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ENVELOPES If you would like to have your deceased family 

members remembered in the Masses during November write their 

names on a piece of paper and put it into the Holy Souls enve-

lopes provided. They will be placed in a box on the altar during 

the Masses this month. Any donations in the envelopes will go to 

THE ABIDING MESSAGE OF MARTIN LUTHER KING  

W HE N T HE HO LY F AT HE R          

addressed the United States Congress in 

September 2015 he mentioned four    

particularly outstanding Americans 

(shown here).  Two were Catholics, the 

journalist and founder of the Catholic 

Workers the Servant of God Dorothy 

Day (of whom, I suspect, many       

members of Congress knew little or 

nothing) and the Cistercian spiritual 

writer Thomas Merton; two were not 

Catholics, President Abraham Lincoln 

and the civil rights activist and Baptist 

Minister, Dr Martin Luther King Jr. 

The fiftieth anniversary of Dr King’s 

assassination was earlier this month, just 

after Easter.  His death, although he had 

been warned repeatedly of threats 

against his life, shocked the world, including many Catholics. 

Dorothy Day wrote in The Catholic Worker ‘Martin Luther 

King died daily, as St Paul said.  He faced death daily and said 

a number of times that he knew he would be killed for the 

faith he had in him. The faith that men could live together as 

brothers.  The faith in the gospel teaching of nonviolence.  The 

faith that man is capable of change, of growing in love…

Always, I think, I will weep when I hear the song “We Shall 

Overcome” and when I read the words “Free at last, Free at 

last. Great God Almighty, Free at last.”’        
The second Catholic mentioned by the pope, Fr Thomas Merton, 

wrote a letter of condolence to King’s widow which has survived.  

Books, documentaries and films about King’s life give a         

horrifying picture of the depth of racism and hatred in the United 

States a mere fifty years ago; it is perhaps easy for us to forget 

exactly how recent this was.  The anniversary of his death is not 

the only reminder of how bad things were in 1968, as this month 

also marks the fiftieth anniversary of the politician Enoch      

Powell’s notorious ‘Rivers of Blood’ speech, also marked by  

articles and analysis.  Both anniversaries give us the opportunity 

to refresh our understanding of Catholic teaching about racism - 

as the Easter season is about what it means to be part of the 

Church, we have a responsibility to strengthen our faith.  The fact 

that King was a Baptist and not a Catholic is significant:         

combating the evil of racism, wherever it is found, is something 

which has brought Christians from different backgrounds closer 

together, back in the 1960s and much more confidently now.   

One of the clearest summaries of what the Church teaches,    

drawing on various sources, is in a book called the Compendium 

of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 

here talking about the international 

community: ‘Despite the widespread 

aspiration to build an authentic    

international community, the unity of 

the human family is not yet becoming 

a reality. This is due to obstacles 

originating in materialistic and     

nationalistic ideologies that contra-

dict the values of the person          

integrally considered in all his      

various dimensions, material and 

spiritual, individual and community.  

In particular, any theory or form 

whatsoever of racism and racial   

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i s  m o r a l l y                   

unacceptable’ (section 433). 

Racism is not simply about being un-

charitable or nasty towards other people - it’s really a denial of the 

Christian doctrine of creation, an act of blasphemy.  Our faith 

teaches us that all men and women are created in the image and 

likeness of God, with a dignity and sacredness as persons which 

comes from God.  If we discriminate on the grounds of ethnic 

background we are denying that doctrine.  All Christians have 

grown in their understanding of what this means in the last fifty 

years, in no small part because of the heroic witness of people like 

Martin Luther King, as also of the countless Christians and others 

who witnessed against institutional racism in what is now       

Zimbabwe and in South Africa under apartheid.  

Much has improved since the dark days of 1968.  However, many 

of you will know, if you are black, Asian, Eastern European or 

Irish, that there is still discrimination and racism in this country.  

Many commentators this month, reflecting on these anniversaries, 

have shown how the shadows linked to King’s murder and     

Powell’s speech still hang over the United States and Europe.  

