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LAST THURSDAY was the (optional) feast day of St  

Peter Damian, shown here. He was a Benedictine monk 

active in Italy in the 11th century, about the time of the 

Battle of Hastings; somewhat reluctantly he was made a 

bishop and a cardinal. He was renowned as one who tried 

to stamp out abuses and scandals among the clergy. Over 

the years I haven’t had a great devotion to him, partly   

because I read somewhere that one such scandal was the 

existence of married priests, who were seen to be ill-

disciplined (they also had a tendency to leave presbyteries 

to their children); although in this period they weren’t   

validly  married and their partners were what in a later age 

(though not our own) would be described as concubines or        

mistresses. He also tried to stop clergy from making 

money out of the sacraments (the sin known as simony); 

and he also battled against the scandal of clergy abusing 

children and being treated too leniently by their superiors. 

Whether by accident or design Peter Damian’s feast day 

was the first day of the special summit of bishops and   

cardinals in Rome to address that same issue. In a way it is 

both disturbing that we face at least one of the same prob-

lems as people faced in the Church a thousand years ago; I 

imagine the penalties for clergy who committed such 

crimes were more severe. For us, the scandal of children 

and young people in the Church being assaulted or raped 

by clergy is the defining issue for our age: not because it 

hasn’t happened in earlier periods, but because modern 

communication enables more people to know about these 

crimes, and also because we do have, thankfully, a 

stronger sense, even compared to the Italy of St Peter 

Damian, of the rights and dignity of children - I imagine in 

the 11th century the focus was on the priest’s lack of   

chastity rather than the sufferings of his young victims. 

What makes the issue so difficult is its tendency to re-

emerge in different ways, bringing new problems. For 

linked to the abuse of children is growing evidence (long 

hidden) of the abuse and exploitation of nuns by priests and 

even bishops in different parts of the world. At long last 

this is coming to light, and the crimes committed need to 

be made public and the perpetrators punished both in civil 

courts and under Church law. As with the abuse of         

children, there needs to be ‘zero tolerance’ and Religious 

sisters and others who can ‘blow the whistle’ about this 

need to be free to do so and not intimidated by bishops or 

their superiors into keeping quiet. That this intimidation 

has happened is a sign that the Church institutionally is still 

getting things very badly wrong. There are many other  

examples, in this country too: while we know that good 

child protection procedures were set up some years ago, it 

is also clear that in many settings (for example, boarding 

schools) they weren’t followed. Laypeople have a right to 

be angry with their pastors when mistakes continue to be 

made, again and again - I am afraid many in authority are 

running out of excuses. There are even horror stories which 

suggest that clergy are criticised or pressurised when they 

preach about the scandals - it is surely our duty to do so. 

Next Weekend there is a collection for Poor Parishes 

ST PETER DAMIAN TODAY! 
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A WORD FROM FR STEVE 
 

 PLEASE DO NOT PARK ON THE FORECOURT - LEAVE IT FREE FOR THE PRIESTS 

 

LOST PROPERTY 
All the items that have been handed in at the 
sacristy during the last few months have been 
put in a box in the porch.  Please take a look as 
you are leaving the church and take anything 
that is yours.  Any items not claimed this week-
end will go to a charity shop. 

PARKING ON VILLAGE WAY 
May we remind all parishioners that they 
MUST NOT park in residents’ bays on     
Village Way.  Bromley Council does not 
even allow Blue Badge holders to park in 
these spaces. 
Please remember to be a good neighbour to 
those living near to our church. 

This Sunday is the Day for the Unemployed.  There will 
be a second collection for Poor Parishes.  This collection    
enables the Archbishop to make grants to some of the 
poorer parishes in the diocese. 

ST MARY’S YR 3 PARENTS 

MEETING ABOUT FIRST CONFESSION 

There will be a short meeting for parents on  

Monday 25 February at 7.30pm in the church.   

This is a change of venue. 

If your child attends the Thursday catechism classes  
you must attend this meeting  

 WE NEED YOUR HELP 
Lent is around the corner and so we can start counting the 
days until the Easter Vigil.  It is a long standing tradition in 
our parish that we have a party after the Vigil Mass to     
celebrate the resurrection of Christ and to welcome into 
our parish family those who have been received into the 
Church after following the RCIA course for many months. 
 
