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The Catenians will be making a short presentation at all Masses this weekend 
St Mary’s PTA will be selling raffle tickets for their school fair after all Masses 

ENVELOPES If you would like to have your deceased family 

members remembered in the Masses during November write their 

names on a piece of paper and put it into the Holy Souls enve-

lopes provided. They will be placed in a box on the altar during 

the Masses this month. Any donations in the envelopes will go to 

THIS SUNDAY was   

designated earlier this year 

by Pope Francis as  the 

first World Day of the 

Poor and it will be an      

annual observance on this 

Sunday in November.  The 

announcement and the 

message were made in 

June on the feast of St  

Anthony of Padua (of 

whom we have a statue in 

our church) a saint always 

associated with the 

Church’s work on behalf 

of the poor and suffering 

(hence the custom of St 

Anthony’s Bread).  As the 

day was established only in June not much has happened yet to 

help Catholics respond to the Holy Father’s call or to follow his 

practical suggestions - indeed the Catholic press seems unaware 

of it - but a very good start has been made by the umbrella group 

for Catholic charities and other groups in this country, the     

Caritas Social Action Network (CSAN).  The network is run by 

Dr Phil McCarthy, the son of two of our parishioners (Bernard 

and Ursula) and you can look at various resources and           

reflections for today on a special part of the network’s website, 

www.csan.org.uk/worlddayofthepoor, set up by various groups 

linked to the CSAN, including the SVP and CAFOD which we 

support so much in this parish.  Here are extracts from the pope’s 

message for today (full text from www.vatican.va): 

 “Little children, let us not love in word or speech, but in 

deed and in truth.”  These words of the Apostle John voice 

an imperative that no Christian may disregard.  The serious-

ness with which the “beloved disciple” hands down Jesus’      

command to our own day is made even clearer by the       

contrast between the empty words so frequently on our lips 

and the concrete deeds against which we are called to     

measure ourselves.  Love has no alibi.   Whenever we set out 

to love as Jesus loved, we have to take the Lord as our      

example; especially when it comes to loving the poor...  
...Such love cannot go unanswered.   Even though offered 

unconditionally, asking nothing in return, it so sets hearts on 

fire that all who experience it are led to love back, despite 

their limitations and sins.   Yet this can only happen if we 

welcome God’s grace, his merciful charity, as fully as       

possible  into  our  hearts,   so  that  our  will  and  even    our  

WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 

emotions are drawn to love both God and neighbour.  In 

this way, the mercy that wells up – as it were – from the 

heart of the Trinity can shape our lives and bring forth 

compassion and works of mercy for the benefit of our 

brothers and sisters in need... 

.. Yet there have been times when Christians have not fully 

heeded this appeal, and have assumed a worldly way of 

thinking.   Yet the Holy Spirit has not failed to call them to 

keep their gaze fixed on what is essential.  He has raised up 

men and women who, in a variety of ways, have devoted 

their lives to the service of the poor...  

...We may think of the poor simply as the beneficiaries of 

our occasional volunteer work, or of impromptu acts of  

generosity that appease our conscience.   However good and 

useful such acts may be for making us sensitive to people’s 

needs and the injustices that are often their cause, they 

ought to lead to a true encounter with the poor and 

a sharing that becomes a way of life.   Our prayer and our 

journey of discipleship and conversion find the confirm-

ation of their evangelic authenticity in precisely such     

charity and sharing.   This way of life gives rise to joy and 

peace of soul, because we touch with our own hands 

the flesh of Christ.   If we truly wish to encounter Christ, we 

have to touch his body in the suffering bodies of the poor, as 

a response to the sacramental communion bestowed in the 

Eucharist.   The Body of Christ, broken in the sacred      

liturgy, can be seen, through charity and sharing, in the 

faces and persons of the most vulnerable of our brothers 

and sisters.  Saint John Chrysostom’s admonition remains 

ever timely: “If you want to honour the body of Christ, do 

not scorn it when it is naked; do not honour the Eucharistic 

Christ with silk vestments, and then, leaving the church, 

neglect the other Christ suffering from cold and              

nakedness..   

..In myriad ways poverty challenges us daily, in faces 

marked by suffering, marginalization, oppression, violence, 

torture and imprisonment, war, deprivation of freedom and 

dignity, ignorance and illiteracy, medical emergencies and 

shortage of work, trafficking and slavery, exile, extreme 

poverty and forced migration.  Poverty has the face of 

women, men and children exploited by base interests, 

crushed by the machinations of power and money.  What a 

bitter and endless list we would have to compile were we to 

add the poverty born of social injustice, moral                  

degeneration, the greed of a chosen few, and generalized                 

indifference!...” 
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Our parish SVP group is organising  
a Christmas lunch on Monday  
11 December in the Church Hall.   
 
