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THE MEANING OF THE EPIPHANY 

 

IN many parts of the world it is the custom today, the feast of the 

Epiphany, for adults and children to dress up as the Magi - this 

photo shows an Epiphany procession in Poland.  The rich       

symbolism of the story in Matthew’s gospel of the coming of the 

Magi to the newborn Jesus has over the centuries prompted many 

such popular customs - such as the Epiphany house blessing 

(details following), the French tart known as the galette des rois, 

the solemn proclamation at Mass of the dates of Easter and other 

moveable feasts, blessings of water and the seas, and so on.  

Sadly in countries like ours where the practice of Christianity has 

declined so much, people know little or nothing of these      

Epiphany customs; indeed many people can’t even be bothered to 

keep up their decorations for the whole of the twelve days of 

Christmas. 

The rich symbolism of the story focuses on the Magi - in the   

ancient world, as now, astrologers were seen as ambivalent     

figures, pointing to both good and evil.  People treated them with 

respect, but were also suspicious of them.  Matthew’s story is 

thought to be based partly on that of the astrologer Baalam in the 

book of Numbers (chapters 22-24); the symbolism is important as 

Matthew’s gospel was written primarily for Christians from a 

Jewish background, and the author wants them to understand that 

the presence of non-Jews in their community was, as one biblical 

scholar has put it, ‘the continuity and fulfillment of a plan of   

salvation for those from afar to be accomplished through the  

Messiah and Israel.’  This message remains true for all of us on 

this great feast: the Christian religion is for all people; it can never 

be the preserve of one group.  We are the Church of all nations 

and this determines how we look at the world, especially when 

 there are so many divisions and worsening barriers.                

The symbolism of the Epiphany story - the gold, frankincense 

and myrrh, and the subsequent traditions of the number of the 

Magi, their being made into kings, given names and often  

imaginative histories - these all speak to us of God’s glory and 

divinity which we see in the baby Jesus revealed to us, of his 

kingship (shown by the gifts of gold and frankincense; also the 

third gift of myrrh points to the Lord’s burial in the tomb.  These 

are religious and political messages which demand commitment 

of committed Christians: perhaps that’s why Epiphany these 

days means little to those who don’t go to Church.  But our  

celebration of God’s glory revealed to all the nations from the 

manger should redouble our efforts, at the beginning of a new 

calendar year, to share this joyful message with others 

 

 

TRADITIONAL EPIPHANY HOUSE BLESSING 

For some years now parishioners of Beckenham have kept this 

custom, popular in Germany and Eastern Europe.  Blessed chalk 

is available at all Masses - you mark the wall or lintel near your 

front door with the chalk as follows: 

 

20 + C + M + B + 19 

The letters represent the names of the Magi in some traditions, 

Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar 

 

LONDON CATHOLIC WORKER COMMUNITY 

You were particularly generous in the gifts brought for the 

community near Finsbury Park at the beginning of December - 

many thanks.  The community has sent us a thank you/    

Christmas card, together with a photograph, which is on the 

notice board in the porch. The community which we support is 

currently looking for volunteers to come and live with them in 

the community to support the guests who are destitute asylum 

seekers and refugees.   

For more details go to www.londoncatholicworker.org 

mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com
mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com
http://www.londoncatholicworker.org


A WORD FROM FR STEVE 
 

 PLEASE DO NOT PARK ON THE FORECOURT - LEAVE IT FREE FOR THE PRIESTS 

 
If you can remember the names tradition gives the Magi - 
Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar, well done!  But the most 
important point to take to heart on this great Feast of the 
Epiphany is that Jesus Christ has revealed himself to the 
world and that he is indeed, the King of Nations. 

VIEWING MASSES ON THE INTERNET 
Our church service have been broadcast over the internet 
for almost two years and baptisms and funerals are shared 
with families across the globe.  We receive emails and  
letters from people in the UK and overseas to say how 
much they enjoy being able to be part of our Masses and 
how they feel part of our parish. 
 
If you have relatives or friends who are unable to come to 
the church please would you remind them that this facility 
exists.  If they are in a care home please tell the manager 
and see if they can arrange for their Catholic residents to 
watch Mass.  

