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PETER’S PENCE, PETER’S SUCCESSOR 

The second collection today is for Peter’s Pence 

SOMETIMES AT CLERGY DEANERY MEETINGS priests are apt 
to complain about second collections, arguing that people complain 
to them about them, that there are too many of them, and so on. As 
it happens people don’t complain here about them, at least not to 
me; in Beckenham you give very generously in second collections, 
even when emergency appeals happen at short notice. The causes 
which the second collections support are good and important, and 
what you give is appreciated. I think that sometimes people moan 
about these things in some parishes because the clergy don’t bother 
to explain the importance and value of second collections. 
Second collections also convey a message about the life of the Church, 
and that is particularly important this weekend. For we mark the 
weekend of the feast of Ss Peter and Paul (or nearest it) with the an-
nual collection known in this country as Peter’s Pence. This is a world-
wide levy aimed at supporting the ministry of the Pope and the Holy 
See throughout the world, particularly in charitable work. It enables 
us to ‘put our money where our mouth is’ and show our commitment 
as Roman Catholics by contributing directly to the Holy Father’s min-
istry. People in England should be particularly supportive of Peter’s 
Pence because historical evidence suggests that it started here in Anglo-
Saxon England. It is possible that it began in the eighth century, but 
certainly by the time of King Cnut at the beginning of the eleventh – 
and it spread gradually to Ireland and the rest of Europe. As we con-
sider the rather dire prospects for the future of our country, we 
should reflect that Peter’s Pence was in a sense one of the first Europe 
wide taxes, and this meant it had to go when King Henry VIII took over 
the Church in this country. Peter’s Pence was abolished by law in 
1534, although it seems to have been revived for a short time under 
Queen Mary, at least in some places, only to be scrapped again by 
Queen Elizabeth. In penal times Catholics, often among the poorest 
in society, nevertheless tried to carry on giving money to support the 
pope. 

Today’s feast is partly about asserting that the pope is the Head of the 
Church on earth and the Vicar of Jesus Christ. For Catholics, what-
ever our background, this assertion creates, or ought to create, a 
sense of personal loyalty. The personal commission which Our Lord 
gave to St Peter when he told him ‘on this rock I will build my 
church’ is handed on to his successors, in spite of the unworthiness 
which some have shown in history. You may feel a particular sense of 
warmth towards different popes in your lifetime or in history – but 
we also owe a personal loyalty to Pope Francis because he is the pope 
whom the Holy Spirit has given to the Church at this point in our 
history. That is what Peter’s Pence is about. 
Non-Catholics often find this hard to understand. With the best will 
in the world, our brothers and sisters in the Anglican Communion, in 
the Free Churches, and even in the Eastern Orthodox Churches, do 
not really look on their leaders in the same way. What makes us dif-
ferent is not subservience: it’s a gift from God to his Church, to build 
up the Body of Christ in unity. Pope Francis also needs this loyalty 
from us. There are serious challenges facing the Church; and more-
over he has the task of constantly challenging people with the beauty 
of Christian teaching – this often makes enemies. 
One issue about which the Holy Father has constantly challenged 
political leaders and all of us is the treatment of refugees and mi-
grants: our picture shows him celebrating Mass on the island of 
Lampedusa when he went there early in his pontificate to show soli-
darity with refugees and make reparation for the deaths of those try-
ing to get to Europe. He is the conscience of the world – if we’re 
proper Christians we respond to the needs of refugees with kindness 
and love, not meanness or hatred. It’s not just an issue for him, how-
ever: it affects all of us as well. For example, it has come to light that 
Bromley Council has reneged on a commitment they had made to 
take unaccompanied refugee children (technically known as UASCs, 
‘unaccompanied asylum-seeking children’) by surreptitiously pulling 
out of an agreement made by all London councils to take care of a 
small number of such children (in Bromley it would be about fifty). 
This is a shameful decision and totally at odds with the message of 
Pope Francis and our Church. There is an online petition at http://
www.change.org/p/bromley-council-ask-bromley-council-to-keep-
their-promise-to-lone-refugee-children/share_for_starters?
just_created=true, or you can write to your councillor or the Leader 
of the Council. Along with giving generously to Peter’s Pence, doing 
something about this both shows love to children who are in need 
and loyalty to Pope Francis. 
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NOTE FROM FR STEVE 

  This Tuesday from 7.30 @ St Edmund’s Hall    

 
Alpha – You are welcome to join us 
 
Week 11   What about the Church? 

2
nd

 July 2019 

       
         This is the final session of our course. 

       It will begin at 7.30 in St Edmund’s Hall 

 

International Day 
Is getting close and we need to know that the catering is all 
sorted.  There are sheets on the notice board at the back of 
the church near to the Sacred Heart statue and it would 
really help us if you would write on them what you are   
bringing to share.  Please help us by doing this - it is a    
system used by many parishes and is a great help in     
planning functions. 

6th July 

 
Details on Posters at the back of the church. 