The lunch is from 12.30-3pm and transport 
will be available for anyone who needs 
assistance.  There will be no charge, but if you are able to 
make a contribution for your lunch, this would be gratefully 
received and would help preserve our charitable funds for 
those in need. 
   
A primary objective of the SVP is to befriend and visit 
those who may be somewhat lonely and isolated so, even 
if they have not had contact with the SVP, other            
parishioners are welcome to come and enjoy this festive 
meal with us.  
 
Please contact Fiona Ross on 020 8460 2322 or 
email fiona@businessjunction.co.uk.uk 

CAROL SINGING AT WAITROSE 
Parishioners from churches in Beckenham 
will be singing carols outside Waitrose on    
9 December.   
This event organised by CTiB will be raising 
money for Christian Aid and singers from St 
Edmund's will be singing from 1-2pm.  
Please do come along and join in, not only 
will you be bringing Christmas cheer to weary shoppers and 
collecting money for a great charity but you'll also be giving 
yourself an hour of fun in the often stressful run up to      
Christmas.  If you have any queries please contact Sarah on  
07946 382 032 

 
SALESIAN SISTERS 

Wednesday November 22, 4-5pm 
Our Mother General, Sr Yvonne is visiting England for the 

first time.  She will be with our community during the  
afternoon of 22 November.  We would like to invite anyone 
who is able to pop in for a cup of tea from 4-5 pm as she 

would love to meet you all. 
     Sr Pat 

ST ED 
Does anyone have any ideas or contributions for the  

Advent issue of St Ed? 
If you do please email them to the office by 24 November  

for the editor to look at - 
stedmundsparish@btconnect.com 

 
CHRISTMAS FAIR 
Sunday 3 December 

Please donate bottles, books, CD’s and DVD’s, raffle prizes, 
toiletries, good quality saleable items, sweets and chocolates, 

home made preserves and cakes.   
 

Please bring donations to the Parish Office - any weekday 
morning -  or leave them at the back of the Church. 

 
Start bringing your bottles now! 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS 
We need lots of help to make this event a suc-

cess.  If you have any time to spare please 
contact Sue Owen 07828 132921 or   

PARISH NEWS 

CONFIRMATION 2018 
Enrolment forms for the next Confirmation programme can be 

completed and the enrolment fee paid online at 
https://stedmunds.churchsuite.co.uk/events/mdhhfoa3 

The form is also available to download from the parish  
website.  Completed applications must be received at the  

office by 3 December so the Confirmation group  
administrator can complete the paperwork and arrange the 

groups before Christmas. 

 
YOUTH  

CLUB NEWS 
Saturday 25 November is  

bowling at the Pavilion in Bromley 
Meet 7.15pm for 7.30 start.  9pm pick up 

Tickets are £8 and include food 
For this event we need to know definite  

numbers by the 23rd of November, so please book 
your place by completing a form from the  

back of the church or 
contacting Angela on 07905 617 932 or  

angela@cumminshome.co.uk 

 
ST. EDMUND’S CHILDREN’S ADVENT SERVICE 

 Sunday 10 December at 3.00 pm 
This is a lovely service and we are looking for lots of       
children to get involved.  We will need readers, musicians 
and singers for the choir, as well as little ones coming 
dressed in nativity costumes.  As well as lots of angels and 
shepherds, we would also like to have Mary, Joseph and the 
Three Kings, so if you think your children could play one of 
these (walk-on) roles, then let us know. 
Readers only will need to attend a rehearsal at the 
church on Sunday, 3 December at 3.00pm.  To help us 
plan the service and allocate readings, please contact  
Maria Crow at :mariabrighouse@hotmail.com 

mailto:fiona@businessjunction.co.uk.uk
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A very big ’thank you’ to Monica de Serio for 
organising the dance for our older parishioners  
Those who went were thrilled by the music, the 

refreshments and the transformation of the 
Hall into a dancing palace.  Monica will be  

running another dance probably next March.   

 

CATHOLIC LEGACY WEEK 
Gifts in your Will are a wonderful way you can continue to 
support the Church’s ministry and mission and help meet 
the needs of future generations.  Do please consider gifts 
to the Church and Catholic charities next time you update 
your Will.  For more information pick up a leaflet from the 

porch or go to www.yourcatholiclegacy.org.uk 

 

ST. EDMUND'S  
CHRISTMAS DINNER & DANCE  

Friday 8 December  
 

LAST CHANCE TO BOOK IS 
NEXT FRIDAY  

24 NOVEMBER 
 

Contacts:  
Monique 020 8658 4829  
or Maria 0794 654 3278  

 

SICK LIST READ OUT AT MASS 
The list of the names of the sick which is read out at Mass 
each day has become rather lengthy and we are concerned 
that some names have been on it for a long time. 
This list should contain the names only of those people who 
are in sight of death or who are to undergo a major operation  
in the next day or so.  The place for the long term sick is the 
list on the back of the newsletter. 
We are starting again with the Mass Sick List.  Please do not 
ask for a name to be included if it is more appropriate for the 
list in the newsletter.   
 
