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PEACE AS A JOURNEY OF HOPE 

THIS PICTURE shows Pope Francis celebrating Mass in St   

Peter’s Basilica on 1 January, the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother 

of God.  Since the late 1960s the Catholic Church has kept New 

Year’s Day also as the Day of Prayer for Peace in the World.  

In England and Wales this day of prayer is moved to this Sunday 

every January.  In this parish, encouraged many years ago by a 

pastoral letter from the late Archbishop Michael Bowen, we also 

mark this by means of a second collection for the work of the 

Catholic peace organisation Pax Christi. For details of its work 

and material for Peace Sunday this weekend, go to 

www.paxchristi.org.uk 

However, it is not easy promoting Peace Sunday.  Many clergy in 

the country are indifferent, and the second collection is not    

compulsory for parishes; you get the impression that people are 

much more at home with Remembrance Sunday in November. 

Marching in tune with the rest of the country is much easier than 

asking awkward questions based on our faith.  We have to do this 

on Peace Sunday because every year the pope issues a special 

message for the day of prayer; a few years ago some of you came 

to a special teaching session we had in the hall about a selection 

of the messages since the first one from St Paul VI in the late 60s. 

The messages aim to take forward the condemnation of modern 

warfare and the arms race in the teachings of the Second Vatican 

Council and the letter about peace in the world written by St John 

XXIII in 1963, Pacem in Terris.  

This year’s message is entitled Peace as a Journey of Hope:    

Dialogue, Reconciliation and Ecological Conversion.  You can 

easily download and read the whole thing from www.vatican.va. 

There’s a great deal in the Holy Father’s message – he strongly 

links our condemnation of war to the urgent task of changing the 

way we treat the beautiful world which God has created. I simply 

want to concentrate on one thing here.  The pope wrote the     

message shortly after his visit to Japan in the autumn of last year, 

and at the beginning of the message he reflects on this and what 

he learnt from the Hibakusha, the survivors of the bombings of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945.  At one point he writes, 

quoting what he said in Japan: ‘The Hibakusha, the survivors of 

the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, are 

among those who currently keep alive the flame of collective 

conscience, bearing witness to succeeding generations to the 

horror of what happened in August 1945 and the unspeakable 

sufferings that have continued to the present time.  Their  

testimony awakens and preserves the memory of the victims, 

so that the conscience of humanity may rise up in the face of 

every desire for dominance and destruction.’  
This message of fraternity and reconciliation between peoples, 

calling for a real change of heart, is the only path to peace.  A 

blind alley are international policies which depend on fear and the 

threat of destruction.  Earlier in the letter he writes, again refer-

ring back to his words in Japan: ‘…Our world is paradoxically 

marked by “a perverse dichotomy that tries to defend and 

ensure stability and peace through a false sense of security 

sustained by a mentality of fear and mistrust, one that ends 

up poisoning relationships between peoples and obstructing 

any form of dialogue.  Peace and international stability are 

incompatible with attempts to build upon the fear of mutual 

destruction or the threat of total annihilation…  Every threat-

ening situation feeds mistrust and leads people to withdraw 

into their own safety zone.  Mistrust and fear weaken         

relationships and increase the risk of violence, creating a   

vicious circle that can never lead to a relationship of peace.  

Even nuclear deterrence can only produce the illusion of   

security.  We cannot claim to maintain stability in the world 

through the fear of annihilation, in a volatile situation,       

suspended on the brink of a nuclear abyss and enclosed     

behind walls of indifference.  As a result, social and economic 

decisions are being made that lead to tragic situations where 

human beings and creation itself are discarded rather than 

protected and preserved.  How, then, do we undertake a  

journey of peace and mutual respect?  How do we break the 

unhealthy mentality of threats and fear?  How do we break 

the current dynamic of distrust?’ 

This is why the Church unequivocally denounces policies of   

nuclear deterrence – as practiced by countries like our own.  They 

offer a false answer, and politicians who promote them are guilty 

of immorality and deceit.  When you read the Holy Father’s 

words you can see why Peace Sunday is rather threatening to 

many people – but that should give us strength as Catholics as we 

pray for peace and for Pax Christi this weekend. 

