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Our second collection is for Racial Justice Sunday

BELONGING: ALL ARE WELCOME
TODAY IS RACIAL JUSTICE
SUNDAY. In our parish we marked
this particularly by this Saturday’s
special International Mass and
Celebration (many thanks to Sandy
Misquitta for organising this) and
we also have a special collection for
CARJ, the Catholic Association for
Racial Justice, together with our
regular collection of items for
asylum seekers and refugees in
London. The Bishops’ Conference
has issued a Biblical reflection for today written by Fleur Dorrell
of the Bible Sunday, extracts of which are here:
‘The Catholic Church proclaims that all human life is sacred
and that the dignity of the human person is the foundation of a
moral vision for society across the world. Pope Francis has
consistently reiterated that every man, woman, girl and boy is
made in the image of God and is a free person - so must be accorded the same freedom and the same dignity. Everyone is
included and no one is left behind. A thread that runs through
both the Old and New Testaments argues for the dignity and
worth of humanity. This thread begins in the story of creation
where the Scriptures tell us that human beings, male and
female, were made in God’s image and God declares all that he
has made to be good ... Taking this one stage further in
Deuteronomy (10:17b-18) we are presented with a God who
does not discriminate one person’s dignity from another’s: “…
the great God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and
takes no bribe, who executes justice for the orphan and the
widow, and who loves the strangers, providing them food and
clothing.” So we are imprinted with God’s image. Our dignity
comes from the persons we are and not from our race, gender
or age.....
We are morally and spiritually equal before God, we all equally
need salvation, and we all share in the same means of salvation.
This strand draws us to recognise that discrimination and abuse of
any kind, are a gross violation of God’s loving purpose in creation.
....At the heart of the Biblical imperative, God through his Law and
prophets is consistently on the side of the victim.....
..As people of faith, we must stand together to resist all forms of
prejudice against our fellow brothers and sisters. The mission of
our Church, herself a Mother and a pilgrim in the world, is to love
Jesus Christ, especially in the poorest and most abandoned; among
these are the marginalised, the refugees, the ‘outsiders’ desperately
trying to belong in very difficult and dangerous conditions. This

ministry of welcome is an
expression of our communion
with each other as a global
Church with a global identity.
Diversity is an integral part of
this Church identity – the word
Catholic itself means universal
not uniform. This thinking is
revealed in Genesis right from
the beginning of creation. In
the created order, different
beings are created in a
sequence that is predetermined by God and each being has an
individual and a collective purpose that enables the best way
to co-operate and to flourish. This is a model for our relationships – when we fail to co-operate with, and respect, each
other and with creation, it is then that we become divided and
set against each other. In the story of Babel (Genesis 11: 1-9)
we see this division not in God’s dispersal of his people but in
their vision of a city divided from its Maker which is only
restored at Pentecost whereby the Holy Spirit unites all
people in their diversity of languages (Acts 2: 1-13). So
diversity in the Church is Scriptural and God is, by definition,
an expression of three different beings operating together in
unity. And God has designed his people so that we need
everyone else in order to understand who he is...
... Jesus surrounded himself with people from all walks of life
much to the horror of his disciples and the Pharisees, and he
had different things to say to each of them. He loved them
equally, and brought people together despite the dominant
cultural, social, economic, and religious divides. He listened
to the needs of those around him, and then acted to model
their transformation as well as ease their burdens. ...
The Church is not simply a collection of isolated individuals,
all following their own spiritual path without reference to one
another. While it’s true that each of us is called to respond
to God at a personal level, the Church is a body that only
thrives when it all works together. According to the New
Testament the Church exists to announce to the world that
Jesus is its Saviour. This is the “Good News,” and when it’s
proclaimed it transforms people and societies – they belong
to Christ. God redeems the world through Jesus and he redeems it through us every time we look at each person with
the eyes of Christ and with the heart of God’.

PARISH NEWS
HEALING SERVICE
Throughout the gospels there are countless examples of
Jesus’ healing ministry and examples too of how that
ministry was carried out by his disciples in the
Acts of the Apostles.
This ministry is as vital today as it was then for people are
still crying out for healing in body, mind and spirit.
Fr Fio Mascarenhas who is with us for a pre-Lenten
presentation on Tuesday 6 February at 8pm, will also be
with us on Saturday 10 February at 8pm to lead a healing
service. We all need the healing power of God so please
come along.