 
VIEWERS ON CHRISTMAS DAY 

Viewing numbers have been rising over the last few 
months.  We believe that our Christmas Masses - the Vigils 
in the church, Midnight Mass and the Masses of Christmas 
Day were viewed by 440 people across the world - Ireland, 

USA, Australia, India, Russia, Romania, Spain, New  
Zealand, Malaysia, France, Slovenia, Italy, Guernsey,  
Germany, Ghana, Croatia, Japan and Malta.  Clearly  

people were busy on Christmas Day!  During December we 
can add to this list of 18 countries a further 24! 

RECENT BAPTISMS 
The following were baptised during December. 

 
James Oliver David Worley 

Kyra Ann Jones 
Edith Esperanza Carey Aparicio 
Stella Dolores Carey Aparicio 

Michael David Cernuschi 
Harry Andrew Palmer-Riordan 

Theo Reis Olmos 
 

Please remember them and their families in your prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During 2018 we welcomed 97 babies and young children 
into our parish community through the Sacrament of  

Baptism and also a number of adults who were baptised as 
Catholics or were received into the Church. 

 
 
From April next year we will be running an Alpha course to 
give people in Beckenham - whether inside the church or 
not - the chance to explore the Christian faith and develop a 
relationship with Jesus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is an important step in our parish mission to 
‘announce the Gospel of the Lord’ and you are all invited 
to come along, and perhaps to bring a friend or relative with 
you.  More details will follow shortly. 

 
CRIB OFFERING 2018 

This Christmas our Crib Offering will be 
donated to the Catholic Children’s       
Society’s Southwark Crisis Fund. 
This fund provides emergency grants for 
children and families in our Archdiocese 
who are facing a crisis in their lives.  
Every single penny donated to the Crib 
will be given out via these grants. 
There are Gift Aid envelopes near the 
crib.  If you can make use of them it will 
add greatly to the Fund.  Please put your 

Gift Aid envelope through the office door.   
 

The slot for cash donations is in the wall just to 
the right of the reading slope nearest to the crib. 



 

c 

 
 
 
 
 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
18-25 JANUARY 

This is an opportunity to share with other Christians in a 
series of acts of worship and fellowship at various times 

and in local venues within that week. 
 

 CONTEMPLATIVE ROSARY 
The Meditation Group will be hosting a Contemplative  
Rosary on Monday 21 January in no11 from 5.30-6.30 pm.  
Tea and coffee will follow.  Everyone is welcome 

 BOOK APPRECIATION GROUP 

We meet on Tuesday, 8 January, after 
10.00 am Mass at no 11 Village Way.  Do 

come along and tell us about the  books you 
have enjoyed.  

BAPTISM PREPARATION  
SUNDAY 20 JANUARY 

3.00 pm in the Hall 
Any parents who would like a child baptised and who have 

NOT previously attended a session are asked to attend. 
Children, grandparents and  

godparents are welcome to come too.   
No registration is needed.   

Friday 18th January @ 8pm Campfire Worship (indoor) 

An informal time of worship: feel free to bring an instrument 

Avenue Baptist Church, Avenue Road, BR3 4SA 

 

Saturday 19th January @ 6pm JESUS IS THE ANSWER 

A time of worship with the Redeemed Christian Church of 
God 

HSBC Sports and Social Club, Lennard Road, BR3 1QW 

 

Sunday 20th January @ 3pm Ecumenical Songs of Praise 

St George’s Church, High Street, BR3 1AX 

 

Monday 21st January @ 8pm Taizé Service 

Beckenham Baptist Church, Elm Road, BR3 4JB 

 

Tuesday 22nd January @ 9:30 am Café Church 

Penge Congregational Church, High Street, SE20 7QS 

 

Tuesday 22nd January @ 12:30 pm Community Lunch 

Christ Church Beckenham, Christ Church Road, BR3 3LE 

 

Wednesday 23rd January @ 3pm-6pm Time of Quiet Prayer 
and Meditation: come and go as you please. 

St Edmund’s Church, Village Way, BR3 4HF 

 

Thursday 24th January @ 9:30am A Mass with Prayers for 
the Unity of all Christians, followed by refreshments. 

