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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Today when we celebrate the Baptism of Our Lord, we are of-

fered an opportunity to reflect upon the grace/s of our baptism. 

The Baptism of Our Lord is the beginning of his public ministry. 

While, Christmas could be perceived as the revelation of Jesus to 

the Jews, Epiphany could be considered as the revelation of Jesus 

to the Gentiles, and the Baptism of Our Lord could be viewed as 

the revelation of Jesus to the sinners.  

The concept of Baptism is not an invention of John the Baptist or 

of Jesus. It was prevalent in Jewish society and is attested to in 

the Old Testament. The Old Testament ablutions were about 

cleansing from sin and guilt. Washing and bathing was generally 

associated with cleansing from unholy or sinful condition. Clean-

sing, thus, was an attempt to recover the lost state of life, a spiri-

tual cleansing. The Jews of the Old Testament had prescribed 

practices of cleansing and purification, and meticulously fulfilled 

them to the letter.  

The Baptism of Jesus, however, is not about a cleansing, but 

about an identity. Jesus was in need of no cleansing, as he is the 

Holy One, the Son of God. The Baptism of Jesus was an occa-

sion to reveal his identity as the ‘beloved,’ ‘the Son.’ It was the 

moment for the identity of Jesus to be announced to the public – 

an identity of divine filiation. It was the exposure of the intimacy 

Jesus shared with his Father in heaven. He was the ‘beloved’ 

through whom we would ‘be loved,’ and brought back into the 

divine embrace of love. The ‘beloved’ was manifested to those 

who had strayed from the love of God, and offered as the means 

of and a remedy to becoming beloved again.  

The Baptism of Jesus establishes the identity and mission of Je-

sus. The ‘beloved’ of God had the mission to bring others in be-

ing the beloved of God. Jesus is given as the promise of a new 

life, which is a grace-filled and graceful life. Jesus is the source 

of regeneration to sinful humanity. He is the good news of salva-

tion who will offer a new life unto those who receive him. The 

promise of the new life is made a reality unto us in our Baptism. 

We are washed clean and filled with the Holy Spirit and with 

grace. We are made a new person in Jesus Christ.  

St. Cyrian of Carthage reminds us saying: “For as I myself was 

held in bonds by the innumerable errors of my previous life, from 

which I did not believe that I could by possibility be delivered, so 

I was disposed to acquiesce in my clinging vices; and because I 

despaired of better things, I used to indulge my sins as if they 

were actually parts of me, and indigenous to me. But after that, 

by the help of the water of new birth, the stain of former years 

had been washed away, and a light from above, serene and pure, 

had been infused into my reconciled heart, after that, by the 

agency of the Spirit breathed from heaven, a second birth had 

restored me to a new man; then, in a wondrous manner, doubtful 

things at once began to assure themselves to me, hidden things to 

be revealed, dark things to be enlightened, what before had 

seemed difficult began to suggest a means of accomplishment, 

what had been thought impossible, to be capable of being 

achieved; so that I was enabled to acknowledge that what previ-

ously, being born of the flesh, had been living in the practice of 

sins, was of the earth earthly, but had now begun to be of God, 

and was animated by the Spirit of holiness.”  

The Baptism of Jesus gives meaning and purpose to our Baptism. 

We share in the life offered to us by Jesus, when we are made a 

new person. It establishes our identity as being made the 

‘beloved’ of God in Jesus. It reminds us who we are, and what 

we are called for. As with Jesus, our Baptism offers us our iden-

tity and mission. The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds 

us that, by Baptism we become the adopted sons and daughters 

of God, brothers and sisters of Jesus, members of his Church, 

heirs of Heaven and temples of the Holy Spirit. We become in-

corporated into the Church, the Body of Christ, and made sharers 

in the priesthood of Christ. Therefore, “Baptism is the basis of 

the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the Spirit and the 

door which gives access to the other Sacraments" (CCC. 1213).  

Our mission, too, is given to us at Baptism. Our mission is to live 

as the beloved of God, conscious of our dignity as God’s       

children. We are called to surrender to God’s grace and to His 

Holy Spirit, by leading holy and truthful lives. It is our calling in 

Baptism to grow in the intimacy of God through a life of prayer, 

reading and reflection of the Word of God, and by participating 

worthily in the sacraments. Our mission is to be like Jesus, bring-

ing others to recognize God and to recognize one’s self before 

God, in all humility. Our Baptism invites us to co-operate with 

God in the building up of His Kingdom, by helping others, 

through our words and actions, to become the beloved of God.  

As we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of the Lord, let us recall 

the grace of our Baptism, and pray to God, that we may strive to 

respond to, live by and be agents of God’s grace, in and through 

our lives.                                

