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ENVELOPES If you would like to have your deceased family 

members remembered in the Masses during November write their 

names on a piece of paper and put it into the Holy Souls enve-

lopes provided. They will be placed in a box on the altar during 

the Masses this month. Any donations in the envelopes will go to 

MARY, OUR TRUE QUEEN, AT PENTECOST 

TODAY, Whitsunday or Pentecost is one 

of the great feast days of the year in the 

Christian calendar, after Easter and  

Christmas. We reach the culmination of 

the Easter season, celebrating the coming 

of the Holy Spirit on the disciples of Jesus 

and on his blessed Mother Mary.  One of 

the great Eastertide images of Our Lady is 

of her being with the disciples in the    

Upper Room, waiting for the coming of 

the Holy Spirit. 

Our Lady helps us understand both the 

Easter season and Whitsunday more 

deeply, and this is being emphasised by a 

change to the Church’s calendar which 

comes into force this year.  We have been 

thinking during the Easter season about 

the Church, and one of the final acts of the 

Second Vatican Council just over fifty 

years ago was to proclaim Mary to be the 

Mother of the Church: accordingly Pope 

Francis has established next Monday, 

Whit Monday, as a special memorial of 

Our Lady, Mother of the Church, and we 

will be observing this for the first time this 

year. The Council did not produce a   

document about Mary, which surprised 

some people at the time; instead she is 

given a whole chapter in the document about the Church, and this 

is helpful.  Mary is our Mother because she is the Mother of the 

Church, present with the disciples at the Church’s beginning 

when the Holy Spirit came upon them all.  Therefore our love for 

Mary as our Mother, if it is authentic, has to inspire us to show a 

deeper love for the Church, a deeper sense of loyalty to her and to 

her teachings.  

Devotion to Our Lady in the Easter season, and on WhitSunday, 

is accompanied by another idea peculiar to the month of May, 

which is of course mostly in the Easter season (depending on the 

date of Easter each year).  This is devotion to Our Lady as Queen. 

On Friday in our school, as happens every year, one of the      

children crowned the statue of the Blessed Mother in the school 

grounds with a ringlet of flowers, after hundreds of the children 

had each laid flowers at the foot of the statue.  This  traditional act 

of love, accompanied by the singing of traditional hymns (‘Queen 

of the angels and Queen of the May’) and the recitation of the 

rosary, is one of the annual highlights of parish life here and of 

the life of the school. 

When we use the language of ‘queen-

ship’ of Our Lady we are doing several 

things.  In the first place we are making 

a statement that she is at the centre of 

our lives as Catholic Christians.  She is 

always close to her Son, and always 

close to his disciples - those in the  

Upper Room as the Holy Spirit came, 

and ourselves.  She is praying for us, 

she is with us on our Christian journey; 

she is also an example and a role 

model for our lives as we seek to be 

more attentive to the voice of the Holy 

Spirit.  Remember what she says to the 

servants at John’s account of the    

wedding at Cana in Galilee: ‘Do what-

ever he tells you.’ This is Mary’s mes-

sage for all of us, to follow the teach-

ings of Jesus and of his Church. 

Secondly we are saying something 

about the idea of being a queen.  We 

don’t appropriate the trappings of 

earthly rulers and put them on Mary - 

we change what the idea means.  If 

God incarnate had wanted to be born of 

a queen or a princess in a palace he 

would have done so: instead, he is born 

of a humble and poor woman, a member of an oppressed people. 

In her life on earth Our Lady knows nothing of earthly power and 

riches; much of her life is marked by fear and sadness.  The 

Church repeatedly points out that she ‘stands out among the poor 

and humble of the Lord’ (as Blessed Paul VI put it) -  we should 

never try to make her into an earthly queen. Her place in our lives 

as a friend and a role model overturns the world’s false ideas of 

power, wealth and prestige; she challenges empty celebrity     

culture.  When we venerate her as our true Queen, we’re         

proclaiming that all our values are different; and Mary offers us 

the path to true joy, in faithfulness to God.  When she receives the 

Holy Spirit alongside the disciples at Pentecost, all of us as her 

children, receiving the same Spirit, are given a renewed sense of 

identity as Christians.  

Next weekend is our usual collection of items for refugees and asylum seekers 
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PARISH NEWS  

 

PARISH DAY TO WALSINGHAM 
Saturday 30 June 

£20 per seat 
 

We have had only a handful of bookings for this  
special day.  If you want to be part of it please book your 

place now. 
 
 

Fr Steve will be leading a day trip to Walsingham at the end 
of June.   

Please be aware before you book that it will be a long day.  
The coach will leave St Edmund’s at 7am prompt and will 

return at about 8pm. 
 

You must be confident that you can get on and off the 
coach and are happy with the length of the drive. 

