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ENVELOPES If you would like to have your deceased family 

members remembered in the Masses during November write their 

names on a piece of paper and put it into the Holy Souls enve-

lopes provided. They will be placed in a box on the altar during 

the Masses this month. Any donations in the envelopes will go to 

SAINT ÓSCAR ROMERO PRAY FOR US 

NEXT SUNDAY THE SECOND COLLECTION WILL BE FOR MISSIO 

 
 
THIS SUNDAY in Rome Pope Francis  

is canonising two great Catholics of the 

last century: Pope Paul VI and 

Archbishop Óscar Romero.  You can’t do 

justice to both men in a single front page 

so today I will concentrate on the 

archbishop.  The canonisation today is an 

event of phenomenal importance for the 

whole Church. 

The facts of Romero’s life are well 

known.  Born in 1917 into a large and 

poor family in rural El Salvador in     

central America, he showed great     

promise at school and trained for the 

priesthood initially in his home country 

and then in Rome where he was ordained 

during the Second World War. Returning 

to his home diocese he spent many years 

working as a priest, in parishes, in     

teaching and in communication (editing the diocesan paper)  

before being transferred to the capital city, San Salvador, in the 

60s to become Secretary of the Bishops’ Conference.  In 1970 he 

was appointed Auxiliary Bishop there, and in 1973 became 

Bishop of the rural diocese of Santiago de Maria: in 1977 he 

became Archbishop of San Salvador.  On 24 March 1980 he was 

shot dead while saying Mass in the chapel of the cancer hospital 

where he lived. 

After many years’ investigation, in 2015 Pope Francis decreed 

that he had been martyred out of ‘hatred for the faith’ (the     

technical phrase is odium fidei) and shortly afterwards he was 

beatified.  In our own diocese there is a shrine to him in St 

George’s cathedral, comprising a large cross containing one of 

his relics, and ours is the only diocese in this country where the 

day of his martyrdom is marked in the liturgical calendar. 

Romero’s upbringing as a priest was very traditional, marked by 

piety and close attention to personal sinfulness.  In the years  

following the Second Vatican Council, inspired by its teachings, 

the Church in Latin America became very active in the struggle 

for justice on behalf of poor people throughout the continent.  In 

the face of oppression and violence: this was expressed         

powerfully in a major conference of bishops which took place at 

Medellín in Colombia in 1968.  While many priests, religious 

and laypeople in El Salvador were enthusiastic about this,      

initially Romero was rather cautious and hesitant.  This meant 

that by the mid-70s the ruling élite in the country saw him as an 

ally against this movement, or at least as a safe pair of hands. 

However, from the very beginning of his       

ministry as archbishop in 1977, Romero        

defended over and against the power of the State 

the rights of the poor, and of the Church.  The 

security services and associated ‘death squads’ 

carried out a terrible campaign of violence, 

which led to the deaths of a  number of priests 

and religious, alongside countless laypeople.  

Romero strongly challenged the government to 

bring the perpetrators to justice.  He became, in 

effect, the principle voice of opposition to the     

violence and injustice being perpetrated by the 

State, primarily by means of his weekly Sunday 

Mass homilies from his cathedral, which were 

broadcast live by the Catholic radio station (this 

was bombed more than once – and rebuilt with 

money raised by Catholics in this country). 

His opponents were motivated by a deep hatred 

for the Church.  There were a number of        

examples of the Blessed Sacrament being desecrated (captured 

vividly in the film Romero, starring Raúl Juliá), and at one stage 

in San Salvador posters were put up with the slogan ‘Be a      

patriot!  Kill a priest!’  Many showing this hatred for the Church, 

for the poor and for Romero and others who were defending 

them were themselves Catholics, which is deeply shocking 

(Romero was undermined by most of his fellow bishops), and 

this hatred was not assuaged by his death.  Some of you may 

remember the Holy Cross priest who was for many years Parish 

Priest of St Patrick’s, Chislehurst, George Webster.  He was 

working elsewhere in Latin America (I think in Colombia) in 

1980 – he heard that after the killing became known, girls at a 

private convent school elsewhere in the city where he was    

working were encouraged to cheer and celebrate by the nuns 

who were teaching them…. 

