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The second collection today is for the work of our local SVP.  Refugee collection is next weekend. 

ENVELOPES If you would like to have your deceased family 

members remembered in the Masses during November write their 

names on a piece of paper and put it into the Holy Souls enve-

lopes provided. They will be placed in a box on the altar during 

the Masses this month. Any donations in the envelopes will go to 

HOLINESS, A MARK OF THE CHURCH 

 

One of the points in my Christian journey 

when I realised I ought to leave the Church 

of England was during a clergy training day 

in Dulwich many years ago when a speaker, 

thought to be an expert on mission and  

evangelism, said that she was fed up with 

churches which were ‘named after dead 

Christians.’  In terms of traditional Christian 

teaching what was said was so ridiculous: 

for us, the saints in heaven are more alive 

than we are, praying for us and being along-

side us.  One of the marks of Catholic Christianity is an awareness 

of how close we are to the saints, and an awareness that for all of  

us holiness is possible if we depend on God’s grace, one of the 

messages of Lent.  We are constantly growing in awareness of 

what this means: saints are not distant figures in the history of the 

Church, they are part of the life of the Church in our own age and 

every age.  So we should not be surprised that more and more 

saints are being canonised - St John Paul II canonised more than 

all other popes put together.  Earlier this month the Holy See  

announced that a number of men and women who have already 

been beatified would become saints later in the year.  Among 

them were two men who were among the most important Catholic 

figures of the last century.  Pope Paul VI (Giovanni Battista   

Montini) was pope during formative years for many of us (from 

1963 until 1978).  He had been a papal diplomat for most of his 

life as a priest, reaching prominence in the Second World War 

when he assisted Pope Pius XII in trying to rescue Jews in Italy; 

he then became Archbishop of Milan in the 1950s.  He took over 

as pope in the middle of the Second Vatican Council and after it 

came to an end in 1965 oversaw the implementation of its     

measures which renewed the whole life of the Church. Many of 

you will remember his encyclical on birth control in 1968,      

Humanae Vitae; equally significant was his letter from the       

previous year on world development, Populorum Progressio, very 

important for Catholic aid agencies such as CAFOD.  It did not 

endear him to some in the rich nations - the Wall Street Journal 

denounced it as ‘souped-up Marxism.’  Pope Paul also worked 

hard to try and end the Vietnam war.  Paul was marked by       

personal humility and holiness and sometimes agonised over   

decisions; others also found him difficult to work out and his 

predecessor St John XXIII once dubbed him amletico (I expect 

you can work out what that means).  These days popes get to  

appoint all the bishops in the world and in 1977 he appointed 

Bishop Oscar Romero as Archbishop of San Salvador in the small  

 

 

central American republic of 

El Salvador.  El Salvador 

was, and is, one of the    

poorest countries in the 

world.  

Oscar Romero’s father was  

the local postman in a tiny 

village and the large family 

lived in poverty; he was 

born just over a century ago.  

Oscar’s intellectual talent and holiness were noticed at an early 

age and before the war he was sent to Rome to train for the priest-

hood.  As a young priest after the war he worked both in parish 

life and in the national life of the Church, writing and preaching, 

and was made an auxiliary bishop in the early 70s.  The country 

and the Church were deeply divided; corrupt and repressive    

governments, together with private armies and ‘death squads’ 

