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CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 

NEWSLETTER 
1 October 2017, Twenty-sixth Sunday (A)   

The Presbytery, 20 Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP 
Parish Office  020 8650 0970 

Open Monday to Friday  9 - 1pm 
                                                     

Email stedmundsparish@btconnect.com 

                                                                   Website: www.saintedmunds.net 

 

Salesian Sisters 
25 Village Way, BR3 3NA 
020 8650 6313 
patdevine13@gmail.com 

Missionary Sisters of St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 

020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

 

Today is the first count of those attending Mass.  It will be carried 
out on the first four Sundays in October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MANY YEARS AGO I remember my late father, who was a      

Presbyterian from Northern Ireland, telling me that apparently at 

church services led by the Revd Dr Ian Paisley people were told by 

the legendary preacher just before the collection was taken that he 

didn’t want to hear any money go into the bag or the basket (I hasten 

to add that my father had never been to any of these services); in 

other words, he wanted people only to give banknotes rather than 

coins.  It is an example of the pressure sometimes exerted upon   

worshippers to give a lot of money in the collection.  

The fifth Precept of the Church, ‘You shall help to provide for the 

needs of the Church’ lays on Catholics the obligation ‘to assist with 

the material needs of the Church, each according to his or her own 

ability.’ (Catechism section 2042).  Like other things which the 

Church asks us to do this is seen as an act of love towards the     

community which we hold to be at the centre of our lives, reflecting 

what the early apostles did by pooling their resources and building 

up the community.  How we use money in relation to our faith will 

vary according to our vocation.  

Members of religious orders or congregations, or Christians living in 

similar communities, commit themselves to giving up their material 

resources, giving them to the community.  Laymen and women   

living in the world, responsible for families and children, are not 

usually able to live according to this calling (although there are     

examples); the Church simply asks you to give financially ‘according 

to your own ability’ to support the Church.  This is not only the local 

parish  community;  part of  what we give goes to the diocese,  to the  

 

 

wider Church in our country, and to the ministry of the Church 

worldwide. 

The Catholic community in this country has a long history of 

generous giving.  Compared to some other churches here, and 

compared to Catholic churches in other parts of the world, we 

have few capital resources or investments to draw on, having 

been despoiled; so schools and churches have been built largely 

with money from ordinary Catholics.  In our own parish people 

give generously, both on a regular basis and to special appeals. 

While we vigorously critique a society which is in many ways 

based on a love of money, where people are valued and judged 

on the basis of how much money they have, our financial giving 

is a sign of our commitment.  

However the Church, perhaps because overall so many of our 

members are not wealthy, avoids the pitfalls of Dr Paisley and 

others.  No Catholic priest would ever say what Dr Paisley said. 

Many of our people are on fixed or low incomes, they give   

generously to the Church ‘according to their ability’ - it is quite 

wrong for pressure to be put on people to give more.  This is 

why also it is alien to the Catholic tradition, and quite wrong, 

for it to be suggested that Catholics have an obligation  to tithe, 

that is, to give a tenth of their income to the Church (I have 

never known whether this is from net or gross income).  It’s 

never been Church teaching and it’s unacceptable for people to 

be burdened or pressurised in this way.  

This doesn’t mean, of course, that some should not consider 

whether they should give more: it depends on the circumstances 

of a person or a family.  I think our giving levels have increased 

in this parish, and it’s also important that if we pay tax we gift 

aid what we give so that the Church, like any other charity, can 

recover the tax.  But the bullying about money we see in some 

religious groups has no place in the Catholic Church.  When 

some of these groups become wealthy, everything goes wrong. 

When St Paul wrote (2 Corinthians 9:7) ‘God loves a cheerful 

giver’ he was quoting the book of Proverbs, but also trying to 

help his hearers see their giving to the Church as a source of joy 

and confidence. We should also express our gratitude to one 

another for the generosity of people’s giving.  

GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER 
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 PARISH NOTICES 

 

 

 

PRAYER, FAITH, LOVING SERVICE AND  

THE SACRAMENTAL LIFE 

Monday 2 October, St Patrick’s, Soho Square 

Bishop Mark O'Toole, head of the Department of           

Evangelisation and Catechesis of CCBEW will give a    

lecture entitled, How to be a disciple making disciple: 

Prayer, Faith, Loving Service and the Sacramental 

Life to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the           

publication of the Catechism.  Doors of St Patrick's Church, 

Soho Square will open at 6:30 pm and Bishop Mark will 

begin his lecture at 7.  Admission £5 at the door.                                                     

Only three quarters of the Mission boxes 
have been brought in for emptying.  It 
doesn't matter if there are only a few 
coins in them our organiser would still 
like to have them in for emptying. Re-
member too that some will probably have 
the £1 coins that are going out of circula-
tion imminently.  Mick Denne our Missio  
organiser would like to have banked 
them by then. 
 
Once emptied the box will be left in 
the church porch for collection so 
please remember to look for your box 
and take it home with you. 

SATURDAY CONTEMPLATION  
The next Contemplative Saturday will be on 7 October from 

11-12 noon in no 11 

MASS FOR THE SICK AND THE HOUSEBOUND 
21 October at 3pm 

 
Confession from 2.30pm and after the Mass if needed. 

During Mass there will be Anointing of the Sick.  
After Mass all are invited to have refreshments in the Hall. 

Would anyone who is coming, or their carers please contact the 
organisers so they have an idea of numbers. 

  
We will need some help to get people to and from the church 
so if you could help please contact either of the names below. 

  
Rosemary 07956 109 465, email r.ekong@ucl.ac.uk or  

Fiona 07956 516 279,  

email fionaross8@gmail.com 

OLD £1 COIN  
The old £1 coin is going out of circulation by Sunday  

15 October.  Therefore, the last day the church can  
accept the old £1 coin will be on Sunday 8 October.  

So spend, bank or donate your round £1 coins before they 
are no longer legal tender.  

 
MASS COUNT 

From this weekend and for the following three Sundays 
Catholic churches will be participating in the annual    

national mass count of all who attend Mass throughout 
England and Wales.  So if you notice certain individuals 
walking up and down, gazing intently across the rows,  

worry not - they are only counting heads! 

WELCOME BACK TO FR SIMPLICIO 
Fr Simplicio has been away on a well deserved holiday 
but we are delighted that he returns to St Edmund’s this 

week and can start the process of settling in and getting to 
know us. 

CAFOD HARVEST FAST DAY  
Friday 6 October            
This Harvest Fast Day we are    
standing with Edelmira, a farmer in   

El Salvador, as she works to sustain her family with good 
crops and harvests.  With your help, Cafod is giving her 
fruit trees and strong seeds, as well as continuing our  
relief work for those affected by emergencies around the 
world.  The Cafod appeal will be made at Mass on the 
weekend of 14th/15th October. Please help Cafod's work 
by giving what you can to the appeal.  

ANNUAL DAY OF RECOLLECTION 
For Extraordinary Ministers of Communion and Readers 

Bishop Thomas Grant School 
11 November  

There is a flyer about this on the reading slope.  Please 
take one and post the tear-off slip through the Office door. 

St Edmund’s church like any other church is a holy 
place, a sacred space for the celebration of Mass 

and for prayer and quiet reflection. 
However, there are some who continue to hold  
conversations (even during Mass) and cause  

offence to others in doing so. 
Therefore, I ask you once again to remember 

where you are, be respectful to others and  
maintain the silence. 

 
Thank you,  

Fr Steve 

INTENTIONS TO BE CARRIED TO FATIMA 
The next pilgrimage of the year departs for Fatima on  

October 11.  Once more the pilgrims have offered to carry 
with them our parishioners’ prayers and petitions. 

There are envelopes and paper at the back of the Church.  
Please leave your prayers in the box.  They will be  

collected on Sunday October 8. 
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DEMENTIA FRIENDLY SERVICE 
Songs of Praise for Harvest 

**********THIS AFTERNOON********** 
St George’s Church, Beckenham 

Sunday 1 October at 3.30pm 
Followed by refreshments 

Further information from Revd, Dr. Maggie Wilkinson on 
020 8650 2312 

ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP 

Monday 16 October 

Crystal Palace.  

Meet at 10am at Thicket Road (lower) entrance to park. 
Gentle walk, suitable for all, approx 2 hours. Just turn up.   

If transport required from St Edmunds contact  

Margaret Kelleher 8650 2175 or 07880 793175.  