St Barnabas’ Church, Perth Road, BR3 6PP 

  

Friday 25th January @ 8pm Candlelight Choral Night Prayer 

St Michael and All Angels Church, 121 Ravenscroft Road 
BR3 4TN 

All are welcome to attend any service. 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
In the Southwark Diocese it is necessary for couples want-
ing to get married to contact their priest six months ahead 
of their intended wedding date.  This is to allow sufficient 
time for them to attend the obligatory Marriage Preparation 
Course and also for the clergy to complete  the necessary 
paperwork.  Our priests would prefer to be given a year to 
complete the paperwork and suggest that couples do not 
set a date for their wedding until they have spoken to a 
priest.  
Once you have decided to get married please email the 
Parish Office with your names and address and a pre-
liminary marriage application form will be sent to you plus 
an enrolment form for the Marriage Preparation Course. 
If you intend to get married at a church other than St      
Edmund’s our clergy are still responsible for all the        
paperwork.  As a growing number of our parishioners were 
born outside the UK we will need to obtain documentation 
from their previous parishes.  This can take some consider-
able time. There is also extra work to be completed for 
those who are having their ceremony abroad or for those 
who have had a previous marriage.  So, in short, as soon 
as you decide to get married, please start the ball rolling by 
contacting the Parish Office. 
 

DROP IN CAFE 
Please mention to friends with memory problems that they 
are welcome to attend the Drop In Cafe with their carer or a 
companion.  The Cafe runs every Thursday afternoon from   
2 to 4pm and is a friendly and welcoming place to be for a 
couple of hours.  The Drop In Cafe meets either in the Hall 
or no.11 but will be signposted each week.  If you want  to  
speak  to  someone  about  the  Cafe  please call 020 8659 
1990. 

REFRESHMENTS AFTER TUESDAY MASS 
Every Tuesday morning after the 10.00 am. Mass , 

 parishioners are encouraged to cross over the road to  
no 11 Village Way to have tea or coffee together.  This is  
arranged by the Rosary Circle and is a lovely way to keep 
in touch with old friends and make new ones.  All ages are 

welcome 

LAW SURGERY 
Our Walk In Law Surgery is this Monday 7 January from 

7.00pm in no11 Village Way. 
 

Please come early.  Clients will be seen in order of arrival 
and when the last one has been seen the solicitor will 

leave. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjt-dnJ5srNAhXoDcAKHRfPBv8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartbest.com%2Fa-symbol-images-for-marriage&psig=AFQjCNEX_K3KqH5sz-IswEelDYRxUNF4sQ&ust=1467205961051415


We pray for those who have died recently:  Sheba Davies, Hyacinth Mascarenhas, Sandra Sekulic, Ellen Costello, Eileen Porter, 
Kathy Driscoll, Kevin Costello, Iolene Durham, Sr Wendy Beckett, Sr Ann Hoskinson, John Kelsall, Madeleine Bennett, Tom Kennedy, 
Daniel James Rumbol and Catherine Davies 
 
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Walter Airey, June Chill, Terrance Forrest, Sheila Morgan, Patricia Griffin, 
Sheilah Renwood, Alex Tinto, James Wallis, Susan Pace, Anna Belfourd, Muriel Goffart, Teague McGinley, Frank Penston and John 
Goodwill. 
 
We pray for the sick: 
Andrew, Bernice, Edith Campos, Paul James Claridge, Arthur Cromwell, Daniel Dennehy, Giacomo Dillon, Joan Davies, John Dillon, 
Rosanna Domenissini, Bridget D’Souza, Ann Elmer, Elizabeth, Olive Essien, Margaret Fennessy, Hans Halpin, Anisah Hassan, Eileen 
Hayes, Kathleen Heneghan, Jim Henry, Monica Hyland, Jerry Jacob, John Kelsall, John, Sarah Marie Kench, Ken Francis Kench, Keith 
Kench, Ann Kingston, Richard Kirin, Grace Knight, Agnes Yuen Man Leung, Paul McQuinny and family, Maria McWay, Eddie Mitchell , 
Orla O’Regan, Patsy O’Reilly, Catherine Phelan, Hilary Pitt, John Quaife, David Rogers, Rosa, Colleen Schroeder, Siobhan, Pau la 
Shaw, Margaret Simpson, Paul Stevenson, Charlie Wynn, Barry Thorpe, Patricia Weal, Joan & Alfred. 

