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Archbishop elect of Southwark - John Wilson 

This weekend’s second collection is for our local branch of the SVP 

Pope Francis has appointed Bishop John Wilson 
as the 11th Archbishop of Southwark.  Bishop 
John, the Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster since 
2015, succeeds Peter Smith who has been 
Archbishop of Southwark since 2010. 
 
Bishop John’s installation takes place in St 
George’s Cathedral on Thursday 25th July. 
 
Reflecting on his appointment, the Archbishop-
elect said, “Someone once said if you want to 
make God laugh, tell him your plans.  In whatever 
way I might have imagined God’s plan for my life 
to unfold, the news of my appointment by Pope 
Francis as the new Archbishop of Southwark 
came as a complete surprise.  I am grateful to his 
Excellency Archbishop Edward J Adams, the   
Apostolic Nuncio, for his encouragement, and for 
reminding me of C S Lewis’ invitation to be 
‘surprised by joy’.  It is the joy of the Gospel, the 
good news of God’s love for the world in His son 
Jesus Christ, that sustains and animates the 
Church's mission in which I am to share in a new 
way.” 
 
He continued, “To say I am deeply humbled by 
my appointment, while absolutely true, hardly 
seems adequate.  It is an immense privilege and I 
will do my very best to serve joyfully after the   
example of the Lord Jesus, the Good Shepherd.  
Aware of my unworthiness and limitations, and 
with more than a little trepidation. I am grateful to 
Pope Francis for entrusting me with this new  
mission in the service of the Lord and his people 
in the Archdiocese of Southwark.  There is so 
much that is new to me and I know I have much 
to learn.  I rely totally on the Holy Spirit to guide 
my new ministry of witnessing to the love of God 
for each person so that we might be evermore a 
church of joyful missionary disciples, alive in 
Christ, our risen Saviour.” 
 

The Coat of Arms of the  
Archdiocese of Southwark 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The principal patron of our diocese is Our Lady,         
conceived without sin.  She is represented in 
the upper segment by a silver fleur de lys on a 
blue background. Both the fleur de lys and blue 
are symbols traditionally associated with Our 
Lady. 

The lower left segment represents Saint      
Thomas Becket.  It shows three Cornish 
choughs (birds of the crow family), as seen on 
the crest of St Thomas Becket. 

The lower right segment represents Saint 
Augustine of Canterbury.  The Augustine 
cross, has been associated with Canterbury 
since at least 850AD. It was there that St 
Augustine was bishop in the early years of the 
seventh century. 

Above the shield is a bishop's mitre with its two 
lappets. There are three metropolitan crosses,  
indicating that Southwark is a Metropolitan Arch-
diocese - the province includes Southwark, 
Arundel and Brighton, Portsmouth and          
Plymouth. 

The colouring has its own symbolism. The blue 
upper segment with its wavy line refers to the 
waters which form a major part of the diocesan 
boundaries - the Thames and the Kent coast. 
The right lower segment is green, symbolising 
Kent, and the left lower segment is yellow,    
symbolising London.  
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Many thanks to all these groups for the dedicated work 
they put in to prepare for the Masses at which they sing 
and all the special celebrations they enrich with their music. 

 

NOTE FROM FR STEVE 

A JOURNEY IN FAITH 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

We are starting a new course in September for those who 
are interested in becoming a  Catholic or would like more   
information about the Catholic Faith.  This also includes 
adults (over 18) who were baptised as Catholic, have little if 
any knowledge of Catholicism and who are maybe         
considering being confirmed.  If you would like more details 
of the course please contact us on: 
beckenhamrcia@rcaos.org.uk  or phone Mary Deering on 
0208 650 9650  or Cathy Denne on 07956914164. 

BAPTISM PREPARATION 
This Sunday 21 July at 3.00pm 

Anyone who wants to baptise their first 
child needs to attend a short session.  

Just turn up this afternoon at 3.00 pm in 
the Hall. 