were at odds with those who tried to improve the lot of the poor 

and speak up for them.  At this time Romero was considered a 

rather conservative and cautious figure; many among those who 

ran the country thought he would be a ‘safe pair of hands’ when 

the pope appointed him as archbishop.  However from the       

beginning of his ministry as archbishop in early 1977 Romero 

quickly realised the extent of the real moral evil behind the     

campaign of violence against the poor and those who helped the 

poor, including priests and religious.  He became an outspoken 

critic of the government, the ‘security services’ and the death 

squads - this continued through his ministry in the diocese and in 

particular in the weekly radio broadcasts of his Sunday Masses 

from the cathedral, including substantial homilies (recently a full 

English edition of all his sermons as archbishop has been        

published).  The Church radio station which broadcast these 

Masses was repeatedly bombed, and repeatedly rebuilt with 

money collected from Catholics in this country.  Through his  

witness to Christian teaching and his pastoral ministry he aroused 

deep hatred from the richest in society (as so often happens), and 

this hatred for the Church was shown in many acts of violence 

and sacrilege: at one stage posters went up in San Salvador    

bearing the words ‘Be a patriot! Kill a priest!’ To make matters 

worse Romero was undermined by most of the other bishops in 

the country. On 24 March 1980 he was shot while saying Mass in 

a hospital chapel. He quickly became an unofficial saint not only 

in El Salvador but elsewhere in Latin America and the world. 

There is a statue of him outside Westminster Abbey and a shrine 

to him in our cathedral in Southwark diocese; his canonisation 

later this year will be a major event in the life of the Church.  
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PARISH NEWS 
 

 

 

As part of our preparation for Holy 
Week we are having a Healing 
Service on Tuesday evening at 
7.30pm to be led by Damian 
Stayne.  If you would like to know 
more about his work go to the 
website www.coretlumenchristi.org  
- this tells you about the life of the 
Cor et Lumen Christi community. 
This is a lay Catholic community 
recognised by the diocese of  

Arundel and Brighton (it is based in Chertsey in Surrey) 
and is part of an international fraternity of such          
communities recognised by the Holy See.  This is the 
community’s Charism statement: ‘Divine Communion, 
which is an intimate union of love with God, is both the 
source and the fruit of the life and mission of Cor et    
Lumen Christi.  At the Transfiguration, the Trinitarian 
communion of love, always present in the heart of Jesus, 
is revealed. We too have access to this communion of 
love, above all in the Holy Eucharist which is the         
tabernacle of the Trinity - divine love and light in our 
midst.  That is why the Eucharist is the heart of the    
community, just as it is the heart of the whole church. 
With the Eucharist as our heart, we are seeking to build a 
spiritual extended family in which all the vocational states 
of life are at home.  A community which lives a radical 
Christian vocation as a living prophetic sign.  A place 
where Catholics can find harmony between: the        
charismatic life and social responsibility, community life 
and missionary outreach, joyful praise and worship and 
silent contemplation.  We endeavour to respond to a call 
from God to live an heroic vulnerability to the loving  
presence of our holy and beautiful Lord, and to live out 
what is, essentially, a prophetic vocation.  We seek to 
encourage God's people in the glory of their vocation as 
"partakers in the divine nature" (2 Pet 1:4) that they might 
embrace the fullness of their baptismal inheritance 
through life in the Spirit and to enter deeply into the    
Divine Communion of love and light which is our God.’  
Of healing services like the one we are having Blessed 
Paul VI, wrote: ‘We cannot but desire that these gifts 
come  and may God grant it - with abundance. Besides 
grace, let God’s church be able to obtain and possess 
the charisms......God grant that the Lord would still      
increase this rain of charisms to make the church fruitful, 
beautiful, marvellous and capable of inspiring respect, 
even the attention and amazement of the profane world, 
the secular world.’  

READERS FOR THE 2018 EASTER TRIDUUM 
Maundy Thursday - March 29 at 8pm 

Good Friday - March 30 at 3pm 
Easter Vigil - Saturday March 31 at 8pm 

 
Several Readers are required over the Easter Triduum.   
If you would like to read at any of these services please  

contact Rosemary on 07956 109465 or by email 
r.ekong@ucl.ac.uk and indicate which service you will be  

attending.  Thank you 

GOOD FRIDAY - WALK OF WITNESS 

On Good Friday, Churches Together in Beckenham (CTiB) 
are holding a short Service at St Edmund's at 11.00 am     
before walking to St George's Green for the conclusion of the 
Service.  This year due to the road works in the High Street 
we plan to walk down The Drive and Church Avenue.       
Everyone is welcome to attend. 

We need three volunteer stewards from St Edmund’s to guide 
the walkers and help direct the traffic.  There will be a      
stewards' briefing at 10.40am outside St Edmund's.  If you 
can help, either with stewarding or by handing out service 
leaflets at St Edmund's please give me a call or send me a 
text on 0772 586 0734.            

