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THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE ELECTION 

NOT LONG after you receive this newsletter from the Catholic community in     

Beckenham, Christians all over the world will on 4 June celebrate the feast of        

Pentecost, traditionally called Whitsun in England.  On this day, seen as the most  

important Christian festival after Easter and Christmas, we mark the event recorded in 

the book of Acts where the disciples of Jesus are given the Holy Spirit, the power and 

strength from God to spread the Christian message (illustrated in the icon on the left); 

it is seen as the ‘birthday’ of the Church.  In Britain until the 1970s, the day after 

Whitsunday, ‘Whit Monday’ was a Bank holiday (as it still is in Ireland) - here the 

holiday was moved to the last Monday in May.  In our parish we have been having 

very successful Life in the Spirit seminars, exploring the place of the Holy Spirit in 

our lives. 

Christians would affirm the place of God and the activity of God’s Holy Spirit in 

many places, not simply in the life of Christian churches. We can see this in many 

world faiths and in many ways in which people can be guided by God, perhaps with-

out realising it at the time. So many of us, whatever our religious background, can 

from time to time pray for guidance as we try and make big decisions. Within a mixed 

and varied community we can also offer one another insights from our traditions 

which might strike a chord with other people: such dialogue and sharing is part of 

what it means to live in an open and mature society.  A major decision which we all 

have to make in June, shortly after you get this copy of StEd, will be how we vote in 

the General Election on the 8th.  For Catholics our bishops have issued, as they do 

before every General Election, a short statement to help guide people, drawing      

extensively on the teachings of Pope Francis.  While this is addressed primarily to Catholics, for whom it has a special authority and 

claim on our loyalty, it is also intended to be of help to others as we engage in dialogue in relation to many issues in public life.  We 

reproduce the statement, which is framed in the forms of questions you might ask candidates, on this page and on the next: 

‘As we approach the General Election on 8 June, we offer you these considerations.  As Catholics and citizens of the UK, our lives 

are shaped by the vision inspired by our faith.  Pope Francis says: “An authentic faith . . . always involves a deep desire to change 

the world, to transmit values, to leave this earth somehow better than we found it.  We love this magnificent planet on which 

God has put us, and we love the human family which dwells here, with all its tragedies and struggles, its hopes and             

aspirations, its strengths and weaknesses.  The earth is our common home and all of us are brothers and sisters.”  These words 

encourage us to approach this General Election with a positive determination to consider carefully all that is at stake.  An important 

duty of every UK citizen with the right to vote is to take part in this General Election.  Please make sure that you are registered. 

Please do vote.  Your vote is a matter of conscience.  It is your judgement about all that God wants of us, both personally and as a 

society.  Pope Francis reminds us of key principles to guide our thinking: “…a deep desire to change this world and leave this 

earth a better place than we found it.”  To do this we must name and face every injustice and exploitation which scars our society 

and world.  “We love this human family with all its tragedies and struggles”  The family is the basic model by which we think of 

humanity, for the family is indeed the fundamental unit of the human race and therefore to be protected and nurtured.  The practical 

expression of this love is mercy and compassion, extended especially at times of illness, homelessness, bereavement, violence and 

desolation.  “The earth is our common home”  We cannot be indifferent to the struggles and disasters of people who live far away 

from us, and must strive to assist and protect them.  We cannot be indifferent to the environmental impact of how we live and       

organise our creation of wealth and well-being.  “We are all brothers and sisters.”  Here we insist that every person has a shared 

dignity that should never be denied or ignored.  We are made in God’s image and likeness, precious to him and each other, and  this 

must be respected and valued.  These broad principles impact directly on many of the practical issues being debated at this time.   

Indeed, this General Election takes place at a pivotal moment in the life of our nations as we prepare to leave the European Union.  

To a great extent the outcome of this election will determine the approach taken on how this is achieved, the priorities we pursue and 

the values we wish to treasure as our own in the UK and as partners with countries around the world.  It will determine how we can 

heal divisions in our society, care for the vulnerable, how our public services are run and whether we can remain a united kingdom. 

These principles shape our thinking about the issues that are being debated at this time.  

On the next page are some questions you might consider yourselves and raise with candidates or those who seek your support.  
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LEAVING THE EUROPEAN UNION  There are over three million EU citizens living in the UK and about a  

million British citizens living elsewhere in the EU.  They face an uncertain future.  Where do your candidates 

stand on the future of EU citizens in the UK and reciprocal rights for UK citizens in the EU?  As our formal    

leaving of the EU approaches, new trade deals will be negotiated.  It is important that in them human and workers’ 

rights, the environment, and the development of the world’s poorest countries are taken into account.  What issues 

do your candidates think should be the top priority when forming new international partnerships?  

ISSUES ON FAMILY AND LIFE  In 2015 Parliament voted overwhelmingly to protect society’s most vulnerable 

people, by preventing the legalisation of assisted dying.  Will your candidates uphold this decision?  Will they   

support measures to promote the intrinsic value of life at every stage?  The family is at the heart of the health and 

well-being of society, above all the well-being of children.  What policies do your candidates propose for the  

flourishing of family life?  

CRIMINAL JUSTICE  In a civilised society prisons should be places of redemption and rehabilitation.  Our 

prison system faces unprecedented levels of violence and suicide.  Do your candidates support urgent prison    

reform and better resourcing?  

MIGRATION  The UK has long been a place of welcome for people from other countries.  There needs to be a 

clear policy on migration, which works for the economy and is respectful of the unity of marriage and family life.  

