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THE WEEK OF LAUDATO SI’ 

 
THIS WEEK we have celebrated Ascension Day and this weekend, 
as we prepare for Pentecost next Sunday, the Church keeps a     
novena to the Holy Spirit and today keeps World                     
Communications Day. Ordinarily this would be marked by a   
second collection to support the Catholic Church’s media operation 
in this country, but like all second collections this has been        
deferred until public worship resumes in our churches. We also 
mark this week the fifth anniversary of Pope Francis’ encyclical 
about the care of creation, known by its medieval Italian title  
Laudato Si’. The pope established a special week leading up to this 
weekend to reflect on the content of that letter and continuing   
environmental crisis in the world to which he drew attention.  
 
This fits in very well with the theme this weekend of communica-
tion; at the time the Holy Father’s letter was more effectively   
communicated to the world than papal encyclicals usually are. This 
was partly because it was leaked and also because it was opposed 
and resented by right wing Catholics in the United States (the   
details of all this are in recent good books about Pope Francis    
written by Austen Ivereigh and Christopher Lamb); but the Church 
was also able to get over to a lot of people the urgency of the 
pope’s message. CAFOD, which we support strongly in this parish 
(and they have an office in the grounds of Bishop Challoner 
school), produced quickly some excellent material for children, 
which we used extensively in St Mary’s. Children and young    
people were better at grasping the urgency of the crisis than a good 
many adults who should have known better.  
 
Within the Church many of us worked hard to acquaint Catholics 
with the pope’s teachings. But sadly the letter did not remain front 
page news in the Church for very long: as so often it was easy for 
people who weren’t interested (including clergy) to ‘shunt’ it into a 
railway siding simply for those interested in these things. A deacon 
in south west London whose MA dissertation I was supervising 
shortly afterwards conducted a survey about knowledge and      
reactions to the pope’s letter in local parishes. It was a good      
dissertation but it was depressing reading: lots of priests were not 
interested and many hadn’t even read the letter. Not even the local 
Catholic formation centre was interested. 

 
CAFOD has continued to try and raise awareness among Catholics 
of what the Church teaches about how we should treat creation and 
the environment. Its Livesimply award schemes for parishes, which 
we hope to do something about when restrictions are eased, is one 
example (https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Livesimply-award). But 
the task is awesome: national leaders who scorn the scientific   
evidence about climate change are very powerful in the United 
States and Brazil, for example. Within the Church, as with other 
areas of Catholic Social teaching, there is so much ignorance, lack 
of interest and downright dissent. Five years ago I wrote a blog 
piece about the letter for the Catholic Herald, stressing the        
authority and importance of the encyclical. From the really vicious 
responses from some quarters it was clear that some Catholics  
disliked Pope Francis even more than they disliked me. 
 
The Holy Father, since the pandemic began, has repeatedly stressed 
that the Covid-19 crisis is linked to the environmental crisis at  
every level. This strange time, if it is, in spite of everything, to be a 
time of grace, has to be time for reflection and the traditional  
Catholic examination of conscience. We have a narrow opportunity 
to think about industrial policies, international financial policies, 
attitudes to travel and so on; to turn away from practices which 
damage our planet, God’s gift to us. We can do something; we’re 
not trapped in a cycle of despair and poison. I drew attention in the 
parish Facebook page during the week to an important EU        
initiative announced last week to boost biodiversity (see https://
ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_884) which 
is in the spirit of the pope’s letter and teaching. The reason this 
issue is important this week is that the future of the planet is a 
much more important issue for Catholics than many other things 
occupying people at the moment. 
 
In the run-up to Pentecost we ask the Holy Spirit to come into our 
lives, into the Church, and into the world. The Spirit calls us away 

from an inward looking, individualistic spirituality centred on our 
own needs and worries about whether we’ll get to heaven. Catholic 
moral teaching is about being at peace with God: we need to ask 

the Spirit to help us see how far we’re being faithful to the fulness 
of the Church’s message to the world at this challenging time. As 

we pray to the Spirit this week, you might, if you have more time 
on your hands at the moment, make an effort actually to read the 

pope’s letter of five years ago, to be found at www.vatican.va/
content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-

francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html. 
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COLLECTION  
The online collection last week came to £2937.68 

Thank you  

MASSES THIS WEEK - via Webcam ONLY 
Intentions that have had to be moved due to Mass cancellation will 

be offered on the closest possible date. 
 