Our Bidding Prayers always ask for all the sick to be        
remembered. 
 

ADMISSION TO HOSPITAL 

RC hospital chaplains will only be aware 
of your admission if you specifically ask 
for the hospital chaplaincy team to be 
informed.  Please tell a member of the 
ward staff.  It is also helpful to inform our 
own clergy team. 

COLLECTION FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS AND  
REFUGEES 

Our collection of items for asylum seekers and  
refugees in London living at the London Catholic Worker 

community in north London is  next weekend. 

Many thanks for the generosity you have shown in the 

past.    Details of the community’s work, inspired by the 

Servant of God Dorothy Day, can be found on 

www.londoncatholicworker.org. This is what we are looking 

for: tinned tomatoes, nuts, raisins, cheese, tuna,  chilli 

sauce, rice, couscous, pulses, olive oil, cooking oil,      

vinegar, mayo, spices, sugar, sunflower seeds, low-fat 

spread, fruit juice, herbal teabags, hot chocolate, instant  

coffee, cereals, jam, marmalade, honey, peanut butter, 

chocolate spread, stock cubes, toilet paper, shampoo,  

liquid soap, deodorant, shaving products, body lotion, 

cleaning products, incense sticks, and tealights.   

Please NO tinned soup, tinned spaghetti, baked beans 

or pork. 

This centre relies ENTIRELY on donations.  As this is 

our last collection before Christmas maybe you could 

put some special treats in for the men to enjoy. 

BLESSED OSCAR ROMERO 
Sunday 26 November 
St James, Petts Wood 

7.30pm  
ROMERO - HEARTBEAT OF EL SALVADOR 

 
The production tells the true story of Blessed Oscar  
Romero and his heart for the oppressed people of  

El Salvador. Romero chose to challenge those in power 
and stand up for social justice.  He demanded respect for 

human rights.   
 
 

Come and experience this exciting new play, performed 

with energy and passion by the RISE Theatre team -
 www.risetheatre.co.uk 

Tickets available fromo St James’s Parish office on  
01689 827100, parish.office@stjamespettswood.org or  

www.ticketsource.co.uk/risetheatre 
Performance lasts approximately 75 minutes and is      

suitable for adults and children 11+ 

 

PRAYER GROUP 
The Prayer Group continues to meet on the second and last 

Friday of the month.  Please gather in no11 at 7pm. 

 

The pre-reference forms for admission to Saint 
Mary’s are now available.  They may be obtained 
from one of the clergy after any Sunday Mass.  
They are not available from the Office. 

POWER ASSISTED ARMCHAIR 
A parishioner is in dire need of a sitting room chair that has 
a high back and can be adjusted into several positions.  If 
anyone has one of these that is no longer required and they 
are happy for it to go to a home where it will be in constant 
use, would they please phone the Parish Office  
on 020 8650 0970 

http://www.londoncatholicworker.org
http://www.risetheatre.co.uk/
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MASSES AND INTENTIONS  
November 19 -26 

 Sunday 19    Thirty-third Sunday (A) 
  8.00 am Church The Liell Family  
  9.30 am Church Tom McCormack RIP 
11.00 am Church Ellen McCarthy RIP 
 (Latin) 
  5.30 pm Church Rene & Hilda Panglose RIP 
  7.00 pm Church For the people  

 
Monday 20    Feria 
  8.15 am 27 V Way Maura Pearce RIP 
10.00 am Church Charlie O’Neill RIP 
  7.30 pm 27 V Way Adoration Hour 
 
Tuesday 21   Presentation of the Blessed  
    Virgin Mary 
  8.15 am Claver Sr Agnes Keaveny RIP 

10.00 am Church Jeanne & Pierre Champetier &  
    Nancy & Stephen Dennis RIP 
 
Wednesday 22   Saint Cecilia 
  8.00 am Challoner Ints of Fr John Leahy 
  8.15 am  Claver Jill Byrne RIP 
10.00 am Church Paolo and Armando Cogoni RIP 
  7.30 pm Church Anna Murphy - wellbeing. 
  
