
It’s some time now since a bishop last came to St Edmund’s to    
celebrate Mass, but something to notice at such a Mass is that at 

the beginning, instead of saying The Lord be with you a bishop 
says Peace be with you.  This seemingly unimportant act joins 

the bishop, as the local successor of the apostles, to the appear-
ances of the risen Christ: both in Luke and John Our Lord greets 
his disciples repeatedly with these words, which he only uses 

after his resurrection.  So we heard them in last Sunday’s      
account in John of Jesus with the Twelve, and then with Thomas, 

in the ‘upper room’, and this Sunday in a similar account in the 
gospel of Luke (from chapter 24).  The picture here is of the  

cenacle in Jerusalem, which some of you may have visited, the 
traditional site of the upper room. What does it all mean? 

In the gospel accounts, and in the life of the Church, Easter   

season and Eastertide are marked by overwhelming joy.  The 
impossible has happened, the gloom of death, bereavement and 

despair have come to an end.  But for the Twelve, seeing the 
Lord again must also have had a disturbing and uneasy dimen-
sion: they hadn’t been good or loyal friends, running away; their 

leader, moreover, had denied knowing Jesus after his arrest and 
one of their number had actually betrayed him. There must have 

been some awkward shuffling of feet, a reluctance to look Jesus 
in the eye.  The gospel of John tells us somewhere that Jesus 

always knew what was going on in someone’s heart: he would 
have known all this.  

Therefore we can see the risen Jesus’ greeting in this light. It’s a 

message of reconciliation; he is stretching out his hands (his 
wounded hands) to his useless friends.  We don’t know whether 
they attempted to apologise, (‘Sorry, I didn’t mean to let you 

down’, ‘You don’t mind, do you?’) but with these words Jesus 
takes the initiative, offering them forgiveness and mercy.  This  

has been a constant message of Pope Francis - last Sunday on 
Divine Mercy Sunday, in the special Year of Mercy we had a 

few years ago, and on countless occasions: God takes the       
initiative, he doesn’t wait for us to realise our need for            

forgiveness.  

The bishop’s greeting at the beginning of Mass makes this greet-
ing of the risen Christ the greeting of the Church.  We yearn for 

many physical expressions of worship which are part of the 
Mass, most of which we have been forbidden to practice for over 

a year now because of the pandemic, and one of the saddest gaps 
in the Mass is the expression of the sign of Peace.  In a Catholic 
Mass we normally exchange this shortly before we receive Holy 

Communion; we’re asked to show our unity with one another 
before we presume to take the Lord’s Body and Blood.  The  

recovery of a proper sign of peace is one of the most important 
fruits of the reforms of worship ushered in by the Second      

Vatican Council; it is also a challenge to selfish individualism 
which can so easily poison our worship.  Perhaps we will value it 
more when we get it back because we’ve been deprived of it. 

Perhaps when we can do it again our hugs or handshakes will be 
particularly warm. 

The Church also proclaims Peace be with you to a world riven, 

like the world of the 1st century Roman Empire, by divisions 
and violence.  Christian teaching about peace, and our ever-

stronger rejection of war and violence, takes its inspiration from 
the reconciliation between God and humanity brought about by 

Jesus’ death on the Cross and his rising from the dead. In our 
parish Lent course we focussed on Pope Francis’ letter Fratelli 

Tutti and in this letter there’s a strong denunciation of war and a 
moving away from ways in which Christians have accommodat-

ed war over the centuries. There is still a lot of war and           
militarism around us: the message of Easter, and of the gospel 
reading for this Sunday, offers humanity a better path. Peace be 

with you! 

Fr Ashley 
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On hearing the sad news of the              
announcement of the death of His Royal 
Highness The Duke of Edinburgh,      
Archbishop John issued the following 
statement: 
  

On behalf of the Catholic Community of the Archdiocese 
of Southwark, I wish to express my profound sorrow at 
the news of the death of His Royal Highness The Duke of 
Edinburgh.                                      
  
In union with the entire nation, we mourn the loss of not 
only an esteemed and respected member of the Royal 
Family, but also a man who exemplified the very best 
qualities of courage, fortitude and loyalty. Although born 
into a very different world, his example and witness leave 
us, here in this present age, with a lasting and enduring 
legacy of the timeless paradigm of duty and service.  
  
