
 

12 days; St. Edmunds Parish Pilgrimage to the Holy Land & Jordan   

Organised by Diane Brelu  

08th—19th November 2017 

Third edi(on (16-12-16) 

Wednesday 08th November 
LONDON HEATHROW / TEL AVIV / JERUSALEM   
Fly from London Heathrow direct to Tel Aviv on an El Al flight LY316 depar�ng at 14:20 hours and arriving at 

21:10 hours. You will have one check in luggage (23kg) per person and a meal will be served on the flight. 

Mee�ng and assistance on arrival at Tel Aviv Airport. You will then transfer to your hotel in Jerusalem for 

check in, dinner and overnight stay. **As your arrival will be late in the evening a cold pla9er will be 
provided** 
Thursday 09th November  

MOUNT OF OLIVES / OLD CITY / MOUNT SION / HOLY HOUR GETHSEMANE  

Today we will start our tour at the top of the Mount of Olives where we shall view the Place of the Ascension 

before we descend to the Pater Noster Church commemora�ng Jesus teaching His disciples the Lord’s Prayer 

(Ma3hew 6:7-15). Inside the cloisters the Lord’s Prayer is wri3en in 110 different languages. Con�nue to Dominus Flevit. 

Here Jesus wept over the City of Jerusalem and foretold its destruc(on (Luke 19:41-44) where we will celebrate Mass 

at 10:00 hours. We shall then visit the Garden of the Gethsemane, the scene of Jesus’ agony, betrayal and arrest 

(Luke 22:22-54). Also visit the Church of All Na�ons containing the rock where Jesus is believed to have prayed 

before His betrayal and arrest. Con�nue to the Cave of betrayal and tomb of the virgin. We will then con�nue 

to the Old City where we will visit St. Anne’s and the Pool of Bethesda. Con�nue to Ecce Homo and the 

Crusader’s church for a visit. We will also visit David’s Tomb. Lunch in the Old City (not included). In the 

a>ernoon we will con�nue to the Holy Sepulchre for a visit. We will then walk to Mount Zion to visit the 

Upper Room, which is also known as the Cenacle and is the site of the last supper. We shall con�nue to visit 

the Dormi�on Abbey, built over the site where the Virgin Mary is said to have “fallen asleep”.  Proceed to the 

Church of St. Peter in   Gallicantu for a visit, which is built over the site of the house of the High Priest Caiaphas 

and the dungeon where Our Lord was imprisoned before his trial. It is also here that Peter denied knowing 

Jesus thrice (Luke 22: 54-62). Transfer by coach back to our hotel for dinner and overnight stay at our hotel. 

This evening we will join the holy hour in the evening at the Gethsemane  

Friday 10th November  

BETHLEHEM / EIN KAREM / WESTERN WALL TUNNELS  

A>er breakfast we will visit Bethlehem and the Church of the Na�vity venerated as the birthplace of Jesus 

(Luke 2:1-7). Also visit the Church of St. Catherine, the Crusaders’ Cloister, the Chapel of St. Jerome and the 

Gro3o of the Holy Innocents. We then con�nue to the Shepherds Fields for a visit. Proceed to Caritas 

Childrens Hospital where we will have a tour and lunch at 13:00 hours (included). In the a>ernoon we will 

con�nue to Ein Karem, home of St. Elizabeth, and mother of John the Bap�st to visit the Church of the 

Visita�on and the Church of St. John the Bap�st. Dinner and overnight stay at our hotel in Jerusalem. This 

evening we will proceed to the Western Wall Tunnels for a visit.  
Saturday 11th November  

QASR EL YAHUD / MASADA / QUMRAN / THE DEAD SEA  

In the morning leave the hotel and proceed to the original Bap�smal Site, Qasr EL Yahud where Jesus was 

Bap�sed by John. Look across and you will see the Jordanian side of the site, where we will visit later on in 

the week! We will have the opportunity to renew our Bap�smal vows, before con�nuing through the Judean 

