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The second collection is for the Archbishop’s Administration Fund
REMEMBER AND LISTEN TO BENEDICT XV
‘That for which the whole world has
long sighed, which Christianity has
implored with such fervent prayer, and
for which We too, interpreter of the
common sorrow, have never ceased to
pray with the heart of the father intent
on the good of all - that has come in a
moment: at last, the clash of arms has
ceased.’
These words were written a hundred years
ago in what must be one of the shortest papal encyclical letters
ever written, called by its Latin title Quod Iam Diu - a short,
passionate exclamation by Pope Benedict XV, shown above, after
the armistice of November 1918, the centenary of which is being
marked in many ways this weekend. What he makes clear in the
letter is that it was God who was to be thanked for the end of the
conflict, after so many years of killing. Many of the observances
this weekend will be moving and impressive, particularly those in
northern France and Belgium, and especially those which
emphasise reconciliation. It’s worth remembering, of course, that
fighting didn’t really stop in Eastern Europe, and also that for
Poland the anniversary is of the regaining of the country’s national
independence. However, from the point of view of Christianity
and our teaching about war and peace - which has developed so
much in the last century, partly because of the Great War - some
of the ways in which Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day
are celebrated are inadequate and flawed. If we give the
impression that the war was justified, or if we proclaim that war is
noble and glorious, or if we exalt the power of the nation State and
its claimed, then we do not honour those who were killed in their
millions and we do not witness to our belief as Christians that war
is sinful and evil. For us there is no place for tawdry nationalism.
There won’t be much reference to Pope Benedict this weekend,
even perhaps in our churches, so it’s worth remembering what he
said and did. Most importantly, he worked tirelessly from the
beginning of his pontificate in September 1914 to end the conflict.
He condemned it as immoral and unjustified. He poured scorn on
the claims of both the Allied and the Central Powers that they
were acting justly. He repeatedly called - particularly in the
diplomatic initiative he took in the summer of 1917 - for the
powers to stop fighting and negotiate a settlement. This consistent
teaching, which was imparted in very strong and colourful
language, called the leaders of the nations to account and
reminded them that they would have to answer to God for their
actions: indeed one of the pope’s themes was the war was
happening in the first place because of the abandonment of

authentic belief in God and the Christian faith. This teaching
has to help us now in the ways in which we remember and pray
for the souls of those who were killed - one of the ways in which
the pope tried to root his teaching about the war in Catholic
devotional life was to enact that more Masses for the holy souls
in November should be offered for those being killed in the war;
he also inserted the invocation ‘Queen of Peace, pray for us’ in
the Litany of Our Lady (and he gave a statue of Our Lady under
this title to the basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore in Rome).
What we say about peace has to be rooted in our worship.
Praying for the souls in purgatory of those who were killed in
the war should be particularly important, and many of us lost
family members in the conflict.
We also as the Catholic community in this country ought to be
penitent, for in Britain and virtually all the combatant countries
the pope got little or no support from Catholic bishops or most
Catholics, who were keen to rally to their national flags (the
only exception were the bishops of Ireland). The actions of
Cardinal Bourne, of Archbishop Amigo (who laid the
foundation stone of our church) and the rest of them were
appalling and shameful - the small minority of Catholics in this
country who were loyal to the pope (the Guild of the Pope’s
Peace) were marginalised and disowned by the bishops. This
may shock us, but we also need to be aware that we still have a
lot to do to distance ourselves from the glorification of war and
witness to Christian teaching. As we pray for the war dead this
weekend we should also pray for Benedict XV and give thanks
for his ministry and teaching.
The wearing of a white poppy, as an alternative to the British
Legion’s red poppy or in addition to it, is one way in which
some make a witness for peace this weekend. For the first time
we are making available in the porch some of these. There is no
charge but you are welcome to put some money in the wall safe
to defray costs.

A WORD FROM FR STEVE
This Friday is the Feast of St Edmund of Canterbury or
St Edmund of Abingdon, the patron saint of this parish.
Abingdon is the birthplace of St Edmund and to this day
the Catholics of that town celebrate his feast day on 30th
May, the date of the dedication of a chapel there.
To mark the occasion here,
we will be serving tea, coffee
and cake in no11 after
the 10am Mass on Friday.
Please join us.

Statue of St Edmund as an
impoverished student by
Rodney Munday and located at
St Edmund Hall College (garden),
Oxford.

MEMORIAL TREE
Our Memorial Tree is in
place on the sanctuary
steps. If you wish a
departed friend or
family member to be
remembered by name,
please fill out a card and
hang it from a branch.

