
LAST SUNDAY JESUS 
said these words in the 

gospel reading, to the 
background of what on-
lookers thought was a 
thunderclap: ‘Now is the 

judgment of this world, 
now the ruler of this 

world will be driven out. 
And when I am lifted up 

from the earth, I shall 
draw all people to my-

self.’ (John 12:31-32) 
These words should be 
ringing in our ears as we 
embark this weekend on 
the most sacred time of the 

year, Holy Week. The 
picture here shows Pope 
Francis last Good Friday 
lifting up the cross.  This 

weekend is also special for 
us here as we reopen for some public worship for the first time 
this year.  As you will imagine what we are doing this Palm  
Sunday and this week is different from what we did two years 
ago and before that because of current restrictions, but we still 

have a precious opportunity once more to enter into the suffer-
ings, death and triumph of the Lord.  Our thanks go to stewards, 
office staff, cleaners, singers, altar servers and readers for     
making all this possible this Holy Week.  Please make sure you 
abide by the regulations we have to follow to safeguard each 

other’s health and safety. 

Jesus says that he will ‘draw all people’ to himself.  During 
Lent we have been helped in our understanding of his words by 

the document we have focussed on in our parish Lent            
programme - the Holy Father’s new encyclical letter, Fratelli 
Tutti. We have had really good Zoom discussions after the 
Wednesday evening sessions and I am grateful to our webmaster 

Steve Hewitt for making the slides and links available on the 
parish website and to those who arranged for the talks to be   
recorded. During the Holy Father’s reflection on the parable of 
the Good Samaritan the Holy Father writes this: ‘Jesus asks us 

to be present to those in need of help, regardless of whether 
or not they belong to our social group…he challenges us to 

put aside all differences and, in the face of suffering, to draw 
near to others with no questions asked. I should no longer 

say that I have neighbours to help, but that I must myself be 

a neighbour to others.’ (section 81)  The pope’s letter reiterates 
constantly the need to break down barriers and borders - among 
countries and communities, and within our own hearts.  One 

reason why this was such an important text for us to look at this 
Lent is that Jesus drawing all people to himself, regardless of 
background or nationality, is at the heart of what Holy Week is 

about. Amidst so much 
hatred and competitive-

ness in the world, and in 
the middle of a terrible 
health crisis which has 
brought so much suffering 

and death, the universal 
message of the Cross gives 
us strength and confi-
dence: but it also helps us 
discern what it is about our 

faith which makes us dif-
ferent. You have only to 
look at a crucifix - and 
sadly because of the re-

strictions you won’t be 
able to come and kiss it on 
Friday - to see how     
counter-‘cultural’ Christi-
anity really is.  No expert 

in marketing or advertising 
would come up with a 

depiction of a man nailed to a cross and dying as an attractive 
symbol - indeed for many it’s positively off-putting.  That’s the 
whole point: the Lord, ‘lifted up’ challenges us in every way, all 

our ways of thinking, all our sins, all our inadequacies; and he 
challenges too the ways in which people get things wrong.  That 
is why Jesus says ‘Now is the judgment of this world, now the 
ruler of this world will be driven out.’ 

In our final parish Lent talk last Wednesday we talked about 
specific ways in which the pope’s letter can help us in our      

process of renewal in this parish, especially as we begin to open 
our doors again, hesitantly and with care. There are many priori-
ties for us at this time, but four in particular emerge from listen-
ing and taking to heart the Holy Father’s words: the need to 

learn more about our faith, putting first the needs of the poor 
and suffering, the need to break down border and barriers in our 
hearts and in our community and the needs of migrants and  
refugees.  In this Holy Week we draw near to the Saviour of the 

world, ‘lifted up’ hesitantly, possibly even fearfully (and we 
can’t really draw near to each other very much at the moment); 
we should ask the Lord Jesus, drawing all people to himself, to 
give us the grace we need to live out the message of the crucifix-
ion in our lives and in the life of our parish.  Please also pray for 

the Holy Father in Rome this week, as he leads the world in 
prayer and worship. 

    Fr Ashley 
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FROM PALM SUNDAY TO EASTER DAY 

We are happy to re-open our church for Palm Sunday.  However, to comply with the current  

regulations, and in our continued efforts to maintain the safety of our parishioners, the main  

celebrations during Holy Week are only for those who have a pre-booked seat. 