PILGRIMAGE TO
ASSISI,
SAN GIOVANNI ROTONDO
AND
POMPEII
9 - 16 October 2018
£995

Accompanied by
Fr Steve Wymer
Full information packs about this pilgrimage are available
from the reading slope in the porch. If you are interested
please take one and for more details please contact
Diane Brelu on 0795 119 4036 or Tanya on 0741 505 4468
or email stedmundspilgrimage@hotmail.com

The funeral of Mrs June Chill will be at 10.30 am this
coming Tuesday. To accommodate this requiem mass
there will not be a 10 am Mass on this day.

COME AND HELP US TO CELEBRATE THE FEAST
OF DON BOSCO
Tuesday January 30 - 10.30 am
The Salesian Sisters at 25 Village Way warmly invite all
who can to come in for a cup of tea and a chat after the
10am mass on Tuesday January 30 (a day early we
know due to other commitments) to help us celebrate the
great feast of our founder St. John Bosco
ALL warmly welcome.
We look forward to welcoming you.

PLEASE SHUT THE DOOR!
In this particularly cold and windy weather please could we all
try to keep the outer doors shut to conserve the heat in the
church.
FEASTDAY OF ST BLAISE
SATURDAY 3 FEBRUARY
For centuries, it has been a tradition for Catholics to have
their throats blessed on the Feast of St. Blaise, the patron
saint against throat ailments. The priest takes two unlit
candles and crosses them. He places one on one side of the
parishioner's neck and one on the other. And, the priest says
this prayer:
By the intercession of St. Blaise, bishop and martyr, may
God deliver you from every malady of the throat, and from
every possible mishap; in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Source: 1962 Rituale Romanum

COLLECTION FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS AND
REFUGEES IN LONDON
This is today. The Church is open until 8pm if you have
forgotten to bring your donation but would still like to
contribute.

Once again our avid readers will be meeting on
Tuesday, 6 February, after 10.00 am mass at No. 11
Village Way. Do come along and tell us about a book you
have enjoyed or hear about other good reads. Mavis Alagar
JOHN WINTER RIP
The funeral of John Winter will take place at St Anthony of
Padua in Anerley on Wednesday 7 February at 2 pm
followed by a service at Beckenham Crematorium at 3 pm.
Fr Nolan will be officiating.

Please keep the parents and family of
Elodie Lennon in your prayers.
Elodie died this week at the young age of
15 months
LENTEN PREPARATION
To help us prepare for Lent, three stand alone talks have
been organised for next month. The title of the talks is
‘For the Word of God is Alive and Active’ (Hebrews
4:12) and the speaker is Dr. Fr Fio Mascarenhas SJ. His
desire is for us to become joy-filled disciples. The talks are
here at St Edmund’s on 6th February at 8.00pm, at St
James’ Petts Wood on 7th, and at St Joseph’s Bromley on
8th February.
I can’t urge you enough to come to any or all of these
evenings as Fr Fio is an excellent international speaker with
a powerful message. Please take a look at the posters at
the back of the church for more detailed information and
make a note in your diaries. Not to be missed!

OUR WINNERS FOR JANUARY
£100
Brigid Judson - no 285
£75
Judith Hilditch - no 201
£50
Marie Burkinshaw - no 88
£25
Barbara Ferrando no 26
ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP
At noon on Saturday 3 February, St Blaise’s feast day, St
Edmund’s Walking Group and others from the Parish will
gather at the Well of St Blaise, near to the St Blaise Building
in Bromley Civic Centre for a short time of prayer and
reflection. Others from the Deanery have been invited to
join the group.
During the Middle Ages, there was great devotion to St
Blaise in Kent. This seems to have had less to do with
throat ailments, than a belief that a holy man who was put to
death with an iron carding comb, was just the chap to watch
over a county dependent on the wool trade. The Well at
Bromley was a minor place of pilgrimage until the
Reformation and thereafter fell into obscurity and disrepair.
Meet at Shortlands train station at 10.00 am and walk to the
well of St Blaise in the grounds of Bromley Civic Centre.
Approx 2 hour walk with a steep hill. If anyone cannot make
the walk but would like to join us at the well please meet
there at 12noon.
Just turn up for the walk but contact no for Margaret is
07880 793175 as the well is tricky to locate.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION
In the Southwark Diocese it is necessary for couples wanting to get married to contact their priest six months ahead
of their intended wedding date. This is to allow sufficient
time for them to attend the obligatory Marriage
Preparation Course and also for the clergy to complete
the necessary paperwork. Our priests would prefer to be
given a year to complete the paperwork and suggest that
couples do not set a date for their wedding until they have
spoken to a priest.