In this season of Eastertide, when we celebrate the     
resurrection of the Lord Jesus and his victory over death, 
we pray that His Royal Highness will rest in peace and 
rise in glory. We also remember in our prayers Her     
Majesty the Queen and all members of the Royal Family 
at this sad time, offering to them our sincerest             
condolences.                      . 
 

 

We are delighted that Russell Duddy, who has 
been a member of the RCIA class was  
confirmed at last weekend’s Saturday vigil 
Mass. 

 
           BAPTISM 

               Congratulations to the following children who 
have been baptised recently. 

 
Rafe James David Jenner Reed 
Alyssa Sofia Rodrigues Yusuf 

Julius Charles Gora 
Benjamin Akande Robert Sofoluke 

Jeremiah Leo Nii Okai Mensah Lomo 
Philippa Niamh Fear 

Euan Daithi Martin Ryan 
 

Many congratulations to them and to their families. 

 

 

On behalf of Aid to the Church in Need UK, we ask you to 
join us in prayer for the repose of the soul of His Royal 
Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, and to 
pray for Her Majesty The Queen and the Royal Family at 
this time.                                    .                     
  

The Christian faith of Prince Philip, with his Orthodox 
background, was one of the reasons for his engagement 
in so many important matters.  On a personal level, it has 
been a privilege to attend faith meetings at St George’s 
House, which Prince Philip founded in the grounds of 
Windsor Castle, and also to be made welcome to speak 
at Buckingham Palace.  In recent times, Aid to the 
Church in Need has greatly appreciated the engagement 
and support of HRH The Prince of Wales – who has   
provided vital help to persecuted Christians. 
  

Masses are being arranged through ACN for the repose 
of the soul of Prince Philip RIP.  We offer our sincere  
condolences and the assurance of prayers to HRH 
Queen Elizabeth and The Royal Family.                       . 
  

With thanks and united in hope and joy this Eastertide – 
Neville Kyrke Smith                                          
National Director, Aid to the Church in Need UK. 

Congratulations are in order too for Aisling McDonnell 
and Graham Murray who were married in the church 
on the afternoon of Easter Day. 
 
Graham and Aisling had been due to marry in Ireland 
last year, but this couldn’t happen so they were married 
at St Edmund’s with just six people present. 
 
We wish them a long and happy marriage. 

PRIEST TRAINING FUND  - SECOND COLLECTION 
24-25 April 

Next week is the World Day of Prayer for Vocations to 
the Priesthood and Religious Life.  As members of the 
Church, we are encouraged to pray earnestly for an 
increase in priestly and religious vocations.  Next week 
there will be a second collection in support of the 
Priest Training Fund, which pays for the formation of 
Southwark Seminarians and Deacons and the good 
work of our vocations team.  Please be generous to 
this appeal.  Your gifts will support seven men current-
ly in formation to the Priesthood for our Diocese.  You 
can donate  via www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/vocations.htm, 
or by telephone on 020 7960 2504 (office hours Mon-
day - Friday).  Thank you for your prayers 

 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
 

Gracious and loving God, 

we thank you for the gift of our priests; 

help them to be strong in their vocation 

and become instruments of your love and grace. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit to give courage and guidance 

to all those you are calling to the priesthood, 

diaconate and religious life in our Archdiocese. 

May those called hear your voice 

and respond wholeheartedly 

to become the person you created them to be. 
 

Heavenly Father, form us all in the likeness 

of your Son, Jesus Christ the Good Shepherd, 

so that we may love you more deeply 

and serve you more faithfully. 
 

We ask this through Christ Your Son, 

the Eternal High Priest 

Our parish would not be able to function as it does with-
out the hard work and dedication of Barbara & Rosemary 
in the parish office.  They do an incredible job and it is 
very much appreciated by me and the clergy team, and I 
am sure, by you the parishioners.   
Thank your Barbara and Rosemary.                           Fr Steve 
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Bishop Challoner School, our local      
Catholic independent school for girls and 
boys aged 3 to 18 has limited places 
available in Reception and Year 3 for 
this September.  Scholarships are avail-
able from Year 3.  Go to  
www.bishopchallonerschool.com to apply, or to 
register to watch our recent Virtual Open Morning   
video. 