The second collection today is for Pax Christi 
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CHILDREN’S LITURGY GROUP: 
 PLEASE JOIN THE TEAM  

Children’s Liturgy for our primary school children takes 
place on the second Sunday of each month. To make 
sure we can carry on running Children’s Liturgy for the 
children we really need some new helpers so if you could 
spare just one hour a month at 9.30am mass on  Sunday 
please do join us. Joining this friendly group is a great 
way to get to know new people in the parish and doesn’t 
require a huge commitment of time. 
 
All we need is your help setting up and running the        
Children’s Liturgy from 9.10am on the second Sunday of 
each month. If you would like to join us or to find out 
more, please contact Alison Cartin (07939 224312). 

BADMINTON CLUB 
This club which meets weekly in the Hall  at 7.30 pm is 

inviting players of some experience 
to take up their rackets and join 

them. The group is very sociable but 
the players do have a competitive 

edge. There is a nominal member-
ship fee.  Anyone who is even a little 

bit interested is encouraged to give  
Lee Anderson a call on  

0781 445 6604. 

CYM MUSICAL ‘THE CRUSADER’ 
Audition dates – 15 & 22 February 
As part of the Catholic Youth Ministry (CYM) programme 
for 2020, we will be putting on a brand new and original 
musical!  ‘The Crusader’ is about a young knight, William, 
who, upon his return from the Third Crusade with King 
Richard the Lionheart, is delayed on his journey and    pre-
sumed to be dead, yet survives to undergo a con-version 
of heart leading him to turn away from the path of violence 
and warfare.  When William eventually returns home he 
must find his place in the fight of his people against a cor-
rupt baron and his oppressive regime.  There are many 
characters, sub-plots, fun-filled drama and    action in this 
project that has strong themes of faith and forgiveness, 
and tackles the question: ‘how do we        effectively fight 
injustice?’. Although ideally suited to Years 9, 10 and 11, 
we encourage all young people and     members of the 
deanery community with a passion for music, acting, sing-
ing and stage production to get involved in this exciting 
enterprise which we hope to perform in mid-late 
Spring.  We will be holding auditions for actors/singers and 
musicians to be part of the orchestra on Saturday 
15

th
 and Saturday 22

nd
 February from     12-2pm at St 

Joseph’s Church Hall, Plaistow Lane, Bromley.  For 
more information, please contact Joseph Gulliford 
( sem in a r i a n  a t  S t .  Edm und ’s  a n d  the 
writer) gullifordjoseph@gmail.com, or  
Susan Longhurst (Deanery Youth Coordinator) at  
susan.longhurst@bromleydeanery.org. 
 
We know that St Edmund’s has many musically      
talented young people.  Joseph Gulliford who wrote 
this musical is living and working with us at St        
Edmund’s this year.  It would be great it we could get 
behind him and make this production a huge success. 

ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP 
Walk to Saint Blaise's Well, Bromley on  

Sunday, 2 February 

We will meet at the Mansion in Beckenham Place Park at 

2.00 p.m.  Those unable to tackle Bromley Hill, which is 

long and steep should wait outside the Central Library at 

3.00 pm or join us at the Well of St Blaise at 3.15 pm. 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING IN 2020 
A talk by Fr Ashley 

Wednesday 29 January 
8.00pm in church following the 7.30pm Mass 

All welcome 

CAKE SALE 
LEPROSY SUNDAY - 26 JANUARY 

The CWL has long supported a number of leprosy  
charities, and on Leprosy Sunday next weekend they 
are holding a cake sale after the 9.30 and 11.00 am 
Masses to raise funds for LEPRA.  They would         
welcome donations of home made cakes and biscuits to 

sell and hope that many parishioners 
will go across to the Hall to support 
them.  Cakes and cookies can be 
taken to the Hall before Mass. 

WELCOME FR VIANNEY ALPHONSE 
 
We are delighted Fr Vianney has joined us at  
St Edmunds.   In the next newsletter he will tell  
us something about his experience and work in India.  
When you see him do please say hello. 
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CHANGE OF EARLY MORNING MASS TIMES 

We have been really pleased with the numbers attending 
the 7.30 Mass on weekdays.  The change of location and 
the earlier time is clearly fulfilling a need for our          
parishioners and enabling early risers and workers to 
start their day with attending Mass. 

