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SOME OF YOU 
may be old enough 
to remember a satir-
ical book about 
English history pub-
lished originally in 
1930 (but reprinted 
for many years) – 
1066 And All That, 
by W. C. Sellar and 
R. J. Yeatman. This 
is what the book has 
to say about Richard 
II, King of England 
from 1377 to 1399: 
‘Richard II was only 
a boy at his acces-
sion: one day, how-
ever, suspecting that 
he was now twenty-one, he asked his uncle and, on learning that 
he was, mounted the throne himself and tried first being a Good 
King and then being a Bad King, without enjoying either very 
much…’ He has tended to have a ‘bad press’ historically, partly 
thanks to Shakespeare; his conduct in response to the ‘Peasants 
Revolt’ in 1381 (which reached a climax not far from here in 
Blackheath) is certainly controversial. However, as an act of 
thanksgiving after this, on the feast of Corpus Christi in 1381 in 
Westminster Abbey, the king dedicated England to Mary as her 
‘dowry’, affirming the special devotion to Our Lady which the 
people of England showed during the Anglo-Saxon and Medieval 
periods. The Church now is rededicating England to Our Lady 
and this will take place at Walsingham, the historic centre in this 
country of devotion to Mary, on Sunday at 12 noon, in spite of the 
suspension of public worship. We see England as a ‘gift’ to Mary 
for her protection and prayers. For more details go to this section 
of the Bishops Conference website: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
home/events/behold-2020/ The original dedication is the back-
ground for the Wilton Diptych from the 1390s (which is in the 
National Gallery) in which the king is shown kneeling before the 
Virgin and Child and the English flag. 
 
Some words of caution. First of all, the fact that this original   
dedication by King Richard, possibly one of the few good acts of 
his reign, followed the revolt doesn’t taint Our Lady with his  
conduct in response to the revolt, which is at best questionable; 
the revolt was brought about by injustice and the English State’s 
obsession with war. Second, we do need to acknowledge that the 
notion of a ‘dowry’ in relation to marriage, as some theologians 
have pointed out, could be at odds with our theology of marriage, 
which    Christian theology sees as a freely undertaken partnership 
of equals; we should also bear in mind the continuing problem of 
dowry-related violence against women, particularly in south Asia. 
Properly understood a gift is a free act of love. So when we talk 
about our country as being ‘given’ to Our Lady for her protection 
and prayers, it’s a sign of our love for her. Medieval devotion to 
Mary in England is well attested and goes back a long way. The 

now widespread 
practice of celebrat-
ing Mass on Satur-
days in honour of 
her is thought to 
have originated in 
Anglo-Saxon    
England. In the 
Middle Ages    
Walsingham was 
not only the princi-
pal Marian place of 
pilgrimage here but 
the most important 
in Europe; the   
terrible destruction 
of the shrine at the 
hands of King  
Henry VIII and 

Thomas Cromwell was one of the key points of rupture in the 
English Reformation. Catholics since then have always been con-
scious of the medieval legacy and seen it as a source of strength; 
the heading of this article is taken from Cardinal Nicholas     
Wiseman’s well-known Prayer for England, for many years said 
at Benediction: 
 
‘O BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, Mother of God and our most 
gentle Queen and Mother, look down in mercy upon England 
thy “Dowry” and upon us all who greatly hope and trust in 
thee. By thee it was that Jesus our Saviour and our hope was 
given unto the world; and He has given thee to us that we 
might hope still more. Plead for us thy children, whom thou 
didst receive and accept at the foot of the Cross, O sorrowful 
Mother. Intercede for our separated brethren, that with us in 
the one true fold 
they may be united to the supreme Shepherd, the Vicar of thy 
Son. Pray for us all, dear Mother, that by faith fruitful in 
good works we may all deserve to see and praise God,        
together with thee, in our heavenly home. Amen’. 
 
When the rededication was being planned no one foresaw where 
England would be in March 2020. But Mary is our mother in 

times of sorrow and distress as well as in times of joy, and we 
need Our Lady’s prayers with a particular urgency at this time. As 
Christians it is important for us to see every crisis or problem as 

an opportunity, as a potential channel of God’s grace; this is not 
easy if we’re physically unable to get to Mass in our churches, but 

in lots of ways new doors are being opened for people by what is 
happening; we also have the opportunity to witness to the truths 

of Catholic moral teaching in our response to world events.  

Throughout Christian history our brothers and sisters in the faith 
have emerged strengthened by periods of adversity: this weekend, 

as we rededicate this land to Mary, we ask that she will be with us 
at this time. 

LOOK DOWN IN MERCY UPON ENGLAND THY DOWRY 
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COLLECTION FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS AND  
REFUGEES IN LONDON 

The food collection planned for this weekend will not take 
place for obvious reasons. 
This community relies entirely on donations to feed 
the many men it shelters so please consider making 
a financial donation via their website: 
https://www.londoncatholicworker.org/  
 
Please continue to give with your usual generosity. 

COLLECTION  
The online collection last week (standing orders  

and ChurchSuite) came to £2035.97 
Thank you  

MASSES THIS WEEK - via Webcam ONLY 
Weekday Masses will be concelebrated and Intentions that have 
had to be moved due to Mass cancellation will be offered on the  

closest possible date. 
 

