr 
 10.00 am   Monica Grima RIP  
 11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 
   6.00 pm   Ints of the Handmaids of the Sacred 
    Heart 
 
Saturday 15 August  Our Lady 
10.00 am   Thanksgiving for the Feast Day & the 
    Golden Jubilee of Sr Assumpta 
11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 
  5 - 5.45 pm   Lady Chapel Confession 
  6.00 pm    Eddie & Kathy Neville - Golden  

    Wedding 

    Ron Hawkins RIP 

 

Sunday 16 August  The Assumption of the Blessed  

    Virgin Mary 

   9.30 am   William & Nora Spillane RIP 

    Oke & Ike Okezie, Mary & Stephen 

    Anyim, Jenny Ibe & children RIP 
   5.30 pm   Thanksgiving Edet & Ekong family 

    Barbara Oke RIP 

     

We pray for those who have died recently:  Thressiama Winson, Lucy Duca, Andrew Callaghan, Roger Leach, Harry Dalton, Richard 
Wallner, Roy Seeboruth, Emma Panas, Flora Kennedy, Mike Slemen, Ita D’Souza, Jacqueline Bryce, Les Humble and Sally Battle. 

 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Mary Moger, Karen Stapleton, Margaret Vesey, George Reynolds, Bob 
Duckworth, Alan Thompson, William Wood, Laurence Job, John Elmer, Marie Watson, Howard Jones, Celia Dodd, Roy Brocklehurst, 
Dilys Toomey, Deacon Philip Gummett, Kathleen Lenzie, Patricia Holland  . 

 
 
 

We pray for the sick:  Angela, Frank & Aloysius Braganza, Fr Charles Briggs, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge     
Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, Kevin Curtis, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas 
Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil Dutton, Maghbole Ebrahimy, Suzanne Eilbeck, Emma-Jane, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Rosleen Flemming, 
Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John    
Harrow, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Mary Hisee, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Mim Jennings, Catherine Kelly, Eileen 
Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Kevin Kurtis, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Lane, Chris Lawley, Margaret Lilley, Rosy Lobo, Peter May, Pat    
McAvoy, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Marco Oliveri, Gretta 
O’Reilly, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Trevor Scott, Mary Shipsey, Coleen 
Shroeder, Vincent Silveira, Siobhan, Mike Slemen, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan &     
Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
If you would like to book a Mass please email                 
beckenham@rcaos.org.uk with the intention and your      
contact number.  Alternatively put an envelope through the 
office door with your request and a contact number.         

The church doors will be closed 5 minutes before  
the start of Mass 

Face coverings MUST be worn.  Please bring your own. 

PARISH OFFICE 
The office is NOT open to personal callers.  Please email 
on beckenham@rcaos.org.uk or telephone 020 8650 0970.  
You can also drop a note through our door and we will get 
in touch with you. 

A JOURNEY IN FAITH (RCIA) 
The next course for those who want to know more about 
the Catholic faith, or who wish to be baptised and/or      
confirmed into the Catholic Church would normally be start-
ing in September.  Due to the rules relating to coronavirus 
we are not yet able to set out plans for the course, but if 
you are interested in finding out more about this please 
contact us for more information. This may give us some 
idea of how many people we need to plan for and how we 
might be able to proceed in the coming months. Our email 
address is  beckenhamrcia@rcaos.org.uk or phone on      
020 8650 9650.                                         Cathy and Mary 

 
Readings for the  

Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Revelation 11:19,12:1-6,10 
 Psalm 44 

1 Corinth 15:20-26 
Luke 1:39 56 

The 10.00 am Mass on Saturday 15 August has as its 
intention a thanksgiving for the Golden Jubilee and the 
Feast Day of Sr Assumpta Giertych.  Sr Assumpta will 

be with us on the 15th. 

 
Please remember to bring your own mask to wear in 
church.  We are still handing them out to those who 
have forgotten theirs but it is a further drain on our 

resources. 
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2 August 2020 
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
020 8650 6313 

patdevine13@gmail.com 
Missionary Sisters of  
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WORSHIP AND FAITH 

 

 
ABOUT TEN YEARS AGO, after the Requiem Mass of a well-
loved parishioner, someone who was present, herself about to 
begin the process of becoming a Catholic, remarked to me that if 
we wanted to attract or interest people in the Catholic faith, we 
could perhaps simply, as part of doing so, invite them to a good 
funeral at St Edmund’s. She thought that the love shown to the 
bereaved family and the strength of faith in the resurrection of 
Christ shown in the prayer of a Requiem Mass was an effective act 
of mission and evangelisation. When I pass this story on (and as 
you can expect I have dined out on it) people are sometimes      
surprised: we often simply ‘get on with it’ when funerals take 
place here; we take trouble over the act of worship almost         
instinctively; and we might at some gut level not actually expect 
non-Catholics, or those new to Catholicism, to receive much from 
it.  