YEAR OF THE WORD 2020 
Sacred Heart School Camberwell 

Saturday 14 March 
Bishop Pat Lynch has arranged a day for the Year of the 
Word for Readers and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion.  Fr Victor Darlington will be the guest 
speaker during sessions in the morning and the after-
noon.  Fr Victor is a renowned scripture professor who 
teaches at St John’s Seminary Wonersh. 
 
Full details of the day are on the notice board in the   
narthex.  Please take a look at them and if you wish to 
attend please sign your name on the sheet before the 
end of February so we can give numbers to the bishop’s 
office. 

THE RECOVERY COURSE 
Wednesday 29 January 

Christ Church, Beckenham 
Food served at 7.00 pm 

Are you struggling with an addiction to drugs, alcohol, 
pornography, sex, gambling, food, social media or some 
other secret habit or compulsive behaviour that is spoil-
ing your life? 
Then why not try The Recovery Course, a free 16     ses-
sion Christian programme for adults based on the 
Twelve Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
Please see poster in the porch for full details. 
 

YOU CAN HELP YOUR MARRIAGE 
Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with 
each other? Do you argue or have you just stopped talk-
ing to each other?   Does talking about it only make it 
worse? Retrouvaille helps couples through difficult times 
in their marriages.  There is no group therapy or group 
work. 
This programme has helped tens of thousands of       
couples experiencing difficulties in their marriage. For 
confidential information about Retrouvaille or to register 
for the next programme commencing with a residential 
weekend on 28, 29 Feb & 1 March 2020 call or text  
0788 7296983 or retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com – or 
visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk 

 

 

 

FAITH IN ACTION LAUNCH 2020 – Coming soon! 

Faith in Action is a national award scheme from     
CYMFED which challenges young people aged 9-18yrs 
to make a difference in the world through service and 
spiritual reflection.  There are four levels of the award - 
Pin, Bronze, Silver, Gold and each one recognises and 
celebrates the good work and positive contribution made 
by young people in their parishes, schools and comm-
unities.   If you are a young person who reads at Mass, 
sings or plays an instrument in the choir, serves on the 
altar, helps or volunteers in your school or community in 
any way, consider getting involved for 2020!  The Faith in 
Action Award (Year 4) will launch on Saturday 
25 January at 10.30am at St Joseph’s Church,    
Plaistow Lane, Bromley so come along to meet the 
team, find out about the range of exciting opportunities 
open to you and register.  Take a look at our ‘Faith in  
Action Bromley Deanery’ videos on YouTube, Facebook 
@bromleydeanery.  You can find out more and register 
online through our website:  
http://www.bromleydeanery.org/faith-in-action-award-
scheme-2020/ or by emailing: 
susan.longhurst@bromleydeanery.org. 

Christian Unity. Remember the prayer of Jesus 
to his heavenly Father: ‘That they may be one as 
you and I are one.’  
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (WPCU) 
began on Saturday.  Please do pray for unity 
among Christians and if you are able to attend 
one of the following events taking place in local 
churches and listed below, please do so.  
        
  Thank you. 
  
Choral Evensong for Christian Unity at St 
George’s, Beckenham High Street, 5.30 pm on 
Sunday 19th. 
 
Taizé Service at Beckenham Baptist Church, Elm 
Road, 8.00pm on Monday 20th. 
 
Café Church at Penge Congregational Church, 
Penge High Street, 9.30 am on Tuesday 21st. 
 
Time of Quiet Meditation in our Lady’s Chapel at  
St Edmund’s, 3.00-6.00 pm on Wednesday 22nd. 
 
Camp Fire Worship (indoor) at the Avenue Baptist 

Church, Avenue Rd 8.00 pm on Friday 24th. 

ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Our parish school, St Mary's Catholic Primary School, 
currently has places in some year groups.  If you are 
interested in making an In - Year application for your 
child to join our school or would like to arrange a visit, 

then please contact Mrs Tracey, our Admissions Officer 
on 020 8650 2355 or via email 

at admin@stmaryscp.co.uk 
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Masses this week 
 

Monday 20 Jan  Feria (St Fabian, St Sebastian) 

  7.30 am Church Robertson Family 

10.00 am Church The Dennis Family & their lost babies. 
 