 
There are booking forms at the back of the church.  Please 
fill one in fully for each booking.  The options of how to 
pay are on the form.  Payment must be made at the 

time of the booking. 
 

 ROSARY EVENING 
The Salesian Sisters at 25 Village Way would like to invite 

all to come and join them honouring Our Lady in this 
month of May. 

They would like to gather at about 7.00pm on Thursday 
May 24, which is the feast of Mary Help of Christians, to 

pray a decade of the Rosary followed by a cup of tea and 
a chat.  

They look forward to welcoming you all. 

VISIT TO THE SHRINE OF  
JULIAN OF NORWICH 

A few of us from the meditation group 
will be travelling to Norwich on Friday 
8 June to visit the shrine of Julian of  
Norwich and discover more about the 
life and writings of this great medieval 
English mystic. We will take part in a 
silent prayer meeting in her cell during 
the morning and  enjoy some tea and 
conviviality in the Julian Centre after-
wards. We will also visit the Catholic 
Cathedral of St John the Baptist. 
This is not a parish pilgrimage but others are welcome to 
join us. It will mean a very early start from Liverpool Street 
Station and we expect to be back in London by 6.30pm. 
Ability to walk is essential. Please let the Parish Office know 
if you are interested by 1 June and we will provide further 
detail. 

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT 
FRIDAY PRAYER MEETING 

 
This Friday as always on the last Friday of the month some 
of us gather together for our prayer meeting which is held 
at No 11 Village Way.  You are warmly invited to join us for 
PRAYER, PRAISE and sharing GOD’S WORD, from which 
Words of Knowledge and Prophesy may grow. 
 
If you would like to come along you are more than welcome 
even if it’s for a short while.  We start at 7.30 and finish 
shortly after 9.00pm - Please bring your Bible. 

Fr Steve  

SICK LIST  - PLEASE GET IN TOUCH 
Our sick list has once again grown.  If your name is on it or 
you requested that a name be included please think     
carefully about whether that name needs still to be         
there.  From the first newsletter in June we will include 
only those names that have been asked for again. 

COLLECTION FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS AND 
REFUGEES IN LONDON 

NEXT WEEKEND we have our regular collection of items for 

asylum seekers and refugees living at the London Catholic 

Worker community house in north London.   

This is what they would like:  tinned tomatoes, nuts,   raisins, 

cheese, tuna, chilli sauce, rice, couscous, pulses, olive oil, 

cooking oil, vinegar, mayo, spices, sugar, sunflower seeds, 

low-fat spread, fruit juice, herbal teabags, drinking chocolate, 

instant coffee, cereals, jam, marmalade, honey, peanut   

butter, chocolate spread, stock cubes,  toilet paper,      

shampoo, liquid soap, deodorant, shaving products, body 

lotion, cleaning products, incense sticks, and tea lights.   

Please NO tinned soup, tinned spaghetti, baked beans 

or pork. 

The Catholic Workers Community House relies  

ENTIRELY on donations to feed its residents. 

PROTECTING YOUR DATA 
New data protection laws come into effect at the end  

of this month.   
Our implementation of ChurchSuite, a church              

management computer system (which replaced our old 
paper based census) allows us to communicate with you 
in a more secure way.  Please be assured that we only 

use your data to contact you with St Edmunds’ news and 
for parish purposes.  We will never give your information 
to third parties.  You can log on to ChurchSuite to check 
the information we have is up to date and to make any 

changes you feel necessary.  If you have any  
questions or experience difficulties logging on to  

ChurchSuite, please contact the parish office. 

ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
Friday 25 May 
11.00 am Mass 
As part of St Mary’s School celebrations 
for their 50th Anniversary, parents and 
friends are invited to attend a special 
Mass to be followed by a picnic on the 
field. 
 
Please see the poster in the porch for 
more details. 
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CLAVER SISTERS GARDEN PARTY 
Saturday 14 July 

 
The Claver Sisters hope to raise £6000 at their Garden 

Party on 14 July to buy equipment that will enable a 
group of contemplative nuns in Cameroon to make  

communion hosts. 
 

Please start to collect items for the Sisters to sell: bottles, 
jams and marmalades, books, toiletries, DVDs, plants,  

luxury items for the hamper and the raffle.   

DEMENTIA AWARENESS WEEK 
Monday 21 to Sunday 27 May 

 
Sunday 20 May 

3.00 pm at 
St James the Great Church, 

Petts Wood 
 

There will be a service followed by refreshments. 
For further information please contact  

parish.office@stjamespettswood.org or call 01689 827100 
 

St James’s Church also runs a group for those living with 
dementia.  All are welcome and further information can be 

obtained from their Parish Office 

AN INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION 
The Eucharistic Miracles of the World.  