Last weekend Father Steve wrote about the process your clergy 
team have been working on to move us clearly into being a      
missionary parish, away from simply maintaining our life. If such 
a shift in what we do is to be effective, it has to be grounded in our 
worship of God. Catholics see worship as the primary response to 
faith and the gifts of God’s grace which we receive from him. It is 
our response to him, but it’s essentially prompted by him. This 
means that part of what we need to do in the parish is reflect about 
how our worship springs from our beliefs which bind us together 
and give us our identity as Catholics. We should be in a strong 
position to do this because in normal times a lot more public    
worship happens in this parish than in many Catholic               
communities, and this worship involves more people. We have 
large numbers (although they have declined over many years) and 
a lot of Masses: as I have indicated before, all this means that we 
should really think of St Edmund’s as if it were a medium-sized 
Catholic or Anglican cathedral. How many Catholic parishes do 
you know which normally have three choirs which sing at Mass 
every Sunday? Any renewal process needs to think about how far 

our worship reflects our shared faith – and it will be a substantial 
exercise. I want simply this weekend to put three things forward to 
help us reflect about this. 

The first is that of course for Catholics historically worship has 
defined our faith. After the Mass was made illegal in the 16th    
century, Catholics in Britain and Ireland were held together by the 
furtive and dangerous celebration of Mass, which could lead to 
fines or imprisonment for those present or (in the earliest part of 
the penal period) death for the priest. This happened because of 
what Catholics believed about the Mass: about it being part of the 
Sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross, and the doctrine of                  
Transubstantiation. If these beliefs weren’t important to you, why 
would you risk your life to be there? Does the Mass mean the 
same to us? 

Secondly, and by contrast in a way, this year 2020 has seen    
Catholics deprived of the chance to go to Mass as never before. 
For some months, including the crucial period of Holy Week and 
Easter, people in this country were only able to join in Mass 
through modern technology – which meant many were excluded. 
We know that livestreamed Masses have been a source of strength 
for many of you; but it was still odd (not least for priests) and for 
many still is. The public Masses we have resumed in the last few 
weeks have been odd too, and will remain so for some time. What 
are we learning from all this about the relationship between our 
faith and our public worship? How have we worshipped at home? 
As we continue to live through the Covid-19 crisis we need as a 
community to find ways of sharing our experiences and feelings 
with each other. This is a good point to express thanks to the  
stewards and cleaners who are enabling public worship to happen 
again. We’re fortunate here that even before the current crisis        
hundreds of people were watching our Masses all over the world. 

Finally, the beliefs which undergird our worship have to be      
authentic. The picture here is of the first trip outside the Italian 
mainland made by Pope Francis after his election back in 2013 to 
the island of Lampedusa in the Mediterranean. He went there to 
pray for refugees who were drowned trying to cross from North 
Africa and to offer Mass for them, as shown, using an altar       
constructed out of a shipwrecked boat. This act of worship was a 
statement – a political statement – about the Catholic Church’s 
solidarity with the poorest in the world. The worship we offer has 
to be similarly grounded in authentic Catholic doctrine: it’s all too 
easy for pseudo-worship to celebrate unworthy things, such as the 
glorification of war.  

So as part of how we want to renew parish life we will be praying 
and thinking about the way we worship, and about the ways in 

which our worship has to be central to the Church’s mission. 
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COLLECTION  
Last week’s online collection came to £2592.73 

Thank you 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
All Masses are live streamed.   

If you are attending Mass please wear a face covering 
 

Sunday 2 August  Eighteenth Sunday 

   9.30 am   Rosaleen Vesey RIP  

    Enid Duggan RIP 

   5.30 pm   Richard Graves RIP 

 

Monday 3 August  Feria 

10.00 am   Jeanne & Pierre Champetier and 

    Nancy & Stephen Dennis RIP 

11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

  6.00 pm   Ints of the Doran family 

  
Tuesday 4 August  St John Vianney 

10.00 am   Fr Christopher Sexton RIP 

11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

  6.00 pm   Andrew Martin RIP  

 
Wednesday 5 August Feria 
 10.00 am   Elijah Mukore in thanksgiving 

 11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

   6.00 pm   Joan & Tony Pennock RIP 
 

Thursday 6 August  The Transfiguration of the Lord 
 10.00 am   Kay & May Steptoe 
   6.00 pm   Josie Croft RIP 

 
Friday 7 August  St Sixtus II 
 10.00 am   Audrey Brown RIP  
 11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

   6.00 pm   Ints of Eileen Lynch  

   
Saturday 8 August  St Dominic 
10.00 am   Decd Benefactors & Promotors of 
    the Claver Sisters 
11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 
 5 - 5.45 pm   Lady Chapel Confession 
  6.00 pm    Enid Duggan RIP 

    For the people 

 

