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EARLIER THIS MONTH we celebrated the fourth anniversary of 

the election of Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio as Pope Francis - he is 

shown here on the visit he made, not long after his election, to 

celebrate Mass on the island of Lampedusa with refugees en-

camped and those caring for them, praying for the souls of the 

many men, women and children who have been drowned near the 

island.  Although his predecessors were marked also by their    

support for refugees throughout the world, Pope Francis’s message 

of solidarity with them and his call on Catholics, particularly in 

Europe, to support them in every way possible has been a defining 

characteristic of his ministry as pope. 

 

The second of our parish Lent talks the week before last attempted 

to identify where we can discern the power of evil and the Evil 

One in the world and even in the Church of God.  One of the    

examples is the way in which Pope Francis is often undermined in 

his ministry, by open and covert dissent from his teaching and by 

snide and disloyal remarks, particularly in the darker areas of the 

Catholic ‘blogosphere’.   This has been focussed on almost every-

thing he has done as pope - not wearing red shoes (and I am not 

joking), his teaching on the care of creation in his encyclical 

letter from 2015, Laudato Si’, his teaching about refugees to 

which I referred above, his response to the synods on the 

Family in the  exhortation  Amoris Laetitia which called   for 

 

 
Loyalty to the Holy Father 

Bishops’ Conferences to be given more discretion in relation to 

the pastoral care of divorced Catholics who have remarried and 

his approach to the Order of Malta.  The irony is that some of 

those who have attacked Francis claim to have been very loyal 

to his predecessor Pope Emeritus Benedict (who has made clear 

his own deep loyalty and affection for Pope Francis in recently 

published interviews). 

 

This disloyalty to the pope is, of course, not new in the history 

of the Church.  There are plenty of examples merely in the last 

century: during the First World war Benedict XV was openly 

undermined by most of the bishops of Europe (including the 

Bishop of Southwark and the rest of the hierarchy) over his  

opposition to the war; we know that St John XXIII was aware 

of attempts to thwart him in his work for peace at the end of his 

life in 1963; and it is likely too that Benedict XVI was not  

properly supported towards the end of his pontificate in his  

efforts to reform the Curia. 

 

Francis knows this but in Lent particularly we should remind 

ourselves of why it is so important for us to be loyal to the Holy 

Father, whoever he is.  We talk of the Bishop of Rome as the 

Vicar of Christ - that means we think of him as the               

representative of Our Lord on earth.  He is the successor of      

St Peter, to whom Jesus entrusted leadership of the Church: 

‘You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church, and 

the gates of hell shall not triumph over it’.  So adherence to 

the pope’s teachings, and loyalty to him, are simply not        

negotiable for Catholics: this is what men like St Thomas More 

and St John Fisher gave their lives for under Henry VIII. 

 

Last week in our Lent session we looked at examples of     

goodness in the world, and one of these is the effort to help 

children and young people listen to the Holy Father’s 

message. We did this very successfully in school last sum-

mer in a week of special events to mark Laudato Si’, to 

get children to think about how they can care more for the 

environment, so pray this Lent for the pope - that he will 

be given wisdom and strength. 
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PARISH NOTICES 
 

 

  

LENT COURSE 2017 
THE CHURCH AND THE SIGNS OF  

THE TIMES 
Tuesday at 7.30pm in the Church 

ONLY TWO SESSIONS LEFT 
IV - 28th March      The Church as a community of  

resistance 
V - 4th April      The Church and the Paschal victory 

 
These talks are being given in the Church.  For those 
who are unable to attend in person  they will be live 
streamed and will also be available to listen to for a 

month. 

Life in the Spirit Seminars (LSS) at  St.Edmund’s 
 

Prayer & Petition Meetings – Saturday mornings (after 
Mass) 10.40 to 12 noon in No. 11 Village Way  

All are welcome.  
We will resume meetings on Saturday 22 April  
at the same time, for two final meetings before 

the Seminars begin on 2 May. 
 

Fr. Steve Wymer & 
Christine Parker (Co-ordinator) 0208 658 9264 

HAVE YOU REGISTERED WITH THE NEW  
PARISHIONERS DATABASE YET? 