Thursday 23   Feria (St Clement I and  
    St Columban, Abbot 
  8.15 am Claver Rowena De Souza  
10.00 am Church Paddy & Eileen Murphy RIP 
  8.00 pm  Claver Adoration and Benediction 
 
Friday 24    St Andrew Dung-Lac, and  
    Companions  
  8.15 am Claver Harold d’Souza RIP 
  9.00 am Challoner Private intention 
  9.10 am St Mary’s  Private Intention  
10.00 am Church Dec’d members of Dillon &  
    Murphy families 
 
Saturday 25   Feria (Our Lady) 
  8.15 am Claver Dec’d members of De Souza  
    family 
10.00 am Church Gretta Colonnese RIP (anniv) 
12 noon Church Marriage of Francesca Doran  
    and James Fear 
  6.00 pm Church Crescenzo Panetta RIP  

 (vigil) 

 

Sunday 26    Our Lord Jesus Christ,  
    King of the Universe (A) 
  8.00 am Church For the people  
  9.30 am Church Anthony Leonard RIP 
    (Enrolment Mass) 
11.00 am Church Richard Graves RIP 
Procession of the Blessed Sacrament & Benediction 

  5.30 pm Church Trevor Binley RIP 
  7.00 pm Church Pattie Reeve RIP  

We pray for those who have died recently: 
Dorothy Appleyard, Harry Leamon and Baby Edward                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Those whose anniversaries are this week: 
Michael Carney, Peggy Northwood, Agnes Hazer, Eileen Rogers, 
Elizabeth Sylvester, Dino Toschi, Ellen McCarthy, Andrew McNally 
(1st anniv), Raymond Micallef, Maureen Bentley (1st anniv),      
Crescenzo Panetta, Gretta Colonnese, Anthony Doyle 
 
We pray for the sick:   
Peter Appleyard, Mary Atsu, James Bekoe, Kim Benardis,  
Christopher Browne, Edith Campos, Vienna-Marie Carpenter, John 
Colling, Tony Cox, Ruby Desmond, Giacomo Dillon, Kate Dillon, 
John Dillon, Rita Dixon, Elizabeth, Ann Elmer, Martin Farquhar,  
Margaret Fennessy, Luigi Ferrara, Suzette Fox, Barry Gardiner, 
Baby Megan May Gavey, Isabelle Ghawi, Philomena Guard, Hans 
Halpin, Eileen Hayes, Pat Hibberd, Norman Holland, Frank Holmes, 
Dave Hustwayte, Dawn Hutchinson. Kathy Jobson, Alabooso Joe-
Jim, Victoria Jovanov, Zara Kadi, Fr Peter Kelly, Grace Knight, 
Peggy Lake, Dot Leaver, Anita Leslau, Sarah Lister, Mim Lodge, 
Neelam Malik, Kathleen McGeehan, Dominic McGrath, Jim McGrath, 
Natalie McGrath, Mickey McGuigan, Paul McQuinny and family,  
Patrick Metters, Eddie Mitchell 18 months, Gaynor Mullane, Dominic 
Nash, Sean O’Connor, Josephine O’Hagan, Valerie Parr, Leonard 
Pope, John Quaife, Kieran Quinn (13 Months), Baby Isaac Ratinckx, 
Louise Ridge, Gabriella Rolls, Sandra Sekulic, Claire Shelton-Jones, 
Marie-Therese Sinon, Mike & Eileen Slemen, Rebecca Strong, Jo 
Subieta, Eleni Symeou, John Sylvester, Sarah Thornton, Barry 
Thorp, Katie Toone, Jeanne Tadier, Barbara Tucker, Shirley Turner, 
Annette Virdee, Hilary Walker, Louise Walters, Patricia Weal, Terry 
Weal, Emma Winch, Freda Wukolz, George Wukolz, Maureen 
Young, Fred Wye and Ziggy Sobolewski. 
 

(Please advise the Office when names can be removed) 
 
 

DIARY DATES 
 
NOVEMBER 
Meditation - Every Monday in no11 from 5.30pm to 6.15pm 
Friday 24 - Prayer Meeting - 7.30 pm no11 
Monday 27 - Requiem Mass for Dorothy Appleyard 11.30am 
 
DECEMBER 
Meditation - Every Monday in no11 from 5.30pm to 6.15pm 

Sunday 3 - Christmas Fair 

Friday 8 - Christmas Dinner and Dance 

Saturday 9 Advent Reconciliation Service 

Sunday 10 - Children’s Advent Service 

Monday 11 - SVP Christmas Lunch 

Saturday 16 - Walking Group 

             Parish Advent Carol Service 

Readings for Christ the King (A) 
Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17  

Psalm 22 
1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28 

Matthew 25:31-46 

COLLECTIONS: the collection at Mass last Sunday came to 
£2,318.54 and the second collection for the Archbishop’s    
Administration Fund came to £879.18 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST 
A letter and a guide to correct practice for Extraordinary    
Ministers of the Eucharist prepared by Deacon Sean has 
been emailed to all whose email addresses we have.  Please 
will all who receive it read it.  It answers many questions you 
might have. 
If you do not have an email account please let the office 
know . 


