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THE POPE AND THE END OF THE WAR

‘It is the spirit of evil which wars against the spirit of God and
which would banish from the earth the kingdom of Christ and
deify material force, in order to drive out of the lives of
peoples and still more to abolish from international relations,
every essential distinction between good and evil and between
what is just and what is unjust. To those who have allowed
themselves to be seduced by the advocates of violence and
who, after having thoughtlessly followed them, begin finally to
reawaken from their deception, in consternation at seeing to
what their servile docility has led them, there remains no
other way to salvation than that of repudiating definitely the
idolatry of absolute nationalism, the pride of race and blood,
the desire for hegemony in the possession of worldly goods,
and to turn resolutely toward that spirit of sincere fraternity
which is founded on the worship of the Divine Father of all
men and in which those ideas, for too long a time opposed, of
right and of duty, of advantage and of disadvantage, are
reconciled in justice and in charity’.
These are words of Pope Pius XII, shown here at prayer, in an
address he gave at Easter 1945, seventy-five years ago,
anticipating the end of the war in Europe, VE Day, the
anniversary of which we celebrated on Friday. The pope
recognises and identifies the moral evil at the heart of modern
war, and the terrible things done in the Second World War in
particular – he calls on perpetrators to seek forgiveness from God.
He also pinpoints ‘the idolatry of absolute nationalism, the
pride of race and blood’. Amidst the understandable nostalgia of
the last few days’ observances, rather less marked than it would
have been had it not been for the pandemic, the moral message of
the pope’s words needs to be heeded afresh.

Like many of you I grew up in the shadow of the Second World
War, born only thirteen years after it ended. My mother had been
in the Land Army and the Wrens, and the Southampton of my
childhood still showed signs of bomb damage. It seemed a recent
event in many ways, shaping our lives. In the current crisis I am
conscious that whenever I try not to waste food, I was brought up
not to waste food. It is important this weekend that we pray for the
millions who were killed in the war and mark our gratitude to the
small number of surviving veterans of the conflict. But the moral
message of what the pope, in the rather grand language that popes
used back in 1945, reminds us of the immorality of war. Partly
because of conflicts like this, the anti-war teaching of Christianity
has been strengthened immeasurably since it finished, and the
Catholic Church supports initiatives to avoid war by bringing
nations to work together in peace rather than compete with each
other and fight each other.
One such initiative can be seen in
another anniversary this weekend
which you may not notice in this
country. This Saturday, Europe Day,
sees the 70th anniversary of the
Schuman Declaration, which takes
its name from one of its pioneers, the
French Foreign Minister Robert
Schuman, shown here. This set up the
first common European institutions
which led to the present-day
European Union, promoting shared
sovereignty and co-operation. This
was a reaction to the horrors of the Second World War, five years
after it ended: Schuman was a devout Catholic and his political
outlook rooted in Catholic teaching. The Catholic Church, above
all, needs to assert and proclaim that we cannot really understand
VE Day unless we understand the Schuman Declaration.
Something else needs to be remembered this weekend. The
Second World War is important, for all the reasons which I have
mentioned, but there are also some traps. One is the way in which
in the current Covid-19 pandemic, politicians and journalists insist
on using the language of war to describe how we should be
responding to the crisis, drawing on the country’s history in the
Second World War and the qualities which people showed. This
really is misleading: responding to aggression and the Nazis is not
the same as a scientific and medical response to a virus. It is
simplistic and designed to foster an illusory spirit of national
unity, deflecting public criticism of flawed policy decisions and
incompetence. It is abusing the sacrifices people made in the war;
it’s part of how the culture of our country, in spite of everything,
still glorifies war and all that it means.
So this weekend as we give thanks for what happened seventyfive years ago and pray for those who were killed, we should pray
that people now heed what Pius XII said – and the example too of
Robert Schuman and those who realised the need to build unity in
Europe from its ruins.

MASSES THIS WEEK - via Webcam ONLY
Intentions that have had to be moved due to Mass cancellation will
be offered on the closest possible date.
Sunday 10 May
9.30 am
3.00 pm
5.30 pm

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Ints of Margaret & family
For the people
Benediction
Erika & Paddy Curtin RIP

Monday 11 May
9.00 am
9.40 am
6.30 pm
7.30 pm

Feria
Banfield, Dowling & Knell families
Rosary followed by Exposition - 7pm
Evening Prayer
Evening Reflection

Tuesday 12 May
9.00 am

St Pancras, Martyr
The Dennis family & their lost babies
John Murnane, orphans & benefactors
Rosary followed by Exposition -7pm
Evening Prayer
Evening Reflection