Many thanks Angela Dowling, CTiB rep 

EASTER VIGIL - HELP NEEDED 
All those who attend the Easter Vigil are invited to the Hall 
after the service for a party to welcome into our parish family 
those who have been received into the church. 
 
We need some help to arrange this so if you could offer     
assistance please phone the office or send us an email 
straight away. 
 
We would be grateful for contributions of food, people to set it 
out, help in serving it and pouring the drinks, and people to 
assist in clearing the Hall at the end.  The more people who 
offer their help the lighter the load. 

 LIFE IN THE SPIRIT 
PARISH PRAYER GROUP 

7.30 pm in no.11 Village Way 
Friday 23 March 

(The last Friday of each month but a week early in March 
 because of Easter) 

All are warmly welcome to  join us  
for PRAYER, PRAISE and sharing of GOD’S WORD,  

from which Words of Knowledge and Prophesy may grow. 
Please bring your Bible. 

Fr. Steve and Christine Parker 
0208 658 9264 

 

 

9.30 AM Mass NEXT WEEKEND 
 
Palm Sunday procession from the 
park into church before 9.30am Mass.  
Please gather by the top Sainsbury’s 
Gate at 9.20am. 



MISSIO BOXES  
Thank you to all who have brought their  
Missio boxes in for emptying. 
Please continue to bring them into the  
office or hand them in to the Sacristy so that 
Mick Denne can empty them and return them to the back of 
the church for you to collect.   
Many thanks to all of you who have Missio boxes at home. 
 

CHURCH SHOP 
We hope to make the Church shop more accessible to 
parishioners and the community by opening it each     
Saturday from 10.30 - 2pm.  This should give people 
more time to browse the products for sale or to ask for 
assistance.  The Shop manages magnificently in a tiny 
space and is not able to display all its carefully chosen 
stock, so they would encourage you to ask for items that 
you cannot see on display. 
 
Thank you to all the shop helpers for offering these      
extended opening hours. 

ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP 
Saturday 24 March 

Meet at Orpington train station (car park side) at 9am.  
Walk of 10 miles max.  Sturdy boots and snacks required. 

Please contact Margaret on 0208 650 2175 or  
08770 793175 or drmargaretkelleher@hotmail.com  

if you are coming. 

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED  

 

 

 

 

St. Edmund’s Parent and Toddler Group are looking for  
volunteers to help out after Easter at this happy and       
successful group.  We are open every Monday morning 
(term time only) from 9-11.30 am in the Hall.  We welcome 
all volunteers, but it would probably particularly suit retired 
people wishing to remain active and parents/carers of pre-
school children.  Volunteers will be especially needed from 
September 2018.  If you are interested in joining our team 
please contact Monique on 07930 830147 or Sheila on 
07742 448292.  

SOLIDACTION 
This charity, led by Portuguese members of our parish 
held a charity dinner in the Hall last weekend.  It was a 
huge success and raised £3,193 which they will be   
sending to Fraternity without Borders.  Thank you to all 
who supported it.  Take a look at their Facebook page. 
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / s o l i d a c t i o n u k /
videos/2004113253209590/ 

  COLLECTION FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS AND  
REFUGEES IN LONDON 

Next weekend we have our regular collection of items for 

asylum seekers and refugees living at the London   

Catholic Worker community in north London.   

This is what we are looking for:  tinned tomatoes, nuts, 

raisins, cheese, tuna, chilli sauce, rice, couscous, pulses, 

olive oil, cooking oil, vinegar, mayo, spices, sugar, sun-

flower seeds, low-fat spread, fruit juice, herbal teabags, 

hot chocolate, instant coffee, cereals, jam, marmalade, 

honey, peanut butter, chocolate spread, stock cubes,  

toilet paper, shampoo, liquid soap, deodorant, shaving 

products, body lotion, cleaning products, incense sticks, 

and tea lights.   

Please NO tinned soup, tinned spaghetti, baked beans    

or pork. 

Your generous donations will be taken to the House 

on Monday of Holy Week so if would be lovely if we 

could send the men some Easter treats too. 

