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Next week the second collection is for Poor Parishes of the Archdiocese 

ENVELOPES If you would like to have your deceased family 

members remembered in the Masses during November write their 

names on a piece of paper and put it into the Holy Souls enve-

lopes provided. They will be placed in a box on the altar during 

the Masses this month. Any donations in the envelopes will go to 

OUR INTERNATIONAL DAY AND CATHOLIC TEACHING 

LAST WEEKEND, along with Racial 

Justice Sunday, we also  celebrated on 

the Saturday our second International 

Day, with a special Mass at 12 noon and 

a very lavish party afterwards in the hall 

(shown here).  In our last news-letter we 

reproduced a special Biblical reflection 

for the Sunday produced by the Bish-

ops’ Conference office, but the whole 

weekend prompts further       reflection.  

There is a clear sense in which the 

Church’s witness against racism is 

closely linked to the ways in which we 

celebrate our identity as a truly international Church.  Forms of 

racial discrimination divide not only the Catholic community but 

the whole of humanity - the ways in which we set up barriers be-

tween different groups, both in the Church and wider humanity, are 

examples of sinfulness, of a ‘fallen’ world.  Our witness over both 

sets of issues is also a response to many tendencies in public life, 

both in our country and internationally, which represent a move 

away from the Church’s vision of how we should live.  

Father Steve pointed out in his homily at the Mass on the           

International day that our own parish and church community here 

at St Edmund’s had changed quite a lot since he lived here in the 

late 80’s and early 90s.  This demographic shift, evident in much of 

suburbia, has done a great deal to enrich our parish and help us 

understand more about the world in which we live and the world-

wide Catholic Church.  I think our own church is actually more 

diverse than many others in Beckenham, for complex reasons, so 

the character now of our parish gives us an important thing to share 

with others here.  Of course, in much of this country the Catholic 

community has always been diverse, reflecting large scale        

migration from Ireland from the 1840s onwards, particularly in 

large cities: for this reason we can say that ‘being diverse’ has been 

part of our identity for a long time, enabling us to respond well not 

only to demographic changes but also the present-day needs of 

refugees and economic migrants in our country.  That is why these 

are distinctively ‘Catholic’ moral and political issues.  It also 

means we have a responsibility to support one another: Father 

Steve also reminded us in his homily of how anxious some had felt 

in our community after the June 2016 Referendum vote, fearful 

that they were no longer welcome in this country. 

‘But what we say about Christianity and international relations is 

not simply about the character of our own communities. The way 

of the Lord Jesus gives us a distinctive and clear vision about how 

nations  should  relate  to  each  other.    This  is  made clear  in this  

extract from St John Paul II’s 

1987  encycl ica l  le t ter          

Sollicitudo Rei Socialis: 

‘..The solidarity which we 

propose is the path to peace 

and at the same time to    

development.  For world 

peace is inconceivable unless 

the world's leaders come to 

recognize that inter-

dependence in itself de-

mands the abandonment of 

the   politics of blocs, the 

sacrifice of all forms of economic, military or political im-

perialism, and the transformation of mutual distrust into              

collaboration.  This is precisely the act proper to          

solidarity among individuals and nations…The goal of 

peace, so desired by everyone, will certainly be achieved 

through the putting into effect of social and international 

justice, but also through the practice of the virtues which 

favour togetherness, and which teach us to live in unity, so 

as to build in unity, by giving and receiving, a new society 

and a better world’. (Section 39) 

The very nature of our own communities is therefore part of 

the way towards peace in the world. The late pope’s vision 

underlines why the Catholic Church unequivocally supports in 

principle international structures which have been established 

to foster collaboration, togetherness and unity -  such as the 

United Nations and its agencies, the European Union, the 

African Union and others (without, of course, supporting  

necessarily their specific policies).  St John Paul II and his 

successors have repeatedly made this clear - it’s odd how 

many Catholics seem to take no notice of this.  How can we 

have blind spots? 

What is essential is for us to see all this as a gift from God. 

The Catholic Church is the Body of Christ on earth; its   

teachings are the way for humanity to live in accordance with 

God’s will, to live in unity and harmony rather than on the 

basis of national self-interest, competitiveness, selfishness: to 

be aware of this is to find real joy and a sense of peace, over 

and against so much which is grim and depressing in the 

world - so the real sense of joyfulness in our International day 

celebrations last weekend was not only something to make us 

‘feel good’, but a symbol of what we have to offer the world 

and our country as Catholic Christians.  
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PILGRIMAGE TO  
ASSISI,  

SAN GIOVANNI ROTONDO 
 AND  

POMPEII 
9 - 16 October 2018 

£995 

Accompanied by  
Fr Steve Wymer 

 

 