Sunday 9 August  Nineteenth Sunday 

   9.30 am   Patrick Dowling RIP  

    Anthony Leonard RIP 

   5.30 pm   Martin Calver RIP 

     

We pray for those who have died recently:  Ellie Jones, Maureen Young, Adrian Lasrado, Collette Hanley, Thressiama Winson,     
Andrew Doherty, Lucy Duca, Edward Hinds, Andrew Callaghan, Roger Leach, Vincent Silveira, Sr Maria Carla, Harry Dalton and Richard 
Wallner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Helen Michael, Maria Rossi, Edna Cahill, Lena O’Flynn and Eleanor Reed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We pray for the sick:  Angela, Frank & Aloysius Braganza, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John 
Crouch, Kevin Curtis, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, 
Cecil Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Emma-Jane, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Rosleen Flemming, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika 
Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Mary 
Hisee, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Mim Jennings, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, 
Pierre Lane, Chris Lawley, Rosy Lobo, Peter May, Pat McAvoy, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor 
Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Marco Oliveri, Gretta O’Reilly, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret 
Pietrzyk, Trevor Scott, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, Vincent Silveira, Siobhan, Mike Slemen, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Deborah 
Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan &  Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 

Readings for Nineteenth Sunday 
               1 Kings 19:9,11-13       Psalm 85 
               Romans 9:1-5              Matthew 14:22-33 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
If you would like to book a Mass please email                 
beckenham@rcaos.org.uk with the intention and your      
contact number so we can arrange it for you.  Alternatively 
put an envelope through the office door with your request 
and a contact number.         

SCHOOLS ADMISSIONS 
If you have any forms or enquiries relating to admission to 
Catholic primary or secondary schools please direct them 
to Fr Ashley, rather than to the other clergy or to the parish 
office. 

Please remember the church doors will be closed  
5 minutes before the start of Mass 

Cafod/DEC Coronavirus appeal  
The Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC), which    
includes Cafod, has recently launched an emergency 
appeal to support the poorest communities throughout 
the world who have been affected by this pandemic. For 
example, families from Syria, South Sudan, DR Congo, 
who have been forced to flee their homes and have lost 
everything; they now live in refugee camps where    
maintaining good sanitation can be very difficult. If you 
are able, please consider donating to this appeal to help 
those even less fortunate than ourselves. Details can be 
found online at www.cafod.org.uk. Thank you to those of 
you who donated to Cafod's appeal earlier during the        
pandemic. 

 
 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
The office will be staffed from Monday 3 August but will 
NOT be open to personal callers yet.  Please email us on 
beckenham@rcaos.org.uk or telephone 020 8650 0970.  
You can also drop a note through our door and we will 
get in touch with you. 
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Fr. Ashley Beck - 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
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17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Salesian Sisters  

25 Village Way, BR3 3NA   
020 8650 6313 

patdevine13@gmail.com 
Missionary Sisters of  

St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 

020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

 

SETTING SAIL FOR THE PERIPHERIES 

2020 has been a year of upheaval, anxiety, loss, sorrow, and 
great challenge. But amidst all of this I hope you are still a 
people of faith, a people of prayer, and that means of course 
praying with faith. As you do this, I hope you will pray        
especially for this parish and its direction, development and 
future. 

Over the last couple of years, the clergy team has been   
discussing five key areas of parish life. These are Personal 
Witness, Liturgy, Faith & Formation, Pastoral Outreach and 
Organisation. Throughout this process we have been looking 
at what we have done, how we do things and how we can do 
things better. This is not so that we can tick a box, pat     
ourselves on the back and congratulate one another on what 
a fine job we are doing, but so that we can truly and         
effectively serve every member of St Edmund’s community 
and indeed those who live in our neighbourhood and wider 
locality, with  priority given to those in great need. How do 
we draw people to holiness, to greater faith, to become    
confident in living their faith? 

The inspiration and catalyst for the clergy coming together 
was Fr James Mallon’s book, Divine Renovation: From a 
Maintenance to a Missional Parish, which was published in 
2014. I think I have mentioned it to you before. Essentially, it 
is a blueprint for vibrant parish renewal. Every parish is in 
need of this, St Edmund’s is no exception. We are by and 
large a parish that maintains itself whereas we need to be 
more outreaching, more imaginative and more visionary. 
Above all we need to ask the Holy Spirit to help us become a 
growing community known for its love and respect, honesty 
and courage, and its compassion and forgiveness. These 
values need to shine out in all that we do. All of us have a 
role to play in this and we start right now by praying for it. 

In Divine Renovation, Fr Mallon recalls how Cardinal Jorge 
Bergoglio (the future Pope Francis) when at the conclave 
that eventually elected him pope, described in a reflection 
the type of pontiff the church needs in the world today.     
Essentially Bergoglio said he would have to be a person who 
would help the Church remember and sustain her true     
identity, i.e. to come out from itself and evangelise, to go to 
the peripheries. If it fails to do this the Church is in danger of 
becoming self-referential and sick. This self referentiality 
ends up with the Church glorifying itself instead of Christ. 
Because of its loss of identity, its sickness, the Church has 
become a house of pain. 