Sunday 29 March  Fifth Sunday of Lent 

  9.30 am   Deacon Ray Zacaroli RIP 

  5.30 pm   The Oshomegie family 

 

Monday 30 March  Feria  

  9.00 am   Ints of Alice & family 

    Anthony Leonard RIP 

    Mrs Nora Kelly RIP 

 9.40 am   Rosary followed by Exposition - 7pm 

 6.30 pm   Evening Prayer 

 7.30 pm   Evening Reflection 

 

Tuesday 31 March  Feria 

  9.00 am   Jean-Paul Schoens RIP &  

    Bethe Reynaud RIP  

    Anthony Mukoro - in thanksgiving 

    Joanne Jones 

 9.40 am   Rosary followed by Exposition -7pm 

 6.30 pm   Evening Prayer 

 7.30 pm   Evening Reflection 

 

Wednesday 1 April  Feria 
  9.00 am   Jeanne & Pierre Champetier RIP and 
    Nancy & Stephen Dennis RIP 
    Tony Duggan RIP 
 9.40 am   Rosary followed by Exposition -7pm 

 6.30 pm   Evening Prayer 
 7.30 pm   Evening Reflection 

 

Thursday 2 April  Feria 
  9.00 am   Catenian Association - for vocations 
    Charlotte, Jacqueline & Michael - in 
    thanksgiving 
 9.40 am   Rosary followed by Exposition -7pm 

 6.30 pm   Evening Prayer 
 7.30 pm   Evening Reflection 

 

Friday 3 April  Feria 
  9.00 am   Winifred Fisher RIP 
    Connor Phelps - 21st birthday 
    Richard Graves RIP 
 9.40 am   Rosary followed by Exposition -7pm 

 6.30 pm   Stations of the Cross 
 7.30 pm   Evening Reflection 
 

Saturday 4 April  Feria 
  9.00 am   Deceased benefactors & promotors of 
    the Claver Sisters 
    The Nasamo family 
    Gian Bianca Inzani RIP 
  9.40 am   Rosary followed by Exposition - 5 pm 

  6.00 pm    Crescenzo & Delisa Inzani 
 

Sunday 5 April  Palm Sunday 

  9.30 am   Paulo Ramiro Zanfra RIP (anniv) 

  5.30 pm   For the people 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Ellen McNally, Archbishop Emeritus Peter Smith, Fr Henry Reynolds ,  
Fr Ludwig Kamm, Claire Shelton-Jones and Brian. 
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Margaret Murray, Ray Sharpe, Maureen Turner, Herbert Walter 
Roberts, Katherine Pratt, Charles Miller, Austin Waldron, Earnest Hall, Dorothy Haines, Hannah Walsh, Alice Mather, 
Charles McCann, Hugh Beck, Deacon Ray Zacaroli, Daphne Rowe,Frederick Andersson, Jose-Urbane Blanchet, Sandra 
Naughton, Johanna Walsh, Mario de Pascalis, Celia King, Kathleen Scanlon, Mary J Edet, Peter Abbott, Albert David 
Smith, Anna Marren, Sr Anne Motteram, Norah Mary Brewsher, Anne Mulcahy, Jane Keappock, Martha Brown and Gian 
Bianca Inzani. 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Bernice, Rob Burns, Emma-Jane, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Christine,  John Crouch, Sorcha 
Davis, Niamh Dawson, Giacomo Dillon, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Cecil Dutton, Ann Elmer, Felicity, Erika Ged-
des, Chris Grant, Tony Hallett, Hans Halpin, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Hayes, Jerry Jacob, John, Ellie Jones, Mary McGrath, 
Eddie Mitchell, Barbara Moyce, Eva Perjesi, John Quaife, Brian Russell, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll, Mary Shipsey, Coleen 
Shroeder, Siobhan, Angela Stolle, Patricia Weal, Sue Wingfield and Charlie Wynn. 

300 Club 

The March prize-winners are: 
£150 - no 262– Mrs Jeanna Ingle 

£100 - no 170 - Mrs Mathilda Fernandes 
Congratulations 

Thank you to all who continue to pay their collection by  
regular donation through ChurchSuite or Standing Order 
and to the many people who have just this week signed 
up or set up a standing order! It is through your thought-
fulness and generosity that we will stay afloat. 
If you would like further information about giving online 
through ChurchSuite or setting up a standing order 
please contact the parish office 
beckenham@rcaos.org.uk or visit our website  
http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/  

Readings for Palm Sunday 
Matthew 21:1-11 

Isaiah 50:4-7 
Psalm 21 

Philippians 2:6-11 
Matthew 26:14-27:66 

We have been overwhelmed by the many messages of 
thanks from people far and wide who have joined us via the 
webcam for Masses and times of prayer and reflection.  It 
seems strange to celebrate Mass without a visible congre-
gation but this is the new normal (for now) and we are 
pleased to be able to serve in this way. 

THE PASSAGE - Big Give (Double your Donation) has 
been extended until 31 March to help raise funds to sup-
port its work Helping Homeless People.  This is a 
matched giving scheme for online donations.  If someone 
(company, individual or trust) gives £10 online matched 
giving increases the Gift to £20.                                     
Donate at https://bit.ly/334RmGH 
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