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Friday 23 February is CAFOD Family Fast Day.  Please take an envelope home with you and return it next  
weekend to add to the second collection which is for Cafod’s work worldwide. 

ENVELOPES If you would like to have your deceased family 

members remembered in the Masses during November write their 

names on a piece of paper and put it into the Holy Souls enve-

lopes provided. They will be placed in a box on the altar during 

the Masses this month. Any donations in the envelopes will go to 

LENT: HOW TO BE A DO-GOODER  

A SURE SIGN of a society, 

or indeed a person, losing 

any real moral compass, or a 

real sense of right and wrong, 

is the use of the phrase ‘do-

gooder’ in a pejorative or 

negative sense.  It’s always a 

snide and nasty expression, 

reflecting not only moral 

ignorance but of hidden envy 

and guilt.  Lent, which began 

last Wednesday, is a       

challenge to such a perverted 

outlook; for one thing it is  

above all about a call to all of 

us to do good, to be do-

gooders.  The traditional ways in which we all are asked to do this 

are very simple and straightforward: prayer, fasting and alms-

giving. 

For some prayer is the easiest thing to do more of in Lent.  We 

have a lot of services in church during Lent; apart from Sunday and 

weekday Masses we have Stations of the Cross on Fridays and 

other acts of worship which are well supported.  Remember that 

our church building is open for at least 12 hours a day, an         

important act of witness itself; it is well lit and usually warm; the 

Blessed Sacrament is reserved prominently, there is Exposition 

more or less every day after Mass and a number of popular statues. 

On Ash Wednesday hundreds of you came to Mass.  Lent is a good 

time for thinking about acts of worship, perhaps in new ways, or 

simply about how we pray.  The picture here is of the annual act of 

witness for peace organised by Christian peace groups at the    

Ministry of Defence in Whitehall on Ash Wednesday, when the 

walls are signed with ash.  Just as we are called to repentance when 

we receive ashes in church on that day, so in this act the country 

and government are called to repentance over defence policies 

based on the intent to use wicked and immoral weapons of mass 

destruction (hence the words ‘Trident is sin’). Of course a key  

aspect of prayer and worship in Lent is going to confession. For 

many of us fasting and abstinence is the hardest thing to do in Lent. 

We are so used to regular eating times that going without food, 

even for a short period, can make us unhinged and irritable; we 

also live within a culture where instant wish-fulfilment is promoted 

all the time, so to give something up voluntarily is challenging and 

unintelligible to many.  Fasting and abstinence exposes the      

emptiness of consumerism.  Traditionally we do these things for 

three reasons: first, as an act of repentance for our sins; second, to 

help  us  be  less  attached  to or  dependent on  certain  things;  and  

third, to show solidarity with those in 

our country and in the rest of the world 

who go without food, not voluntarily but 

because they have no choice, and to help 

them (next Friday’s CAFOD Fast day 

links these things, when we’re asked to 

give something up and give the proceeds 

to help those in need).  Fasting and   

abstinence can help us in other ways 

too: Catholic teaching in relation to the 

world in which we live entails asking 

about the provenance of the food we eat, 

and also challenges us to waste less food 

or drink. Food and drink are gifts from 

God, examples of the beauty of the   

created order - but like everything else we are only stewards, 

not absolute owners, and we are expected to act responsibly 

and according to the moral law.  There is one aspect of the 

practice of fasting and abstinence which does relate positively 

to contemporary culture - the desirability, for many of us, to 

be fitter and to lose weight! 

The third way in which we try to ‘do’ Lent is almsgiving, that 

is, giving to those in need, what we conventionally call the 

‘works of mercy’.  In Christianity, and in many other world 

faiths, this is not something we do to make us feel good - it is 

a religious obligation.  Indeed, the early Church fathers teach 

us that we don’t give charitably simply to help those in need, 

but to redress injustice, that is the inequality which exists  

between those who are poor and others.  Charitable giving is 

a big part of the life of the parish - we give generously to  

CAFOD (the end of this week and next weekend), many 

charities and groups which make appeals, other agencies 

which we are asked to support by the bishops, the London 

Catholic Worker house and many others.  Moreover in   

Beckenham we have in the High Street a number of charity 

shops.  Giving to charity is topical at the moment because of 

the revelations last week about OXFAM workers in Haiti; of 

course, charities, like churches, often attract those who prey 

on the vulnerable and need to have proper policies to protect 

people and should be properly investigated when things go 

wrong. But we should be aware of the hate campaign against 

so many charities led by the gutter press and the negative  

attitudes of some politicians towards aid programmes for poor 

countries: much of this is motivated by selfishness. 

