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PALM SUNDAY 

NIGHT HAD FALLEN 

ONE OF THE FASCINATING 

FIGURES OF HOLY WEEK is 

Judas Iscariot, shown here kissing 

Jesus in the famous painting by 

Giotto; if you are able to get to 

Mass in the first part of Holy Week 

you will notice that on two of the 

days the narrative of his betrayal of 

Jesus is played out.  In some   

Christian traditions he occupies a 

place of singular infamy; others are 

more understanding and forgiving.  

The recent novel Judas by the   

celebrated Israeli novelist Amoz Oz 

looks at the figure of Judas from the 

point of view of contemporary   

Judaism and links him to reflection about the idea of     

betrayal in the early history of the state of Israel. 

In Holy Week Judas serves partly to remind all of us of our 

sinfulness – he’s not a uniquely wicked figure.  We are all 

capable of betraying Jesus, so his example can help us in 

our examination of conscience as we go to Confession at 

this time of year.  He’s not inherently evil, any more than 

the rest of us - we’re told that Satan enters his heart.  Like 

all of us, Judas has free will, the capacity to make a free 

choice between right and wrong, between good and evil, 

between light and darkness.  In chapter 13 of John’s      

gospel, after we’re told that Judas leaves the Last Supper to 

go and betray Jesus to the High Priest, the menacing words 

appear: ‘Night had fallen’.  The evangelist isn’t simply tell-

ing us what time of the evening it is; rather, it is also    

symbolic.  The betrayal marks the beginning of the reign of 

darkness, of night, which will come to end in the holy night 

of Easter when the Lord rises from the dead. 

In our personal lives perhaps we can think of periods when 

there has been darkness; when, possibly because we or  

others have made bad choices, sin and disorder has held 

sway in what we have done, periods when ‘night had 

fallen.’ We might even be able to relate such periods to 

time when we have suffered from depression or similar 

conditions (which, I hasten to add, are not the result of bad 

choices).  The effort we make at this time of year to look 

honestly at our lives and seek God’s 

forgiveness can offer us a way out of 

this phase of darkness - if we trust in 

God’s grace.  When we go to        

confession we acknowledge our   

radical dependency as human beings: 

dependence on God, and dependence 

on the Church in the person of the 

priest.  This need for others is what 

sets Christianity apart in a culture 

dominated by individualism and   

selfishness, on false notions of self-

reliance. 

Being aware of sin is about            

acknowledging the existence of evil.  

We can follow the path of evil if, like 

Judas Iscariot, we make bad choices: but this is not        

restricted to our personal lives.  In many ways in this  

country the time we’re living in is characterised by dark-

ness, by night.  Divisiveness, increase in hate crimes,  

worsening untruthfulness, inflammatory language,         

contempt for the poor whom God loves, the false message 

of nationalism, even mental health problems arising from 

all this – these are manifestations of real moral evil, the 

work of Satan.  In Holy Week, as we ponder the tragic and 

flawed figure of Judas, we can grow in our awareness of 

the presence of evil.  If we laugh all this off, if we fail to 

exercise real discernment, then evil has won a battle in our 

hearts. 

Holy Week is a serious time, when we can face up to some 

harsh truths.  But it ends in triumph.   Not only do we hold 

that Jesus rose from the dead on the first Easter day, we 

believe that his death itself which we will mark on Good 

Friday is itself a triumph.  Evil, the power of Satan who 

enters Judas, is vanquished by the Cross. We’re clearer 

about this in our sacred liturgy than in the past: it’s why 

today on Palm Sunday and on Friday we wear red vest-

ments: we’re not in mourning, we’re celebrating a triumph 

through the blood of Jesus shed on the Cross. This is why 

in the midst of sinfulness and signs of evil, Holy Week is a 

time of hope.  I like to think that there was hope in the end 

even for Judas. 
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FINAL CALL FOR READERS FOR THE  

EASTER SERVICES 

Maundy Thursday – April 18 at 8pm 
Good Friday – April 19

 
 at 3pm 

Easter Vigil - Saturday April 20 at 8pm 
More readers are needed for the services of the Easter 

Triduum.  If you could read at any of these services 
please contact Rosemary  on 0795 6109 465 

or r.ekong@ucl.ac.uk and indicate which services you 
will be attending. Thank you.  

 

A WORD FROM FR STEVE 

 

Sunday 28 April at 

2.00 pm 

St Mary’s School 

Field 

Tickets £8 each or  

4 for £30 

Tickets from  

www.pta-

events.co.uk/

stmarysbeckenham 

 

PALM CROSSES 
The Palm Crosses being blessed and distributed this 
weekend are made by people with disabilities at the 
Ahotokurom Rehabilitation Centre in Ghana, West Africa.  
They are made and distributed entirely by volunteers.  
Every penny donated goes directly to support the work of 
the Centre – not one penny is spent in administration.  We 
thank you so much for your support. 

 
CHILDREN’S GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 

This will take place on Good Friday at 10.00 am in the  
Church.  It is a lovely service and we are looking for       
children to take part.  
We need confident readers,  who must be able to attend 
both the rehearsal at the church today (Sunday) at 
3.00pm, as well as the Good Friday 
service at 10.00 am. 
 