We need a team to plan and organise this event.  With a 
few people the task should not be onerous so if you could 
help please email beckenham@rcaos.org.uk or call the 
Office on 020 8650 0970 as soon as possible. 

In this Sunday’s Gospel reading Jesus tells his disciples 
‘to love your enemies, to do good to those who hate you, 
bless those who curse you, pray for those who treat you 
badly’. 
 
Indeed, the bar has been set very high.  I am reminded of 
the words of G.K. Chesterton, ‘The Christian ideal has not 
been tried and found wanting.  It has been found difficult 
and left untried.’   
 
A work in progress I think. 
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Please would you bring your Missio boxes in 
for emptying.  Either hand them in at the 
Sacristy after Mass or at the Parish Office 
during the week.  Please DO NOT leave 
them at the back of the church.  When they 

have been emptied they will be placed in the Missio box on 
the reading slope. 

2019 WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  
SERVICE FOR SLOVENIA 

FRIDAY 1 MARCH 10.30AM 
ST JAMES CHURCH, BECKENHAM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A service prepared by the people of Slovenia. 
Theme: ‘Come - Everything Is Ready! 

Come and be part of this great wave of prayer which 
moves from Samoa (south-central Pacific Ocean) and 
ends back there some 38 hours later. We will be praying 
and sharing with people in over 120 countries and islands 
around the world. 
You will find St James Church in St James’s Avenue near 
Elmers End roundabout: buses 194, 54, 356, 358, 367 
take you to the roundabout from where you can see the 
church, and there is parking nearby. 

THE PASSAGE 
St David’s Day Concert 

Friday 1 March 
Methodist Hall, Westminster 

The concert features the  
London Welsh Male Voice Choir with guest soloists  

Fflur Wyn (soprano) and Aled Wyn 
Davies (tenor) and Edward Stourton 

(compère). 
Full details on how to book are on 

the website: 
www.passage.org.uk or telephone 020 75921856 or 

email info@passage.org.uk 

 

PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM 

FUNDRAISER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To keep the cost of this pilgrimage as affordable as we 
can we are holding a cake sale on Sunday 3 March after 
the 9.30 am Mass.  All funds raised will be used to offset 

the cost of the coach travel. 
We would welcome any home baked cakes that you can 
bring.  Could you let Diane know on 020 8658 9365 or 

0795 119 4036 if you are able to contribute  
something to sell. 

LENTEN LUNCH 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

6 March 
12 noon - 2.00 pm 

Catholic Women’s League 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Homemade soup, bread and cheese 

Price £3.00 per person 
 

Raffle 
All proceeds will be donated to the  

Living Well Food Bank 

AN INVITATION FROM ST FRANCIS’ RAMBLERS 
Sunday 3 March 

Meet Grove Park station (walkers' train due in at 1012). 
Distance 9 miles with lunch stop at  

O'Neill's, 9 High Street, Beckenham, BR3 1AZ, 
finishing at Crystal Palace.  

Call Paul on 0784 7282 626 for more details. 
More information about St Francis Ramblers can be 

found on their website  
http://www.stfrancisramblers.ukwalkers.com  

Claver Sisters Garden Party - Saturday 18 May 
To raise funds to help a project in Beirut, Lebanon to  

assist exploited, immigrant, female workers from Ethiopia. 
We would be grateful for contributions such as unwanted 
gifts, plants, cakes, jams, items for the hamper raffle and 
bottle stall.  We would also be delighted to welcome new 

volunteers to help prepare and on the day itself. 

http://www.passage.org.uk/
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We pray for those who have died recently:  Canon John Bailey, Margaret Hanley and Doris Connor. 
 
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Anthony John Earley, Kieran Fleming, John Chilton, Bill McConnell, Georges 
Sinon, Paul Morris, Arleen Vince, Anthony Osei, Sally Share, George Halpin, Terry Davies, Arabella Taylor, Phyllis ‘Betty’ Hanifan. 
 