PARISH NEWS 
 

 HEALING SERVICE 
Throughout the gospels there are countless examples of 

Jesus’ healing ministry and examples too of how that  
ministry was carried out by his disciples in the  

Acts of the Apostles. 
This ministry is as vital today as it was then for people are 

still crying out for healing in body, mind and spirit. 
Fr Fio Mascarenhas who is with us for a pre-Lenten  

presentation on Tuesday 6 February at 8pm, will also be 
with us on Saturday 10 February at 8pm to lead a healing 
service.  We all need the healing power of God so please 

come along. 
      Fr Steve     

Once again our avid readers will be meeting on      
Tuesday, 6 February, after 10.00 am mass at no.11   
Village Way.   Do come along and tell us about a book you 
have enjoyed or hear about other good reads.  Mavis Alagar  

 

JOHN WINTER RIP 
The funeral of John Winter will take place at the Church 
of St Anthony of Padua in Anerley this Wednesday 7 
February at 2 pm followed by a service at Beckenham 
Crematorium at 3 pm. 

Fr Nolan will be officiating.   

If you are interested there is a bro-
chure in the porch and for more de-

tails please contact  
Diane Brelu on 0795 119 4036 or 
Tanya on 0741 505 4468 or email 

stedmundspilgrimage@hotmail.com 

Altar Servers - Guild of St. Stephen 
There will be a course for our newer altar 
servers on the first 5 Sundays of Lent,   
starting on 18 February.   Those who      
successfully complete the course will be   
invited to join the Guild of St. Stephen and 
will be presented with the Guild bronze 
medal on 22 April.   Full details and registra-
tion forms are available in the sacristy. 

 

Thank you to everybody who joined us on International 
Day. The day was a brilliant portrayal of the unity within 
the diversity of our parish community.  There was a good 
turnout despite the weather and everybody seemed to 
have a good time.  Thanks once again to everybody who 
contributed by turning up, bringing food & drinks, setting 
up, dressing up and with song and dance.  There was a 
great sense of unity and love between our brothers and 
sisters. 
      Sandy Mesquitta 

We have had the great pleasure of having Fr Victor 
Akongwale with us for too short a time.  Fr Victor heads 
back to Nigeria on Thursday to rejoin his parish and to 
continue his school building projects so that education is 
available to all young people in his area. 

THE NEXT CWL MEETING is on 
Tuesday 6 February from 2.30pm in no 11. 
 

LAW SURGERY 
As usual on the second Monday of the month, the Law       
Surgery will be in no11 from 7pm.  Please arrive promptly as 
callers are seen in turn and the lawyer will leave when the final 
person has been seen.  

PARKING ON THE DRIVEWAY 
The newsletter has carried repeated items asking             
parishioners not too park on the presbytery forecourt.  No 
one can second guess when the priests will need to use their 
cars and there have been a number of occasions over the 
last few weeks when they have been unable to move their       
vehicles when they wish. 
You may just be ‘popping into the church’ but any delay to 
the priests is unacceptable and may mean that a dying     
person is unable to be anointed.  

ASH WEDNESDAY 
LENTEN LUNCH 

14 February 
12-1.30pm in the Hall 

Homemade soup, bread and cheese 
Tickets £4.50 

Please come and join us 

 

ADOREMUS 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage & Congress in 
Liverpool 
7-9 September 2018 
I am the Bread of Life 
Prayer cards for the success of this 
event can be found on the pews this 
weekend and are also available from  
the back of the church. 
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LENTEN PREPARATION 
To help us prepare for Lent, three stand alone talks have 
been organised for next month.  The title of the talks is   
‘For the Word of God is Alive and Active’  (Hebrews 
4:12) and the speaker is Dr. Fr Fio Mascarenhas SJ.  His 
desire is for us to become joy-filled disciples.  The talks are 
here at St Edmund’s on 6th February at 8.00pm, at St 
James’ Petts Wood on 7th, and at St Joseph’s Bromley on 
8th February. 
I can’t urge you enough to come to any or all of these     
evenings as Fr Fio is an excellent international speaker with 
a powerful message. Please take a look at the posters at 
the back of the church for more detailed information and 
make a note in your diaries. Not to be missed! 

DROP IN CAFE 
Please mention to friends with memory problems that they 
are welcome to attend the Drop In Cafe with their carer or 
a companion. The Cafe runs every Thursday afternoon 
from 2 to 4pm and is a friendly and welcoming place to be 
for a couple of hours. The Drop In Cafe meets either in the 
Hall or No.11 but will be signposted each week. If you 
want  to  speak  to  someone  about  the  Cafe  please call  
020 8659 1990. 

PARISH DIARIES 2018 
These have now be removed from the back of the Church.  
We have a few remaining so if you lose your diary during 
the year do call in to the Office and get a replacement. 

