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ENVELOPES If you would like to have your deceased family 

members remembered in the Masses during November write their 

names on a piece of paper and put it into the Holy Souls enve-

lopes provided. They will be placed in a box on the altar during 

the Masses this month. Any donations in the envelopes will go to 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘In a consumerist culture, the quest for happiness becomes a 

tyrannical force which makes us believe we must have it all. 

Having it all is what joy demands of us’. 

This is a quotation from a book by Professor Tina Beattie of 

Roehampton University.  When I was reading it earlier this week 

it occurred to me that these words sum up rather a lot of what 

this time of the year has sadly become.  In a culture which in 

many ways has abandoned religious belief, the dominant theme 

of Christmas has become consumerism.  People are constantly 

offered goods and possessions as the ultimate goal of these 

weeks - desires and ‘wants’, we are told will be the source of 

true joy.  Alas, we find out that this joy is short-lived (New 

Year’s day, usually) and really rather empty.  Telling people 

they can have what they want simply if they spend enough 

money will only ever be a path to a counterfeit joy.   

But true joy is what this third Sunday of Advent is about.  Just 

after the extract above Professor Beattie writes   ‘The recupera-

tion of our capacity for joy entails letting go of this            

consuming and consumerist fantasy’.  How do we recover a 

true sense of joy?  It is associated with this Sunday because   

today is called Gaudete Sunday, from the first words of the   

Entrance Antiphon for the Mass:  ‘Rejoice in the Lord always; 

again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.’  Like the Fourth 

Sunday of Lent, it operates as a mid-term point when we allow 

ourselves a little relief in the liturgy from the austerity of       

Advent: we are allowed to have the organ played before and 

after the Mass, not just to help us sing; we are allowed flowers in 

the sanctuary; and here, at any rate, purple vestments are       

replaced by rose pink (which is why the third Advent candle is 

pink).  Of course it is not joy immediately gratified, but the joy 

of prayerful anticipation and waiting for the coming of Our Lord 

into the world, for the coming of his kingdom. 

FALSE JOY AND TRUE JOY 

Part of what Professor Beattie’s book is about are the ways in 

which our desires, at all levels, cannot be separated from what-

ever our view is of God: what that can mean is that the reason 

our culture gets ‘joy’ so wrong at this time of year, the reason 

why so much which purports to be ‘joy’ is so shallow (perhaps 

symbolised by the laughing figure of Father Christmas) is that 

God really isn’t present.  We easily go through the motions; 

what we see in so many settings is a shell, recalling past    

Christian beliefs; it’s a bit like the grin of the Cheshire cat in 

the Disney film of Alice in Wonderland remaining after the cat 

has gone.  There isn’t much left. 

Of course I realise all this can read like a Scrooge- or Grinch-

like rant; it is very easy for clergy to do this.  No one should 

deny the opportunities Advent and Christmas give us for     

proclaiming the gospel. I know that some are brought (back) to 

Christianity by means of the contact they may have at      

Christmas with the life of the Church.  But as in other areas of 

life we are so easily led into a place where we do not look   

critically at our society, where we do not ask awkward       

questions about what is happening.  Christianity does teach that 

true joy can be found on earth - the Scriptures, and the       

teachings of the Church, give us very clear guidance.  The key 

is generous love, and that is what lies behind the giving of gifts 

which has been so distorted by consumerism.  It is generous, 

overwhelming love which we see in the Christ child in the  

manger whose coming we await, the outpouring of God’s grace 

into the world.  If we know what this means we will understand 

how love of self, the false messages of independence and self-

reliance, of ‘standing on your own two feet’, are all at odds 

with what Advent and Christmas are about.  They are paths to a 

fake joy.   

Charitable giving at Christmas, which is one of the very good 

things which happens at this time of year, is a way of living this 

out.  This is by no means restricted to the Christian minority in 

this country and there are many examples of how many appeals 

raise more money every year to help people in real and genuine 

need.  Some of these needs are greater than in the past - more 

and more people depend on food banks, which as Cardinal 

Nichols recently said, is a disgrace.  There are many examples 

in the life of this parish which show people’s real and religious 

commitment to charitable giving, to what Catholics               

traditionally call the ‘works of mercy’.  But we need to be   

careful.  It has to mean something, it has to cost us something: 

and if we feel proud of what we do, as the Lord warns us in the 

gospels, we devalue what we do.  Much more emphasis on   

giving to the poor has to be part of how we can ‘recuperate 

joy’, recover it, and make sure our joy is real and authentic. 
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PARISH NEWS GETTING ORGANISED FOR CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAST CHANCE 
Will altar servers please indicate on the sheets in the   
Sacristy their availability to serve at a Christmas Mass. 
 
