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Everyone’s a Somebody 

There is a book which has been in 
my possession and gathering dust 
on my bookshelf for a good many 
years entitled the, The Diary of a 
Nobody by George and Weedon 
Grossmith.  The book may well be 
an enjoyable read but it has always 
struck me as a rather sad title. 
Last Friday morning I celebrated 
Mass at Bishop Challoner for Years 
3 and 4 and as the children poured 
into the chapel I was quickly aware 
that it was World Book Day as they 
were dressed up as characters 
from their favourite books.  It was 
an impressive spectacle and the children’s enthu-
siasm was infectious.  
At the end of the Mass I ventured along the line of 
the front pew asking the children to say who they 
were.  Iron Man, Harry Potter, Cinderella, Captain 
America and two Mad Hatters were among the 
replies.  However, at one point as I moved along 
the line I came across a pupil and unwittingly 
asked for his identity, not realising he was simply 
dressed in school uniform. A visit to Spec Savers 
is due, I think.  
The boy responded rather sheepishly with, “I’m 
not anyone” or “I’m nobody”.  Wishing to make up 
for my faux pas, I said, “but that’s not true, every-
one is someone”. 
It is a sad state of affairs that there are so many 
people in the world who feel like a Nobody, that 
they don’t count, that they simply don’t matter.  As 
a priest, I meet people who feel anonymous,    
unappreciated, forgotten and they desire nothing 
more than to have a sense of belonging in a com-
munity that cares.  So, perhaps this Lent we could 
pray for these people and find ways to make them 
feel valued.  Recently I’ve been stepping out in 
faith and engaging in conversation with people I 
encounter in the street or in the cafes.  I find that 

sometimes a smile and a 
kindly demeanour can cut 
through any barriers of 
fear and low self-esteem.  
God does not consider 
any of his children a no-
body but a definite some-
body who are called to 
live life to the full in His 
kingdom.  As  disciples of 
Christ we should be the 
same. 
 

This Friday, 7.30 pm, 
there is a Witness and  Worship event taking 
place at St Edmund’s.  This is an opportunity for 
us to praise God with our voices and from the 
depths of our hearts and to listen to people who 
can reveal how God has profoundly changed their 
lives.  I’m sure you will agree with me there is a 
lot of disturbing and depressing news around at 
the present time.  I am certainly not going to 
make a list of these here but simply ask you, why 
not take advantage of this opportunity and come 
along, and don’t forget to spread the word.  When 
we praise God and tell of His wonders in our lives 
we are giving glory to Him and receiving His    
protection from the evil one. 
 
Fr Vianney has informed me that he wishes to  
return to India.  He flies home this Wednesday. 
The reason he has come to this decision is that 
his 95 year old father is missing him terribly and 
has asked that he come home.  This is very  un-
derstandable and I think we can all appreciate the 
wishes of both father and son.  On behalf of you 
all I would like to thank Fr Vianney for his friend-
ship and service at St Edmund’s and wish him a 
very safe journey home and happy reunion with 
his father.    

Please return your Cafod envelopes today - Gift Aided if possible 

mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com
mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com


 

WITNESS AND WORSHIP 
13 March at 7.30 pm 

In St Edmund’s this Friday evening 
Please join us for this evening of praise and worship. 
There will be guests sharing with testimonies of their 
inspiring journeys of faith and there will be uplifting 
worship music.  Please keep this evening free so you 
can gather with us in prayer, before a time of fellow-
ship and refreshments in the Hall across the road.  

Everyone is welcome 
Come and join us in a different kind of praise for the Lord. 

If you have any questions please speak to Joseph or to 

Fr. Steve. 

GUIDANCE ON COVID 19 
 

We are printing this guidance again for 
those who might have missed it.  It will be 

updated when the English Bishops’ change 
the advice they are giving us. 

