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THIS WEEKEND IS OUR COLLECTION FOR REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS 

ENVELOPES If you would like to have your deceased family 

members remembered in the Masses during November write their 

names on a piece of paper and put it into the Holy Souls enve-

lopes provided. They will be placed in a box on the altar during 

the Masses this month. Any donations in the envelopes will go to 

RIDING ON A DONKEY 

The dramatic events in Salisbury (and possibly New Malden) 

really show the danger to the world of populist nationalism. If you 

believe that your nation state has absolute claims over your life, 

then the State can’t really do any wrong.  Truth, justice, fairness, 

accountability - these things don’t really matter in comparison to 

the security of the State.  One reason why the Catholic Church has 

real problems about exaggerated claims about ‘national           

sovereignty’ and expects countries to work together and pool their 

sovereignty is because we can see what damage all this can do.  It 

did enormous damage a hundred years ago: what drove the     

European nations into the carnage of the Great War was national 

self-interest and blown-up patriotism.  There was no sense of the 

‘common good’ of the whole of Europe: all that mattered was the 

law of the jungle. 

If we look at examples of popular nationalism in the world -   

Russia, the United States, North Korea, Turkey, China - they are 

always centred on the cult of the leader.  Not for the most part 

people whom we would consider to be monarchs, but people who 

are raised to monarchical power; the leader’s lust to dominate is 

transferred to a similar lust on the part of the country he runs.  So 

often people really do get taken in by the emptiness of such cults 

of the leader.  We often want to believe in a powerful leader;  

having such a leader to look up to defines us and we take it all 

seriously.  The leader’s power is defined by violence or the threat 

of violence, so the leadership cult and popular nationalism are 

characterised by militarism and the glorification of war; again, so 

often we love it all. 

What we celebrate today, Palm Sunday, overturns and challenges 

this world-view. Jesus enters Jerusalem honoured as a king - but  

 

 

riding on a donkey.  This is predicted in the Old Testament, but 

it tells us that God’s kingdom and rule are of a different order.  

The waving of palms is not the waving of flags: something dif-

ferent is happening.  When we think of Jesus as a king, we are 

honouring him in relationship to qualities which are at odds with 

what kingship means in history and culture: what Jesus does is 

marked by self-sacrifice, peace, humility, a determination not to 

put oneself first; Jesus is not a king who exercises power, who is 

proud, who lords it over others, who uses violence. 

The kingship of Jesus which we celebrate today also points to 

the future.  Those who shout ‘Hosanna’ will soon be shouting 

‘crucify him!’  By the false standards of the ‘Prince of this 

world’ the crucifixion represents absolute failure and defeat: a 

man executed as a common criminal on trumped-up charges, 

made to carry his cross through the streets before he is nailed to 

it, to die a slow and agonising death.  Everything about today 

and next Friday subverts conventional ideas of leadership and 

domination: the realm of God is about non-violence and self-

sacrifice; what we see in the crucifixion of Jesus should be   

characterised by these qualities in our own lives, and in the 

ways in which we proclaim a moral vision.  Following Jesus 

will therefore have a ‘price tag’: faithful Christians are, like 

Jesus, victims of the violence of others, called to suffer violence      

exercised by others because they are Christians; so martyrdom is 

important and to be expected:  

Often in history the Church has betrayed this vision.  So often 

we have supported the powerful, we have blessed and endorsed 

what the rich and powerful do, giving rulers divine honours as if 

the ruler stands in for God.  Even now we are taken in by the 

lies like everyone else.  But Christian moral teaching is more       

authentically proclaimed, in many ways, is more effectively  

proclaimed than in the past: there is greater awareness now than 

there was in the past (unless you go back to the early Church) 

that the God we worship is the God of the poor, that God’s way 

is marked by reconciliation and peace-making, not the waging 

of war; and yet we have often betrayed this vision. 

Christian moral teaching is rooted in other things we believe 

about God: so when we mark in this Holy Week the crucifixion 

we are making a moral statement. The Church’s resistance now 

to popular nationalism, our endorsement of real co-operation 

rather than competition among nations, our condemnation of 

war and all that glorifies war - all these things stem from this 

week, from the cross.  They draw strength too from the triumph 

we celebrate this week on the Cross of Jesus over sin and death. 
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PARISH NEWS 

 

 

MASS IN CELEBRATION OF  
THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

St George’s Cathedral - 16 June 2018 
If you are celebrating your 1st/10th/25th/40th/50th/60th+ 
wedding anniversary this year and wish to be invited to 
the special Mass at the cathedral, please write your 
name clearly on the form provided at the back of church 
so you can receive an invitation from the Archbishop. 

LAST CALL FOR READERS FOR THE EASTER SERVICES 
Maundy Thursday - March 29 at 8pm 

Good Friday - March 30 at 3pm 
Easter Vigil - Saturday March 31 at 8pm 

 
Several readers are still needed over the Easter Triduum.   