To help us plan the service and allocate 
readings please contact Maria Crowe, if 
you are interested at:  
mariabrighouse@hotmail.com 

COLLECTIONS 
Maundy Thursday 

The collection will be for the Catholic Workers House in 
north London. 

Good Friday 
The collection is for the upkeep of the Holy Places        
connected with the Lord’s passion, and to help maintain 
Christian schooling in that area. 
 

Easter Vigil and all Masses on Easter Sunday 
All offerings at these masses are for our priests.  Would  
those who pay by standing order remember that their  
regular payment will go to the parish as usual and cannot 
be received by the priests.  A special payment can be set 
up marked Easter Offering or you may prefer to make a 
plate donation (with your Gift Aid number on the envelope).  
The parish benefits from the Gift Aid on this collection 
which is usually our second highest of the year and so of 
great importance to our finances. 
Your Easter offerings can also be made electronically 
through our website www.saintedmunds.net  Click on 
‘donate’ at the top of the page then on ‘donate with 
ChurchSuite’ and select Easter Offerings for our Priests.   

EASTER VIGIL PARTY 
We would be grateful to receive any donations for the party 

after the Easter Vigil.  It would be great if anyone who is 
going to attend the party could bring something to share. 
Donations can be taken to the Hall from 4.00 pm on Holy 

Saturday. 

KEEPING THE CHURCH TIDY 
Any help you can give after the services to gather up  
missalettes, prayer books and song sheets is greatly     

appreciated.  It is one less task for our altar servers and 
MCs to do to prepare our church for the next service.   

Please don’t wait to be asked. 

HOLY SATURDAY 
BLESSING OF EASTER FOOD 

In Slavic countries the blessing of Easter foods is an        
important tradition.  Many parishes still participate in this 
custom as St Edmunds has done for a number of years.  
This year we would like to encourage parishioners from   
Central and Eastern Europe to come with their families 
and of course all parishioners of whatever nationality are 
warmly welcomed too.  People would bring a basket       
containing lamb (which of course signifies Jesus, the Lamb 
of God), boiled eggs, dyed and plain, Pascha (a special 
Easter bread), and other foods which they intended to eat 
on Easter Sunday. Of course you don’t need to bring all 
this but it would be great if children could bring decorated 
eggs.  All the baskets are processed to the sanctuary and 
blessed.   
Call Agata on 0778 331 6010 or boguniaagata@gmail.com  
for more information. 

On Palm Sunday we gather together and pause as we 
consider the seven days ahead of us, as Brother Ramon 
in his book Generous Love describes it, ‘The most        
dramatic week in the story of the world’s redemption’.  
May the days not pass us by without some profound effect 
on our lives. 
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 LIVE STREAMING OF OUR SERVICES 
If you have friends and family who are unable physically 
to get to a church please tell them about our broadcasts  

and show them how easy it is to view them  on a  
computer or laptop. 

All the services over the Triduum will be live streamed 
and we hope to welcome many visitors to our church  

community through our broadcasts. 

 

 

GOOD FRIDAY - WALK OF WITNESS 

On Good Friday, Churches Together in      
Beckenham (CTiB) is holding a short Service 
at St Edmund's at 11.00 am before walking to     
St George's Green for the conclusion of the 
Service.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 

                   BAPTISM PREPARATION 
First time parents who wish to have their 

child baptised need to attend a short  
preparation class. 

The next one is being held on the Sunday 
following Easter Sunday, April 28.  It will be 

in the Church Hall at 3.00 pm.   
There is no need to register.  

ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP 
Tuesday 23 April 

This walk is a bit different.  Meet at Beckenham Junction 
Station at 9.30 am.  We are going to walk along the Grand 
Union Canal from Paddington to Greenford.  This is a flat 

walk of about 9 miles and will be led by Kevin. 
Why not join us and walk off the Easter chocolate and the 

hot cross buns! 

ST. ED. – NEWS FROM ST EDMUND’S 
We are very keen to have this distributed before Holy 
Week in time for the Easter Services and also as an    
invitation to the Alpha Course that starts just after 
Easter.  If you see some for a road close to you please 
take them and distribute them in the next few days.   
A huge thank you to those of you who already help by 
distributing this Newsletter in our local community. 

ALTAR SERVERS PRACTICES 
A practice will be held between 12.00 and 1.00 pm on 

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Saturday for 
all altar servers who will be assisting in that day’s  

service.  It is important that you make every effort to  
attend as there are different roles and responsibilities at 

these occasions. 

JOHN BRUTON, former Taoiseach 
gave an important lecture in London last week on the    
relationship of faith to political life. There are copies of it at 
the back of church, or they are available electronically 
from Fr Ashley. 

 



We pray for those who have died recently:  Jackie Bowles, Mary Teresa Carroll,  Kath Carr, Robert Henderson, Gian Bianca Inzani, 
Anna Platman and Chas Mullinder. 
 