POPE FRANCIS ON LOVE AND JOY 
Saturday 7 October in Forest Hill,  

2:30 to 5:30pm 
Booking essential - marriagese@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The RCIA course 2017/2018 for those interested in  
learning about the Catholic Faith has now started at  
no11 Village Way on Thursday evenings.  If you are  

interested in joining the course it is not too late, so please 
contact Mary Deering on 020 8650 9650 or Cathy Denne 

on 020 8650 0051, or email us on 
rcia.stedsbeck@hotmail.com 

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR 
AGAIN..................... 
Parish Dinner and Dance 
Friday 8 December 
Put the date in your diary 

CHRISTMAS FAIR  
Put the date in your diary.  We are having a 

Christmas Fair in our Hall on  
Sunday 3 December. 

 
Next week’s newsletter (I promise) will have 
details of the organisers and a request for 

volunteers, so watch this space. 

Rosie's Choir has started its sixth  
season and would welcome new 

members.  We meet twice a month 
and there is no audition or judgement, 
just a lot of fun.  We sing a range of 
music from a variety of genres.  Our 
October rehearsals are on Tuesday 
3rd between 7.30 and 9.00pm and 
Saturday 14th between 2.00 and 

4.00pm in the Church Hall. Why not 
come and join us? 

For more details contact  
Clare McConkey 020 8650 2650 

 
OUR LADY AND ST PHILIP NERI  
PRIMARY SCHOOL, SYDENHAM 

Mayow Road, Forest Hill, SE23 2XG 
Open Days 

Monday 16th Oct 1:30pm 
Monday 30th Oct 1:30pm 

Thursday 2nd Nov 9:30am 
Monday 6th Nov 1:30pm 
Tuesday 7th Nov 9:30am 
Monday 13th Nov 1:30pm 

WANT A PLACE AT A GOOD SCHOOL? 

St Mary’s Catholic High School, Croydon is  going 
from strength to strength.  We are Croydon School 

of the Year and were judged good by Ofsted in  

February 2017.  We have an open morning from  

10 - 11am on Saturday 7 October.   All guests will be 
entered into a raffle to win an iPad or one of two £100 
M&S vouchers.   Please come and see us if you are 

thinking about secondary education steeped in  

Gospel values with progress for all at the core of what 
we do.  

Website address  

www.st-maryshigh.croydon.sch.uk and  

Follow us on Twitter: @SMCH_CR  

 

 

 

 

The winners of the 300 Club draw for September are: 
£200 - No 200 - Jan Banfield 
£100 - No 53 - Paul Ewings 

Congratulations to them both. 
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MASSES AND INTENTIONS 
1 - 8 October 

Sunday 1 October Twenty-sixth Sunday 
    Rosary Sunday 
  8.00 am Church Anna and Tom Knell RIP  
  9.30 am Church For the people 
11.00 am Church Jo George RIP  
  5.30 pm Church Deidre Gibbons and family 
  7.00 pm Church Eileen & Christine Thomas RIP 

 
Monday 2 October The Holy Guardian Angels 
  8.15 am 27 V Way Promoters and benefactors of  
    the Claver Sisters 
10.00 am Church Crescenzo and Delisa Panetta  
        RIP 
  7.30 pm 27 V Way Adoration Hour 
   
 

Tuesday 3 October Feria 
  8.15 am Claver Sr Eileen (Golden Jubilee) 
10.00 am Church Jeanne & Pierre Champetier & 
    Nancy and Stephen Dennis RIP 
 
Wednesday 4 October  St Francis of Assisi 
  8.00 am Challoner Private Intention 
  8.15 am  Claver Int. of Amelia Mukoro 
10.00 am Church Edith Ransford RIP 

  7.30 pm  Church Matthias Onuoha RIP 
 
Thursday 5 October  Feria 
  8.15 am Claver Prince Iyke and family -  
    thanksgiving to Almighty God 
10.00 am Church Int. of Rosemary Ekong 
  8.00 pm  Claver Adoration and Benediction 
 
Friday 6 October  Feria (St Bruno, Priest) 
  8.15 am Claver Brenda Mgt Marian Damant  
  9.00 am Challoner Private intention 
  9.10 am St Mary’s  Margaret Cronin RIP 

10.00 am Church Adorers 
10.30 am Church Adoration and Benediction 
 
Saturday 7 October Our Lady of the Rosary 
  8.15 am Claver Int. of Kathleen McGeehan and  
    family 
10.00 am Church Robert Simpson RIP (anniv) 
    Catechism Class  
    Enrolment Mass 

