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ENVELOPES If you would like to have your deceased family 

members remembered in the Masses during November write their 

names on a piece of paper and put it into the Holy Souls enve-

lopes provided. They will be placed in a box on the altar during 

the Masses this month. Any donations in the envelopes will go to 

ST BENEDICT’S MESSAGE FOR EUROPE – AND THE WORLD 

 

WEDNESDAY was the feast day of      

St Benedict, generally regarded as the 

founder of monasticism in the western 

Church, who lived in the fifth and sixth 

centuries in Italy.  As the Roman Empire 

gradually fell apart these were years of 

great turmoil in Italy, marked by lawless-

ness and violence.  The foundation of   

radical communities of men (and indeed 

women) who took vows of poverty,  

chastity and obedience was a profoundly 

counter-cultural statement over and 

against the spirit of the age.  In the     

centuries that followed, monasteries in 

Benedict’s tradition became centres of 

light, learning and charity all over     

western Europe. Their pivotal place in 

English society only came to an end in the 16th century when 

Henry VIII closed them and took their possessions; for the  

Catholic community now, of course, the small number of     

Benedictine monasteries remain important. 

In 1964 Blessed Paul VI, who is due to be made a saint later this 

year, named Benedict as Patron Saint of Europe.  There are now 

five others, but for nearly twenty years he was the only one.  

When the Church gives a community a patron saint it is making 

various statements (some patron saints have that role by long-

standing tradition; otherwise the Church officially designates a 

particular saint for this role of interceding for a particular      

community in heaven).  The first statement the Church is making 

is about the community concerned; the act is designed to enhance 

a community’s sense of identity.  So when the Catholic Church 

says that six men and women are Europe’s patron saints it is  

affirming our commitment to European unity, in line with   

Catholic Social teaching; presumably this is why so many   

Catholics (including some clergy) don’t take Europe’s patron 

saints seriously.  The saints remind us of the shared spiritual and 

Christian identity of Europe, the basis of all that we do to foster 

European unity. 

The second statement is to do with the life and virtues of the 

saints concerned.  There are things about a saint’s life which are 

special, which is why we see them as role models as well as inter-

cessors for us.  Benedict’s life and influence are immense, but I 

just want to concentrate on three things about him which have a 

message for the countries of Europe.  These qualities stem from 

his Rule, the comprehensive document he worked out to order the 

communities he founded. 

The first is the value of work.  Benedict saw idleness as the path 

to ruin.  Physical work was important 

for the communities he founded, and 

this challenged the traditional Roman 

view which saw it as only fit for slaves. 

The Church, in this tradition, sees work 

as important and part of the vocation 

each of us has from God, whatever 

we’re called to do.   Unemployment and 

poor working conditions are social 

evils, in Europe and the rest of the 

world. 

The second characteristic of Benedict’s 

rule which is important for today’s 

Europe is to do with the love and     

respect which members of his         

communities are meant to show for 

each other. The key is the idea of     

obedience - and not just for the leader of the community, the  

abbot.  Writing of the monks Benedict claims ‘Let them obey 

one another…let them put aside their own concerns and 

abandon their own will.’  The key to living in a religious     

community, as indeed in a family, is a constant battle against 

selfishness, against a desire to control and dominate.  Members of 

the community should cultivate humility, and always put the  

person first.  This isn’t just for monks and nuns - it’s a good rule 

for all of us, and it’s a good rule in international relations.      

Efforts, rooted in our Church’s teaching, to bring about European 

unity are about sharing, the common good of the whole continent, 

over and against selfish nationalism and pride.  We don’t want 

children to be selfish: why should countries be selfish? The spirit 

of Benedict’s rule is desperately needed in Britain and all over 

Europe; it wouldn’t go amiss in the United States. 

Thirdly, the Rule insists that the monks greet guests as they 

would Our Lord.  To this day if you go to stay in a Benedictine 

house or retreat centre you are not charged for your board and 

keep (although donations are received) - the monks or nuns are 

not allowed to ask you.  Also at various points in history      

Benedictine houses have offered sanctuary and refuge to those in 

danger of arrest (think of The Sound of Music and the nuns who 

disable the cars of the Nazis).  This emphasis on hospitality and         

welcoming the stranger helps to inspire the Christian message - 

so unpopular with so many - calling on all the nations of Europe 

to welcome migrants and refugees, constantly reiterated by the 

Holy Father, one of the most important moral issues of our time. 