Desert along the shores of the Dead Sea to Masada. Upon arrival we will take a cable car and ascend to this 



formidable fortress. A>er you leave the cable car you will have a magnificent view of the Dead Sea, the 

wilderness of Wadi Arava and the Moabite Mountains. Famous for being the last Jewish foot hold against Rome, it 

stands 2.5 miles from the Dead Sea and it rises about 1,450 feet above it. It is cut off from the surrounding 

heights by deep gorges. It was captured by the Roman Commander Flavius Silva in 70 AD a>er a siege which 

lasted for 3 years during which he built a ramp on the west flank, 610 feet long on which he set up his war 

machine and as soon as a breach was opened in the walls, the 967 men, women and children decided to kill 

themselves rather than surrender. Only 2 women and 5 children escaped and lived to tell the tale. We will visit the 

excava�ons including the Synagogue, the luxurious Roman style bathhouse, the storerooms, the Herodian 

mosaic floor, one of the cisterns, the Western Palace and the walls. We then descend by cable car back to our 

coach. We will then con�nue to Qumran where we will view the place where the Dead Sea Scrolls were 

discovered. Lunch at Qumran restaurant at 13:00 hours (not included). In the a>ernoon we will have some �me 

to float on the Dead Sea. We will then return to our hotel in Jerusalem for dinner and over night stay.  

Sunday 12th November  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS / LATIN PATRIARCHITE /  FREE AFTERNOON IN JERUSALEM  

Early in the morning before breakfast you will have the op�on of walking the Sta�ons of the Cross ending at 

the Holy Sepulchre. We will then return to the hotel for breakfast. We will then proceed to the La�n 

Patriarchite where we will have an audience with His Bea�tude. Celebrate Mass at the La(n Patriarchite at 

11:00 hours. The rest of the day is free in Jerusalem for your own ac�vi�es. Dinner and overnight stay at your 

hotel in Jerusalem.  
Monday 13th November  
BETHANY / JERICHO / ALLENBY BRIDGE / PETRA  
In the morning we will check out of our hotel early and drive to Bethany, the home of Mary and Martha 

(Luke 10: 38-42). We will visit the tomb of Lazarus before we con�nue to Jericho where we take a cable car 

ride to the top of the Mount of Tempta�on. Admire the panoramic view of the Jordan Valley, the Dead 

Sea and the mountains of Moab and Gilead. Lunch in Jericho at 12:00 hours (not included). In the a>ernoon 

we drive to the Allenby Bridge to cross to Jordan. We will then drive to Petra to our hotel for check in, dinner 

and overnight stay.  

Tuesday 14th November  

PETRA  

In the morning a>er breakfast we will proceed to Petra for our tour. It is a vast, unique city, carved into the 

sheer rock face by the Nabateans who se3led here more than 2000 years ago, turning it into an important 

junc�on for the silk, spice and other trade routes that linked China, India and southern Arabia with Egypt, 

Syria, Greece and Rome. Entrance to the city is through the Siq, a narrow gorge, over 1 kilometre in length, 

which is flanked on either side by soaring, 80 meter high cliffs. The colours and forma�ons of the rocks are 

dazzling. As you reach the end of the Siq you will catch your first glimpse of Al-Khazneh (Treasury). A massive 

façade, 30m wide and 43m high, carved out of the sheer, dusky pink, rock-face and dwarfing everything 

around it. It was carved in the early 1st century as the tomb of an important Nabatean king and represents 

the engineering genius of these ancient people. We will visit the Nabatean ‘rose red city’ of Petra, carved out 

of the brightly coloured desert sandstone. There is the op�on to take a short horse ride (�p for horse handler 

not included). We will visit the drama�c Treasury, Monastery and Tombs.  Lunch in the vicinity (not 

included). In the a>ernoon you will have some free �me in Petra for visi�ng and enjoying Petra in your own 

�me. Dinner and overnight stay in Petra.  

Wednesday 15th November  

PETRA / BETHANY BEYOND JORDAN / MADABA / MOUNT NEBO / AMMAN   

In the morning we will check out of our hotel in Petra and proceed to Bethany Beyond Jordan, the Bap�smal Site 

on the Jordan River and one of the most important recent discoveries in biblical archaeology and the area 

known as Wadi Kharrar, where John the Bap�st lived and Jesus was bap�sed. We will then proceed to 

Madaba, famous for its mosaics where we will visit the mosaic factory and view the oldest map of the Holy 

Land that is in existence. Lunch in Madaba (not included). In the a>ernoon we proceed to Mount Nebo where 

Moses ascended and viewed the Promised Land. According to Chris�an tradi�on, Moses was buried on the 

mountain (Deuteronomy 34:6). We will enjoy the view from Mount Nebo and celebrate Mass here at 16:00 

hours. We will then con�nue to Amman for check in, dinner and overnight stay.   