Once you have decided to get married please email the
Parish Office with your names and address and a
preliminary marriage application form will be sent to you
plus an enrolment form for the Marriage Preparation
Course.
If you intend to get married at a church other than
St Edmund’s our clergy are still responsible for all the
paperwork. As a growing number of our parishioners
were born outside the UK we will need to obtain
documentation from their previous parishes. This can
take some considerable time. There is also extra work to
be completed for those who are having their ceremony
abroad or for those who have had a previous marriage.
So, in short, as soon as you decide to get married,
please start the ball rolling by contacting the Parish
Office.
DROP IN CAFE
Please mention to friends with memory problems that they
are welcome to attend the Drop In Cafe with their carer or
a companion. The Cafe runs every Thursday afternoon
from 2 to 4pm and is a friendly and welcoming place to be
for a couple of hours. The Drop In Cafe meets either in the
Hall or No.11 but will be signposted each week. If you
want to speak to someone about the Cafe please call
020 8659 1990.
PARISH DIARIES 2018
There are still a few of these available. They will be
removed from the porch on Monday so if you haven't
bought yours yet or want to purchase a back up for when
you lose your current one, please buy it now.

ALPHA COURSE
St Theresa’s, Biggin Hill
A chance to explore life and the Christian faith in a
friendly, open and informal environment.
Course starts Friday 26 January at 7.15pm
More details on handouts in the porch.

MASSES AND INTENTIONS
Sunday 28
8.00 am
9.30 am
11.00 am
5.30 pm
7.00 pm

Church
Church
Church
Church
Church

Monday 29
8.15 am
10.00 am

Church
Church

11.30 am
7.30 pm

Church
Salesians

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Robert A Duval & family
Gerard Baker RIP (Family Mass)
Richard Graves RIP (Baptism) LATIN
Welfare of Zara Kadi & family
For the people
Feria
Schutz, Feeny & David families
Geoffrey & Frances Sisley & dec’d
relatives and friends
Requiem for Agnes Burns
Adoration

Tuesday 30
8.15 am
Claver
10.30 am
Church

Feria
Ints of Pat O’Callaghan
Requiem for June Chill

Wednesday 31
8.00 am
Challoner
8.15 am
Claver

St John Bosco
Patricia Scott RIP
Murnane &MulQueen family
members, living & dec’d
Dec’d benefactors & members of the
Salesian family
Gerard Baker RIP

10.00 am

Church

7.30 pm

Church

Thursday 1 February
8.15 am
Claver

Feria
Benefactors & promoters of the
Claver Sisters
Mick O’Connell RIP
Requiem for Terence Forrest
Reception of Patricia Griffin RIP
Adoration and Benediction

10.00 am
11.00 am
5.00 pm
8.00 pm

Church
Church
Church
Claver

Friday 2
8.15 am
10.00 am
1.00 pm

The Presentation of the Lord
Claver
Bob Shannon RIP
Church
Walter Airey RIP (anniv)
First Friday - Adoration & Benediction
Church
Requiem for Patricia Griffin

Saturday 3
8.15 am
10.00 am
6.00 pm

Claver
Church
Church

The collection last Sunday came to £2265.09 plus an
additional £900 given via ChurchSuite or standing order.
The collection for the SVP raised £1260.82
Readings for Sunday 4 February
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, B, Psalter I
Job 7:1-4, 6-7
Psalm 146
1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23
Mark 1:29-39

