
TODAY IS HOME MISSION SUNDAY, when we pray for 

God’s blessing on efforts to re-evangelise this country and ask 

you to support the work of the Home Mission Office of the 

Bishops’ Conference.  For details of what the money is used for 

go to www.catholicnews.org.uk and follow the links for Home 

Mission Sunday.  Each year new statistics appear which provide 

evidence that the level of practice of Christianity in this country, 

particularly among people who were born here, is getting rapidly 

lower all the time: fewer people coming to church on Sundays, 

fewer babies being baptised, fewer weddings in church.  Even 

avowed atheists are now alarmed that people are increasingly 

unaware of the Christian part of the heritage and history of this 

country: recent reports and recommendations about religious 

teaching in schools show how rapidly things have changed. 

The Home Mission website says that the money raised in this 

collection last year enabled the bishops ‘to provide training 

and support to diocesan evangelisation personnel, put on 

events that inspire people to share their faith and encourage 

the faithful to pray for evangelisation’.  There is a sense in 

which in Beckenham we probably need this sort of help rather 

less than some parishes, partly because we are, on the whole, 

more ‘geared up’ to mission, to helping people through us to 

encounter the Christian message. There are lots of ways in 

which we do this, and they don’t all happen in other parishes, 

indeed in some parishes none of them happen; but here are just a 

few: 

 We keep the church open all day, every day (except when 

it is being cleaned) and the doors very clearly open; 

 Mass is celebrated reverently with joy and care, and    

generally people can see and hear what is going on; 

 We have a well-managed and open parish administrative 

office; 

 We have a parish website, webcam facility and Facebook 

page, and a well-produced parish newsletter; 

 Because we are the largest church in Beckenham (both in 

terms of numbers and possibly the size of the building) 

and have many church services, we have a big and visible 

public profile compared to some Catholic churches.  We 

are not a ‘hole in the corner.’ 

 We have, every year, a successful and well-organised 

RCIA programme, which has been publicised over the 

last two weekends; 

 In recent years we have tried also to deliver a special 

newsletter called ‘St Ed’ to most of the homes in the 

geographical parish of Beckenham.  This has at-

tracted over the years a lot of positive comments. 
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ENVELOPES If you would like to have your deceased family 

members remembered in the Masses during November write their 

names on a piece of paper and put it into the Holy Souls enve-

lopes provided. They will be placed in a box on the altar during 

the Masses this month. Any donations in the envelopes will go to 

BEING MISSIONARIES IN BECKENHAM 
 

SECOND COLLECTION TODAY IS IN SUPPORT OF THE HOME MISSION 

I have put this last thing in bold type - why? Because St Ed is 

going to be re-launched shortly, so that as many of us as       

possible can help. Very few Catholic parishes try to do this; it is 

much more common among Anglican churches. It is a big com-

mitment for a community, even one as strong as ours, but it is 

worthwhile.  It doesn’t cost us anything because it is funded by 

advertising.  

 

The re-launch at this stage entails: 

 Forming a small editorial group who will take           

responsibility for putting content together.  The front 

page tries to address some aspect of Christian teaching 

in a way which will be accessible to readers from a wide 

variety of religious and cultural backgrounds, together 

with coverage of things we are doing in the parish.  

 Re-forming the group of volunteers to deliver the news-

letters. Recently some people who originally, perhaps 

some years ago, offered to deliver them in their road 

have not been collecting their bundles which have there-

fore been left lying around the porch.  Covering most of 

the parish should not be that difficult for a worshipping 

community of our size, if it really matters to us. 

 

Please email Fr Ashley on ashleybeck@rcaos.co.uk if you 

are able to help in either or both of these ways.  