Indeed we have seen in the last week Powell’s ghost in the Home 

Office.  Catholics have a particular opportunity to witness to our 

faith in the constant battle against racism: this is because, much 

more than is true of most other churches in this country, we are a 

genuinely international church.  Indeed this is more true of this 

parish than it was twenty years ago - we have families in our   

parish from countless different countries in the world, and this has 

enriched our community  enormously.  This requires us to make 

sure we know what the Church teaches in the name of Jesus; it 

also needs confidence and courage.   

Today’s second collection is for Ecclesiastical Education.   
Next week it is for the upkeep of St George’s Cathedral, Southwark 
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PARISH NEWS 
 

 

 

CHURCHSUITE 
You will know by now that St Edmund’s has a parishioner 
website and App where you can register yourself and your 
family to:  

 Receive an email copy of the weekly newsletter each 
 Friday  

 Keep up-to-date with church events 

 Set up online giving  

 Keep your details up-to-date 

 Keep track of your parish correspondence 

 Check your GiftAid donations and print your GiftAid  
 annual summary  
Go to www.saintedmunds.net and complete the online form 
on the Parishioner Tab 
 

Online Giving 
Already registered for ChurchSuite? 
You can now make donations electronically through 
ChurchSuite App (My Giving) or via the parish website. We 
are aiming to convert as much as possible of our Sunday   
collections from coins and notes in the basket to electronic 
giving.  Not only is electronic giving convenient for you; but 
it means we have less cash to take to the bank every week.  
If you sign up for online giving just pick up one of the blue          
‘I donate electronically’ cards from the back of the church 
each time you come to Mass and simply drop it in the bas-
ket when it comes around.  
Please remember to tick the GiftAid box (assuming you are 
a UK taxpayer of course). 

GiftAid Envelopes  
If you are a parishioner who gives their weekly offering in 
GiftAid envelopes we would like you to consider changing 
to ChurchSuite or Standing Order.  Again, it will save you 
time and trouble remembering to bring your envelope to 
Mass.  Behind the scenes we can process GiftAid         
electronically.  Currently our volunteers have to rip open 
and empty the envelopes, record the amount (when the 
donor has forgotten to do so), count the money, record the 
money, manually enter the individual GiftAid amounts to 
enable us to submit our claim to HMRC, and then take the 
money to the bank.  The recent increase in electronic      
donations  has already reduced the amount of time taken to 
administer the weekly collection so a big thank you to those 
who have already made the leap! 
If you do not wish to register for ChurchSuite you can still 
set up a repeat donation or make a one-off gift at https://
stedmunds.churchsuite.co.uk/donate/ or set up a standing 
order.  Forms are available from the Parish Office or can 
be downloaded at http://saintedmunds.net/wp-content/
uploads/2016/12/Standing-Order-Form.pdf 
  
If you need help registering for ChurchSuite or 
with setting up online giving, please contact the 
Parish Office and we will be happy to assist you. 

ROSARY ON THE COAST - 29 April 2018 
The aim of this prayer initiative is to seek the intercession 
of our Blessed Lady by reciting the Rosary for a renewal of 
faith and respect for human life, and for peace in our  
country. 
 

Please see the notice board for more  
information and details of the various  
locations or visit the website 
www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk 

ST EDMUND’S CATECHISM GROUP  
SUMMER SCHEDULE 

Saturday May 12 -   All groups, St Mary’s School 0930-
1200 
Sr Pat will speak with the First Communion parents at 1130 
Friday May 18 - St Edmund’s Church 1645-1830 
First Communion rehearsal.  First Communion classes 
only   
Friday June 8 - St Edmund’s Church 1700-1815 
First Communion rehearsal.  First Communion classes only 
Saturday June 9 - St Edmund’s Church 1000 
First Communion Mass,  followed by reception in the Hall. 
First Communion classes only 
Saturday June 30th - St Edmund’s Church, 1000 
End-of-Year Mass, followed by reception in the Hall. 
All Groups 
  

CONTEMPLATIVE SATURDAYS 
Pope Francis said that in order to be capable of mercy, we 

must rediscover the value of silence in  
order to meditate on the Word that comes to us. 