When I describe St Edmund’s as a maintenance parish, I do 
not want in any way to appear derogatory. Maintaining a  
parish well is an admiral achievement: doing things well in 
liturgy, catechesis and administration to name a few areas of 
parish life, is to be encouraged. Also, there are individuals 

and groups who go far beyond a maintainable existence.  
But we need to move forward, still maintaining what we do 
well but now with a new missional thrust, where, as disciples 
we both seek to deepen our relationship with Jesus Christ 
and share the treasure of faith with others. This is not 
change for change sake, this is all about becoming what we 
are meant to be as individuals and as a parish community, 
evangelising disciples, helping others as well as each other 
to reach salvation. 

Fr Mallon says that we can change meetings and courses in 
our parishes but real change ‘is nothing less than changing 
the culture of the parish, which ultimately means a           
conversion of our values’. The clergy team here at St       
Edmunds named the following values borne out of love as 
key: Respect, Honesty, Courage, Forgiveness, Growth. We 
can agree they are commendable, or we can get on and live 
them radically in the power of the Spirit. My sincere hope is 
that we not only choose the latter but embrace it. 

Thank you for the great love and faith, courage and         
generosity you have displayed in helping one another during 
the pandemic. You are an inspiration to me and many      
others. However, as you go about doing good works please 
pray and think on how we can move forward. The image that 
comes to me right now as I close, is of a sailing ship that has 
spent too long in the harbour, finally setting sail on the ocean 
seas.      
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COLLECTION  
Last week’s online collection came to £2403.01 

Thank you 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
All Masses are live streamed.   

If you are attending Mass please wear a face covering 
 

Sunday 26 July  Seventeenth Sunday 

   9.30 am   Peter Warren RIP  

    For the people 

   4.00 pm   Benediction  

   5.30 pm   Josie Croft RIP 

 

Monday 27 July  Feria 

10.00 am   Denis Butler RIP (1st ann) 

11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

  6.00 pm   Leonard Pope RIP (1st ann) 

  
Tuesday 28 July  Feria 

10.00 am   Andrew Martin RIP 

11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

  6.00 pm   Ann Elmer RIP  

 
Wednesday 29 July  St Martha 
 10.00 am   Bridie & Joe Curran RIP 

 11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

   6.00 pm   Fr Anthony Quinn RIP 
 

Thursday 30 July  St Peter Chrysologus 
 10.00 am   Eileen Curley RIP & the wellbeing of 
    her granddaughter Carmel Cardiff 
 11.00 am   Requiem of Barry Marchant 

   6.00 pm   Pablo & Sonia Rodriguez 

 
Friday 31 July  St Ignatius of Loyola 
 10.00 am   Laurie Pensa & Olga Chalker RIP  
 11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

   6.00 pm   Clergy & Parishioners of St Edmund’s  

   
Saturday 1 August  St Alphonsus Liguori 
10.00 am   Gerard Hannan RIP 
11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 
 5 - 5.45 pm   Lady Chapel Confession 
  6.00 pm    Crescenzo & Delisa Panetta RIP 

    For the people 

 

Sunday 2 August  Eighteenth Sunday 

   9.30 am   Rosaleen Vesey RIP  

    Enid Duggan RIP 

   5.30 pm   Richard Graves RIP 

     

We pray for those who have died recently:  Ellie Jones, Maureen Young, Adrian Lasrado, Collette Hanley, Thressiama Winson,     
Andrew Doherty, Lucy Duca, Edward Hinds, Andrew Callaghan, Fr Anthony Meredith SJ, Barry Marchant, Roger Leach, Vincent Silveira, 
Sr Maria Carla and Harry Dalton. 

 
 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  John Deering, Barbara Davies, Malcolm Paes, Denis Butler, Leonard Pope, 
Peter Brabyn, John Xamena, Babies Olivia & Isabella English, Betty Clark, Anthony Pinkett, John Cameron McShane, Peter Warren, 
Ivan Farnon, Peter Devine, Cormac Hargreaves, Jess Jaworski, Joy Scully, Joanne Cummins-Hylton, Eileen Curley and Christina Byrne 

 
 
 
 

We pray for the sick:  Angela, Frank & Aloysius Braganza, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John 
Crouch, Kevin Curtis, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, 
Cecil Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Emma-Jane, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Rosleen Flemming, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika 
Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Mary 
Hisee, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Catherine Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Lane, Chris Lawley, 
Rosy Lobo, Peter May, Pat McAvoy, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, 
Marco Oliveri, Gretta O’Reilly, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Trevor Scott, Mary 
Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, Vincent Silveira, Siobhan, Mike Slemen, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, 
Susan &  Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 

300 Club 

The prize-winners for July are: 
 £100 - Tony Scurfield (no 25) 

     £75 - Bernard Wilson (no 17) 
£50 - Steve Croft (no 128) 

    £25 - Robin Hoyles (no 172) 
Congratulations 

Readings for Eighteenth Sunday 
               Isaiah 55:1-3              Psalm 144 
               Romans 8:35,37-39       Matthew 14:13-21 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
To book a Mass please email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
with the intention and your contact number so we can     
arrange it for you.  Alternatively put an envelope through the 
office door with your request and a contact number.        
Currently no one is working in the office so it may take    
several days to confirm. 

