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A VERY HAPPY AND HOLY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR PARISHIONERS 

ENVELOPES If you would like to have your deceased family 

members remembered in the Masses during November write their 

names on a piece of paper and put it into the Holy Souls enve-

lopes provided. They will be placed in a box on the altar during 

the Masses this month. Any donations in the envelopes will go to 

Isn’t it ridiculous how we can allow events to irritate us and 
get right under our skin? 
I came across a story in a national newspaper last week 
about a shopping centre in Stirling, Scotland which       
declined the request of the Legion of Mary to display a  
traditional crib on its premises during Advent and      
Christmas.  The main reason?  Apparently, the ruling body 
didn’t want their customers being subjected to the beliefs 
of individual organisations and were proud to be politically 
and religiously neutral.  I must confess to red mist rapidly 
descending.  The decision had well and truly rattled my 
cage and any semblance of peace I may have possessed 
prior to reading the article was replaced by something 
more than annoyance, seething resentment. 
After a while of course, when I reflected on the many    
disasters both natural and man-made throughout the world 
that shatter the peace of so many thousands of lives, I  
began to get a sense of perspective.  But isn’t it            
astounding how even comparatively trivial things can    
undermine our peace of mind?  God himself desires peace 
for each and every one of us but it’s a peace that the world 
cannot give. 
And what better time to remind ourselves of this fact than 
these Advent and Christmas seasons?  This Sunday we 
hear ‘He himself will be Peace’ (Micah 5:4). At Midnight 
Mass we hear from the Prophet Isaiah how all the footgear 
of battle and every cloak drenched in blood will be        
destroyed by ‘the Wonder Counsellor, Mighty God, Eternal 
Father, Prince of Peace’ (Isaiah 9). 
In the Gospel of this Mass, the message of peace         
continues: “Do not be afraid” declare the angels to the  
terrified shepherds outside Bethlehem and this is followed 
by the heavenly choir singing, “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and peace to men who enjoy his favour” (Luke 2). 
In the Mass of Christmas day, we hear the beautiful and 
uplifting words from Isaiah, “How beautiful on the       
mountains are the feet of one who brings good news, who 
heralds peace, brings happiness, proclaims                   
salvation” (Isaiah 52). 
Hopefully, reflecting on these passages at Mass and as we 
read them again over the coming days we will be deeply 
reassured that Jesus Christ is truly the Prince of Peace 
who comes to reside in our hearts so that we not only   
experience calming presence in the turbulent storms of our 
lives but are strengthened and energised to be peace-
makers to others. 

CHRISTMAS PEACE AT EVERY LEVEL AND EVERYDAY 

Richard Leonard SJ in the Tablet (15 December)          
encourages us this Christmas to hear and take ownership 
of God’s greeting, “Be not afraid”, and he quotes St Paul’s 
assurance that ‘perfect love casts out all fear.’  He goes 
on to tell us that ‘‘On any day in the coming year, when 
we face down our fears and live our Christian lives to the 
full, we will discover that Christmas is a movable feast”. 
 
I leave you with Fr Leonard’s favourite Advent poem by 
John Bell of the Iona Community in Scotland.  It is also 
one of mine. 
 
Light looked down and saw the darkness. 
“I will go there,” said light. 
Peace looked down and saw war. 
“I will go there,” said peace. 
Love looked down and saw hatred. 
“I will go there,” said love. 
So, he, 
The Lord of Light, 
The Prince of Peace, 
The King of Love, 
Came down and crept in beside us. 

 

Fr. Steve Wymer - Parish Priest  020 8650 3390  -  stephenwymer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Ashley Beck - 020 8650 4117 or 020 7998 5949 - ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr. Simplicio D’Souza - 020 8650 7533 - simpliciodsouza@rcaos.org.uk 
Deacon Sean Murphy - 020 3490 5693 - seanmurphy@rcaos.org.uk  

Fr Steve, Fr Ashley, 

Fr Simplicio and 

Deacon Sean send 

Christmas greetings to 

all and grateful thanks 

for your kind cards and 

gifts. 

mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com


 

PARISH NEWS 

HOLY COMMUNION AT THE 6PM CHRISTMAS VIGIL 
AND MIDNIGHT MASS AT ST EDMUND'S 

Owing to the exceptional number of people normally  
attending these two Masses, and the consequent  

crowding of the aisles, it will be possible to  
administer Holy Communion only under the form of the 

host; the chalice will not be available to the  
congregation.  The fullness of Christ, body and blood, soul 

and divinity, is received under either kind.    
 