If you are able to read at any of these services please  
contact Rosemary straight away on 07956 109465 or by email 

r.ekong@ucl.ac.uk.  Thank you 

GOOD FRIDAY - WALK OF WITNESS 

 

 

 

 

 

On Good Friday, Churches Together in Beckenham (CTiB) 
are holding a short Service at St Edmund's at 11.00 am     
before walking to St George's Green for the conclusion of the 
Service.  This year due to the road works in the High Street 
we plan to walk down The Drive and Church Avenue.       
Everyone is welcome to attend. 

We need three volunteer stewards from St Edmund’s to guide 
the walkers and help direct the traffic.  There will be a      
stewards' briefing at 10.40am outside St Edmund's.  If you 
can help, either with stewarding or by handing out service 
leaflets at St Edmund's please give me a call or send me a 
text on 0772 586 0734.            

Many thanks Angela Dowling, CTiB rep 

EASTER VIGIL - HELP NEEDED 
All those who attend the Easter Vigil are invited to the Hall 

after the service for a party to welcome into our parish family 
those who have been received into the church. 

 
We need some help to arrange this so if you could offer  
 assistance please phone the office or send us an email 

straight away. 
 

We would be grateful for contributions of food, people to set it 
out, help in serving it and pouring the drinks, and people to 
assist in clearing the Hall at the end.  The more people who 

offer their help the lighter the load. 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
Our next open door session will be on Wednesday 4 April from 

10.30 to 12 noon at 11 Village Way.  
COLLECTIONS OVER EASTER 

Maundy Thursday 
We are instructed that our collection today must go to the 

poor.  We have chosen Living Well in Penge. Based at 
Holy Trinity Church they offer assistance through their 

food bank, community lunches, befriending and a range 
of other services. 

 
Good Friday  

Papal Collection for the Holy Places - For the upkeep of 
the Holy Places connected with the Lords Passion and to 

help maintain Christian schooling in the area. 
 

Easter Vigil and all masses on Easter Sunday 
All offerings at these masses are for our priests.  Would  
those who pay by standing order remember that their 

regular payment will go in to the parish.  A special  
payment can be set up marked Easter Offering or you 
may prefer to make a plate donation (with your Gift Aid 
number on the envelope).  The parish benefits from the 
Gift Aid on this collection which is usually our second 
highest of the year and so of great importance to our    

finances. 
Your Easter offerings can also be made electronically 
through our website, www.saintedmunds.net. Click on 

‘donate’ at the top of the page then on ‘donate with 
ChurchSuite’ and select Easter Offerings for our Priests.  
Thank you for your continued generosity to our priests. 

BOOK APPRECIATION GROUP 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 3 April after 10 a.m. 
Mass at no.11.  Four attended in March and had an enjoyable 
discussion.  Two books were recommended:  Children of the 

Sun by Morris West and My Brilliant Friend by Eleanor  

Ferranti.   We use an upstairs room which is very quiet and 
comfortable, so do come along and join us.  Mavis Alagar  

Last Tuesday evening we had a healing service in the 
church conducted by Damian Stayne founder of the 
Cor et Lumen Christi Community.  He was ably       
assisted by members of that community. 
My humble apologies for the rather chaotic start to the 
event and for the poor sound and visibility.  Certainly if 
we have an event like this again there will be greater 
preparation with people on hand to ensure that all 
equipment is available, compatible and in good     
working order. 
Having said all that the Holy Spirit was certainly      
moving amidst the disorder and a number of people 
experienced healing in their lives as they were being 
prayed over. 
Thank you to all those who helped in any way, some 
drafted in at the last minute, and a big thank you to all 
who came, especially those for who such an event 
would have been a challenge. 

                                                                 Fr Steve 

 

 



MISSIO BOXES  
Thank you to all who have brought their Missio 
boxes in for emptying.  Please continue to bring 
them into the office or hand them in to the  
Sacristy so that Mick Denne can empty and 
return them to the back of the church for you to collect.   
Many thanks to all of you who have Missio boxes at home 
and if anyone would like to start collecting please let the  
office or Mick know  

CHURCH SHOP 
We hope to make the Church shop more accessible to 
parishioners and the community by opening it each     
Saturday from 10.30 - 2pm.  This should give people 
more time to browse the products for sale or to ask for 
assistance.  The Shop manages magnificently in a tiny 
space and is not able to display all its carefully chosen 
stock, so they would encourage you to ask for items that 
you cannot see on display. 
 