This really is important; what this Sunday is about is helping us 

realise that sharing the Christian faith with others is an intrinsic 

part of what it means to be a Christian.    
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PARISH NEWS 

 

 

NO PARKING ON THE FORECOURT PLEASE 

A JOURNEY IN FAITH  
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 

If you would like to find out more about the Catholic Faith or 
are considering becoming a Catholic you are invited to attend 
the RCIA Course which starts on September 20 at 11 Village 
Way (opposite the Church). We meet weekly on Thursday 
evenings and you will find a friendly and welcoming group 
committed to ensuring you have all the information you need 
to help you decide if you want to be  received into the Church. 
There is no charge for attendance and you are of course free 
to leave the course at any time if you wish to do so. 
If you would like more information please contact Mary    
Deering on 0208 650 9650 or Cathy Denne on 0795 6914164 
or e-mail us on rcia.stedsbeck@hotmail.com. 
Leaflets are available at the back of the church 

CATECHISM GROUP FOR CHILDREN AT  

NON-CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

Registration on Saturday 29 September 

This Group prepares children at non-Catholic schools for the 
Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. 

The course runs for two years, and children should ideally be 
in Year 2 or Year 3 at school when they start. 

We meet monthly between 9.30 am and noon at St Mary's 
School, Westgate Rd, usually on the second Saturday of the 
month.  

Our start-of-year Mass will be on Saturday 29 September at 
10.00 am at St Edmunds.  This will be followed by              
registration in the hall over teas and coffees. Information 
about the courses will be provided by the Catechists so it is 
important that you attend. 

 

Registration for the year will close on 8 October and no 

further admissions will be allowed until 2019. 
 

This group is for St Edmund’s parish, and we have a limit on 
numbers.  Children resident in St Edmund’s parish will be 
prioritised and we reserve the right to direct children resident 
in other parishes to their local group. 
  

If you have any queries, and to obtain the registration form 
please email stedscatechismgroup@gmail.com 

                    It is time for Missio boxes to be brought in for 
counting.  Please hand them to a priest after 

mass or bring them to the office on a weekday 
morning.  They will be collected and emptied 

by Mick Denne and returned to the porch.   
Please do not leave your un-emptied box in 

the porch. If you are interested in joining this 
scheme please give Mick a ring on 07734 228190. 

 

The Diocese has brought all parishes under a common 
domain name so our email addresses have all had to be 
changed.  They are listed on the front of the newsletter so 
please would you use them from now on. 

DAY OF RECOLLECTION FOR EXTRAORDINARY  
MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION AND FOR READERS 
Saturday 17 November at Bishop Thomas Grant School in 

Streatham 
Please collect a letter from the sacristy and return it to the  
Parish Office.  Please do not contact the organiser direct. 

BIDDING PRAYERS 
We have a small and dedicated team of parishioners who 
put together the bidding prayers each weekend.  A few 
have moved out of the parish recently and we would be 
delighted to hear from anyone who would like to join the 
team. It is likely you will only be required to prepare 
prayers every eight weeks and full guidance will be      
offered to new members.  If you are interested please 
speak to Deacon Sean or contact the parish office. 

SENIOR ALTAR SERVERS TRAINING 
There will be an Altar Servers Training Course running at 
4.00 pm on the four Sunday afternoons in October.  This 
course is intended for senior altar servers who have just 
moved into Year 8 or above.  Servers who have attended 
this course already may attend again as a refresher.  
Please let Jim Roberts or the office know that you will be 
attending. 

 

 
Firstly may I remind you all that our Parish AGM takes 
place on Tuesday evening in the Hall.  Doors open at 
7.30pm and we will start promptly at 8.00pm.  Once again 
may I encourage you all to come along to this important 
event in the life of the parish.  Not only is this an occasion 
for us to review the past year and look forward to what is 
to come, it is also an opportunity for you to ask questions 
and put forward suggestions.  I very much look forward to 
seeing you there. 
 
On Wednesday, Canon Tom McHugh, parish priest of St 
Joseph’s, Bromley is celebrating the Golden Jubilee of his 
ordination to the priesthood.  We wish him heartfelt      
congratulations and thank God for his vocation. 

Fr Steve 

MASS COUNT 
At each Sunday mass from next weekend for four Sundays 
a count will be taken of all those attending St Edmunds.  
This count takes place at this time in every church in our 
diocese and is used by the diocese to help calculate any 
charges levied on its parishes. 