Please visit our Christmas Crib.  All the money raised will 
go to support the local Catholic Children’s Society  

Crisis Fund which provides one-off emergency grants to 
support children and families who are experiencing a  

crisis in their lives. 
Your donations should be placed in the box in the wall on 

the left of the doors near where the crib is. 
There are envelopes to use if you wish to Gift Aid your 

donation. 

Thank you to all those who have worked so 

hard to prepare our Church for Christmas.  

Much work goes on behind the scenes and   

often  I do not see the workers to thank them 

for their efforts.  Thank you too to the ‘front of 

house’.  Our MCs and altar servers, choirs and 

musicians, readers and Extraordinary      

Ministers of Communion, crowd control,     

sacristans, brass cleaners and flower team.  

We are truly blessed by those who give their 

time so generously. 

 

A blessed Christmas to all of you. 

Fr Steve 

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS TO OUR PRIESTS 

The offerings from all Christmas Masses are your personal 
gift to our priests and are separate from any standing order 
or regular giving you may have set up.  Gift Aid can be 
claimed on these Christmas offerings but is retained by the 
parish  itself - the priests do not benefit from this element.  
As the Christmas collection is always so generous we do 
urge our Gift Aid donors to ensure their offering is given in 
an envelope showing their Gift Aid number or their name 
and address on the outside. 

 

Christmas offerings can also be made online through our 
website, www.saintedmunds.net.  Click on ‘donate’ and 
scroll to the bottom of the page, click on the button ‘donate 
with ChurchApp’; enter an amount under ‘one-off donation’, 
check that ‘Christmas Offering for Priests’ is selected from 
the dropdown menu and continue by following the on-
screen prompts.  Thank you for your generosity to our 
priests at Christmas and Easter and to our parish through-
out the year. 

 

READERS AND EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  
OF HOLY COMMUNION - 8.00AM MASS SUNDAY 

Please call into the Sacristy to collect your new rota for 2019 

 

PARISH ADVENT CAROL SERVICE 
Thank you to all who attended our Parish Advent Carol 

Service last Saturday. 
Special thanks go out to all the choirs who participated. 

The collection in aid of St. Christopher’s Hospice came to 
 £ 396.13. 

Thank you for your generosity 
 

We will be sending this money to St Christopher’s Hospice 
before Christmas and in addition we will be sending an  
additional £173.89 which is the money collected from    

refreshments served by the Rosary Group after the 10am 
Mass on Tuesday mornings 

 

Thank you for all your generous contributions to the Penge 
winter night shelter.  They now have a good supply of bed 
linen so send their grateful thanks and have asked that you 
bring no further contributions just now. We will of course let 
you know if more help is needed.  

CAROL SINGING FOR CHRISTIAN AID 
Members of our choirs sang carols outside Sainsbury’s last 

weekend to raise funds for Christian Aid.  Organised by 
Churches Together in Beckenham CTiB singers from other 
churches joined in and together they raised almost £500.  

Thank you to our singers for giving up their time. 

PARISH OFFICE 
If you need a priest over the Christmas period one will 
always be available after the 10 am daily Mass or if a 
priest is needed urgently please phone 07740 970749           

which is the phone carried by the on-call priest. 
 

The Parish Office is taking a short break and will re-open 
on January 2. 

A very happy Christmas to you all, 

Rosemary  & Barbara 



NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE WITH CAFOD 
Become a volunteer.  Make 2019 the 
year you meet new friends, inspire  
others to act for social justice, and use your skills to help 
our sisters and brothers working to overcome poverty 
around the globe. 
We are especially looking for…  
- Office Volunteers  for our office in Waterloo or  
Bromley to join our friendly team and help with our  
administrative tasks.   
- Volunteer area coordinators  to help in Coordinating 
parish volunteers in the Southwark diocese to enable 
them to inspire the Catholic community to reach out to 
the poorest communities in the world. 
Please get in touch with us 
on southwark@cafod.org.uk or 020 8466 9901 to find out 
more about how you can make a difference.  

