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ENVELOPES If you would like to have your deceased family 

members remembered in the Masses during November write their 

names on a piece of paper and put it into the Holy Souls enve-

lopes provided. They will be placed in a box on the altar during 

the Masses this month. Any donations in the envelopes will go to 

PLEBISCITES AND CATHOLIC TEACHING 

Our second collection today is for the Day of Prayer for Human Life 

THIS PICTURE is an illustration of people voting in one of the 

plebiscites which confirmed Napoleon Bonaparte in power as 

First Consul of France and eventually Emperor at the beginning 

of the 19th century. Although the word plebiscite originated in the 

ancient Roman Republic as a way of consulting the whole citizen 

body about political decisions, a nationwide vote on a particular 

issue has often been used by dictators (Hitler would be another 

example) to bolster their power, and such votes have seldom 

been free. They have more legitimately been used to               

decide whether a territory should be in one country or another 

(e.g. the Saarland, Northern Ireland [?], the Danzig corridor) or 

independence (Scotland). In some countries where such votes are 

used a lot, such as Australia, there is a technical distinction     

between a plebiscite and a referendum, but in most places the 

two things are really the same. 

The flaws and limitations of this method of furthering democracy 

struck me again after the recent vote in Ireland to repeal the 8th 

amendment to the republic’s constitution. The vote and its result 

were similar to the EU Referendum in this country two years ago 

this month. Two features of both referendums bear this out. 

The first shared characteristic was that both votes were not about 

territory or borders but about moral issues. As some of us tried to 

argue in 2016, Catholic Social teaching, a branch of the Church’s 

tradition of moral theology and its claim to teach us about moral 

issues, has a lot to say about relationships between states, the 

need for shared sovereignty in the interests of cooperation and 

reconciliation, the need for solidarity among nations as opposed 

to competitiveness and antagonism, and so on. This is why the 

founding fathers of common European institutions were         

motivated by Catholic teaching. It was, and is, a moral issue. 

Similarly in Ireland the referendum was about the right to life of 

the unborn child and whether the State should protect that right 

or rather (as here) provide medical services to end that child’s 

life (a rhetorical similarity: ‘control of our borders’ and a 

woman’s ‘control over her body’: the word ‘control’). 

The second big similarity is that both votes showed how little 

notice people take of Christian teaching in the UK and Ireland. 

Earlier this year a book was published about the 1975 European 

referendum – there is a whole chapter about the part the churches 

played in the campaign, and in the mid 70s the churches had a 

much more influential role in public life in the UK. A similar 

book about the 2016 referendum would be hard pressed to     

construct such a chapter: little was said, and no notice was taken. 

Similarly in Ireland the bishops of the Church decided, for under-

standable reasons, to keep a low profile in the recent campaign, 

and the one thing everybody can agree about in Ireland is that 

they have lost an immense amount of authority. Of course    

scandals and decline in the practice of Christianity in both    

countries do not mean that the Church shouldn’t speak out or try 

to guide people; but perhaps we need to have realistic             

expectations about our influence. 

The Church in its moral teaching unequivocally supports        

democratic and representative forms of government. This has, of 

course, only really become true in the last century or so and    

certainly wasn’t true in the days of Napoleon. That is why at 

elections we are rightly urged by the bishops to exercise our right 

to vote and the Church in lots of ways encourages Catholics to 

get involved in political life (e.g. the Faith in Politics programme 

for parliamentary interns run by our Bishops Conference, with 

which I am involved). But this support is not absolute or         

unconditional. The Catechism, reflecting consistent teaching 

from St John Paul II and Benedict XVI in particular, makes it 

clear that democracies – governments, parliaments and referen-

dums – don’t have the moral right to make immoral decisions. 

Morality is not decided by any kind of popular vote. 

What is particularly questionable is when politicians decide on a 

referendum to get them out of a difficult situation in their own 

parties (Harold Wilson in 1975 and David Cameron in 2016). 

Representative democracy means that basically we elect         

politicians to take decisions on our behalf. I realise we are   

probably lumbered with referendums and plebiscites, particularly 

in Ireland where, as in other places, they’re written into the    

constitution, and even here the only way the vote of two years 

ago could be reversed is by having another vote. But Catholics 

should certainly have reservations.   

 

mailto:ashleybeck88@hotmail.com
mailto:stedmundsparish@btconnect.com


PARISH NEWS  

 

 

The Catholic Truth Society  
warmly invites you to  

A Mass of Thanksgiving  
in honour of its  

150th Anniversary.  
The Mass will be celebrated by  

His Eminence Cardinal Vincent Nichols,  
on Tuesday 19th June, 2.15pm,  

at Westminster Cathedral.  
No invitation is necessary to attend the Mass.  

