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ENVELOPES If you would like to have your deceased family 

members remembered in the Masses during November write their 

names on a piece of paper and put it into the Holy Souls enve-

lopes provided. They will be placed in a box on the altar during 

the Masses this month. Any donations in the envelopes will go to 

IN ADVENT WITH MERTON 

LAST MONDAY was the fiftieth anniversary of the death of one 

of the most remarkable spiritual figures and writers of the      

twentieth century, the Cistercian monk Thomas Merton.  He was 

born in France but brought up in his early life in America, where 

his mother died when he was very young; later his father moved 

to England and Tom was educated at Oakham School and for a 

time (an unhappy time) at Clare College, Cambridge.  He returned 

to the United States and completed his education at Columbia 

University in New York.  In his spiritual autobiography The 

Seven Storey Mountain (published in England under the title 

Elected Silence), one of the great classics of spiritual writing of its 

age (a best seller and still in print) he describes how he was drawn 

to be converted to Catholicism, and then at the end of 1941 to 

become a monk at a very austere monastery in Kentucky.  From 

now his life is a narrative of contrasts: on the one hand he is a 

Trappist monk, largely avoiding verbal communication with his 

fellow monks and living in conditions which few monks or     

Religious would embrace today, and on the other, from the early 

1950s, becoming a best-selling spiritual writer.  In his early work 

he stresses what few did at that time: that all Christians, not just 

priests and Religious, can live holy lives and grow closer to God 

through prayer and contemplation (this was affirmed by the     

Second Vatican Council a decade later, but was striking in the 

1950s).  As time went on he also wrote about the relationship  

between the Catholic faith and psychology, other faiths, and the 

need to reflect prayerfully on world events.  In the 1960s, from his 

monastery and eventually the hermitage in the monastery grounds 

in which he was allowed to live in solitude (shown right) he 

writes passionately about Christian commitment to peace and our 

rejection of war, in particular at that time the Vietnam War.  For 

him the monk or nun living the Religious life has not run away 

from the world and its sufferings: rather, through contemplation, 

prayer and writing he or she is able to support the Church’s     

witness for truth.  His writings in the 1960s accompanied the  

renewal of the Church brought about by Vatican II, particularly in 

1968 he was allowed to go on a trip from his monastery to       

encounter monks in the Buddhist tradition: he met the Dalai Lama 

in India and then went to a conference in Bangkok, where he was 

killed in an electrical accident in his hotel room.  His influence 

was profound throughout the Catholic world and beyond, and 

today there are several societies devoted to him and his works are 

being translated into many languages.  It’s best now that he 

should speak for himself; in these two examples of his writing (he 

was writing in the era before inclusive language), he is reflecting 

on two big  themes of Advent  and  Christmas, the Incarnation and  

 the quest for peace in the world:  its clear   teachings denouncing 

modern warfare.  

‘Christian social action is first of all action that discovers       

religion in politics, religion in work, religion in social programs 

for better wages, Social Security, etc., not all to “win the worker 

for the Church,” but because God became man, because every 

man is potentially Christ, because Christ is our brother, and  

because we have no right to let our brother live in want, or in 

degradation, or in any form of squalor whether physical or    

spiritual.  In a word, if we really understood the meaning of 

Christianity in social life we would see it as part of the          

redemptive work of Christ, liberating man from misery, squalor, 

subhuman living conditions, economic or political slavery,    

ignorance, alienation’ (Confessions of a Guilty Bystander p.81). 

‘At the root of all war is fear: not so much the fear men have of 

one another as the fear they have of everything.  It is not merely 

that they do not trust one another; they do not even trust them-

selves.  If they are not sure when someone else may turn around 

and kill them, they are still less sure when they may turn around 

and kill themselves.  They cannot trust anything, because they 

have ceased to believe in God.  It is not only our hatred of others 

that is dangerous but also and above all our hatred of ourselves: 

particularly that hatred of ourselves which is too deep and too 

powerful to be consciously faced.  For it is this which makes us 

see our own evil in others and unable to see it in our-

selves.’ (New Seeds of Contemplation p. 112).  As Christians 

and others all over the world remember Merton this week, we 

pray that he may rest in peace. 
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A WORD FROM FR STEVE 
 

ST ED 

The Advent/Christmas issue of our community newsletter  
St Ed is out now.  If you are one of the volunteers who    
deliver it please look out for your bundle.  If you aren’t one 
of the volunteers, please offer to join; if after a few days you 
see a bundle with the name of  your road and it hasn’t been 
collected by the designated collector, feel free to take it and 
deliver them! 