Thursday 16th November 
JERASH / UM QAIS / SHEIKH HUSSEIN BRIDGE / MOUNT TABOR   
This morning, we will check out of our hotel in Amman and drive to Jerash, which was one of the ten great 



Roman Ci�es of the Decapolis League. We will then proceed to Umm Qais, which overlooks the Sea of 

Galilee, the Golan Heights and the Yarmuk Gorge. Packed lunch provided (included). In the a>ernoon, we  

con�nue to the Sheikh Hussein bridge to cross to the Holy Land. We will then drive to Mount Tabor, 

which according to a very old tradi�on, which goes back to Apostolic days, is the place where Our Lord was 

“transfigured” (Luke 9; 28-36). Ascend by taxis (included) to the top to visit the Basilica of the Transfigura(on and 

celebrate Mass at 15:00 hours. Admire the magnificent view across the plain of Jezreel. Descend by cars to our 

coach. We then con�nue to our hotel in Tiberias for check in, dinner and overnight stay.  

Friday 17th November 

SEA OF GALILEE / MAGDALA  

In the morning we will leave the hotel and proceed to the Sea of Galilee where we will take a cruise from 

Tiberias to Ginosar in a wooden boat at 08:30 hours. We will have some �me on the water for prayer and 

reflec�on. Con�nue to the Mount of Bea(tudes, which commemorates Our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount 
(Ma9. 5:1-12) where we will celebrate Mass at 10:00 hours. We will then visit Capharnaum “The Town of 

Jesus” where He carried out the major part of His Ministry and Messianic Work. Here Our Lord told Peter 

and Andrew “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men” (Ma3. 4:12-22). Here He cured the Demoniac (Mark 

1:21-28), He cured Peter’s mother in law (Mark 1:21), he cured the Paraly�c (Mark 2:1-12) and the  Roman 

centurion’s servant (Luke 1:1-10). It was also here that Our Lord made the promise of the  Eucharist (John 6: 22-71). 

We will visit the excava�on including the reconstructed fourth century Synagogue and the most recent 

built church on top of St. Peter’s House. We will then con�nue to Tabgha, the Church of the Mul�plica�on, 

which commemorates the site where Our Lord fed the 5,000 with five loaves and two fish (John 6: 1-13). 

followed by the Church of the Primacy of St. Peter (John 21:1-14). We shall have a St. Peters fish lunch at the 
Pagoda lake side restaurant at 13:00 hours (included). In the a>ernoon we will proceed to the site of 

Magdala on the Sea of Galilee, a unique site in the Holy Land. Here one can find a first century synagogue, a 

complete first century city and remains of a once prosperous fish processing industry. Complete with shops, 

marketplace, residen�al areas, and wharf, this is a city where Jesus himself visited and taught. Inside the 

synagogue they also found The Magdala Stone, a discovery many archaeologists call the most significant 

archaeological find in the past 50 years. We then return to our hotel in Tiberias for dinner and overnight 

stay.  

Saturday 18th November 
CANA  / NAZARETH / MOUNT CARMEL  
A>er breakfast drive to Cana of Galilee where since early Chris�an �mes many have believed is where Our 

Lord performed His first miracle by turning water into wine at a wedding feast (John 2: 1-11). Cana was also the 

home of Nathaniel, an early disciple of Jesus.  Here we will have the opportunity to renew our weddings vows 
and celebrate Mass at Cana Church at 09:00 hours. We then con�nue to Nazareth was where the Angel 

Gabriel announced to Our Lady that she was to bear the Son of God (Luke 1: 26-38). It was also here that 

Jesus grew up. Visit the Basilica of the Annuncia�on including the Gro3o, the Chapel of St. Joseph and the 

Old Synagogue which tradi�on holds that this simple building stands on the site of the Synagogue of the �me 

of Our Lord. Also visit the Church of St. Gabriel (Mary's Well), which is built over the only freshwater spring in 

Nazareth, a place where Mary and Jesus must have visited daily to draw their water supply. Lunch in 
Nazareth at 12:30 hours (not included). In the a>ernoon we will drive to Haifa where we view the beau�ful 

Bah’ai shrine and gardens before con�nuing to Mount Carmel, where we will visit Elijah’s cave and the 

Monastery of Muhraqa at the top of the hill, commemora�ng Elijah’s contest. Dinner and overnight stay in 

Tiberias.  