You are invited to 25 Village Way for  
refreshments after 10.00 am mass on 
Thursday 20 September to join Sr Pat in 
celebrating her Golden Jubilee of religious 
profession.  Please - no gifts, but prayers 
appreciated.  Thank you. 
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Youth Alpha and Alpha for adults: Alpha is a chance to 
explore the meaning of life and the basics of the Christian 
faith in an informal, welcoming environment. Holy           
Innocents' Orpington is running a youth Alpha course (for 
13 to 19 year olds) on Sundays (7.30 - 9.15 pm) starting 
Sunday 30 September and an adult Alpha course on      
Fridays (12.30 - 2.30 pm repeated 7.30 - 9.30 pm) starting 
Friday 28 September.  Everyone, of whatever faith back-
ground, is welcome.  For more details, contact Stephen 
Walsh (07778 612050) or www.holyinnocentsorpington.org.uk 

 

ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL  
OPEN MORNING - MONDAYS 8 and 15  OCTOBER 

St Mary's Catholic Primary School - our parish 
school - will be holding their Open Mornings for 
parents of children who are due to start school in 
September 2019.  They will be held at 10.30 am 
on Monday 8 October and Monday 15 October 
and a crèche will be available at the school on 
both days.   
Parents are welcome to come along on the day or to call the 
Admissions Officer, Mrs Tracey on 020 8650 2355 to confirm 
their attendance in advance.  

Enjoy singing for fun? 
Why not join 

Rosie’s Choir 
All abilities and ages are welcome to join  

St Edmund’s Community Choir 
 We get together twice a month to sing a wide range  

of music.   
Come when you can, the only requirement is enthusiasm. 

 
For details please contact Clare at  

claremcconkey55@gmail.com 

ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP 
Monday 24 September 

A short walk at a gentle pace of approximately 2 miles 
around Beckenham Place Park and its environs.  

Meet at the mansion in the park  
at 10.00am 

COLOMA CONVENT GIRLS SCHOOL 
Priest reference forms for entry to Coloma are 
available from the porch.  Please take only one 
form and return it to the office with all the other 
paperwork that is required, in an envelope marked 
for the attention of Fr  Ashley.  They can be posted through 
the office or the presbytery door quite safely. 

SACRISTANS NEEDED! 

A characteristic of this church is the devout way in which the 
worship of God is carried out, and part of how this is done is 
through the careful and reverent preparation of the         
sanctuary for Mass by our dedicated team of sacristans 
across all Masses.  By and large last minute ‘flapping about’ 
is avoided and people are able to prepare themselves    
properly for Mass without too many distractions. 

While our team is dedicated some have been doing this job 
for many years and there are now some gaps where we 
need more volunteers.  We urgently need some for the   
Sunday 8.00 am Mass and the Monday 8.15 am Mass in 
church; we could also do with more people for the 10.00 am 
weekday Mass, the Wednesday evening Mass and all    
Sunday Masses except the 9.30am.  If a good team exists 
for a Mass there is always coverage and the tasks are not 
too onerous. 

Proper training will be given.  If you think you could help, 
please contact Fr Ashley on ashleybeck@rcaos.org.uk 

MASS FOR JEAN BYRNE RIP 
The 10.00 am mass on Monday 24 September is being 
said for Jean Byrne RIP.  Mrs Byrne, with her husband was 
a longstanding and very active member of the parish.  She 
moved to Ireland 10 years ago to be with her daughter  
Nicola, and died earlier this year a few days after          
celebrating her 100th birthday. 
Nicola is bringing her mother’s ashes to be interred with 
those of her husband on that Monday, the 10th anniversary 
of his death.  Nicola will be at the mass and before the  
interment she will be at the cafe No. 7 Village Way if     
anyone would like to meet her. 
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COLLECTION 

Last week’s collection came to £2110.97.   
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Sheila Watts, Coral Wallis, Agnes Spice, James Norris, Fr John 
Mulligan and Fr Peter Lessiter. 
 