Many Europeans, including some who parade their Catholicism, 

really need to listen to this part of Benedict’s rule and what it 

says to Europe today, and indeed the rest of the world. 
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PARISH NEWS 
  

 

 

NO PARKING ON THE FORECOURT PLEASE 

A JOURNEY IN FAITH 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
The next course for those interested in 
finding out more about the Catholic Faith, 
or for those who wish to become     
Catholics, will start on Thursday 20   
September 2018.  If you would like more 
information please contact Mary Deering 

on 020 8650  9650 or Cathy Denne on 
0795 691 4164 or send an email to 
rcia.stedsbeck@hotmail.com.   

This week sees the last few days of school for most of our 
young parishioners, with many already being on holiday.  
Our thanks and prayers must go to all those who work in 
our two parish schools for everything they do for our     
children.  We thank the teaching staff and assistants, 
cleaners, cooks, dinner ladies, caretakers and volunteers 
who give so much throughout the school year.  We wish 
them all a restful break. 

 
To all of you who will be         
travelling on holiday we pray that 
you have a safe and comfortable 
j o u r n e y ,  a  h a p p y  a n d              
harmonious break and a safe 
return. 

 
If you are holidaying in England or Wales you 
can find the mass times local to you by going 
online to www.directory.cbccew.org.uk. 
 
Please remember that many of these parishes in rural  
areas rely on visitors offerings during the summer to keep 
their churches open through the year. 

ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP 

Saturday 28 July 

The last walk until September will be in Beckenham Place 
Park, meeting at the Mansion at 7-30pm.  Our own walk will 
end at Crab Hill at 8.45pm, where we shall join the Friends of 
BPP and local experts for bat and moth spotting. Those who 

do not wish to stay for this may return to   
Beckenham Junction on foot or by bus in the 
daylight. Those planning to continue should 
come equipped with warm clothing, torches 
and anti-midge cream. 

 
LOST PROPERTY 

There are some boxes in the porch containing items that 
have been left in the church over the last few months - 

spectacles, sunglasses, gloves, toys, jewellery..... 
Please take a look and reclaim any item that is yours.  

Anything left will be re-homed. 

ROSARY BEADS 
Many of you will have rosary beads at home tucked away in 
a cupboard.  You don’t use them yourself but they belonged 
to your mum or your aunt and you don’t know what to do with 
them.  You cannot throw them away.  If you would like them 
to be used again Deacon Sean is happy to take them over to 

Ghana when he goes in September.  Please either hand 
them in at the sacristy or put them through the office door.  

They will be treasured by those who receive them. 

SUMMER NEWSLETTERS 
Items for the newsletter during the      
summer are rather scarce as people 
take a break and activities slow 
down and even stop.  We have    
decided that from next weekend we 
will put out a fortnightly A4 double 
sided bulletin with the back page as 
it normally is and the front page   
carrying any news items. Normal 
practice will resume on the first week  
in September. 

 
Congratulations to Rupert Oscar Michael       
Raveney who was baptised in the Chapel of 
Bishop Challoner in June.  Please remember him 
and his parents in your prayers 

I returned earlier this week from a six day holiday in 
Como, Italy where family and friends turned up in number 
to celebrate the wedding of Neil and Silvana.  Some of 
you will have met my brother Neil when he visited me 
here at the presbytery.  The wedding was a very joyful 
occasion in relentless sunshine and the happy couple are 
now relaxing somewhere in Greece.  Sadly, they would 
not take me with them!! 
However, it is good to be back with you and while I have 
this opportunity, may I bring to your attention our parish 
AGM which will be on Tuesday 18 September 7.30 for 
8.00pm start.  Please put it in your diaries and make 
every effort to attend. 
There is another event I would like to mention, which at 
the moment is just an idea and no date set; and that is a 
parish auction.  My experience of these in other parishes 
is that they are good fun and great fundraisers. 
God bless 