 
 

 

HALL GARDEN 
We are delighted that the garden is back in use once 

more.  Thank you for your patience.  The main problem 
was the sub-structure which in places had rotted through 

and in many areas needed to be completely replaced.  
The full state of disrepair was not visible until decking 

planks were removed and the more that were removed 
the worse the situation was seen to be. 

 
Thank you so much for the donation from the 300 Club to 
help finance the repairs and their offer to purchase some 

much needed new garden furniture. 

GIFT AID ENVELOPES 
There are a number of Gift Aid envelopes that have still to 
be collected.  Unless your donation is made in an         
envelope (or by standing order/Church Suite) we are    
unable to claim the Gift Aid on that offering.  If you have 
not collected your envelopes please call in to the Parish 
Office and we will give them to you. 

A reminder to everyone of my mother Margaret’s Memorial 
Mass on Tuesday 30 July at 10.00 am.  There will be  

refreshments after Mass at no 11 across the road from the 
church.  All are very welcome. 

COLLECTION FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS AND  
REFUGEES IN LONDON 

Our bi-monthly collection for the residents of the Catholic 
Workers Community House in North London is due next 

weekend.  If you are going away on holiday the  
office will be happy to receive your donations during  

the week. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The flowers have been given 

In Loving Memory of Christina Carroll 
on this fourth anniversary by  

Christopher Carroll and family. 
May she rest in peace. 

 

 
ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP 

Monday 29 July 
Roger Crockett will be leading a 5 mile linear walk  
starting at 10.30 am at Hayes Station and finishing at 
Coombe Lane tram stop. Bring your own drinks/picnic. 
 

 

 

300 Club 

 

The 9:30 choir will be finishing for their summer break after 
Mass today and will return on Sunday 8 September.  If any 
one is interested in joining them to sing please contact 
Cathy Denne on 07956 914164. 
 
The Folk Choir will also sing at their last Mass before the 
summer break today, but the Chorale will sing theirs on 28 
July. 
 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
As all the schools have now finished for the year, many 
of you will be going away for your holidays. 
 
If your destination is in England or Wales it is very easy 
to locate your nearest Catholic church by going online to     
catholicdirectory.org.  Please remember that many of 
these churches in holiday destinations rely on the       
donations of holiday makers to keep them open. 

Please pray for Rev. Peter Littleton,  
Rev. Tomasz Margo and  

Rev. Patrick Pullicino who were ordained to the  
priesthood for the Southwark Diocese  

on 20 July at  
St George’s Cathedral. 
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SUMMER HOLIDAY READING 

It is the custom in newspapers and journals before holiday 
periods for people to offer suggestions for holiday reading. 
This is rather a space filler and this is as good a reason as 
any for doing so here. These are simply some books I have 
read recently, most but not all recently published. Some 
have been reviewed in recent issues of The Pastoral     
Review or will be soon. 

 

Jane Williams The Merciful Humility of God 

(Bloomsbury 2019) 

This is a Lent book, and good for any time of year. The  
author is the wife of the former Anglican Archbishop of 
Canterbury Rowan Williams and a theologian and teacher 
in her own right.  The running theme of the book is that  
understanding God’s humility made real in the person of 
Our Lord is the key to Christian life; she takes us through 
sayings and events in Jesus’ life in the gospels, drawing on 
insights from St Augustine, St Francis, Julian of Norwich 
and others. 

 

Jonathan Coe Middle England A Novel  

(Penguin Viking 2018) 

This has been acclaimed since its publication at the end of 
last year; it is a sequel to novels Coe wrote a few years ago 
(The Ratters’ Club and The Closed Circle), looking at some 
of the same characters in the context of Britain, and the 
Midlands in particular, in the years surrounding the 2016 
EU Referendum. Very sharp and witty. 

