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ENVELOPES If you would like to have your deceased family 

members remembered in the Masses during November write their 

names on a piece of paper and put it into the Holy Souls enve-

lopes provided. They will be placed in a box on the altar during 

the Masses this month. Any donations in the envelopes will go to 

MYLES, WHO WENT THE EXTRA MILE 

 

This Sunday I will be travelling up to Liverpool for the     
funeral of an old friend which takes place in the city’s     
cathedral the following morning. Myles Dempsey passed 
away on 12

th
 of this month after suffering a heart attack. He 

had celebrated his ninetieth birthday on 1
st
 May, the feast 

of Joseph the Worker.  
 

Indeed, Myles himself was a tireless worker in the vineyard 
of the Lord. As a younger man he was a member of the 
Catholic Evidence Guild and on many occasions stood  
before large and sometimes intimidating crowds witnessing 
to the Faith. 
 

Later in the 1970’s he became involved in the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal and ran two prayer meetings one in 
St Patrick’s Church in Soho and the other from his home in 
New Eltham where he lived with his wife Joan and three 
children. I attended both of these weekly gatherings in the 
1980’s as I sought a deeper understanding of my faith and 
endeavoured to discern my vocation. What eventually 
evolved from the meetings was a charismatic lay          
community which became known as The Prince of Peace 
Community beginning life in Greenwich. Five years later in 
1989 the community moved to the convent of the Sacred 
Heart Sisters in Foxgrove Road in Beckenham. Some of 
you I know will have attended the prayer meetings there 
and become well acquainted with Myles during their four 
year stay. The community membership quickly expanded 
as did the numbers attending the prayer meetings. It wasn’t 

uncommon for around 200 people to come through the 
doors on a Monday evening. There was even an enthusias-
tic youth prayer meeting every week. 
 

It would have been some achievement by Myles if it ended 
there but in a sense the best was yet to come with what 
became known as the New Dawn Conference at the 
Marian Shrine of Walsingham in Norfolk, an annual event 
from 1987 to the present day. This is what he will be best 
remembered for. Since its conception around 3,000 people 
have come each year from the UK and all over the world to 
attend the conference, to listen to inspirational   national 
and international lay, clerical and religious speakers, attend 
workshops on a variety of subjects and above all to cele-
brate daily Mass.  
 

Many qualities come to mind when I look back at Myles’ 
life:  He was a gifted and often fiery speaker, he would  
often spend hours praying over people who came to him 
with all manner of problems and difficulties, and his deep 
prayerfulness and his great love of the scriptures come 
readily to mind. 
 

But the aspect I would like to highlight is his capacity to 
draw so many people into the Faith, into the Church, 
whether it was bringing them in for the first time, encourag-
ing them to return or strengthening those whose faith had 
become tepid. He had so much certainty, conviction and 
enthusiasm that it was impossible to resist.   
  
There were many reasons why countless numbers of    
people both young and old, male and female, lay and 
clergy wanted to become involved in the life and work of 
the lay community and with the New Dawn Conference and 
certainly Myles could never have achieved what he did 
without the support of others. But the bearing of so much 
fruit was largely down to a man who was relentless in his 
desire to respond to the will of God and who humbly      
realised that nothing could be achieved without openness 
to and cooperation with the Holy Spirit. 
 

As we wrestle with the issue of how the laity can become 
more involved in the building up of our parish communities 
and especially how we can enthuse the young about the 
gift of faith, I offer the story of Myles who selflessly went 
the extra mile and encouraged so many others to do the 
same. 
       Fr Steve 

Archbishop Kevin McDonald presenting a papal honour gold medal to Myles 
Dempsey watched by his wife Joan (right) at the 25th New Dawn Conference. 
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PARISH NEWS 
 

 

 

 

ALTAR SERVERS SUMMER BREAK 
Tuesday 7 - Friday 10 August 

Woldingham School, Surrey - £145 
This is an excellent few days for boy and girl servers aged 

10 - 15.  Meeting in a holiday atmosphere, activities will 
include talks, discussions, prayer, daily Mass, as well as a 

visit to Chessington World of Adventure,  
Laser Elite and sport and swimming on site.   