  

It’s easy - just fill in the online form under the  

Parishioners tab at www.saintedmunds.net  It will take 
you no more than 2 minutes.  Once registered you can 

 

 Keep up to date with parish news 

 Receive the parish newsletter electronically 

 Make donations by direct debit and card. 

  

When we launched ChurchApp a few weeks ago we had 
just 40 parishioners who donated regularly by Standing 
Order.  Since launch we have added another 82  giving 
us 122 parishioners who now donate electronically.  Can 
you help us get to 200 parishioners who donate         
electronically? 

 Sign up today! 

PREPARATIONS FOR EASTER 
 

EASTER VIGIL 
Each year following the Easter Vigil we hold a  

reception in the Hall to celebrate the resurrection of the 
Lord and to welcome our new Catholics into our  

Parish.  The team of volunteers who organise this has 
dwindled and we are in real need of help so this lovely  

occasion can continue.  If you would be able to help either 
by preparing food, setting up or helping after the Vigil Mass 
(or all three) would you please email the office or phone us 

so we can put you in touch with each other. 
We are desperately short of offers of help. 

A DAY WITH MARY 
Saturday 1 April 

A Day with Mary is a day of instruction, devotion and  
intercession, based on the message given at Fatima one 

hundred years ago. In this centenary year all are welcome to 
join in this very special day.  Flyers with full details are on the 

porch table. 

 

READERS FOR THE EASTER TRIDUUM 
Maundy Thursday - April 13 at 8pm 

Good Friday - April 14 at 3pm 

Easter Vigil - Saturday April 15 at 8pm 

 
A number of Readers are required over the  

Easter Triduum 

If you would like to read at any of the services  

please contact Rosemary by phone on   

020 8658 6777 (leave a message if not  

answered) / 07956 109465 or by email at   

r.ekong@ucl.ac.uk and indicate which  

service you will be attending. Thank you 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE FOR CHILDREN 
This is on Good Friday at 10.00am in the 
Church. It is a lovely service and we are 
looking for children to take part.  We need 
confident readers who must be able to    
attend both the rehearsal at the church on 
Palm Sunday 9 April at 4.00pm, as well as 
the Good Friday Service itself.  
To help us plan the service and allocate readings, 
please contact Maria Crowe at:  
  mariabrighouse@hotmail.com 

 PROPOSED CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 
Parents in the upper years of Catholic schools in the Bromley 
Deanery have already received a short questionnaire on this 
proposal.  The opinions of parents whose children are not 
attending a Catholic school are also sought. 
There are copies of the questionnaire in the porch and also 
on the website.  If this is relevant to you please complete a 
form and return it as directed, as soon as possible. 

 Thank you to those who responded to last week’s call 
for help.  We are still short of readers, so please get in 
touch. 
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PRESBYTERY KITCHEN REFURBISHMENT 
We are two weeks into this now and work is going well.  Please 
continue to leave the forecourt free so that there is room for the 
priests to park and sufficient room for the tradesmen to come 

and go. 

 

DROP IN CAFE 
Please mention to friends with memory problems that they 
are welcome to attend the Drop In Cafe with their carer or 
a companion. The Cafe runs every Thursday afternoon 
from 2 to 4pm and is a friendly and welcoming place to be 
for a couple of hours. The Drop In Cafe meets either in the 
Hall or No.11 but will be signposted each week. If you 
want to speak to someone about the Cafe please call 
0208 659 1990. 

CONCERT AT ST GEORGE’S 
Saturday April 1 at 7.30pm 

Join the Illyrian Ensemble in the glorious setting of  
St George's Church, Beckenham. The concert will feature 

Mendelssohn's evocative Hebrides Overture and  
Beethoven's exhilarating 7th Symphony. At the centre of 

the concert will be Beckenham born violist Katherine  
Lambeth, a former pupil at St Mary’s and Coloma,  

performing Mozart's Sinfonia Concertante for Violin and 
Viola with her colleague Daniel Peev - a concert not to be 

missed!  

 
A PRAYER FOR MOTHERS DAY                  

Loving God,  
Thank you for mums and children  

and for all the joy of family life.  
Be with those who are grieving because they have no mother; 

Be close to those who are struggling because they have no  
children; 

Be near to those who are sad because they are far apart from 
those they love. 