CHURCH FLOWERS 
Any parishioner can make a donation  
towards the cost of our Altar flowers or 
have them dedicated for a particular  

reason e.g. Baptism, birthday, ‘special 
wedding anniversary’, ‘In Thanksgiving’ or 

‘In Loving Memory’.  These extra donations help me to 
‘stretch’ the flower fund in order to provide flowers throughout 

the year. 
All contributions, modest or otherwise, are very much        

appreciated. 
 
Would you like to join us?  If you would like to try arranging 
flowers in church please contact me for more information. We 

will be able to give some support to beginners but we also 
are in need of those with experience. We are currently 8 in 

number so rotation is every two months. 
 
cathy.fisher@yahoo.co.uk 020 8658 1560 or 0795 297 5717 

 
A BIG THANK YOU! 

To all those who help with arranging, watering, tending 
the plants, and providing foliage from their gardens. 

Your efforts are greatly appreciated by all. 

FAITH IN ACTION AWARD 2018 
Final chance to register! 

  
Faith in Action is a national award scheme for young peo-
ple aged between 9-18yrs.   There are four levels of the 
award - Pin, Bronze, Silver and Gold and each one chal-
lenges young people to make a difference in the world 
through service to others.   By combining practical activi-
ties which positively contribute to the lives of others and 
regular opportunities for spiritual reflection, Faith in Action 
candidates will also develop their unique gifts and talents, 
as well as making valuable friendships with others from 
across the deanery.    To register online and find out more 
a b o u t  t h e  a w a r d ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t : 
www.bromleydeanery.org.  You can also register 
on Saturday 24 February at our first Reflective Session 
which takes place from 3-6pm at St Joseph’s Church Hall, 
Plaistow Lane, Bromley. Look out for posters around the 
Church,  ask  in  your  par ish  o f f ice  or 
email: susan.longhurst@bromleydeanery.org if you have 
any questions or would like more information.  We look 
forward to seeing you on 24

th
 February! 

ST GEORGE’S CHURCH – LENTEN COURSE 
The new curate at St George’s,  Edward Pritchett, is    
running a Pilgrim course on the Bible during Lent and  
St George’s offers a warm welcome to all faiths to join 
them.   
There are two sessions to choose from each week, either 
on a Wednesday morning at 11.30am or Thursday      
evening at 7.45pm. The sessions on both days are held in 
the Church. 
The course lasts for 5 weeks and each session is 
about an hour.   
It starts on Thursday 15 or Wednesday 21 February. 
 
There is a booklet that accompanies the course and costs 
£5.00 These are available from Jean Bowden at St 
George’s. 

BISHOP CHALLONER SCHOOL 
The school is holding an Open Morning 
on Saturday 3 March from 9am - 1pm 
with an address from the Head Teacher 
at 10.30am. 

THE BIBLE THROUGH ART 
Penge Congregational Church at 172 High Street, SE20 
7QS is holding a course that aims to explore the Bible 

through art.  The course starts on 20 February and con-
tinues for 5 weeks.  Please see the poster in the porch. 

 
MIRACLE HEALING SERVICE 
Tuesday 20 March - 7.30pm 

with Damian Stayne 
This is going to be in our church  

See the poster in the porch  
but more information will follow shortly. 
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COLLECTION 

Last week’s collection came to £2110.97.   
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
We pray for those who have died recently:  Dorothy Pask, John Winter, Ruby Desmond, Teresa Bourke, John Carney, Kathleen Bryon,  
Carol Williams, Felix De Souza, Elodie Lennon, Patrick Curley, Justin Du-Haney, Kathleen Cors and Fr John Edeghonghon 
 
Those whose anniversaries are this week:   
David Clifton Young, Aileen Dunning, Michael Greaves, Lionel Fannin, Berenice Goodwill, Anne Guinle, Cyril Fleming, Lucienne Alphonse, Joanna and 
Dennis Duggan. 
 