More details and application form can be downloaded from 
www.stanselm01@googlemail.com   

NO PARKING ON THE FORECOURT PLEASE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GIFT AID BOXES 
Please contact the parish office if you have not yet  

collected your Gift Aid envelopes for the current year or if 
you give electronically and would like to receive a small 

pack of envelopes for the second collections only. 

ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP 
Monday 2 July 6.30pm 

Our next walk will be a gentle stroll around Kelsey Park ( not 
Beckenham Place Park as stated last week).   Meet at the 
north gate (entrance nearest High St).  The walk is suitable 

for all levels  The bird life living on the lake is particularly  
interesting at the moment - ducklings, cygnets and young 

herons and even a pair of black swans.   

LAPTOP  
If you have recently upgraded your laptop and are looking 

for a new home for your earlier model, Fr Steve would 
love to hear from you (or leave a message with the  

office).  Fr Steve’s laptop has reached the end of its life 
and needs replacing immediately. 

 

PARISH DAY TO WALSINGHAM - POSTPONED 
The parish day trip to Walsingham has unfortunately had 

to be postponed.  If you paid in cash please call at the 
Parish Office to collect your refund.  Those who paid by 

BACS or cheque have been contacted. 

 I recently came across an amusing quotation from none 
other than Groucho Marx. 
 
"Don't leave in a huff - leave in a minute and a huff. If 
you can't leave in a minute and a huff, leave in a taxi"  
 
It is all rather daft but then I was reminded of an under-
lying truth and St Paul's advice to the Ephesians (4:26 -
27) Do not let resentment lead you into sin; the sunset 
must not find you still angry. Do not give the devil his 
opportunity.' 
 
All rather apt when we consider this Sunday's feast day, 
the birth of John the Baptist who as we know became 
the great prophet of repentance.    
 

Fr Steve 

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT  
PARISH PRAYER GROUP 

The date has changed for this month only. 
The group will meet on  

Monday 25 June in no11 at 7.30pm 
All are welcome to come. 

 
Fr Steve 

 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASSES 

Last weekend saw our final two first holy communion 
masses.  Coming the week after almost forty children in our 
Catechism Group made theirs, the two masses saw         
forty-seven children from St Edmunds who attend St Mary’s 
School receive holy communion for the first time.  It was also 
the first time that St Mary’s children, in line with diocesan 
guidelines, were prepared by parish catechists and not by 
the school.  Thank you to the catechists who gave up their 
time to do this and to all the others who helped to make both 
masses so special for the children and their families.  Below 
is a picture showing how the Hall was transformed for the 
communion breakfast. 



 

COLOMA GIRLS SCHOOL SUMMER MUSIC FESTIVAL 
SATURDAY 7 JULY 12 noon to 4 pm 
TO HONOUR MRS MEYER 
The Coloma Parents' Association is holding 
a Summer Music Festival on 7 July to   hon-
our  Mrs Meyer.  Entrance is £2.00 per adult 
and 50p per child.  The day will include    
performances from past and present Coloma 
pupils as well as external acts (e.g. Pop Choir). There will 
be a BBQ, Beer/Pimms Tents, Human Demolition and 
large slide inflatables, as well as tea/scones, tuck shop, 
grand raffle etc.  We hope you can  support this event, to 
which everyone is welcome.  If you would like more details 
please send an email to coloma.pa@hotmail.co.uk. 

PERHAPS A LITTLE CRAZY BUT  
all in a good cause 

Next Sunday, one of our parishioners, Karen Ward, is    
doing a skydive to raise money for St Christopher’s       
Hospice. You can donate on www.virginmoneygiving.com/
giving/makeadonation and look for  
Karen Ward or you can hand  
donations in at the office in an  
envelope marked  
Karen Ward Skydive. 