At the back of the Church near the Statue of the Sacred 
Heart are also sheets for the various Masses.  Would     
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist and Readers 
please indicate their availability to participate at a specific 
Mass.  
 
Rosemary Ekong still does not have enough volunteers for 
readers at the Service of Readings and Midnight Mass.  
Please call her on  07956 109465 or email 
r.ekong@ucl.ac.uk as soon as you can so she is able to 
finalise the arrangements. 

HOLY COMMUNION AT 6PM CHRISTMAS VIGIL 
AND MIDNIGHT MASS AT ST EDMUND'S 

Owing to the exceptional number of people normally attending 
these two Masses, and the consequent crowding of the aisles, 

it will be possible to  
administer Holy Communion only under the form of the host; 

the chalice will not be available to the  
congregation.  The fullness of Christ, body and blood, soul 

and divinity, is received under either kind.    
 

Please visit our Christmas Crib.  All the money raised will go to 
support the local Catholic Children’s Society Crisis Fund which  

provides one-off emergency grants to support children and 
families who are experiencing a crisis in their lives. 

Your donations should be placed in the box in the wall on the 
left of the doors near where the crib is. 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
9.30 am Mass on Sundays 

A reminder that all Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 
must sign in on the Rota Sheet before the start of Mass.  This 

enables a substitute to be  
assigned in place of any missing minister.  

Thank you for your co-operation.   

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS TO OUR PRIESTS 

The offerings from all Christmas Masses are your personal 
gift to our priests and are separate from any standing order or 
regular giving you may have set up.  Gift Aid can be claimed 
on these Christmas offerings but is retained by the parish  
itself - the priests do not benefit from this element.  As the 
Christmas collection is always so generous we do urge our 
Gift Aid donors to ensure their offering is given in an envelope 
showing their Gift Aid number or their name and address on 
the outside. 

 

Christmas offerings can also be made online through our 
website, www.saintedmunds.net.  Click on ‘donate’ and scroll 
to the bottom of the page, click on the button ‘donate with 
ChurchApp’; enter an amount under ‘one-off donation’, check 
that ‘Christmas Offering for Priests’ is selected from the drop-
down menu and continue by following the on-screen prompts.  
Thank you for your generosity to our priests at Christmas and 
Easter and to our parish throughout the year. 

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT 
NEW PARISH PRAYER GROUP 

7.30 pm in no 11 on Friday 29 December 
(Last Friday of the month, every month) 

All are warmly welcome to come and join us to give thanks to 
God for all his gifts and blessings this year, especially for the 

Seminars in the parish.  Please bring your Bible. 
Fr Steve and Christine Parker 020 8658 9264 

Fr Steve says a big thank you to all who came out last    
Saturday to sing outside Waitrose. and to raise funds for 
Christian Aid.  It was a good number, the singing went well 
and everyone enjoyed it, apart from the particularly cold 
weather that had to be endured.  Thanks must go to Sarah 
Butler who selected the music and prepared booklets for the 
singers. 

Next weekend’s newsletter will be a single sheet and will 
cover two weeks as the Parish Office will be closed until 
the New Year. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE  
ARCHBISHOP OF SOUTHWARK 

Do you support Catholic schools and the 
right of Catholics to send their children to 
them?  Then we need you to make your 
voice heard. 
The Government is making a critical de-
cision on whether to overturn the admis-

sions cap which  prevents Catholic schools from allowing 
all Catholic pupils to attend.  They have acknowledged 
that this policy discriminates against Catholics and prom-
ised to abandon it, now we need you to tell them not to u-
turn on their promise to Catholics.   
Visit http://catholicnews.org.uk/ or search for ‘Catholic   
Education’ in your search engine to write to the             
Government and urge them to drop their policy which bans 
new Catholic schools. 

CYM BROMLEY DEANERY CHOIR 
2018 

As part of the continuing programme of 
initiatives for young people in Bromley 
Deanery, we would like to explore the 
possibility of starting a choir and/or youth 
orchestra in 2018.  We would like to hear 
from anyone who is interested in getting 

involved and at this stage specifically from professional musi-
cians/musical directors who would like to be part of this excit-
ing project. For general enquiries and for more details email: 
susan.longhurst@bromleydeanery.org 
or Rogf16@btinternet.com. 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS EVE 
As happened about six or seven years ago when Christmas 

day last fell on a Monday, people have understandably 
asked this question: if I normally go to Mass on a Sunday 
evening, does that satisfy at once the obligation to go to 
Mass both on the Sunday and at Christmas?  Guidance 

given by the Liturgy Office of the Bishops Conference makes 
it clear that the answer is 'No!'  