We pray for the sick:  Peter Appleyard, Mary Atsu, James Bekoe, Kim Benardis, Roy Brocklehurst, Christopher Browne, Edith Campos, Vienna-Marie 
Carpenter, Tony Cox, Christine Curl, Giacomo Dillon, Kate Dillon, John Dillon, Rita Dixon, Elizabeth, Ann Elmer, Margaret Fennessy, Umberto  
Ferrando, Luigi Ferrara, Suzette Fox, Barry Gardiner, Baby Megan May Gavey, Isabelle Ghawi, Philomena Guard, Hans Halpin, Eileen Hayes,  
Pat Hibberd, Norman Holland, Frank Holmes, Dave Hustwayte, Dawn Hutchinson. Kathy Jobson, Alabooso Joe-Jim, Victoria Jovanov, Zara Kadi,  
Fr Peter Kelly, Keith Kench, Grace Knight, Peggy Lake, Anita Leslau, Sarah Lister, Mim Lodge, Charlie McCann, Jo McCarthy, Eamonn McGeeham, 
Kathleen McGeehan, Dominic McGrath, Jim McGrath, Natalie McGrath, Mickey McGuigan, Paul McQuinny and family, Patrick Metters, Eddie Mitchell, 
Gaynor Mullane, Dominic Nash, Sean O’Connor, Valerie Parr, Leonard Pope, John Quaife, Kieran Quinn (13 Months), Baby Isaac Ratinckx, Louise 
Ridge, Gabriella Rolls, Sandra Sekulic, Marie -Therese Sinon, Mike & Eileen Slemen, Rebecca Strong, Jo  Subieta, Eleni Symeou, John Sylvester, 
Sarah Thornton, Barry Thorp, Katie Toone, Jeanne Tadier, Barbara Tucker, Shirley Turner, Annette Virdee, Hilary Walker, Jimmy Walters, Louise  
Walters, Patricia Weal, Terry Weal, Emma Winch, Freda Wukolz, George Wukolz and Maureen Young. 
(Please advise the Office when names can be removed) 
 

MASSES AND INTENTIONS 
 
Sunday 4   Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  8.00 am Church Carlotta Fernandes RIP  
  9.30 am Church For the people 
11.00 am Church Jeanne & Pierre Champetier RIP & 
    Nancy & Stephen Dennis RIP 
  5.30 pm Church Maria Siminiac RIP (anniv) 
  7.00 pm Church Edith Campos - good health 

 

Monday 5   St Agatha, Virgin and Martyr 

  8.15 am Church Frederick Horsman 

10.00 am Church Harry Leamon RIP 

There will not be Adoration today 

11.30 am Church Requiem for Dorothy Pask 

  7.30 pm Salesians Adoration 

 

Tuesday 6   St Paul Miki & Companions Martyrs 

  8.15 am Claver  Dec’d benefactors & promoters of  
    the Claver Sisters 
10.00 am Church Private Intention 
 
Wednesday 7   Feria 
  8.00 am Challoner Private Intention 
  8.15 am  Claver  Private Intention 
10.00 am Church Martin Norris RIP 
  7.30 pm Church Johnnie Fitzgerald RIP & Mary  
    Moriaty Leahy RIP 
  
Thursday 8   St Josephine Bakhita 
  8.15 am Claver  The Forgotten Holy Souls 
10.00 am Church Anne Guinle RIP 
  8.00 pm  Claver  Adoration  
 
Friday 9   Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  All dec’d benefactors and members 
    of the Salesian family 
  9.10 am St Mary’s Ray Sharpe RIP 
10.00 am Church Henry King RIP 
   
Saturday 10    St Scholastica, Virgin 
  8.15 am Claver  James Huffe. 
10.00 am Church Alice Simmons RIP 
  6.00 pm Church Bessie Boudville RIP 
  8.00 pm Church Healing Service 
 

Reconciliation on Saturday from 10.30 - 11.00am  

and from 5.00 - 5.55pm 

 

Sunday 11   Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  8.00 am Church Pedro & Frances Fernandes RIP 
  9.30 am Church For the people 
11.00 am Church Magda Wouters RIP  
  5.30 pm Church John Murnane, the orphans &  
    benefactors, living & dec’d 
  7.00 pm Church Caroline Pearson RIP 

Readings for Sunday 11 February 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, B 
Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46 
Psalm 31 
1 Corinthians 10:31 - 11:1 
Mark 1:40-45 
 

 

DIARY DATES 

 

FEBRUARY 

Meditation - every Monday in no 11 from 5.30-6.15pm 

Monday 5 -11.30am - Funeral of Dorothy Pask RIP 

Tuesday 6 - 8pm - Lenten Preparation talk in Hall 

Wednesday 7 - 10.30am - Open Door Bereavement  

        Session 

Saturday 10 - 8pm - Healing Service 

Monday 12 - 7pm - Law Surgery in no 11 

Wednesday 14 -  12noon - Lenten Lunch in Hall 

Saturday17 February – 11-12 noon - Contemplative  

                                      Saturday in no 11 

Friday 23 - 7.30pm - LSS Prayer Meeting in no 11. 

Saturday 24 - 6pm - Youth Club in the Hall 

Monday 26 - 11.15 -Requiem for Joan Salmon 

Wednesday 28 - 11.00pm - Requiem for Kathleen Bryon 

 

MARCH 

Meditation - every Monday in no 11 from 5.30-6.15pm 

Friday 9 - 11.15am - Requiem for Felix DeSouza 

Monday 12 - 7pm - Law Surgery in no 11 

 

            St Agatha                       St Scholastica 

 
Last Sunday’s collection came to £2339.51 and the  

collection for Racial Justice came to £1081.78 