 

Paul Mason Clear Bright Future A Radical Defence of 

the Human Being (Allen Lane 2019) 

Mason is a writer and former Economics editor for Channel 
4.  This book is a challenging defence of the notion of the 
human being, in the face of the rise of far Right politicians 
and the daunting challenges of modern technology,       
particularly the development of Artificial Intelligence.  He’s 
not sympathetic to religion and his work entails a re-
appraisal of the early writings of Karl Marx; but Catholics 
should be attentive to his arguments, which have many 
points of contact with our moral teaching about the human 
person. 

 

Arturo Pérez-Reverte The Seville Communion  

(Harvill 1998; original Spanish edition 1995) 

This is a fascinating ecclesiastical detective novel.         
Developers and local magnates in the Spanish city of 
Seville want to demolish an old but decaying church served 
by an obstinate and difficult priest.  Because two people 
mysteriously lose their lives in the building a priest is sent 
from the Vatican to investigate.  Very well written and    
gripping, but I won’t give away any more of the plot. 

 

       Fr Ashley 

Canon Tom McHugh has retired as Parish Priest of St      
Joseph’s, Bromley.  His retirement Mass in the school 
grounds of St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School on Sunday 
30th June was a memorable occasion for him and it was 
clear from the large number who attended that he was much 
loved and appreciated both by his parishioners and people 
throughout the Bromley Deanery. 
 
The theme of Canon Tom’s  homily was ‘Learn from yester-
day, live for today and hope for tomorrow’.  Wise words. 
 

        Fr Steve 

DROP IN CAFE 
Please mention to friends with memory problems that they 
are welcome to attend the Drop In Cafe with their carer or a 
companion.  The Cafe runs every Thursday afternoon from   
2 to 4pm and is a friendly and welcoming place to be for a 
couple of hours.  It remains open throughout the summer.  
The Drop In Cafe meets either in the Hall or no.11 but will be 
signposted each week.  If you want  to  speak to someone 
about the Cafe please call 020 8659 1990. 

ISTALLATION OF THE MOST REV. JOHN WILSON AS 

ARCHBISHOP OF SOUTHWARK 

Live Broadcast on Thursday 25 July from 11.50 am 

 

On Thursday afternoon the Archdiocese announced that it 
would be live streaming the installation of our new 

archbishop.  We will be taking a feed from them and you will 
be able to view the installation by going on to our website at  

www.saintedmunds.net, and clicking on the live  

streaming service. 

It can also be viewed by going to https://youtu.be/
wemICGkP6pA 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
In the Southwark Diocese it is necessary for couples wanting 
to get married to contact their priest six months ahead of 
their intended wedding date.  This is to allow sufficient time 
for them to attend the Diocesan Marriage Preparation 
Course and also for the clergy to complete the necessary 
paperwork.  Our priests would prefer to be given a year to 
complete the paperwork and suggest that couples do not set 
a date for their wedding until they have had an initial        
conversation with a priest.   
Once you have decided to get married please email the   
Parish Office with your names and address and a              
preliminary marriage application form will be sent to you plus 
an enrolment form for the Marriage Preparation Course. 
If you intend to get married at a church other than St        
Edmund’s our clergy are still responsible for all the     
paperwork.  As a growing number of our parishioners were 
born outside the UK we will need to obtain documentation 
from their previous parishes.  This can take some time. 
There is also extra work to be completed for those who are 
having their ceremony abroad or for those who have had a 
previous marriage.  So, in short, as soon as you decide to 
get married, please start the ball rolling by contacting the 
Parish Office. 
 



 

  

COLLECTION 
The collection last weekend came to £1804.44.   

A further £1218.64 was given through  
ChurchSuite and Standing Orders. 