We know that what prompted the decision to kill him was his 

call, made in his homily on Sunday 23 March, on soldiers to  

disobey orders to kill innocent people.  This is always the last 

straw for the military mind – he knew his life was in danger. 

Since his death Romero has become an inspirational figure for 

Catholics and other Christians (there are statues of him outside 

Westminster Abbey and inside the Anglican cathedral in St   

Alban’s) all over the world – in relation to what we believe about 

the Church, and in the Church’s witness for the poorest of the 

world, over and against violence and injustice.  The world     

desperately needs heroes and role models at this time: so we 

should rejoice this weekend and ask for Óscar Romero’s  

prayers. 
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ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP 
Monday 22 October 

Hayes to Keston to Hayes (approximately 6 miles)  
Meet at Hayes Station at 10.00am 

It may be muddy and walking boots are advised. 
Our next walk after this will be on Saturday 17 November 

 

 

NO PARKING ON THE FORECOURT PLEASE 

 

 

FR STEVE’S 60TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
Saturday 20 October from 7.00pm 

 

You are invited to join Fr Steve to help him celebrate 
his 60th birthday. 

Everyone who comes is asked to bring a dish to share. 
There is a list at the back of church and it would be 

very helpful if you could indicate what you are able to 
contribute or please contact Ruwani on  

0787 0656 533 or email ruwanis@gmail.com.   
Food can be dropped off at the hall during the  

afternoon. 

UMBERTO FERRANDO RIP 
SUNDAY 28 October - 5.30 Mass 

This Mass will be a memorial Mass for Umberto Ferrando.  
Umberto was the MC at the 5.30 Mass from the 1970s until 

his death earlier this year.  Present and past altar servers are 
invited to join the regular servers on the sanctuary. 

The RCIA course for those who want to learn about the 
Catholic faith has now started at 11 Village Way on 
Thursday evenings.  If you would like to join the course 
please contact Mary Deering on 020 8650 9650, Cathy 
Denne on 0795 691 4164 or email them at  
beckenhamrcia@rcaos.org.uk 

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL 

Yes, Christmas shoebox time of year is 
upon us already! 

We are once again collecting shoe-
boxes which will be distributed to people 
living in desperate poverty.  If you would 
like to fill a shoebox to bring happiness 
to someone in need this Christmas 
please take a leaflet from the back of 
church which suggests items you might 
put in your box.  Please do try to include the essential high-
lighted items. Your boxes this year will be handed to people 
in Albania, Hungary, Bulgaria, Kosovo, Moldova, Romania, 
Serbia and Ukraine. 

Filled boxes can be left at the back of church until Sunday 4 
November.  Bishop Challoner School is again taking part in 
the scheme and boxes can be dropped off at their school 
office too (before Tuesday 6 November please). Our scout 
group will also be collecting shoeboxes for Blythswood this 
year. 

If you have any questions, please call Susie or Lucienne – 
0208 778 3101/07884 1845 

CHURCH DOORS 
As the weather has turned colder and the heating will soon be  
on, the main doors to the church will be closed and            
worshippers will need to enter the building through the side 
door.  The doors will be re-opened in the spring to invite   
passers-by to come into our church and to demonstrate that 
we are a welcoming and inclusive community. 



 

ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL  
OPEN MORNING - MONDAY15 OCTOBER 

St Mary's Catholic Primary School - our parish school - will 
be holding their final Open Morning for parents of children 
who are due to start school in September 2019.  This will be 
held at 10.30 am on  Monday 15 October and a crèche will 
be available at the school.   
Parents are welcome to come along on the day 
or to call the Admissions Officer, Mrs Tracey on 
020 8650 2355 to confirm their attendance in 
advance.  

              TOMORROW! 

TRANSFER TO CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
Priest reference forms for entry to Catholic secondary 
schools are available from the right hand reading slope in 
the porch.  Please take a form and return it to the office with 
all the other paperwork that is required, in an envelope 
marked for the attention of Fr  Ashley.  Envelopes can be 
posted through the office or the presbytery door quite safely. 

 

DAY OF RECOLLECTION FOR EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION AND FOR READERS 

Saturday 17 November  
at Bishop Thomas Grant School in Streatham 

Please collect a letter from the sacristy and return it to the  
Parish Office.  Please do not contact the organiser direct. 

