
ON FRIDAY Pope Francis be-
gan the first ever visit of a pope 
to Iraq.  You can follow his itin-
erary from the website of our 
Bishops Conference - Catholic 
Bishops Conference of England 
and Wales (cbcew.org.uk).  The 
pandemic has taught us many 
things in the last year - provided 
we’re prepared to be taught.  
The first is the need to remem-
ber that we’re part of one world: 
there is no place for insular   
nationalism in our lives. While 
things have been bad in this country we should always  
focus our minds and prayers on those who suffer most.  
The second thing we have learnt, if we didn’t know it   
already, is the value of the ministry of Pope Francis, who 
is constantly teaching us to look beyond ourselves and our 
own problems.  This is one of the big messages of Fratelli 
Tutti, the letter which he wrote last October, the focus of 
our parish Lent programme. 

The Holy Father’s pilgrimage to Iraq helps us in both    
respects.  At the time of the Great Jubilee (the year 2000) 
Pope St John Paul II wanted to go to Iraq because of the 
importance for Christians, along with Jews and Muslims, 
of the figure of Abraham.  In the book of Genesis (11:29) 
we are told that he comes from ‘Ur of the Chaldeans’, 
thought to be the archaeological site of Tell el-Muqayyah 
near the town of Nasiriyah in southern Iraq (there are alter-
native theories). The pope wasn’t able to go in 2000, so 
what Francis is doing is important at many levels; we can 
see how important it is because this is the first papal over-
seas trip since the pandemic, and because Iraq is one of the 
most dangerous places on the planet.  It is also a country 
bound up with our history.  My own grandfather, David 
Hallum, fought there in the First World War, and after that 
war Iraq was more or less under British control until the 
1950s; moreover many of us marched in 2003 against   
Tony Blair’s illegal and immoral war. Much of the        
violence in the country since that conflict has been directed 
against the Christian communities in Iraq, some of the old-
est in the world (we have had members of these communi-
ties as part of our congregation here over the years).    
Thousands of Christians have left Iraq in the last eighteen 
years, many have been killed and many Christian villages 
laid waste: part of the purpose of the pope’s visit is to 

show solidarity and support for 
these communities.  Many of 
you support the charity Aid to 
the Church in Need (http://

acnuk.org) which does a great 
deal to support Christians in 
Iraq. 

But the pilgrimage is about 
much more than solidarity for 
beleaguered Christians.   

Abraham is revered in all three 
of the world’s great monotheis-
tic faiths, and building recon-
ciliation among the adherents 

of these faiths is part of Pope Francis’ agenda.  In his    
encyclical letter he stresses the ways in which he has 
worked with Muslim leaders.  The theme of the visit is 
unity and  mutual respect, inspired by Jesus’ words ‘You 

are all brothers and sisters’ (Matthew 23:8) and the pope 
is meeting Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Al-Husayni Al-
Sistani this weekend.  Part of this is a witness against the 
depravity of war (a major theme of Fratelli Tutti) -        
witnessing against war and working for reconciliation are 
closely related.  

In a sense every papal visit is a ‘statement’ but this is    
perhaps more true than ever this weekend.  For a man of 
84 years of age (who suffers from sciatica and lung     
problems) to make this pilgrimage at this time, taking risks 
for his own safety, has a message - a message of peace, of 
love, of solidarity with those who suffer, of co-operation, 
of reconciliation in the face of all that has brought so much 
suffering, so many tears, to the land of Abraham; and it’s a 
message for Lent as well.  Please hold the Holy Father and 
the people of Iraq in your prayers this weekend (together 
with people from Iraq living here), and give thanks for his 
ministry in the Church and in the world. 

       Fr Ashley 
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PARISH LENT COURSE 

POPE FRANCIS AND THE FUTURE 

THE MESSAGE OF FRATELLI TUTTI 

 

10 March - 7.30 pm 

An Open World and a New Culture 
live-streamed from the church 

ALL WELCOME 

 

The text of the Holy Father’s letter can be found at 
www.vatican.va 

 

Afterwards you will have the chance to join a Zoom  

questions and discussion session;  

A link will be posted on the parish FaceBook page. 

FOUNDATION GOVERNOR VACANCY 

We are looking to appoint a foundation 
governor to the Governing Body of St 
Mary's, Beckenham. The board needs 
members with a range of skills and on this 
occasion, we would value expressions of 
interest from people with an accountancy 

background. Because foundation governors are        
appointed by the Archbishop, they must be practising 
Catholics. 