 
 

A few weeks ago the Catholic Bishops’ Conference    
issued guidance for us on how the growing Coronavirus 
might affect how we come together for worship in 
church, in line with guidance given during earlier out-
breaks. The document is very substantial and can be 
downloaded from https://www.cbcew.org.uk/guidance-to-
catholics-on-coronavirus/.  
Much of the advice reproduces what has appeared from 
the health service and elsewhere – for example, advice 
about coughing into a tissue and the circumstances    
under which one should self-quarantine.  As far as the 
celebration of Mass is concerned, these are the most 
important points, which are worth following all the time, 
not simply when there is public health concern: 

Special Ministers of Holy Communion should ensure 
their hands are clean before they carry out their 
ministry; as in the past special anti-bacterial gel 
will be available in the sanctuary; 

Those who have cold or ‘flu symptoms should refrain 
from shaking hands at the sign of Peace, receiv-
ing the Sacred Host on the tongue and receiving 
from the chalice (receiving the Precious Blood 
by intinction (dipping a consecrated Host in the 
chalice not normally permitted in this country) 

The second piece of advice is only directed at one group 
– those who have the symptoms mentioned; again the 
advice is good all the time.  There is no justification at 
present for a general prohibition of normal liturgical acts. 
It is worth bearing in mind that if you are ill you are not 
obliged to go to Mass; indeed if you are infectious or  
vulnerable to infection you shouldn’t go to Mass – you 
should show consideration to other people.  Please    
remember in your prayers all those suffering from this 
virus throughout the world and those trying to find a    
vaccine. 

 

 
Cafod fast Day appeal - please return your Cafod Fast 
Day envelopes in the second collection this weekend. If 
you are a UK taxpayer, please consider gift-aiding your 
donation, by filling in the slip attached to the envelope and 
popping it into the envelope. This increases the value of 
your donation by 25%, at no extra cost to you; so if you 
donate £5, the government adds £1.25, making your    
donation worth £6.25 to Cafod. There are spare envelopes 
at the back of the church for anyone who needs one. If 
you are not Gft Aiding there is no need to use an en-
velope.  Find out more about Cafod's work at http://
www.cafod.org.uk  Thank you for all you do to support this 
work 

 
FLOWER TEAM 

We are looking for someone to take 
over the running of our long  

established flower team.  The role 
would be suitable for someone who 

has professional experience or a 
background in floristry.  Please 

email the Parish Office if you are 
interested in this. 

WATCH & PRAY FILM CLUB 
Next Sunday, 15 March the film will be Karel - 

The Man Who Became Pope  (about the early life 
of Pope John Paul)  

Please join us in no 11 at 2.30 pm. 

LAW SURGERY 
Monday 10 February in no11 from 7.00 pm 

Please arrive on time - you will be seen in order of arrival 
and when the last one waiting has been seen the surgery 

will close. 

 
At all Masses next weekend we welcome 
a visiting speaker, Silvia Bonotto, who will 
be joining us to talk about the continuing 
work of Lepra whose mission is to beat 

leprosy.  Over 7 million people are currently affected by 
leprosy and 3 million do not know that they are living with 
the disease. The disease is curable and Lepra works to 
find, treat and rehabilitate these hidden people and to 
promote their rights in India, Bangladesh and Mozam-
bique.  There will be second collection to raise funds to 
support the work that they do. 

READERS’ MEETING 
Saturday 14 March at 11.30 am in the Hall 

Would all Readers, young, old, new or long standing 
please come to this meeting. 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/guidance-to-catholics-on-coronavirus/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/guidance-to-catholics-on-coronavirus/
http://www.cafod.org.uk./
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Beckenham Street Pastors 
urgently need more people 
to join their team to continue 
their weekly Friday night  
patrol of Beckenham High 
Street. This is an outreach 
mission showing  people that 
we care for them and want 
to make sure they have a 

good safe  evening out.  People come from all over the 
Borough of Bromley and further afield to go to the     
restaurants, pubs and clubs in the High Street.  Street 
Pastors have been patrolling the High Street for 12 
years – the police, Bromley Council, pub owners and 
door keepers value the Street Pastors’ work but we   
urgently need more Christians to continue to come and 
join the team.  In particular in order to send out a mixed 
team, we need more men to join us.  The requirement is 
to be able to walk and stand for two to three hours once 
a month on a Friday evening and pastors are fully 
trained before going  out on patrol.  The next training 
starts on 9

th
 March. Please contact Jenny Davis, for 

more details: 