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Olga Roberts, Margaret Leeks, Ann Zacaroli,  
Marisia Nawara, Maria Okafor, John Stoneman, Marion Martin, Paul Stephens, Danuta Eberhardt 
 
 
We pray for the sick:   
Bernice, Samuel Camilleri, Edith Campos, Paul James Claridge, Arthur Cromwell, Christine Curl, Giacomo  
Dillon, Sheba Davies, John Dillon, Iolene Durham, Ann Elmer, Elizabeth, Peggy Falsey, Margaret Fennessy, 
Hans Halpin, Anisah Hassan, Eileen Hayes, Jim Henry, Frances Hughes, Monica Hyland, Jerry Jacob, John 
Kelsall, John, Sarah Marie Kench, Ken Francis Kench, Keith Kench, Ann Kingston, Richard Kirin, Grace Knight, 
Virginia Lee, Owen McQuaid, Paul McQuinny and family, Patrick Metters, Eddie Mitchell, Orla O’Regan, John 
Quaife, Rosa, Colleen Schroeder, John Sylvester, Charlie Wynn, Barry Thorpe, Patricia Weal, Pauline Wood, 
Joan & Alfred. 

Readings for Sunday 23 September 
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) Cycle 2,  
Psalter Week 1  
Wisdom 2:12, 17-20 
Psalm 53 
James 3:16-4:3 
Mark 9:30-37 
 

 
DIARY DATES 
Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30-6.15pm except 

September 17. 

There is a drop-in for the bereaved on the first Wednesday 
of every month from 10.30am in no11 

Law Surgery is every second Monday of the month at 7 pm 
in no11  

 

SEPTEMBER 

Monday 17 - 12 noon Requiem for James Norris 

Tuesday 18 - Parish AGM - 7.30pm for 8.00pm start in Hall 

Friday 28 - Prayer Meeting 7.30pm in no 11 

Sunday 30 - Pilgrimage meeting in no 11 at 3.00pm 

 

OCTOBER 

Saturday 13 - Contemplative Saturday in No11-11am - noon 

 

DECEMBER 

Friday 7 - Parish dinner and dance 

 Masses this week 
 

Sunday 16 September Twenty-fourth Sunday  
  8.00 am Church Martin Norris RIP 
  9.30 am Church Blanche Mascarenhas RIP 
11.00 am Church Jeanne & Pierre Champetier RIP & 
    Nancy & Stephen Dennis RIP (Latin) 
  5.30 pm Church Rosie Reed & John McNamara RIP 
  7.00 pm Church For the people 

 

Monday 17 September Feria 

  8.15 am Church Ints of Michael Wright  

10.00 am Church Finnegan family 

12 noon Church Requiem for James Norris 

  7.30 pm 27 VW  Adoration  

 

 

Tuesday 18 September Feria (St Edith of Kemsing) 

  8.15 am Claver  Valerie Austin RIP  
10.00 am Church Margaret Hayes RIP 
 
Wednesday 19 Sept  Feria (St Theodore of Canterbury) 
  8.00 am Challoner Private Intention 
  8.15 am Claver  Annette Sammut 
10.00 am  Church Paul Keating RIP 
  7.30 pm Church Mrs Theresa Parker RIP 
 
Thursday 20 September St Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn & Paul  
    Chŏng Ha-Sang & Companions, 
    Martyrs 
  8.15 am Claver  Ints of Sr Monica 
10.00 am Church Myles Dempsey RIP 
  8.00 pm Claver  Adoration 
 
Friday 21 September St Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 
  8.15 am Claver  Joan & Alfred Weller & family 
  9.10 am St Mary’s Dan Edwards (93rd birthday) 
10.00 am Church Lena Fitzsimmons RIP 
 
Saturday 22 September Feria (Our Lady) 
  8.15 am Claver  Lily Beavis RIP 
10.00 am Church Handmaids of the Sacred Heart 

Reconciliation from 10.30 - 11 am and 5 - 5.55 pm 
  6.00 pm Church Kathleen Cowling RIP 

  

Sunday 23 September Twenty-fifth Sunday  
  8.00 am Church For the people 
  9.30 am Church Marianne Martin RIP (Family Mass) 
11.00 am Church Richard Graves RIP 
  5.30 pm Church Mary Porter RIP 
  7.00 pm Church Paul Stephens RIP 
 

The rosary is prayed from 9.40 every Monday - Saturday  
and following the 10 am Mass there is Adoration  

COLLECTION 
The plate collection on 9 September came to £2233.03 with 
a further £3533.78 received through ChurchSuite and  
standing orders. 
The second collection for the Catholic Education Service 
raised £1053.05. 