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  David Gardner, Mike Eilers, Fr Michael Hayes, Vincenzo Colonnese, Sheila 
Wilson, Margaret Baker, Clifford Hart, John Deeks, Mg Michael Smith, Fr Tom Laundy, Elizabeth O’Neill, Martin Lynch, Kevin Twomey, 
Patricia Paa and Don O’Reilly. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Andrew, Ros Bennett, Bernice, Michael Beswick, Edith Campos, Emma-Jane, Carmel Cardiff, Paul James 
Claridge, Arthur Cromwell, Joan Davies, Daniel Dennehy, Giacomo Dillon, John Dillon, Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Rosanna 
Domenissini, Ann Elmer, Elizabeth, Olive Essien, Victoria Fenton, Hans Halpin, Anisah Hassan, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Heneghan, Jim 
Henry, Catherine Hulland, Jerry Jacob, John, Sarah Marie Kench, Ken Kench, Keith Kench, Ann Kingston, Richard Kirin, Grace Knight, 
Anthony Maher, Marie, Paul McQuinny and family, Maria McWay, Eddie Mitchell, Orla O’Regan, Jonathan Parker, Catherine Phelan, 
Hilary Pitt, John Quaife, David Rogers, Rosa, Colleen Schroeder, Siobhan, Paula Shaw, Paul Stevenson, Charlie Wynn, Barry Thorp, 
Francesca Weal-Walkington, Patricia Weal, Joan & Alfred. 

 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
 

Sunday 14 April  PALM SUNDAY 
  8.00 am Church Agnes Leung RIP 
  9.30 am Church For the People (Children’s Liturgy) 
 Assemble in park  at 9.20 am for procession of palms 

11.00 am Church Dr John Breen RIP 
  5.30 pm Church Monica Grima RIP 
  7.00 pm Church Mena McGettigan RIP 
 

Monday 15 April  Monday of Holy Week 

  8.15 am Church The forgotten Holy Souls 

10.00 am Church Requiem of Mary Teresa Carroll 

Church closed for the rest of the day 

  7.30 pm 27 VW  Adoration  
 

Tuesday 16 April  Tuesday of Holy Week 

  8.15 am Claver  Mary O’Keefe RIP 
10.00 am Church Joshua Mukoro 
 
Wednesday 17 April Wednesday of Holy Week  
  8.15 am Claver  All dec’d babies of the Dennis family 
10.00 am Church No Mass - all priests at Chrism  
    Mass 
  7.30 pm Church Delisa Panetta RIP 
 

Thursday 18 April  Maundy Thursday 
10.00 am Church Office of Readings & Morning Prayer 
  8.00 pm Church The Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
    Don O’Reilly RIP, Anne-Marie  
    Madden RIP & Margaret Duddy RIP 
 

Friday 19 April  Friday of the Passion of the Lord 
  8.00 am Church Office of Readings & Morning Prayer 
10.00 am Church Children’s Service 
11.00 am Church Walk of Witness 
  3.00 pm Claver  The Lord’s Passion 
 

Saturday 20 April  Holy Saturday 
  8.15 am Church Office of Readings & Morning Prayer 
10.30 am Church Blessing of Food 

Confession will be heard from 10.30 - 12 noon 

  8.00 pm  Church Easter Vigil 

    Mary & Patrick Vesey RIP,  

    Jay Mukoro RIP,  

    Ekong & Edet families -in thanksgiving 
     

Sunday 21 April  EASTER DAY 
  8.00 am Church Brenda Damant RIP 
  9.30 am Church Deborah Groves RIP 
11.00 am Church Patrick Chambers RIP (Latin &  
    baptism of Adanna Nwachukwu) 
  5.30 pm Church Alice McGill 
  7.00 pm Church For the people 
 
 

This week the Rosary will be prayed only on days when 
there is a 10.00 am Mass, and following these Masses there 

will be exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

COLLECTION 

Last week’s collection raised £1951.36 with an additional 
£3349.92 through Standing Orders and ChurchSuite. 

The collection for our local SVP raised £1354.92 

 
DIARY DATES 
Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30 - 6.15 pm 
Open door for the bereaved on the first Wednesday of 
every month from 10.30am in no11 

Law Surgery every second Monday of the month at 7pm  

in no11 

Drop In for those living with memory loss and their carers  

is every Thursday at 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm in the Hall.  

 

APRIL 

Mon 15  10.00 am - Requiem for Mary Carroll 

Tue  23   7.45 pm - Alpha Course starts 

Wed 24  11.45 am - Requiem for Robert Henderson 

Fri 26     7.30 pm - Prayer Meeting in no 11 

Sun 28   3.00 pm - Baptism Preparation  

MAY 

Tue 7     In no 11 after 10.00 am Mass 

Sat 4     11-12 - Contemplative Saturday in no 11 

Sat 11    Day with Mary 

Sun 12   SVP Coffee & Cake morning. 

Sat 18    Claver Convent Garden Party 

Fri 31     7.30 pm - Prayer Meeting in no 11 

JUNE 

Sat 8     11-12 Contemplative Saturday in no 11 

JULY 

Sat 6      Parish International Day 

Sat 13     Auction Fundraiser 

 