For more information: onefifties.org/events  
 

 

Two very important ministries in the parish are the       
catechists and the choirs.  I would like to take this         
opportunity to thank those who teach and instruct our   
children, preparing them for Holy Communion and our 
young people preparing for Confirmation. 
Thank you, also, to the choirs who led us in our worship at 
the Confirmation Mass last Thursday evening and the First 
Holy Communion Mass on Saturday morning. 
The same leadership and support will also be shown this 
Saturday as more than 50 children make their First Holy 
Communion both at Bishop Challoner School and at the 
10am and 12noon Masses here at St Edmunds. 

Fr Steve 

FIRST - FIRST HOLY COMMUNION  

ALTAR SERVERS SUMMER BREAK 
Tuesday 7 - Friday 10 August 

Woldingham School, Surrey - £145 
This is an excellent few days for boy and girl servers aged 

10 - 15.  Meeting in a holiday atmosphere, activities will 
include talks, discussions, prayer, daily Mass, as well as a 

visit to Chessington World of Adventure,  
Laser Elite and sport and swimming on site.   

More details and application form can be downloaded from 
www.stanselm01@googlemail.com   

NO PARKING ON THE FORECOURT PLEASE 

On the morning of Saturday 9 June, 37 children from our 
Saturday Catechism Class made their first Holy          
Communion.  They have been attending classes for the 
last two years and Saturday saw them receive the        
Sacrament.  It was a wonderful and moving occasion, with 
the Spirit strong amongst us. Many thanks to the clergy, 
choir, servers and all those who helped in the church and 
in the hall. 

HUMAN SLAVERY AND TRAFFICKING 
One of the themes of this weekend’s Day for Life is the 
terrible and worsening incidence of human slavery and  
trafficking in this country.  The churches have recently 
taken a very practical initiative in relation to something 
many of us do frequently - getting our cars washed.  Our 
archbishop has asked us to back this - it is a Safe Car 
Wash app for our mobile phones, free to download.  You 
will be asked questions about the place where you’re    
having your car washed and if things look ‘dodgy’ (an    
example is not actually paying very much) details will be 
passed on anonymously to the authorities to try and help 
people who are being forced to work under bad conditions. 

CONTEMPLATIVE SATURDAY 
23 June -11am - 12 noon in No 11 

Please join us 

GIFT AID BOXES 
Please contact the parish office if you have not yet  

collected your Gift Aid envelopes or if you give  
electronically and would like to receive a small pack of 

envelopes for the second collections only. 

FOLK CHOIR 
Unfortunately the choir is unable to sing at 5.30pm Mass 

this Sunday but we hope to see you next Sunday. 

ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP 
Monday 2 July 6.30pm 

Our next parish walk will be a gentle evening stroll around 
Beckenham Place Park. 

Suitable for all. 

PARISH DAY TO WALSINGHAM - POSTPONED 
The parish day trip to Walsingham has unfortunately had to 
be postponed. If you have already purchased your ticket for 

30 June, please contact the office to receive your refund.  

LAPTOP  
If you have recently upgraded your laptop and are looking for 

a new home for your earlier model, Fr Steve would love to 
hear from you (or leave a message with the office). 

Sadly my brief stay at St Edmund’s has come to an end.  I 
would like to thank Fr Steve, Fr Simplicio, Fr Ashley,     
Deacon Sean and all of you for welcoming me so warmly.   
I will keep you all in my prayers and please keep me in 
yours as I go back to my seminary studies. 

https://ctsbooks.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=17a254c5052f4d1342b8e2100&id=f2a037859a&e=dcf5624c62


 The Living Well Foodbank which 
is situated at Holy Trinity Church 
in Penge needs help with local 
food collections.  Help is required 
on a Thursday evening at about 
7.30pm to collect food donations 
from local shops and take the   
donations to the church.  It is    
intended that volunteers will form 
part of a rota so that the          
commitment will be once a month.  
If you can help please email Mary 
Elliot at maryelliot10@icloud.com 
or call on 0744 6952 849.   
Thank you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learn some of the Catholic history of London.  Join one of 
the summer evening walks in June and July.  Visit some of 
the beautiful pre-reformation churches in the City, walk 
through the West End and learn about the development of 
Catholic London, or visit Britain’s only Catholic university, 
St Mary’s Twickenham.  You can also join the Annual   
Martyrs’ Walk from St Sepulchre tracing the route of the 
martyrs to the site of their execution at Tyburn, concluding 
with Benediction.  See the poster in the porch or contact 
chwalkslondon@gmail.com 

Archbishop Peter has asked that all Southwark parishioners 
are made aware of these websites. 
 