jennydavis2@yahoo.co.uk 

THE CRUSADER  
First Rehearsal: Tuesday 10 March 6.30-8.30pm 
at St James the Great Church, Petts Wood.  
Thank you to all who attended our auditions over the 
last few weekends; it was fantastic to see how much 
talent we have in our deanery community!  We are 
still looking for singers, musicians, technicians and 
volunteers to join the chorus, orchestra or backstage 
team for this exciting new musical, ‘The Crusader’.  A 
tale of faith and conversion, exploring the question of 
how we effectively tackle injustice.  This is the story 
of William, a C12th knight, making his journey home 
from the Third Crusade to his wife Thea, and to 
Gloucester, where his people are suffering under an 
oppressive regime.  But then an up-rising begins…
This is a new musical with an original story and 
score, which we plan to perform this Summer 2020.  
Contact us at:  
susan.longhurst@bromleydeanery.org or simply 
come along on 10 March.  We look forward to 
having you with us! 
Please support this venture which is the creative 

work of our seminarian Joseph Gulliford.  It 
would be lovely to have St Edmund’s well  

represented. 

THE SUNDAY CONVERSATION 
Sunday 15 March  

6.30 pm drinks, 7.00 pm conversation 
Christ Church, Fairfield Road, Beckenham 

Graham Kendrick 
the father of modern worship music and the composer of 

hundreds of religious songs, many of which are well 
known around the world and which we sing at  

St Edmund’s - Shine, Jesus Shine, The Servant King, 
Amazing Love to name but a few. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to listen to such an 
influential musician and it is so welcoming of Christ Church 

to invite us to attend. 

CYM Deanery Youth Council  
Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2020  

Our Youth Councillors for Bromley Deanery are planning 
a 5 day pilgrimage to Lourdes this summer. Travelling by 
coach, the programme will include daily Mass, a tour of 
the Shrines and the Candlelight Procession amongst 
other events.  This Pilgrimage would suit youth aged 
14yrs and above who would like to deepen their faith as 
part of this spiritual retreat and to strengthen our bonds as 
a deanery youth community.  Any young people who are 
interested in attending will be encouraged to fundraise 
towards the ticket costs.  If you are interested in attending 
the CYM Lourdes Pilgrimage this summer, please register 
your interest by emailing:  
susan.longhurst@bromleydeanery.org, notifying your  
parish priest or completing the online form at: http://
www.bromleydeanery.org/cym-youth-pilgrimage-to-
lourdes-july-2020/ .   
The deadline to register your interest is 15

 
March. We 

would also love to hear from any adult helpers who 
would be interested in accompanying us!! 

 
 
 
 
 

MASS FOR MIGRANTS 
Date for your diary 

Saturday 2 May 
St Anthony of Padua, Forest Gate, Brentwood 

The icon of Our Lady of Walsingham blessed by Pope 
Francis earlier this month will be on the sanctuary for 

the procession and the Mass 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES 
We currently have two job opportunities available.    
If you would like more information about either of 

them, please look on the Diocesan website:  
www.rcsouthwark.co.uk 

Marriage Tribunal Administrator – full time based in 
Tooting Bec, London SW17 

 
Safeguarding Office Administrator – based at the  

Cathedral. 

ARCHBISHOP EMERITUS PETER SMITH 
Archbishop John Wilson has announced earlier this 
week that Archbishop Peter, his predecessor, who  

retired in the summer of 2019 has been diagnosed with 
terminal cancer and is now receiving palliative care.  

Archbishop John asks us all to keep Archbishop Peter in 
our prayers. 