BEFRIENDING IS AT THE 
HEART OF WHAT WE DO - 

SVP IN BECKENHAM 
One of my favourite TV shows, 
is Undercover Boss which is 
based in the US.  For those 
who have not seen the show, it 

deals with the CEO of a major corporation, the size of 
McDonalds or KFC for example, going undercover so 
that the employees do not know who he is.  The CEO 
pretends that he wants to learn about the business, 
serving in the restaurant or in the backroom in a ware-
house.  During the course of his visit, around a week or 
more, he discovers some personal insights into his 
employees.  These can range from an employee who 
has a close relative needing an urgent medical opera-
tion; or a single parent needing help with a child’s 
schooling or college fees etc.  
The employee is then invited to meet the CEO at his 
HQ and discovers the truth about the CEO’s visit.  The 
CEO expresses his deep concern about his employ-
ee’s hardships and difficulties in their personal lives 
and offers to alleviate the situation by giving funds to 
support his employee through the adversities they 
have to bear on a daily basis. 
Well, the SVP Conference in Beckenham, provides the 
same service.  Members are dedicated to tackling  
poverty in all its forms by providing practical assistance 
to people in need. There are many random acts of 
kindness sparking a chain of love.  One instance     
recently which compares with the show is where a 
young child desperately sought a keyboard.  With the 
assistance of the SVP not only did the child receive a 
brand-new keyboard but this was donated and deliv-
ered, entirely free of charge, by Yamaha of London. 
This is just one of many wonderful and uplifting stories 
of the SVP experience.  But there is much more to the 
SVP work in supporting disadvantaged families: doing 
weekly shopping for the housebound, giving donations 
for free meals, including meal vouchers and weekly 
and monthly telephone support; advice and help with 
housing and legal issues.  Each request for financial 
assistance is thoroughly reviewed and scrutinised by 
the Treasurer and the wider volunteer community    
before any funds are released. 
The core befriending service is however at the heart of 
the SVP ethos.  Hopefully this will return later this year, 
Covid permitting, with visits to the sick and elderly. 
 
Our modest income comes largely from the 4 second 
collections at Masses throughout the year and so the 
last 12 months have seen a significant drop in our in-
come and therefore our ability to respond to appeals 
for financial assistance.  If you would like to support 
SVP Beckenham, you can make a one-off donation, or 
you may be interested in setting up a regular monthly 
or annual amount to help us continue to be able to   
respond at a similar level in the future. 
  
Our account details are below, and please confirm 
your donation to TreasurerA190202@svp.org.uk who 
will send you a Gift Aid form to allow us to claim back 
the additional tax relief.   
 

Sort Code 60-60-04 
Account number 46076190    
 

Deacon Duncan Aitkins, SVP Chaplain 

 
We heard this week from Living Well that 
the level of donations that they usually    
receive has declined at the same time as 
the demand for their services is increasing, 
and because of this they are having to    
reduce the amount of food they are able to 
put in the food bags they give out. 

 
The items that they are nearly or completely out of are: 

 
Tinned vegetables 

Tinned pulses 
Tinned rice pudding 

Custard 
Toilet paper 

Shampoo/shower gel/toothpaste/deodorant 
 

We are sorry but the parish office cannot accept your 
donations at the moment and you will need to arrange 

for them to be taken to Holy Trinity. 

 

Drop off times are Tuesday 11.00 am - 1.00 pm and 
Thursday 12.30 pm - 2.00 pm. 

 

There are collection points at Sainsburys in Penge and 
on Beckenham Road and at Waitrose at Bromley 

South. 

 

Address : 66 Lennard Road Penge, SE20 7LX 
Tel : 020 8778 7258 

Email : hello@livingwell.life 

 
CHURCH PREMISES -  
NO 11 VILLAGE WAY 

You will all be aware that the last year  
brought significant financial challenges  
to many.  At St Edmund’s we have been 
lifted by our parishioner’s generosity but 
we are still in a difficult financial state. 
With the support of our Finance       
Committee, Fr Steve took the decision to 
rent out No 11 Village Way on a year’s 
lease.  This has brought in much needed 

regular     income.  The downside though is that as we 
move closer to re-starting some parish activities we will 
be unable to use No 11 for meetings, prayer groups,     
coffee mornings and lunches.  We will need to make 
more use of the Hall Mezzanine but as this can only be 
reached by stairs is not suitable for everyone to use.  
We will have to think of a way to enable some of our 
groups to  continue to meet so please pray for some 
inspiration for us. 
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IN THE CHURCH 
 

