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CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST. EDMUND OF CANTERBURY 

NEWSLETTER 
22 October 2017, Twenty-ninth Sunday (A)   

The Presbytery, 20 Village Way, Beckenham BR3 3NP 
Parish Office  020 8650 0970 

Open Monday to Friday  9 - 1pm 
                                                     

Email stedmundsparish@btconnect.com 

                                                                   Website: www.saintedmunds.net 

 

Salesian Sisters 
25 Village Way, BR3 3NA 
020 8650 6313 
patdevine13@gmail.com 

Missionary Sisters of St. Peter Claver 
89 Shortlands Road  BR2 0JL 

020 8313 3915 
sspc.echo.uk@googlemail.com 

 

This Sunday is World Mission Day and is a day of prayer for the evangelization 
of the world.  The second collection is for Missio. 

 

THIS MONTH sees the five hundredth anniversary of the beginning of 

the Protestant Reformation in Europe.  At the end of October 1517 the 

German Augustinian monk and professor Martin Luther published his 

Ninety Five Theses (allegedly also nailing them to the door of a church 

in Wittenberg) which began his attack on the doctrines and practices of 

Catholic Christianity.  The most notorious thing he attacked - the sale 

of indulgences to help pay for (amongst other things) the building of 

St Peter’s basilica in Rome - was indeed an abuse of Catholic teaching, 

and the practice of taking money for indulgences (or indeed any other 

ministrations of the Church) was later condemned by the Church.  But 

Luther moved quickly to challenge the whole of the Church’s         

authority and the practice of the sacraments, and was excommunicated 

in 1520 by the Medici Pope Leo X. 

Our picture shows Leo’s successor, Pope Francis, greeting world   

Lutheran leaders a year ago in Sweden to join in the beginning of a 

year of celebrations marking the anniversary of Luther’s action. The 

Holy Father, predictably, has been criticised by some Catholics (many 

of whom criticise him whenever they can) for doing this, claiming that 

he undermines Catholic teaching which still differs from that of Luther 

and his followers.  It is true, of course, that, particularly for those of us 

who are converts, there will be a feeling that when we became    

Catholics we perhaps consciously moved away from churches and 

beliefs which we no longer held were true towards the Catholic 

Church, which we believe professes the fullness of  Christian truth.  It 

is difficult for Catholics to take a positive view of the Reformation 

which so divided Christianity in Europe - for this country it was a 16th 

century ‘Brexit’, motivated by the same forces.  Sheer loss of life 

alone in Europe as a result of wars of religion in the 16th and 17th   

centuries would make one doubt that it was all God’s will.  The      

sufferings of Catholics in Britain and Ireland have certainly given us 

strength, which is why the persecutions of penal times are important 

for us to remember, but we should not forget that by the second half of 

the 18th century, the time of Bishop Richard Challoner, the Catholic 

community numerically was in steep decline, a process only reversed 

by immigration. 

But our uneasiness about the Reformation is also the reason why what 

the Holy Father did was so important.  We are uneasy because we  

believe that it is God’s will for his people that ‘they should be one’, in 

the words Jesus uses at the Last Supper.  Since the Second Vatican 

Council just over fifty years ago, the Catholic Church has renewed its 

understanding of how the divisions among Christians should be      

repaired and part of this process is a changed atmosphere of respect 

and love, a willingness to learn about other Christians, and an accep-

tance that the Church needs to acknowledge its sinfulness and failings  

  

COMMEMORATING THE REFORMATION  

 

 

in relation to other Christians.  At the time of the Jubilee       

St John Paul II explicitly and publicly asked God’s forgive-

ness for the sins Catholics had committed in history against 

other Christians.  Catholics who refuse to accept this, looking 

down on other Christians and criticising the Holy Father, are 

not loyal to the Church.  

But that’s not all.  The Church is also committed to              

theological dialogue with other Christians to try and overcome 

doctrinal differences.  We may well know that this has been 

going on with Anglicans since the late 1960s (the work of 

‘ARCIC’) but worldwide dialogue with the World Lutheran 

Federation has also been important, and in 1999 this bore fruit 

in a Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification 

(available from www.vatican.va) which showed that Catholics 

and Lutherans were not as far apart as had been supposed. 

In his homily at the celebrations in Sweden the Holy Father 

acknowledged some of the good which emerged from what 

Luther did: 

‘Jesus reminds us: “Apart from me, you can do nothing”. 