SCHOOLS ADMISSIONS 
If you have any forms or enquiries relating to admission to 
Catholic primary or secondary schools please direct them 
to Fr Ashley, rather than to the other clergy or to the parish 
office. 

Please remember the church doors will be closed  
5 minutes before the start of Mass 

Cafod/DEC Coronavirus appeal  
The Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC), which    
includes Cafod, has recently launched an emergency 
appeal to support the poorest communities throughout 
the world who have been affected by this pandemic. For 
example, families from Syria, South Sudan, DR Congo, 
who have been forced to flee their homes and have lost 
everything; they now live in refugee camps where    
maintaining good sanitation can be very difficult. If you 
are able, please consider donating to this appeal to help 
those even less fortunate than ourselves. Details can be 
found online at www.cafod.org.uk. Thank you to those of 
you who donated to Cafod's appeal earlier during the        
pandemic. 



CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 

Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP 
Email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
Website: www.saintedmunds.net 
020 8650 0970   
Parish Office - CLOSED 
 
Fr. Steve Wymer - Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
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BEING FAITHFUL TO THE MISSION 

 
EARLIER THIS MONTH it was announced that the Italian    
conductor and composer Ennio Morricone had died. His    
output of works was prolific (some of us are old enough to 
remember at least the music of  the 1966 film The Good, the 
Bad and the Ugly) but for many he’s indelibly associated with 
the 1986 classic The Mission. The picture shows the powerful 
scene towards the end of the film when the Jesuit priest played 
by Jeremy Irons stands in front of those about to be       
slaughtered or enslaved holding the Sacred Host in the      
monstrance. I hadn’t realised until recently that the famous 
American Jesuit Fr Dan Berrigan, about whom I have often 
written in the newsletter or on parish social media, was an 
adviser to those making the film and had a small part in it. 
 
In recent weeks the Catholic Church has given general support 
to many aspects of the Black Lives Matter movement in     
different parts of the world, and some of us have written about 
it (https://catholicsocialthought.org.uk/statues-should-they-
stay-or-should-they-go/). Many of the protests have rightly 
focussed on historical individuals associated with slavery – it 
is important at least to question the public honouring of such 
people through statues and other memorials. Slavery is       
actually an issue (like war and the death penalty) where our 
teaching has developed and become more focussed over the 
years, as is true of others. Although from the earliest times 
Christianity attracted converts from those who were slaves in 
the Roman Empire, which helped to weaken the institution, at 
many times Christians colluded with it and in the empire it 
lasted quite a long time after Christianity had become the  
established religion; and in other contexts the Church has been 
shamefully slow to condemn the trafficking and ownership of 
human beings, created in God’s image, by other human     
beings. The Church’s current commitment to the campaign 

against human trafficking and slavery, spearheaded in this 
country by our own Bishop Pat Lynch, symbolises how      
important we see the issue now – you will be aware that this is 
under the patronage of St Josephine Bakhita, and it is also part 
of the heritage of  the Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver in 
this parish – you may remember a special Mass we celebrated 
in his honour with the bishop a few years ago. 
 
The Mission is actually about slavery, and the writing of correct 
and true history about slavery: when the film came out many    
people, even Catholics, knew little about the history of the    
Jesuit missions in the Amazon in the mid-18th century. I don’t 
need to rehearse the plot of the film, which remains as moving 
and powerful as it was thirty-four years ago. The Jesuits are 
firm in their   belief (like Peter Claver a century before) that the 
men, women and children in the tribes are human beings with 
an inalienable dignity: they are brought to faith in Christ and 
the communities we see in the film are centred on the Gospel. 
They are at odds with Spanish and especially Portuguese     
racketeers intent on making money from trading in human   
beings. The cardinal in the film (played by Roy Kinnear)     
recognises all this, but the Church is very weak and unable to 
stand up to the Spanish and Portuguese empires. Indeed the 
hostility of the Portuguese in particular to the Jesuits portrayed 
in the film would lead shortly afterwards to the almost        
complete suppression of the order for nearly sixty years (this 
hostility is thought to have been rooted in the strength of Free-
masonry). The film shows clearly how fatal it always is for the 
Church to be beholden to the powerful, the rich, monarchs and 
rulers: we must always be the Church of the poor and the     
oppressed – we should know how in our own time to be on the 
right side of history, having got things wrong in the past. It is   
particularly important in this country at a time when there is so 
much false history being peddled by those in power.   
 