 

Sunday 24 May  Seventh Sunday of Easter 

  9.30 am   Joanna Duguid RIP 

    Ann Logan RIP 

  3.00 pm   Benediction 

  5.30 pm   John Sylvester RIP 

    Jack McCarthy RIP 

 

Monday 25 May  Consecration of St Edmunds 1950 

 9.00 am   Terence Thornton RIP  
    Merlyn Shackleton RIP 

 9.40 am   Rosary followed by Exposition - 7pm 

 6.30 pm   Evening Prayer 

 7.30 pm   Evening Reflection 
 
 

Tuesday 26 May  St Philip Neri 

 9.00 am   Deceased parents & relatives of 

    the Salesian Sisters 

    All persecuted born & unborn children 

 9.40 am   Rosary followed by Exposition -7pm 

 6.30 pm   Evening Prayer 

 7.30 pm   Evening Reflection 
 
 

Wednesday 27 May  St Augustine of Canterbury 
 9.00 am   Joan Begg RIP 

    Simeon Cabilin RIP 

 9.40 am   Rosary followed by Exposition -7pm 

 6.30 pm   Evening Prayer 
 7.30 pm   Evening Reflection 
 
 

Thursday 28 May  Feria 
 9.00 am   Maria Amelia Ferreira RIP 
    Francis Joseph Friend-Pereira RIP 
 9.40 am   Rosary followed by Exposition -7pm 

 6.30 pm   Evening Prayer 
 7.30 pm   Evening Reflection 
 

Friday 29 May  St Paul VI, Pope 
 9.00 am   Peppino & Peppina Montis RIP 
    Winefride Olaksen RIP 
 9.40 am   Rosary followed by Exposition -7pm 

 6.30 pm   Evening Prayer 
 7.30 pm   Evening Reflection 
 
  

Saturday 30 May  Feria 
  9.00 am   Joe Vesey RIP 
  6.00 pm    Deceased Salesian Sisters 

    For the people   
 

Sunday 31 May  Pentecost Sunday 

  9.30 am   Fr Tom Creagh-Fuller RIP 

    For the people 

  5.30 pm   Ann Rose McCabe RIP (5th ann) 

    Victoria Oparaji RIP (ann) 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Zoran Jovic, Ellie Jones, Maureen Young,  Adrian Lasrado, Lucia Profita, Mary McCarthy, 
Moira Stevens, Baxter du Preez, Thomas Stewart, Jenny Adams, Colleen Conroy, Rosemary McWilliams, Maureen Bull, Minah Mlambo, 
Finola Mary Butler, Katherine O’Sullivan, Albert Abel and Edward Burton. 
 

We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Arthur King, Francis Joseph Friend-Pereira, Catherine Casey, Jack McCarthy, 
Katherine Harris, Christine Thomas, Graham Stirling, Joan Fleming, Josephine Bending, Mary Redman, Trevor Binley, Walter Goy, Leila 
Underhill, Chris Ivin, Canon John Lennon, John Edward Simmonds, Barbara Kinch, Susan Clough, Catherine Kearney, Arthur Dunn and 
John Alfred Keappock. 
 

We pray for the sick:  Jenny Adams, Angela, Fr Michael Bateman, Rob Burns, Emma-Jane, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, John 
Crouch, Sorcha Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Bridget D’Souza, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Bernie Doran, Cecil Dutton, 
Antonio Ferrara, Felicity, Rae Fleming, Flora, Erika Geddes, Chris Grant, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Michael Harper, Fr Francis Hartley, 
Eileen Hayes,  Kathleen Hayes, Rosemary Horsley, Lesley Hill, Jerry Jacob, John, Catherine Kelly, Antony, Celia & Richard Kirin, Pierre 
Lane, Barry Marchant, Rose McDonnell, Mary McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Gretta O ’Reilly, 
Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Margaret Pietrzyk, Dr Philip Savage, Mary Shipsey, Coleen   
Shroeder, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle, Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Patricia Weal, Sue 
Wingfield, and Charlie Wynn. 

Readings for Pentecost Sunday  
                               Acts 2:1-11        Psalm 103(104) 
      1 Corinthians 12:3-7,12-13         John 20:19-23 

If you would like to make your weekly offerings              
electronically you can do so either through ChurchSuite - 
please click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/
donations/ or you could set up a standing order: 
Bank details are Sort: 60-02-12  Acc no: 14282887  

A WORD FROM FR STEVE

This Thursday (28 May) Bishop Terence Drainey will  
celebrate Mass from Middlesbrough Cathedral at 7 pm 

https://www.facebook.com/MiddlesbroughDiocese/  

The Salesian Sisters send good wishes and prayer for all 
for the Feast of Our Lady Mary  
Help of Christians this Sunday. 

 

This Sunday is the 70th anniversary of 
the consecration of our parish church 
but the solemnity is transferred to 
Monday 25th  

 

On the Solemnity of the Ascension last Thursday I received an 
amusing text from someone which read, 
Today is the Feast of the Ascension. To those who wonder 
what it’s about: it’s the day when Jesus started to work 
from home.  Obviously, this is not to be taken seriously but you 
have to admit due to many peoples current experience, very 
topical. 
More importantly, as well as Jesus Christ being active in       
heaven, so too is the Holy Spirit here on earth. However, 
our  cooperation with the work of the third person of the     Trinity 
cannot be emphasised enough. You may already know about 
the Novena to the Holy Spirit which began last Friday after the 
Ascension and ends on Saturday 30th May, the eve of Pente-
cost. This is the oldest of all Novenas and goes back to when 
the Apostles and Mary prayed expectantly during those nine 
days, for the coming of the Advocate. 
If you search on the internet for Novena to the Holy Spirit 2020 
there are countless examples from all over the world you can get 
involved in. The important thing is that we all pray for a powerful 
and fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit. We need it, the world 
needs it.     
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