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED  

 

 

 

 

St. Edmund’s Parent and Toddler Group are looking for  
volunteers to help out after Easter at this happy and       
successful group.  We are open every Monday morning 
(term time only) from 9-11.30 am in the Hall.  We welcome 
all volunteers, but it would probably particularly suit retired 
people wishing to remain active and parents/carers of pre-
school children.  Volunteers will be especially needed from 
September 2018.  If you are interested in joining our team 
please contact Monique on 07930 830147 or Sheila on 
07742 448292.  

HOLY SATURDAY 
BLESSING OF EASTER FOOD 

In Slavic countries the blessing of Easter foods is an        
important tradition.  Many parishes still participate in this 
custom as St Edmunds has done for a number of years.  
This year we would like to encourage parishioners from   
Central and Eastern Europe to come with their families and 
of course all parishioners of whatever nationality are warmly 
welcomed too.  People would bring a basket containing lamb 
(which of course signifies Jesus, the Lamb of God), boiled 
eggs, dyed and plain, Pascha (a special Easter bread), and 
other foods which they intended to eat on Easter Sunday. Of 
course you don’t need to bring all this but it would be great if 
children could bring decorated eggs.  All the baskets are 
processed to the sanctuary and blessed.   
Call Agata on 0778 331 6010 or boguniaagata@gmail.com  
for more information. 

SAY NO TO DECRIMINALISING ABORTION 
With the approval of Fr Steve and the parish clergy there 
will be an opportunity for parishioners to sign a petition 
urging MPs to resist further changes to the current     
abortion provision.  The petition and advisory leaflets will 
be placed at the back of the church on clipboards with 
pens attached.  Please take a leaflet, read it and consider 
signing the petition. The leaflets and the boards will be 
there for the next five weeks and renewed every Sunday  
           Tony Scurfield (Local SPUC rep) 

St Mary’s are excited to announce that    
tickets for our 50th Anniversary ball are now 
on sale.  This promises to be a fabulous 
night celebrating St.Mary's,  starting with a 
drinks reception, fantastic live entertainment 
throughout, including a disco as well as a 

three course meal.    
The date is Friday, 13 July and the venue is The Warren, 
Hayes.  Tickets are £60 each, which includes a non-
refundable deposit of £20.  Please contact Erica         
07710 237080 or erica.north@rocketmail.com to reserve 
your tickets. 

  
 
 

We will be holding an auction of promises and a raffle.  We 
have already secured a pair of Usain Bolt’s trainers, a Red 
Letter Day driving experience and one special auction 
prize - to become Head Teacher for the day!  If you have 
anything you’d like to offer as a raffle prize or for the     
auction of promises please let Erica know.  All proceeds 
will go to the school to support the children’s learning. 
  
Thanks so much from St. Mary's PTA (Charity No 
312476). 

THE ANERLEY ACROSS CHARITY is travelling to 
Lourdes by Jumbulance 
from 7-16 June and is 
looking for a registered 
nurse to accompany their 
group.  The charity will 
cover the cost for the 
nurse.  Could anyone who is interested please take a look 
at our website www.anerleyacross.org.uk or contact 
Ben Cahill on 07958 903410.   

CLAVER SISTERS GARDEN PARTY 
Save the date - the Claver sisters will be holding their 

Summer Garden Party on Saturday 14 July. 

The sum raised during 2017 was an amazing 

£1990.56 
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COLLECTION 

Last week’s collection came to £2110.97.   
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Jeanette Whiting, Aidan Smith, Michael Duffett, Anne Rogers, 
Cheri Barnett, Jeanette Wickham, Brigitte McFarlane, John ‘Frank’ Marzolini, Rosemary Neveu, Lucille Williams, Jan Adolph Bula, Anne Reilly, 
Anne Donaghey, Ellen White, Charlie McCann and Annette Virdee. 
 
Those whose anniversaries are this week:  Gerald Stannard, Baby John Hobson, Patrick Pettican, John Taylor, Beth Nee, Kweku Ansah, Maureen 
Turner, Austin Waldron 
 