There is a small box on the right hand reading 
slope in the porch for any used stamps you 
might have.  They are being collected to raise 
funds for Child Dialysis.  Please do not bring 
them into the Office. 

Step away from the pressure of the Christmas and New 
Year celebrations and spend some time in quietude and 
prayer.  You are welcome to come to our Contemplative  
Saturday on December 30 from 11 - 12 noon or to join us for 
Monday Meditation on January 1 from 5.30 - 6.15pm, both in 
no11. 

LAW SURGERY 
The first Law Surgery of the year is on Monday January 7 
from 7.00 pm in no11.  Callers will be seen in turn so please 
come on time. 

ADMISSIONS TO HOSPITAL 

Catholic hospital chaplains will only be aware of your  
admission if you specifically ask for the hospital        

chaplaincy team to be informed. Please tell a member of 
the ward staff.  It is also helpful to let your priests know 

that you are in hospital. 

 
 
 
 
 

CWL MEETING 
Tuesday 8 January 

2-5 pm in no 11 

BEREAVEMENT OPEN DOOR 
Wednesday 9 January 
10.30-12 noon in no 11 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Kathy   
Driscoll, Sheba Davies, Patrick Metters and Hyacinth  
Mascarenhas, Sandra Sekulic and Kevin Costello. 
 
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week 
and next:  Glenys Warren, Gabriela Krakowska, Wally 
Nisbet, John Keogh, Cicely Welsh, Sybil Brocklehurst, 
Leo Tindemans, Joan Giuseppi, Agnes Fahy, Elvire    
Foster, Felix De Souza, Marion Skelly, Canon Reynell, 
William O’Neill, Ralph Lilly, Janusz Kopczynski, Alycia 
Stannard, Genna Eilers, Larry Brady, Dorothy Pask, Dirce 
O’Donnell, Evelyn Dias, Richard Graves, Fr Anthony 
Richins, Brian Miller, Patrick Flaherty and Paula Vella. 
 
We pray for the sick: 
Andrew, Bernice, Edith Campos, Paul James Claridge, 
Arthur Cromwell, Christine Curl, Daniel Dennehy,          
Giacomo Dillon, Joan Davies, John Dillon, Rosanna 
Domenissini, Bridget D’Souza, Iolene Durham, Ann 
Elmer, Elizabeth, Margaret Fennessy, Hans Halpin,     
Anisah Hassan, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Heneghan, Jim 
Henry, John Hughes, Frances Hughes, Monica Hyland, 
Jerry Jacob, John Kelsall, John, Sarah Marie Kench, Ken 
Francis Kench, Keith Kench, Ann Kingston, Richard Kirin, 
Grace Knight, Agnes Yuen Man Leung, Paul McQuinny 
and family, Maria McWay, Eddie Mitchell, Orla O’Regan, 
Patsy O’Reilly, Jonathan Parker, Catherine Phelan, Hilary 
Pitt, John Quaife, David Rogers, Rosa, Colleen       
Schroeder, Siobhan, Paula Shaw, Margaret Simpson, 
Paul Stevenson, Charlie Wynn, Barry Thorpe, Patricia 
Weal, Joan & Alfred. 

MIDNIGHT MASS AT SCHOOL 
Our parish is unusual in having at Christmas a second    
Midnight Mass, to ease the pressure on numbers in the 
church and be of help to people at one end of the parish 
who might find it hard to get to Mass in church late at night. 
Midnight Mass in St Mary’s School in Westgate Road is also 
a little shorter than the corresponding mass in church.  You 
also get to sing contemporary carols, led by our Folk Choir, 
and last but not least, worshippers usually stay afterwards 
for Fr Ashley’s celebrated mulled wine (not shop bought, but 
following a special recipe) and mince pies. 
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MASSES  
 
Sunday 23   Fourth Sunday of Advent 
  8.00 am Church Stephen O’Brian  RIP  
  9.30 am Church Patrick Dillon RIP  
11.00 am Church Jeanne & Pierre Champetier &  
    Nancy & Stephen Dennis RIP 
  5.30 pm Church Sean Murphy & Brenda Burkinshaw 
        RIP 
  7.00 pm Church For the people 
 