For further information, contact John Hayes who is our 
Chair of Governors: chair@stmaryscp.co.uk. 

 

RECORDINGS OF FUNERALS 
The full recording of the Requiem Masses of Joan 

Dempsey and John O’Sullivan are now available by 
clicking on FEATURED VIDEOS which is one of the 

options on the webcam page. 

HOLY WEEK PREPARATION 
Pathways to Christ’s Passion’ 

Everyone is invited to prepare for Holy Week by join-
ing a trilogy of webinars entitled ‘Pathways to Christ’s   
Passion’ which will be led by the renowned biblical 
scholar Father Henry Wansbrough, a Benedictine 
monk based at Ampleforth Abbey.  Fr Wansbrough 
will guide participants through the dramatic narratives 
of the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus so 
that it will be possible to gain a deeper understanding 
of these powerful events.  This webinar series offers 
an opportunity to increase personal insights into the  
historical context and theology expressed in the   
synoptic Gospels, the Gospel according to John and 
the writings of St Paul, with a view to understanding 
what the Resurrection means for the mission of the 
Church and for our spirituality. 
 

Places need to be booked through the EventBrite link 
below where you will also find more information on 
the talks: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pathways-to-
christs-passion-synoptic-gospels-johnand-writings-of-
paul-tickets-1398508767  
 

In case you need any encouragement to sign up for 
these talks, below are some words that Fr Ashley 
wrote in the newsletter of January 24.  ‘In my view 
the best one now in this country is the Revised New 
Jerusalem Bible (DLT 2019), largely the work of the 
Benedictine scholar at Ampleforth, Dom Henry 
Wansbrough (known to some of you).  It’s outstand-
ing and not very expensive - note that Catholic Bibles 
are expected to have at least some brief explanatory 
notes, and Fr Henry’s  are excellent.’ 
 
There is also more information on the Diocesan 
website. 
 

For any queries, please contact Holy Innocents' 
parish office by email: orpington@rcaos.org.uk 
alternatively orpingtonpcrgo@rcaos.org.uk  

UPDATE ON ROSIE’S CHOIR – CAFOD LENTEN 
CHALLENGE  

It is now almost two and a half weeks since the  
beginning of Lent and members of Rosie’s Choir are 

still going strong on their daily challenge for the   
Forty Days of Lent.  

As you are aware this is a separate endeavour from 
the Lent Fast Day that took place on 26

 
February 

though raising money for the same cause.  
 

Our seven intrepid members of Rosie’s Choir are  
walking, dancing or crocheting their way through Lent.  
We do hope that you are able to support their efforts to 

help CAFOD end water poverty by going to our  
JustGiving page and giving a donation:  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Rosies-Choir  
 

Thank you for your support! 

 

 
The recent online news letter 
from St Christopher’s Hospice 
mentioned that St Anthony’s 
Catholic Primary School in 
Anerley has taken on a 40 

miles in 40 days challenge. The school has already 
smashed their fundraising target of £2,000 - but maybe 
some  parishioners at St Edmund’s would like to help 
them do even better please  visit their JustGiving page 
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LILIAN BANNER RIP 

Last week the Chorale said goodbye to a much loved member of our group after 25 years of loyal service. Lilian 
joined us when her husband Keith volunteered to become the organist for the 11am Mass, a post which he filled 
with great musical expertise and unflagging attendance, despite living well outside the parish. 

Lilian was born in Hamburg, but in 1938 her family fled to England to escape the growing threat of Nazi per-
secution, arriving just before Kristallnacht.  She came aged ten, clutching a violin case and with limited English, 
which she rapidly mastered in her new school. 

She was a brilliant musician with high standards and a keen ear, both of which she deployed for the benefit of her 
fellow singers.  Although a natural soprano she sang the alto line every week without complaint, (though unable to 
resist helping out the sopranos from time to time).  For the whole choir she was indeed ‘a very present help in  
trouble’.  Despite increasing age and infirmity she retained her singing ability and was still taking her turn to sing 
the psalm until the last year of her time with us. 

Covid 19 cut short the Banners’ choir attendance, and in January it also ended Lilian’s life.  Last Friday some of us 
gathered at a simple funeral in spring sunshine to say our farewells.  We will remember her as a lady of courage 
and spirit, but above all for her warmth and kindness.  If there is a choir of angels it will have  prepared a place for 
her. 



 

IN THE CHURCH 
Our church is closed for the safety of our parishioners.  All  
services are live-streamed and can also be viewed as a  

recording. 
 