We have had very few names as yet.  If you are a reader 
or an extra-ordinary minister of communion, please do 

think about joining this day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW TITLES FROM THE CTS 
On the reading slope in the porch there is a small catalogue 
called New Titles published by the Catholic Truth Society.  
There are some delightful, inexpensive books for young   
children, which are perfect for them to look at during mass 
and which would make lovely stocking fillers at Christmas 
and for adults there are several companions to the new 
church year which we will enter shortly. 
 

On 23rd October Diane Johnson MP is introducing a 10 
Minute Bill to make legal changes to repeal two sections of 
current law which would make serious changes to the legal 
protection of unborn babies and their mothers. 
The legal details are outlined on postcards which can be 
collected from the porch.  Please take a postcard home 
and send it to your MP.   

World Mission Sunday falls next Sunday 21 October.  On 
this day the whole Church unites in an act of universal   
solidarity in prayer for its missionary activity and in         
collecting funds to support the Church where it is too young 
or too poor to be self-sufficient.  Forty percent of Church 
membership falls into this category.  As the Pope's official 
organisation for overseas mission, the theme this year is:   
Ethiopia: Together we can build a future.           
The collection next weekend is one of three mandatory  
universal collections, the other two being for the Holy 
Places on Good Friday and Peter's Pence.           .       
Thank you for your cooperation and support in giving to 
next week’s second collection which will make a vital      
difference to Churches living in difficult and challenging 
situations. 

HELP NEEDED AT TC’s COMMUNITY CAFE 
It is not too late to offer help with serving teas and coffees 
and being a friendly face in TC’s Community Cafe.  The 
Cafe at Beckenham Methodist Church, Bromley Road is a 
lifeline for many people.  It will remain open while          
modernising work goes on at the church and will then     
reopens in its new annex next autumn.  Brief training will be 
provided to new volunteers.  If you can help please email 
me at mrcolindowling@gmail.com 

The Salesian sisters at 25 Village Way 

would like to invite everyone to come 

and say a decade of the Rosary with 

them on October 24 after the 10 am 

Mass.  There will also be a cup of tea 

and time for a chat afterwards.       

Everyone is welcome including children. 

Last week two members of Beckenham CWL were invited 
to visit this local organisation, to which we have recently 
made a cash donation. We learned that they offer a range 
of support services as well as distributing food and        
providing a hot meal once a week. We were especially   
impressed with the youth and cheerfulness of the helpers, 
and aim to maintain our contact with the organisers.  
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COLLECTION 

Last week’s collection came to £2110.97.   
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

 
We pray for those who have died recently:  Jon Kiernan, Mary Donovan, Thomas Harrigan and Lorraine. 
 
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week: James McGilloway, Patrick Cummins, Istvan Mod,  
Fr Paul Weir, Billy Cannon, Eileen McGrath, Betty Banfield, Paula Marbach, Christopher Gunapala, Dave Webb, Jacyntha  
Dutton, Christina Pamment, Patricia McGrory. 
 
We pray for the sick:   
Andrew, Bernice, Edith Campos, Paul James Claridge, Arthur Cromwell, Christine Curl, Daniel Dennehy, Giacomo Dillon, 
Sheba Davies, Joan Davies, John Dillon, Rosanna Domenissini, Iolene Durham, Ann Elmer, Elizabeth, Peggy Falsey,  
Margaret Fennessy, Hans Halpin, Anisah Hassan, Eileen Hayes, Kathleen Heneghan, Jim Henry, Frances Hughes, Monica 
Hyland, Jerry Jacob, John Kelsall, John, Sarah Marie Kench, Ken Francis Kench, Keith Kench, Ann Kingston, Richard Kirin, 
Grace Knight, Virginia Lee, Paul McQuinny and family, Patrick Metters, Eddie Mitchell, Orla O’Regan, Catherine Phelan, 
John Quaife, Rosa, Colleen Schroeder, Siobhan, Paula Shaw, John Sylvester, Charlie Wynn, Barry Thorpe, Joan Walsh, 
Patricia Weal, Pauline Wood, Joan & Alfred. 
 