Fr Steve 
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You may have read about the indiscriminate violence against 
Christians being carried out in areas of Nigeria.  In a church 
in Benue State two priests and nineteen parishioners were 
slaughtered whilst celebrating mass.  Our own Fr Victor 
Akongwale has had his church attacked and a parishioner 
killed, and the school that he has built in his parish has been 
besieged by gunmen.  ACN has responded to this crisis by 
raising funds to provide emergency and pastoral help for 
families who have been  displaced.  If you are able to offer 
any help please donate online at www.acnuk.org/donate or 
by phoning 020 8642 8668 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
In the Southwark Diocese it is necessary for couples    
wanting to marry to contact their priest six months ahead of 
their intended wedding date.  This is to allow sufficient time 
for them to attend the obligatory Marriage Preparation 
Course and also for the clergy to complete the necessary 
paperwork.  Our priests would prefer to be given a year to 
complete the paperwork and suggest that couples do not 
set a date for their wedding until they have spoken to a 
priest.  
Once you have decided to get married please email the 
Parish Office with your names and addresses and a          
preliminary marriage application form will be sent to you 
plus an enrolment form for the Marriage Preparation 
Course. 
If you intend to get married at a church other than             
St Edmund’s our clergy are still responsible for all the        
paperwork.  As a growing number of our parishioners were 
born outside the UK we will need to obtain documentation 
from their previous parishes.  This can take some time. 
There is also extra work to be completed for those who are 
having their ceremony abroad or for those who have had a 
previous marriage.  So, in short, as soon as you decide to 
get married, please start the ball rolling by contacting the 
Parish Office. 

DROP IN CAFE 
Please mention to friends with memory problems that they 
are welcome to attend the Drop In Cafe with their carer or a 
companion.  The Cafe runs every Thursday afternoon from   
2 to 4pm and is a friendly and welcoming place to be for a 
couple of hours.  The Drop In Cafe meets either in the Hall or 
no.11 but will be signposted each week.  If you want  to  
speak  to  someone  about  the  Cafe  please call 020 8659 
1990. 

DAY OF RENEWAL 
St George’s Cathedral Southwark 

Saturday 6 October  
9.45am - 4.45pm 

‘Living in the Glory’ 
Healing Service with Damian Stayne who is also the  

keynote speaker 
The mass will be celebrated by Bishop Patrick Lynch 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
Friday 28 September 

We have held two exceedingly 
successful coffee mornings for 
MacMillan, raising with your help 
almost £2000.  The next date for 
this nationwide fundraising effort 
is Friday 28 September. 
If anyone would like to get a team 
together and take over the       
organising of this year’s event,  
would they please get in touch 
with the Office. 

FOLK CHOIR 

After 5.30 pm Mass this Sunday the choir will be taking our 
summer break.  We will start singing again at Mass on  

Sunday 2 September.  We hope some of you may  

consider joining the choir then.  Have a lovely summer. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9.30 CHOIR 
WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS 

If you would like to find out about joining the 9.30 Choir 
please contact Cathy on 07956 914164. 

 HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY 
If you are admitted to hospital, whether it 
be the PRUH, Kings or Lewisham and 
wish to be visited by a priest whilst you are 
there please inform the hospital staff that 
you are Catholic and ask them to tell the 
Chaplaincy Team.  
If you are a friend or relative of someone 
who has been admitted you can let the               

office know and we can contact the team on your behalf. 

ST SWITHUN’S DAY 

St Swithun’s day if thou dost rain 
For forty days it will remain 

St Swithun’s day if thou be fair 
For forty days ‘twill rain nae mare 

St Swithun's Day is today (15th).  Will it be this hot and 
sunny for yet another 40 days? 



 
COLLECTION 

Last week’s collection came to £2110.97.   
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Audrey Brown. 
 
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  John Sullivan, Anna Newton (1st anniv),  
Geoff Wallis, Anthony Guinle, Margaret Theodorides, Clifford Moore, Christina Carroll, Thomas Morris,  
Helen Gardner Richards, Joseph McHugh, Joanna Duguid. 
 