The Diocesan Adoremus web page: 
www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/2018Eucharist.htm 
The Adoremus pages of the Bishops’ Conference: 
www.catholicnews.org.uk/Home/Special-Events/Adoremus-
National-Eucharistic-Pilgrimage or more easily : 
tinyurl.com/y7m9b8gq  
 
Please do take a look at them. 

 

 Catholic Singles is an organisation 
which helps single Catholics of all 
ages (over 18 years) meet other single 
Catholics, either one to one or through 
social events.  Take a look at  
www.ca tho l ics ing les .org .uk  or           
tel. 0161 941 3498  

COLOMA GIRLS SCHOOL SUMMER MUSIC FESTIVAL 
SATURDAY 7 JULY 12 noon to 4 pm 
TO HONOUR MRS MEYER 
The Coloma Parents' Association is holding 
a Summer Music Festival on 7 July to   
honour  Mrs Meyer.  Entrance is £2.00 per 
adult and 50p per child.  The day will     
include performances from past and      
present Coloma pupils as well as external 
acts (e.g. Pop Choir). There will be a BBQ, Beer/Pimms 
Tents, Human Demolition and large slide inflatables, as 
well as tea/scones, tuck shop, grand raffle etc.  We hope 
you can  support this event, to which everyone is welcome.  
If you would like more details please send an email 
to coloma.pa@hotmail.co.uk. 

 
URGENT REQUEST FOR  
FOODBANK SUPPLIES 

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, 66 LENNARD ROAD, SE20 7LX 

We have received an urgent request from the  Foodbank.  
Supplies are very low.  Each week they provide 160 bags 
of food to people in Penge and surrounding areas. 
They urgently need donations of tinned goods:  tinned 
meat, baked beans, soups, tinned vegetables (carrots, 
sweetcorn, mixed veg), tinned fruit, UHT milk, instant 
mashed potatoes, rice and packets of microwaveable rice. 

Also needed are toilet rolls and toiletries - men's shower 
gel and deodorants, shaving foam etc.  (Please nothing 
containing alcohol). 

At the moment they do not need teabags, pasta, pulses, 
tinned fish, soap or toothpaste. 

 

The Foodbank is open on Tuesdays (3pm - 4pm), Fridays 
(1pm - 3pm) and Saturdays (11am - 12noon) when        
donations can be dropped off.  If you are unable to get to 
Lennard Road please leave items at the back of the 
church. 

PERHAPS A LITTLE CRAZY BUT  
all in a good cause 

One of our parishioners, Karen Ward, is preparing to do 
a skydive to raise money for St Christopher’s Hospice. 
You can donate on www.virginmoneygiving.com/giving/
makeadonation and look for  
Karen Ward or you can hand  
donations in at the office in an  
envelope marked  
Karen Ward Skydive.  

COUNCIL OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS 
Bromley Reform Synagogue  

Annual Jubilee Lecture 
Sunday 15 July 2018 

 
Elizabeth Harris-Sawczenko 

Director of Council of Christians and Jews 
“How living in Jerusalum for 23 years changed my under-

standing of the Middle East: One Woman’s View”  
At Bromley Synagogue, 28 Highland Road, Bromley 

Refreshments from 3.30pm 
Talk at 4.00pm 

To book a place, please contact Stephen Weil on 
020 8693 2051 or email: stephen.weil@talk21.com 

CATHOLIC CERTIFICATE IN RELIGIOUS  
STUDIES (CCRS) 
The nationally accredited CCRS provides an introduction 
to Catholic theology for teachers, catechists, chaplains 
and school governors.  If you would like to find out more 
please come to one of our introductory evenings in Sep-
tember.  Details on poster in the porch or from 
www.ccftootingbec.org.uk 

https://rcsouthwark.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a40ab1a35eac7236d856fe882&id=c251935f0f&e=6cfac3b131
https://rcsouthwark.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a40ab1a35eac7236d856fe882&id=192cd3532d&e=6cfac3b131
https://rcsouthwark.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a40ab1a35eac7236d856fe882&id=192cd3532d&e=6cfac3b131
https://rcsouthwark.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a40ab1a35eac7236d856fe882&id=3012127253&e=6cfac3b131
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COLLECTION 

Last week’s collection came to £2110.97.   
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:   
Monica Wells, Anita Leslau, Anthony Mensah, Thomas Hayes, Sr Agnes Collect, Martin Birrane, Anne Shaw, 
Maria Bueno, Myles Dempsey, Fr Sean Hearty and Audrey Brown. 
 