Contemplative Saturdays are an opportunity to enter into a 
time of profound silence to allow God’s Word to penetrate 

within us.  Insight from the Saints and the Christian mystics 
help us to rediscover the value of silence in our lives.  

Meeting with others to pray in  
silent contemplation is a great help and  

encouragement.   
A time for tea and conversation concludes our  

gathering. 
The next Contemplative Saturday will take place on 

Saturday 28th April  
from 10.45 am - 2.00 pm in No 11 Village Way.   

Everyone is welcome.  
 

Further details from Gillian Reeves via the  
Parish Office or just turn up. 

No. 11 - SECURITY 
Would everyone who uses No 11 Village Way, please   
ensure they check the back doors are securely locked  
before leaving (even if your group hasn’t opened them) and 
that the front door is double locked by lifting the handle and 
turning the key after the door is shut. If anyone who has a 
key to No11 and is experiencing problems with it please 
call in to the office. 

In this Sunday’s Gospel the followers of Jesus Christ 
are likened to sheep.  Not very flattering when you 
think about it.  After all, sheep are not very intelligent 
animals unlike pigs for instance. 
Those familiar with George Orwell’s Animal Farm will 
remember the contrast between the two. 
But in the Gospel the emphasis is not so much on  
intelligence but on the fact that - like sheep - we have 
a tendency to wander and get lost.  We all need the 
Good Shepherd who leads away from danger and 
death into safety and new life. 
                                                                        Fr Steve 
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CHURCH SHOP 
The time when many of our young people will be  

celebrating their First Holy Communion is drawing closer.  
Remember to visit our church shop to buy cards, bibles, 
prayer books, rosaries, candles and other religious gifts.  
Don’t leave it to the last moment and if you cannot see 

what you want, please ask at the shop. 
NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 10.30am to 2.00pm 

 

Would Michael and Ita who want to attend Archbishop  
Peter’s mass in celebration of the sacrament of  
marriage please leave their address at the  
parish office. 

MIGRANTS MASS 2018 
7 May, St George’s Cathedral 

Parishioners from Southwark, Westminster and  
Brentwood parishes will be celebrating migrants’  
contribution to London’s Catholic community in a  

special Mass in our cathedral. 
 

Singers and experienced instrumentalists are encour-
aged to join.  Please see the poster in the porch. 

ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP 

Monday 23 April.  Sydenham Wells Park.  Gentle walk suit-
able for all. Meet either at Beckenham Public Hall at 9.30am 
to take the bus, or meet at the entrance at the junction of 
Longton Avenue and Ormanton Road SE26 at 10am. 
If anyone requires transport please let Margaret know,  

otherwise just turn up. 
Monday 30 April.  Bluebell walk around Beckenham Place 
Park.  Suitable for all.  Meet at 11am at the mansion in the 
park.  Entrance by car is off Beckenham Hill.  Once again if 
anyone requires transport please let Margaret know, other-
wise just turn up.  
Margaret 020 8650 2175.  07880 793175 
drmargaretkelleher@hotmail.com 

All hospitals have Chaplaincy Teams 
which include a Catholic priest.  They are 
there to give you spiritual comfort, to 
bring you Holy Communion or to hear 
your confession should you wish it. 
When you are being admitted to hospital 
it is important that you ask that the  
Chaplaincy Team is informed.  

MARCH FOR LIFE 

Saturday 5 May.  

Family-friendly, life-fest starts at 9.30am at  

De Vere Connaught Rooms,  

61- 65, Great Queen Street, London, WC2B 5DA.  

Children Zone, music, workshops, Confessions, stalls, and 
much more.   