HOLY TRINITY SISTERS FAREWELL MASS 
Sunday 22 March at 11.00 am 

Please let Old Girls and former staff of Holy Trinity School 

know about this Mass. 

mailto:susan.longhurst@bromleydeanery.org
mailto:susan.longhurst@bromleydeanery.org
http://www.bromleydeanery.org/cym-youth-pilgrimage-to-lourdes-july-2020/
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http://www.bromleydeanery.org/cym-youth-pilgrimage-to-lourdes-july-2020/
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Masses this week 
Mon 9 March   Feria 

  7.30 am Church Murray Dunn RIP 

10.00 am Church Ivan Baard RIP 
  7.30 pm 27 VW  Adoration 

 

Tuesday 10 March  Feria 
  7.30 am Church Natalie Ferris RIP 
10.00 am Church Ints of Anne 
      
Wednesday 11 March Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  Benefactors & Promoters of the  
    Claver Sisters 
10.00 am Church Patrick & Mary Mullins & family 
  7.30 pm Church Ann Rogers RIP 
 
Thursday 12 March  Feria 
  7.30 am Church Margaret McKinney RIP 
10.00 am Church Robert Cammiade RIP (1st anniv) 
  8.00 pm Claver  Adoration  
 
Friday 13 March  Feria 
  7.30 am Church Canon John Bailey RIP 
  9.10 am St Mary’s Julia Brown RIP 
10.00 am Church The Dennis family & their lost babies 
  3.00 pm Claver  Stations of the Cross 
  6.30 pm Church Stations of the Cross 
  7.30 pm Church Witness & Worship 
 
Saturday 14 March  Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  No Mass today 
10.00 am Church Monica Grima RIP 

Confessions  

10.30 - 11.00am and 5.00pm - 5.55pm 

  6.00 pm Church Bessie Boudville RIP 

 

Sunday 15 March  Third Sunday of Lent 
  8.00 am Church Holy Souls in Purgatory 
  9.30 am Church For the people 

11.00 am Church Anne Reilly     LATIN MASS 
  4-5 pm Church Altar Servers’ Course 
  5.30 pm Church Tom O’Connor RIP  1st Scrutiny  
  7.00 pm Church Kitty Conroy RIP (anniv)  
 
The Rosary is prayed from 9.40 every Monday - Saturday, before 

the 10.00 am Mass and  following these Masses there is  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

Lord may Lent be a time of inward     search-

ing that makes me more able to look with com-

passion at the needs of the world. Amen 

 

Readings for 3rd Sunday in Lent (A) 
Psalter wk 3 

Exodus 17:3-7 
Psalm 94 

Paul to the Romans 5:1-2.5-8 
John 4:5-42 

 
We pray for those who have died recently:  Jackie Lee, Fr Ludwig Kamm and Leah Clent. 
 
We pray for those whose anniversaries are at this time:  Ruby Armfield, Yemi Olaonipekun, Robert Cammiade, Ian 
Beston, Patrick Mulcahy, Jack Fleming, Mary Teresa Carroll, Maurice Osbourne, Emer Fox, Phil Fleming, Anne Reilly, 
Carolina (Lina) Phillips. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Bernice, Rob Burns, Emma-Jane, Fr Leon Carberry, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine,  
John Crouch, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Cecil Dutton, Ann Elmer, Felicity, Erika 
Geddes, Chris Grant, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Jerry Jacob, John, Ellie Jones, Mary 
McGrath, Eddie Mitchell, Barbara Moyce, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Claire  
Shelton-Jones, Mary Shipsey, Coleen Shroeder, Siobhan, Helen Solley, Angela Stolle, Patricia Weal and Charlie Wynn. 
 

DIARY DATES 
Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30 - 6.15 pm -except on 

Bank Holidays.  Please note the need to arrive promptly and 
to observe the discipline of silence. 
Open door for the bereaved on the first Thursday of every month 
from 10.30 am to 12 noon in no11 

Law Surgery every second Monday of the month in no11 at 7pm  

Prayer Meeting last Friday of the month in no11 at 7.30pm  

Refreshments in no11 after 10.00 am Mass on Tuesdays 

 
 

MARCH 

Sun 8    Please return Cafod envelopes - gift aided if  

    possible 

Mon 9   Law Surgery from 7.00 pm in no11. 

Sat 13   Service of Witness 7.30 pm in Church followed by          
    refreshments in the Hall 

Fri 20    Requiem Mass for Kym Arnoldi 

The collection last Sunday came to £2063.52 with a further 
£1523.99 through ChurchSuite and standing orders. 
 
The collection for Poor Parishes raised £1171.67 
 
Next weekend at all Masses we will have a visiting 
speaker from Lepra. 