 PLEASE DO NOT PARK ON THE FORECOURT - LEAVE IT FREE FOR THE PRIESTS 

 

APPLYING TO CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
If you are applying to a Catholic primary school you will need to 
download from the school website what is called a ‘SIF’, which 
stands for Supplementary Information Form. This needs to be 
signed by a priest, attesting that your child is baptised and that 
your family comes to Mass. Please leave these at the presbytery 
for me - I sign them before the cut off date in January and send or 
take them direct to the school. 
To help us in this process you also need to complete an internal 
Pre-reference form. These are in the porch. Again, when you 
have completed it please leave it for me at the presbytery. It  
doesn’t go to the school; it is simply to give us the information we 
need. Please don’t give us originals of documents such as      
baptism, birth or marriage certificates as getting them returned to 
you is a time-consuming exercise. If there are any problems with 
your application we will contact you. Even if you know one of the 
other clergy better, we have for many years run a system where I 
deal with all the applications, so material should be left for me 
rather than my colleagues. 

 

 
ORGANISATION OF CHRISTMAS MASSES 

We would like to ensure that we have people in place to 
assist at all the major services at Christmas.  Several of 
those who we have relied on for a long time have retired or 
moved away. 
There are sign up sheets on the board near the statue of 
the Sacred Heart for each Mass for the Christmas vigil and 
Christmas Day in the church and at St Mary’s. 
If you are an altar server, a reader, an Extraordinary     
Minister of Holy Communion or an MC please would you 
put your name down against the mass you will be coming 
to, if you are willing to help. 
 
In addition, this year we would like to have stewards at 
each mass to assist in seating people, keeping exits clear, 
acting as fire stewards, should the need arise, and        
generally assisting in front of house duties.  This is an  
essential  service given the size of our congregations.   

TEA & COFFEE ROTA AFTER 9.30 MASS 
Is there anyone who would like to join the refreshments rota 
for 9.30 Mass.  You will be called on only two or three times 
in the year and it is an easy way to get involved in church 
activities.  The rota being prepared will run from March 2019 
for a year so if you would like to volunteer please contact  
bernlyons@hotmail.com 

300 Club 
This month was the big draw for the 300 Club.   

Noel Corrigan won the top prize of £500 with no 60 and 
Breda & Dermot Murphy won £250 with no 99.   

Congratulations to them both. 
 

The club currently has 35 spare numbers so if you would 
like one and are willing to set up a standing order please 
contact the organiser on 020 8650 5842 or email him on 

apontifex@hotmail.com 
Anthony thanks all of you who support the 300 Club and 

sends his greetings for a happy Christmas to you. 

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH 
25 December  

from 1pm 
 

Solidaction is a 
charity that has 

given much to our 
parish over the last 

few years.  This year 
they are hosting a 

Christmas Day 
lunch for many of their members and they 

would be delighted to welcome as their  
guests any parishioner who would like to  

join them.   
If you wish to come for a lovely Christmas 

meal and celebration please phone Cristina 
straight away on 07734440834.  Transport can 

be arranged if needed. 
 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 
Thanks to everyone who helped at 
the fair on Sunday, those who or-
ganised it and those who came to 
spend their pennies.  It raised just 
under £2000 which is a good result 
for a fair that was arranged rather 

quickly, but more  
important than the money raised 

was the lovely  
atmosphere as friends met and 

chatted and caught up with  
each other. 

A SPIRITUAL SPRING-CLEAN IN ADVENT  
 
Hugo of Saint-Victoire (1096 – 1141) urged all believers 
in “the season of the Lord’s coming” to prepare them-
selves spiritually. “We must strive” he says “to enter the 
house of our hearts, open the windows and notice what is 
seemly and unseemly in that house. We must brush 
away the cobwebs, sweep the floors, clear out the dust 
and the dirt, strew the clean floors with freshly gathered 
rushes, fragrant herbs and sweet smelling flowers” (cf. 
Isaiah 40:3 ff; Matthew 3:3)  
 
Please remember our Advent Reconciliation Service is 
next Saturday at 4.30pm. 



 

c 

From April next year we will be running 
an Alpha course to give people in 
Beckenham - whether inside the church 
or not - the chance to explore the 
Christian faith and develop a  
relationship with Jesus 
This is an important step in our parish 
mission to ‘announce the Gospel  
of the Lord’ and you are all invited to come along, and 
perhaps to bring a friend or relative with you.  More details 
will follow in the new year. 