The Sea Sunday collection raised £1249.40 
 

Readings for 17th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
   Genesis 18:20-32 

Psalm 137 
Paul to Colossians 2:12-14 

Luke 11:1-13 

DIARY DATES 
Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30 - 6.15 pm 
Open door for the bereaved on the first Wednesday  

of every month from 10.30 am to 12 noon in no11 

Law Surgery every second Monday of the month at 7pm  

in no11 (NOT AUGUST) 

JULY 

Tues 30  Mass for Margaret Wymer 10.00 am  

 

AUGUST 

Sat 3      Contemplative Saturday 11.00 am - noon in no 11 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 7      Contemplative Saturday 11.00 am - noon in no 11 

 

Sat 28     Fundraising Auction 

Masses this week 
 

Sunday 21 July  Sixteenth Sunday 
    Collection for SVP 
  8.00 am Church For the people  
  9.30 am Church June Cloherty RIP 

11.00 am Church Joanna Duguid RIP (Latin) 
  5.30 pm Church Vera Powers RIP 
  7.00 pm Church Kathleen Farrell RIP 
  
Monday 22 July  St Mary Magdalene 

  8.15 am Church Ulrich Bender RIP 

10.00 am Church Deidre Coady RIP 
  7.30 pm 27 VW  Adoration  
 

Tuesday 23 July  St Bridget, Patron of Europe 

  8.15 am Claver  John Deering RIP 
10.00 am Church Anne Byrne RIP 
  

Wednesday 24 July  Feria 

  8.15 am Claver  Ints of Eddie Lee 
10.00 am Church Erma Silva -birthday ints. 
  7.30 pm Church Roy Brocklehurst RIP 
 

Thursday 25 July  St James, Apostle 
  8.15 am Claver  Dec’d benefactors & promoters of the 
    Claver Sisters 
  9.30 am Church Luigi Benedetto Ferrara RIP 
  There will be no Exposition today 
  8.00 pm Claver  Adoration 
 

Friday 26 July  Saints Joachim & Anne 
  8.15 am Claver  Margaret Larmer 
10.00 am Church Josie Croft RIP 
 
Saturday 27 July  Feria (Our Lady) 
  8.15 am Claver  Patrick Fitzgerald RIP  
10.00 am Church Hope Rabero RIP 
  6.00 pm Church Barbara Mary Davies RIP (anniv) 

Confessions from 10.30 - 11.00 am and from  

5.00pm - 5.55pm. 

 
Sunday 28 July  Seventeenth Sunday 
  8.00 am Church For the people  
  9.30 am Church Rudi Piscina RIP & Giuseppa  
    Azzopardi RIP 

11.00 am Church All dec’d of Edet & Ekong families 
  5.30 pm Church Victor & Jessica Difolco RIP 
  7.00 pm Church Anne Donohue (recovery from  
    operation) 

 

 

The Rosary is prayed Monday to Sat-
urday from 9.40 am and there is Ado-
ration of the Blessed Sacrament fol-

lowing the  
10.00 am Mass until 11.30 am. 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Zara Crane-Davies, Fr Seamus Hetherton, James Mson Akuha and  
Geoffrey Aondowase Akuha. 
 
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:   Helen Gardner Richards, Joseph McHugh, Fr Ernest Bonvini, 
Oswaldo Paya, Harold Cepero, Matthew Mukuro, John Nestor, Josie Croft, Thomas Brown, Barbara Mary Davies, Malcolm 
Paes. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Aondongu Akuha, Angela, Bernice, Emma-Jane, Carmel Cardiff, Chant, Arthur Cromwell,  
Christine, John Crouch, Fr John Cunningham, Giacomo Dillon, John Dillon, John Dommett, Colin Dowling, Joshua  
Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Cecil Dutton, David Edwards, Ann Elmer, Felicity, Chris Grant, Patsy, Gerald Hall, Hans Hal-
pin, Eileen Hayes, Margaret Howe, Jerry Jacob, John, Eddie Mitchell, Orla O’Regan, John Quaife, Peter Sanders, Coleen 
Shroeder, Siobhan, Charlie Wynn and Patricia Weal. 

 

The Rosary is said Monday to 
Saturday from 9.40 am and 

there is Adoration for an hour 
after each 10.00 am Mass. 

A Summer Blessing  

May you walk with God this 

summer in whatever you do 

and wherever you go. May 

you talk to God this summer 

and every day and in every  

situation.  

May you talk with God every 

day.  