Sunday 7 March  Third Sunday in Lent 

  6.00 pm vigil Church Josie Healy RIP 

  9.30 am Church Gary Bowyer RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Keith Meneaud RIP 
 

Monday 8 March  Feria  

  9.30 am Church Rosary 

10.00 am Church Valerie Parker RIP &  

    Franca Bruschi RIP 

  6.00 pm Church Christiane Saide RIP 
 

Tuesday 9 March  Feria 

10.00 am Church Sr Mary Ghent RIP 

  6.00 pm Church Rose Burns RIP 
 

Wednesday 10 March Feria 
  9.30 am Church Rosary 
 10.00 am Church Mary Halpin RIP (1st anniv) 

 11.00 am  Church Requiem of Mary Morley (CLOSED) 

  6.00 pm Church Kathleen Campbell RIP 

  7.30 pm Church Third of Fr Ashley’s Lenten Talks 
 

Thursday 11 March  Feria 
10.00 am Church Patrick & May Mullins 
  6.00 pm   Church  Benefactors & promoters of the  
    Claver Sisters 
 

Friday 12 March  Feria 
  9.30 am Church Rosary    
 10.00 am Church Robert Cammiade RIP (2nd anniv) 
  5.00 pm Church Benediction 
  6.00 pm Church Welfare of Pierre Lane 
  7.00 pm Church Stations of the Cross  
 

Saturday 13 March  Feria 
10.00 am Church Monica Grima RIP 
10.45 am - 12.30  Reconciliation for First Holy  
    Communion candidates (CLOSED) 
  6.00 pm vigil Church John & Mary Hayes RIP 
 

Sunday 14 March  Fourth Sunday in Lent 

  9.30 am Church Noel Duggan RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Bernard Fincham RIP 
 

On Saturday Adoration will begin when the first confessions 

have concluded.  The webcam will be off whilst these are being 

heard. 

Some intentions due for this week have had to be moved.  This 

has been unavoidable and we apologise that we are unable to 

contact some of those who requested the Masses that have had 

their date and times changed. 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Maria Muoghalu, Mabel Graves, Thomas Noel Bromell, Mary Weeks, Richard          
Armstrong, Rosanna Cook, Anthony Faller, Terence McCarthy, Marie Hayock, Raymond McGee, Papa Mbala Crispin, Pedro nel 
Rieveros, Helen Renshaw. 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Garry Bowyer, Dr Bill Radley, Canon John Devane, Anthony Galloway, Kitty 
Conroy, Valerie Parker, Peter Deane, Ruby Armfield, David Barclay, Marguerite Bula, Yemi Olaonipekun, Robert Cammiade,  
Ian Beston, Patrick Mulcahy, Jack Fleming, Mary Teresa Carroll 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Evelina Armani, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Mark Clapson, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John 
Crouch, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Alex Dufort, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Sarah Dunmore, Cecil 
Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Noreen Griffiths, 
Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Amelia Handy, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Pauline Hatfield, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen 
Hayes, Marie Hayock, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Peter Anthony Jones, Stephen Jones, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Antony & Richard 
Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Rosy Lobo, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, 
Robert Moyle, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, David Silk,     
Siobhan, John Stokoe, Bob Swan, Philippa Tolley, Pauline Ulisak, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, 
Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield, Pauline Wood, Terry Woollard and Charlie Wynn. 

 

ONLINE GIVING – CORONAVIRUS 
Whilst our church is closed the Coronavirus is affecting us 
materially as well as spiritually.  Bills keep coming.  A 
good many parishioners already give via standing order or 
electronically.  This is a real lifeline for the church.  If you 
can pay online, it not only assists with the admin but is 
also great for social distancing.  Our bank details are: 

St Edmund’s Church 
Sort Code: 60-02-12 

a/c no: 14282887 
 
To make your regular donations electronically, please 
click here:  http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

 
Donations can also be given through ChurchSuite via the 

DONATE option. 

READINGS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

Laetere Sunday 

Year B, Cycle 1, Psalter Week 4 

Chr 36:14-17, 19-23 
Psalm 137:Ephesians 2:4-10 

During this time when we are all trying to keep safe, our 
priests would prefer that you do not call at the Presbytery 

without first making an appointment. 
Our clergy can all be contacted by email and by phone 

(details on the front page). 
 

Fr Ashley’s day off is Monday, Fr Steve’s is Tuesday and  
Fr David’s is Wednesday.  

 
The Parish Office is closed to all callers. 

If you need assistance please email the office or leave a 
clear message on the phone. 

Your offerings last week amounted to £5407.72 
Thank you 
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