Pope Francis said ‘....love and charity, are  

service,........When you forget yourself and think of  

others, this is love!’  

HOLY SATURDAY 
BLESSING OF EASTER FOOD 

In Slavic countries the blessing of Easter foods is an        
important tradition.  Many parishes still participate in this 
custom as St Edmunds has done for a number of years.  
This year we would like to encourage parishioners from   
Central and Eastern Europe to come with their families and 
of course all parishioners of whatever nationality are warmly 
welcomed too.  People would bring a basket containing lamb 
(which of course signifies Jesus, the Lamb of God), boiled 
eggs, dyed and plain, Pascha (a special Easter bread), and 
other foods which they intended to eat on Easter Sunday. Of 
course you don’t need to bring all this but it would be great if 
children could bring decorated eggs.  All the baskets are 
processed to the sanctuary and blessed.   
Call Agata on 0778 331 6010 or boguniaagata@gmail.com  
for more information. 

SAY NO TO DECRIMINALISING ABORTION 
With the approval of Fr Steve and the parish clergy there 
will be an opportunity for parishioners to sign a petition 
urging MPs to resist further changes to the current     
abortion provision.  The petition and advisory leaflets will 
be placed at the back of the church on clipboards with 
pens attached.  Please take a leaflet, read it and consider 
signing the petition. The leaflets and the boards will be 
there for the next five weeks and renewed every Sunday  
           Tony Scurfield (Local SPUC rep) 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-qoeCoezOAhVlJcAKHfjgAxMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.charitychoice.co.uk%2Fmissio-apf-5280&psig=AFQjCNHeelxnh0HXD5RAvzXdzEe99_BcQg&ust=1472753633488085
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COLLECTION 

Last week’s collection came to £2110.97.   
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Jeanette Whiting, Aidan Smith, Adrian Gibbons, Michael Duffett, Fr Eric Nimmo, Anne Rogers, 
Cheri Barnett, Jeanette Wickham, Brigitte McFarlane and John ‘Frank’ Marzolini, Rosemary Neveu, Lucille Williams and Jan Adolph Bula, Anne Reilly and  
Anne Donaghey. 
Those whose anniversaries are this week:  Ann (Nancy) Simms, Margaret Durkin, Cyril Gregor, Dick Laker, Nancy Hargreaves, Audrey Davidson, Ann 
Haines, Dolores Leahy, Joan Harvey, Magda Wouters, Charlotte Gregar, Kathleen Cosgrove, Silvia Amiri, Mary Gowing, Sydney Perkins, Sadie Rance, 
William McDermott (Billy), Yvonne Morrison, Martin Leigh. 
 
We pray for the sick: Peter Appleyard, Baby Valentina Attard, Mary Atsu, James Bekoe, Kim Benardis, Roy Brocklehurst, Christopher Browne, Edith 
Campos, Vienna-Marie Carpenter, Paul James Claridge, Tony Cox, Christine Curl, Giacomo Dillon, Kate Dillon, John Dillon, Rita Dixon, Elizabeth, Ann 
Elmer, Margaret Fennessy, Umberto Ferrando, Luigi Ferrara, Suzette Fox, Barry Gardiner, Baby Megan May Gavey, Isabelle Ghawi, Philomena Guard, 
Hans Halpin, Eileen Hayes, Pat Hibberd, Norman Holland, Frank Holmes, Dave Hustwayte, Kathy Jobson, Alabooso Joe-Jim, Victoria Jovanov, Zara 
Kadi, Fr Peter Kelly, Keith Kench, Grace Knight, Peggy Lake, Anita Leslau, Sarah Lister, Mim Lodge, Charlie McCann, Jo McCarthy, Eamonn         
McGeeham, Kathleen McGeehan, Dominic McGrath, Jim McGrath, Natalie McGrath, Mickey McGuigan, Paul McQuinny and family, Patrick Metters, 
Halina Mikulko, Eddie Mitchell, Dominic Nash, Sean O’Connor, John Parker, Valerie Parr, Leonard Pope, John Quaife, Kieran Quinn, Baby Isaac        
Ratinckx, Louise Ridge, Gabriella Rolls, Sandra Sekulic, Marie-Therese Sinon, Mike & Eileen Slemen, Rebecca Strong, Jo Subieta, Eleni Symeou, John 
Sylvester, Sarah Thornton, Barry Thorp, Toma Toma, Katie Toone, Jeanne Tadier, Barbara Tucker, Shirley Turner, Annette Virdee, Hilary Walker, Jimmy 
Walters, Louise Walters, Patricia Weal, Terry Weal, Emma Winch, Freda Wukolz, George Wukolz and Maureen Young. 
 