So there’s a lot to do in Lent – so that we can become do-

gooders.  
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PILGRIMAGE TO  
ASSISI,  

SAN GIOVANNI ROTONDO 
 AND POMPEII 

9 - 16 October 2018 
£995 

Accompanied by  
Fr Steve. 

 

 

PARISH NEWS 
 

 

If you are interested there is a brochure in the porch 
and for more details please contact  

Diane Brelu on 0795 119 4036 or Tanya on  
0741 505 4468 or  

email stedmundspilgrimage@hotmail.com 
 

BOOK NOW TO HOLD THE PRICE 

 

 
 
 

CAFOD LENT APPEAL 
Next Friday, 23 February. is CAFOD Lent Fast Day. 

Please try to give something up on that day and make a 
donation to next weekend’s appeal for Cafod's work.  

There are envelopes at the back of the church for you to 
take home and return.  If you are a taxpayer please put 
your details on the envelope so Cafod can benefit from 

Gift Aid.   

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
If you are unable to attend the Stations of the Cross on 
Friday evenings, Fr Steve would like to encourage you to 
follow them alone or with a group of friends at any time. 
There are booklets on the tables at the back of the church 
to help guide you.   
Please would you return them to the table after you have 
used them.  All thirty copies had disappeared by mid   
afternoon on Ash Wednesday! 

 

St Edmund's Parishioners are cordially invited to join some 
Lent sessions taking place at other CTiB Churches. 
 
Penge Congregational Church, Kenilworth Road/High Street 
Penge is running The Bible Through Art, led by Chris 
McShane.  This is a repeat of a very successful course from 
2017. 
Timings are 7.30-9.00pm in the Vestry at PCC on five     
Tuesdays in Lent: 20th and 27th February, 6th, 13th and 20th 
March. There will be a short prayer service of 20 minutes or 
so and then the Art session will run from 8pm-9pm.  Just turn 
up by coming to the side door of the church building, in     
Kenilworth Road and ringing the bell.  Please see the poster 
in the porch for more details.  
 
St George's, High Street, Beckenham is running a Pilgrim 
course on the Bible led by Reverend Edward Pritchett. 
There are two sessions to choose from each week, either 
Wednesday morning at 11.30am or Thursday evening at 
7.45pm, in the Church lasting around an hour for five weeks.  
 
Start dates are Thursday 15th or Wednesday 21st February. 
There is a booklet to accompany the Course costing £5 which 
can be purchased at the first session. 

ST EDMUND’S WALKING GROUP 
Monday February 26 at 9.30am 

 
Meet at Bromley North bus station Bus stop E at 9.30. 

A linear walk of approximately 5 miles.  Walking boots will 
be needed and snacks required.  
Suitable for experienced walkers  

 LIFE IN THE SPIRIT 
PARISH PRAYER GROUP 

7.30 pm in no.11 Village Way  
Friday 23 February  

(The last Friday of each month). 
 All are warmly welcome to come and join us  

for PRAYER, PRAISE and sharing of GOD’S WORD,  
from which Words of Knowledge and Prophesy may grow. 

Please bring your Bible.    
Fr. Steve and Christine Parker 

0208 658 9264 
 

This Sunday you will hear how Jesus is driven into the 
wilderness by the spirit.  What ensued was forty days and 
forty nights of fasting.  It may help us in the first week of 
our Lenten journey to identify with Jesus and to see our 
time in the desert as a period of preparation for what God 
has in store for us. 
Certainly God wants to fill us with His Spirit but in order to 
be filled we must first be emptied. 

FAITH IN ACTION AWARD 2018 
Sue Longhurst will be speaking to us again after 9.30am and 
5.30pm Mass this weekend.  There is still time to register at 
www.bromleydeanery.org or in person on Saturday 24th 
February at the first Reflective Session, from 3-6pm at        
St Joseph’s Church Hall, Plaistow Lane, Bromley. 



 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year's service will be held at St George's Church,  

Beckenham at 2pm on Friday 2 March.  The service has 

been put together by the women of Suriname in South     

America. All (men and women) are invited to this lovely cele-

bration of our concern for the environment; there will be light 

refreshments after the service. 