Throughout May at  
St. Anselm’s Dartford, DA1 2HJ.  

There are also events during the month to promote  
devotion and love of the Eucharist.  

For more details contact  
Fr. Stephen Boyle : 01322 220 075, 
email:stanselm01@googlemail.com  

or visit the website:www.stanselmsdartford.wordpress.com. 
or :http://www.miracolieucaristici.org/ 

DROP IN CAFE 
St Edmund’s and friends set up the first Drop-In for 

people who have dementia more than five years ago.  
It is still run by a wonderful group of volunteers of all 

faiths and none. 
Please mention to friends and neighbours with memory  

problems that they are welcome to attend the Drop In Cafe 
with their carer or a friend. The Cafe runs every Thursday 

afternoon from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and is a friendly and         
welcoming place to be for a couple of hours.                     

The Drop In Cafe meets either in the Hall or no. 11 but will 
be signposted each week. 

If you want to speak to someone about the Cafe please 
call 0208 659 1990 and leave a message. 

GIFT AID ENVELOPES 
Gift Aid envelopes for use from 3 June are now ready for 

collection from the back of the church.  This year to reduce 

the number of packets required the envelopes have been 

renumbered.  Those of you who kindly donate by standing 

order have been allocated numbers from 600 up and have 

special packs containing only envelopes for special  

collections.  Please pick yours up today. 

CONSIDERING OUR ENVIRONMENT 

Pope Francis has encouraged us all to consider the 
stewardship of our planet.  On 2 June between 10 am 
and 4 pm at St Mary’s Church, West Croydon all are 
invited to attend Mass and the Justice and Peace Spring 
Assembly at which thought will be given to the shape of 
the Environmental Policy of Southwark Diocese.  Please 
bring a packed lunch.  Tea and coffee will be provided. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCOPE - BECKENHAM HIGH STREET 
Our local Scope shop is looking for more volunteers to do 
a wide range of jobs within the store. There are volunteer 
roles for everybody, from helping on the shop floor,     
customer service, operating the till, and sorting/preparing 
donations.  If anyone is interested in volunteering please     
contact Wendy via Beckenham.shop@scope.org.uk or 
call in to the shop. 

Have you thought about taking a Catholic newspaper or 
periodical on a regular basis?  It will help you keep abreast 
of what is happening in the Church and keep you informed 
of developments and changes.  We have available the 
Catholic Herald and Tablet and the Universe and  Catholic 
Times.  Take a look at the CTS stand too which has a  
selection of little books on a variety of interesting topics. 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who came to the SVP coffee 
morning last Saturday.  In case you missed it and would 
like to get in touch with us about anything at all, don't  
hesitate to email us on beckenhamsvp@gmail.com  

CHURCH SHOP 
Our Church Shop manages to stock an amazing range of 
gifts and religious items in its tiny space.  It is open after 
all Sunday masses and is also open between 10.30 to  

2 pm every Saturday.  Please remember to visit it to pur-
chase gifts for First Holy Communion and Confirmation 

and also to buy cards, candles and crucifixes. 
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COLLECTION 

Last week’s collection came to £2110.97.   
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Monica Wells, Eddie Podesta, Rosalita Mamboya, Pamela Tocher and Umberto Ferrando. 
 
Those whose anniversaries are this week:  Kathleen Yourell, Paul Skelly, Joseph Keapock, Mary Smith, Patrick Callaghan, John Banfield, Suzanne 
Podesta, Eliana Palacios, Terence Thornton, Michael McGee, Frances Friend-Pereira, Catherine Casey, Jack McCarthy, Christine Thomas. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Peter Appleyard, Baby Valentina Attard, Mary Atsu, James Bekoe, Kim Benardis, Roy Brocklehurst, Christopher Browne, Edith 
Campos, Vienna-Marie Carpenter, Paul James Claridge, Tony Cox, Ann Couper-Johnson, Christine Curl, Giacomo Dillon, John Dillon, Rita Dixon,   
Elizabeth, David Edwards, Ann Elmer, Margaret Fennessy, Umberto Ferrando, Luigi Ferrara, Ethna Fitzgerald, Suzette Fox, Barry Gardiner, Baby 
Megan May Gavey, Isabelle Ghawi, Philomena Guard, Hans Halpin, Eileen Hayes, Pat Hibberd, Norman Holland, Frank Holmes, Daphne Hoyles,  
Frances Hughes, Dave Hustwayte, Monica Hyland, Kathy Jobson, Alabooso Joe-Jim, Victoria Jovanov, Zara Kadi, Fr Peter Kelly, Keith Kench, Richard 
Kirin, Grace Knight, Peggy Lake, Noah Langan, Anita Leslau, Sarah Lister, Mim Lodge, Jo McCarthy, Eamonn McGeeham, Kathleen McGeehan,  
Dominic McGrath, Jim McGrath, Natalie McGrath, Mickey McGuigan, Paul McQuinny and family, Patrick Metters, Halina Mikulko, Eddie Mitchell,     
Dominic Nash, Sean O’Connor, Valerie Parr, Leonard Pope, John Quaife, Kieran Quinn, Louise Ridge, Gabriella Rolls, Sandra Sekulic, Marie-Therese 
Sinon, Mike & Eileen Slemen, Mary Smith, Rebecca Strong, Jo Subieta, Eleni Symeou, John Sylvester, Sarah Thornton, Barry Thorp, Toma Toma, Katie 
Toone, Jeanne Tadier, Barbara Tucker, Shirley Turner, Hilary Walker, Jimmy Walters, Louise Walters, Patricia Weal, Terry Weal,  Emma Winch, Freda 
Wukolz, George Wukolz and Maureen Young. 
 

