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WORSHIP AND FAITH
our worship reflects our shared faith – and it will be a substantial
exercise. I want simply this weekend to put three things forward to
help us reflect about this.
The first is that of course for Catholics historically worship has
defined our faith. After the Mass was made illegal in the 16 th
century, Catholics in Britain and Ireland were held together by the
furtive and dangerous celebration of Mass, which could lead to
fines or imprisonment for those present or (in the earliest part of
the penal period) death for the priest. This happened because of
what Catholics believed about the Mass: about it being part of the
Sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross, and the doctrine of
Transubstantiation. If these beliefs weren’t important to you, why
would you risk your life to be there? Does the Mass mean the
same to us?
Secondly, and by contrast in a way, this year 2020 has seen
Catholics deprived of the chance to go to Mass as never before.
For some months, including the crucial period of Holy Week and
Easter, people in this country were only able to join in Mass
through modern technology – which meant many were excluded.
We know that livestreamed Masses have been a source of strength
for many of you; but it was still odd (not least for priests) and for
many still is. The public Masses we have resumed in the last few
weeks have been odd too, and will remain so for some time. What
are we learning from all this about the relationship between our
faith and our public worship? How have we worshipped at home?
As we continue to live through the Covid-19 crisis we need as a
community to find ways of sharing our experiences and feelings
with each other. This is a good point to express thanks to the
stewards and cleaners who are enabling public worship to happen
again. We’re fortunate here that even before the current crisis
hundreds of people were watching our Masses all over the world.

ABOUT TEN YEARS AGO, after the Requiem Mass of a wellloved parishioner, someone who was present, herself about to
begin the process of becoming a Catholic, remarked to me that if
we wanted to attract or interest people in the Catholic faith, we
could perhaps simply, as part of doing so, invite them to a good
funeral at St Edmund’s. She thought that the love shown to the
bereaved family and the strength of faith in the resurrection of
Christ shown in the prayer of a Requiem Mass was an effective act
of mission and evangelisation. When I pass this story on (and as
you can expect I have dined out on it) people are sometimes
surprised: we often simply ‘get on with it’ when funerals take
place here; we take trouble over the act of worship almost
instinctively; and we might at some gut level not actually expect
non-Catholics, or those new to Catholicism, to receive much from
it.
Finally, the beliefs which undergird our worship have to be
authentic. The picture here is of the first trip outside the Italian
Last weekend Father Steve wrote about the process your clergy
mainland made by Pope Francis after his election back in 2013 to
team have been working on to move us clearly into being a
the island of Lampedusa in the Mediterranean. He went there to
missionary parish, away from simply maintaining our life. If such
pray for refugees who were drowned trying to cross from North
a shift in what we do is to be effective, it has to be grounded in our
Africa and to offer Mass for them, as shown, using an altar
worship of God. Catholics see worship as the primary response to
constructed out of a shipwrecked boat. This act of worship was a
faith and the gifts of God’s grace which we receive from him. It is
statement – a political statement – about the Catholic Church’s
our response to him, but it’s essentially prompted by him. This
solidarity with the poorest in the world. The worship we offer has
means that part of what we need to do in the parish is reflect about
to be similarly grounded in authentic Catholic doctrine: it’s all too
how our worship springs from our beliefs which bind us together
easy for pseudo-worship to celebrate unworthy things, such as the
and give us our identity as Catholics. We should be in a strong
glorification of war.
position to do this because in normal times a lot more public
worship happens in this parish than in many Catholic So as part of how we want to renew parish life we will be praying
communities, and this worship involves more people. We have and thinking about the way we worship, and about the ways in
large numbers (although they have declined over many years) and which our worship has to be central to the Church’s mission.
a lot of Masses: as I have indicated before, all this means that we
should really think of St Edmund’s as if it were a medium-sized
Catholic or Anglican cathedral. How many Catholic parishes do
you know which normally have three choirs which sing at Mass
every Sunday? Any renewal process needs to think about how far

MASSES THIS WEEK
All Masses are live streamed.
If you are attending Mass please wear a face covering
Sunday 2 August
9.30 am
5.30 pm
Monday 3 August
10.00 am