We pray for the sick: 
Andrew, Bernice, Edith Campos, Paul James Claridge, Arthur Cromwell, Joan Davies, Daniel Dennehy, Giacomo Dillon, John Dillon,  
Joshua Dunford, Nicholas Dunford, Rosanna Domenissini, Ann Elmer, Elizabeth, Olive Essien, Margaret Fennessy, Hans Halpin, Anisah 
Hassan, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Heneghan, Jim Henry, Catherine Hulland, Jerry Jacob, John, Sarah Marie Kench, Ken Kench, Keith 
Kench, Ann Kingston, Richard Kirin, Grace Knight, Paul McQuinny and family, Maria McWay, Eddie Mitchell, Mary O’Keeffe, Orla  
O’Regan, Jonathan Parker, Catherine Phelan, Hilary Pitt, John Quaife, David Rogers, Rosa, Colleen Schroeder, Siobhan, Paula Shaw, 
Paul Stevenson, Charlie Wynn, Barry Thorp, Patricia Weal, Joan & Alfred. 

Readings for Sunday 3 March (C) 
Ecclesiasticus 27: 4-7 

Psalm 91 
1 Corinthians 15: 54-58 

Luke 6: 39-45 

DIARY DATES 
Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30 - 6.15 pm 
There is an open door for the bereaved on the first  

Wednesday of every month from 10.30am in no11 

Law Surgery is every second Monday of the month at 7pm  

in no11 

Drop In for those living with memory loss and their carers  

is every Thursday at 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm in the Hall.  

 

MARCH  

Friday 1 Women’s World Day of Prayer  

Wed 6 Ash Wednesday - Lenten Lunch in Hall 

Sat 16 Contemplative Saturday in no 11 - 11-12 noon 

Mon 18  Requiem for Doris Connor 

APRIL 

Tues 23 Alpha Course starts 

MAY 

Sat 11 Day with Mary 

Sat 18 Claver Convent Garden Party 

JULY 

Sat 6  Parish International Day 

 Masses this week 
 

Sunday 24 February Seventh  Sunday 
  8.00 am Church Sr Ann Hoskison FMA RIP 
  9.30 am Church Ellen Costello RIP  (Family Mass) 
11.00 am Church John Sylvester RIP 
  5.30 pm Church Sheila Ehrhart RIP 
  7.00 pm Church For the people 
 

Monday 25 February Feria (Saint Ethelbert, King) 

  8.15 am Church Michael & Ceryn Okezie - safe delivery 
    & God’s protection 

10.00 am Church Nora Mai - successful recovery 
  7.30 pm 27 VW  Adoration  

 

Tuesday 26 February Feria 

  8.15 am Claver  Ann Coombs RIP 
10.00 am Church Shirley Turner RIP 
 
Wednesday 27 February Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  Ellen Hutte RIP 
10.00 am Church Paddy Falsey RIP 
  7.30 pm Church David Ryan RIP 
 
Thursday 28 February Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  John Murnane & pilgrims living & dec’d 
10.00 am Church Arleen Vince RIP  
  8.00 pm  Claver  Adoration  

 
Friday 1 March  St David, Bishop, Patron of Wales 
  8.15 am Claver  Eileen Dolan RIP 
  9.00 am Challoner Private Int. 
  9.10 am St Mary’s Anne Rogers RIP 
10.00 am Church Anthony Leonard RIP 
  Adoration & Benediction 
 
Saturday 2 March  Feria (Our Lady) 
  8.15 am Claver  Private Int 
10.00 am Church George Halpin RIP 

Confessions are heard from  

10.30 - 11.00am and from 5.30pm - 5.55pm 

  6.00 pm Church John & Kitty Byrne RIP 

 

Sunday 3 March  Eighth Sunday 
  8.00 am Church Carlota & Pedro Fernandes RIP 
  9.30 am Church Grace Okezie - good health 
11.00 am Church Giovanni Campanaro RIP 
  5.30 pm Church Edith Cook RIP 
  7.00 pm Church For the people 
 

The Rosary is prayed from 9.40 every Monday - Saturday 
and following these Masses there is exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament. 
During this sacred hour the church should be in total silence 

while the Blessed Sacrament is venerated. 
 

COLLECTION 
The collection last weekend came to £2152.77 with a further 

£1564.45 through ChurchSuite and standing orders. 
The second collection for Racial Justice raised £1006.36 