 
 
Thank you so much for your generosity in 
bringing in donations for the Living Well.  Your 
gifts were taken to Holy Trinity Church on  
Saturday morning and were gratefully        
received. I am sure that further donations 
would still be welcome.  Please look online for 
the centre’s opening times. 

The Book Appreciation Group will 
meet in no11 on Tuesday, 3 July after 
the 10.00 am mass.  Six parishioners 
attended our last meeting on 5th June 
and we had a good discussion with 
five books recommended: The           
Temporary Gentleman by Sebastian 
Barry, Peace and War by Sandy 
Newb y,  The T rave l l i ng  Cat       
Chronicles by Hiro Arikawa,  Away by 
Amy Bloom, An Atlas of Impossible 
Longing by Anuradha Roy.   Do join 
us and share some interesting reads. 

CLAVER SISTERS 
GARDEN PARTY 

14 July 
We are raising funds to help Contemplative Nuns in      
Cameroon purchase host making equipment and provide 
hosts for the needs of the whole diocese. 
If every lady in the parish could bake just one cake or bring 
some toiletries and every gentleman a bottle for the bottle 
stall, that would greatly boost our effort. 
And please do come to the event with your family and 
friends. 

 
Thank you 

Sr. Assumpta 

St Edmund’s Walking Group’s last venture was a walk in Happy Valley, 

Coulsdon., They had a great day walking, everybody enjoyed it and all 

did really well,  They offered their miles to Cafod’s Share the Journey 

Campaign which has been mentioned in previous newsletters. Their 

cards have been posted to Cafod, with the total mileage clocked at a 

wonderful 81 miles.  Below is a picture of the happy group. 

SERVICE OF REMBRANCE FOR BEREAVED PARENTS, 
THEIR FAMILIES AND THEIR FRIENDS 

Saturday 1 July at 3.00pm 
St James the Great Community Centre 
Lakeswood Road, Petts Wood BR5 1AY 

Please support the excellent work which The Passage 
does for homeless people in central London, by attending 
The Passage Annual Garden Party in the beautiful and 
historic College Garden, Westminster Abbey on Friday 13 
July 2018, from 6.00 pm to 8.30 pm. Tickets at £45 each, 
include wine, soft drinks, buffet supper and live music are 
available from Eventbrite passage-garden-party-
2018.eventbrite.co.uk or call The Passage 020 7592 1856. 
It will not be possible to purchase tickets at the Abbey. All 
proceeds in aid of The Passage.”  

Ten Ten is a Catholic charitable organisation that 
uses drama to speak to the hearts and minds of 
young people in schools throughout the UK. They are 
looking for a schools' facilitator to lead sessions on 
"Relationship and Sex Education" using films created 
by Ten Ten.  This is a fixed-term, part-time role with 

an attractive salary and benefits.  For more             

information, please visit: www.tententheatre.co.uk/

recruitment.  Deadline is Monday 2 July.  
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COLLECTION 

Last week’s collection came to £2110.97.   
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:   
Monica Wells, Anita Leslau, Anthony Mensa,  Sr Agnes Collect, Martin Birrane, Myles Dempsey, Fr Sean 
Hearty, Audrey Brown, Paddy Hayes and Valerie Parr. 
 
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:  Licia de Fabiani, June Singleton, Gerard Belfourd, 
Mary Goulding, Ken Pemberton, Dr Margaret Reilly, Bessie Boudville, Valerie Baskett, Norah Leigh 
 
We pray for the sick:   
Roy Brocklehurst, Anne Byrne, Paul James Claridge, Christine Curl, Giacomo Dillon, John Dillon, Iolene Dur-
ham, Ann Elmer, Margaret Fennessy, Hans Halpin, Eileen Hayes, Jim Henry, Monica Hyland, John Kelsall, 
Richard Kirin, Peggy Lake, Owen McQuaid, Paul McQuinny and family, Patrick Metters, Halina Mikulko, Eddie 
Mitchell, Barry Thorpe and Patricia Weal. 
 