                                                                                   Fr Simplicio 
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A WORD FROM FR STEVE 
 

 PLEASE DO NOT PARK ON THE FORECOURT - LEAVE IT FREE FOR THE PRIESTS 

Practice trusting Me during quiet days, when nothing much 
seems to be happening.  Then, when storms come, your 
trust balance will be sufficient to see you through.  Store up 
for yourself, treasure in heaven, through placing your trust 
in Me.  This practice will keep you in My Peace. 
 
The above words come from a little book I have been given 
called Jesus Calling by Sarah Young.  It is well worth taking 
a look at it. 

From April this year we will be running an Alpha course to 
give people in Beckenham - whether inside the church or 
not - the chance to explore the Christian faith and develop 
a relationship with Jesus. 
This is an important step in our parish mission to 
‘announce the Gospel of the Lord’ and you are all in-
vited to come along, and perhaps to bring a friend or rela-
tive with you.  More details will follow shortly. 
Holy Innocents’ Church in Orpington is also running an 
Alpha Course but theirs begins in a couple of weeks.  If 
you cannot wait until ours begins or you would prefer to 
attend Holy Innocents’ please read the paragraph below 
and look at the poster in the porch. 
ORPINGTON ALPHA 
Over ten weeks and a weekend away, Alpha explores the 

meaning of life and the basic truths of our Christian faith. 

Everyone is welcome. One lifelong Catholic said of Alpha, 

"My life has not been the same since. I have a peace and 

joy which words cannot really express." Another described 

it as "the most invigorating, incredible experience". Why 

not come and find out why? Starts Friday 25 January at 

7.30 pm at Holy Innocents' Orpington.  

More details from Stephen Walsh  

(07778 612050; sjwalsh123@btinternet.com). 

 
 
 

9.30 MASS - REFRESHMENTS ROTA 
Is there anyone who would like to join the rota for helpers 
to serve refreshments after the 9.30 Mass on Sundays?  

You would normally only be called on two or three times a 
year and it is an easy and fun way to get involved in a  

parish team. 
 

The rota is currently being drawn up to run from March for 
a year so if you are interested please contact Bernadette 

at:  bernlyons@hotmail.com 

FAITH IN ACTION 2019 - COMING SOON! 
Are you aged between 9-18?  Read on to find out 
how you can take up the ‘Faith in Action’         
challenge for 2019 and also register now online! 
  
‘Faith in Action’ is a national award scheme from 
Catholic Youth Ministry Federation (CYMFED) which 
challenges young people of faith to make a difference 
in the world through service and spiritual reflection.  
There are four levels of the award - Pin, Bronze,     
Silver, Gold and each one recognises and celebrates 
the good work and positive contribution made by 
young people in their parishes, schools and           
communities.  In November 2018, we were delighted 
to celebrate the hard work and achievements of all 
young people who participated in Faith in Action last 
year and received awards from Archbishop Peter 
Smith at the Faith in Action ceremony.  
  
All young people in Bromley Deanery aged 9-18 years 
are invited to take part in the Faith in Action Award 
Scheme, which will launch for its third year on       
Sunday 27 January from 2-4pm at St Joseph’s 
Church, Plaistow Lane, Bromley.  So, if you are a 
young person who reads at Mass, sings or plays an 
instrument in the choir, altar serves, helps or           
volunteers in your school or community in any way, 
then come along to register!  Alternatively, you may 
want to become involved but are not sure how to    
begin – come along to meet the team and learn more 
about the range of exciting opportunities open to you.  
Take a look at our Faith in Action Bromley Deanery’ 
videos on YouTube, Facebook @bromleydeanery, 
see:  http://www.bromleydeanery.org/?p=526  
or email susan.longhurst@bromleydeanery.org.  You 
can also register now online, just visit the link: https://
goo.gl/forms/8r6R1NbaI27YFODS2 

BAPTISM PREPARATION  
*******SUNDAY 20 JANUARY******* 

3.00 pm in the Hall 
 

Any parents who would like a child baptised and who have 
NOT previously attended a session  

are asked to attend.  
Children, grandparents and  

godparents are welcome to come too.   
No registration is needed.   

 

CONTEMPLATIVE ROSARY 
The Meditation Group will be hosting a Contemplative  

Rosary on Monday 21 January in no11 from 5.30-6.30 pm.  
Tea and coffee will follow.   

Everyone is welcome 
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CRIB OFFERING 2018 
This Christmas our Crib Offering will be donated to the 
Catholic Children’s Society’s Southwark Crisis Fund. 
The Crib will remain until Candlemas 
There are Gift Aid envelopes near the crib.  If 
you can use  them it will add greatly to the 
Fund.  Please put your Gift Aid envelope 
through the office door.   

The slot for cash donations is in the 
wall just to the right of the reading 
slope nearest to the crib. 