This list will be used until the end of May.  If you wish a name to continue on the list please contact the  
Parish Office, preferably by email or by posting a note through the door. 

 

Readings for Sunday 27 May 
The Most Holy Trinity(B) Psalter Week 3 
Deuteronomy 4: 32-34, 39-40 
Psalm 32 
Romans 8: 14-17 
Matthew 28: 16-20 
 

DIARY DATES 

MAY 

Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30-6.15pm -  

includes Bank Holidays 

Friday 25 - Prayer Meeting - no 11 - 7.30pm 

Saturday 26 - Contemplative Saturday from 11-12 in no 11 
Wednesday 30 - Requiem for Umberto Ferrando - 2.00pm 
 

JUNE 

Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30-6.15pm  

There is a drop in for the bereaved each month on the first 
Wednesday in no11. 

Friday 1 - Requiem for Pamela Tocher 9.45 am 

Wednesday 6 - Bereavement Support - 10.30-12 noon in 
no11. 

Saturday 23 - Contemplative Saturday from 11-12 in no11.  
Saturday 30 - Parish Day to Walsingham 

 

JULY 

Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30-6.15pm  

Wednesday 4 - Bereavement Support - 10.30 - 12noon in 
no11 

Saturday 14 - Claver Sisters’ Garden Party 

 

The collection last weekend raised £2001.78 plus  
£1478.94 donated electronically. 

The collection for World Communications Day  
raised £1156.09 

Thank you for your continued generosity. 
. 

  MASSES AND SERVICES May 20 - 27 
 
Sunday 20 May  Pentecost Sunday 
  8.00 am Church For the people 
  9.30 am Church Mary Smith RIP (anniv) 
11.00 am Church Jeanne & Pierre Champetier RIP & 
    Nancy & Stephen Dennis RIP (Latin) 
  5.30 pm Church Paddy & Erika Curtin RIP 
  7.00 pm Church John Murnane’s orphans and  
    benefactors. 
 

Monday 21 May  Mary, Mother of the Church  

  8.15 am Church Ints of the Salesian Sisters 

10.00 am Church John Richards RIP (anniv) 

  7.30 pm Salesians Adoration  

 

Tuesday 22 May  Feria (St Rita of Cascia) 

  8.15 am Claver  O’Keefe family 
10.00 am Church Louise Mayungbe (birthday ints) 
 
Wednesday 23 May  Feria 
  8.00 am Challoner Ints of Michael Keany 
  8.15 am  Claver  Ints of the Hickey family 
10.00 am  Church May Fitzgerald RIP 
  7.30 pm Church Ints of the Banfield family  
  
Thursday 24 May    Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Eternal 
    High Priest 
  8.15am Claver  All deceased Salesian sisters 
10.00 am Church Francis Joseph Friend-Pereira RIP 
  8.00 pm Claver  Adoration & Benediction 
 
Friday 25 May  St Bede the Venerable 
  8.15 am Claver  Dec’d parents and friends of the  
    Salesian family 
10.00 am Church Terence Thornton RIP 
11.00 am St Mary’s 50th Anniversary Mass  
 

 
Saturday 26 May   St Philip Neri 
  8.15 am Claver  Health & wellbeing of Lodzie & Adam 
10.00 am Church Irmina & Graham Stirling RIP 
  6.00 pm Church Crescenzo & Delisa Panetta RIP 

 Reconciliation from 10.30 - 11 am and 5 - 5.55pm 

 

Sunday 27 May  The Most Holy Trinity 
  8.00 am Church For the people 
  9.30 am Church Kate Beavan & family (family mass) 
11.00 am Church Joan Begg RIP 
  5.30 pm Church Trevor Binley RIP 
  7.00 pm Church Joe Vesey RIP. 

 