The Church has grown in understanding of God’s will               
immeasurably since the 1750s: so the story of the Jesuit      
missions needs to be re-told, to help us now as we try to look at 
the world through the eyes of religious faith. 
 
So if you have time and access to it, why not watch the film 
(again perhaps)? This can be a way of understanding the 
Church’s renewed opposition to slavery and the importance of 
telling history truthfully as we also stand alongside all those in 
the world who are victims of racism. Pray too for Bishop Pat 

and those who lead the Church’s witness in this, and for      
vocations to the religious life, particularly the Jesuits and the 
Sisters of St Peter Claver.  
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COLLECTION  
Last week’s online collection came to £2773.17 

Thank you 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
Intentions that have had to be moved due to Mass cancellation will  

be offered on the closest possible date. 
 

Sunday 19 July  Sixteenth Sunday 

   9.30 am   Joan & Freda Locke  

    For the people 

   5.30 pm   Ekong & Edet families - in thanksgiving 

 
Monday 20 July  St Apollinaris 

10.00 am   Christina Carroll RIP 

11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

  6.00 pm   Marjorie Bradshaw RIP 

  
Tuesday 21 July  St Lawrence of Brindisi 

10.00 am   Ints of Sandy Misquitta 

11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

  6.00 pm   John Hunt  

 
Wednesday 22 July  St Mary Magdelene 
 10.00 am   Fr David Rea RIP 

 11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

   6.00 pm   All persecuted born & unborn children 

 
Thursday 23 July  St Bridget 
 10.00 am   Noeline Fernando RIP (ann) 
 11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

   6.00 pm   Phil Mockler RIP 

 
Friday 24 July  Saint Sharbel Makhlūf 
 10.00 am   Josie Croft RIP  
 11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

   6.00 pm   Joan Wells RIP  

   
Saturday 25 July  St James 

10.00 am   Fr Geoffrey Nixon RIP 
11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 
 5 - 5.45 pm   Lady Chapel Confession 
  6.00 pm    Tony Gaughan RIP 

 
Sunday 26 July  Seventeenth Sunday 

   9.30 am   Peter Warren RIP  

    For the people 

   5.30 pm   Josie Croft RIP 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Ellie Jones, Maureen Young, Adrian Lasrado, Collette Hanley, Thressiama Winson,     
Andrew Doherty, Lucy Duca, Edward Hinds, Andrew Callaghan, Fr Anthony Meredith SJ, Barry Marchant, Roger Leach, Vincent Silveira, 
Sr Maria Carla, Harry Dalton, Doris M Sherif, Andrew Martin and Nicholas Lash  

 
 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Christina Carroll, Thomas Alfred Morris, Helen Gardner Richards, Joanna 
Duguid, Joseph McHugh, Oswaldo Paya, Harold Cepero, Matthew Mukuro, Liam Bernard Hayes, Tomek Lehnert, Daphne Hoyles, Josie 
Croft and Thomas Brown. 

 
 
 
 

We pray for the sick:  Angela, Frank & Aloysius Braganza, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John 
Crouch, Kevin Curtis, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, 
Cecil Dutton, Maghbole Ebrahimy, Emma-Jane, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Rosleen Flemming, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika 
Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Mary 
Hisee, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Catherine Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Lane, Chris Lawley, 
Rosy Lobo, Peter May, Pat McAvoy, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, 
Marco Oliveri, Gretta O’Reilly, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Trevor Scott, Mary 
Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, Vincent Silveira, Siobhan, Mike Slemen, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, 
Susan &  Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 

Readings for Seventeenth Sunday 
               1 Kings 3:5,7-12       Psalm 119 
               Romans 8:28-30               Matthew 13:44-52 

A WORD FROM FR STEVE

BAPTISM PREPARATION COURSE - CANCELLED 
The Baptism preparation course due to take place this 

Sunday,19 July is cancelled. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
To book a Mass please email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
with the intention and your contact number so we can ar-
range it for you.  Alternatively put an envelope through the 
office door with your request and a contact number.  As no 
one is currently working in the office, it may take several 
days to confirm. 

SCHOOLS ADMISSIONS 
If you have any forms or enquiries relating to admission to 
Catholic primary or secondary schools please direct them 
to Fr Ashley, rather than to the other clergy or to the parish 
office. 