 
REFRESHMENTS AFTER TUESDAY MASS 

Every Tuesday morning after the 10.00 am Mass, 
 parishioners are encouraged to cross over the road 

 to no 11 Village Way  
to have tea or coffee together.   

This is arranged by the Rosary Circle  
and is a lovely way to keep in touch with old friends and 

make new ones.  All ages are welcome 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
18-25 JANUARY 

This is a chance to share with other Christians in a series 
of acts of worship and fellowship during this annual week 
of prayer for Christian unity. 
There is a range of events - different styles of worship at 
different times and on different days - surely something for 
everyone. 
There are posters in the porch and flyers for you to take 
home with you.  It would be good to see some of our     
parishioners in our fellow churches  
 
Friday 18th January @ 8pm Campfire Worship (indoor) 

An informal time of worship: feel free to bring an instrument 

Avenue Baptist Church, Avenue Road, BR3 4SA 

 

Saturday 19th January @ 6pm JESUS IS THE ANSWER 

A time of worship with the Redeemed Christian Church of 
God 

HSBC Sports and Social Club, Lennard Road, BR3 1QW 

 

Sunday 20th January @ 3pm Ecumenical Songs of Praise 

St George’s Church, High Street, BR3 1AX 

 

Monday 21st January @ 8pm Taizé Service 

Beckenham Baptist Church, Elm Road, BR3 4JB 

 

Tuesday 22nd January @ 9:30 am Café Church 

Penge Congregational Church, High Street, SE20 7QS 

 

Tuesday 22nd January @ 12:30 pm Community Lunch 

Christ Church Beckenham, Christ Church Road, BR3 3LE 

 

Wednesday 23rd January @ 3pm-6pm Time of Quiet 
Prayer and Meditation: come and go as you please. 

St Edmund’s Church, Village Way, BR3 4HF 

 

Thursday 24th January @ 9:30am A Mass with Prayers for 
the Unity of all Christians, followed by refreshments. 

St Barnabas’ Church, Perth Road, BR3 6PP 

  

Friday 25th January @ 8pm Candlelight Choral Night 
Prayer 

St Michael and All Angels Church, 121 Ravenscroft Road 
BR3 4TN 

All are welcome to attend any service. 

 

CAFOD JOB OPPORTUNITY 
Community Participation Coordinator 21 hours/week 

12 month fixed-term contract 
  

Come and work with CAFOD to recruit and support a 

team of committed, inspired and well-resourced 

volunteers working in parish and school  

communities.  Enable and equip Catholics to  

connect and understand, give, act and pray. 
Based in Shortlands or Waterloo with travel around 

the Archdiocese of Southwark. 
 Go to cafod.org.uk/Work-with-us and click on    

Current Vacancies for more information and to   

apply.  Closing date 15 January 2019. 

Catholic Youth Ministry 
 CAREERS FAIR - 9 FEBRUARY 

Following the success of our first CYM Careers Fair in April 
last year, we are holding a second careers event on      
Saturday 9

 
February from 11.30am - 2.30pm at St James 

the Great Church, Petts Wood.  Come and take part in 
‘mock interviews’, receive one-to-one careers advice from 
industry professionals, find out about the range of          
opportunities relating to modern day apprenticeships, peer 
ministry and GAP year opportunities and receive practical 
tips to help craft the perfect CV.   Register now for      
tickets:https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/cym-careers-fair-

for-young-people-tickets-53537929388 

Thank you to those who continue to bring in their used 
postage stamps and leave them in the box on the reading 
slope.  Money raised from their sale is used to raise funds 
for Teenage Dialysis. 

      HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY 
If you are admitted to hospital, 
whether it be the PRUH, Kings or 
Lewisham and wish to be visited by 
a priest whilst you are there please 
inform the hospital staff that you 
are Catholic and ask them to tell 
the Chaplaincy Team.  
If you are a friend or relative of 
someone who has been admitted 
you can let the parish office know  
and we can contact the team on your  
behalf. 
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We pray for those who have died recently:  Eileen Porter, Kathy Driscoll, Kevin Costello, Iolene Durham, Sr Ann Hoskinson, John 
Kelsall, Madeleine Bennett, Tom Kennedy, Daniel James Rumbol, Catherine Davies, John Flood and Armando Campos. 
 
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Sr Laserian Fleming, Michael Fitzpatrick, Harry McGuigan, Jean Harrigan, 
Carol Williams, Kathleen Bryon, Agnes Burns, Lucy Denne, Sharon Oates, James O’Reilly, Peggy Brown, Tanya Clarke, Terence 
McGee, Baby William Paul ‘Wotsit’ Pemberton, Maureen Finch, Linda Turp. 
 