1.00pm March to Parliament Square for speakers,  

including Clare McCullough of the GoodCounsel 

Network.com. The day ends at 4.15pm.  

See www.marchforlife.co.uk for more details. 

VOCATIONS WEEKEND FOR YOUNG WOMEN 
(20s and 30s) 

Theme: Discerning God's Call in my life 
Dates: 25-27 May 2018 

Location: Liverpool 
The weekend is organised by the sisters of the order of the  

Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ). 
There will be input from the FCJ sisters on different  

aspects of vowed life, and time for prayer, reflection and  
discussion with other young women who are also 

considering a vocation to religious life. 
It is an opportunity to live community life for a weekend 

and meet some sisters! 
For more information contact Sr Lynne fcJ 

at lynnefcj@hotmail.com or visit our  
website www.fcjsisters.org  

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
In the Southwark Diocese it is necessary for couples    
wanting to marry to contact their priest six months ahead of 
their intended wedding date.  This is to allow sufficient time 
for them to attend the obligatory Marriage Preparation 
Course and also for the clergy to complete the necessary 
paperwork.  Our priests would prefer to be given a year to 
complete the paperwork and suggest that couples do not 
set a date for their wedding until they have spoken to a 
priest.  
Once you have decided to get married please email the 
Parish Office with your names and address and a          
preliminary marriage application form will be sent to you 
plus an enrolment form for the Marriage Preparation 
Course. 
If you intend to get married at a church other than St      
Edmund’s our clergy are still responsible for all the        
paperwork.  As a growing number of our parishioners were 
born outside the UK we will need to obtain documentation 
from their previous parishes.  This can take some time. 
There is also extra work to be completed for those who are 
having their ceremony abroad or for those who have had a 
previous marriage.  So, in short, as soon as you decide to 
get married, please start the ball rolling by contacting the 
Parish Office. 
 

Anyone wanting information about the CWL is 
welcome to take one of the programme      
leaflets from the plastic wallet under the CWL 
notice board in the porch.  Enquiries about 
membership should be made initially through 
the Parish Office. 
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COLLECTION 

Last week’s collection came to £2110.97.   
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Jan Bula, Aidan Smith, Marie Keene, Albert Slater, Karen McGee, William Fox and Catherine O’Marney  
 
Those whose anniversaries are this week:  Josie Wait, Michael Howard, Edward Callaghan, Anthony Kilcullen, John Ferreira, Margaret Cassar and 
Archibald Taylor. 
 
 
We pray for the sick:  Peter Appleyard, Baby Valentina Attard, Mary Atsu, James Bekoe, Kim Benardis, Roy Brocklehurst, Christopher Browne, Edith 
Campos, Vienna-Marie Carpenter, Paul James Claridge, Tony Cox, Christine Curl, Giacomo Dillon, Kate Dillon, John Dillon, Rita Dixon, Elizabeth, David 
Edwards, Ann Elmer, Margaret Fennessy, Umberto Ferrando, Luigi Ferrara, Suzette Fox, Barry Gardiner, Baby Megan May Gavey, Isabelle Ghawi, 
Philomena Guard, Hans Halpin, Eileen Hayes, Pat Hibberd, Norman Holland, Frank Holmes, Dave Hustwayte, Kathy Jobson, Alabooso Joe-Jim, Victoria 
Jovanov, Zara Kadi, Fr Peter Kelly, Keith Kench, Grace Knight, Peggy Lake, Anita Leslau, Sarah Lister, Mim Lodge, Jo McCarthy, Eamonn McGeeham, 
Kathleen McGeehan, Dominic McGrath, Jim McGrath, Natalie McGrath, Mickey McGuigan, Paul McQuinny and family, Patrick Metters, Philip Mifsud, 
Halina Mikulko, Eddie Mitchell, Dominic Nash, Sean O’Connor, Valerie Parr, Leonard Pope, John Quaife, Kieran Quinn, Baby Isaac Ratinckx, Louise 
Ridge, Gabriella Rolls, Sandra Sekulic, Marie-Therese Sinon, Mike & Eileen Slemen, Rebecca Strong, Jo Subieta, Eleni Symeou, John Sylvester, Sarah 
Thornton, Barry Thorp, Toma Toma, Katie Toone, Jeanne Tadier, Barbara Tucker, Shirley Turner, Hilary Walker, Jimmy Walters, Louise Walters, Patricia 
Weal, Terry Weal, Von Westgarth, Emma Winch, Freda Wukolz, George Wukolz and Maureen Young. 
 