Readings for Sunday 21 October  
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)  Cycle 2,  
Psalter Week I 
Isaiah 53:10-11 
Psalm 32 
Hebrews 4:14-16 
Mark 10:35-45  
 
DIARY DATES 
Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30-6.15pm  

There is an open door for the bereaved on the first  

Wednesday of every month from 10.30am in no11 

Law Surgery is every second Monday of the month at 7 pm in 
no11  

Drop In for those living with memory loss and their carers is 
every Thursday at 2.00 pm -4.00 pm in the Hall 

 

OCTOBER 

Sunday 14 - No refreshments after morning Masses 

Wednesday 17- 4.00pm Reception of the body of  

            Mary Donovan 

Thursday 18 - 11.45 - Requiem for Mary Donovan 

Monday 22 - Noon -Requiem for Thomas Harrigan  

Saturday 27 - Fundraising dinner for Deacon Sean’s charity 

Sunday 28 - Baptism Preparation Course - Hall - 3pm 

NOVEMBER  

Saturday 3 - Contemplative Saturday in no 11 - 11am - noon 

Saturday 17 - Day of Recollection for Readers and  

Extra-ordinary Ministers of Holy communion 

DECEMBER 

Friday 7 - Parish dinner and dance 

Sunday 9 - Parish Christmas Fair 

Sunday 9 - Children's Advent Service - 3pm 

Saturday 15 - 7.15 - Parish Advent Service 

  Masses this week 
 

Sunday 14 October  Twenty-eighth Sunday  
    Day of Prayer for Prisoners and their 
    Dependants 
  8.00 am Church Fr Steve’s intentions 
  9.30 am Church Paula Marbach RIP  
11.00 am Church Stella Ling RIP & Riccardo Ling RIP 
    (baptism) 
  5.30 pm Church Monica Grima RIP 
  7.00 pm Church For the people 

 

Monday 15 October  St Teresa of Jesus (of Avila) 

  8.15 am Church May Kirwan RIP  

10.00 am Church Dorothea Simmonds RIP 

  7.30 pm 27 VW  Adoration  

 

Tuesday 16 October Feria (St Hedwig) 

  8.15 am Claver  Dec’d promoters & benefactors of the 
    Claver Sisters  
10.00 am Church Ints of all persecuted children 
 
Wednesday 17 October St Ignatius of Antioch 
  8.00 am Challoner Private intention 
  8.15 am Claver  Coral Wallis RIP 
10.00 am  Church Clara Mayungbe - birthday ints. 
  4.30 pm Church Reception of Mary Donovan 
  7.30 pm Church Ints of the Banfield family 
 
Thursday 18 October St Luke, Evangelist 
  8.15 am Claver  Nellie Murphy RIP 
10.00 am Church Mrs Pat Crowley RIP 
11.45 pm Church Requiem of Mary Donovan 
  8.00 pm Claver  Adoration 
 
Friday 19 October  Feria (SS John deBrébeuf and  
    Isaac Jogues) 
  8.15 am Claver  Fr David Maskell RIP 
  9.10 am St Mary’s No Mass 
10.00 am Church Lee & Rodolfo Cabilin RIP 
 
Saturday 20 October Feria (Our Lady) 
  8.15 am Claver  John O’Reilly 
10.00 am Church Roy Brocklehurst RIP 

Reconciliation from 10.30 - 11 am and 5 - 5.55 pm 
  6.00 pm Church Ints of Weal-Walkington families 

  

Sunday 21 October  Twenty-ninth Sunday  
    World Mission Day 
  8.00 am Church For the people 
  9.30 am Church Alice, Gino & Secondin Rabbini RIP  
11.00 am Church Jeanne & Pierre Champetier & Nancy 
&     Steve Dennis RIP 
  5.30 pm Church Paola Zorrilla -  birthday intentions 
  7.00 pm Church Genna & Michael Eilers RIP  
 

The Rosary is prayed from 9.40 every Monday - Saturday 
During October the Rosary is prayed every Monday-Friday  

at the Claver Convent at 3.00pm  

COLLECTION 
Last weekend the plate collection came to £2073.31 with a 
further £3494.79  received through ChurchSuite and  
standing orders. 
 
The Harvest Collection for CAFOD raised £3074.39 