The statement says: 'The primary purpose of a holy day 
of obligation is to call the faithful to celebrate particular 
dimensions of the mysteries of Christ and His Church. 
Since obligation is attached to specific mysteries being 
celebrated, it is not possible to fulfil two obligations in 

one celebration.'  
This means that you are expected to go to Mass on the 
Fourth Sunday of Advent and to Mass on Christmas  Eve or 
Christmas Day. It has been made clear that you cannot do 

these things by attending one single Mass on the evening of 

Christmas Eve.  You could do so by attending two such 
Masses (and this parish you can do this as we have three 
early evening Masses on Christmas Eve) but it would be 
much better to go to an Advent Mass on the Saturday      
evening or Sunday morning and then a Christmas Mass on 
Sunday evening or Monday morning.   

BOOK DISCUSSION 

Our next book discussion is on Tuesday, 2 January at no. 11 
after the 10.00 am Mass.   Refreshments will be  

available.  Books recommended last time:   

The Secret Scripture by Sebastian Barry;  

Half of the Human Race by Anthony Quinn;  

House of Spines by Michael J. Malone;  

This Perfect World by Suzanne Bugler.   

Do join us for an interesting half hour. 

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE WITH CAFOD 
Become a volunteer. Make 2018 the year 
you meet new friends, inspire others to 
act for social justice, and use your skills to help our sisters 
and brothers working to overcome poverty around the 
globe. 
We are especially looking for…  
- Confident public speakers who could visit schools or 
churches to speak about CAFOD’s work.  
- Good organisers to volunteer, part-time over 10 weeks, 
in our office in Waterloo or Bromley to help coordinate Lent 
Fast Day. 
- Good communicators interested in updating our social 
media or making phone calls on our behalf. 
Please get in touch with us on southwark@cafod.org.uk or 
020 8466 9901 to find out more about how you can make a 
difference. 

 
A FAMILY AFFAIR - FOR THE WORLD 
Looking for a way to develop your own faith and that of 
your family?   
Are you trying to rediscover the role of marriage and family 
life in the modern world? 
If the answer is ‘yes’, then the World Meeting of Families 
(WMOF) taking place in August 2018 will definitely be of 
interest. 
To be held in Dublin from August 21-26 the WMOF will 
have as its highlight a visit by Pope Francis. 
During the WMOF there will be a wide-ranging programme 
of talks and workshops for adults, events for young people 
and various activities for children.  That’s in addition to  
exhibitions, cultural events and musical performances plus 
daily Mass. 
All are welcome at this important and joyful international 
gathering. 
So why not start planning a visit now, perhaps as part of 
your annual holiday? 
More details will follow - watch your parish newsletter and 
notice board. 
For further information contact Carole Batty of the     
Southwark Diocesan Marriage and Family Life team on 
07913 904 997 or email carolemflkent@gmail.com 

There is a small box on the right hand reading 
slope in the porch for any used stamps you might 
have.  They are being collected to raise funds for 
Child Dialysis. 

mailto:susan.longhurst@bromleydeanery.org
mailto:southwark@cafod.org.uk


MASSES AND INTENTIONS  
Sunday 17   Third Sunday of Advent (B) 
    Gaudete Sunday 
  8.00 am Church Horsman and Unwin families  
  9.30 am Church For the people  
11.00 am Church Marie O’Reilly 
  5.30 pm Church Harold and Muriel Hartrop RIP 
  7.00 pm Church Rainer Stueper RIP 

 
Monday 18    Feria  
  8.15 am 27 V Way Thanksgiving to the Parish of  
    St Edmund’s 
10.00 am Church Stella Ling RIP 
  7.30 pm 27 V Way Adoration Hour 
 
Tuesday 19   Feria  
  8.15 am Claver  Weal-Walkington ints 
10.00 am Church Antoinette Davies RIP 
 
Wednesday 20   Feria 
  8.15 am  Claver  Bernie Appleby Kenny RIP 
  9.10 am St Mary’s End of Term Mass 
    Terry Smith RIP 
10.00 am Church David Parker RIP 
  7.30 pm Church Noel Corrigan - birthday 
  
Thursday 21    Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  Clifford Moore RIP 
10.00 am Church John Friend-Pereira 
  8.00 pm  Claver  Adoration  
 
Friday 22   Feria 
  8.15 am Claver  Sr Micheline’s 94th birthday 
10.00 am Church May and Desmond Fitzgerald RIP 
 
Saturday 23    Feria  
  8.15 am Claver  Wellbeing of Peggy Woulf and  
    Maureen Remihan 
10.00 am Church Peggy Bishop and Anna Lund RIP 

  6.00 pm Church John Keogh RIP 
   

Reconciliation on Saturday from 10.30 - 12 noon  

 

Sunday 24   Fourth Sunday of Advent (B) 
  8.00 am Church For the people  
  9.30 am Church Brelu-Brelu family - in thanksgiving   
11.00 am Church Richard Graves RIP 
 