(Please advise the Office when names can be removed) 
 
 

SERVICES AND INTENTIONS  APRIL 22 - 29 
 
Sunday 22  April  Fourth Sunday of Easter 
  8.00 am Church Jacob Fey RIP 
  9.30 am Church For the people 
    Altar servers medal ceremony 
11.00 am Church Donal O’Hanlon 
  5.30 pm Church Amanda Dean RIP 
  7.00 pm Church Michael Howard RIP 
 
 

Monday 23 April  St George, Patron of England 

  8.15 am Church Ints. of Andrea Hixon 

10.00 am Church Nicholas Gorman RIP 

  7.30 pm Salesians Adoration  

 
Tuesday 24 April  Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  Canon Frank Harrington RIP 
10.00 am Church Canon Tim Healy RIP 
 
Wednesday 25 April St Mark, Evangelist 
  8.00 am Challoner Fr Eric Nimmo RIP 
  8.15 am  Claver  C O’Reilly and family 
10.00 am  Church Maureen Sullivan RIP 
  7.30 pm Church Pat Davies RIP and her family 
  
Thursday 26 April  Feria  
  8.15 am Claver  Ints of the Claver Sisters 
10.00 am Church Monica Cronin 
  8.00 pm Claver  Adoration 
 
Friday 27 April  Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  Michael McGeever RIP 
  9.10 am St Mary’s Mike Day RIP 
10.00 am Church Pakie Hastings RIP 
  1.00 pm  Church Requiem for Karen McGee 
 
Saturday 28 April   Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  Ints of Pauline and the Kelly family 
10.00 am Church Maureen Ryan RIP 
  6.00 pm Church Eileen and Mary Goulding RIP 

 Reconciliation from 10.30 - 11 am and 5 - 5.55pm 

 

Sunday 29  April  Fifth Sunday of Easter 
  8.00 am Church Cathy McNamara RIP 
  9.30 am Church Alice Gino and Secondina Rabbini RIP 
11.00 am Church Deceased relations and friends of the 
    Elias and Sylvester families 
  5.30 pm Church Patrick Curley RIP 
  7.00 pm Church For the people 

Readings for Sunday 29 April 
Fifth Sunday of Easter (B) Psalter Week 1 
Acts 9: 26-31 
Psalm 21 
1 John 3: 18-24 
John 15:1-8 
 

DIARY DATES 

 

APRIL 

Meditation every Monday in no11 from 5.30-6.15pm 

Friday 27 - 1.00pm Requiem for Karen McGee 

Friday 27 - 7.30pm Parish Prayer Group in no11 

Saturday 28 - Contemplative Saturday - no11 - 11-12 noon. 

Sunday 29 - Rosary on the Coast  

 

MAY 

Saturday 12 - SVP Coffee & Cake morning 

JUNE 

Saturday 30 - Parish pilgrimage to Walsingham 

JULY 

Saturday 14 - Claver Sisters’ Garden Party 

 
The collection last weekend raised £2191.15 plus  

£1554.53 donated electronically. 
Thank you so much for your continued generosity. 

 

APPEAL BY MISSIONARY SISTERS 
Sister Mary and the Missionary Sisters of England and 

Wales thank you very sincerely for your welcome last week-
end, for your prayers and for your outstanding generosity 
which will contribute to the growth of the Church and the 

alleviation of suffering of many kinds in the places in which 
we are called to serve.  Be assured that you and your  
intentions are daily in our prayers.  God bless you all. 