 
CENTRE FOR CATHOLIC FORMATION 

All parishioners but particularly catechists, 
readers and Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion, Sacristans and MCs 
are invited to sign up to a new monthly 
email from the Centre for Catholic        
Formation which is the education centre 
for our Southwark Diocese.  These 
monthly emails will contain details of 

courses, events, resources and news from the Centre and 
will help you to keep informed and up to date about what is 
happening in the diocese.   
  Visit http://eepurl.com/daX7t9 

ALTAR SERVERS -GUILD OF ST STEPHEN 
The course for our newer altar servers starts this Sunday 

afternoon in the church at 4pm. 
 

Over the weeks of Lent the Archdiocese of Southwark's 
Stewardship Team, in collaboration with the diocesan     
Spirituality Commission, are sending out daily reflections  
featuring thoughts, Scripture and prayer.  They can be found 
at http://eepurl.com/dcNmsv. 

FAMILY CONSTELLATIONS 
FREE OPEN DAY  - Booking essential  

24th and 25th February 
10 am - 5.30 pm 

Holy Trinity Convent, Bromley 
Please take a look at the leaflets on the Marriage &  
Family Life board at the extreme end of the porch. 
They explain the above days which aim to enable  

attendees to be aware of their own subconscious and 
possible damaging behaviours, often relating to their early 
family life, and to teach them ways to break the cycle and 

bring harmony, balance and peace to their lives. 
 

INFINITE POWER! BIBLE GEMS FOR DAILY LIFE 
By Fr Fio Mascarenhas, SJ 

Fr Fio has kindly left us copies of his book Infinite Power! - 
Bible Gems for Daily Life.  It would it make a lasting re-

minder not only for those who were able to attend one of his 
talks last week but for anyone; his commentaries on bible 

readings provide a powerful insight into the New Testament. 
The book costs £5 and the money should be put in the  

papers slot in the porch. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

But  would you please try particularly whilst the 
weather is so cold and windy.   

 

DROP IN CAFE 
We have been advertising our Drop In Cafe for quite a 
few years.  The cafe which is primarily for people with 
memory loss accompanied by a carer provides a happy 
and welcoming environment which provides a couple of 
hours of conversation, companionship and activity for a 
lovely group of people.  The Drop In is truly blessed by its 
band of volunteers who make this such a happy place to 
come to. 

These three pictures 
show guests at the 
Christmas party, a 
delicious array of 
cakes made by the 
guests one afternoon  
and Gwen who is 
happy for you to see 
the Chinese lantern 
she has just made 
before she tackles a 
challenging word 
search on the       
Chinese New Year 

https://southwarkdsc.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3e1dce7f8f666e9d64edd867&id=b6c4c894f2&e=b5ce07d372


 
COLLECTION 

Last week’s collection came to £2110.97.   
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

 

 

We pray for those who have died recently:  Teresa Bourke, Kathleen Bryon, Felix De Souza, Elodie Lennon, Patrick Curley, Jason Du-Haney,  
Kathleen Cors, Fr John Edeghonghon, Gaynor Mullane and Jeanette Whiting 
 
Those whose anniversaries are this week:  Eileen Blackeby, Michael Dilworth, Kathleen O’Sullivan, Paul Bones, Terence Keeley, Barbara Hands,  
Joseph Aigner, Margaret Wilkes, Mary Dunne, Dorothy Amandini, Patrick Kavanagh, James Greenan, Brenda & Anthony Boyle, Kieran Fleming,  
 
We pray for the sick:  Peter Appleyard, Mary Atsu, James Bekoe, Kim Benardis, Roy Brocklehurst, Christopher Browne, Edith Campos, Vienna-Marie 
Carpenter, Tony Cox, Christine Curl, Giacomo Dillon, Kate Dillon, John Dillon, Rita Dixon, Elizabeth, Ann Elmer, Margaret Fennessy, Umberto Ferrando, 
Luigi Ferrara, Suzette Fox, Barry Gardiner, Baby Megan May Gavey, Isabelle Ghawi, Philomena Guard, Hans Halpin, Eileen Hayes, Pat Hibberd, Norman 
Holland, Frank Holmes, Dave Hustwayte, Dawn Hutchinson. Kathy Jobson, Alabooso Joe-Jim, Victoria Jovanov, Zara Kadi, Fr Peter Kelly, Keith Kench, 
Grace Knight, Peggy Lake, Anita Leslau, Sarah Lister, Mim Lodge, Charlie McCann, Jo McCarthy, Eamonn McGeeham, Kathleen McGeehan, Dominic 
McGrath, Jim McGrath, Natalie McGrath, Mickey McGuigan, Paul McQuinny and family, Patrick Metters, Eddie Mitchell, Dominic Nash, Sean O’Connor, 
John Parker, Valerie Parr, Leonard Pope, John Quaife, Kieran Quinn (13 Months), Baby Isaac Ratinckx, Louise Ridge, Gabriella Rolls, Sandra Sekulic, 
Marie-Therese Sinon, Mike & Eileen Slemen, Rebecca Strong, Jo Subieta, Eleni Symeou, John Sylvester, Sarah Thornton, Barry Thorp, Toma Toma, 
Katie Toone, Jeanne Tadier, Barbara Tucker, Shirley Turner, Annette Virdee, Hilary Walker, Jimmy Walters, Louise Walters, Patricia Weal, Terry Weal, 
Emma Winch, Freda Wukolz, George Wukolz and Maureen Young. 
(Please advise the Office when names can be removed) 
 