CRIB OFFERING 2018 
This Christmas our Crib Offering will be  

donated to the Catholic Children’s  
Society’s Southwark Crisis Fund. 

This fund provides emergency grants for 
children and families in our Archdiocese 

who are facing a crisis in their lives.  
Every single penny donated to the Crib 

will be given out via these grants. 
There are Gift Aid envelopes near the 
crib.  If you can make use of them it will 
add greatly to the Fund.   

Please put your Gift Aid envelope through the office door. 

APPEAL ON BEHALF OF HCPT 
This weekend Niamh Cummins will be making an appeal 
on behalf of the HCPT after the 9.30 and 5.30 masses.  
Niamh will be selling raffle tickets after both masses. 

 
 
 
 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
18-25 JANUARY 

Please hold these dates in your diary 
This is an opportunity to share with other Christians in a 
series of acts of worship and fellowship at various times 

and in local venues within that week. 
More information will be available in due course. 
Enquiries to Angela, CTiB via the Parish Office. 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS TO OUR PRIESTS 

Your offering given on Christmas Day is by tradition for the 
priests of our parish.  Many of you have responded to our 
request to set up Standing Orders for your donations to 
the church and we are so grateful for this, but for any   
payment to reach our priests it has to be marked for the 
priests’ collection specifically.  So, unless you make a spe-
cific payment at Christmas (and Easter) I am afraid that 
the priests will not benefit. 

Please would all parishioners who give by Standing Order 
and wish to give a Christmas gift to the priests consider 
either making an online payment marked Christmas Gift or 
simply put their gift in an envelope marked with their name 
and address and/or their GiftAid number so it can be    
allocated to the priests’ collection and so that the parish 
can also benefit from the considerable tax refund.   

Christmas gifts can also be made via our website 
www.saintedmunds.net -click on donate or use the follow-
ing link http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/donations/ 

Next week’s newsletter will be a double issue covering  
Sunday 23 December until the next issue on 6 January.  If 
you have an item that needs to be included please make 
sure it is with the Office by lunchtime on Wednesday 19. 
The Office will be closed from Friday 21 until Wednesday  
2 January. 

Thank you to all who have recycled your used stamps by 
leaving them in the box in the porch. 
Many of you will receive Christmas cards in stamped     
envelopes.  Please don’t throw them away - but leave them 
in the box to help raise funds to purchase children’s  
portable dialysis machines. 
Do you have a collection of old used or unused postage 
stamps in your home?  Please think 
about recycling them. 

VIEWING MASSES ON THE INTERNET 
Our church service have been broadcast over the internet 
for almost two years and baptisms and funerals are shared 
with families across the globe.  We receive emails and  
letters from people in the UK and overseas to say how 
much they enjoy being able to be part of our Masses and 
how they feel part of our parish. 
 
If you have relatives or friends who are unable to come to 
the church please would you remind them that this facility 
exists.  If they are in a care home please tell the manager 
and see if they can arrange for their Catholic residents to 
watch Mass.  

LAST CALL FOR CONFIRMATION 
Registration for confirmation in summer 2019 closes today 
but it is clear that many potential candidates have not yet 
signed up.  Please do so in the next few days using the 

direct link: 
https://stedmunds.churchsuite.co.uk/events/ohugalf8 

or visit the parish website www.stedmunds.net, click on 
SACRAMENTS and proceed from there. 

RAFFLE PRIZES 
All winners of raffle prizes at the  

Christmas Fair  have been contacted.  The prizes are in the 
Parish Office but they will not be kept after Christmas so 

please collect them next week. 

PARISH DANCE 
The party held on the 7th was a great success and enjoyed 

by parishioners of all ages.  The raffle raised £396 for  
St Christopher’s Hospice.  A big thank you to Monique 

Rennie who has led the organising team for the last few 
years and who is now standing down. 



We pray for those who have died recently:  Kathy Driscoll, Pearse Kilcullen, Sheba Davies, Dr John Breen, Terry Harte,  
Patrick Metters and Hyacinth Mascarenhas. 
 
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Canon Jack Madden, John Ransford, Evelyn Deegan, Charles Paes, Angela 
Laws, Stella Ling, Terry Smith, Kitirna Sana, Eileen Sullivan, Antoinette Davies, Sean Murphy, Joseph De Cruz, Ann Craig, Fr Vincent 
Griffin, Carmel Connell, Orazio Rossi, Joseph Manolino, Fr David Maher, Margaret Murphy, Aldo Signorelli and Merle Whittle. 
 