MASS FOR THE BEREAVED
10.00 am – 24 November
All parishioners are invited to attend our annual Mass for
the bereaved. During Mass the names of those who have
died in the last 12 months will be read out and a candle
will be lit for them.
Please contact the Parish Office if you would like the
names of other deceased relatives and friends to be
included.
All are welcome to the Hall for refreshments after the
Mass.
SVP CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Monday 10 December at 12.30 - 3.00pm
If you are one of our older parishioners and
would like to join us for a Christmas lunch
and haven’t yet booked your place and to
reserve transport if required, please phone
Fiona on 020 8460 2322 or email
fiona@businessjunction.co.uk
For those on low income there will be no charge, but
otherwise, the lunch will cost £15 per person

Across London it is estimated that nearly 5,000 people
slept rough last year and volunteers are now needed to
help run the winter homeless shelters opening in our area
in December.
For more information or to volunteer please email
bromleyshelter@gmail.com or visit their website
www.bromleyshelter.org.uk

Children from St Mary’s will be singing carols and
musicians will also entertain.

NO PARKING ON THE FORECOURT PLEASE

MASS FOR THE SICK AND THE
HOUSEBOUND

A CALL FOR CAKES
If anyone could bake a cake or contribute some other
items for tea it would be appreciated. If you could help
please give Fiona a call on 07956 516 279 or email
fionaross8@gmail.com

MASS FOR THE SICK AND
THE HOUSEBOUND
1 December at 3.00 pm
There will be priests available to hear
confession from 2.30pm and after the Mass
if needed.
During the Mass there will Anointing of the Sick for all who
wish for it.
Afterwards everyone is invited to have
refreshments in the Hall.
It would be helpful if anyone who is coming, or their carer
could please contact the organiser so they have an idea of
numbers.
If you could offer some assistance to transport people to the
church please contact Fiona 07956 516 279,
email fionaross8@gmail.com

The 5th Beckenham South (St Edmund’s) Scout Group
wishes to thank everyone who assisted in making their
annual Charity Fireworks Display such a success this year.
We hope to provide tangible appreciation in the form of
donations for flowers, the SVP Group and Cafod too.
God bless.

ST EDMUND'S CHRISTMAS DINNER & DANCE PARTY
Friday 7 December
7.15 for 8.00 p.m.
Cost: £30 per person
Tickets to be booked by Friday 23 November
Contact Monique 020 8658 4829

We would appreciate any donations to the
raffle: new unwanted gifts, bottles of alcohol,
toiletries, vouchers etc.
Raffle proceeds go to
St Christopher’s Hospice

CHRIST THE KING YOUTH DAY
24 November - 2 - 6 pm
St Joseph’s Church, Plaistow Lane, Bromley
Are you in Y7 and above? If so, you are invited to Christ
the King Youth Day. The day will be packed with fun,
music, art and reflection led by the Catholic Youth
Ministry Team and will be followed by a Youth Mass at
6pm. Refreshments will be provided throughout the day.
If you would like to get involved with the musical
activities, please bring your instruments with you.
Tell your friends and invite them along to enjoy a
fantastic, youth-led celebration for the Feast of Christ the
King. We look forward to seeing you there!
(Suggested voluntary contribution £2)
The Sisters of St. Peter Claver wish to thank all the
parishioners of St Edmunds, for their generous giving
towards the sale of our Mission Calendar. This year your
generosity amounted to £1,089.60.
We are very grateful for your support and may God
reward you all.

LAW SURGERY
Our Walk In Law Surgery is this Monday 12 November
from 7.00pm in no11 Village Way.
Please come early. Clients will be seen in order of arrival
and when the last one in the queue has been seen the
solicitor will leave.

BIISHOP CHALLONER REMEMBERS
The nursery at Bishop
Challoner School has
been instrumental in
driving forward a wholeschool creative initiative
to commemorate the 100
years since the end of
World War One. The
pupils, staff and families
of the school from
nursery, through to sixth
form, have been taking
time out to remember
those who paid the
ultimate sacrifice during
WWI. During form time
and classes the pupils
have been invited to
reflect and to make a
poppy for our large scale cross. Pupils in the school
have used felt and buttons to either sew or glue poppies,
and families, staff and children at home have crocheted,
knitted and sewn a variety of poppies to adorn our cross.
Head Teacher Paula Anderson said, ‘This initiative has
brought the whole school community together and
inspired everyone to make poppies to commemorate the
centenary of the end of the First World War’.
The large quantities of poppies donated have enabled us
to create a truly fitting tribute in memory of those who
fought in WWI.