 

You can help in many ways (here is a small list): 

Bring a small quantity of your traditional 

food 

Donate a bottle of wine 

Donate a bottle of juice 

Setup/Decorate the hall before Mass 

Clear up the hall after the event 

Serve tea/coffee/drinks/juice 

Oversee the food arrangements 

Altar Servers 

Reading at the Mass 

or 

Just simply join us on the day itself for 

Mass and later in the hall. 

 

If you are bringing food please put your name, 

contact details and what you will bring on the 

sheet provided on the notice board at the back 

of the church (on left hand side as you enter the 

church) 

 

We need volunteers, if you are able to help 

please contact Sandy Misquitta on:  

misquittas@outlook.com or 07779619701.  

PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM 
PLANNING MEETING 

 

There is a meeting on Sunday 7 July from 5-7pm in no11 for 
those going on the Walsingham Pilgrimage. 

 
Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make         
last Saturday, which was a particularly full and arduous day 
such a successful and uplifting one.  With two First Holy          
Communion masses and the Institution of Acolytes and   
Readers led by Bishop Pat in the evening, the day was long 
and tiring but as ever everyone worked their hardest to   
ensure everything ran smoothly.  Thank you 

Congratulations to Canon Tom McHugh who retires 
very soon as parish priest of St Joseph’s and            
St Swithun’s, Bromley.   
 
The Mass and celebration marking the occasion    
begins at 11.00am this Sunday and Bishop Pat 
Lynch is the main celebrant.  We thank Canon Tom 
for his wise leadership and humble service to           
St Joseph’s and the Bromley Deanery, and we pray 
for him as he embarks on a course for spiritual      
direction. 
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THE ST JOHN BOSCO CHILDREN’S SUMMER CAMP 
Aldham, Essex 

This is an activities camp with a Catholic ethos that runs as 
follows: 
Week One Saturday 27th July to 3rd August for Boys 
Week Two Saturday 3rd August to 10th August for Boys 
Week Three Saturday 10th August to 17th August  for Girls 
Week Four Saturday 17th August to 24th August  Mixed  
        Camp 
 
The camp is for children aged 8 to 13 and costs £160 per 
week.  Application form or more information on the 
website  http://svpboscocamp.org.uk 

 

CTiB FUN TODAY 

Croydon Road Rec by the bandstand 
30 June from 3.00 pm with shared worship at 4.15 pm 
Bring garden games, musical instruments and a picnic. 

ALTAR SERVERS SUMMER BREAK 
August 6 - 9, Woldingham, Surrey 

Cost £145 
This is an excellent few days for boy and girl servers aged 
from 10 - 15.  Meeting in a holiday atmosphere, activities 
include talks, discussions, prayer, daily Mass, as well as 

sport, a trip to Chessington World of Adventures, Laser Elite 
and swimming.  More details available from 

www.stanselmsdartford.wordpress.com  
or contact Fr. Stephen Boyle, Tel: 01322 220075, 

email:stanselm01@googlemail.com 

REFRESHMENTS AFTER MASSES THIS  
WEEKEND 

The Hall is in use this weekend so there will be no 
refreshments after the Masses on Sunday morning. 

 

BAPTISM 
Congratulations to the following children who were  

baptised during June. 
Eliza Kathryn McInerney 

Harper Rose Haynes 
Valentina Grace Grillo 

Owen Oluwatobiloba Voss Oladimeji 

300 Club 

The prize-winners in the June draw were: 
£150 - no 119 - Mrs Mary Dutton 

£100 - no 137 - Mrs Denise Belfourd 

ST ED 
The issue of StEd which was due out this weekend has been 

postponed. 

 
SITE MAINTENANCE AND CARETAKER 

Southwark Cathedral 
We are looking for someone to join our site maintenance 
and caretaking team at the Cathedral site. The primary 
function of this role is to provide maintenance and care-
taking services across the whole site. The successful    
applicant must have previous experience in a similar     
environment and ideally some knowledge of health and 
safety.  This job also requires a DBS disclosure.  Hours: 35 
worked over a varying shift pattern to include some       
evenings and weekends.  Salary: £21,500pa - £23,000  
depending on skills and experience.  Interviews will be on 
10

th
July.To apply please send your CV to   

HR@rcaos.org.uk by 4
th
July. 

ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP 
Please join us for a stroll of 2 miles around Kelsey Park 

(Manor Road entrance) on Monday 8th July at 
6.00 pm.  

CWL 
The next meeting of the Catholic Women’s League is this 

Tuesday 2 July in no 11 from 2.30 pm. 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
The next Open Door session for those struggling with a  

bereavement is on Wednesday 3 July from 10.30 - noon in  
no 11.  The group has a new email address: 

beckenhambsg@rcaos.org.uk 

 
Unauthor ised park ing on the         
Presbytery forecourt is once again 
causing problems.  It is not acceptable 
to park on the drive and then go to do 
shopping on the High Street or in 
Sainsburys, or to visit the dentist or 
the optician.  The spaces are needed 
for our priests and their visitors and 
those who are working here. 
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We pray for those who have died recently:  Margaret Wymer, Rosalind Bennett and Michael David McCarthy. 
 