Christmas Vigil Masses 
  6.00 pm Church Paul Stephens RIP 
  6.00 pm  St Mary’s John and Ellen McCarthy RIP 
  7.30 pm Church Patrick Chambers RIP 

 

The Nativity of the Lord 

 11.15 pm Church  Carols and Readings  followed by  
    Mass at Midnight  

    Glenys Warren RIP 

 11.30 pm St Mary’s Carols followed by Mass at Midnight 

    For the people 

  8.00 am  Church William and Nora Spillane RIP 

  9.30 am Church John Henegan RIP 

 11.00 am  Church John Murnane, the orphans and  
    benefactors living and dec’s. 

There are no evening Masses on Christmas Day 
  

We pray for those who have died recently: 
Paul Lane, Penny Wood, Patricia Whaley, Sr Eileen 
McGarry and Teresa Basquill 
 
Those whose anniversaries are this week: 
Evelyn Deegan, Charles Paes, Angela Laws, Stella Ling, Terry 
Smith, Kitirna Sana, Eileen Sullivan, Antoinette Davies, Joseph    
Da Cruz, Ann Craig, Fr Vincent Griffin, Carmel Connell, Orazio 
Rossi, Fr David Maher, Margaret Murphy, Aldo Signorelli, Merle 
Whittle, Glenys Warren, Gabriela Krakowska, Wally Nisbet. John 
Keogh, Cecelia Welsh (1st anniv). 
We pray for the sick:   
Peter Appleyard, Mary Atsu, Neville Baker, James Bekoe, Kim 
Benardis, Christopher Browne, Edith Campos, Vienna-Marie       
Carpenter, Tony Cox, Ruby Desmond, Giacomo Dillon, Kate Dillon, 
John Dillon, Rita Dixon, Elizabeth, Ann Elmer, Martin Farquhar,  
Margaret Fennessy, Umberto Ferrando, Luigi Ferrara, Suzette Fox, 
Barry Gardiner, Baby Megan May Gavey, Isabelle Ghawi,       
Philomena Guard, Hans Halpin, Eileen Hayes, Pat Hibberd,      
Norman Holland, Frank Holmes, Dave Hustwayte, Dawn           
Hutchinson. Kathy Jobson, Alabooso Joe-Jim, Victoria Jovanov, 
Zara Kadi, Fr Peter Kelly, Keith Roy Kench, Grace Knight, Peggy 
Lake, Dot Leaver, Anita Leslau, Sarah Lister, Mim Lodge, Neelam 
Malik, Kathleen McGeehan, Dominic McGrath, Jim McGrath,    
Natalie McGrath, Mickey McGuigan, Paul McQuinny and family, 
Patrick Metters, Eddie Mitchell, Gaynor Mullane, Dominic Nash, 
Sean O’Connor, Josephine O’Hagan, Valerie Parr, Leonard Pope, 
John Quaife, Kieran Quinn (13 Months), Baby Isaac Ratinckx, 
Louise Ridge, Gabriella Rolls, Sandra Sekulic, Claire Shelton-
Jones, Marie-Therese Sinon, Mike & Eileen Slemen, Rebecca 
Strong, Jo Subieta, Eleni Symeou, John Sylvester, Sarah Thornton, 
Barry Thorp, Katie Toone, Jeanne Tadier, Barbara Tucker, Shirley 
Turner, Annette Virdee, Hilary Walker, Louise Walters, Patricia 
Weal, Terry Weal, Emma Winch, Freda Wukolz, George Wukolz, 
Maureen Young and Fred Wye  

DIARY DATES 
 
DECEMBER 
Meditation - Every Monday in no11 from 5.30pm to 6.15pm 

  except 25 December. 

Sunday 10 - Children’s Advent Service 

Monday 11 - SVP Christmas Lunch 

   Law Surgery in no11 at 7pm 

Saturday 16 - Walking Group 

             Parish Advent Carol Service in Church 7pm 

Friday 29 - 7.30 in no11 New Parish Prayer Group 

Saturday 30 - Contemplative Saturday in no11  11-12 noon 

 

JANUARY 

Meditation every Monday in no 11 from 5.30 - 6.15  
including 1 January 2018. 
Wednesday 3 - Bereavement Group in no 11 from  

10.30 - 12 noon 

Monday 8 - Law Surgery in no 11 from 7.00 pm 

COLLECTIONS:  
Last week’s collection raised £2067.10 

O come, O come Emmanuel 

He once had meant to come on earth in heavenly glory, but we 

sinned, and then he could not safely visit us, except with a 

shrouded radiance and a bedimmed majesty, for he was God.  

So he came himself in weakness, not in power. 

Blessed John Henry Newman 