THANK YOU JOSEPH 
By the time you read this Joseph will have left St Edmund’s 
to be with his family in Welling for the remains of the    
summer. He resumes his studies at St John’s Seminary, 
Wonersh in September.  
Joseph arrived on 23th June last year, the feast of St    
Anthony of Padua of whom we have a statue in our church. 
It was the beginning of his Extended Pastoral Placement 
and would last a year. The purpose of the EPP was for 
Joseph to gain experience and understanding of what it is 
to be a priest in a parish, especially in an active demanding 
one such as ours. I’m sure Joseph has made a mental 
note of what to do and in some cases when observing me, 
what not to do, as a future priest!  
It’s been a real pleasure and joy to have Joseph with us. 
He has been a great support to the clergy team and the 
staff here at St Edmund’s but particularly to Fr Simplicio 
and myself during the time of the pandemic when staff 
were furloughed and there was much work to be done. 
I know you all appreciated his gentle and thoughtful     
manner, his talent as a musician and his sensitive and   
insightful evening reflections. Indeed, there are other    
qualities I could add but perhaps not for now. 
I have asked Joseph if he would be willing to come back to 
our parish at some future date when we can all gather 
safely to say thank you to him and he said he would be 
delighted to do so. 
However, for now I would like to express on your behalf our 
thanks to Joseph for his friendship and support and to   
assure him of our prayers now and for the future. 

Please remember the church doors will be closed  
5 minutes before the start of Mass 
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STEP INTO THE LIGHT 

Jesus tells us in this Sunday’s Gospel that “whoever 
acknowledges me before men, I will acknowledge before my 
Father who is in heaven”. To confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord might not seem like a difficult thing to some of us. We 
might say ‘I go to Mass’, ‘I say my prayers’, ‘I do good things’ 
and as such we may not deny our faith; we might even talk 
about it to others on occasion. However, do we really believe 
that He is our Lord? 
 
If indeed, as Jesus says, there is nothing that is “hidden that 
will not be known”, can we be confident that our thoughts, 
our hidden secrets and habits, will proclaim Jesus when they 
are revealed? Ok, they may not be revealed during our 
earthly lifetime, but they certainly will when we come before 
the throne of God. If all that is done in the dark will be 
brought into light, then there is nowhere that any of us can 
ultimately hide.  
 
But let’s not be afraid of this! 
 
“Fear not” Jesus tells us! God, of course, doesn’t want us to 
be trapped in fear or sin, but rather freed in His love. This 
means that we are called to painfully hand over to Him all 
that troubles us most, all that we struggle with most and not 
be afraid of judgement or shame. We are challenged to do 
the difficult thing of rising above the fear of losing our own 
lives, so that they might be saved (Matthew 16:25). Many of 
us might be tempted to ‘put off’ giving these things to Jesus. 
‘Another time’ we might say to ourselves. 
 
But now is the time. 
 
If we have learned anything during this pandemic and     
lockdown, perhaps it is how fragile our world and society are. 
Jesus calls us to turn to Him now in a deeper surrender. For, 
when we put our trust in Him, we are able to rise above the 
fears of this life, and of this world. Indeed, Jesus tells us not 
to fear “those who kill the body”. We might include viruses 
and sicknesses in this. He tells us to rather fear “him who 
can destroy both body and soul in hell”. Why does Jesus say 
this if He doesn’t want us to be afraid? 
 
It is clear that hell is a real place and we must not be under 
any illusion that it is a myth or a medieval creation. Jesus 
speaks of hell to urge us not to cling to earthly cares and 
desires (or fears) that will destroy our soul, but to trust in 
Him; to trust in the Father who cares for the sparrows and 
even more so for us. 
 
So let us make a greater effort this week to be more ear-
nest in our prayer and worship. We can go to Mass and          
Confession, if we are able, and surrender ourselves to God 
more deeply. Or perhaps, if we are unable to go to Church 

for whatever reason, we can just make a simple prayer in 
our rooms, in our homes, calling upon Jesus to come and 
be with us – asking for His love and forgiveness, calling 
upon Him to fill us with His grace and power. And we can 
do this many times throughout the day, or just stop and 
pause for an extended time of silence, inviting the Holy 
Spirit.  
 
St. Paul urges us to “pray all the time” (1 Thessalonians 
5:17) and so there’s no limit to how often we can lift a    
prayer to God. And this prayer doesn’t have to be a ‘Hail 
Mary’ or an ‘Our Father’ or a ‘set’ prayer. As St. Therese of 
Lisieux tells us, prayer is “a surge of the heart” or “a simple 
look turned toward heaven”. It doesn’t have to be a         
laborious thing, but a trusting, natural and easy thing. It is 
much like a trusting child just having a conversation with 
their loving Father or Mother. Thus, let us be confident in 
making our prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am leaving you at the end of this week and I am truly 
grateful for journeying with many of you in faith, for your 
love, example and welcome. I trust that you will continue to 
keep me in your prayers as I will continue to pray for you 
all. Maybe, who knows, I will see you again in the future if it 
is God’s will? 
 
Graciously in Christ,                                                 Joseph 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com


COLLECTION  
Last week’s online collection came to £4089.80 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
Intentions that have had to be moved due to Mass cancellation will  

be offered on the closest possible date. 
 