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Sarah Bamford, Arthur Donnelly, John McAvoy, Peter  
Matthewman, Marie Denny, Joseph Coakley, Brian Coakley, Zoe Mason, Dr Patricia Soodeen, James Hannan, Johnny 
Lobo, Sarah Kabanda, Josephine Bogue, Ramsam Candasamy, Michael Furlong, Mary ‘Maureen’ Wiggins 
 
We pray for the sick:  Angela, Bernice, Emma-Jane, Carmel Cardiff, Arthur Cromwell, Christine, Giacomo Dillon, John 
Dillon, John Dommett, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, David Edwards, Ann Elmer, Felicity, Chris Grant, Hans Halpin, 
Eileen Hayes, Jerry Jacob, John, Eddie Mitchell, Orla O’Regan, John Quaife, Coleen Shroeder, Siobhan, Louise Williams, 
Charlie Wynn, Patricia Weal. 

 

 

COLLECTION 
 

The collection last weekend came to £1958.78 with  
a further £1464.02 given through ChurchSuite and  

Standing Orders. 
 

 

   Readings for 14th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
   Isaiah 66:10-14 
   Psalm 65 
   Paul to Galatians 6:14-18 
   Luke 10:1-12.17-20 

DIARY DATES 
Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30 - 6.15 pm 
Open door for the bereaved on the first Wednesday of every 
month from 10.30 am to 12 noon in no11 

Law Surgery every second Monday of the month at 7pm  

in no11 

 

JULY  

Tue 2      Requiem of Michael McCarthy 10.00 am 

Fri 5        Requiem of Rosalind Bennett 12.30 pm 

Sat 6      Parish International Day starting with Mass at noon. 

Sat 13     Contemplative Saturday 11.00 am - noon in no 11 

 

AUGUST 

Sat 3      Contemplative Saturday 11.00 am - noon in no 11 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 7      Contemplative Saturday 11.00 am - noon in no 11 

Masses this week 
 

Sunday 30 June  Saints Peter and Paul 
Collection today for Peter’s Pence 

  8.00 am Church For the people  
  9.30 am Church Noel & Fabiola Corrigan (wedding anniv) 

    (Family Mass) 
11.00 am Church Rossi Coppola from Teresa 
  5.30 pm Church Tommy Ruddy RIP 
  7.00 pm Church John Murnane, orphans &  
    benefactors 
 

Monday 1 July  Feria (St Oliver Plunket) 

  8.15 am Church Anthony Leonard RIP 

10.00 am Church John McAvoy RIP (anniv) 
  7.30 pm 27 VW  Adoration  
 

Tuesday 2 July  Feria 

  8.15 am Claver  Tommy Finch RIP 
10.00 am Church Requiem of Michael McCarthy 
 

Wednesday 3 July  St Thomas, Apostle 

  8.15 am Claver  Fr Alexander Fraser 
10.00 am Church George Hayes RIP 
  7.30 pm Church Paul McCarthy RIP 
 

Thursday 4 July  Feria (St Elizabeth of Portugal) 
  8.15 am Claver  Benefactors and promoters  of the  
    Claver Sisters 
10.00 am Church Arthur & Phyllis Long & son RIP 
  8.00 pm Claver  Adoration 
 

Friday 5 July   Feria (St Anthony Zaccaria) 
  8.15 am Claver  Madge Gray RIP 
  9.10 am St Mary’s Fr Gary Gill RIP 
10.00 am Church Jeanne & Pierre Champetier&  
    Nancy & Stephen Dennis RIP 

Adoration & Benediction 
12.30 pm Church Requiem of Rosalind Bennett 
 

Saturday 6 July  Feria (St Maria Goretti) 
  8.15 am Claver  For the Claver Sisters 
10.00 am Church Sr Micheline (birthday) 
12.00 am Church International Day Mass 
  6.00 pm Church Bessie Boudville RIP 

Confessions from  10.30 - 11.00 am and from 5.00pm - 5.55pm. 

 

Sunday 7 July  Fourteenth Sunday 
  8.00 am Church Mary Sop Ming Leung RIP  
  9.30 am Church Michael O’Gorman 
11.00 am Church Richard Graves RIP 
  5.30 pm Church For the people 
  7.00 pm Church Rafal & Maks’s birthday thanksgiving 

 
The Rosary is said on Monday to Saturday from 9.40 am 

and there is Adoration for an hour after  
each 10.00 am Mass. 

 

The Rosary is prayed Monday to Sat-
urday from 9.40 am and there is Ado-
ration of the Blessed Sacrament fol-

lowing the  
10.00 am Mass until 11.30 am. 

The Peter’s Pence collection is a gesture of solidarity.  
Through it every member of the faithful can participate in the 
Pope’s activity.  It is an activity that supports the most needy 
and ecclesial communities in difficulty and who approach the 
Apostolic See for help. 