We pray for the sick: Peter Appleyard, Baby Valentina Attard, Mary Atsu, James Bekoe, Kim Benardis, Roy Brocklehurst, Christopher Browne, Edith 
Campos, Vienna-Marie Carpenter, Paul James Claridge, Tony Cox, Christine Curl, Giacomo Dillon, Kate Dillon, John Dillon, Rita Dixon, Elizabeth, Ann 
Elmer, Margaret Fennessy, Umberto Ferrando, Luigi Ferrara, Suzette Fox, Barry Gardiner, Baby Megan May Gavey, Isabelle Ghawi, Philomena Guard, 
Hans Halpin, Eileen Hayes, Pat Hibberd, Norman Holland, Frank Holmes, Dave Hustwayte, Kathy Jobson, Alabooso Joe-Jim, Victoria Jovanov, Zara 
Kadi, Fr Peter Kelly, Keith Kench, Grace Knight, Peggy Lake, Anita Leslau, Sarah Lister, Mim Lodge, Jo McCarthy, Eamonn McGeeham, Kathleen 
McGeehan, Dominic McGrath, Jim McGrath, Natalie McGrath, Mickey McGuigan, Paul McQuinny and family, Patrick Metters, Philip Mifsud, Halina     
Mikulko, Eddie Mitchell, Dominic Nash, Sean O’Connor, John Parker, Valerie Parr, Leonard Pope, John Quaife, Kieran Quinn, Baby Isaac Ratinckx, 
Louise Ridge, Gabriella Rolls, Sandra Sekulic, Marie-Therese Sinon, Mike & Eileen Slemen, Rebecca Strong, Jo Subieta, Eleni Symeou, John Sylvester, 
Sarah Thornton, Barry Thorp, Toma Toma, Katie Toone, Jeanne Tadier, Barbara Tucker, Shirley Turner, Hilary Walker, Jimmy Walters, Louise Walters, 
Patricia Weal, Terry Weal, Emma Winch, Freda Wukolz, George Wukolz and Maureen Young. 
 
(Please advise the Office when names can be removed) 
 
 

SERVICES AND INTENTIONS FOR HOLY WEEK 
No saints days are observed during Holy Week 
 
Sunday 25 March  Palm Sunday 
  8.00 am Church Forgotten Holy Souls in Purgatory 
  9.30 am Church Luzminda Eguia RIP 
11.00 am Church Ints of John & Kathleen Sylvester 
  5.30 pm Church For the people 
  7.00 pm Church Joanne Jones 
 

Monday 26 March   

  8.15 am Church Salesian Sisters 

10.00 am Church Fr Brian Quillinan 

11.30 am Church Requiem for Mrs Jeanette Whiting 

  7.30 pm Salesians Adoration 

 

Tuesday 27 March   
  8.15 am Claver  Fr David Weston RIP 
10.00 am Church John Hayes RIP 
 
Wednesday 28 March  
  8.15 am  Claver  Keith Menno RIP 
10.00 am  Church No mass 
  6.45 pm Church Stations of the Cross 
  7.30 pm Church Intentions of the Catenians  
  
Thursday 29 March  MAUNDY THURSDAY 
  8.15 am Claver  No mass 
10.00 am Church Office of Readings & Morning Prayer 
  8.00 pm  Church Mass of the Lord’s Last Supper 
    Anthony Leonard RIP  
    Josie Parry RIP    
    Mai Fitzgerald & Desmond Fitzgerald RIP 
    and Anna Lund RIP & Peggy Bishop RIP 

 
Friday 30 March  GOOD FRIDAY  
  8.00 am Church Office of Readings & Morning Prayer 
10.00 am Church Children’s Service 
11.00 am Church Walk of Witness 
  3.00 pm Claver  The Passion of Our Lord  
 
Saturday 31 March   HOLY SATURDAY 
  9.00 am Church Office of Readings & Morning Prayer 
10.00 am Church Blessing of Food 

Reconciliation from 10.30-12 noon 

 8.00 pm Church THE EASTER VIGIL 
    Patrick & Mary Vesey RIP,  

    Tony Duggan RIP 

    Anthony Leonard RIP 

 

Sunday 1 April  EASTER SUNDAY 
  8.00 am Church Penny Mao 
  9.30 am Church Agnes O’Boyle RIP 
11.00 am Church Patrick Chambers RIP (Baptism) 
 5.30 pm Church For the people 
  7.00 pm Church John Murnane, the orphans and  
    benefactors. 

Readings for Sunday 25 March - Palm Sunday 
Sixth Sunday of Lent (B) 
Isaiah 50:4-7 
Psalm 21 
Philippians 2:6-11 
Mark 14:1 - 15:47 

DIARY DATES 

 

MARCH 

Meditation - every Monday in no 11 from 5.30-6.15pm 

Monday 26 - 11.30am - Requiem for Jeanette Whiting 

 

APRIL 

Meditation - every Monday in no 11 from 5.30-6.15pm - this 

includes  Easter Monday 

Tuesday 3 - Book Club in no 11 after 10 am mass. 

Wednesday 4 - Bereavement Open Door no 11 from 10.30 

Friday 6 - 11.15 - Requiem for Michael Duffett 

Saturday 14 - Day with Mary - begins at 9.30am 

Saturday 28 - Contemplative Saturday - no11 - 11-12 noon. 

 

MAY 

Saturday 12 - SVP Coffee & Cake morning 

 

JUNE 

Saturday 30 - Day pilgrimage to Walsingham 

 

JULY 

Saturday 14 - Claver Sisters’ Garden Party 

 
Last Sunday’s plate collection came to £1925.35 plus 

£938.71 through standing orders and GoCardless. 
The collection for our local SVP came to £1163.23 for which 

they are very grateful.   
 

 