No one can be allowed into the church or the hall if they are not on the list. 

The morning and evening Masses on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday are open to all 

 
Saturday 27 March 

Mass at 10.00 am (closed) 

Confessions from 10.40 - 12.30 (open to all) 

Vigil Mass for Palm Sunday 6.00 pm in the church 

(pre booked ticket only) 

 

Palm Sunday 

Mass at 9.30 am in the church and in the hall (pre booked ticket only) 

Adoration and Benediction from 4.00 pm (closed) 

Mass at 5.30 pm in the church (pre-booked ticket only) 

 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

Mass at 10.00 am and at 6.00 pm (open to all) 

 

Wednesday at 7.00 pm Stations of the Cross (closed) 

 
Maundy Thursday 

9.30 Rosary (closed) 
Morning Prayer at 10.00 am (closed) 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 8.00 pm (pre-booked ticket only) 
Evening Prayer at 6.00 pm (closed) 
Night Prayer at 10.00 pm (closed) 

 
Good Friday 

9.30 Rosary (closed) 
Morning Prayer at 10.00 am (closed) 

Children’s Liturgy at 11.00 am (pre-booked ticket only) 
 

Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 
at 3.00 pm in the church and in the hall (pre-booked ticket only) 

 
Evening Prayer at 6.00 pm 

Stations of the Cross at 7.00 pm (pre-booked ticket only) 
Divine Mercy at 8.00 pm (open) 

Night Prayer at 10.00 pm (closed) 
 

Holy Saturday 
Rosary at 9.30 pm (closed) 

Morning Prayer at 10.00 am (closed) 
10.30 am - 12.30 - Confessions (open to all) 

Evening Prayer at 6.00 pm (closed) 
 

Easter Vigil 
8.00 pm (pre-booked ticket only) 

 
Easter Day 

Mass at 9.30 am in the church and in the hall  
(pre-booked ticket only) 

 
Mass at 5.30 pm in the church and in the hall  

(pre-booked ticket only) 
 
 
 



 

ROSIE’S CHOIR – CAFOD LENTEN CHALLENGE 
As they enter the last week of their daily Lenten        
challenge, Barbara, Clare, Dawn, Deirdre, Jan, Patricia 
and Trudy have already walked, danced and crocheted 
over 700 miles.  Please support their efforts to help 
CAFOD end water poverty by donating to their         
JustGiving page at: 

 https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Rosies-Choir 

 

 CollecTin 
Covid restrictions still prevent 
us passing the basket round 

at Mass but we do have a new 
gadget endorsed by the  

Diocese which enables you to 
give using a contactless card 
payment.  It is very straight-
forward and someone will be 

on hand to help, if you feel like 
giving it a go. 

 

EASTER OFFERING FOR YOUR PRIESTS 

As you will be aware, Catholic priests do not take a  
salary so they rely on your generosity at Christmas & 
Easter as a thank you for all they do for their parish.   

Easter gifts MUST be shown to be for the priests, so that 
if you give online you will need to set up a separate pay-

ment labelled Easter offering for it to reach them 

You can give by:  
Bank Transfer with the reference ‘Easter offering’  

Special Gift Aid envelope if you are a Gift Aider, or a 
blank envelope with your GA number on the front.  

HELPING CATHOLICS TO RETURN 

Do you have a friend or relative who has been away 

from the church and would like support or encourage-

ment to return? 

We invite them to contact a team that offers a non-

judgemental forum to help them reconnect with their 

Catholic faith at:  landingsbeckenham@gmail.com 

300 Club 

Congratulations to our two winners for March. 

. 

No 150 - £150, Mrs Hazel Brookes 
No 189 - £100, Mr Peter Wiseman 

THE BIBLE TIMELINE COURSE 
Understand the Bible from start to finish, the Old and New Testament, with this FREE worldwide-famous course 

delivered online LIVE by Mauro Lannicelli. 
Starts on 7th April  at 7.00 pm (Eight Wednesday evening sessions). 