9.40 am
6.30 pm
7.30 pm
Wednesday 13 May
9.00 am
9.40 am
6.30 pm
7.30 pm

Our Lady of Fatima
Ints of Andrew, Miriam & Mark
Edith Ransford RIP
Rosary followed by Exposition -7pm
Evening Prayer
Evening Reflection

Thursday 14 May
9.00 am
9.40 am
6.30 pm
7.30 pm

St Matthias, Apostle
Monica Grima RIP
Rosary followed by Exposition -7pm
Evening Prayer
Evening Reflection

Friday 15 May
9.00 am
9.40 am
6.30 pm
7.30 pm

Feria
Neville Hine RIP
Rosary followed by Exposition -7pm
Evening Prayer
Evening Reflection

Saturday 16 May
9.00 am

St Simon Stock
Deceased benefactors & promotors of
the Claver Sisters
Peggy & Peter Gwynne RIP
Slater & Kilcullen families
For the people

6.00 pm
Sunday 17 May
9.30 am
3.00 pm
5.30 pm

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Mary Logan RIP
Kathleen Eligon RIP
Benediction
Umberto Ferrando RIP
Pauline Piatek RIP

Readings for the Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:5-8,14-17 Psalm 65(66)
Peter 3:15-18
John 14:15-21

A WORD FROM FR STEVE
PRAYER, FASTING AND WORKS OF CHARITY
Pope Francis said the following in a recent statement,
“Since prayer is a universal value, I welcome the
proposal of the Higher Committee of Human Fraternity
that believers of all religions should unite spiritually on
14th May for a day of prayer and fasting and works of
charity to implore God to help humanity overcome the
coronavirus”
I ask all of you to respond to Pope Francis’ request to set
this day aside as best you can.
MARRIAGE WEEK 2020
11th – 17th May is the week that is nationally set aside to
celebrate commitment to the Sacrament of Marriage.
The theme this year is "The Forever Conversation,"
recognising the need for continual open communication
to enable a marriage to be long lasting.
Marriage Encounter is working in partnership with
Marriage Week UK to promote events and
celebrate marriage.
For more information see https://marriage-week.org.uk/
or https://wwme.org.uk/
and https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC7aPwW6AlOVszW3yjFIbrOA/

CAFOD launched its coronavirus emergency appeal on
30 April. The effects of coronavirus on developing
countries where CAFOD works are likely to be devastating.
Families without enough to eat and without access to clean
water and healthcare are particularly vulnerable to coronavirus. The poorest and most marginalised communities will
be pushed further into poverty. Your prayers and gifts are
needed now more than ever to help protect the lives of
those in poor communities. While we are not able to hold
physical collections in our church, you can donate as

individuals at cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal
COLLECTION
The online collection last week came to £3463.93
Thank you
If you would like to pay your weekly offerings
electronically you can do so either through ChurchSuite please click here http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/
donations/ or you could set up a standing order:
Bank details are Sort: 60-02-12 Acc no: 14282887

We pray for those who have died recently: Zoran Jovic, Ann Elmer, Ellie Jones, Fr Gerry Flood, Maureen Young, Constantino
Dante Basconcilo, Andrew Desmousse, Adrian Lasrado, Pat Gibney, Rose Dimeo, Lucia Profita, Mary McCarthy, Michael
Bonsier, Joe Sammut, Moira Stevens, Baxter du Preez, Thomas Stewart, Jenny Adams, Colleen Conroy, Bernice Archbold, Rosemary McWilliams.
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week: Mary Whelan, Henry King, Richard Armfield, Agnes & Gerard Wolters,
Michael Caulfield, Betty Quijano, Mary Gavin, Felix Vernon Feeny, David Mehigan, Tom Pearce, Claude Damant, Victor Gregor,
Wladyslaw Rokita, Bill Barr, Mary Carthew, Harry Gerrish, Sr Hilda Redmond, Alice Duck, Pamela Tocher, Tony Kendrick, Janet
O’Brien, Joanna Pauline Piatek, Colin Wild, Silvania Verlengia, Umberto Ferrando.
We pray for the sick: Jenny Adams, Angela, Rob Burns, Emma-Jane, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, John Crouch, Sorcha
Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Bernie Doran, Cecil Dutton, Antonio Ferrara, Felicity,
Rae Fleming, Flora, Erika Geddes, Chris Grant, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Rosemary Horsley,
Jerry Jacob, John, Monica & Bob Jones, Catherine Kelly, Antony, Celia & Richard Kirin, Pierre Lane, Rose McDonnell, Mary
McGrath, Paul McIndoe, Eddie Mitchell, Salvodor Moreno, Barbara Moyce, Gretta O’Reilly, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian
Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Dr Philip Savage, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, Siobhan, John Stokoe, Angela Stolle,
Deborah Walcott-Grappie, Joan, Alfred, Susan & Wendy Waller, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield, and Charlie Wynn.