 
We pray for the sick:   
Sr Assumpta, Roy Brocklehurst, Anne Byrne, Paul James Claridge, Christine Curl, Giacomo Dillon,  
John Dillon, Iolene Durham, Ann Elmer, Margaret Fennessy, Hans Halpin, Eileen Hayes, Jim Henry, Frances 
Hughes, Monica Hyland, John Kelsall, Richard Kirin, Peggy Lake, John, Owen McQuaid, Paul McQuinny and 
family, Patrick Metters, Halina Mikulko, Eddie Mitchell, Orla O’Regan, John Quaife, John Sylvester, Barry 
Thorpe and Patricia Weal. 
 

Readings for Sunday 22 July 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) Psalter Week IV  
Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Psalm 22  
Ephesians 2:13-18 
Mark 6:30-34 
 

DIARY DATES 
Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30-6.15pm  

 

There is a drop in for the bereaved each month (except  

August) on the first Wednesday in no11. 

 

Law Surgery is every second Monday of the month in no11 
(except August) 

 

JULY 

Saturday 21 - Contemplative Saturday - 11-12 in no11 

 

AUGUST 

Tuesday 7 - Requiem for Audrey Brown 11.45 am 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Tuesday 18 - Parish AGM - 7.30pm for 8.00pm start in Hall 

  
The plate collection last weekend raised £2182.41 

plus £2217.18 donated via ChurchSuite and standing 
orders. 

 
The collection for Apostleship of the Sea raised  

£1030.73 

 Masses this week 
 

Monday 16 July  Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

  8.15 am Church Mabel Vogel RIP 

10.00 am Church Anthony Leonard RIP 

  7.30 pm 27 VW  Adoration  

 

Tuesday 17 July  Feria  

  8.15 am Claver  Dec’d benefactors and promoters of 
    the Claver Sisters  
10.00 am Church Monique Galloway RIP (1st anniv) 
  7.00 pm St Mary’s Leavers Mass 
 
Wednesday 18 July  Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  Locke family  
10.00 am  Church Arthur & Phyllis Long & their son  
    Howard RIP 
  7.30 pm Church Jack McCarthy RIP 
 
Thursday 19 July  Feria  
  8.15 am Claver  Cecil O’Callaghan & family RIP 
10.00 am Church Michael, Molly, Sean & Liam Brosnan 
    RIP 
  8.00 pm Claver  Adoration 
 
Friday 20 July  Feria (St Apollinarius, Bishop &  
    Martyr) 
  8.15 am Claver  The Forgotten Holy Souls 
  9.10 am St Mary’s End of Year Mass - Ints of Mrs Mangan 
    and Bob Durand RIP & Margaret  
    Rivers RIP 
10.00 am Church Christina Carroll RIP (third anniv) 

 
Saturday 21 July   Feria (St Lawrence of Brindisi) 
  8.15 am Claver  Joanna Duguid RIP 
10.00 am Church David Tildsley RIP 

Reconciliation from 10.30 - 11 am and 5 - 5.55 pm 
  6.00 pm Church Crescenzo & Delisa Panetta RIP 

  

Sunday 22 July  Sixteenth Sunday  
  8.00 am Church Rosalita Mamboyo RIP 
  9.30 am Church Ann Booth RIP 
11.00 am Church Jeanne & Pierre Champetier & Nancy 
    & Stephen Dennis RIP 
  5.30 pm Church Dr Robert Ware RIP 
  7.00 pm Church For the people 
 

The rosary is prayed at 9.40 every weekday and following 
the 10 am Mass there is Adoration  

Sunday 15 July  Fifteenth Sunday  
  8.00 am Church For the people 
  9.30 am Church Jeremy Woods RIP 
11.00 am Church John Fitzpatrick RIP(Latin) 
  5.30 pm Church Umberto Ferrando RIP 
  7.00 pm Church Merlyn Duggan RIP 

 

 

Lord God,  
We put ourselves into Your hands,  

and pray that You will bless us and our families  
during the wonderful months of summer.  

May we all help make our home a place of  
relaxation, joy, love, peace and safety.  
May we be generous and considerate,  
not thinking only about ourselves, but  
helping others enjoy the blessings of  

summertime.  
           We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen  