Sunday 12 July  Fifteenth Sunday 

   9.30 am   Ints of Sandy Misquitta & family 

   5.30 pm   Patrick Chambers RIP 

 
Monday 13 July  St Mildred 

  9.00 am   The Dennis family & their lost babies 

10.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

  6.00 pm   Rosanna Dominissini RIP 

  
Tuesday 14 July  Feria 

  9.00 am   Nora Flynn 

10.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

  6.00 pm   Monica Grima RIP (live-streamed only) 

  7.30 pm   Evening Reflection 

 
Wednesday 15 July  St Bonaventure 
   9.00 am   Maglo Netto RIP 

 10.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 
   6.00 pm   Roy Brocklehurst RIP (ann) 

 
Thursday 16 July  Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
   9.00 am   Matthew Mukuro RIP 
 10.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

   6.00 pm   George Mariathas (live-streamed only) 

   7.30 pm   Evening Reflection 

 
Friday 17 July  Feria 
   9.00 am   Eileen Donovan  
 10.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 
   6.00 pm   Michael Lennon RIP (ann) 

   
Saturday 18 July  Our Lady 
   9.00 am   Deceased Benefactors & Promotors 
    of the Claver Sisters 
10.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 
 5 - 5.45 pm   Lady Chapel Confession 
   6.00 pm    Crescenzo & Delisa Panetta RIP 

 
Sunday 19 July  Sixteenth Sunday 

   9.30 am   Joan & Freda Locke  

    For the people 

   5.30 pm   Ekong & Edet families - in thanksgiving 

     

We pray for those who have died recently:  Ellie Jones, Maureen Young, Adrian Lasrado, Collette Hanley, Thressiama Winson,     
Andrew Doherty, Lucy Duca, Edward Hinds, Andrew Callaghan, Fr Anthony Meredith SJ, Barry Marchant, Roger Leach, Vincent Silveira, 
Sr Maria Carla and Harry Dalton 

 

 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Ethna Fitzgerald, John Sullivan, Anna Newton, Madeleine Hopson, Geoff  
Wallis, Joyce Greaves, Anthony Guinle, Margaret Theodorides, Clifford Moore, and Charles Boulton.  

 
 
 

 

We pray for the sick:  Angela, Fr Michael Bateman, Frank & Aloysius Braganza, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge 
Corrigan-Zorilla, John Crouch, Kevin Curtis, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas 
Dunford, Alex Dufort, Cecil Dutton, Maghbole Ebrahimy, Emma-Jane, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Rosleen Flemming, Mary Flood, Flora, 
Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Eileen Hayes,      
Kathleen Hayes, Mary Hisee, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Catherine Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Lane, Chris Lawley, 
Peter May, Pat McAvoy, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Marco     
Oliveri, Gretta O’Reilly, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Trevor Scott, Mary 
Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, Vincent Silveira, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan &  
Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 

Readings for Fifteenth Sunday 
               Wisdom 12:13, 16-19        Psalm 86 
               Romans 8:26-27                Matthew 13:24-43 

A WORD FROM FR STEVE

As Masses are gradually opening to congregations, the 
church will no longer be open for private prayer  

outside Mass times 

BAPTISM PREPARATION COURSE - CANCELLED 
The preparation course due to take place next Sunday,  

19 July is cancelled. 

THANK YOU 
‘Whatever your work is, put your heart into it as if it were for 
the Lord and not for men, knowing that the Lord will repay 
you by making you his heirs.’ [Colossians 3:23] 
 
As you know our church is now open for Sunday and   
weekday Mass. As well as the 9.00am weekday Mass we 
have now added 6.00pm Mass on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday so there are plenty of opportunities to fulfil the 
Sunday Obligation. Confession is also available 5.00 – 
5.45pm on Saturday.  
 
But, of course none of this would be possible if it were not 
for the commitment and dedication of the stewarding and 
cleaning team who come in regularly to make all this     
possible. So, on behalf of the clergy and parishioners I 
would like to sincerely thank them.  
 

DON’T BE ANONYMOUS 
Last week I had a letter from someone who objected 
strongly to the implementation of track and trace. The letter 
was signed, ‘Yours sincerely, a disillusioned parishioner.’ 
With all due respect to the person concerned, I wish he or 
she had shown the courage to sign the letter instead of 
remaining comfortably anonymous. Then perhaps we could 
have discussed the matter together in Christian charity and 
in a dignified manner.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
A priest full of hope. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
If you would like to book a Mass please email               
beckenham@rcaos.org.uk with the intention and your   
contact number so we can arrange it for you.  Alternatively 
put an envelope through the office door with your request 
and a contact number.  As no one is currently working in 
the office, it may take several days to confirm. 

SCHOOLS ADMISSIONS 
If you have any forms or enquiries relating to admission to 
Catholic primary or secondary schools please direct them 
to Fr Ashley, rather than to the other clergy or to the parish 
office. 
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