Monday 24   Christmas Eve 

   8.15 am Church No Mass today 

 10.00 am Church William Hession RIP 

 
Christmas Vigil Masses The Season of Christmas 
   6.00 pm Church John and Ellen McCarthy RIP 
   6.00 pm  St Mary’s Paul Stephens RIP 
   7.30 pm Church Mai Fitzgerald & Desmond  
    Fitzgerald RIP 
 

Tuesday 25   The Nativity of the Lord 

 11.30 pm Church  Carols and Readings  followed by 

    Mass at Midnight  

    Edet & Ekong families 

     - in thanksgiving 

    John Keogh RIP 

 11.30 pm St Mary’s Carols followed by Mass at Midnight 

    For the people 

   8.00 am  Church William and Nora Spillane RIP 

   9.30 am Church For the people 

 11.00 am  Church Patrick Chambers RIP 

There are no evening Masses on Christmas Day 

Wednesday 26  St Stephen, the first Martyr 
  8.15 am Claver  No Mass 
10.00 am Church Michael Walsh 
  7.30 pm Church No Mass 
 
Thursday 27    St John, Apostle and Evangelist 
  8.15 am  Claver  No Mass 
10.00 am Church Andre Pompon RIP 
  8.00 pm  Church  Adoration 
 
Friday 28    The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
  8.15 am Claver  No Mass 
10.00 am Church Andrew Bready RIP 
 
Saturday 29   St Thomas of Canterbury, Bishop 
  8.15 am Claver  No Mass 
10.00 am Church Ralph Lilly RIP 
  6.00 pm Church John & Ellen McGrath RIP 
 

Reconciliation on Saturday from 10.30 - 12 noon  

and from 5.30 - 6.00 pm 

 

 

 MASSES 
 

Sunday 30    The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary  
    & Joseph 
  8.00 am Claver  Carlota Fernandes RIP 
  9.30 am Church For the people 
11.00 am Church Roy Brocklehurst RIP 
  5.30 pm Church  Sandra Naughton RIP 
  7.00 pm Church Alan Watson RIP 
 

Monday 31   Seventh Day within the Octave  

    of the Nativity of the Lord 

   8.15 am Church No Mass 

 10.00 am Church Tess Keane 

 

Tuesday 1   Mary the Holy Mother of God 
  8.15 am Claver  No Mass today 
10.00 am Church Anthony Leonard RIP 
 
Wednesday 2   SS Basil the Great & Gregory  
    Nazianzen 
  8.15 am  Claver  Sisters of St Peter Claver 
10.00 am Church Henry R King RIP 
  7.30 pm Church Canon Jack Madden and Michael  
    Madden RIP 
  
Thursday 3    The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
  8.15 am Claver  Sean O’Connor RIP 
10.00 am Church Mary Long RIP 
  8.00 pm  Claver  Adoration & Benediction 
 
Friday 4   Feria of Christmas Time 
  8.15 am Claver  Salesian Sisters 
10.00 am Church Ints of Coppola family 
    Adoration and Benediction 
 
Saturday 5    Feria of Christmas Time  
  8.15 am Claver  The Forgotten Holy Souls 
10.00 am Church Anthony Long RIP 
  6.00 pm Church Philomena Turner RIP 
 

Reconciliation on Saturday from 10.30 - 12 noon  

and from 5.30 - 6pm 

 

Sunday 6   The Epiphany of the Lord 
  8.00 am Church Estella Campos - birthday ints.  
  9.30 am Church Howard Long & his Mum & Dad RIP  
11.00 am Church John Heneghan RIP 
  5.30 pm Church Terrance Forrest RIP 
  7.00 pm Church For the people 
 

   

DIARY DATES 
 
DECEMBER 
Saturday 30 - Contemplative Saturday in no11 11-12 noon 

 

JANUARY 

Meditation every Monday in no 11 from 5.30 - 6.15  
including 1 January 2018. 
Wednesday 3 - Bereavement Group in no 11 from  

10.30 - 12 noon 

Tuesday 9 - CWL 2.30 pm in no 11. 

Monday 8 - Law Surgery in no 11 from 7.00 pm 

Friday 11 - 12.30 pm Requiem of Ellen Costello 

 

The plate collection last weekend came to £2192.20   
Standing orders and money given through ChurchSuite 

added another £1932.38 