Confessions from 10.30 - 11 am & from 5.00 - 6.00pm 

  5.30 pm Church Fatima - First Saturday  

        devotions 

  6.00 pm Church Bessie Boudville RIP 

 

Sunday 8 October Twenty-seventh Sunday 
    Prisoners’ Sunday 
  8.00 am Church Hodges family  
  9.30 am Church George Campbell RIP 
11.00 am Church for the people  (Baptism) 
  5.30 pm Church Ferrando family 
  7.00 pm Church Ian Scott RIP 

Please pray for the housebound, and the sick and others who 
have asked for our prayers. 

Dorothy Appleyard, Peter Appleyard, Mary Atsu, Iris Beck,  
James Bekoe, Kim Benardis, Christopher Browne, Edith Campos,  

Vienna-Marie Carpenter, John Colling, Tony Cox,  
Ruby Desmond, Giacomo Dillon, Kate Dillon, John Dillon,  

Rita Dixon, Elizabeth, Ann Elmer,  
Martin Farquhar, Margaret Fennessy, Luigi Ferrara, Suzette Fox, 

Barry Gardiner, Baby Megan May Gavey, Isabelle Ghawi,  
Philomena Guard, Eileen Hayes, Pat Hibberd,  

Norman Holland, Frank Holmes, Dave Hustwayte, Kathy Jobson,  
Alabooso Joe-Jim, Victoria Jovanov, Fr Peter Kelly, Grace Knight, 

Peggy Lake, Anita Leslau, Sarah Lister, Mim Lodge,  
Kathy Maleczek, Neelam Malik, Dominic McGrath, Jim McGrath, 
Natalie McGrath, Mickey McGuigan, Paul McQuinny and family,  

Patrick Metters, Eddie Mitchell 1 yr, Gaynor Mullane, Dominic Nash, 
Sean O’Connor, Josephine O’Hagan, Valerie Parr, Dorothy Pask,  

Leonard Pope, John Quaife, Kieran Quinn (13 Months),  
Baby Isaac Ratinckx, Gabriella Rolls, Sandra Sekulic,  

Claire Shelton-Jones, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll,  
Marie-Therese Sinon, Mike & Eileen Slemen, Jo Subieta, 

 Eleni Symeou, John Sylvester, Sarah Thornton, Barry Thorp,  
Katie Toone, Jeanne Tadier, Barbara Tucker, Shirley Turner,  
Annette Virdee, Hilary Walker, Louise Walters, Patricia Weal,  

Terry Weal, Emma Winch, Freda Wukolz, George Wukolz,  
Maureen Young, Fred Wye and Ziggy Sobolewski. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
OCTOBER 
Meditation - every Monday in no11 from 5.30pm to 6.15pm 
Tuesday 3 - CWL meeting 
Saturday 7 - Contemplative Saturday, no11 from 11-12 noon 
Monday 9 - Law Surgery  
Saturday 14 - Talk for all Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
    Communion - in the Hall after morning Mass 
Monday 16 - Walking Group 
Saturday 21 - Mass for the Sick and the Housebound  3pm 
Tuesday 24 -  Follow up from Life in the Spirit Seminars 7.30 
 
NOVEMBER 
Wednesday 1 - CWL Lunch for All Saints Day 

The collection last Sunday raised £2378.67.  The second 
collection for our local SVP was £1589.00 

We are extremely grateful to the growing number of  
parishioners who choose to make their offerings by Standing 
Order or GoCardless (via ChurchSuite).  A weekly average of 

£931.56 is donated in this way and this figure is growing.  
 

Thank you for your continued generosity.    

Please remember in your prayers those whose  
anniversaries occur at this time. 

Maureen McHugh, Vaughan Harris, Ellie Dirks,  
John Heneghan, Veronica Dagger, Timothy Sullivan,  
Bridget Byrne, Edith Ransford and Catherine Shaw 

 
Please pray for those who have died recently. 
Veronica Shelly-Pearce, Noel Edmund Baines,  

Joanna Moriarty, Maureen Simmons, Valerie Wood and  
John Sullivan.  

Readings for Twenty-seventh Sunday 
Isaiah 5:1-7 
Psalm 79 
Philippians 4:6-9 
Matthew 21:33-43 