Info & Registration: www.comeandsee.org 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
Fr Steve has decided that until further notice communion 

will be distributed after the dismissal.  Stewards will 
direct people when it is their turn to receive communion 

and they will then be required to leave the church 
through the exit indicated by the stewards.  Please do 
not congregate outside the church but leave the way 

clear for others to leave safely. 
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Holy Week reflections 

 

 
From Sunday March 28 to Sunday April 4  

one of our ministers will present  
a video to help you reflect on the following themes during the week:  

 
Palm Sunday - Entry into Jerusalem 

Monday - Jesus in the temple  
Tuesday - Foot washing  

Wednesday - Last supper  
Maundy Thursday - Peter's denial  

Good Friday - Crucifixion  
Holy Saturday - Jesus' burial  
Easter Sunday - Resurrection 

You can watch each reflection at any time during the day on our 

YouTube channel at:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPSc8fwp4LwP5KOwD-ByExQ  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPSc8fwp4LwP5KOwD-ByExQ


 

This list shows only the Masses being said this week and 
their Intentions. 

The full schedule of services is on p2. 
 

Sunday 28 March  Palm Sunday 

  6.00 pm vigil Church Pauline Wood RIP 

    Wellbeing of the Duval family 
  9.30 am Church Tony Duggan RIP 

  Hall  Olwen Holmes RIP (10th anniv) 

  5.30 pm Church Peter Kelleher (1st anniv) 

    Ints of the Ewings family 
   
Monday 29 March  Monday of Holy Week  

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church Ints of the Hickey family 
  Noon  Church Funeral of Terence McCarthy  
    (CLOSED) 
  6.00 pm Church Ints of Bernard & Pauline   
    Postlethwaite 
 

Tuesday 30 March  Tuesday of Holy Week 

10.00 am Church Ints of the O’Keefe family 

  6.00 pm Church Ints of Sr Monica 
 

Wednesday 31 March Wednesday of Holy Week 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
10.00 am Church Joanne Jones RIP  

  6.00 pm Church Ints of the Catenians 
 

Thursday 1 April  Maundy Thursday 
 8.00 pm Church Dec’d members of the Lennon family 
    Ints of the Salesians 

    Ints of the Richard’s family 
 
Friday 2 April  Good Friday 
No Masses   —————— 
 

Saturday 3 April  Feria 
  8.00 pm Church Ints of the Rodriguez family 
    Ints of the Robertson family 
    For the people of the parish 
 
Sunday 4 April  Easter Day 
  9.30 am Church Peter Abbott RIP 

  Hall  Ints of Anthony Mukoro 

  5.30 pm Church Ints of the Keane family 

  Hall  Ints of the Cotter family 
 

Some intentions have had to be moved.  This is unavoidable 

and we apologise that we are unable to contact some of those 

who requested the Masses that have had their date and times 

changed. 
 

The collection on Good Friday is decreed by the pope to 

be taken up for the Holy Places.  These are the places  

connected to Our Lord’s Passion and have always been 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Maria Muoghalu, Rosanna Cook, Terence McCarthy, Raymond McGee, Helen        
Renshaw, Anthony Walsh, Pauline Wood, Chris Durbin, Anthony Hart, Ronald Micallef. 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Maureen Turner, Austin Waldron, Hugh Beck, Deacon Ray Zacaroli,  
Daphne Rowe, Jose-Urbano Blanchet, Sandra Naughton, Johanna Walsh, Mario de Pascalis, Kathleen Scanlon, Mary J Edet, Peter 
Abbott. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John 
Crouch, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Sarah Dunmore, Cecil 
Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Consuela Glynn, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, 
Patsy Grey, Noreen Griffiths, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hat-
field, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Peter Anthony Jones, Stephen Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly,    
Antony & Richard Kirin, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, 
Robert Moyle, John Parker, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder,  
David Silk, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Bob Swan, Kathleen Sylvester, Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, 
Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield, Terry Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

 
 

ONLINE GIVING – CORONAVIRUS 
Whilst our church is closed the Coronavirus is affecting us 
materially as well as spiritually.  Bills keep coming.  A 
good many parishioners already give via standing order or 
electronically.  This is a real lifeline for the church.  If you 
can pay online, it not only assists with the admin but is 
also great for social distancing.  Our bank details are: 

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

 
Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite via the 

DONATE option. 

During this time when we are all trying to keep safe, our 
priests would prefer that you do not call at the Presbytery 

without first making an appointment. 
Our clergy can all be contacted by email and by phone 

(details on the front page). 
 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday.  

 
The Parish Office is closed to all callers. 

If you need assistance please email the office or leave a 
clear message on the phone. 

Your offerings last week amounted to £2791.04 
Thank you 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/