How will your candidates ensure that we operate a fair migration system for people wanting to enter and work in 

the UK?  

REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS  The UK is currently committed to resettling at least 20,000 of the most 

vulnerable Syrian refugees by 2020. Will your candidates work to ensure that this commitment is kept and options 

to expand the scheme are considered?  Will they promote a welcoming society and stand against hate crime?  

FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF Across the world millions of people are persecuted because of their 

beliefs.  How do your candidates intend to promote freedom of religion or belief for all, and what steps could be 

taken as a priority in UK foreign policy to protect religious minorities, including Christian minorities?  

HELPING THE WORLD’S POOREST Aid provided by the UK saves lives and helps people out of poverty.  Will 

your candidates commit to protecting and enhancing the international development budget?  

CARING FOR THE VULNERABLE There are many in our communities who are financially vulnerable and 

struggle to make ends meet or are in need of decent housing. Where do your candidates stand on helping the   

poorest, in terms of health, social care and housing?  How will they support people with mental health problems?  

How will they finance these services?  

EDUCATION Catholic schools make a positive contribution to society, serving over 845,000 children in England 

and Wales.  Will your candidates support parental choice for the education of their children?  Will they support 

Catholic schools as part of this choice for faith-based education?  

MODERN SLAVERY Modern slavery is a gross violation of human dignity affecting at least 14,000 people in the 

UK and millions more around the world.  How will your candidate give political support to the fight against    

modern slavery and better assistance for its victims?  There are many other issues you will be considering.  In all 

of them please bear in mind not only their impact on you and your family but also their impact on our wider world.  

The UK has a long and worthy tradition of generosity and justice.  The values contained in these questions are  

fundamental to our way of life and the good of our society.    
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This girl (left) is Ana Mafayo.  

She is in the fourth grade of the 

Primary School of Our Lady of 

Congo (Notre Dame du Congo).  

She is intelligent and got an 

80.8% mark at the end of year 

exam, before passing from the 

3rd to the 4th grade.  Her Father 

was a soldier. He disappeared 

during the war and till now 

there has been no news of him.  

Her mother was desperate and 

without means and gave herself 

over to prostitution in order to 

survive.  In the end she too 

abandoned her children.  It is 

the parish now that helps pay 

the children’s school fees. 
 

 

This child (below left) is Safi 

Mwati Desanges.  One day her 

father disappeared from the 

house. Without means to      

survive the mother started going 

to the forest to collect firewood 

and make charcoal, but without 

much success.  Safi lives with 

her grandmother, who has  

practically nothing.  Safi is   

intelligent, but very vulnerable.  

The parish now pays her school 

fees. 

 

REPORT ON THE USE OF FUNDS RAISED THROUGH  

OUR GARDEN PARTY 

In September the Claver Garden Party raised the sum of £4,090.32 to help refugee children in 

Goma, Democratic Congo, with school fees.  Fr. Albert Tampwo O.Carm. wrote to thank us for 

this aid and sent us a report and photos of children he had been able to help.  The big problem was 

to choose whom to help, since so many are needy.  In the end 32 children were helped with their 

school fees.  Following are photos and a short story of three of these children. 

 

Sr. Assumpta Giertych 

Miss. Sisters of St. Peter Claver 

 

This boy (below) is Habayuwi Batundi 

Fabrice .  He is now in 4th standard of 

Primary School.  He had 80.6% at the 

end of year exam.  The teacher reports 

he is an intelligent child.  His mother 

disappeared during the war, more than 

four years ago.  His father was a          

soldier and went to the front and never 

returned. Together with his brother, 

Fabrice lives with an uncle in Goma.  

But the uncle is unemployed and has 

his own children too. The whole family 

is in a pitiable situation of extreme  

poverty. 

On the left are the three children 

with their teacher 



Father Steve Wymer  
Parish Priest  
Father Ashley Beck  
Assistant Priest 
Father Mark B. Binang  
Assistant Priest  
Deacon Seán Murphy   
  
  

Missionary Sisters  
of St Peter Claver  
89 Shortlands Road  
BR2 0JL 
    
Salesian Sisters 
25 Village Way, 
BR3 3NA   
     

PARISH CONTACTS 
The Presbytery,  
20 Village Way,  
Beckenham BR3 3NP 
Parish Office    
Telephone 020 8650 0970  

Mass Times at  
St. Edmund’s: 
  
Sundays: 
6.00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil);  
8.00 a.m.;  
9.30 a.m. (Choir)  
(Family Mass 4th Sunday);  
11.00 a.m. (Chorale);  
5.30 p.m. (Folk Choir);  
7.00 p.m. 
 
Weekdays:   
8.15 a.m. (Mon at 25  
Village Way, Tues - Sat at 
the Claver Convent) 
St. Edmund’s  
10.00 a.m.; (Mon - Sat.) 
7.30 p.m.(Wed only) 
St Mary’s School: 
Fri 9.10 a.m. (term time only) 
 
Holydays of Obligation:   
St. Edmund’s 
(Vigil) 7.30 p.m.;  
7.30 a.m.; 10.00 a.m.; 
12 noon; 8.00 p.m.  
St Mary’s School:  
9.10 a.m. (term time only).  
 

Confessions:  
Saturday:  10.30 – 11.00 and 
5.00 – 6.00 p.m.,  
after evening Mass and at 
other times - on request. 