Masses this week
Sunday 11 November
8.00 am
Church
9.30 am
Church
10.55 am
Church
5.30 pm
Church
7.00 pm
Church

Thirty-second Sunday
Pedro & Francis Fernandes RIP
Archibald Mascarenhas RIP
Richard Graves RIP
Eddie Finch RIP
For the people

Monday 12 November
8.15 am
Church
10.00 am
Church
7.30 pm
27 VW

St Josaphat, Bishop & Martyr
Sean Dean RIP
Julia & Mick Mockler RIP
Adoration

Tuesday 13 November
8.15 am
Claver
10.00 am
Church
11.30 am
Church

St Frances Xavier Cabrini
Dec’d Claver Sisters
David Norman RIP
Deanery Mass for Deceased Clergy

Wednesday 14 November
8.00 am
Challoner
8.15 am
Claver
10.00 am
Church
7.30 pm
Church

Feria
Private Intention
Margaret Keane RIP
Monica Grima RIP
Tommy Ruddy RIP

Thursday 15 November
8.15 am
Claver

Feria
Dec’d promoters and benefactors of
the Claver Sisters
Angelica & Dante RIP
Memorial Mass for Sylvia Curtis RIP

10.00 am
6.30 pm

Church
Church

Friday 16 November
8.15 am
9.10 am
10.00 am

Claver
St Mary’s
Church

St Edmund of Abingdon, Bishop
Our Patronal Feast
Wellbeing of Joan Walsh
Private intention
Edmund Mayungbe RIP (anniv)

Saturday 17 November
Feria
8.15 am
Claver
Eleanor Gall RIP
10.00 am
Church
Private intention
Reconciliation from 10.30 - 11 am and 5 - 5.55 pm
6.00 pm
Church
Frank Stanhope RIP
Sunday 18 November
8.00 am
Church
9.30 am
Church
11.00 am
Church
5.30 pm
Church
7.00 pm
Church

Thirty-third Sunday
Violet & Augustus Fernandes RIP
David Mascarenhas RIP
Ints of Chidolue family (Latin)
For the people
All Clergy & office staff at St Edmund’s

The Rosary is prayed from 9.40 every Monday - Saturday
following 10.00 am Mass on these days there is
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for one hour.
During this sacred hour the church should be in total
silence as the Blessed Sacrament is venerated.

Readings for Sunday 18 November
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) Cycle 2,
Psalter Week I
Daniel 12:1-3
Psalm 15
Hebrews 10:11-14, 18
Mark 13:24-32
DIARY DATES
Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30-6.15pm
There is an open door for the bereaved on the first
Wednesday of every month from 10.30am in no11
Law Surgery is every second Monday of the month at 7 pm in
no11
Drop In for those living with memory loss and their carers is
every Thursday at 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm in the Hall
NOVEMBER
Monday 12 - Law Surgery - 7pm - no 11
Saturday 17 - Day of Recollection for Readers and
Extra-ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Saturday 17 - Walking Group -Walk has been postponed
Saturday 24 - 10 am - Annual Mass for the Bereaved
Monday 26 - 11.45 - Requiem for John Sylvester
DECEMBER
Saturday 1 - 3.00 pm - Mass for the Sick & the Housebound
Friday 7 - Parish dinner and dance
Sunday 9 - Parish Christmas Fair
Sunday 9 - Children's Advent Service - 3pm
Monday 10 - SVP lunch for older parishioners
Saturday 15 - 7.15 - Advent Carol Service
Saturday 22 - 4.30 pm - Advent Reconciliation Service
COLLECTION
Last weekend the plate collection came to £2199.61 with a
further £2586.79 received through ChurchSuite and
standing orders.
Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. Where there is
hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.
O, Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be
consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love; For it is in giving that we receive; it is
in pardoning that we are pardoned; it is in dying
that we are born again to eternal life.
A Prayer for Peace - St Francis

We pray for those who have died recently: John Sylvester, Geneva Guerrieri, Sean O’Connor, Andrew Kaczmarczyk
and Pat McQuaid.
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week: Eddie Finch, John Basquill, Madeleine Ellis, Maureen Tyler,
James Hussey, Michael Sullivan, Sylvester (Cyril) Cunningham, Frank Bond, Elsie Callaghan, Brian Cardell, Margaret Feagan, Angelina Akpan, Robert Reed, Edmund Mayungbe, John Newcombe, Charlie Doyle and Andrew Doran.
We pray for the sick: Andrew, Bernice, Edith Campos, Paul James Claridge, Arthur Cromwell, Christine Curl, Daniel
Dennehy, Giacomo Dillon, Sheba Davies, Joan Davies, John Dillon, Rosanna Domenissini, Bridget D’Souza, Iolene
Durham, Ann Elmer, Elizabeth, Margaret Fennessy, Hans Halpin, Anisah Hassan, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Heneghan, Jim
Henry, Frances Hughes, Monica Hyland, Jerry Jacob, John Kelsall, John, Sarah Marie Kench, Ken Francis Kench, Keith
Kench, Ann Kingston, Richard Kirin, Grace Knight, Virginia Lee, Agnes Yuen Man Leung, Paul McQuinny and family, Maria
McWay, Eddie Mitchell, Orla O’Regan, Patsy O’Reilly, Catherine Phelan, John Quaife, Rosa, Colleen Schroeder, Siobhan,
Paula Shaw, Charlie Wynn, Barry Thorpe, Joan Walsh, Patricia Weal, Joan & Alfred.