Sunday 19th November  

JAFFA / TEL AVIV BEN GURION AIRPORT / LONDON HEATHROW  

In the morning, we will check out of our hotel and proceed to Jaffa for a visit, which is famous for being the 

port where Hiram King of Tyre sent the Cedar wood to King Solomon to build the Temple (2 Chronicles 2:15). 

We will visit the House of Simon the Tanner and St Peter’s Church where we will celebrate our farewell 

Mass at 11:00 hours. We will take a walk on the Port and enjoy lunch in Jaffa (not included). In the 

a>ernoon, we will then proceed to Tel Aviv airport for our return flight to London with El Al flight 

LY317depar�ng at 17:15 hours and arriving at 20:45 hours. 

 

** END OF SERVICES ** 



16
th

 December 2016 

Dear Diane,  

 

Thank you for your recent enquiry with regards to a tour to the Holy Land and Jordan in November 2017. I have 

the pleasure of detailing the below quota�on based on i�nerary on pages 1—3.  

Departure: 08th - 19th November 2017  

Minimum of 40 pilgrims:   £1795.00 per person   

Single room supplement:  £500.00 per person for the dura(on   

 

The above quota(on includes the following:  

◊ Flights with from London Heathrow to Tel Aviv on a direct scheduled EL AL service.  You will have one hand 

luggage and one check in luggage per person. A meal and refreshments will be served on the flight. 

◊ Hotel accommoda�on on Half Board basis as follows; in Jerusalem for 5 nights at the Knights Palace or 

similar (h3p://knightspalace.com/) in Amman for 1 night at the Ibis Amman or similar (h3p://

www.ibis.com/gb/hotel-6313-ibis-amman/index.shtml) and for 2 nights in Petra at the Petra Palace or 

similar (h3p://www.petrapalace.com/) and in Tiberias for 3 nights at the Ron Beach hotel or similar (h3p://

www.ronbeachhotel.com/). Rates are based on sharing a double / twin room. All rooms with private 

facili�es. 

◊ 3 lunches; A St. Peter’s fish lunch at the Pagoda restaurant at the Sea of Galilee, lunch at Caritas Childrens 

hospital in Bethlehem and a packed lunch in Jordan en route to the bridge.  

◊ The services of an official fully licensed local excellent English speaking guide for the dura�on of your 

pilgrimage (airport to airport) 

◊ All transfers and transporta�on in deluxe and air-condi�oned tourist motor coaches as per your i�nerary. 

◊ All the entrance fees as outlined in your i�nerary. 

◊ The advance booking of all the services relevant to your tour including Mass.  

◊ Tips for guide, driver and hotel staff in the Holy Land and Jordan  

◊ Departure tax in the Holy Land and Jordan  

◊ Group Visa for Jordan for UK / EU Passport holders only. Other na�onali�es should check with the office 

whether they can be included on the group Visa. If not they will be required to obtain and pay for their own 

directly with the Jordan Embassy.  

 

Please note that the above rates do not include the following: 

◊ Single room supplement £500 per person  

◊ Insurance; £60 per person for those under the age of 65 at the end of the tour and £115 per person for 

those over the age of 65 at the end of the tour.  

◊ Lunches unless specified under ‘included’ beverages and refreshments 

◊ Items of a personal nature, e.g. laundry, telephone, bar bills etc. 

◊ Visa and passport costs 



 

 

This indica�on rate is based on an exchange rate of £1 Sterling = US$1.25 

 

As this quota�on is based on flights with EL AL, a non refundable deposit of £200.00 per person will be required to 

secure the seats and hold your booking. The fully completed booking forms and deposits are due by Friday 10th 

February 2017. If we do not receive the deposits for the group by this date EL AL will release the seats they are 

holding. We can re request them subject to availability and possible increases in airfare, which will unfortunately need 

to be passed on to yourselves.  

 

The balance is due ten weeks before departure and any cancella(ons are subject to our standard booking 

condi(ons. 

 

Once we receive your confirma�on of travel, we shall send you your brochures and booking forms and further 

booking informa�on. We will then go ahead and proceed with the necessary reserva�ons for your tour, which 

will be subject to availability at the �me of confirma�on.  

 

Should you like to discuss this quote or any aspect of your proposed tour, please do not hesitate to contact me at 

any �me. 

 

With our best wishes 

Yours Sincerely  

 

Tamara Tahhan 

Office Manager 

Special Pilgrimages Ltd  

tamara@special-pilgrimages.co.uk 