Eighteenth Sunday
Rosaleen Vesey RIP
Enid Duggan RIP
Richard Graves RIP

11.00 am
6.00 pm

Feria
Jeanne & Pierre Champetier and
Nancy & Stephen Dennis RIP
Exposition - 5pm
Ints of the Doran family

Tuesday 4 August
10.00 am
11.00 am
6.00 pm

St John Vianney
Fr Christopher Sexton RIP
Exposition - 5pm
Andrew Martin RIP

Wednesday 5 August
10.00 am
11.00 am
6.00 pm

Feria
Elijah Mukore in thanksgiving
Exposition - 5pm
Joan & Tony Pennock RIP

Thursday 6 August
10.00 am
6.00 pm

The Transfiguration of the Lord
Kay & May Steptoe
Josie Croft RIP

Friday 7 August
10.00 am
11.00 am
6.00 pm

St Sixtus II
Audrey Brown RIP
Exposition - 5pm
Ints of Eileen Lynch

Saturday 8 August
10.00 am

St Dominic
Decd Benefactors & Promotors of
the Claver Sisters
Exposition - 5pm
Confession
Enid Duggan RIP
For the people

11.00 am
5 - 5.45 pm
6.00 pm

Lady Chapel

Sunday 9 August
9.30 am
5.30 pm

Nineteenth Sunday
Patrick Dowling RIP
Anthony Leonard RIP
Martin Calver RIP

Please remember the church doors will be closed
5 minutes before the start of Mass
Readings for Nineteenth Sunday
1 Kings 19:9,11-13
Psalm 85
Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:22-33

Cafod/DEC Coronavirus appeal
The Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC), which
includes Cafod, has recently launched an emergency
appeal to support the poorest communities throughout
the world who have been affected by this pandemic. For
example, families from Syria, South Sudan, DR Congo,
who have been forced to flee their homes and have lost
everything; they now live in refugee camps where
maintaining good sanitation can be very difficult. If you
are able, please consider donating to this appeal to help
those even less fortunate than ourselves. Details can be
found online at www.cafod.org.uk. Thank you to those of
you who donated to Cafod's appeal earlier during the
pandemic.

PARISH OFFICE
The office will be staffed from Monday 3 August but will
NOT be open to personal callers yet. Please email us on
beckenham@rcaos.org.uk or telephone 020 8650 0970.
You can also drop a note through our door and we will
get in touch with you.

SCHOOLS ADMISSIONS
If you have any forms or enquiries relating to admission to
Catholic primary or secondary schools please direct them
to Fr Ashley, rather than to the other clergy or to the parish
office.
MASS INTENTIONS
If you would like to book a Mass please email
beckenham@rcaos.org.uk with the intention and your
contact number so we can arrange it for you. Alternatively
put an envelope through the office door with your request
and a contact number.

COLLECTION
Last week’s online collection came to £2592.73
Thank you

We pray for those who have died recently: Ellie Jones, Maureen Young, Adrian Lasrado, Collette Hanley, Thressiama Winson,
Andrew Doherty, Lucy Duca, Edward Hinds, Andrew Callaghan, Roger Leach, Vincent Silveira, Sr Maria Carla, Harry Dalton and Richard
Wallner.
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week: Helen Michael, Maria Rossi, Edna Cahill, Lena O’Flynn and Eleanor Reed.
We pray for the sick: Angela, Frank & Aloysius Braganza, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John
Crouch, Kevin Curtis, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort,
Cecil Dutton, Suzanne Eilbeck, Emma-Jane, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Rosleen Flemming, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika
Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Mary
Hisee, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Catherine Kelly, Eileen Kelly, Mim Jennings, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan,
Pierre Lane, Chris Lawley, Rosy Lobo, Peter May, Pat McAvoy, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor
Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Marco Oliveri, Gretta O’Reilly, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret
Pietrzyk, Trevor Scott, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, Vincent Silveira, Siobhan, Mike Slemen, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Deborah
Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn.