He is the one who sustains us and spurs us on to find ways 

to make our unity ever more visible. Certainly, our     

separation has been an immense source of suffering and 

misunderstanding, yet it has also led us to recognize     

honestly that without him we can do nothing; in this way it 

has enabled us to understand better some aspects of our 

faith. With gratitude we acknowledge the Reformation 

helped give greater centrality to sacred Scripture in the 

Church’s life.  Through shared hearing of the word of 

God in the Scriptures, important steps forward have been 

taken in the dialogue between the Catholic Church and 

the Lutheran World Federation... Let us ask the Lord that 

his word may keep us united, for it is a source of nourish-

ment and life; without its inspiration we can do nothing.’ 

Let the pope’s words inspire us as we pray for the unity of 

Christians and for our Protestant brothers and sisters at this 

time. 
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 PARISH NOTICES 

 

  

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT FOLLOW-UP MEETING  

Tuesday 24 OCTOBER in the Hall at 7.45 pm 

When these seminars were held here last May/June we were 
refreshed and renewed in our faith through the seven week 

programme.  Now we can make our response.  In doing so we 
also remember Pope Francis’ exhortation in his document 

Evangelii Gaudium – he wants pastoral activity that results in 
missionary conversion.  Your response in the feedback forms 

is encouraging. Please come to the meeting on Tuesday. 

All are welcome. 

Youth Club News 
The Youth Club at St. Joseph’s last Saturday was a great 

success. 
Next meeting - Saturday 28 October at St Joseph’s 

 
See the flyers at the back of the Church for full details or go to 

Facebook.com/SNYClub.   

ST. EDMUND'S  
CHRISTMAS DINNER & DANCE PARTY 

Friday 8 December - 7.15 for 8.00 pm 
 

This is a great opportunity for young and old to 
celebrate Christmas as a parish community 

 
Cost: £25 per person - 

to include a two course meal & coffee 
Vegetarian option available. 

 
The Sterling Suite, HSBC Sports Ground, 
Lennard Road, Beckenham, BR3 1QW 

 
Music by DJ Simon Powell 

 
Contacts: Monique 020 8658 4829 (anytime)  

& Maria 0794 654 3278     
 

Tickets must be purchased by  
Friday 24 November 

Buy early to avoid disappointment 
 

CHRISTMAS FAIR  
Sunday 3 December. 

Church Hall 9am - 2pm 
We are really looking forward to our Christmas 

Fair and would  appreciate your help.  Would you like to     
organise or run a stall - cakes, tombola, Christmas  

decorations, crafts, sweets, games etc (all ideas welcome) or 
give a little of your time in helping on a stall, sell raffle tickets 

or serve drinks?   
Even an hour of your time would be appreciated. 

Please contact Sue Owen 07828 132921 or at  
sueowenwolf@gmail.com 

 

ANNUAL DAY OF RECOLLECTION 
For Extraordinary Ministers of Communion and Readers 

Bishop Thomas Grant School 
11 November  

There is a flyer about this on the reading slope.  Please 
take one and post the tear-off slip through the Office door 

by Friday 3 November 

CHURCHSUITE 
Don’t forget to log onto ChurchSuite to keep up to date 
with the latest parish news, view the calendar of events, 
make on-line donations, manage GiftAid, keep track of 
parish correspondence and update your own data. 
  
We are also sending out copies of the newsletter via 
ChurchSuite.  If you would like to receive a digital copy on 
a Friday please ensure that we have your email address.           
This can be added to your ChurchSuite account so please 
let the parish office know so you can be added to the list. 
To register for ChurchSuite please go to  

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/new-parishioners 

 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
Anyone wanting information about the CWL 
is welcome to take one of our programme 
leaflets from the plastic wallet under our 
notice board in the Narthex. We welcome 
enquiries about membership, which should 
be made initially via the Parish Office.  

JOURNEY WITH MARY 
Saturday 28 October 11am - 4pm in the Hall 

As it is Rosary month, we would like to offer all who can to 
spend some time with Our Lady by looking at her through 

her place in the Gospels. 
Sr Pauline, a Salesian sister will lead the day entitled 

Journey with Mary.  There is no cost, and tea and coffee 
will be provided though you should bring a packed lunch. 

DIARIES 
We have placed our usual order for St Edmund’s Catholic 
pocket diaries.  They should be with us by mid November 
and will be put at the back of the church as usual. 

CALENDARS 
The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver will be in our   
Parish next weekend to sell their Mission calendars.       
Having a Mission Calendar is a way of reminding ourselves 
all the year round of our duty to sustain the  missions by our 
prayer and sacrifices.  Please help the Sisters generously. 

http://saintedmunds.net/index.php/new-parishioners
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 CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL 2017 
In previous years the Parish Office would   
already be overflowing with shoeboxes filled 
with gifts to be sent to people living in        
desperate poverty in Eastern Europe.  So far 
we haven’t received even one.  There are only 

two weeks left before the van will come to collect them. So 
there is still time to put this right. 
If you would like to fill a shoebox to bring happiness to 
someone in need this Christmas please take a leaflet from 
the back of church which suggests items you might put in 
your box, please do include the highlighted essential 
items.  Filled boxes can be left at the back of church after 
all Sunday Masses until Sunday 5th November.  This year, 
Bishop Challoner School is also taking part in the scheme 
and boxes can be dropped off at the school office too 
(before Friday 3

rd
 November please). 

