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BEING FAITHFUL TO THE MISSION 

 
EARLIER THIS MONTH it was announced that the Italian    
conductor and composer Ennio Morricone had died. His    
output of works was prolific (some of us are old enough to 
remember at least the music of  the 1966 film The Good, the 
Bad and the Ugly) but for many he’s indelibly associated with 
the 1986 classic The Mission. The picture shows the powerful 
scene towards the end of the film when the Jesuit priest played 
by Jeremy Irons stands in front of those about to be       
slaughtered or enslaved holding the Sacred Host in the      
monstrance. I hadn’t realised until recently that the famous 
American Jesuit Fr Dan Berrigan, about whom I have often 
written in the newsletter or on parish social media, was an 
adviser to those making the film and had a small part in it. 
 
In recent weeks the Catholic Church has given general support 
to many aspects of the Black Lives Matter movement in     
different parts of the world, and some of us have written about 
it (https://catholicsocialthought.org.uk/statues-should-they-
stay-or-should-they-go/). Many of the protests have rightly 
focussed on historical individuals associated with slavery – it 
is important at least to question the public honouring of such 
people through statues and other memorials. Slavery is       
actually an issue (like war and the death penalty) where our 
teaching has developed and become more focussed over the 
years, as is true of others. Although from the earliest times 
Christianity attracted converts from those who were slaves in 
the Roman Empire, which helped to weaken the institution, at 
many times Christians colluded with it and in the empire it 
lasted quite a long time after Christianity had become the  
established religion; and in other contexts the Church has been 
shamefully slow to condemn the trafficking and ownership of 
human beings, created in God’s image, by other human     
beings. The Church’s current commitment to the campaign 

against human trafficking and slavery, spearheaded in this 
country by our own Bishop Pat Lynch, symbolises how      
important we see the issue now – you will be aware that this is 
under the patronage of St Josephine Bakhita, and it is also part 
of the heritage of  the Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver in 
this parish – you may remember a special Mass we celebrated 
in his honour with the bishop a few years ago. 
 
The Mission is actually about slavery, and the writing of correct 
and true history about slavery: when the film came out many    
people, even Catholics, knew little about the history of the    
Jesuit missions in the Amazon in the mid-18th century. I don’t 
need to rehearse the plot of the film, which remains as moving 
and powerful as it was thirty-four years ago. The Jesuits are 
firm in their   belief (like Peter Claver a century before) that the 
men, women and children in the tribes are human beings with 
an inalienable dignity: they are brought to faith in Christ and 
the communities we see in the film are centred on the Gospel. 
They are at odds with Spanish and especially Portuguese     
racketeers intent on making money from trading in human   
beings. The cardinal in the film (played by Ray McAnally)     
recognises all this, but the Church is very weak and unable to 
stand up to the Spanish and Portuguese empires. Indeed the 
hostility of the Portuguese in particular to the Jesuits portrayed 
in the film would lead shortly afterwards to the almost        
complete suppression of the order for nearly sixty years (this 
hostility is thought to have been rooted in the strength of Free-
masonry). The film shows clearly how fatal it always is for the 
Church to be beholden to the powerful, the rich, monarchs and 
rulers: we must always be the Church of the poor and the     
oppressed – we should know how in our own time to be on the 
right side of history, having got things wrong in the past. It is   
particularly important in this country at a time when there is so 
much false history being peddled by those in power.   
 
The Church has grown in understanding of God’s will               
immeasurably since the 1750s: so the story of the Jesuit      
missions needs to be re-told, to help us now as we try to look at 
the world through the eyes of religious faith. 
 
So if you have time and access to it, why not watch the film 
(again perhaps)? This can be a way of understanding the 
Church’s renewed opposition to slavery and the importance of 
telling history truthfully as we also stand alongside all those in 
the world who are victims of racism. Pray too for Bishop Pat 

and those who lead the Church’s witness in this, and for      
vocations to the religious life, particularly the Jesuits and the 
Sisters of St Peter Claver.  
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COLLECTION  
Last week’s online collection came to £2773.17 

Thank you 

MASSES THIS WEEK  
Intentions that have had to be moved due to Mass cancellation will  

be offered on the closest possible date. 
 

