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The second collection next weekend is for Ecclesiastical Education

REJOICE AND BE GLAD!
LAST MONDAY Pope Francis issued a new teaching document
entitled Gaudete et Exultate, ‘Rejoice and Be Glad!’ As always it
is a very thoughtful and challenging document, demanding
reflection on what he says over a long period of time. There are
simply a few introductory remarks from me here, and an extended
quote to give you a flavour of it. You can download it from
www.vatican.va.
The Church is much clearer than in the past that all Christians, not
just clergy and nuns, are called to holiness, and that is first and
foremost what the pope’s new document is about. ‘The Lord asks
everything of us, and in return he offers us true life, the happiness
for which we were created. He wants us to be saints and not to
settle for a bland and mediocre existence.’ The pope explores this
by considering the saints - they’re important because in the
Church we are never truly alone: ‘We are never completely
ourselves unless we belong to a people. That is why no one is
saved alone, as an isolated individual. Rather, God draws us to
himself...’ (section 6). The next part of the document looks at
problems we encounter particularly in the resilience of two
heresies from the early Church: Gnosticism (reducing faith to
elitist knowledge) and Pelagianism (we attain heaven through our
own efforts and merits). Much of the pope’s document is a very
deep reflection on the Beatitudes in Matthew chapter 5, and this
leads into a powerful section on love for those in need; here let
the Holy Father speak for himself:
‘Holiness, then, is not about swooning in mystic rapture. As Saint
John Paul II said: “If we truly start out anew from the
contemplation of Christ, we must learn to see him especially in
the faces of those with whom he himself wished to be identified.
In this call to recognize him in the poor and the suffering, we see
revealed the very heart of Christ, his deepest feelings and choices,
which every saint seeks to imitate. Given these uncompromising
demands of Jesus, it is my duty to ask Christians to acknowledge
and accept them in a spirit of genuine openness... In other words,
without any “ifs or buts” that could lessen their force. Our Lord
made it very clear that holiness cannot be understood or lived
apart from these demands, for mercy is “the beating heart of the
Gospel”. If I encounter a person sleeping outdoors on a cold
night, I can view him or her as an annoyance, an idler, an obstacle in my path, a troubling sight, a problem for politicians to sort
out, or even a piece of refuse cluttering a public space. Or I can
respond with faith and charity, and see in this person a human
being with a dignity identical to my own, a creature infinitely
loved by the Father, an image of God, a brother or sister redeemed by Jesus Christ. That is what it is to be a Christian! Can
holiness somehow be understood apart from this lively recogni-

tion of the dignity of each human being?. For Christians, this
involves a constant and healthy unease. Even if helping one person alone could justify all our efforts, it would not be enough….
I regret that ideologies lead us at times to two harmful errors. On
the one hand, there is the error of those Christians who separate
these Gospel demands from their personal relationship with the
Lord, from their interior union with him, from openness to his
grace. Christianity thus becomes a sort of NGO stripped of the
luminous mysticism so evident in the lives of Saint Francis of
Assisi, Saint Vincent de Paul, Saint Teresa of Calcutta, and many
others.....The other harmful ideological error is found in those
who find suspect the social engagement of others, seeing it as
superficial, worldly, secular, materialist, communist or populist.
Or they relativize it, as if there are other more important matters,
or the only thing that counts is one particular ethical issue or
cause that they themselves defend. Our defence of the innocent
unborn, for example, needs to be clear, firm and passionate, for at
stake is the dignity of a human life, which is always sacred and
demands love for each person, regardless of his or her stage of
development. Equally sacred, however, are the lives of the poor,
those already born, the destitute, the abandoned and the underprivileged, the vulnerable infirm and elderly exposed to covert
euthanasia, the victims of human trafficking, new forms of
slavery, and every form of rejection. We cannot uphold an ideal
of holiness that would ignore injustice in a world where some
revel, spend with abandon and live only for the latest consumer
goods, even as others look on from afar, living their entire lives in
abject poverty. We often hear it said that, with respect to
relativism and the flaws of our present world, the situation of
migrants, for example, is a lesser issue. Some Catholics consider
it a secondary issue compared to the “grave” bioethical
questions. That a politician looking for votes might say such a
thing is understandable, but not a Christian, for whom the only
proper attitude is to stand in the shoes of those brothers and
sisters of ours who risk their lives to offer a future to their
children. Can we not realize that this is exactly what Jesus
demands of us, when he tells us that in welcoming the stranger we
welcome him ? (96-102, edited)

PARISH NEWS
An interesting point is made about this Sunday’s Gospel in
the April edition of Bible Alive. Despite the evidence of his
physical resurrection Jesus knew they needed more. Even
though they could see and touch him, Jesus knew his
disciples needed greater understanding about the
resurrection and new life - about the significance of what
had really happened. That is why he opened their minds
to understand the Scriptures. As a hungry person devours
food we need to devour the word of God for greater insight
and enlightenment of what really matters - our faith.