If you have any questions, please call Susie or Lucienne – 

0208 778 3101 or 07884 184 534 

 

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
The school has revised its Admissions Policy for 2019/20.  
The revised policy can be viewed on the school’s website:  
www.st-josephs.bromley.sch.uk for the next five weeks.  

Any comments should be sent to  
kimhannon@st-josephs.bromley.sch.uk by 17 November. 

A copy of the draft policy is on the Media board  
in the porch. 

AUTUMN DANCE 
for our silver parishioners 

Friday November 10 
6-10pm 

St Edmund’s Hall 
Tickets £5 to include  

canapés and a cocktail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tickets from Monica after 10am Mass on  
Tuesdays or contact the Parish Office 

 CHILDREN’S LITURGY GROUP:  

PLEASE JOIN THE TEAM 

Children’s Liturgy for our primary school children takes place 
on the second Sunday of each month.  To make sure we can 
carry on running Children’s Liturgy for the children we really 
need some new helpers so if you could spare just one hour a 
month at 9.30am Mass on Sunday please do join us.  Joining 
this friendly group is a great way to get to know new people 
in the parish and doesn’t require a huge commitment of time. 

All we need is your help setting up and running the Children’s 
Liturgy from 9.00am on the second Sunday of each month.  If 
you would like to join us or to find out more, please contact 
Alison Cartin on 07939 224 312. 

 
A very big thank you to all the 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion who came to the 
training session and talk by 
Deacon Sean in the Hall last 

Saturday.  There was a really high turnout and we are very 
grateful that you took the time to attend. 

CHARISMATIC RENEWAL IN  
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Day of Renewal 
 

Golden Jubilee Celebration 
St George’s Cathedral 
Saturday 4 November 

9.45am-4.45pm 
Praise and Worship - Reconciliation 
Testimony - Healing Service - Mass 

The Mass will be celebrated by Fr Steve Wymer 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
In the Southwark Diocese it is necessary for couples want-
ing to get married to contact their priest at least six months 

ahead of their intended wedding date.  This is to allow   
sufficient time for them to attend the Marriage Preparation 

Course and also for the clergy to complete all the  
necessary paperwork.  This can take some considerable 
time as there may be issues (such as an earlier marriage, 

civil or religious) that needs to be considered, 
and as a growing number of our parishioners were born 

outside the UK there is a need to obtain  
documentation from overseas.  There is also extra work to 

be completed for those who are having their ceremony 
abroad.  So please leave enough time for the preparation 

and contact the church as early as you can.  

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  
OF HOLY COMMUNION 

9.30 am Sunday Mass 
Following the meeting last Saturday it has been agreed 

that in future the Rota allocation sheet should be finalised 
before Mass begins. 

This means that if you are not signed in before Mass  
starts then your place will be reallocated to another  

Extraordinary Minister. 
We hope that all will understand the need for this change,  

(less disturbance to all concerned), and try to be in 
Church afew minutes early on their duty days. 



MASSES AND INTENTIONS 
22 - 29 October 

 
Sunday 22 October Twenty-ninth Sunday 
    World Mission Day 
  8.00 am Church For the people  
  9.30 am Church Ints of Nora Mukoro 
11.00 am Church Richard Graves RIP 
  5.30 pm Church Pamela Kean RIP (anniv.) 
  7.00 pm Church Riccardo Ling RIP 

 
Monday 23 October Feria  
    (Saint John of Capistrano) 
  8.15 am 27 V Way Rosemary Elmer RIP 
10.00 am Church Theresa Halpin RIP. 
 

Tuesday 24 October Feria (St Anthony Mary Claret) 
  8.15 am Claver Bente Kagenaar 
10.00 am Church Moira Thornton RIP 
 
Wednesday 25 October Feria 
  8.00 am Challoner No Mass 
  8.15 am  Claver John Cronin RIP 
10.00 am Church Georgina Mathew RIP 

  7.30 pm  Church Ints of Amy Okpala 
 
Thursday 26 October  Feria (Saints Chad and Cedd) 
  8.15 am Claver Alice Nolan RIP 
10.00 am Church Anna Newton RIP 
  8.00 pm  Claver Adoration and Benediction 
 
Friday 27 October Feria 
  8.15 am Claver Fr Peter Ryman RIP  
  9.00 am Challoner No Mass 
  9.10 am St Mary’s  No Mass  
10.00 am Church Rose Greenan RIP 
 
Saturday 28 October Saints Simon and Jude 
  8.15 am Claver Thomas and Janet Cash. 
10.00 am Church Catenians 

Confessions from 10.30 - 11 am & from 5.00 - 6.00pm 

  6.00 pm Church Pat, Kathleen & Patsy Lee RIP  

 

Sunday 29 October Thirtieth Sunday (A) 
  8.00 am Church For the people  
  9.30 am Church Tom Knell RIP 
11.00 am Church Anna Newton RIP 
    (baptism) 
  5.30 pm Church Erika and Paddy Curtin RIP 
  7.00 pm Church John McAvoy RIP 

Please pray for the housebound, and the sick, and others who 
have asked for our prayers. 