MASSES AND INTENTIONS 
 
Sunday 18 February First Sunday of Lent 
  8.00 am Church Eileen Blackeby RIP 
  9.30 am Church For the people  
11.00 am Church Richard Graves RIP (Latin) 
  5.30 pm Church For all parishioners in need (SVP) 
  7.00 pm Church Ints of Rosaleen Vesey 
 

Monday 19   Feria 

  8.15 am Church Ints of Sr Aine 

10.00 am Church Paul Bones RIP 

  7.30 pm Salesians Adoration 

 

Tuesday 20   Feria 

  8.15 am Claver  Thomas Keane Jr 
10.00 am Church In thanksgiving -Roy & Margaret  
    Brocklehurst 
 
Wednesday 21  Feria 
  8.00 am Challoner Stella Quinn RIP 
  8.15 am  Claver  Lottie (Kerr) Barton & Jay Aleski  
    Barton RIP & ints of Marie Collins 
10.00 am Church Christina Carroll RIP 
   7.30 pm Church Maureen Simmons RIP  
  
Thursday 22   The Chair of St Peter the Apostle 
  8.15 am Claver  Happy repose of the soul of Gladys 
    Walsh 
10.00 am Church Grace Mary Friend-Pereira RIP 
  8.00 pm  Claver  Adoration  
 
Friday 23   Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  Ellen & Hugh Murnane RIP 
  9.10 am St Mary’s Private intention 
10.00 am Church Kathleen Cowling RIP 
  3.00 pm Claver  Stations of the Cross  
  7.00 pm Church  Stations of the Cross 
   
Saturday 24    Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  Kawakami family 
10.00 am Church Arleen Vince RIP 
  6.00 pm Church Crescenzo & Deilsa Panetta RIP 

Reconciliation on Saturday from 10.30 - 11.00am  

and from 5.00 - 5.55pm 

 

Sunday 25   Second Sunday of Lent 
  8.00 am Church Violet &Augustine Fernandes RIP 
  9.30 am Church Michael Dilworth RIP (anniv)  
11.00 am Church Rita Hankin RIP  
  5.30 pm Church Marie-Aimee Rassondron RIP 
  7.00 pm Church For the people 

Readings for Sunday 25 February 
Second Sunday of Lent, Psalter Week II (B) 
Genesis 22:1-2, 13, 15-18 
Psalm 115 
Romans 8:31-34 
Mark 9:2-10 
 

 

DIARY DATES 

 

FEBRUARY 

Meditation - every Monday in no 11 from 5.30-6.15pm 

Friday 23 - 7.30pm - LSS Prayer Meeting in no 11. 

Saturday 24 - 6pm - Youth Club in the Hall 

Monday 26 - 11.15 -Requiem for Joan Salmon 

Wednesday 28 - 11.00pm - Requiem for Kathleen Bryon 

 

MARCH 

Meditation - every Monday in no 11 from 5.30-6.15pm 

Sunday 4 - 4pm - Reception of Gaynor Mullane RIP 

Monday 5 - 11.30am - Requiem for Gaynor Mullane 

Tuesday 6 - 2.30pm - CWL 

Friday 9 - 11.15am - Requiem for Felix De Souza 

Monday 12 - 7pm - Law Surgery in no 11 

Tuesday 20 - 7.30pm - Miracle Rally 

Monday 26 - 11.30am - Requiem for Jeanette Whiting 

 

JUNE 

Saturday 30 - Day pilgrimage to Walsingham, 

Last Sunday’s collection came to £2160.55 and the  
collection for Poor Parishes came to £1456.71 