CHURCHSUITE
You will know by now that St Edmund’s has a parishioner
website and App where you can register yourself and your
family to:

Receive an email copy of the weekly newsletter each
Friday

Keep up-to-date with church events

Set up online giving

Keep your details up-to-date

Keep track of your parish correspondence

Check your GiftAid donations and print your GiftAid
annual summary
Go to www.saintedmunds.net and complete the online form
on the Parishioner Tab

BAPTISM PREPARATION MEETING
This Sunday afternoon in the Hall at 3.00pm All parents
who wish to have a first child baptised need to attend. Just
turn up for this short session with Deacon Sean.
Grandparents and children are welcome to come too.

Online Giving
Already registered for ChurchSuite?
You can now make donations electronically through
ChurchSuite App (My Giving) or via the parish website. We
are aiming to convert as much as possible of our Sunday
collections from coins and notes in the basket to electronic
giving. Not only is electronic giving convenient for you; but
it means we have less cash to take to the bank every week.
If you sign up for online giving just pick up one of the blue
‘I donate electronically’ cards from the back of the church
each time you come to Mass and simply drop it in the basket when it comes around.
Please remember to tick the GiftAid box (assuming you are
a UK taxpayer of course).
GiftAid Envelopes
If you are a parishioner who gives their weekly offering in
GiftAid envelopes we would like you to consider changing
to ChurchSuite or Standing Order. Again, it will save you
time and trouble remembering to bring your envelope to
Mass.
Behind the scenes we can process GiftAid
electronically. Currently our volunteers have to rip open
SVP COFFEE MORNING
and empty the envelopes, record the amount (when the
All parishioners are warmly invited to the annual SVP
donor has forgotten to do so), count the money, record the
coffee and cake morning on Saturday 12 May from
money, manually enter the individual GiftAid amounts to
11-12.30 in the Hall. We especially welcome anyone who
enable us to submit our claim to HMRC, and then take the
might be interested in finding out more about our group with money to the bank. The recent increase in electronic
a view to supporting or joining us, as well as people who
donations has already reduced the amount of time taken to
may be interested in accessing our services
administer the weekly collection so a big thank you to those
www.svp.org.uk
who have already made the leap!
Please email beckenhamsvp@gmail.com with any queries.
If you do not wish to register for ChurchSuite you can still
set up a repeat donation or make a one-off gift at https://
stedmunds.churchsuite.co.uk/donate/ or set up a standing
TAKING COMMUNION TO THE SICK
order. Forms are available from the Parish Office or can
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can perform a be downloaded at http://saintedmunds.net/wp-content/
valuable service in taking communion to the sick and the uploads/2016/12/Standing-Order-Form.pdf
housebound. As a parish we have a growing number of
parishioners who due to ill health, old age, infirmity or post- If you need help registering for ChurchSuite or
operative recuperation would be grateful for the chance to with setting up online giving, please contact the
receive the sacrament at home.
Parish Office and we will be happy to assist you.
Would any Extraordinary Minister who feels they could take
on this responsibility please get in touch with the Office so
our records can be updated. You may be called infrequently
or could develop a regular routine with a parishioner. We
would like to get to the point where all parts of the parish
are covered.
No. 11 - FORCED ENTRY
Would everyone who uses No 11 Village Way, please
ensure they check the back doors are securely locked
before leaving (even if your group hasn’t opened them) and
that the front door is double locked by lifting the handle and
turning the key after the door is shut. Thank you

ROSARY ON THE COAST - 29 April 2018
The aim of this prayer initiative is to seek the intercession
of our Blessed Lady by reciting the Rosary for a renewal of
faith and respect for human life, and for peace in our
country.
Please see the notice board for more
information and details of the various
locations or visit the website
www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk

Saturday 28 April
Romero House, St George’s Cathedral
An event to discover CAFOD or to motivate, inspire and
nourish your ability to be a steward of the CAFOD mission.
The morning will be spent in hearing international speakers
and the afternoon will involve a reflective share the journey
walk in solidarity with refugees.
Thank you for your support of our Lent Fast Day appeal.
Donations to CAFOD until 12 May will be doubled by the
UK Government. We have planned a £5 million
programme to combat malnutrition and with it we hope to
be able to reach 245,000 people. But we need the full
amount of match funding to make it happen. You can help
us reach the full amount needed for this crucial
programme. We still have some way to go yet!
ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP
Monday 23 April. Sydenham Wells Park. Gentle walk suitable for all. Meet either at Beckenham Public Hall at 9.30am
to take the bus, or meet at the entrance at the junction of
Longton Avenue and Ormanton Road SE26 at 10am.
If anyone requires transport please let Margaret know,
otherwise just turn up.
Monday 30 April. Bluebell walk around Beckenham Place
Park. Suitable for all. Meet at 11am at the mansion in the
park. Entrance by car is off Beckenham Hill. Once again if
anyone requires transport please let Margaret know, otherwise just turn up.
Margaret 020 8650 2175. 07880 793175
drmargaretkelleher@hotmail.com