Tuesday 21 Jan  St Agnes, Virgin & martyr 

  7.30 am Church Ints of Sr Margaret 
10.00 am Church Maureen Finch RIP 
  7.00 pm Church Mass for Confirmandi & their parents. 
 
Wednesday 22 Jan  Feria (St Vincent, Deacon & Martyr) 
  8.15 am Claver  Benefactors & Promoters of the  
    Claver Sisters 
10.00 am Church Jeanne & Pierre Champetier RIP & 
    Nancy & Stephen Dennis RIP 
  7.30 pm Church Noreen Dowling 
 
Thursday 23 Jan  Feria 
  7.30 am Church Kathy Connolly RIP  
10.00 am Church Daniel Rumbol RIP 
 
Friday 24 Jan  St Francis de Sales, Bishop  
  7.30 am Church Cotter Family 
  9.10 am St Mary’s Private Intention 
10.00 am Church Welfare of Young Farmers  
12.30 am Church Requiem for Tina Loughney 
 
Saturday 25 Jan  The Conversion of St Paul the  
    Apostle 
  8.15 am Claver  O’Keefe Family 
10.00 am Church Giovanna Panetta RIP 

Confessions  

10.30 - 11.00am and 5.30pm - 5.55pm 

  6.00 pm Church Michel Pottier RIP & Stella Hacking 

    RIP (2nd anniv) 

 
Sunday 26 Jan  Third Sunday (Sunday of the Word 
     of God) 
  8.00 am Church For all persecuted born & unborn  
    children  
  9.30 am Church Jason Du Haney RIP 
11.00 am Church Gerald Baker RIP  
  5.30 pm Church For the people 
  7.00 pm Church Grace Mary Friend-Pereira RIP  

 
Readings for the 26th January 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
Isaiah 8:23-9:3 

Psalm 26 
Paul to the Corinthians 1:10-13,17 

Matthew 4:12-23 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Robert Harrison, Greta Harrison, Alan Clarke,  Frank Fitzpatrick,  
Lorna Watermayer, Lindsay Pollard, Billy Moriaty, Tina Loughney and Maria Ferreira. 
 
We pray for those whose anniversaries are at this time:  Baby Paul William ‘Wotsit’ Pemberton, Geoffrey Sisley,     
Samuel Sana, Emily Edwards, Eleanor Harrington, Patrick McInally, Monica Cronin, Walter Grubb, Juana Chacaltana, 
Joan Salmon, Mary Callaghan, Jean Cullen, Kathleen Phelan, Monica Hyland, Eamon Fenton, Tom Gower, Cheryl 
McGoldrick, Gibson Janika Sikaleya, Frank Donagh and Caroline Pearson. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Bernice, Emma-Jane, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine, Leah Clent, John Crouch,  Niamh 
Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Cecil Dutton, Ann Elmer, Felicity, Mary Flood, Erika Geddes, 
Chris Grant, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Jerry Jacob, John, Ellie Jones, Mary McGrath, 
Eddie Mitchell, Barbara Moyce, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder,  
Siobhan, Helen Solley, Angela Stolle, Patricia Weal and Charlie Wynn. 
 

DIARY DATES 
Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30 - 6.15 pm -except on 
Bank Holidays. 
Open door for the bereaved on the first Thursday of every 
month from 10.30 am to 12 noon in no11 

Law Surgery every second Monday of the month in no11  

at 7pm  

Prayer Meeting last Friday of the month in no11 at 7.30pm  

 

JANUARY 2020 

18-25      Christian Unity Week - see poster in the porch for 
      details 

Wed 22   Time of Quiet Meditation in Lady Chapel - 3-6pm 

Sat 25     Contemplative Saturday no11, 11 am-noon 

Mon 27    Requiem Mass for Lindsay Pollard 11.00 am 

Wed 29   Talk on Catholic Social Teaching 8pm in church 

  

FEBRUARY 

Sat 29     Contemplative Saturday no 11, 11 am-noon 

 
The collection last Sunday came to £2314.51 with a further 

£2696.68 through ChurchSuite and standing orders. 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity. 
 