Sunday 18 April  Third Sunday of Easter 

  6.00 pm vigil Church  Richard & Mabel Graves RIP 

  9.30 am Church Ann Margaret Wood  RIP 

  Hall  Xavier Alphonse RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Mary Morley RIP 
 

Monday 19 April  Feria (St Alphege) 

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church Don O’Reilly RIP 

  6.00 pm Church Dec’d members of the Krawczyk  
    Family 
 

Tuesday 20 April  Feria 

10.00 am Church In thanks and for the wellbeing of  
    Sandra & Mark Clapson 

  6.00 pm Church Jay Mukoro RIP 
 

Wednesday 21 April St Anselm, Bishop & Doctor of  
    the Church 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church Bessie Boudville RIP  

  6.00 pm Church Welfare of Marie Francis 

 

Thursday 22 April  Feria 
10.00 am Church Mary Bradshaw 
  6.00 pm   Church  Patricia Hayes RIP (anniv) 
 

Friday 23 April  St George, Martyr, Patron of 
    England 
  9.30 am Church Rosary    
10.00 am Church Patrick Chambers RIP 
  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church Pat Gibney RIP (1st anniv) 
 

Saturday 24 April  Feria 
10.00 am Church Ints of Sr Sara Postlethwaite (40th  
    b’day) 

Confessions 
10.30 am to 11.00 and 5.00 pm to 5.55 pm    

6.00 pm vigil Church Ints of D’silvera Mawuli Abonie 
   

Sunday 25 April  Fourth Sunday of Easter 

    Good Shepherd Sunday 

  9.30 am Church Norah Mukoro 

  Hall  Private Intention 

  4.00 pm Church Adoration & Benediction 

  5.30 pm Church Mary McCarthy RIP 

 

Some intentions have had to be moved.  This is unavoidable 

and we apologise that we are unable to contact some of those 

who requested these Masses. 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is live-streamed on weekdays from 

11.00 am until 5.00 pm. 

There will be Benediction every Friday at 5.00 pm and on the fourth 
Sunday of each month there is Adoration and Benediction at 4.00 pm 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Raymond McGee, Helen Renshaw. Pauline Wood, Chris Durbin, Anthony Harte,   
Stanley Joseph Barnard, Monica Richardson, Jeannette Micallef, Frances Carroll, Marise Howells   

 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Ann Elmer, Martin Lynch, Kevin Twomey, Elizabeth O’Neill, Patricia Paa, 
Don O’Reilly, Fr Tony Pyle, Eileen Ridgeway, Catherine Shipton, Theresa Cooper, Josie Wait, Michael Howard, Edward Callaghan, 
Anthony Kilcullen, Mary (Maureen) Dickson,  
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John 
Crouch, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Helga de Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Sarah 
Dunmore, Cecil Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, 
Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen 
Hayes, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Honora Johnson, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Rosy Lobo, 
Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Robert Moyle, Eva Perjesi, John 
Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Philippa Tolley, 
Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield, Terry 
Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

ONLINE GIVING – CORONAVIRUS 
Whilst our church is closed the Coronavirus is affecting us 
materially as well as spiritually.  Bills keep coming.  A 
good many parishioners already give via standing order or 
electronically.  This is a real lifeline for the church.  If you 
can pay online, it not only assists with the admin but is 
also great for social distancing.  Our bank details are: 

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

 
Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite via the 

DONATE option. 

READINGS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

First Reading Acts 2:14a,36-41 
Psalm 23:1-6 

Second Reading 1 Peter 2:20b-25 
Gospel Reading John 10:1-10 

 

During this time when we are all trying to keep safe, our 
priests would prefer that you do not call at the Presbytery 

without first making an appointment. 
Our clergy can all be contacted by email and by phone 

(details on the front page). 
 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday.  

 
The Parish Office is closed. 

If you need assistance please email the office or leave a 
clear message on the phone. 

Your offerings last week amounted to £3465.85 
Thank you 
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