Let your love be present in every home,  
And help your church to have eyes to see and ears to hear the 

needs of all who come.  
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  
  
  
  

 
MEMORIAL MASS FOR CHARLES AND ALICE SCIBBERAS 
Charles Scibberas was a parishioner at St Edmund’s for many 

years.  He was at Bishop Challoner School between1968 - 
1988 where he was Head of English  and also taught History 

and Politics.  He was active in parish affairs until he left  
Beckenham to live with family in Bournemouth. The  

evening Mass on Wednesday 12 April is for his intentions and 
all who knew him are invited to attend. There will be a 

small reception afterwards. 
 

 
CLAVER CONVENT GARDEN PARTY 

 
The Claver Sisters have changed the date of their Garden 
Party.  It will now take place at the Claver Convent on  
Saturday the 8th July. 
 
We are raising funds for a priest in a riverside parish.   
Fr Alexis Harolimana in Ntokou, diocese of Owando,  
Republic of Congo can only reach his parishioners   
scattered along the Likouala river by a boat with outboard 
motor. 
For the success of our Garden Party we need your help 
and support.  Any unwanted gifts you may have, toiletries, 
bottles you may pick up during the Easter holidays, plants, 
hand made crafts, cakes, etc. will be of great help. Or you 
may just wish to contribute with a donation.  As usual we 
will have a raffle and rice and curry and many other stalls. 
Please put the date in your diary - we look forward to     
seeing you all. 

Sr Assumpta 

 

 

 

The winners for March are: 

£200 Mrs Monica Hyland - no 126 

£100 Paula Aliwell - no 2 

COLLECTION FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS AND  
REFUGEES IN LONDON 

This weekend is our regular collection of items for asylum 

seekers and refugees living at the London Catholic Worker 

community in north London. Many thanks for the generosity 

you have shown in the past.    Details of the community’s 

work, inspired by the Servant of God Dorothy Day, can be 

found on www.londoncatholicworker.org. This is what we 

are looking for: tinned tomatoes, nuts, raisins, cheese, tuna,  

chilli sauce, rice, couscous, pulses, olive oil, cooking oil, 

vinegar, mayo, spices, sugar, sunflower seeds, low-fat 

spread, fruit juice, herbal teabags, hot chocolate, instant  

coffee, cereals, jam, marmalade, honey, peanut butter, 

chocolate spread, stock cubes, toilet paper, shampoo, liquid 

soap, deodorant, shaving products, body lotion, cleaning 

products, incense sticks, and tealights.   

Please NO tinned soup, tinned spaghetti, baked beans 

or pork. 
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MASSES AND INTENTIONS 

26 March - 2 April 
 

Sunday 26 March  Fourth Sunday of Lent 
    Laetare Sunday 
  8.00 am Church Tony Duggan RIP 
  9.30 am Church Kenneth Meneaud RIP 
  Family Mass and Second Scrutiny 

11.00 am Church Richard Graves RIP  
  5.30 pm Church Fr David Hutton RIP  
  7.00 pm Church Pro populo 
 
Monday 27 March  Feria 
  8.15 am 27 V Way Siobhan O’Reilly RIP 
10.00 am Church Ints of Sr Jo 
  7.30 pm 27 V Way Adoration Hour 
   
Tuesday 28 March  Feria  
  8.00 am Challoner Margaret Cronin RIP 
  8.15 am Claver   Srs Monica and Editta 
10.00 am Church Joe Brady RIP 
 
Wednesday 29 March Feria 
  8.15 am  Claver  Kay Cronin RIP 
10.00 am Church Welfare of Kate Dillon 
  7.30 pm Church Dec’d Brothers of the Catenians  
    Beckenham Circle 
 
Thursday 30 March     Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  McAvoy family  
10.00 am Church Joanne Jones RIP 
  8.00 pm Claver  Adoration  
 
 Friday 31 March  Feria      
  8.15 am Claver  Ints of Bridie and Mick 
  9.10 am St. Mary’s Bob Shannon - good health 
10.00 am  Church Mr P O’Callaghan and family 
  3.00 pm Claver  Stations of the Cross 
  7.00 pm Church Stations of the Cross 
  