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINARS
This is another chance to experience the spiritual journey
travelled by participants who join these seminars. There
are leaflets in the porch giving all the details of the Life in
the Spirit Seminars organised by St Joseph & St Swithun
Parish in Bromley. The eight week series begins this
Wednesday 18 April at St Joseph’s in Bromley.
L’Arche is a worldwide federation
of communities of people with and
without learning disabilities working
together to create a more human
society.
It is an ecumenical
Chr is tian c omm unity whic h
welcomes people of all faiths and
none. Their centre in West
Norwood is recruiting a full time
Community Leader
Please take a look at the poster
which is in the porch or go to
https://community.larche.org.uk/Sites/london/pages/
job-vacancies

The Family Mass Group
chose the Little Princess Trust
to receive the offerings given
at the Children’s Stations of
the Cross on Good Friday. They want to thank the
‘generous and thoughtful St Edmund’s parish community
for their amazing donation of £433.00’ which they have
sent to the trust which they know has helped and
supported families within our parish.
We received this message a few days ago. ‘A big thank
you from the Little Princess Trust! Rest assured your
donation will go towards helping us to continue to provide
real-hair wigs to boys and girls across the UK and Ireland
who have lost their own hair through cancer treatment and
other illnesses. On behalf of everyone connected with the
charity, thank you again. You have made a difference and
your contribution is very much appreciated
Pact – Prison Advice and Care Trust send their thanks for
the £1,114.79 raised by the parish. The funds raised will
enable Pact to continue to provide their vital services to
prisoners, people with previous convictions, their children
and families.

MIGRANTS MASS 2018
7 May, St George’s Cathedral
Parishioners from Southwark, Westminster and
Brentwood parishes will be celebrating migrants’
contribution to London’s Catholic community in a
special Mass in our cathedral.
Singers and experienced instrumentalists are encouraged to join. Please see the poster in the porch.

CYM CAREERS FAIR
Saturday 21 April 12.30 - 2.30 pm
St James the Great Church, Petts Wood
Open to all young people.
Take up this fantastic
opportunity to talk to current and former professionals from
industries and organisations such as: JP Morgan, Microsoft,
National Grid, HSBC, Metropolitan Police, & NHS, as well
as teachers, university undergraduates, economists,
engineers and those with experience of fashion production
and the performing arts. Take part in ‘mock interviews’ and
receive feedback, get one-to-one careers advice, and learn
the best hints and tips on how to craft your CV to stand out
and get noticed. Whether you are doing GCSE’s, A-Levels
or are preparing for university or job interviews, take
advantage of the impressive range of industry professionals
in Bromley Deanery who are taking time out to share their
skills, experience, advice and guidance with you! Register
now for your free ticket
https://cymcareerfair.eventbrite.co.uk
For more details please visit: www.bromleydeanery.org
or email susan.longhurst@bromleydeanery.org.
Jo Harcombe is running the London
Marathon to raise funds for the Stroke
Association. If you would like to
support this cause you can put your
sponsor money in an envelope
through the office door marked Jo Harcombe sponsorship
or you can donate at
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/joharcombe

SERVICES AND INTENTIONS APRIL 15 - 22
Sunday 15 April
8.00 am
Church
9.30 am
Church
11.00 am
Church
5.30 pm
7.00 pm

Church
Church

Third Sunday of Easter
The Forgotten Holy Souls
Sean Heaney RIP
Jeanne & Pierre Champetier and
Nancy & Stephen Dennis RIP (Latin)
Elizabeth Dann RIP
For the people.

Monday 16 April
8.15 am
Church
10.00 am
Church
7.30 pm
Salesians

Feria
Sr Eileen McGarry RIP
Frank Power RIP
Adoration

Tuesday 17 April
8.15 am
Claver

Feria
Dec’d benefactors & promoters of the
Claver Sisters
Anne McNamara RIP
Requiem for Annette Virdee

10.00 am
2.00 pm

Church
Church

Wednesday 18April
8.00 am
Challoner
8.15 am
Claver
10.00 am
Church
12 noon
Church
7.30 pm
Church

Feria
Frank MacNamara RIP
Ints of the Beadle family
Johana & Dennis Duggan RIP
Requiem for Ellen White
Paul McCarthy RIP