We pray for the sick: 
Andrew, Bernice, Edith Campos, Paul James Claridge, Arthur Cromwell, Joan Davies, Daniel Dennehy, Giacomo Dillon, John Dillon, 
Rosanna Domenissini, Bridget D’Souza, Ann Elmer, Elizabeth, Olive Essien, Margaret Fennessy, Hans Halpin, Anisah Hassan, Eileen 
Hayes, Kathleen Heneghan, Jim Henry, Monica Hyland, Jerry Jacob, John, Sarah Marie Kench, Ken Francis Kench, Keith Kench, Ann 
Kingston, Richard Kirin, Grace Knight, Agnes Yuen Man Leung, Paul McQuinny and family, Maria McWay, Eddie Mitchell, Orla O’Regan, 
Patsy O’Reilly, Catherine Phelan, Hilary Pitt, John Quaife, David Rogers, Rosa, Colleen Schroeder, Siobhan, Paula Shaw, Margaret 
Simpson, Paul Stevenson, Charlie Wynn, Barry Thorpe, Patricia Weal, Joan & Alfred. 

Readings for Sunday 20 January 
Isaiah 62:1-5 

Psalm 95 
Paul to Corinthians 12:4-11 

John 2:1-11 

DIARY DATES 
Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30 - 6.15 pm 
There is an open door for the bereaved on the first  

Wednesday of every month from 10.30am in no11 

Law Surgery is every second Monday of the month at 7pm  

in no11 (not in January) 

Drop In for those living with memory loss and their carers  

is every Thursday at 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm in the Hall.  

 

JANUARY 

Sunday 20 - 3pm in the Hall.  Baptism Preparation 

Monday 21 - 5.30 pm Contemplative Rosary in no11 

Tuesday 22 - 11 am Requiem of Iolene Durham 

Tuesday 22 - 7pm Inaugural Mass for Confirmation Course   
   candidates and their parents - followed by short 
   meeting in the Hall. 

Wednesday 23 - in the Lady Chapel - 3.00pm - 6pm.  A quiet 
  time of reflection as part of the Week of Prayer 
  for Christian Unity. 

Friday 25 - 7.30 pm Prayer Group in no 11 

Saturday 26 - Contemplative Saturday in no11 from 11-12. 

FEBRUARY 

FRIDAY 8 - 11am Requiem of Armando Campos 

 Masses this week 
 

Sunday 13 January  The Baptism of the Lord 
  8.00 am Church For the people 
  9.30 am Church Alfonso Nesti RIP 
    First Holy Communion Enrolment  
    Mass  (Children’s Liturgy) 
11.00 am Church Richard Graves RIP (Baptism) 
  5.30 pm Church Annie Golden RIP 
  7.00 pm Church Eichmuller & De Souza families 
 

Monday 14 January  Feria 

  8.15 am Church John Murnane, orphans & benefactors. 

10.00 am Church Monica Grima RIP 

  7.30 pm 27 VW  Adoration  

 

Tuesday 15 January Feria 

  8.15 am Claver  Cotter family 
10.00 am Church Douglas Arthur RIP (6th anniv) 
 
Wednesday 16 January Feria 
  8.00 am Challoner Private intention 

  8.15 am Claver  Mary & John O’Reilly 
10.00 am Church Ints of the Rossi family 
  7.30 pm Church Kevin O’Sullivan RIP 
 
Thursday 17 January St Anthony, Abbot 
  8.15 am Claver  Lola RIP 
10.00 am Church Timmy Kelleher RIP 
  8.00 pm  Claver  Adoration 

 
Friday 18 January  Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  O’Keeffe family 
  9.10 am St Mary’s Stefanie Hugh-Donovan RIP 
10.00 am Church Christopher Bradshaw RIP 
 
Saturday 19 January Feria (St Wulstan) 
  8.15 am Claver  Maureen Finch RIP 
10.00 am Church Von Westgarth & family members 

  6.00 pm Church Peggy Lake RIP 

Confessions are heard from  

10.30 - 11.00am and from 5.30pm - 5.55pm 

 

Sunday 20 January  Second Sunday 
  8.00 am Church Sharon Coates 
  9.30 am Church For the people (Church Parade) 
11.00 am Church John Sylvester RIP (Latin) 
  5.30 pm Church Vanesa Zorilla - birthday ints 
  7.00 pm Church Colin Sears & Sears family 
 
 

The Rosary is prayed from 9.40 every Monday - Saturday 
Following Mass there is exposition of the Blessed  

Sacrament. 
During this sacred hour the church should be in total silence 

as the Blessed Sacrament is venerated. 

COLLECTION 
 

The collection last weekend came to £2027.11 with an  
additional £2064 through standing orders and  

Church Suite. 
 

Thank you for your generosity. 

 