Readings for Sunday 1 July 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Psalter Week (B) 
Wisdom 1: 13-15; 2:23-24 
Psalm 29 
2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13-15 
Mark 5:21-43 
 

DIARY DATES 
Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30-6.15pm  

There is a drop in for the bereaved each month (except  

August) on the first Wednesday in no11. 

 

JUNE 

Monday 25 - Prayer meeting - 7.30pm in no11 
Saturday 30 - Parish Day to Walsingham - POSTPONED  

 

JULY 

Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30-6.15 

except for 9 and 6 July 

Tuesday 3 - Requiem for Valerie Parr - 12 noon 

Wednesday 4 - Bereavement Support - 10.30 - 12 noon in 
no11 

Friday 6 - Requiem for Paddy Hayes - 12 noon 

Saturday 14 - Claver Sisters’ Garden Party 

Saturday 21 - Contemplative Saturday - 11-12 in no11 

 

AUGUST 

Tuesday 7 - Requiem for Audrey Brown 11.45 am 

 

The collection last weekend raised £2167.01 plus  
£913.29 donated electronically. 

The second collection for the Day of Prayer for Human 
Life raised £657.24 

 
There will be a collection on the feast of SS Peter and 
Paul in aid of Peter’s Pence, a charity of the Pope’s 

which renders assistance to poor dioceses, religious 
institutes in financial need, the poor, children, the  

elderly and the marginalized. 
 

 Masses this week 
Sunday 24 June  Nativity of St John the Baptist 
  8.00 am Church For the people 
  9.30 am Church Gerry Ward RIP (Family Mass) 
11.00 am Church Jeanne & Pierre Champetier RIP and 
    Nancy & Stephen Dennis RIP  
  5.30 pm Church Deceased members of the  
    Brelu-Brelu family 
  7.00 pm Church Gaynor Mullane RIP 
 

Monday 25 June  Feria 

  8.15 am Church John Murnane’s pilgrims to  

    Medjugorje 

10.00 am Church Rita Martin and family members 

  7.30 pm Salesians Adoration  

 

Tuesday 26 June  Feria  

  8.15 am Claver  Josie Deegan & family members 
10.00 am Church Heidi Pitman RIP 
 
Wednesday 27 June Feria 
  8.00 am Challoner Wellbeing of Aidan Twyford 
  8.15 am Claver  Elizabeth Kelly RIP  
10.00 am  Church Mary Leonard RIP 
  7.30 pm Church Vincenzo Colonnese RIP 
  
Thursday 28 June  St Irenaeus Bishop and Martyr 
  8.15 am Claver  Keane brothers 
10.00 am Church Thanksgiving intentions of Maria  
    Mariathas 

Vigil mass for SS Peter & Paul 
 7.30 pm   For the people 
 
Friday 29 June  SS Peter and Paul Apostles 

Holy Day of Obligation 
  7.30 am Church Norah Leigh RIP 
  9.00 am Challoner Fr Sean Hearty RIP 
  9.10 am St Mary’s Shae-Louise and family 
10.00 am Church Bessie Boudville RIP 
12 noon Church David Norman RIP 
  8.00 pm Church Weal-Walkington anniv. 

 
Saturday 30 June   Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  Fr Michael Murphy RIP 
10.00 am Church Ann Haines RIP 

Reconciliation from 10.30 - 11 am and 5 - 5.55 pm 
  6.00 pm Church John McAvoy RIP (1st anniv) 

  

Sunday 1 July  Thirteenth Sunday  
  8.00 am Church Hazel Teresa Friend Pereira RIP 
  9.30 am Church For the people 
11.00 am Church Elizabeth Stannard RIP  
  5.30 pm Church Tommy Ruddy RIP 
  7.00 pm Church Louise Denny RIP 

The rosary is prayed at 9.40 every weekday and following the  
10 am Mass there is Adoration  

 