Thursday 19 April
8.15 am
Claver
10.00 am
Church
8.00 pm
Claver

Feria (St Alphege)
Don O’Reilly RIP
Patrick Mullins
Adoration

Friday 20 April
8.15 am
Claver
9.10 am
St Mary’s
10.00 am
Church

Feria
Brenda Damant RIP
Kathleen Cashman RIP
Bernadette Shelly RIP

Readings for Sunday 22 April
Fourth Sunday of Easter (B) Psalter Week IV
Acts 4: 8-12
Psalm 117
1 John 3: 1-2
John 10:11-18
DIARY DATES
APRIL
Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30-6.15pm
Sunday 15 - 3.00pm Baptism Preparation - Church Hall
Tuesday 17 - 2.00pm Requiem for Annette Virdee
Wednesday 18 - 12 noon Requiem for Ellen White
Friday 27 - 1.00pm Requiem for Karen McGee
Friday 27 - 7.30pm Parish Prayer Group in no11
Saturday 28 - Contemplative Saturday - no11 - 11-12 noon.
Sunday 29 - Rosary on the Coast
MAY
Saturday 12 - SVP Coffee & Cake morning
JUNE
Saturday 30 - Parish pilgrimage to Walsingham
JULY
Saturday 14 - Claver Sisters’ Garden Party
The first collection raised £1904.39 plus £1817.60
donated electronically.
In response to the appeal from a Salesian sister the second
collection for Missions raised £2095.99
Thank you so much for your continued generosity.

Saturday 21 April
St Anselm
8.15 am
Claver
Ints of Rae Fleming
10.00 am
Church
Don Ryalls RIP
6.00 pm
Church
Crescenzo & Delisa Panetta RIP
Reconciliation from 10.30 - 11 am and 5 - 5.55pm
Sunday 22 April
8.00 am
Church
9.30 am
Church
11.00 am
5.30 pm
7.00 pm

Church
Church
Church

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Jacob Fey RIP
For the people
Altar servers medal ceremony
Donal O’Hanlon
Amanda Dean RIP
Michael Howard RIP

We pray for those who have died recently: Jan Bula, Aidan Smith, Anne Rogers, Anne Donaghey, Ellen White, Charlie McCann, Annette Virdee,
Kevin Cawley, Albert Slater, Karen McGee
Those whose anniversaries are this week: Ellen McGrath, Fr Michael Hayes, Mike Eilers, Vincenzo Colonnese, Sheila Wilson, Margaret Baker,
Clifford Hart, Msgr Michael Smith, Fr Tom Laundy, Martin Lynch, Kevin Twomey, Patricia Paa, Don O’Reilly, Fr Tony Pyle, Eileen Ridgeway,
and Catherine Shipton.
We pray for the sick: Peter Appleyard, Baby Valentina Attard, Mary Atsu, James Bekoe, Kim Benardis, Roy Brocklehurst, Christopher Browne, Edith
Campos, Vienna-Marie Carpenter, Paul James Claridge, Tony Cox, Christine Curl, Giacomo Dillon, Kate Dillon, John Dillon, Rita Dixon, Elizabeth, David
Edwards, Ann Elmer, Margaret Fennessy, Umberto Ferrando, Luigi Ferrara, Suzette Fox, Barry Gardiner, Baby Megan May Gavey, Isabelle Ghawi,
Philomena Guard, Hans Halpin, Eileen Hayes, Pat Hibberd, Norman Holland, Frank Holmes, Dave Hustwayte, Kathy Jobson, Alabooso Joe-Jim, Victoria
Jovanov, Zara Kadi, Fr Peter Kelly, Keith Kench, Grace Knight, Peggy Lake, Anita Leslau, Sarah Lister, Mim Lodge, Jo McCarthy, Eamonn McGeeham,
Kathleen McGeehan, Dominic McGrath, Jim McGrath, Natalie McGrath, Mickey McGuigan, Paul McQuinny and family, Patrick Metters, Philip Mifsud,
Halina Mikulko, Eddie Mitchell, Dominic Nash, Sean O’Connor, Valerie Parr, Leonard Pope, John Quaife, Kieran Quinn, Baby Isaac Ratinckx, Louise
Ridge, Gabriella Rolls, Sandra Sekulic, Marie-Therese Sinon, Mike & Eileen Slemen, Rebecca Strong, Jo Subieta, Eleni Symeou, John Sylvester, Sarah
Thornton, Barry Thorp, Toma Toma, Katie Toone, Jeanne Tadier, Barbara Tucker, Shirley Turner, Hilary Walker, Jimmy Walters, Louise Walters, Patricia
Weal, Terry Weal, Emma Winch, Freda Wukolz, George Wukolz and Maureen Young.
(Please

advise the Office when names can be removed)