DIARY DATES
JANUARY
Monday 29 - 5.30pm - Meditation in no 11
Monday 29 - 11.30 -Funeral of Agnes Burns RIP
Tuesday 30 - 10.30am - Funeral of June Chill RIP
FEBRUARY
Meditation - every Monday in no 11 from 5.30-6.15pm
Thursday 1 - 11am -Funeral of Terence Forrest RIP
Thursday 1– 5pm - Reception of Patricia Griffin RIP
Friday 2 - 1pm - Funeral of Patricia Griffin RIP
Monday 5 -11.30am - Funeral of Dorothy Pask RIP
Tuesday 6 - 8pm - Lenten Preparation talk in hall
Wednesday 7 - 10.30am - Open Door Bereavement
Session
Saturday 10 - 8pm - Healing Service
Saturday17 February – 11-12 noon - Contemplative
Saturday in no 11
Friday 23 - 7.30pm - LSS Prayer Meeting in no 11.
Tuesday 26 - 11.15 -Requiem for Joan Salmon
Wednesday 28 - 1.00pm - Requiem for Kathleen Bryon

Feria (St Blaise)
Thomas Keane Sr.
Anne House
Betty Norton RIP

Reconciliation on Saturday from 10.30 - 11.00am
and from 5.00 - 5.55pm
Sunday 4
8.00 am
9.30 am
11.00 am

Church
Church
Church

5.30 pm
7.00 pm

Church
Church

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Carlotta Fernandes RIP
For the people
Jeanne & Pierre Champetier RIP &
Nancy & Stephen Dennis RIP
Maria Siminiac RIP (anniv)
Edith Campos - good health

We pray for those who have died recently: Dorothy Pask, Terence Forrest, Patricia Griffin, June Chill, John Winter,
Ruby Desmond, Teresa Bourke, John Carney, Kathleen Bryon, Carol Williams, Agnes Burns, Felix De Souza, Elodie Lennon and PJ Curley.
Those whose anniversaries are this week: Daniel Massey, Michael Akpenyi, Catherine Teresa Jones, Victor Parascandolo, Frank Dyer, James
Doherty, Josephine Wesson, Patricia Edwards, John Hatfield, Dolly Lock, Patricia Jenkins and Mary Li.
We pray for the sick: Peter Appleyard, Mary Atsu, James Bekoe, Kim Benardis, Roy Brocklehurst, Christopher Browne, Edith Campos, Vienna-Marie
Carpenter, Tony Cox, Christine Curl, Giacomo Dillon, Kate Dillon, John Dillon, Rita Dixon, Elizabeth, Ann Elmer, Margaret Fennessy, Umberto Ferrando, Luigi Ferrara, Suzette Fox, Barry Gardiner, Baby Megan May Gavey, Isabelle Ghawi, Philomena Guard, Hans Halpin, Eileen Hayes, Pat Hibberd, Norman Holland, Frank Holmes, Dave Hustwayte, Dawn Hutchinson. Kathy Jobson, Alabooso Joe-Jim, Victoria Jovanov, Zara Kadi, Fr Peter
Kelly, Keith Kench, Grace Knight, Peggy Lake, Anita Leslau, Sarah Lister, Mim Lodge, Charlie McCann, Jo McCarthy, Eamonn McGeeham, Kathleen
McGeehan, Dominic McGrath, Jim McGrath, Natalie McGrath, Mickey McGuigan, Paul McQuinny and family, Patrick Metters, Eddie Mitchell, Gaynor
Mullane, Dominic Nash, Sean O’Connor, Valerie Parr, Leonard Pope, John Quaife, Kieran Quinn (13 Months), Baby Isaac Ratinckx, Louise Ridge,
Gabriella Rolls, Sandra Sekulic, Marie -Therese Sinon, Mike & Eileen Slemen, Rebecca Strong, Jo Subieta, Eleni Symeou, John Sylvester, Sarah
Thornton, Barry Thorp, Katie Toone, Jeanne Tadier, Barbara Tucker, Shirley Turner, Annette Virdee, Hilary Walker, Jimmy Walters, Louise Walters,
Patricia Weal, Terry Weal, Emma Winch, Freda Wukolz, George Wukolz and Maureen Young.
(Please advise the Office when names can be removed)