Readings for Sunday 13 January 
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
Psalm 103 
Paul to Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7 
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 
  

DIARY DATES 
- Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30 - 6.15 pm 
- There is an open door for the bereaved on the first  

  Wednesday of every month from 10.30am in no11 

- Law Surgery is every second Monday of the month at 7 pm  

  in no11  

- Drop In for those living with memory loss and their carers  

  is every Thursday at 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm in the Hall.  

 

JANUARY 

Friday 11 - 12.30 pm Requiem of Ellen Costello 

Sunday 20 - 3pm in the Hall.  Baptism Preparation 

Monday 21 - 5.30 pm Contemplative Rosary in no11 

Tuesday 22 - 11 am Requiem of Iolene Durham 

Tuesday 22 - 7pm Inaugural Mass for Confirmation  
  Course followed by short meeting in the Hall. 

Wednesday 23 - in the Lady Chapel - 3.00pm - 6pm.  A quiet 
  time of reflection as part of the Week of Prayer 
  for Christian Unity. 

Friday 25 - 7.30 pm Prayer Group in no 11 

Saturday 26 - Contemplative Saturday in no11 from 11-12. 

 
Masses this week 

 
Sunday 6 January  The Epiphany of the Lord 
  8.00 am Church Estella Campos - birthday ints. 
  9.30 am Church Howard Long & his mum & dad RIP  
11.00 am Church John Heneghan RIP 
  5.30 pm Church Terrance Forrest RIP 
  7.00 pm Church For the people 
 

Monday 7 January  Feria of Christmas Time 

  8.15 am Church The Handmaids of the Sacred Heart 

10.00 am Church Frances & Geoffrey Sisley & dec’d  
    relatives & friends 

  7.30 pm 27 VW  Adoration  

 

Tuesday 8 January  Feria of Christmas Time 

  8.15 am Claver  Benefactors & promoters of the Claver 
    Sisters 
10.00 am Church Patricia Griffin RIP (1st anniv) 
 
Wednesday 9 January Feria of Christmas Time 
  8.15 am Claver  Robertson family 
10.00 am Church Anna Murphy wellbeing & health for 
    2019 
  7.30 pm Church The Stewart, Elena & Sullivan families 
 
Thursday 10 January Feria of Christmas Time 
  8.15 am Claver  Eileen O’Sullivan 
10.00 am Church Aileen Dunning RIP 

 
Friday 11 January  Feria of Christmas Time 
  8.15 am Claver  Hickey family 
  9.10 am St Mary’s Private intention 
10.00 am Church Paula Marbach RIP 
12.30 pm Church Requiem of Ellen Costello 
 
Saturday 12 January Feria of Christmas Time 
  8.15 am Claver  Ellen Keane RIP 
10.00 am Church John Sylvester RIP 

  6.00 pm Church Bessie Boudville RIP 

 

Sunday 13 January  The Baptism of the Lord  
  8.00 am Church For the people 
  9.30 am Church Alfonso Nesti RIP 
    First Holy Communion Enrollment  
    Mass and Children’s Liturgy 

11.00 am Church Richard Graves RIP (Baptism) 
  5.30 pm Church Annie Golden RIP 
  7.00 pm Church Eichmuller & De Souza families 
 

The Rosary is prayed from 9.40 every Monday - Saturday 
Following Mass there is exposition of the Blessed  

Sacrament. 
During this sacred hour the church should be in total silence 

as the Blessed Sacrament is venerated. 
 

COLLECTION 
 

The collection on 23 December came to £1946.36 with an  
additional £2,060.81 given through standing orders and 

Church Suite. 
The collection last weekend came to £1752.61 with an  

additional £1797.07 through standing orders and  
Church Suite. 

 
The Christmas collection came to £15,037.58 which  

includes offerings paid online and through Church Suite. 
 

Thank you for your generosity. 