We pray for the sick: 
Andrew, Bernice, Edith Campos, Paul James Claridge, Arthur Cromwell, Christine Curl, Daniel Dennehy, Giacomo Dillon, Joan Davies, 
John Dillon, Rosanna Domenissini, Bridget D’Souza, Iolene Durham, Ann Elmer, Elizabeth, Margaret Fennessy, Hans Halpin, Anisah 
Hassan, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Heneghan, Jim Henry, Frances Hughes, Monica Hyland, Jerry Jacob, John Kelsall, John, Sarah Marie 
Kench, Ken Francis Kench, Keith Kench, Ann Kingston, Richard Kirin, Grace Knight, Agnes Yuen Man Leung, Paul McQuinny and family, 
Maria McWay, Eddie Mitchell, Orla O’Regan, Patsy O’Reilly, Catherine Phelan, Hilary Pitt, John Quaife, David Rogers, Rosa, Co lleen 
Schroeder, Siobhan, Paula Shaw, Margaret Simpson, Paul Stevenson, Charlie Wynn, Barry Thorpe, Patricia Weal, Joan & Alfred. 

Readings for Sunday 23 December 
Fourth Sunday of Advent (C) Cycle 2,  
Psalter Week IV 
Micah 5:1-4 
Psalm 79 
Hebrews 10:5-10 
Luke 1:39-45 

DIARY DATES 
Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30-6.15pm  except 
24 & 31 December. 

There is an open door for the bereaved on the first  

Wednesday of every month from 10.30am in no11 

Law Surgery is every second Monday of the month at 7 pm in 
no11  

Drop In for those living with memory loss and their carers is 
every Thursday at 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm in the Hall. (Not  

Christmas week) 

 

DECEMBER 

Friday 21 - 10am - Requiem for Dr John Breen 

Friday 21 - 12.30 - Requiem for Terry Harte 

Saturday 22 - 4.30 pm - Advent Reconciliation Service 

Friday 27 No Prayer Group this evening. 

Saturday 29 - Contemplative Saturday - 11-12 in no 11 

 

JANUARY 

Friday 4 - Prayer Group in no 11 

 
Masses this week 

 
Sunday 16 December Third Sunday of Advent  
    Gaudete Sunday 
  8.00 am Church Bishop Charles Henderson RIP 
  9.30 am Church John Ransford RIP  
11.00 am Church Ints of the McManus family (Latin) 
  5.30 pm Church Mavis Griffin RIP 
  7.00 pm Church Mary Donovan RIP  
 

Monday 17 December Feria 

  8.15 am Church Horsman & Unwin families 

10.00 am Church Catherine Donnelly RIP 

  7.30 pm 27 VW  Adoration  

 

Tuesday 18 December Feria  

  8.15 am Claver  Xena Hendry - birthday 
10.00 am Church Ints of all persecuted children 
 
Wednesday 19 December Feria  
  8.15 am Claver  Antoinette Davies RIP 
10.00 am Church Angela Laws RIP 
  7.30 pm Church Angela Laws RIP 
 
Thursday 20 December Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  Tracy Tuohy RIP & family 
10.00 am Church John Gore RIP 

 
Friday 21 December Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  Michael Murphy RIP 
  9.10 am St Mary’s Paddy Sheehan RIP 
10.00 am Church Requiem of Dr John Breen 
12.30 am Church Requiem of Terry Harte 
 
Saturday 22 December Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  Anna Land & Peggy Bishop 
10.00 am Church James Pontifex RIP 

Reconciliation from 10.30 - 11 am and 5 - 5.55 pm 
 4.30 am Church Advent Reconciliation Service 
 6.00 pm Church Bessie Boudville RIP 

 

Sunday 23 December Fourth Sunday of Advent  
   Day of Prayer for Expectant Mothers 
  8.00 am Church Stephen O’Brian RIP 
  9.30 am Church Patrick Dillon RIP (Family Mass) 
11.00 am Church Jeanne & Pierre Champetier &  
    Nancy& Stephen Dennis RIP 

  5.30 pm Church Sean Murphy & Brenda Burkinshaw
        RIP 
  7.00 pm Church For the people 
 

The Rosary is prayed from 9.40 every Monday - Saturday 
Following Mass there is exposition of the Blessed  

Sacrament. 
During this sacred hour the church should be in total si-

lence as the Blessed Sacrament is venerated. 
 

COLLECTION 
 

The collection last weekend came to £2,229.34 with an  
additional £3,257.26 given through standing orders and 

Church Suite. 
Thank you for your generosity. 