(Please advise the Office when names can be removed) 
 
 

MASSES AND INTENTIONS 
 
Sunday 18 March  Fifth Sunday of Lent 
  8.00 am Church Carlota & Pedro Fernandes 
  9.30 am Church George Porter RIP  
11.00 am Church Jeanne & Pierre Champetier & Nancy 
    & Stephen Dennis RIP  (Latin) 
  5.30 pm Church For the people (Third Scrutiny) 
  7.00 pm Church Von & Mick Westgarth and family. 
 
 

Monday 19 March  St Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed 

     Virgin Mary 

  8.15 am Church Sr Eileen McGarry RIP 

10.00 am Church Nancy Hargreaves RIP 

  7.30 pm Salesians Adoration 

 

Tuesday 20 March  Feria 

  8.15 am Claver  Handmaids of the Sacred Heart 
10.00 am Church Angela Whittle RIP 
  7.30 pm Church Miracle Rally 
 
Wednesday 21 March Feria  
  8.00 am Challoner Private Intention 
  8.15 am  Claver  Canon Anthony Ford RIP 
10.00 am  Church Ruby Desmond RIP 
  7.30 pm Church Bishop Francis Walmsley RIP  
  
Thursday 22 March  Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  Claver Sisters 
10.00 am Church Barbara Oke RIP (1st anniv) 
  8.00 pm  Claver  Adoration  
 
Friday 23 March  Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  Sr Monica 
  9.10 am St Mary’s Antoinette Golding RIP 
10.00 am Church Harold Snr RIP, Philip, George &  
    Harold Lake Jnr RIP 
  3.00 pm Claver  Stations of the Cross  
  7.00 pm Church  Stations of the Cross 
 
Saturday 24 March   Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  Martin Leigh 
10.00 am Church Wellbeing of Mary Sowe & family 
 

HOLY WEEK 
  6.00 pm Church Crescenzo and Delisa Panetta RIP. 

Reconciliation this Saturday 10.30-11am and 5.00 - 5.55pm 

 

Sunday 25 March  Palm Sunday  
  8.00 am Church Forgotten Holy Souls in Purgatory 
  9.30 am Church Luzminda Eguia RIP 

 
 Procession with palms from the park.  Please gather by 9.20am 

11.00 am Church Ints of John & Kathleen Sylvester 
  5.30 pm Church For the people 
  7.00 pm Church Joanne Jones 

Readings for Sunday 25 March - Palm Sunday 
Sixth Sunday of Lent (B) 
Isaiah 50:4-7 
Psalm 21 
Philippians 2:6-11 
Mark 14:1 - 15:47 

 

DIARY DATES 

 

MARCH 

Meditation - every Monday in no 11 from 5.30-6.15pm 

Tuesday 20 - 7.30pm - Miracle Rally 

Saturday 24 - Walking Group.  Details in newsletter 

Monday 26 - 11.30am - Requiem for Jeanette Whiting 

 

APRIL 

Meditation - every Monday in no 11 from 5.30-6.15pm 

Friday 6 - 11.15 - Requiem for Michael Duffett 

Saturday 14 - Day with Mary - begins at 9.30am 

 

JUNE 

Saturday 30 - St Edmund’s day pilgrimage to Walsingham 

 

JULY 

Saturday 14 - Claver Sisters’ Garden Party 

 
Last Sunday’s plate collection came to £2,153.87 plus 
£1,513.41 through standing orders and GoCardless. 

The collection for LEPRA came to £997.04 for which they 
send a heartfelt thank you. 

 