Sunday 19 July  Sixteenth Sunday 

   9.30 am   Joan & Freda Locke  

    For the people 

   5.30 pm   Ekong & Edet families - in thanksgiving 

 
Monday 20 July  St Apollinaris 

10.00 am   Christina Carroll RIP 

11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

  6.00 pm   Marjorie Bradshaw RIP 

  
Tuesday 21 July  St Lawrence of Brindisi 

10.00 am   Ints of Sandy Misquitta 

11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

  6.00 pm   John Hunt  

 
Wednesday 22 July  St Mary Magdelene 
 10.00 am   Fr David Rea RIP 

 11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

   6.00 pm   All persecuted born & unborn children 

 
Thursday 23 July  St Bridget 
 10.00 am   Noeline Fernando RIP (ann) 
 11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

   6.00 pm   Phil Mockler RIP 

 
Friday 24 July  Saint Sharbel Makhlūf 
 10.00 am   Josie Croft RIP  
 11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 

   6.00 pm   Joan Wells RIP  

   
Saturday 25 July  St James 

10.00 am   Fr Geoffrey Nixon RIP 
11.00 am   Exposition - 5pm 
 5 - 5.45 pm   Lady Chapel Confession 
  6.00 pm    Tony Gaughan RIP 

 
Sunday 26 July  Seventeenth Sunday 

   9.30 am   Peter Warren RIP  

    For the people 

   5.30 pm   Josie Croft RIP 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Ellie Jones, Maureen Young, Adrian Lasrado, Collette Hanley, Thressiama Winson,     
Andrew Doherty, Lucy Duca, Edward Hinds, Andrew Callaghan, Fr Anthony Meredith SJ, Barry Marchant, Roger Leach, Vincent Silveira, 
Sr Maria Carla, Harry Dalton, Doris M Sherif, Andrew Martin and Nicholas Lash  

 
 
 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Christina Carroll, Thomas Alfred Morris, Helen Gardner Richards, Joanna 
Duguid, Joseph McHugh, Oswaldo Paya, Harold Cepero, Matthew Mukuro, Liam Bernard Hayes, Tomek Lehnert, Daphne Hoyles, Josie 
Croft and Thomas Brown. 

 
 
 
 

We pray for the sick:  Angela, Frank & Aloysius Braganza, Rob Burns, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Jorge Corrigan-Zorilla, John 
Crouch, Kevin Curtis, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Alex Dufort, 
Cecil Dutton, Maghbole Ebrahimy, Emma-Jane, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Rosleen Flemming, Mary Flood, Flora, Sarah Gallagher, Erika 
Geddes, Gaetan Goa, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Margaret Halpin, Michael Harper, John Harrow, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Mary 
Hisee, Lesley Hill, Glen Jack, Rosemary Jackson, Catherine Kelly, Antony & Richard Kirin, Andrew Kuzan, Pierre Lane, Chris Lawley, 
Rosy Lobo, Peter May, Pat McAvoy, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, 
Marco Oliveri, Gretta O’Reilly, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Trevor Scott, Mary 
Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, Vincent Silveira, Siobhan, Mike Slemen, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, 
Susan &  Wendy Waller, Jimmy Walters, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 

Readings for Seventeenth Sunday 
               1 Kings 3:5,7-12       Psalm 119 
               Romans 8:28-30               Matthew 13:44-52 

A WORD FROM FR STEVE

BAPTISM PREPARATION COURSE - CANCELLED 
The Baptism preparation course due to take place this 

Sunday,19 July is cancelled. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
To book a Mass please email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk 
with the intention and your contact number so we can ar-
range it for you.  Alternatively put an envelope through the 
office door with your request and a contact number.  As no 
one is currently working in the office, it may take several 
days to confirm. 

SCHOOLS ADMISSIONS 
If you have any forms or enquiries relating to admission to 
Catholic primary or secondary schools please direct them 
to Fr Ashley, rather than to the other clergy or to the parish 
office. 

THANK YOU JOSEPH 
By the time you read this Joseph will have left St Edmund’s 
to be with his family in Welling for the remains of the    
summer. He resumes his studies at St John’s Seminary, 
Wonersh in September.  
Joseph arrived on 23th June last year, the feast of St    
Anthony of Padua of whom we have a statue in our church. 
It was the beginning of his Extended Pastoral Placement 
and would last a year. The purpose of the EPP was for 
Joseph to gain experience and understanding of what it is 
to be a priest in a parish, especially in an active demanding 
one such as ours. I’m sure Joseph has made a mental 
note of what to do and in some cases when observing me, 
what not to do, as a future priest!  
It’s been a real pleasure and joy to have Joseph with us. 
He has been a great support to the clergy team and the 
staff here at St Edmund’s but particularly to Fr Simplicio 
and myself during the time of the pandemic when staff 
were furloughed and there was much work to be done. 
I know you all appreciated his gentle and thoughtful     
manner, his talent as a musician and his sensitive and   
insightful evening reflections. Indeed, there are other    
qualities I could add but perhaps not for now. 
I have asked Joseph if he would be willing to come back to 
our parish at some future date when we can all gather 
safely to say thank you to him and he said he would be 
delighted to do so. 
However, for now I would like to express on your behalf our 
thanks to Joseph for his friendship and support and to   
assure him of our prayers now and for the future. 

Please remember the church doors will be closed  
5 minutes before the start of Mass 