We pray for those whose anniversaries are this week:   
Eddie Dowling, Rose Medley, Canon John Naughton, Robert Fry, Ruby Cunningham, Frank Mansfield,  
Bébé Lily Chui, Stan Ziolek, Hannah Marshall, Sophie Peter, Carol Anaele, Patricia James, Michael O’Brien, 
Canon Patrick Pearson, and William Foster. 
 
We pray for the sick:   
Roy Brocklehurst, Anne Byrne, Paul James Claridge, Christine Curl, Giacomo Dillon, John Dillon, Ann Elmer, 
Margaret Fennessy, Hans Halpin, Eileen Hayes, Jim Henry, Monica Hyland, John Kelsall, Richard Kirin, Peggy 
Lake, Owen McQuaid, Paul McQuinny and family, Patrick Metters, Halina Mikulko, Eddie Mitchell, Val Parr, 
John Quaife, Sandra Sekulic, John Sylvester, Freda Wukolz, and George Wukolz. 
 

Readings for Sunday 24 June (Mass during the day) 
Nativity of St John the Baptist (Solemnity) (B) 
Isaiah 49:1-6 
Psalm 138 
Acts 13:22-26 
Luke 1:57-66,80 
 

 
DIARY DATES 
Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30-6.15pm  

There is a drop in for the bereaved each month on the first 
Wednesday in no11. 

 

JUNE 

Saturday  23 - Contemplative Saturday from 11-12 in no11.  
Monday 25 - Prayer meeting - 7.30pm in no11 
Saturday 30 - Parish Day to Walsingham - POSTPONED  

 

JULY 

Wednesday 4 - Bereavement Support - 10.30 - 12 noon in 
no11 

Saturday 14 - Claver Sisters’ Garden Party 

 

The collection last weekend raised £2340.81 plus  
£1601.13 donated electronically. 
The second collection for CaTEW  

raised £902.17 
Thank you for your continuing generosity 

 

 June 17 - June 24 
 
Sunday 17 June  Eleventh Sunday 
  8.00 am Church Private Intention 
  9.30 am Church Ints of the White family 
11.00 am Church Clare and Peter Devine RIP 
  5.30 pm Church Ints of the Brownlee family 
  7.00 pm Church For the people 
 

Monday 18 June  Feria 

  8.15 am Church Ints of the O’Rourke family 

10.00 am Church Amanda McDonald RIP 

  7.30 pm Salesians Adoration  

 

Tuesday 19 June  Feria (St Romuald) 

  8.15 am Claver  The forgotten Holy Souls in Purgatory 
10.00 am Church Linda White RIP 
 
Wednesday 20 June St Alban 
  8.00 am Challoner Wellbeing of Eddie O’Hehir 
  8.15 am Claver  Mary Buck  
10.00 am  Church Stan Ziolek RIP 
  4.00 pm Church Reception of Anne Shaw RIP 
  7.30 pm Church Ints of Weal family 
  
Thursday 21 June  St Aloysius Gonzaga 
  8.15 am Claver  Caroline Anaele RIP 
10.00 am Church Mr Hamilton RIP 
11.00 am Church Requiem Mass for Anne Shaw 
 
Friday 22 June  St John Fisher & St Thomas More 
  8.15 am Claver  All deceased Salesian Sisters 
  9.10 am St Mary’s No Mass 
10.00 am Church Michael Howard 

 
Saturday 23 June   Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  Ellen Keane 
10.00 am Church Orlando Campos RIP 

Reconciliation from 10.30 - 11 am and 5 - 5.55 pm 
  6.00 pm Church Crescenzo & Delisa Panetta RIP 

  

Sunday 24 June  Nativity of St John the Baptist 
  8.00 am Church For the people 
  9.30 am Church Gerry Ward RIP (Family Mass) 
11.00 am Church Jeanne & Pierre Champetier RIP and 
    Nancy & Stephen Dennis RIP  
  5.30 pm Church Deceased members of the  
    Brelu-Brelu family 
  7.00 pm Church Gaynor Mullane RIP 
 

The rosary is prayed at 9.40 every weekday and following the  
10 am Mass there is Adoration  

 

 