Dorothy Appleyard, Peter Appleyard, Mary Atsu, Iris Beck,  
James Bekoe, Kim Benardis, Christopher Browne, Edith Campos,  

Vienna-Marie Carpenter, John Colling, Tony Cox,  
Ruby Desmond, Giacomo Dillon, Kate Dillon, John Dillon,  

Rita Dixon, Elizabeth, Ann Elmer,  
Martin Farquhar, Margaret Fennessy, Luigi Ferrara, Suzette Fox, 

Barry Gardiner, Baby Megan May Gavey, Isabelle Ghawi,  
Philomena Guard, Hans Halpin, Eileen Hayes, Pat Hibberd,  

Norman Holland, Frank Holmes, Dave Hustwayte, Kathy Jobson,  
Alabooso Joe-Jim, Victoria Jovanov, Fr Peter Kelly, Grace Knight, 

Peggy Lake, Anita Leslau, Sarah Lister, Mim Lodge,  
Neelam Malik, Dominic McGrath, Jim McGrath, Natalie McGrath, 

Mickey McGuigan, Paul McQuinny and family,  
Patrick Metters, Eddie Mitchell 16 months, Gaynor Mullane,     

Dominic Nash, Sean O’Connor, Josephine O’Hagan, Valerie Parr,  
Dorothy Pask, Leonard Pope, John Quaife,  

Kieran Quinn (13 Months), Baby Isaac Ratinckx, Gabriella Rolls, 
Sandra Sekulic, Claire Shelton-Jones, Brigitte Savreux-O’Driscoll,  

Marie-Therese Sinon, Mike & Eileen Slemen, Jo Subieta, 
Eleni Symeou, John Sylvester, Sarah Thornton, Barry Thorp,  
Katie Toone, Jeanne Tadier, Barbara Tucker, Shirley Turner,  
Annette Virdee, Hilary Walker, Louise Walters, Patricia Weal,  

Terry Weal, Emma Winch, Freda Wukolz, George Wukolz,  
Maureen Young, Fred Wye and Ziggy Sobolewski. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
OCTOBER 
Meditation - every Monday in no11 from 5.30pm to 6.15pm 

Tuesday 24 - Follow up from Life in the Spirit Seminars -       
             7.45pm in the Hall 

Saturday 28 - Journey with Mary 11am-4pm Salesian Sisters  
  - in the Hall 
NOVEMBER 
Meditation - every Monday in no11 from 5.30pm to 6.15pm 

Wednesday 1 - CWL Lunch for All Saints Day 
Monday 13 - Law Surgery in no11 at 7pm 
Saturday 11 - Annual Day of Recollection for Extraordinary 
    Ministers of the Eucharist and Readers 
Saturday18 - Contemplative Saturday from 11-12 in no11 

DECEMBER 

Meditation - every Monday in no11 from 5.30pm to 6.15pm 

Sunday 3 - Christmas Fair 

Friday 8 - Christmas Dinner and Dance 

Sunday 10 - Children’s Advent Service 

Sunday 16 - Parish Advent Carol Service 

The collection last Sunday raised £2269.11  
The second collection for CAFOD came to £2342.71 

Thank you to the parishioners who choose to make their  
offerings by Standing Order or GoCardless (via 

ChurchSuite).  A weekly average of £931.56 is donated in 
this way and this figure is growing.  

Please remember in your prayers those whose  
anniversaries occur at this time. 

Eileen Gallen, Patricia Hitchcock, Mary Holleran,  
Riccardo Ling, Rosemary Elmer, Nicholas Beedle,  

Theresa Halpin, France Fleming, Frieda Pereira-Rego,  
Ann Berry, Tony Kinch, Margaret Deeks, Louis Bonello,  

Pamela Kean, Edith Leonard, Lucy Denne, Bernard Grey, 
Clive Rumsey. 

 
Please pray for those who have died recently. 

Geoffrey Burnham 

Readings for Thirtieth Sunday 
Exodus 22:20-26 
Psalm 18 
1 Thessalonians 1:5-10 
Matthew 22:34-40 