Saturday 1 April  Feria DAY WITH MARY   
  8.15 am Claver  Ewings family 
  9.30 am Church Procession of Our Lady 
10.00 am Church Richard Williams RIP 
  6.00 pm  Church  Bessie Boudville RIP 
  (Vigil) 

 
Confessions between 10.30 - 11.00 am and 5.30 - 6.00 pm 
 
Sunday 2 April  Fifth Sunday of Lent 
  8.00 am Church Alice Smith RIP 
  9.30 am Church Pro populo 
  Third Scrutiny 

11.00 am Church Sandra Naughton RIP (anniv)   
  5.30 pm Church Marco Andre Nunes Barreiros RIP 
  7.00 pm Church Anthony Leonard RIP 

Please pray for the housebound, and the sick, at home, in  
hospital or in residential care:  

Dorothy Appleyard, Peter Appleyard, Mary Atsu, James Bekoe, 
Kim Benardis, Jerry Bresin, Christopher Browne, Edith Campos,  

Baby Vienna-Marie Carpenter, John Colling, Tony Cox, Ruby Desmond, 
Giacomo Dillon, Kate Dillon, Rita Dixon, Rosanna Dominissini,  

Arthur Donnelly, Jeanette Duffy, Elizabeth, Ann Elmer,  
Margaret Fennessy, Luigi Ferrara, Suzette Fox,  

Barry Gardiner, Benny Green, Philomena Guard, Eileen Hayes,  
Pat Hibberd, Norman Holland, Frank Holmes, Dave Hustwayte,  

Kathy Jobson, Alabooso Joe-Jim, Baby Victoria Jovanov, Fr Peter Kelly, 
Grace Knight, Peggy Lake, Anita Leslau, Sarah Lister, Mim Lodge,  
Kathy Maleczek, Dominic McGrath, Jim McGrath, Natalie McGrath,  

Mickey McGuigan, Neelam Malik, Patrick Metters, Baby Eddie Mitchell, 
Gaynor Mullane, Dominic Nash, Sean O’Connor, Barbara O’Driscoll,  

Jospehine O’Hagan, Angela Pareti, Valerie Parr,  
Dorothy Pask, Diane Pick, Leonard Pope, John Quaife,  

Baby Isaac Ratinckx,Gabriella Rolls, Sandra Sekulic, Claire Shelton-Jones, 
Marie-Therese Sinon, Mike & Eileen Slemen, Eleni Symeou, John Sylvester, 
Sarah Thornton, Barry Thorp, Katie Toone, Barbara Tucker, Annette Virdee, 

Louise Walters, Patricia Weal, Terry Weal, Emma Winch, Freda Wukolz, 
George Wukolz, Maureen Young, and Fred Wye. 

 

 

Readings for Sunday 2 April 
Ezekiel 37:12-14 
Rm 8:8-11 
John 11:3-7.17.20-27.33-45 

Please remember in your prayers the deceased whose  
anniversaries occur at this time. 

Patrick Pettican, John Taylor, Beth Nee, Kweku Ansah,  
Ray Sharpe, Maureen Turner, Austin Waldron, Hugh Beck,  

Deacon Ray Zacaroli, Daphne Rowe 
 

Please pray for those who have  recently died. 
 Barry Wallis, Emile Cefai, Fr Michael Clifton,  

Fr Barry Angus, Fr Cyril Elkington, Deacon Michael Gould, 
Maria Siminiac, Philomena D’Cruz and Barbara Oke 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
MARCH 
Meditation in No11 every Monday from 10.45 - 11.30. 
 
31 March - Bible Study in No 11 
 
APRIL 
Meditation in No11 every Monday from 10.45 - 11.30 
 
  1 April - St Edmunds - Day with Mary 
  5 April - Bereavement support 
  8 April - Lenten Reconciliation Service 
10 April - Law Surgery 
12 April - Memorial Mass for Charles Scibberas 7.30pm 
16 April - Easter Sunday 
22 April - Youth Club 
23 April - Baptism Preparation class 
29 April - Contemplative Saturday 
 
MAY 
Meditation in No11 every Monday from 10.45 - 11.30 
 
27 May - Confirmation - noon 

Last week’s collection came to £2825.65 
The collection for the SVP raised £973.38 


